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A  Foreword  1143424 


AS  the  initiator  of,  and  sponsor  for,  this  project,  the  undersigned 
offers  this  collection  of  family  histories  for  the  attention  of 
anyone  whom  it  may  interest. 

The  author,  Charles  Arthur  Hoppin,  eminent  examiner  of  an¬ 
cient  records  of  persons  and  property  and  writer  of  family  history  in 
America  and  abroad,  in  the  year  i9I5  agreed  to  study  professionally 
the  history  of  the  immigrant  Andrew  McClain,  his  descendants,  and 
the  families  allied  to  them,  on  which  more  or  less  desultory  work 
had  already  been  done  by  others.  Carte  blanche  was  given  the  inves¬ 
tigator,  and  for  more  than  twelve  years  he  devoted  himself  in  this 
country,  largely  to  the  exclusion  of  other  professional  engagements, 
to  the  ever  widening  investigation.  The  results  as  now  presented  will 
be  allowed  to  speak  for  themselves. 

In  a  more  personal  way,  I  speak  of  my  highly  esteemed  cousin, 
Arthur  Adams,  Ph.D.,  Professor  of  English  in  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  well  known  for  his  historical,  genealogical, 
and  educational  activities,  who  has  been  my  faithful  and  helpful 
friend  and  counselor  for  many  years  in  the  undertaking.  His  co¬ 
operation  has  been  invaluable.  For  a  sketch  of  Dr.  Adams,  see  the 
chapter  on  the  English  family  in  this  volume. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  also  made  to  T.  Pape,  M.A., 


iv  A  Foreword 

F.S.A.,  prominent  educator  of  England,  for  very  important  data  and 
for  pictures  relating  to  the  English  Washingtons;  to  J.  Finnemore, 
well-known  English  etcher,  for  the  privilege  of  including  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  his  charming  drawings  of  Sulgrave  Manor;  and,  likewise,  to 
many  other  dear  and  willing  friends,  some  of  whom  have  passed 
from  this  life,  for  important  assistance,  especially  for  their  contribu¬ 
tions  from  their  store  of  family  lore. 

My  wife  joins  me  in  affectionately  dedicating  these  volumes  to 
our  children  and  our  children’s  children. 


An  Acknowledgment 


CARTE  BLANCHE  was  given  by  Edward  Lee  McClain,  to  the  under¬ 
signed  examiner  of  ancient  records  of  persons,  property,  and  events,  for 
the  finding  of  all  evidence  extant  in  America  upon  his  and  Mrs.  McClain’s 
direct,  and  several  of  their  collateral,  forebears.  The  discoveries  resulting  opened 
further  vistas  of  an  extent  and  importance  not  contemplated  theretofore.  But 
Mr.  McClain,  perceiving  that  to  accede  to  the  suggestion  to  continue  until 
everything  reasonably  possible  be  accomplished  would  be  of  value  to  many 
other  Americans — thus  again  evidencing  that  philanthropic  spirit  and  prac¬ 
tical  genius  which  he  has  manifested  so  nobly,  for  years,  in  the  field  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  Youth — gave  free  rein  to  the  investigator,  regardless  of  expense  3  the 
only  stipulation  being  that  the  exact  original  sources  of  all  the  evidence  gath¬ 
ered,  whether  official,  public,  or  private,  be  stated  fully,  and  that  all  matters 
of  pedigree  and  history  be  openly  and  reasonably  established  to  the  utmost 
possibility  of  proof,  no  claims  to  be  made  unjustified  by  the  evidence  and  the 
logical  results  of  the  investigation.  This  stipulation  has  been  adhered  to 
throughout,  by  the  undersigned,  who  hereby  acknowledges  his  personal  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  contents  of  this  book — meaning  thereby  all  matters  of 
pedigree,  investigation,  citations,  and  interpretations  of  records  and  of  history, 
and  the  statement  of  them  now  presented,  except  where  otherwise  indicated 
specifically  in  the  text  3  and,  also,  hereby  certifies  that  all  such  ancestral  connec¬ 
tions,  citations,  interpretations,  and  records  are  true  connections,  citations,  in¬ 
terpretations,  and  records,  so  far  as  the  old,  original,  or  official  and  legal  evi¬ 
dences,  inherently,  can  be  true  and  understandable. 

From  all  within  whose  reach  this  book  is  placed,  grateful  appreciation  is 
due  to  its  most  generous  financial  sponsor  and  bestower,  Edward  Lee  McClain, 
whose  motive,  in  accepting  many  recommendations  he  has  received  for  its 
publication,  is  largely  impersonal. 


New  York ,  N.  Y.} 
June  30,  1931. 


C.  A.  H. 
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Andrew  McClain,  Founder  and  Patriot 


THE  unvarying  tradition  among 
the  descendants  of  the  Reverend 
Peter  McClain  is  that  the  first 
American  McClain  ancestor  of  the  family 
was  Peter’s  father,  Andrew  McClain }  that 
he  came  from  Scotland  shortly  before  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  with  his  brother 
Alexander;  that  Andrew  was  killed  on  a 
vessel  near  the  scene  and  at  about  the 
time  of  the  Battle  of  the  Brandywine} 
and  that  Alexander  returned  to  Scotland. 
A  thorough  search  of  practically  all  ex¬ 
tant  records  in  America  for  the  short  pe¬ 
riod  of  Andrew  McClain’s  life  in  Amer¬ 
ica  has  failed  to  verify  or,  rather,  to  add 
anything  of  official  public  record  to  this 
tradition.  We  may,  then,  rely  on  the  tra¬ 
ditional  account  of  the  origin  of  our  Mc¬ 
Clain  family.  The  tradition  is  intrinsically 
probable,  is  ancient,  and  is  general  among 
members  of  the  family.  For  the  sake  of 
record,  a  number  of  elderly  persons  were 
asked  to  put  their  inherited  knowledge 
into  formal  depositions  signed  by  them 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  now  in  the 
possession  of  Edward  Lee  McClain  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio.  The  substance  of  these 
depositions  will  be  here  given,  since  they 
must,  so  far  as  now  appears,  remain  our 
chief  source  of  knowledge  concerning 


Andrew  McClain  and  his  probable  home 
in  Scotland. 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  (McClain)  Por¬ 
ter,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Mc¬ 
Clain,  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
McClain,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of 
Andrew  McClain,  who  was  born  October 
4,  1833,  deposed  on  November  2,  1918, 
that  her  great-grandfather  was  Andrew 
McClain,  and  her  great-grandmother, 
Amy  Means}  that  Amy  lived  with  her 
grandfather,  Peter  McClain,  in  Monroe 
Township,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  and 
died  at  her  Uncle  John  McClain’s  in  that 
township  in  1836  or  1837.  She  (Mrs. 
Porter)  knew  the  McClains  were  Scottish, 
but  did  not  remember  in  1918  where  they 
lived  in  Scotland.  Mrs.  Porter’s  deposi¬ 
tion  reveals  the  singular,  if  not  also  sig¬ 
nificant,  fact  that  her  father-in-law,  Alex¬ 
ander  Porter,  born  about  the  year  1 793> 
lived  on  Crossabig  Farm,  near  Campbel¬ 
town  in  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  came 
to  the  McClain  region  of  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  in  1821,  where  he  died 
about  1873}  the  significance  being  in  the 
fact  that  other  descendants  of  the  immi¬ 
grant,  Andrew  McClain,  have  testified 
that  this  Andrew  McClain  himself  had 
come,  before  1770,  from  the  same  vicinity 
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in  Scotland,  where  we  find  that  the  church 
records  of  Campbeltown  do  reveal  the 
continuous  presence  of  a  family  of  Mc¬ 
Clains  after  1700.  Mrs.  Porter’s  deposi¬ 
tion  adds: 

My  father-in-law’s  brother,  Robert  Porter, 
came  here  from  Campbeltown  about  1842,  as 
a  bachelor,  and  lived  with  his  brother  Alexan¬ 
der.  Their  sister,  Betsy  Porter,  married  An¬ 
drew  McClain  in  Scotland.  These  Porters 
lived  near  enough  to  Campbeltown  to  go  there 
to  church;  all  were  Presbyterians.  Alexander 
Porter’s  wife  came  with  him  from  Campbel¬ 
town  to  Ohio.  I  was  married  to  their  son, 
William  Porter. 

This  Andrew  McClain  was  a  later  name¬ 
sake  of  Andrew  McClain  the  immigrant 
of  before  1770. 

The  late  Honorable  Wilber  C.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Mayor  of  Dayton,  Kentucky,  was 
reported  to  us  in  1922,  by  his  son,  C.  B. 
McClain,  of  Bellevue  (Covington),  Ken¬ 
tucky,  as  having  stated  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  his  father,  Wesley  McClain, 
grandson  of  the  immigrant,  Andrew  Mc¬ 
Clain,  that  this  elder  Andrew  lived  in 
Argyle,  Scotland,  before  coming  to 
America. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (McClain)  Frazier,  a 
daughter  of  James  McClain,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Peter  McClain,  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Andrew  McClain,  was 
especially  well  informed  concerning  the 
family  history.  She  grew  up  among  the 
old  people  and  had  naturally  a  great  in¬ 
terest  in  such  matters.  She  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  2,  1845.  She  deposed  on  August 
18,  1923,  that  Andrew  McClain  came 
from  Scotland  with  a  brother  Alexander, 
and  thought  they  came  from  Argyleshire. 


She  knew  that  Amy,  widow  of  Andrew 
McClain,  married  James  Nelson,  and 
lived  in  Monroe  Township,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  till  1836  or  1837.  She  had 
heard  her  father  and  his  sister  Sarah  (Mc¬ 
Clain)  Bettle  speak  of  having  heard  Amy 
tell  of  her  first  husband’s  talking  of  the 
Clan  MacLean,  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
and  of  his  having  come  from  Campbel¬ 
town  in  Scotland.  The  manner  of  death 
of  Andrew  McClain  was  common  knowl¬ 
edge  in  the  family,  namely,  that  he  was 
killed  on  a  naval  vessel  about  the  time  of 
the  Battle  of  the  Brandywine  by  being 
shot  in  the  breast  with  seven  grapeshot. 
Alexander  McClain  also  served  in  the 
Revolution,  but  went  back  to  Scotland 
after  the  War.  She  knew  that  Alexander 
Porter’s  sister  had  married  an  Andrew 
McClain  in  Scotland,  and  had  heard  her 
father  say  this  Andrew  McClain  might  be 
a  son  of  Alexander  who  returned  to  Scot¬ 
land. 

These  indications  pointing  to  Campbel¬ 
town  in  Argyle  prompted  us  to  inquire  as 
to  the  church  records  at  Campbeltown,  the 
market  town  of  the  promontory  of  Kin- 
tyre,  for  records  of  the  births  or  baptisms 
of  Andrew  McClain  and  his  brother 
Alexander  in  the  two  Presbyterian 
churches  there.  The  records  of  baptisms 
and  marriages  of  the  Highland  Congre¬ 
gation  begin  in  1728,  and  continue  until 
1 733,  but  are  hissing  between  1733  and 
1748 — the  period  in  which  the  McClain 
brothers  must  have  been  born.  Seven 
other  McClains  are  recorded  therein  be¬ 
tween  1728  and  1733,  and  from  1748  to 
1799  there  are  baptisms  of  140  McClains, 
variously  spelled.  The  similar  registers  of 
the  Lowland  Congregation  at  Campbel- 
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town  begin  in  1682  and  seem  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous  without  serious  gaps,  but,  while 
revealing  some  McClain  entries,  do  not 
have  the  baptisms  of  the  emigrants,  An¬ 
drew  and  Alexander  McClain.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  latter’s  return  to  Scotland, 
after  a  few  years  in  America,  we  do  not 
know  whether  he  was  one  of  the  two  men 
whose  marriages  are  recorded  in  the  reg¬ 
ister  of  the  Highland  Congregation,  viz.: 
“1780.  May  30,  Alexander  McLean  and 
Margaret  Kelly  both  of  this  parish.” 
“1787.  December  27,  Alexander  McLean 
and  Janet  McLean  married  here.”  But 
the  Andrew  McClain  baptized  at  the 
Lowland  Congregation  on  January  12, 
1796,  son  of  John  “McLean,”  seems  to 
be  the  Andrew  McClain  named  in  the 
said  depositions  of  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
(McClain)  Porter  and  Mrs.  Caroline 
(McClain)  Frazier  as  having  married 
Betsy  Porter,  sister  of  Alexander  Porter 
who  came  in  1821  from  Campbeltown, 
Argyle,  to  the  McClain  region  of  Cler¬ 
mont  County,  Ohio,  and  who  is  referred 
to  in  Mrs.  Frazier’s  deposition,  viz.: 
“Alexander  Porter  spoke  to  my  father 
about  the  resemblance  between  my  father 
and  that  Andrew  McClain  in  Scotland.” 

These  items  from  Campbeltown  are 
not  here  given  as  positive  proofs  of  iden¬ 
tities.  Their  value  is  as  logical  clues  that 
might  be  followed  up  by  anyone  who  can 
obtain  access  to  the  muniments  of  the 
Dukes  of  Argyle,  1700  to  1800,  the  land¬ 
lords  of  Kintyre. 

Mrs.  Frazier  also  told  in  her  deposition 
of  a  visit  she  had  made  when  a  child  to 
Peter  McClain’s  old  house  with  her  aunt, 
Sarah  (McClain)  Bettle,  who  was  visit¬ 
ing  her  brother  James,  Mrs.  Frazier’s 


father,  and  of  a  conversation  between  her 
aunt  and  her  father  concerning  their 
grandparents.  Mrs.  Frazier  had  known 
that  her  great-grandmother’s  Christian 
name  was  Amy,  but  when  she  heard  them 
say  her  name  was  Amy  Means  she  re¬ 
solved  to  remember  the  family  name 
“Means.”  She  knew  Amy  Means  was 
Pennsylvania-Dutch,  because  her  father 
used  to  say  that  they  were  “mixed  up.” 
He  said  his  grandmother  Amy  Means  was 
Pennsylvania-Dutch,  his  grandfather  Mc¬ 
Clain  was  a  Scot,  and  his  mother  “Eng¬ 
lish”  (Sarah  English),  but  that  there  was 
“no  blarney”  about  them,  meaning  that 
there  was  no  Irish  blood  in  the  family. 
Her  mother  had  told  her  that  Amy  was  a 
right  smart  old  lady,  nimble  and  spry  as 
a  girl,  rather  dark  in  complexion,  and  had 
said  that  she  was  handsome  in  her  early 
days.  Though  Peter’s  eldest  son  was 
named  Andrew  after  his  father,  Amy’s 
favorite  was  Wesley  because  she  thought 
he  looked  more  like  his  grandfather,  since 
he  was  rather  sandy  in  complexion. 

Again,  the  search  of  extant  records  has 
failed  to  disclose  a  record  of  the  birth  or 
baptism  of  Amy  Means  naming  her  par¬ 
ents,  or  a  will,  deed,  or  formal  record  of 
theirs  naming  her  as  their  daughter.  How¬ 
ever,  that  Andrew  McClain  did  marry  an 
Amy  Means  before  1770  cannot  be 
doubted,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  tradition  as  to  her  being  “Penn¬ 
sylvania-Dutch.” 

In  respect  to  the  Revolutionary  service 
of  Andrew  McClain,  we  have  again  to 
rely  upon  the  family  tradition.  The  offi¬ 
cial  records  of  the  men  who  served  on 
privateers,  or  armed  boats  of  various 
types  and  sizes,  during  the  War  of  the 
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Revolution  are  very  scanty.  The  names  of 
a  considerable  number  of  boats  and  the 
names  of  their  owners  or  captains  are 
known,  but  it  is  rare  indeed  to  find  a  roll 
of  the  men  serving  on  these  craft.  That 
the  tradition  is  substantially  accurate, 
however,  need  not  be  questioned.  Amy 
Means,  widow  of  Andrew  McClain,  and 
subsequently  wife  of  James  Nelson,  lived 
with  her  son  Peter  and  his  children  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  until  her  death 
in  1836  or  1837.  Her  children  related 
the  story  of  Andrew  McClain’s  death 
frequently,  so  frequently  that  it  was 
handed  down  in  different  branches  of  the 
family  in  almost  the  same  words. 

We  here  give  the  story  as  Mrs.  Caro¬ 
line  (McClain)  Frazier  related  it.  In 
speaking  of  the  visit  of  her  aunt  Sarah 
Bettle  to  her  (Mrs.  Frazier’s)  father 
when  she  was  a  child  and  of  their  Sunday 
afternoon  talk  of  the  family  history,  she 
said  that  they  spoke  of  their  grandfather 
Andrew  McClain’s  being  killed  on  a  ves¬ 
sel  at  the  Battle  of  the  Brandywine,  shot 
in  the  breast  with  grapeshot  so  that  his 
breast  was  torn  all  to  pieces  and  he  died 
instantly.  They  told  her  that  his  wife, 
Amy  Means,  heard  the  sound  of  the  guns 
all  day  and  night  when  Andrew  was 
killed,  and  walked  the  floor  the  whole 
time  of  the  battle. 

John  Patterson  MacLean,  Ph.D.,  au¬ 
thor  of  an  interesting  History  of  the  Clan 
MacLean ,  and  of  other  books  relating  to 
the  clan,  tells  of  a  visit  made  to  Mrs. 
Caroline  (McClain)  Frazier  about  19 10 
in  company  with  James  Blackman  Mc¬ 
Clain,  M.D.,  of  Sardinia,  Ohio,  a  son  of 
Wesley  McClain  and  a  grandson  of  Peter 


McClain,  and  also  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Fra¬ 
zier’s,  who  remembered  his  great-grand¬ 
mother  Amy  (Means)  McClain-Nelson. 
Doctor  McClain  as  well  as  Mrs.  Frazier 
knew  the  history  of  Andrew  McClain  and 
was  familiar  with  the  manner  of  his 
death.  Doctor  MacLean  calls  attention  to 
the  facts  that  Amy  (Means)  McClain- 
Nelson  lived  for  fifty-seven  years  after 
the  Battle  of  the  Brandywine,  that  her 
grandson  James  McClain,  father  of  Mrs. 
Frazier,  was  forty  years  old  when  Amy 
died  and  had  known  her  intimately  all  his 
life,  as  had  his  cousin  Mrs.  Sarah  (Mc¬ 
Clain)  Bettle,  who  was  thirty-seven  years 
old  when  Amy  died.  Further,  Colonel 
Granville  A.  Frambes,  son  of  Joseph 
Frambes  and  a  grandson  of  Sarah  (Eng¬ 
lish)  Frambes-McClain,  wife  of  Peter 
McClain,  by  her  first  husband,  Andrew 
Frambes,  prepared  between  1870  and 
1890  a  genealogy  of  the  Frambes  family. 
In  speaking  of  his  grandmother  Sarah 
(English)  Frambes-McClain  and  of  her 
second  husband,  Peter  McClain,  Colonel 
Frambes  twice  speaks  of  Andrew  Mc¬ 
Clain’s  death  using  these  words:  “Peter’s 
father  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Brandy¬ 
wine,”  and  “Peter’s  father  was  shot 
through  with  seven  grape-shot  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Brandywine.”  He  writes  also  in  two 
other  places  in  his  genealogy  speaking  of 
the  McClains:  “Two  McClain  brothers 
came  over  from  Scotland  and  settled  in 
New  Jersey  before  the  Revolution,”  and, 
“Peter’s  father  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Brandywine,  and  the  other  brother  went 
back  to  Scotland.” 

Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  tells  of  a  visit  made  to 
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him  in  1890  by  Colonel  Granville  Adol¬ 
phus  Frambes.  During  this  visit  Colonel 
Frambes  told  Mr.  McClain  of  a  journey 
he  had  made  to  the  old  home  of  Peter 
McClain  in  Bargaintown,  New  Jersey. 
While  there  he  met  an  old  gentleman 
who  told  him  that  he  remembered  the 
McClains  who  lived  there  before  going  to 
Ohio,  and  told  him  that  Andrew  Mc¬ 
Clain  was  killed  by  seven  grapeshot 
passing  through  his  breast  at  the  Battle  of 
the  Brandywine.  Mr.  McClain  has  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Colonel  Frambes  dated  January 
9,  1901,  in  which  he  wrote,  “I  have  given 
you  the  history  of  your  grandfather 
John  j  also,  that  of  your  great-grand¬ 
father  j  also,  that  of  your  great-great- 
grandfather  who  was  killed  at  Brandy¬ 
wine.” 

The  identity  of  the  aged  gentleman 
with  whom  Colonel  Frambes  conversed  at 
Bargaintown  about  the  genealogy  of  the 
Frambes  family  and  its  associations  is  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  testimony  of  Miss  Har¬ 
riet  I.  Frambes,  of  Atlantic  City,  New 
Jersey,  the  compiler  of  a  genealogy  of  the 
Frambes  family  in  New  Jersey  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  the  Atlantic  County  His¬ 
torical  Society.  Miss  Frambes,  upon  being 
interviewed  by  the  present  genealogist  at 
Atlantic  City  in  1918  stated:  “I  remem¬ 
ber  the  visit  of  Colonel  Frambes  to  us. 
We  gave  him  some  information  about  our 
family.”  Upon  being  asked,  “Who  was 
the  very  old  man  whom  Colonel  Frambes 
met  at  Bargaintown?”  Miss  Frambes  re¬ 
plied,  “It  was  my  grandfather,  Job 
Frambes.  He  was  in  his  ninety-sixth  year 
when  he  died  on  April  11,  1884.  His  old 
Bible  is  preserved,  giving  his  date  of  birth 


as  June  9,  1788.  I  have  Peter  Frambes’ 
Bible.” 

That  Job  Frambes  should  know  of  An¬ 
drew  McClain  and  of  his  service  in  the 
Revolution  need  not  surprise  us.  He  was 
born  in  1788,  a  son  of  Nicholas  Frambes, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  a 
nephew  of  Andrew  Frambes,  first  hus¬ 
band  of  Sarah  (English)  Frambes-Mc- 
Clain,  and  so  by  marriage  of  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain.  He  grew  up  with  his  cousins  Peter 
and  Joseph  Frambes,  sons  of  his  Uncle 
Andrew,  and  knew  Andrew,  James,  and 
John  McClain,  sons  of  Peter  McClain 
and  Sarah  (English)  Frambes-McClain, 
and  was  eighteen  years  old  when  Peter 
McClain  and  his  family  went  to  Ohio. 
The  service  in  the  Revolution  of  Andrew 
McClain  and  of  Andrew  Frambes  must 
have  been  matters  of  common  knowledge 
in  the  community,  the  manner  of  the 
death  of  Andrew  McClain  being  espe¬ 
cially  memorable.  James  Nelson  was  one 
of  a  somewhat  numerous  company  of 
Revolutionary  soldiers  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  if  the  stories  concerning  him 
are  to  be  believed,  and  there  is  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  them,  he  was  fond  in  his 
old  age  of  talking  about  his  part  in  that 
great  historical  event.  Joseph,  Thomas, 
and  Mizeal  English,  brothers  of  his 
(Job  Frambes’)  Aunt  Sarah  (English) 
Frambes-McClain,  all  soldiers  in  the 
Revolution,  lived  not  far  away,  and  Colo¬ 
nel  Thomas  Doughty,  Joseph  Ireland, 
John  Stafford,  and  Ruel  Still  received 
pensions  for  their  services  long  after 
James  Nelson  went  to  Ohio  in  1817.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  Doughty,  Ireland, 
and  Stafford  had  all  served  in  Pennsyl- 
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vania  regiments,  and  according  to  their 
affidavits  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  at  Washington,  all  had  fought  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Brandywine.  Job 
Frambes  had  himself  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  had  had  his  boat  captured 
and  burned  by  the  British.  When  Colonel 
Granville  A.  Frambes,  who  was  a  son  of 
Job  Frambes’  cousin  Joseph  Frambes, 
visited  him  in  his  old  age  to  learn  all  he 
could  of  the  history  of  the  Frambes 
family,  what  was  more  natural  than  that 
his  mind  should  go  back  to  the  days  of  his 
youth,  and  to  the  stories  he  had  heard  in 
those  days  of  the  Revolutionary  services 
of  his  father  Nicholas  Frambes,  of  his 
Uncle  Andrew  Frambes,  and  of  Andrew 
McClain,  father  of  Peter  McClain,  whose 
family  history  was  so  closely  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  Colonel  Frambes’  own 
father  Joseph  Frambes? 

Andrew  McClain ,  then ,  was  killed  in 
action  while  on  a  war  vessel  in  the  Dela¬ 
ware  River  during  the  operations  of  Sep¬ 
tember  eleventh  to  November  first ,  1777, 
consequent  upon  the  land  battle  of 
Brandywine!  That  is  and  will  be  the  final 
judgment  of  all  investigators j  the  evi¬ 
dence  thereon  is  as  convincing  as  it  is  un¬ 
impeachable.  The  best  accounts  of  the 
Battle  of  the  Brandywine  and  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  naval  operations  preceding  and 
following  it  are  to  be  found  in  Lossing’s 
Field  Book  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the 
section  of  Westcott’s  History  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  entitled  The  British  Occupation  of 
the  City.  To  these,  the  reader  is  referred. 

The  traditional  statement  that  Amy 
Means  heard  the  sound  of  the  guns  all 
day  and  all  night  when  her  husband  An¬ 


drew  McClain  was  killed  is  of  much  in¬ 
terest  as  indicating  that  the  McClains  had 
not  yet  settled  at  Bargaintown,  where  we 
later  find  her  living  with  her  second  hus¬ 
band  James  Nelson,  for  Bargaintown  is 
more  nearly  sixty  than  thirty  miles  from 
the  scene  of  the  action  and  it  is  hardly 
probable,  though  perhaps  not  impossible, 
that  the  firing  was  heard  at  that  distance. 

James  Nelson  was  living  at  Bargain- 
town  before  1773.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolution,  his  name  appearing  in 
Stryker’s  J erseymen  in  the  Revolution. 
He  continued  to  reside  at  Bargaintown 
with  his  wife  Amy  Means,  widow  of  An¬ 
drew  McClain.*  With  them,  of  course, 
was  Peter,  only  child  of  Andrew  Mc¬ 
Clain,  who  was  born,  his  tombstone  in 
Ohio  tells  us,  December  10,  1770. 

Whether  James  Nelsonf  had  been 
married  before,  we  do  not  know.  He  was 

*  According  to  the  return  for  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  of  the  U.S.  Census  of  1830,  there  were  then 
living  thirteen  great-grandchildren  of  Andrew  and 
Amy  (Means)  McClain. 

f  The  Frambes-McClain  genealogical  manuscript, 
compiled  by  the  late  Colonel  Granville  A.  Frambes 
some  twenty-five  years  before  the  above  statement  of 
the  age  of  James  Nelson  was  written,  states,  doubtless 
as  an  exaggeration :  “Nelson  lived  to  be  119  years  old. 
He  was  a  small  man,  only  about  5  feet  high.  He  was 
red  headed.”  A  few  weeks  after  Peter  McClain  died, 
May  20,  1830,  the  assistant  U.S.  Marshal  of  the 
southern  district  of  Ohio  came  to  the  McClain  estate 
to  obtain  statistics  as  to  the  McClain  family.  Some¬ 
one  in  authority  supplied  the  particulars  about  the  age 
of  every  member  of  the  family  residing  in  the  several 
separate  dwellings  upon  the  estate.  The  particulars 
thus  supplied  and  now  on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  Washington,  D.C.,  are  found  to  be  substan¬ 
tially  accurate;  but  against  the  name  of  James  Nel¬ 
son  is  entered,  “aged  105.”  He  is  entered  as  residing 
with  his  wife  in  a  house  by  themselves.  As  her  age,  as 
given  (under  eighty  years)  in  the  same  census,  agrees 
with  all  other  accounts  of  her  age,  it  is  doubtless  cor¬ 
rect;  hence  the  probability  that  she  then  gave  105  as 
her  husband’s  age,  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge. 
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about  fifty  years  old  at  his  marriage  to 
Amy  Means  McClain,  for  in  the  U.S. 
Census  of  1830,  his  age  is  given  as  105 
years.  About  1815,  when  aged  ninety 
years,  he  and  his  wife  Amy,  aged  about 
sixty-seven  years,  went  to  Ohio  to  spend 
the  rest  of  their  days  with  Amy’s  son  Pe¬ 
ter  McClain,  he  having  settled  there  in 
1806.  Among  the  papers  preserved  by 
Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  is  the  original  receipt 
for  their  transportation: 

June  th  27,  18 1 J.  Received  of  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain  fifty  dollars  for  moveing  from  Jersey 


7 

to  the  state  of  Ohio  father  and  mother  nelson 
in  full  of  all  charges. 

Recvd  By  me 

his 

[Signed]  Jonathan  X  ewan 

,  mark 

her 

Jane  X  Day  [Signed] 
mark 

Here,  about  four  miles  from  the  Ohio 
River,  Amy  Means  and  the  aged  James 
Nelson  passed  the  last  fifteen  years  of 
their  life  in  peace,  surrounded  by  Amy’s 
children,  grandchildren,  and  even  by  their 
great-grandchildren. 


Reverend  Peter  McClain  of  New  Jersey  and 
Ohio,  and  His  Family 


PETER  McCLAIN  was  born  De¬ 
cember  10,  1770,  according  to  the 
record  in  his  own  Bible  and  upon 
his  gravestone.  He  grew  up  in  Egg  Har¬ 
bor  Township  in  what  is  now  Northfield, 
though  the  neighborhood  was  earlier 
known  successively  as  Bargaintown  and 
Bakersville.  The  soil  was  sandy  and  poor; 
the  people  gained  their  livelihood  partly 
from  farming  and  partly  from  the  bays 
and  streams  abounding  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Many  were  sailors  or  owners  of 
coasting  vessels,  for  the  most  part  of 
small  tonnage.  There  is  no  indication  that 
Peter  McClain  ever  “went  by  water,”  but 
he  doubtless  “went  in  the  bay”  for  fish, 
clams,  and  oysters,  or  to  gather  the  sea¬ 
weed  that  was  used  extensively  for  fer¬ 


tilizer.  For  the  most  part,  it  was  a  narrow, 
hardworking  life,  with  but  the  most 
meager  opportunities  for  education  and 
culture.  Yet  the  people  of  the  region  were 
on  the  whole  a  sober,  industrious,  God¬ 
fearing  folk.  They  were  generally  of 
New  England  (by  way  of  Long  Island), 
or  Quaker  origin,  and  the  stock  was 
sound  and  virile. 

Sometime  in  the  summer  or  early  fall 
of  the  year  1791,  before  Peter  had  at¬ 
tained  his  majority,  he  married  a  young 
widow,  some  three  years  older  than  him¬ 
self,  with  three  children.  She  was  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Joseph  English,  Senior,  born 
February  17,  1767,  and  widow  of  An¬ 
drew  Frambes,  whom  she  had  married  by 
license  dated  January  5,  1783.  The  three 
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children  of  this  marriage  were  a  daughter 
aged  seven  years  and  two  sons  aged  re¬ 
spectively  five  years  and  one  year  at  the 
time  of  their  mother’s  marriage  to  Peter 
McClain.  From  the  manuscript  genealogy 
of  the  Frambes  family  by  Colonel  G.  A. 
Frambes  and  from  Hall’s  History  of  At¬ 
lantic  City  and  County ,  N.  J.  (p.  400),  we 
learn  that  Andrew  Frambes  was  a  son  of 
John  Peter  Frambes,  born  September  15, 
1723,  at  Radeburgh,  Bavaria,  a  weaver, 
among  other  things,  of  double  coverlets, 
who  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the  ship 
Phoenix  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
on  November  22,  1752.  He  settled  first 
near  the  western  border  of  the  original 
Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  son  Andrew  was  born  October 
17,  1 759-  Later  John  Peter  Frambes  set¬ 
tled  in  Great  Egg  Harbor,  where  his  de¬ 
scendants  are  still  numerous  and  highly 
respected.  Like  his  father,  Andrew 
Frambes  was  a  weaver.  His  loom  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  inventory,  which  is  dated 
May  31,  1791.  The  loom  was  taken  to 
Ohio  by  Peter  McClain,  and  is  mentioned 
in  his  inventory  taken  in  1830. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Peter  McClain 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  and  in  a 
1793  tax  list  for  Great  Egg  Harbor  on 
file  in  the  Public  Record  Office  in  Tren¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  he  is  entered  as  owning 
fifty  acres,  two  horses,  and  two  cows,  and 
as  living  in  a  different  house  from  the  one 
occupied  by  his  mother  and  stepfather, 
James  Nelson.  The  land  and  dwelling 
owned  and  occupied  by  Peter  McClain 
are  identified  today  by  their  being  in  the 
occupancy  of  the  direct  descendant  of  the 
Job  Ireland  to  whom  Peter  McClain  sold 
them  in  1806.  The  house,  and  that  por¬ 


tion  of  the  surrounding  land  which  is  still 
held  by  a  direct  descendant,  John  Par- 
sels,  have  remained  in  the  possession  of 
this  family  since  Job  Ireland  purchased 
them.  By  will  dated  May  28,  1829, 
proved  June  2 5,  1829,  and  now  filed  in 
3895  H  of  wills  in  the  office  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  at  Trenton,  “Job  Ireland 
of  Egg  Harbor  Township,  Gloucester 
County,”  bequeathed  to  his 

wife  Catherine  the  homestead  plantation  join¬ 
ing  Clement  Ireland,  Enoch  Lard,  Jonas 
Adams  and  others,  save  a  lot  of  6  acres  in  the 
east  corner  of  the  field  ...  I  give  the  above 
6  acres  with  the  house  thereon,  to  be  laid  off 
as  near  square  as  the  outside  fences  will  admit, 
to  my  daughter  Susannah  Parcels. 

Upon  request,  Japhet  A.  Ireland,  great- 
nephew  of  Job  Ireland,  who  had  resided 
near  to  the  Peter  McClain  house  since 
1844,  immediately  led  the  way  to  it,  and 
pointed  out  the  old  Mapes  road  line  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  deed.  The  old  house  still 
occupies  its  original  position  “in  the  east 
corner  of  the  field.”  The  property  is  still 
further  identified  by  the  papers  in  the 
partition  suit  of  Joseph  B.  Ireland  et  al. 
against  Richard  Doughty  in  file  20-95  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  at  the  State 
House,  Trenton,  N.  J.  John  Parsels,  the 
occupant  of  the  house,  is  the  grandson  of 
Susanna  (Ireland)  Parsels.  Neither  he 
nor  Japhet  A.  Ireland  remembers  who 
built  the  house  standing  on  the  property 
when  Job  Ireland  purchased  it  from  Pe¬ 
ter  McClain,  but  both  averred  that  the 
structure  was  considerably  over  a  century 
old.  We  cannot  trace  it  back  of  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain.  It  may  have  been  built  by  him,  but 
the  fact  that  the  indenture  of  sale  to  Job 
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Ireland  is  a  conveyance  jointly  “Between 
Peter  McClain  and  Sarah  McClain  his 
wife  ...  of  the  one  part  and  Job  Ire¬ 
land  of  the  other  part,”  and  the  fact  that 
both  Peter  and  Sarah  signed  the  deed  as 
grantors,  suggest  that  at  least  the  house,  if 
not  the  farmland,  woodland,  and  marsh¬ 
land  named  in  the  deeds  of  Sarah’s  sons, 
Peter  and  Joseph  Frambes,  was  her  por¬ 
tion  of  the  real  estate  of  her  first  husband, 
Andrew  Frambes,  who  died  in  the  winter 
of  1790-91.  Can  it  be  doubted  that  this 
house  was  the  residence  of  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain  from  1791  to  1806? 

Six  of  the  seven  children  of  Peter  and 
Sarah  were  probably  born  in  that  house, 
beginning  with  Andrew  McClain,  born 
September  2 6,  1792,  and  ending  with 
Merrick  McClain,  born  July  3,  1805;  the 
seventh  child,  Amy  McClain,  was  born  in 
Monroe  Township,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  January  16,  18 10. 

The  house  is  located  in  Northfield 
(called  Bakersville  until  a  few  years  ago), 
adjacent  to  Bargaintown,  once  the  nearest 
village.  It  is  reached  by  the  South  Shore 
Road  southward  from  the  Pleasantville 
station,  near  Atlantic  City,  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad.  On  the  western  side  of 
South  Shore  Road,  about  a  mile  from  the 
railway  and  adjoining  the  imposing  build¬ 
ings  of  the  Atlantic  County  Poor  Farm, 
Dolphin  Avenue  extends  westward.  A 
few  hundred  yards  up  this  avenue  near 
the  top  of  the  slight  ascent  is  Walnut 
Street,  just  beyond  which  stands  the  old 
house  facing  a  cart  path,  formerly  Mapes 
Road  (constituting  in  part  the  Mapes  line 
named  in  the  deed),  leading  through  the 
cluster  of  timber  trees.  A  hundred  yards 
beyond  the  trees,  Mapes  Road  joins  Til¬ 


ton  Road,  the  ancient  turnpike  running 
northwest  direct  to  Philadelphia.  Weath¬ 
er-beaten,  worn,  and  bleak  as  is  its  aspect, 
the  structure  represents  the  average  type 
of  house  built  by  the  earlier  generations 
of  men  who  settled  along  the  shore  of 
New  Jersey.  A  mile  and  a  half  south- 
westward  is  Zion  Church,  formerly  called 
Blackman’s  and  Cedar  Bridge  Meeting 
House.  Half  a  mile  northeastward  stood 
the  old  schoolhouse  once  called  Frambes 
School,  because  several  households  of  that 
name  lived  near  it — opposite  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  number  906-8  South  Shore  Road. 

In  that  church  and  at  the  school  An¬ 
drew3  S.  McClain  and  John3  McClain 
first  heard  preached  the  Gospel  that  they 
both  in  time  came  to  expound  in  the 
Methodist  churches  of  southern  Ohio. 

A  number  of  references  to  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain  are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of 
Great  Egg  Harbor  Township  and  of 
Gloucester  County  between  1793  and 
1806,  the  date  of  his  going  to  Ohio.  But 
they  are  unimportant  and  of  no  particular 
interest.  For  example,  his  name  appears 
in  1794  in  a  list  of  the  members  of 
Captain  Richard  Adams’  Company  of 
Gloucester  County  Militia  (Original  re¬ 
turns  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  County,  Woodbury,  New  Jersey). 
June  24,  1796,  Sarah  McClain  was  a  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  nuncupative  will  of  Jeremiah 
Risley,  of  Great  Egg  Harbor.  In  1798 
Peter  McClain  joined  in  a  petition  for  the 
cutting  off  of  a  portion  of  Egg  Harbor 
Township  to  form  the  new  Township  of 
Weymouth. 

About  the  time  of  Peter  McClain’s 
marriage,  Methodist  preachers  began  to 
visit  Egg  Harbor,  and  soon  Methodism 
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became  the  dominant  religious  influence 
of  the  section.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Abbott 
seems  to  have  been  the  leader  of  the 
Methodists  in  West  Jersey.  Doubtless 
under  the  spell  of  this  remarkable  man, 
Peter  McClain  became  a  member  of  the 
first  Methodist  Society  in  Great  Egg 
Harbor. 

It  was  not  till  1814  that  trustees  were 
chosen,  and  not  till  1821  that  the  present 
brick  Zion  Church  was  built.  So,  of  course, 
Peter  McClain  had  no  part  in  these 
things.  Other  influential  leaders  in  the 
Methodist  movement  in  southern  New 
Jersey  were  the  Rev.  John  McClasky,  the 
Rev.  Solomon  Sharp,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Budd,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Totten,  and  the 
Rev.  John  Merrick,  for  whom  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain  named  his  youngest  son.  These  were 
all  “circuit  riders”  visiting  Blackman’s 
Meeting  House  perhaps  once  a  month  or 
even  less  frequently.  In  the  meantime, 
the  services  were  carried  on  by  the  “Local 
Preachers,  Exhorters,  and  Class  Leaders.” 
Prominent  among  the  local  preachers  in 
the  days  before  Peter  McClain’s  removal 
to  Ohio,  were  the  Rev.  John  Collins,  who 
preceded  him  in  the  Ohio  venture,  and 
through  whose  influence  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  he  was  induced  to  go,  and 
the  Rev.  Larner  Blackman  and  the  Rev. 
James  Blackman,  both  of  whom  also  went 
to  Ohio.  The  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Col¬ 
lins  was  Sarah  Blackman,  a  sister  of  the 
two  ministers,  and  Wesley  McClain,  son 
of  Peter,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  James  Blackman.  It  is  probable, 
then,  that  Peter  McClain  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Society  meeting  in 
Blackman’s  Meeting  House,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Abbott 


sometime  after  1790$  that  he  decided  to 
go  to  Ohio  through  the  influence  of  the 
Rev.  John  Collins,  whom  he  must  have 
known  well. 

When  he  was  about  to  leave  Egg  Har¬ 
bor,  he  secured  a  certificate  that  he  and 
his  wife  Sarah  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Glouces¬ 
ter  Circuit,  and  that  he  was  a  “Licensed 
Exhorter.”  The  certificate  does  not  indi¬ 
cate  how  long  they  had  been  Methodists 
or  how  long  Peter  McClain  had  been  a  Li¬ 
censed  Exhorter.  The  original  paper  writ¬ 
ten  by  Joseph  Totten,  Presiding  Elder,  is 
among  the  McClain  manuscripts  owned 
by  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  and  reads: 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Peter  McLane  and 
Sarah  his  Wife,  are  acceptable  Members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Gloucester  Cir¬ 
cuit,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  that  he  is 
a  Licensed  Exhorter. 

22  March,  1806. 

Joseph  Totten  E.  M.  E.  C. 

[Elder  Methodist  Episcopal  Church]. 

Elder  Totten’s  reference  to  the 
Gloucester  Circuit  in  1806  reveals  that 
that  part  of  Salem  Circuit  embracing 
Great  Egg  Harbor  had  come  to  be  called, 
at  least  by  him,  Gloucester  Circuit  five 
years  before  it  was  completely  and  offi- 
ciallv  set  off  from  the  Salem  Circuit. 

y 

The  statements  on  page  134  of  the 
Early  History  of  Atlantic  County ,  N.  /., 
that  “Methodism  was  first  introduced  into 
New  Jersey  by  Bishop  Asbury,”  and  that 
“One  of  the  earliest  places  in  which  he 
held  meetings  was  the  home  of  David 
Blackman  in  English  Creek”  cannot  be 
taken  literally,  because  Asbury ’s  Journal , 
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giving  his  itinerary  complete  from  1771 
to  1815,  shows  that  he  did  not  set  foot 
into  the  wide  township  of  Great  Egg 
Harbor  to  preach  during  the  first  thirty- 
seven  years  of  his  visitations — not  indeed 
until  April,  1809.  Then  he  held  his  first 
meeting  at  Blackman’s,  and  among  his  lis¬ 
teners,  we  can  see  in  imagination  Amy 
(Means)  McClain-Nelson. 

Rev.  Peter  McClain  never  looked  to 
the  Methodist  Church  for  payment  for 
his  ministerial  services;  they  were  volun¬ 
tary  and  gratuitous.  Religious  experience 
and  labor  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard  were  to 
him  a  diversion,  a  pleasure,  as  well  as  a 
duty.  In  his  day  young  men  left  the  farm, 
the  forge,  the  loom,  the  shoe  bench  with 
no  other  preparation  than  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  a  sublime  faith  in  the 
Word  of  Promise.  Because  Peter  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  he  was  obliged  to 
confine  his  preaching  to  the  region  in 
which  he  lived.  He  could  not  well  become 
an  itinerant  minister.  Nevertheless,  the 
Rev.  Peter  McClain  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Zion  Church  near  Bargain- 
town,  New  Jersey,  and  of  Carmel  Church, 
at  Laurel  in  Monroe  Township,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  in  both  of  which  he 
preached  as  occasion  required.  In  the  for¬ 
mer  his  sons,  Andrew  and  John,  heard 
him  preach;  in  the  latter  these  sons  were 
ordained  preachers. 

Owing  largely  to  the  influence  of  the 
Rev.  John  Collins,  it  is  said  that  over  a 
hundred  persons  from  Gloucester  County 
removed  to  Ohio  about  the  time  of  Peter 
McClain’s  going.  Among  them  were 
James  and  Larner  Blackman,  lay  preach¬ 
ers  and  exhorters  of  Blackman’s  Meeting 
House,  who  must  have  been  well  known 


1 1 

to  Peter  McClain.  In  1825  Wesley  Mc¬ 
Clain,  a  son  of  Peter’s,  married  Mary 
Blackman,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James 
Blackman.  Larner  Blackman  was  drowned 
while  crossing  the  Ohio  River  on  a  flat- 
boat  at  Cincinnati,  pulled  into  the  water 
by  his  frightened  horse.  Samuel  English, 
born  in  Great  Egg  Harbor,  April  29, 

1783,  a  brother  of  Peter’s  wife,  also  went 
to  Clermont  County  at  this  time  or  shortly 
after.  So  Peter  McClain  was  not  cutting 
himself  off  altogether  from  his  friends 
and  associates  by  going  to  Ohio.  Many, 
perhaps  most,  of  his  neighbors  had  been 
neighbors  back  in  Great  Egg  Harbor. 

He  is  last  of  record  in  Great  Egg  Har¬ 
bor,  April  12,  1806,  when  he  received 
payment  of  a  debt  from  Levi  Holbert 
against  whom  he  had  brought  suit.  He 
had  sold  his  real  estate  to  Job  Ireland  by 
deed  dated  January  23,  1806.  The  origi¬ 
nal  deed  with  the  autograph  signatures  of 
both  Peter  and  Sarah  McClain  is  now  pre¬ 
served  in  the  collections  of  the  Atlantic 
County  Historical  Society.  Peter  McClain 
was  thirty-five  and  his  wife  thirty-eight 
years  old  when  they  set  out  on  the  long 
and  arduous  journey.  In  the  family  there 
were  their  own  six  children  and  the  two 
Frambes  stepsons  (Peter,  born  January  2, 

1784,  and  Joseph,  born  April  13,  1786). 
He  took  with  him  household  furniture, 
including  his  loom,  though  the  case  for 
the  tall  “grandfather’s  clock”  was  left  be¬ 
hind,  a  new  one  being  made  for  it  by  a 
local  cabinetmaker  in  Ohio.  It  took  about 
a  month  to  make  the  journey  from  New 
Jersey  to  Ohio.  The  route  usually  taken 
followed  pretty  closely  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Lincoln  Highway.  There 
was  no  lack  of  towns  for  the  first  part  of 
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the  journey  to  the  Monongahela  River. 
The  chief  towns  were  Philadelphia,  Lan¬ 
caster,  York,  Bedford,  and  Washington; 
thence  the  route  was  down  Buffalo  Creek 
to  its  juncture  with  the  Ohio.  The  road 
even  in  western  Pennsylvania  was  not 
solitary.  Bishop  Asbury  in  his  Journal 
under  date  of  November  29,  1804,  says: 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  Braddock’s  road 
is  crowded  with  pack  horses  carrying  families 
and  their  household  stuff  westward — to  the 
new  State  of  Ohio,  no  doubt;  here  is  a  State 
without  slaves.  O  highly-favored  land. 

Braddock’s  Road,  or  its  continuation, 
ended  at  what  is  now  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia.  Here  the  party  separated;  the 
two  Frambes  boys  were  to  drive  the  teams 
on  to  Clermont  County,  the  rest  of  the 
family  was  to  make  the  journey  down  the 
Ohio  River  by  boat — so  Colonel  Gran¬ 
ville  A.  Frambes  tells,  doubtless  having 
heard  the  story  from  his  father,  Joseph. 
The  trip  down  the  river  must  have  been  a 
great  joy  and  relief  to  Sarah  McClain 
with  her  baby  Merrick,  nine  or  ten  months 
old,  and  her  son  Wesley,  less  than  four 
years  old — after  the  long  journey  by 
wagon.  Though  the  date  of  the  arrival  in 
Ohio  is  believed  to  be  May  20,  1806,  the 
first  record  of  Peter  McClain  in  Ohio  is 
the  original  receipt  for  his  state  tax,  now 
preserved  by  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Es¬ 
quire,  reading: 

Sept.  23  day  then  Recvied  of  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain  Sixty  five  cents  Being  his  State  Tax  for 
1806. 

Josiah  Boothby 
State  township  cr. 

He  first  purchased  land  of  William 
Campbell  by  deed  dated  October  22, 


1806,  in  the  part  of  Tate  Township  that 
was  nineteen  years  later  set  off  as  Monroe 
Township.  By  subsequent  purchases, 
Peter  McClain  came  to  own  a  much  larger 
estate,  some  550  acres.  The  first  deed  is 
recorded  at  Batavia,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  in  Deed  Book  E  4,  page  258.  It  does 
not  appear  from  this  deed  that  there  was 
a  dwelling  on  the  land,  but  a  deed  for 
53^4  acres  purchased  from  the  same  Wil¬ 
liam  Campbell,  April  11,  1808,  does 
mention  a  dwelling.  Since  Campbell 
seems  not  to  have  been  a  resident,  it  is 
probable  that  Peter  McClain  lived  in  the 
house  from  the  time  of  his  first  purchase. 
It  was  at  first  an  important  landmark, 
since  it  was  the  only  dwelling  in  that  part 
of  Clermont  County.  The  statements  con¬ 
cerning  this  house  and  concerning  her 
grandmother  in  the  affidavit  of  Mrs. 
Caroline  Frazier  are  of  so  much  interest 
that  they  are  here  quoted. 

The  land  that  Peter  McClain  settled  on  here 
in  Ohio  in  1806  had  been  partly  cleared  and 
had  had  a  house  built  on  it  before  he  came. 
The  house  was  built  when  Clermont  County 
was  Northwest  Territory.  The  man  who  built 
the  house  walked  about  in  the  woods  picking 
out  the  best  blue  ash  trees  for  the  logs  he  built 
the  house  of.  I  was  told  that  Peter  McClain 
enlarged  the  house  after  he  bought  it.  The  old 
blue  ash  logs  can  be  seen  now.  When  they  ar¬ 
rived  from  New  Jersey  and  walked  up  the 
hill  from  the  blazed  trail  that  went  from 
Bethel  to  New  Richmond  (which  passed  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  along  Little  Indian  Creek) 
and  saw  the  house  on  the  top  of  it,  one  of  the 
girls  said  that  it  was  the  prettiest  place  she  had 
ever  seen.  There  was  a  tax  on  a  clapboard  roof 
when  the  house  was  built;  so  to  avoid  the  tax 
the  man  who  built  it  left  one  edge  of  the  roof 
without  clapboards,  but  covered  in  the  un- 
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taxable  way.  After  Peter  McClain  was  well 
settled  on  that  farm,  he  sent  back  to  New  Jer¬ 
sey  for  his  mother,  Amy,  and  her  second  hus¬ 
band,  James  Nelson,  to  come  here.  He  had 
built  for  them  a  log  house  about  a  hundred 
yards  south  of  his  house,  near  the  spring;  they 
lived  in  it  until  Nelson  died.  That  house  is  not 
there  now.  Nelson  was  a  very  small  sized  man; 
he  lived  to  be  very  old.  One  day  he  got  into  a 
yellow  jacket’s  nest  and  was  stung;  the  boys 
asked  him  why  he  didn’t  run;  he  replied,  “The 
idea  of  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier’s  running 
from  a  few  yellow  jackets!”  He  died  after 
Peter  McClain  did.  Peter  died  before  his 
mother,  Amy,  who  lived  several  years  after 
his  death;  he  died  of  consumption.  He  wanted 
his  children  to  take  good  care  of  his  mother 
and  his  wife  after  he  should  die  and  he  ar¬ 
ranged  for  them  to  live  with  his  children. 
Peter’s  children  all  thought  a  great  deal  of 
their  grandmother,  Amy.  James  Nelson  was 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  I  never  knew 
whether  Amy  applied  for  a  pension  or  not;  I 
only  know  that  they  did  not  have  pensions.  The 
Frazee  family  started  a  burial  ground  on  a 
knoll  across  the  creek  from  Peter  McClain’s 
house;  Peter  did  not  approve  of  it;  so  Nelson, 
Peter,  Amy,  and  Peter’s  wife  were  buried  in 
Carmel  cemetery,  where  the  others  have  been 
buried  since  in  the  “McClain  Row.” 

I  barely  remember  Sarah  (English)  [Fram- 
bes]  McClain,  my  grandmother.  She  came 
from  New  Jersey  with  her  husband,  Peter.  I 
remember  her  as  she  used  to  sit  in  the  old 
church  that  stood  in  Carmel  cemetery;  I  re¬ 
member  seeing  her  buried  there  in  1849  when 
I  was  a  small  girl.  She  had  a  relative  named 
English,  perhaps  he  was  her  brother,  who 
came  from  New  Jersey  to  join  her  here,  and 
she  rented  to  him  her  farm,  the  original  farm 
of  Peter  McClain.  I  think  he  was  called  Wil¬ 
liam  English  [his  name  was  Samuel]  ;  he  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  who  lived  at 
Bethel  the  last  I  knew  of  them;  one  daugh¬ 


ter’s  name  was  Keziah.  I  think  that  William 
English  of  Felicity  was  his  son.  One  of  Mr. 
English’s  grandsons,  named  William,  called 
upon  us  here  at  my  father’s  years  later.  After 
Peter  McClain’s  death  in  1830,  his  widow, 
Sarah,  owned  the  farm  until  her  death  in 
1849;  then  my  father  and  my  uncle,  Josiah 
Bettle,  sold  it  to  Mr.  Sapp,  a  Baptist  minister. 
My  father  said  that  he  never  saw  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Bettle,  but  that  in  her  looks  she  reminded 
him  of  his  mother,  Sarah  (English) 
[Frambes]  McClain.  Sarah  was  blue-eyed  and 
of  a  fair  complexion;  I  think  that  all  the  Eng¬ 
lishes  who  came  here  from  New  Jersey  were 
of  a  fair  complexion.  My  mother  claimed  that 
Sarah  was  a  very  fine-looking  woman;  I  never 
saw  a  picture  of  Sarah;  all  her  children  loved 
her;  they  always  spoke  with  reverence  of  their 
mother.  Sarah  (English)  [Frambes]  McClain 
died  at  Felicity  in  the  home  of  her  youngest 
son,  Wesley  McClain,  but  was  buried  beside 
her  husband,  Peter,  at  Laurel,  in  the  “Mc¬ 
Clain  Row”  in  Carmel  cemetery.  She  told  my 
parents  about  visiting  her  brother  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  with  her  husband,  when  they  crossed  New 
Jersey  on  business;  and  that  when  she  left  Bar- 
gaintown  for  Ohio,  she,  Peter,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  stopped  at  her  brother’s  house  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  I  do  not  remember  her  brother’s  name, 
but  I  have  heard  her  children  speak  of  Joseph 
English  as  a  near  relative  in  New  Jersey  or 
Philadelphia  .  .  . 

Husbandry  and  the  dissemination  of 
Methodism  were  the  two  occupations  of 
the  Rev.  Peter  McClain  in  Ohio.  The 
petty  details  of  the  former  interested  only 
his  family  and  are  now  of  secondary  im¬ 
portance.  The  outstanding  feature  is  his 
advocacy  of  Methodism  and  his  influence 
in  Clermont  County  in  behalf  of  the 
Christian  religion.  He  is  one  of  several 
lay  preachers  of  Clermont  County,  of 
whom  that  county’s  historians  (Rockey 
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and  Bancroft,  1880)  seem  never  to  have 
heard,  or  to  whom  they  refer  only  in  the 
hurried  words,  “and  others.”  Residents  of 
Clermont  who  knew  and  could  have  given 
information  concerning  the  Rev.  Peter 
McClain  do  not  seem  to  have  been  in¬ 
terviewed  in  1877-79.  That  the  Rev. 
Peter  McClain  was  active  in  Ohio  as  a 
local  preacher,  or  exhorter,  is  proved  by 
the  statement  of  his  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Mary  Elizabeth  (McClain)  Porter,  who 
said  that  he  did  preach,  and  that  more¬ 
over,  he  held  Methodist  services  in  his 
own  house.  Also  uninformed  as  to  preach¬ 
ers,  religious  services,  and  meetinghouses 
in  southern  Clermont  County,  was  I.  F. 
King,  D.D.,  in  his  The  Introduction  of 
Methodism  into  Ohio ,  in  which  Method¬ 
ism  at  Bethel  and  elsewhere  in  Clermont 
south  of  Batavia  is  ignored  or  spoken  of 
only  as  “first  brought  to  Batavia  in  1 820.” 
Strange  history,  indeed,  is  this  which  fails 
to  see  the  Rev.  John  Collins  and  his 
Methodist  log  church  of  1803,  which 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  visited  in  1804, 
and  which  ignores  Carmel  Church  built  in 
1817.  “The  oldest  Methodists,  Presby¬ 
terians,  and  Baptists  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  are  found  in  Clermont.” 
[Evert}s  History  of  Clermont  County ,  p. 
174.]  There  were  great  camp  meetings 
at  Collins’  farm  as  early  as  1809,  and 
soon  after  at  Gregg’s  near  Moscow  on  the 
Ohio  River.  It  needs  no  effort  of  the  im¬ 
agination  to  believe  that  these  meetings 
were  attended  by  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain 
with  all  the  members  of  his  family. 

The  only  references  in  Rockey  and 
Bancroft’s  History  of  Clermont  County 
to  Methodism  in  Monroe  Township  are 
to  Elam  Church  afterward  called  Spring 


Grove,  situated  to  the  westward  of  the 
McClain  settlement,  and  to  Carmel 
Church.  They  follow: 

[Page  392.]  Among  the  members  of  Spring 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  two  miles 
south  of  Nicholsville,  was  Peter  McClain.  It 
was  formed  in  1808  and  met  at  the  house  of 
Thos.  Marsh.  .  .  . 

At  and  around  Nicholsville  a  clan  of 
Methodists  was  formed  about  1808.  The  usual 
place  of  preaching  was  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
Marsh,  two  miles  south  from  Nicholsville. 
Among  the  members  here  were  Peter  McClain, 
Joseph  Dale,  Joseph  Jackson,  and  members 
from  these  and  other  families  to  a  score  or 
more.  After  1830  a  small  log  meetinghouse 
was  built  on  the  farm  of  Solomon  Fitzpatrick, 
which  was  locally  called  Elam  Church.  It  was 
used  as  a  place  of  worship  about  twenty  years, 
when  the  meetings  were  transferred  to  the 
schoolhouse  near  Nicholsville.  In  1856  the 
present  church  edifice  was  erected  on  land  for¬ 
merly  owned  by  John  F.  Brown,  near  Spring 
Grove,  from  which  the  church  takes  its  name. 

This  John  Fletcher  Brown  was  the  son 
of  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain’s  daughter, 
Sarah  (McClain)  Brown,  but  the  impres¬ 
sion  conveyed  by  this  reference  to  Elam 
Church,  namely,  that  Peter  was  chiefly 
identified  with  it,  and  that  before  Elam 
Log  Church  was  built  the  Methodists 
held  their  meetings  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Marsh  must  be  somewhat  errone¬ 
ous:  first,  because  Elam  Church  was  not 
built  until  after  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  McClain  early  in  the  year  1830; 
and,  secondly,  because  Carmel  Church,  of 
which  Peter  was  a  founder,  in  which  he 
preached,  which  all  of  his  family  at¬ 
tended,  where  his  sons  preached,  and  in 
the  yard  of  which  he,  his  wife,  his  mother, 
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and  all  of  his  relatives  who  died  early 
were  buried,  was  built  in  1817.  The  So¬ 
ciety  had  been  formed  years  before  that, 
with  its  meeting  place  at  the  homes  of  the 
Rev.  Peter  McClain  and  others.  It  is  set 
forth  on  page  391  of  the  History  of  Cler¬ 
mont  County  that 

in  Monroe  the  Methodists  were  the  first  to  or¬ 
ganize  themselves  into  a  church  society;  but, 
owing  to  their  imperfect  system  of  records,  the 
exact  time  and  the  constituent  members  can¬ 
not  be  given.  But  an  approximate  period  for 
the  formation  of  the  Carmel  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  places  that  event  soon  after  the 
settlement  of  the  township. 

As  that  settlement  practically  began  with 
the  arrival  of  the  McClains  from  New 
Jersey  in  May,  1806,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  duly  licensed  Methodist  lay 
preacher,  Rev.  Peter  McClain,  there  need 
be  no  question  as  to  when  and  who  first 
introduced  and  developed  Methodism  in 
the  vicinity  of  Laurel.  Unfortunately  for 
the  county  historians,  the  two  preachers 
of  Carmel  Church,  the  Rev.  Andrew  S. 
and  the  Rev.  John  McClain,  who,  with 
their  father,  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain, 
must  have  been  identified  with  the  Car¬ 
mel  Church  from  the  very  day  of  its  in¬ 
ception,  had  died  shortly  before  they  be¬ 
gan  their  work.  Nevertheless  the  brother 
of  those  ministers,  James  McClain, 
though  not  himself  a  preacher,  lived  near 
Carmel  Church  for  several  years  after  the 
historians  published  their  book.  Having 
been  himself  connected  with  that  society 
from  its  origin,  over  seventy  years  before, 
he  could  have  supplied  the  facts  as  to  its 
founding,  its  founders,  and  its  early  mem¬ 
bers.  All  of  the  three  McClain  preachers 


conducted  services  for  the  Elam  Society 
at  times,  as  also  for  other  societies  in  the 
county,  but  their  home  church  was  Car¬ 
mel,  and  they  were  founders  of  it.  The 
historians  conclude  with  Carmel  Church 
(P-  39i): 

In  1816  measures  were  instituted  to  build  a 
house  of  worship  at  some  central  point  .  .  . 
it  was  decided  to  locate  the  church-lot  near  the 
pottery  west  of  the  present  village  of  Laurel; 
where  the  Carmel  Cemetery  now  is.  .  .  . 
The  house  was  built  in  1817,  and  as  its  frame 
was  not  supplied  with  girders,  an  iron  rod  had 
to  be  supplied  to  keep  the  roof  from  falling  in. 
In  the  grove  back  of  the  house  camp-meetings 
were  sometimes  held.  .  .  .  Among  the 

preachers  present  were  the  Revds.  Benjamin 
Lakin,  John  Collins,  John  Meek,  Wm  B. 
Christie,  Peter  Hastings,  Joshua  Sargent.  The 
horses  of  the  visiting  brethren  were  pastured  by 
Leonard  Simmons,  and  one  day  as  many  as 
ninety  head  were  in  the  field. 

In  the  course  of  seventeen  years  the  old 
house  became  too  small,  and  in  1834  a  brick 
edifice  was  erected  on  the  same  lot.  .  .  .  This 
was  damaged  by  a  storm,  and  after  i860  [the 
new]  Laurel  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
[built  of  brick  nearby  in  1861]  became  the 
place  of  worship  for  the  Methodists  of  this 
part  of  the  township.  The  Carmel  house  was 
abandoned,  but  the  cemetery,  .  .  .  also  begun 
in  1817,  is  still  maintained  .  .  .  and  here 
sleep  the  long  unbroken  sleep  of  death  many 
of  the  pioneers  of  Monroe,  to  whose  friends 
the  old  Carmel  church-lot  is  a  sacred  spot.  .  .  . 

Though  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain  gave 
nearly  all  of  his  religious  efforts  to  that 
part  of  the  township  in  which  he  resided, 
embracing  but  two  or  three  churches,  he  is 
none  the  less  to  be  remembered  with  the 
others  whose  names  have  been  put  for¬ 
ward  upon  the  pages  of  local,  county,  and 
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church  history — the  Reverends  Francis 
McCormick,  Lewis  Hunt,  William  Gatch, 
William  Thompson,  Benjamin  Lakin  of 
Point  Pleasant,  John  Sale,  John  Collins, 
Larner  Blackman,  John  Strange,  Andrew 
S.  McClain,  John  McClain,  and  Peter 
Hastings,  of  Felicity.  “The  old  time 
Methodist  preacher  was  a  providential 
character.  It  will  take  at  least  another 
hundred  years  for  the  world  to  find  him 
out.  To  the  world  at  large  they  will  stand 
as  civilization  builders,”  wrote  Rev.  Dr. 
Fletcher  Wharton ;  while  Samuel  Gardi¬ 
ner  Ayres  in  Methodist  Heroes  of  Other 
Days  implies  that  those  Methodist  lay 
preachers  of  the  Ohio  have  been  misun¬ 
derstood  and  their  work  unappreciated: 

The  present  generation  of  Methodists  know 
few  of  the  names  of  the  Methodists  of  former 
days,  and  still  less  of  the  manners  and  speech 
of  the  olden  time.  Some  have  an  idea  that  the 
preachers  were  uneducated,  ignorant  ranters, 
and  that  their  hearers  were  emotional  and 
easily  impressed  .  .  .  today  we  are  apt  to  for¬ 
get  that  the  ministers  of  the  olden  time  were 
of  the  stuff  of  which  heroes  are  made.  .  .  . 
They  secured  great  results,  for  above  all  they 
were  men  of  great  faith.  They  were  men  who 
were  great  in  prayer.  They  often  trod  the 
way  into  the  Holy  of  Holies.  Their  training 
was  such  that  they  read  human  nature  like  an 
open  book.  It  seemed  at  times  as  if  they  were 
inspired.  Their  messages  brought  hidden  things 
to  light,  and  made  the  greatest  braggarts  quake. 
Their  lives  were  a  rebuke  to  other  men  be¬ 
cause  of  their  purity.  They  were  great  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  faith.  Rarely  were  they  beaten 
...  we  can  never  surpass  them  in  the  splen¬ 
dor  of  their  manly  spirit  and  sacrifice. 

The  Methodist  circuit  embracing  the 
McClain  community  was  not  established 


for  the  regular  weekly  visitations  of  itin¬ 
erant  preachers  until  a  number  of  years 
after  the  McClains  came  to  Ohio  in  1806  j 
even  after  it  was  organized,  the  traveling 
preachers  did  not  come  to  Carmel  Church 
every  Sunday.  Both  the  founding  of  that 
society,  and  the  conducting  of  services  in 
private  homes,  and  much  of  the  preaching 
after  the  first  church  was  built  in  1817 
depended  upon  the  local  exhorters.  The 
Rev.  Peter  McClain  is  not  known  to  have 
conducted  services  outside  of  private 
houses  other  than  in  the  Elam  Society 
and  at  Carmel  Church,  aside  from  par¬ 
ticipation  at  camp  meetings  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  visit  to  a  more  distant  church  so¬ 
ciety  ■,  but  his  son,  Andrew  S.  McClain, 
became  a  traveling  preacher  on  what  was 
called  the  Milford  Circuit.  The  other  son, 
John,  held  more  to  the  local  pastorate  of 
Carmel  Church,  with  occasional  visits  to 
Elam  and  other  churches  in  the  county. 

Let  us  not  fail  to  record,  in  concluding 
our  references  to  the  religious  side  of  the 
lives  of  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain,  his  fam¬ 
ily,  and  his  Methodist  brethren — that 
they  were,  first  of  all,  workers.  God-fear¬ 
ing,  they  literally  believed  that  a  tree  that 
bringeth  forth  not  good  fruit  will  be 
hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire.  Coura¬ 
geous  thinkers,  they  were  good  preachers} 
good  preachers,  they  were  strong  uphold¬ 
ers  of  the  right.  Beneath  their  rugged  ex¬ 
teriors,  gleamed  the  sunshine  of  gentle¬ 
ness  and  affection,  tender  sympathy,  and 
unselfish  generosity.  Rigid  in  the  control 
of  family  they  bred  sons  of  wisdom  and 
worth.  In  local  politics  and  government, 
in  theology  and  ethics,  in  the  market  and 
in  the  home,  they  prayed  to  be  “a  benedic¬ 
tion  to  mankind.”  Their  prayers  have 
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been  answered.  On  tracing  their  descend¬ 
ants  to  the  present,  the  student  of  family 
history  will  see  the  truth  of  the  ancient 
proverb — “Grapes  do  not  come  of  thorns, 
nor  figs  of  thistles.” 

In  1815  Peter’s  sons  and  daughters  be¬ 
gan  to  marry,  and  to  them  as  they  mar¬ 
ried  he  set  apart  portions  of  his  farm, 
upon  which,  with  his  aid,  they  built  new, 
substantial  dwellings.  The  Rev.  Peter 
McClain  died  May  20,  1830,  the  twenty- 
fourth  anniversary  of  his  arrival  at  In¬ 
dian  Run  from  New  Jersey.  His  will  is 
recorded  in  Volume  D,  page  127,  of  the 
Record  of  Wills  of  Clermont  County.  He 
was  buried  in  the  “McClain  Row”  in  Car¬ 
mel  Cemetery,  near  Laurel,  Monroe 
Township,  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
where  stands  the  enduring  marker  of 
stone  inscribed: 

IN 

memory  of 
PETER  McCLAIN 
who  died 
May  20th  1830 
in  the  59th  year 
of  his  age 

Sarah  (English)  [Frambes]  McClain 
lived  for  nineteen  years  after  the  death  of 
her  husband.  Her  grandson,  Colonel 
Granville  A.  Frambes,  wrote: 

She  was  a  lovely  old  lady,  intelligent,  in¬ 
dustrious,  and  very  pious.  She  was  tall,  not 
very  heavily  built,  and  very  good  looking.  I 
remember  her  very  well.  I  loved  to  hear  her 
talk  and  tell  stories. 

She  died  May  2,  1 849,  in  her  eighty-third 
year  at  the  home  of  her  son  Wesley  Mc¬ 
Clain,  in  Felicity,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio.  She  was  buried  in  the  “McClain 
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Row,”  Carmel  Cemetery,  beside  her  hus¬ 
band,  and  the  stone  marker  is  inscribed: 

IN 

MEMORY  OF 
SARAH 
relict  of 
P.  M?  CLAIN 
DIED 

May  2,  1849 
in  her  83rd 
year 

After  her  death,  according  to  the  will 
of  Peter  McClain,  the  original  home  lot 
was  sold  by  the  executors  John  and  Wes¬ 
ley  McClain  to  James  McClain  and  Jo- 
siah  Bettle,  second  husband  of  James’s 
sister  Sarah.  The  old  family  Bible,  doubt¬ 
less  taken  to  Ohio  from  New  Jersey,  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Edward  Lee  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Esquire,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio.  The 
family  records  entered  therein  follow,  be¬ 
ginning  with  his  autograph: 


1770 

Sarah  English  was  born  February — 1767  . . . 
Mary  Frambes  was  born  January  the  2nd 
1784 

Peter  Frambes  was  born  April  the  13th  1786 
Joseph  Frambez  was  born,  September  the 
30th  1790 

Andrew  McClain  was  born,  September  the 
26th  1792. 

James  McClain  was  born  October  the  27th 
—1794. 

Sarah  McClain  was  born  April  the  16th 

1 7  97  • 

John  McClain  was  born,  November  the  23rd 
1800. 
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Wesley  McClain  was  born  September  the 
12th  1803 

Merrick  McClain  was  born  July  the  3rd 
1805. — 

Amy  McClain  was  born  January  the  16th 
1811.— 

Mary  Frambez  deceased  November  the  14th 
1791 

Peter  McClain  Departed  this  life  on  the  20th 
day  of  May  in  the  Year  of  our  lord  1830 — 

Amy  Thompson  Departed  this  life  on  the 
16  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  lord 

1833 

Sarah  McClain  Departed  this  life  April  the 
22nd  1849. 

Joseph  Frambes  Departed  this  life  July  20. 
1872. 

Wesley  McClain  Departed  this  life  Janu¬ 
ary  22.  1873. 

Sarah  Bettle  Departed  this  life  August  24th 
1882 

Wesley  McClain  was  married  to  Mary 
Blackmon  September  the  1 8th  1825 

Jn?  .  .  H.  Moore  and  Elisabeth  McClain 
was  married  March  25th  1847 

Jno.  H.  Laney  and;  Caroline  McClain  was 
married  March  20th  1848 

Jno.  W.  Mc.  .  Clain,  and  Emma.  J.  Nichols 
were  married;  Feb  3"  1868 

A.  M.  McClain  and  Emma  P.  Johnson  were 
married  Feb.  1 9"  1862. 

Names  of  their  children  as  born:  Ada  Jo- 
sephene  McClain.  Charles  Wesley,  Stella  Jane, 
Mary  Etta,  Anna  Moore  McClain,  Flora  May 
M5. Clain 

W.  C.  Mc. Clain  and  Belle.  S.  Brown  was 
married  March  4th  1866 

Wesley  McClain  was  born  September  the 
12th  1803. 

Mary  McClain  was  born  November  the  30th 
1807 

Elizabeth  McClain  was  born  November  the 
4th  1826 


Caroline  Latta  McClain  was  born  August 
the  25th  1828 

James  Blackmon  McClain  was  born  July 
the  4th  1830 — 

Augustus  Milton  McClain  was  born  June 
the  nnth  1832 

Wilber  Clark  McClain  was  born  Jan.  2nd 
1846 

John  Wesley  McClain  was  born  January 
26 — 1850 

Caroline  Laney:  died  Sept  12"  1 868 

Wesley  McClain  Died  January  22on  1873 

Mary  McClain  Died  July  2and  1875 

Augustus  M.  McClain  died  April  18th  1894 

James  B.  McClain  died  Sept 

Here  follows  the  statement  of  Mrs. 
Caroline  Frazier  relating  to  some  of  the 
children  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (English) 
[Frambes]  McClain: 

Of  my  grandfather  Peter  McClain’s  chil¬ 
dren  who  lived  I  remember  all  except  Amy 
(McClain)  Thompson  and  Merrick  McClain; 
he  died  before  I  was  born;  he  was  the  partner 
of  Randolph  Frazier  in  the  store  of  Frazier  & 
McClain.  I  believe  that  all  of  Peter’s  children 
were  born  in  New  Jersey.  Uncle  Andrew  was 
the  oldest  son — I  have  never  heard  that  his 
middle  name  was  “Simpson”;  I  do  not  think 
that  he  ever  used  the  name  of  Simpson;  he 
only  used  the  middle  letter  “S,”  and  both  my 
husband  and  myself  believe  that  Andrew  put 
that  letter  S  into  his  name  when  he  wrote  his 
name,  and  that  it  stood  for  nothing  in  par¬ 
ticular.  Uncle  Andrew  first  lived  away  from 
his  father’s  house  here  on  the  same  site  where 
I  now  live,  but  in  a  log  house  now  gone,  com¬ 
ing  to  it  when  he  was  married.  The  land  ad¬ 
joined  and  may  have  been  a  part  of  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain’s  estate.  Uncle  Andrew  later  lived  in  a 
new  brick  house  that  he  built  about  three  miles 
away,  near  to  Carmel  Church.  He  was  often 
away  from  home  preaching  on  the  Methodist 
circuit;  he  performed  many  marriages. 
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Of  the  sons  of  Peter  McClain  uncle  John 
McClain  was  the  most  frequently  with  my 
father;  often  they  would  be  together  all  day 
at  each  other’s  houses;  it  was  from  them  that 
I  learned  most  about  my  great-grandparents 
and  grandparents.  Uncle  John’s  house,  now  a 
ruin,  was  on  the  southern  part  of  the  farm 
that  Peter  McClain  had  and  divided  among 
his  sons.  Wesley  McClain’s  house,  now  a  com¬ 
plete  ruin,  was  of  brick,  and  stood  between 
Peter’s  and  where  I  live.  When  uncle  John 
left  the  house  it  was  all  in  good  repair.  .  .  . 
I  remember  very  distinctly  “Aunt  Sally,” 
Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain,  wife  to 
Reverend  John  McClain,  particularly  as  a 
great  lover  of  pets,  a  good,  kind,  motherly 
woman,  and  a  lifelong  Methodist  .  .  .  Aunt 
Sally  adopted  the  name  of  “Wilkinson”  be¬ 
cause  of  an  old  lady  friend  of  that  name  of 
whom  she  thought  so  much.  I  also  remember 
hearing  Aunt  Sally  speak  of  visiting  her  sis¬ 
ters,  Mrs.  Hanna,  Mrs.  Hendrixson,  and  Mrs. 
Martin.  My  recollection  is  that  Mrs.  Hanna 
and  Mrs.  Hendrixson  lived  near  Feesburg, 
Brown  County,  Ohio. 

There  were  several  Sarahs  here  among  the 
McClains;  between  themselves,  in  order  to 
distinguish  them  briefly,  my  mother  was  called 
“Sarah  James,”  Sarah  (Elsberry)  McClain 
was  called  “Sarah  John.”  Smoking  was  quite 
common  among  the  women  in  the  county  when 
I  was  young.  .  .  .  Reverend  Andrew  McClain 
smoked.  .  .  .  James  McClain,  my  father,  sel¬ 
dom  did;  Reverend  John  McClain  never 
smoked  to  my  knowledge.  All  the  women  used 
to  wear  caps.  I  remember  Colonel  Frambes’ 
father,  Joseph  Frambes,  son  of  my  grand¬ 
mother  Sarah  (English)  [Frambes]  McClain 
by  her  first  husband;  Joseph  and  his  elder 
brother,  Peter  Frambes,  and  my  father  were 
always  very  good  friends.  .  .  . 

I  have  a  double  coverlet,  dark  blue  and 
white,  made  many  years  ago  in  this  house  by 
my  mother,  who  spun  the  yarn,  and  had  it 
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woven  at  Batavia  on  an  old  hand-loom.  I  do 
not  think  that  Peter  McClain  did  weaving  in 
Ohio,  and  do  not  remember  having  heard  that 
he  brought  a  loom  with  him  from  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  But  he  did  bring  an  old  clock,  that  is,  the 
dial  and  wooden  works  of  it.  The  clock  must 
have  been  too  big  to  bring  so  far;  so  he  brought 
only  the  works  and  dial,  and  had  a  new  case 
made  for  them  here  in  Ohio.  This  clock  was 
given  to  me  because  the  older  ones  in  the 
family  thought  that  I  would  take  care  of  it; 
it  is  the  old  McClain  clock  that  has  never  been 
out  of  the  family;  it  is  one  of  my  most  cher¬ 
ished  possessions.  Sarah  (English)  [Frambes] 
McClain  brought  the  clock  here  when  she 
came  to  live  with  us.  The  clock  is  about  eight 
feet  tall.  [Now  in  the  possession  of  Edward 
Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio.] 

Though  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain  was  a 
man  below  the  medium  stature,  and  of 
the  average  weight  for  his  height,  with 
dark  eyes,  and  of  a  dark  complexion,  each 
of  his  five  sons  was  over  six  feet  in  height. 
They  seem  to  have  taken  their  stature 
from  their  mother,  who  was  tall.  Each  of 
these  sons  married,  had  issue,  and  the  de¬ 
scendants  have  continued  to  increase.  All 
of  these  descendants  whom  it  has  been 
found  practicable  to  reach  by  mail  or  per¬ 
sonal  interview  have  been  communicated 
with.  From  their  family  Bibles,  other  rec¬ 
ords,  and  from  their  ready  recollection, 
they  have  sent  to  us  the  particulars  of 
their  descent  from  some  child  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  McClain,  with  the  names  and  dates 
for  their  immediate  families.  These 
names  and  dates  have  been  compared  and 
tested  with  similar  particulars  obtained 
from  others,  several  persons  occasionally 
having  supplied  identical  information, 
and  have  been  compared  with  inscriptions 
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upon  gravestones  and  obituaries  in  news¬ 
papers}  especially  have  comparisons  been 
made  with  the  names  and  dates  collected 
thirty  to  fifty  years  ago  by  the  late  Colo¬ 
nel  Granville  A.  Frambes,  as  found  in  his 
genealogical  notebook  upon  the  Frambes 
and  McClain  families.  J.  P.  MacLean, 
Ph.D.,  between  fourteen  and  twenty 
years  ago  visited  a  number  of  the  Ohio 
descendants  of  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain, 
and  obtained  names  and  dates  at  first 
hand.  These  particulars  have  been  drawn 
upon  as  far  as  necessary.  Full  credit  and 
hearty  thanks  are  hereby  given  to  those 
various  persons  who  have  contributed. 
From  these  sources,  many  items  have  been 
secured  that  could  not  have  been  found  in 
any  public  records}  especially  is  this  true 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  Perhaps 
since  the  various  reports  were  received, 
and  particularly  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  period  of  the  preparation  of  this  book, 
a  child  may  have  been  born,  a  marriage 
celebrated,  a  death  suffered, — possibly  of 
a  young  soldier  as  a  result  of  the  World 
War — of  which  no  inkling  has  reached  us. 


The  kind  indulgence  of  all  McClain  de¬ 
scendants  is  asked  in  regard  to  any  such 
lack  in  the  table  of  descendants,  as  well  as 
for  any  other  omission  that  may  be  dis¬ 
covered — for  the  responsibility  in  such  a 
case  may  not  lie  entirely  with  the  com¬ 
piler  of  this  book.  While  it  is  manifestly 
impossible  for  us  to  guarantee  the  abso¬ 
lute  accuracy  of  every  item  in  the  table  of 
McClain  descendants,  made  up  from  data 
received  from  so  very  many  persons — 
especially  when  two  of  such  contributors 
have  sent  in  slightly  varying  names  for 
the  same  individual  and  different  dates 
for  the  same  event — every  care  has  been 
exercised  to  insure  reasonable  accuracy, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  table  is  sub¬ 
stantially  correct.  Each  son  of  the  Rev. 
Peter2  and  Sarah  (English)  [Frambes] 
McClain  is  treated  in  the  order  of  his 
birth,  excepting  the  Rev.  John  McClain, 
who  is  written  of  last  for  the  purpose  of 
closely  maintaining  the  continuity  of  the 
matter  relating  to  him  with  the  matter  re¬ 
lating  to  descendants  for  whom  this  book 
is  primarily  published. 


The  Children  of  the  Reverend  Peter  McClain 


REV.  ANDREW3  S.  McCLAIN 
(Peter2,  Andrew1)  was  born  Sep- 
„  tember  26,  1792,  near  Bargain- 
town,  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township,  New 
Jersey.  Since  he  was  but  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Ohio  with  his  par¬ 
ents  in  1806,  there  are  no  records  relat¬ 
ing  to  him  in  New  Jersey.  The  only  op¬ 
portunity  for  an  education  for  him  would 


seem  to  have  been  at  the  common  school 
near  which  his  parents  resided,  the 
Frambes  schoolhouse.  But  that  he  felt  the 
power  and  influence  while  quite  young  of 
the  Methodist  preachers  at  Blackman’s 
Meeting  House,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
guidance  of  his  father  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  in  view  of 
his  becoming  an  exhorter  when  but 
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twenty-six  years  old,  and  his  continuing  to 
preach,  more  or  less,  for  more  than  forty 
years,  though  during  the  latter  part  of 
that  period  only  intermittently.  He  had 
the  honor  of  being  licensed  in  Ohio  as  a 
local  preacher  in  1819  by  the  noted  Rev. 
James  B.  Finley,  and  served  for  two  years 
as  a  local  preacher.  There  are  no  indica¬ 
tions  that  he  pursued  any  formal  course 
of  study  for  the  ministry.  It  was  through 
an  inclination  inherited  and  voluntary 
that  he  became  a  minister  to  carry  on  the 
work  which  his  father  had  done  in  a  more 
restricted  way.  His  quick  success  as  a  lo¬ 
cal  preacher  led  to  his  ordination  by  the 
Ohio  Methodist  Conference  in  1819  as  an 
itinerant  minister.  His  first  appointment 
was  to  the  Brush  Creek  Circuit.  He  also 
traveled  the  Scioto  and  Ripley  circuits  in 
southern  Ohio.  One  of  the  principal 
Methodist  societies  in  which  he  preached 
early  was  that  which  held  its  meetings  in 
and  near  Greenfield,  Highland  County, 
Ohio.  His  association  with  that  society  is 
of  interest  in  connection  with  the  fact  that 
many  years  later,  it  was  as  a  member  of 
this  society  that  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
John  McClain,  died,  and  in  connection 
with  the  fact  that  the  latter’s  son,  William 
Page  McClain,  was  a  worker  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  this  Greenfield  society.  The 
latter’s  children,  also  brought  up  in  that 
church,  have  been  large  contributors  to  its 
development  and  sustainers  of  its  activi¬ 
ties.  In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  a  duty  to 
note  that  the  Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain 
was  the  twenty-third  pastor  named  in  the 
list  of  ministers  who  early  served  in  the 
pastorate  of  this  church  society  at  Green¬ 
field.  His  term  was  the  second  one  after 
1819. 


A  few  years  before  the  new  stone 
church,  built  in  1902— 4  largely  through 
the  generosity  of  Edward  Lee  McClain, 
Esquire,  was  burned  in  19 10  and  the  old 
records  destroyed,  there  was  published  by 
the  Methodist  society  a  booklet  reciting 
some  of  its  history.  From  this  booklet, 
entitled  Historical  Sketch  (compiled 
from  the  Historical  Records  on  file) 
printed  in  the  Souvenir  Programme  of 
the  Dedicatory  Exercises  of  the  1 902-4 
church,  we  have  drawn  the  fact  of  the 
Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain’s  pastorate  of 
this  society  j  and  also  the  fact  that  between 
the  founding  of  the  society  in  1804  and 
1826,  this  society  had  no  church  building, 
but  met  at  the  homes  of  its  principal 
members.  It  is  well  known  to  many  per¬ 
sons  in  Greenfield  that  one  of  those  early 
members  was  Charles  White,  whose  resi¬ 
dence  is  also  well  remembered  to  have 
stood  in  South  Washington  Street,  Green¬ 
field,  upon  the  site  of  the  present  resi¬ 
dence  of  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  mere  conjecture  that 
the  Greenfield  Methodists  held  meetings 
in  the  White  home  upon  this  site  before 
the  erection  of  the  first  church,  as  well  as 
at  the  earlier  home  of  Mr.  White  just 
outside  of  the  town.  This  society  was 
founded  in  1804,  became  a  part  of  the 
Miami  District  in  1809,  and  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  Ohio  Conference  in  1812.  The 
booklet  reveals  that  the  society  had  had 
twenty-two  successive  pastors  in  the  six¬ 
teen  years  before  the  Rev.  Andrew  S. 
McClain  became  twenty-third  pastor; 
that  the  duration  of  the  pastorates  was 
much  shorter  than  now;  and  that  the  min¬ 
isters  were  kept  moving  most  of  the  time. 
Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain  continued 


22 


The  McClain  Family 


preaching  in  Highland,  Washington,  and 
Ross  counties  for  little  more  than  a  year; 
probably  it  was  during  the  great  revival 
of  1819  held  in  that  region  of  Ohio  by 
the  Rev.  E.  W.  Finley  and  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Swazey,  when  639  persons  joined 
the  several  Methodist  societies,  that  the 
Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain  first  came  to 
that  part  of  Ohio.  As  shown  in  the  his¬ 
torical  booklet,  after  the  revival  of  1819, 
the  next  pastors  in  order  to  preach  in  and 
near  Greenfield  in  the  homes  of  the 
Methodists  were  “William  Stephenson 
and  Andrew  McClain.”  This  places  these 
men  at  Greenfield  between  1819  and 
1822. 

Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain  continued  for 
sixteen  consecutive  years  traveling  the 
southern  Ohio  Methodist  circuits,  confin¬ 
ing  himself  in  the  latter  part  of  that  pe¬ 
riod  to  the  Milford  Circuit  embracing 
Clermont  County  and  parts  of  Hamilton 
and  Warren  counties.  When  one  considers 
that,  when  Andrew  S.  McClain  began  as  a 
traveling  preacher,  “by  the  law  of  the 
church  a  single  man’s  salary  was  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  year  and  a  married  man’s 
two  hundred  dollars” — \The  Introduc¬ 
tion  of  Methodism  into  Ohio ,  I.  F.  King, 
D.D.],  one  must  concede  that  men  like 
Andrew  S.  McClain  did  not  enter  or  re¬ 
main  in  the  ministry  for  money. 

Married  and  with  three  children  when 
he  began  preaching,  Andrew  had  become 
the  father  of  thirteen  children  before  his 
preaching  ceased.  With  so  large  a  family, 
he  could  not  continue  his  steady  labors  for 
the  church  without  neglecting  the  duties 
that  lay  nearest  to  him;  so  about  1835  he 
settled  down  near  Laurel  in  Monroe 
Township  for  two  or  three  years  where  he 


built  a  large,  comfortable  brick  house  for 
his  family.  Finishing  the  house,  he  re¬ 
sumed  his  circuit  preaching  for  two  years 
more.  After  that  he  served  as  an  occa¬ 
sional  “supply”  in  various  neighboring 
pulpits  and  was  much  sought  to  officiate  at 
funerals.  His  nephew,  the  late  Corydon 
Strange  McClain,  M.D.,  of  Springfield, 
Missouri,  said, 

I  often  heard  my  uncle  Andrew  McClain 
preach.  He  was  a  great  funeral  preacher.  The 
people  always  wanted  him  to  preach  at  a 
funeral.  My  mother  said  that  my  father  was 
the  best  to  preach  from  a  text,  but  that  Uncle 
Andrew  was  at  his  best  at  a  funeral.  When 
Andrew  arose  from  his  seat  to  begin  a  sermon, 
he  was  accustomed  to  raise  or  twist  his  shoul¬ 
ders  upward  and  downward  as  he  started  to 
speak,  which  caused  people  to  say  that  he  was 
“shouldering  the  Cross.” 

J.  P.  MacLean,  Ph.D.,  wrote  that  the 
Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain  was 

a  man  of  pronounced  ability,  and  gained  for 
himself  an  honorable  reputation  wherever  he 
went.  The  fact  that  he  rode  extensively, 
preaching  the  gospel,  wading  through  streams 
and  swamps,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  all  this  with  but  little  compensa¬ 
tion,  shows  forth  the  great  zeal  with  which  he 
was  possessed. 

His  account  book,  owned  by  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Lucy  Ann  (McClain)  Turner, 
reveals  that  among  his  various  activities 
after  he  ceased  regular  traveling,  and  be¬ 
tween  his  preaching  engagements  in  local 
pulpits,  he  transported  large  quantities  of 
hay  and  grain  to  Cincinnati  upon  a  flat- 
boat  which  he  bought  for  that  purpose. 
The  late  John  B.  Turner,  Justice  of  Mon¬ 
roe  Township,  said  in  1918  that  the  “Rev. 
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Andrew  McClain  was  most  energetic, 
thorough,  exact,  and  conscientious  in 
everything  he  did.”  Unfortunately,  he 
did  not  preserve  his  sermons  in  manu¬ 
script,  deeming  them  but  “things  of  the 
moment”;  but  a  brief  note  written  by  him 
before  1835  and  published  in  a  Clermont 
County  newspaper  reflects  the  inspira¬ 
tional  nature  of  the  man,  the  need  for  his 
leadership,  and  the  pleasure  he  derived  in 
serving  as  one  of  “the  people  of  God”: 

[. From  the  original  clipping  preserved  by  the 

late  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  {McClain)  Por¬ 
ter  of  Point  Isabel ,  Clermont  County  ]  : 

REVIVALS  OF  RELIGION 

We  have  comfortable  times  on  Milford  cir¬ 
cuit.  The  Lord  is  carrying  on  his  work,  and 
we  feel  encouraged  to  labour  cheerfully  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.  The  Lord  was  gloriously 
and  powerfully  present  at  our  camp  meeting, 
which  commenced  on  the  6th  inst. — Many 
were  awakened  to  see  their  awful  danger,  and 
came  with  trembling  and  bitter  crying  to  the 
mourners’  bench,  asking  the  people  of  God  to 
pray  for  them.  Many  captives  were  freed 
from  the  bondage  of  sin,  and  there  was  a  gen¬ 
eral  quickening  of  the  membership.  The 
preachers  were  divinely  assisted  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  God’s  word.  On  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  25  adults  were  baptized,  and  about  that 
number  of  children.  And  forty  came  forward 
and  presented  themselves  as  candidates  for 
membership  in  our  church.  Upon  the  whole  I 
look  for  better  times.  May  the  Lord  send  sal¬ 
vation  to  the  people. 

[Signed]  A.  S.  M’Clain. 

The  obituary  notice  of  Andrew’s 
widow,  Lucy  (Brown)  McClain,  pub¬ 
lished  in  April,  1882,  in  the  New  Rich¬ 
mond  Independent ,  states  that  her  hus¬ 
band  was  first  taken  into  the  Methodist 
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Church  as  a  member  by  the  Rev.  John 
Strange,  a  close  friend  of  the  McClain 
family.  No  adequate  biographical  or 
obituary  notice  relative  to  the  life  and  la¬ 
bors  of  the  Rev.  John  Strange,  the  Rev. 
Peter  McClain,  the  Rev.  Andrew  S.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  the  Rev.  John  McClain,  or  of 
other  preachers  with  whom  they  were  in¬ 
timately  associated  in  Clermont  was  pub¬ 
lished  at  the  times  of  their  deaths.  It  was 
of  such  as  these  that  it  has  been  said 

the  most  sacred  walks  on  this  continent  are 
their  circuit  paths;  the  holiest  spots  are  the 
repositories  where  they  have  been  laid  in  their 
last  sleep;  the  loveliest  flowers  seen  by  mortals 
are  those  that  bloom  above  their  graves,  sym¬ 
bols  of  their  brighter  glory. 

The  Rev.  Andrew3  S.  McClain  entered 
in  his  own  Bible  (owned  in  1918  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  Ann  (McClain) 
Turner)  a  record  of  his  marriage: 

Andrew  S.  McClain,  son  of  Peter  &  Sarah 
McClain  and  Lucy  Brown  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  and  Ruth  Brown  were  married  Sept.  30, 
1813. 

His  birth  and  death  are  entered  therein: 
“Andrew  S.  MClain  Sept.  26,  1792”;  “An¬ 
drew  S.  McClain  Nov.  25 ,  1 874->5 

His  wife’s  birth  and  death  also  appear: 
“Lucy  Brown  May  4,  1797”;*  “Lucy  Brown 
McClain  Apr.  22,  1882” 

Both  Andrew  S.  and  Lucy  are  buried  in 
Carmel  Cemetery  at  Laurel.  They  lived 
to  celebrate  the  sixty-first  anniversary  of 
their  wedding.  The  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  of  their  children  given  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  are  quoted  herein.  Of  those  thirteen 

*  Born  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky;  came  to 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  in  1802. 
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children  twelve  became  heads  of  families, 
namely: 

( 1 )  William4  Anderson  McClain,  born 
October  3,  1814,  married  November  9,  1837, 
Mary  Ann  Bettle.  He  died  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  May  18,  1 8  8 1 ;  she  died  June  1, 
1900.  Their  children  were:  Josiah  Bettle,  An¬ 
drew  Benson,  Lucy  Lavina,  William  Rapier, 
John  C.,  Lorenzo  Dow,  George  Bettle,  David, 
Charles,  and  Lusetta.  Charles  graduated  from 
the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  married  Miss 
Brooks  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  had  a  son 
Charles  Brooks  McClain,  of  Indianapolis.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  (Bettle)  McClain,  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam4  Anderson  McClain,  died  on  May  25, 
1900,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Caroline4  (Mc¬ 
Clain)  Frazier. 

(2)  Sarah4  English  McClain,  born  May 
15,  1817,  married  November  26,  1835,  Jona¬ 
than  B.  Nichols;  he  was  born  July  25,  1809, 
and  died  April  12,  1885;  she  died  March  23, 
1889.  Their  children  were:  Andrew  Benson, 
born  September  2,  1836,  died  January  6, 
1841;  William  Nathan,  born  September  I, 
1842,  and  married  Mary  Applegate;  Cynthia 
M.  (died  young) ;  and  Leander  H.,  born 
March  27,  1848,  married  Matilda  Shaw,  May 
II,  1874. 

(3)  Joseph4  Benson  McClain,  born  Au¬ 
gust  13,  1819,  married  July  24,  1851,  Lu¬ 
cinda  Betterton;  he  died  at  Libertyville,  Iowa, 
May  19,  1888.  Their  children:  Edwin  (killed 
by  lightning),  Edna,  Clara,  Fanny,  Sarah, 
Joseph,  and  Mary. 

(4)  Robert4  Brown  McClain,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1822,  married  May  20,  1847,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ellen  Evans;  he  died  at  Abingdon,  Iowa, 
November  12,  1884.  Their  children:  Calvin, 
Jerome,  and  Maud  (deceased). 

(5)  John4  Wesley  McClain,  born  April 
5,  1825,  married  June  26,  1851,  Nancy  Ann 
Kirkpatrick;  he  died  July  4,  1864;  buried  in 
Carmel  Cemetery,  Monroe  Township,  Cler¬ 


mont  County.  Their  children:  George  W., 
Ella,  and  Franklin. 

(6)  George4  Washington  McClain, 
born  June  14,  1827,  married  January  30, 
1851,  Rebecca  Jane  McNeil;  removed  to  Fair- 
field,  Wapello  County,  Iowa,  where  she  died 
June  17,  1892.  Their  children:  Francis,  Mar¬ 
shall,  Turpin,  Tell,  Ella,  Lucy,  Charles,  and 
Edward. 

(7)  David4  Simpson  McClain,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1829,  married  August  27,  1858, 
Harriet  Amsberry;  removed  to  Kansas  where 
he  died  in  1904.  Their  children:  Julian  Douth, 
Andrew  Perlette,  Lena,  Ellsworth,  and  Her- 
shell. 

(8)  Ruth4  Eliza  McClain,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1831,  married  August  12,  1858,  Oliver 
Perry  Trees,  and  resided  near  Chilo,  Ohio. 
Their  issue:  Andrew  Horace  Trees,  born  in 
1858,  died  in  1865,  resided  at  Point  Isabel, 
Ohio. 

(9)  Mary4  Elizabeth  McClain,  born 
October  4,  1833,  married  February  21,  1878, 
William  Porter;  he  died  December  3,  1 890; 
she  died  at  Point  Isabel,  Clermont  County, 
April  6,  1921.  No  issue. 

(10)  Frances4  Alsirah  McClain,  born 
May  30,  1836,  married  August  1 3,  1857, 
Francis  Marion  Trees,  born  November  12, 
1833;  she  died  at  Point  Isabel,  Clermont 
County,  April  20,  1920.  Their  issue:  Charles 
Warren,  born  July  10,  1858;  Mary  Luella, 
born  August  30,  1862;  Robert  Austin  Trees 
of  Bethel,  Ohio,  born  January  5,  1867. 

( 1 1 )  Almira4  McClain,  born  January  4, 

1838,  died  three  days  later. 

(12)  Lucy4  Ann  McClain,  born  July  8, 

1839,  married  October  28,  1857,  John  B. 
Turner  of  Laurel;  died  October  2,  1924. 
Their  issue:  Walter,  born  August  4,  1858;  Al¬ 
bert,  born  February  12,  1861 ;  Emma  E.,  born 
January  28,  1863,  died  October  14,  1869; 
Lizzie,  born  September  12,  1864;  Estella,  born 
June  29,  1868,  died  October  15,  1869;  Clara, 
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born  September  9,  1874,  died  April  30,  1896; 
Bessie,  born  May  16,  1877;  Edith,  born  June 
26,  and  died  September  15,  1882. 

(13)  Nackey4  Ellen  McClain,  born 
February  13,  1843,  married  February  23, 
i860,  Thomas  Jefferson  Nichols,  born  April 
28,  1840.  They  resided  near  Nicholsville, 
Clermont  County,  and  had  issue:  Capitola, 
born  April  12,  1863,  died  September  21, 
1864;  Effie  Fielding,  born  April  1,  1867,  re¬ 
moved  to  Seattle,  Washington;  Rose  May, 
born  May  1,  1869,  married  Arthur  Grant  Mc¬ 
Clellan,  and  removed  to  San  Jose,  California, 
and  had  issue:  Arthur  Thomas  (deceased), 
Clarence  Nichols,  Edna,  Lucile,  and  Percy 
Collins  McClellan;  Lucy  Brown,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  24,  1872,  died  January  22,  1893;  May 
Emma,  born  February  I,  1878,  died  Decem¬ 
ber  19,  1894;  Edna  Olive,  born  August  25, 
1883,  married  Eben  Clyde  Trum  of  Pleasant 
Ridge,  Ohio,  January  28,  1903. 

AMES3  McCLAIN  (Peter2,  An¬ 
drew1)  was  born  near  Bargaintown, 
Great  Egg  Harbor  Township,  New 
Jersey,  October  27,  1794,  obtained  there 
his  first  schooling,  and  came  to  Tate  (now 
Monroe)  Township,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  with  his  parents  in  May,  1806.  Af¬ 
ter  some  early  adventures  at  trading  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  which  ne¬ 
cessitated  his  going  to  New  Orleans  by 
boat,  on  one  of  which  journeys  he  and  an¬ 
other  man  performed  the  feat  of  walking 
from  New  Orleans  to  his  home  in  Ohio 
in  twenty-one  days,  he  settled  upon  the 
northeastern  part  of  his  father’s  estate, 
building  thereon  the  present  house,  now 
somewhat  enlarged.  There  he  passed  as  a 
farmer  the  remainder  of  his  long  life.  He 
was  a  typical  Scot  in  appearance, — of  iron 
will,  yet  quiet  and  unobtrusive  in  man¬ 
ner.  It  is  said  of  him  that 


when  aroused,  or  interested,  he  became  very 
animated  in  conversation.  His  memory  was 
very  retentive  and  he  loved  to  talk  over  past 
events.  He  was  trusty  in  boyhood  as  well  as  in 
manhood. 

Though  very  religious  and  active  as  a 
Methodist,  he  did  not  essay  to  preach.  His 
portrait  painted  in  oil  is  owned  by  his 
grandchildren  by  his  second  wife.  It  be¬ 
tokens  a  man  who  exalted  not  himself, 
and  who  took  no  shallow  view  of  life  and 
of  his  duties  to  his  family,  his  church,  his 
country,  and  to  his  fellowmen.  James3 
McClain  was  the  last  of  his  father’s  stal¬ 
wart  sons  in  Clermont,  and  his  estate  re¬ 
mained,  when  he  died,  the  last  section 
of  the  original  estate  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
McClain  to  be  held  by  a  descendant.  On 
page  136  of  Book  No.  1  of  Clermont 
County  marriages,  filed  in  the  Probate 
Court  at  Batavia,  is  the  entry: 

I  do  Hereby  Certify  that  on  the  24th  day 
of  February  I  Joined  in  the  Holy  State  of 
Matrimony  James  McClain  and  Betsy  Wood 
of  Lawful  age.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal 
this  5th  day  of  April  1820.  Thos.  Lindsay 
J.P. 

Elizabeth  Wood  was  born  September 
16,  1798,  and  died  February  10,  18405 
buried  in  McClain  Row,  Carmel  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Their  children  were: 

(1)  Louisa4,  born  December  20,  1820, 
married  October  25,  1840,  William  Keathler, 
and  died  November  21,  1843,  leaving  one 
child,  Orlando,  since  deceased. 

(2)  Sarah4,  born  October  3,  1822,  married 
Joel  H.  Coleman,  August  6,  1840,  and  died 
in  1862  (?)  leaving  issue:  Elizabeth,  Melvina, 
Jane  (deceased),  Eliza,  Susan,  and  Emma 
(deceased). 
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(3)  Emaline4,  born  January  3,  1825,  died 
September  23,  1839,  buried  in  the  “McClain 
Row,”  Carmel  Cemetery,  Clermont  County. 

(4)  George4  Brown,  born  January  18, 
1827,  enlisted  in  the  War  with  Mexico,  and 
is  believed  to  have  died  therein,  unmarried. 

(5)  Wilson4,  born  July  16,  1831,  married 
November  21,  1852,  Mary  Jane  Sapp,  and 
died  December  21,  1852.  She  married,  sec¬ 
ondly,  James  Ashton  of  Williamsburg,  Cler¬ 
mont  County. 

(6)  Elizabeth4  Ann,  born  August  16, 
1835,  married  September  27,  1855,  Stephen 
Frazier,  who  was  born  September  17,  1832, 
and  died  September  6,  1861,  leaving  issue — 
Ida  E.,  born  November  22,  1856,  William 
H.,  born  January  14,  1859,  and  Margaret  A., 
born  March  6,  1861.  Elizabeth4  Ann  Mc¬ 
Clain  Frazier  married,  secondly,  November  2, 
1862,  Alfred  Tribbey,  born  April  10,  1831, 
who  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Sev¬ 
enth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  died  in 
Millen  prison,  Georgia,  November  30,  1864, 
leaving  issue:  Ada  May,  born  January  12, 
1864,  who  died  January  3,  1905.  The  widow, 
Elizabeth4  Ann  (McClain)  Frazier-Tribbey, 
resided  at  Point  Isabel,  Ohio. 

James3  McClain  (Peter2,  Andrew1)  by 
his  second  wife,  Sarah  Montgomery,  the 
widow  Emmons,  born  February  15,  1807, 
in  Kentucky,  married  to  him  September 
22,  1840,  had  issue: 

(1)  Amanda4  Melvina,  born  September 
9,  1841,  died  March  26,  1844  (buried  in 
“McClain  Row,”  Carmel  Cemetery). 

(2)  Caroline4,  born  on  the  McClain  estate 
in  the  house  in  which  she  resided  and  which 
she  owned,  near  Saltair,  Monroe  Township, 
on  September  2,  1845.  She  died  September  1 8, 
1927.  Active  for  many  years  as  a  teacher  in 
both  schools  and  Methodist  church,  and  in¬ 
tensely  devoted  to  the  care  of  her  parents  in 
their  declining  years,  this  praiseworthy  lady 


gave  much  thought  to  the  history  of  the  Mc¬ 
Clains  in  Monroe  Township  and  was  a  reliable 
guide  and  inspiration  in  the  compiling  of  this 
book,  to  whom  this  acknowledgment  is  due. 
Through  her  kindness  and  excellent  memory, 
we  have  been  able  to  present  her  depositions,  as 
also  various  vital  records  and  deeds,  the  origi¬ 
nals  of  which  she  carefully  preserved  for  many 
years.  In  grateful  remembrance  we  no  less 
hold  her  amiable  husband,  Edward  Frazier, 
one  of  the  last  veterans  in  Clermont  of  the 
Civil  War  (died  in  1927),  for  most  courteous 
painstaking  assistance  rendered  in  little  jour¬ 
neys  about  Monroe  Township.  Edward  Frazier 
was  born  August  26,  1839,  and  married  Caro¬ 
line  McClain  February  26,  1901.  She  was  the 
last  of  the  McClains  to  reside  upon  a  part  of 
the  McClain  estate  that  remained  in  the  family 
from  the  time  the  Rev.  Peter  McClain  ac¬ 
quired  it  in  1806.  Edward  Frazier  was  the  son 
of  Jesse  and  Epsy  (Davis)  Frazier,  and  grand¬ 
son  of  William  and  Innocent  (Salt)  Frazier. 
Edward’s  aunt,  Eleanor  (Nelly)  Frazier,  mar¬ 
ried  Merrick3  McClain. 

(3)  Minerva4  Ellen,  born  August  16, 
1846,  married  October  16,  1865,  Samuel 
Harrison  Jackson,  born  October  3,  1840.  She 
died  at  their  home  near  Nicholsville,  Monroe 
Township,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  on  No¬ 
vember  17,  1920.  She  was  the  mother  of  four¬ 
teen  children,  namely:  (1)  Amy  Uretta,  born 
June  15,  1866,  married  November  10,  1891, 
Charles  Morehead,  and  had  issue:  Edna,  Irene, 
Helen,  Allen,  and  Walter,  sometimes  of  Elk 
Lake,  Clermont  County;  (2)  Jacob  Logan, 
born  September  4,  1867,  died  March  12, 
1897;  (3)  Carrie  Olive,  born  January  27, 
1869;  (4)  Grace  May,  born  July  23,  1870, 
died  November  9,  1886;  (5)  Kate  Florence, 
born  September  28,  1871,  married  May  19, 
1896,  Charles  Norris,  and  had  issue:  Susannah, 
Abigail,  and  Albert,  sometimes  of  Hamilton, 
Ohio;  (6)  Mary  Eva,  born  January  16,  1873, 
married  February  6,  1895,  Frank  Hilgemeir, 
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residing  at  Cincinnati,  and  had  issue,  Alvin, 
Alice,  Hazel,  and  Frank;  (7)  Edward  How¬ 
ard,  born  October  19,  1874,  married  August 
26,  1896,  Della  Springer,  and  residing  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  had  issue:  Russell  and  Lelah;  (8) 
James  Russel,  born  May  21,  1876,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati;  (9)  Lizzie  Bell,  born  February  22, 
1878,  married  August  4,  1898,  William  Gil¬ 
lespie,  and  residing  at  Mt.  Pisgah,  Ohio,  had 
issue:  May  Ellen;  (10)  Harry  Leslie,  born 
February  22,  1880,  married  January  19,  1901, 
Mabel  Dillon,  and  residing  at  Cincinnati,  had 
issue  Alice;  (11)  Lulu  Bernice,  born  October 
26,  1881;  (12)  Charles  Walter,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1883;  (13)  Anna  Mabel,  born  June 
10,  1885,  married  August  27,  1904,  Howard 
Purkiser,  and  residing  at  Cincinnati,  had  is¬ 
sue:  Mildred;  (14)  John  Allen,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1886. 

The  second  wife  of  James3  McClain, 
Sarah  Montgomery,  survived  him  by 
eight  years,  dying  March  2,  1891.  She  is 
buried  in  the  “McClain  Row,”  Carmel 
Cemetery.  An  account  of  the  celebration 
of  the  eighty-eighth  birthday  of  James3 
McClain,  giving  records  of  his  life,  was 
published  following  October  27,  1882, 
in  the  New  Richmond  Independent.  He 
lived  for  four  months  and  twenty-one 
days  thereafter,  and  on  May  5,  1883,  the 
Independent  completed  the  record  of  his 
long,  useful,  and  honorable  life  with  an 
obituary  notice,  a  part  of  which,  not 
hitherto  entered  in  this  book,  we  quote: 

He  died  March  20,  1883,  aged  88  years,  4 
months  and  23  days.  ...  He  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age  and  served  as  a  class 
leader  at  old  Elam  Church  and  at  Lakin 
Chapel  for  a  number  of  years.  During  several 
weeks  of  his  last  sickness  he  was  almost  con¬ 
stantly  engaged  in  prayer.  He  died  as  he  lived, 


believing  and  trusting  in  his  Saviour.  The  fu¬ 
neral  services  were  held  at  his  late  residence 
March  21,  1883,  conducted  by  Rev.  N.  Bailey 
assisted  by  Rev.  H.  Stokes,  after  which  he  was 
laid  away  in  Carmel  Cemetery,  near  Laurel, 
while  his  neighbors,  friends,  and  relatives  sol¬ 
emnly  paid  their  last  sad  tribute  to  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Clermont. 

ARAH3  McCLAIN,  third  child 
and  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Peter2  and  Sarah  (English)  Mc¬ 
Clain,  was  born  near  Bargaintown,  New 
Jersey,  April  16,  1797,  first  married  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1815, 
George  (son  of  Robert)  Brown,  whose 
sister  Lucy  had  previously  married  Sa¬ 
rah’s  eldest  brother,  Andrew  S.  McClain. 
George  Brown  died  July  25,  1825,  leav¬ 
ing  two  children  by  his  wife  Sarah3  Mc¬ 
Clain.  On  October  3,  1830,  Sarah3  (Mc¬ 
Clain)  Brown  married,  as  her  second  hus¬ 
band,  Josiah  Bettle,  born  July  7,  1793, 
who  died  August  22,  1863,  without  issue 
by  his  wife  Sarah3  McClain.  She  died  Au¬ 
gust  24,  1882,  and  lies  at  rest  upon  the 
high  bank  of  the  Ohio  River  at  New 
Richmond,  Clermont  County.  The  New 
Richmond  Independent ,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  her  death,  repeated  in  an  obituary  ar¬ 
ticle  the  main  facts  of  her  life  and  added: 

“She  had  only  two  children,  Harriet  Nichols 
and  John  F.  Brown.  The  former  lives  in  In¬ 
diana,  and  the  latter  laid  down  his  life  for  his 
country  during  the  late  war.  She  leaves  four¬ 
teen  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great-grand¬ 
children.  She  was  one  of  the  oldest,  perhaps  the 
oldest,  residents  of  this  place,  and  has  lived 
here  many  years.  She  had  suffered  greatly  from 
asthma  and  dropsy  for  several  days  before  her 
death,  but  the  end  was  peaceful;  her  aged 
body  worn  out,  she  quietly  fell  asleep  for  the 
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last  time.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
M.E.  Church  at  10  o’clock  yesterday  morning, 
conducted  by  Rev.  D.  L.  Aultman,  and  the  re¬ 
mains  laid  away  in  Green  Mound  Cemetery.” 

Her  daughter,  Harriet  Brown,  born  May 
5,  1 8 1 8,  died  January  6,  1897,  buried  at 
North  Madison,  Indiana.  She  married  October 
21,  1834,  Nathan  Brown  Nichols,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  9,  1816,  died  December  10,  1886.  Their 
eight  children  were:  (1)  George  Brown,  born 
October  7,  1835,  married  in  i860,  Mary 
Parker,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Edwin. 
George  married,  secondly,  Ida  Stevens  and  had 
Judith  and  George.  Their  father  died  June  20, 
1904;  (2)  William  Darwin,  born  June  14, 
1837,  died  July  I,  1842;  (3)  Nackey  Ellen, 
born  June  25,  1838,  married  William  Ham- 
phreys,  and  residing  at  Dallas,  Texas,  had 
issue,  Bertha,  Arthur,  and  Jerome;  (4)  Sarah 
Olive,  born  June  30,  1842,  married  April  11, 
1869,  Johnson  Crawford,  born  August  3, 
1835.  They  resided  at  New  Richmond,  Ohio; 
(5)  John  Polk,  born  May  5,  1844,  died  June 
I,  1845;  (6)  Mary  Adaline,  born  September 
12,  1848,  married  in  1868,  George  Bannan, 
and  residing  at  North  Madison,  Indiana,  had 
a  son,  Edwin;  (7)  Jerome,  born  December 
29,  1849,  married  Julia  Phillips,  and  resided 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  (8)  Walter,  born  January 
3,  1862,  married  Laura  McConahay,  and  re¬ 
siding  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  had  issue,  Lester, 
Helen,  and  Marjory. 

John  Fletcher  Brown,  only  son  of 
George  and  Sarah3  (McClain)  Brown,  born 
June  2,  1820,  married  Margaret  Walker 
about  1847,  an^  enlisting  in  the  Civil  War  in 
Company  F,  89th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Chickamauga  September 
19,  1863.  He  was  sent  to  Libby  Prison,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  and  from  there  to  Danville,  Va., 
where  he  died  of  starvation  and  exposure  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1864.  Though  buried  at  Danville,  a 
monument  in  memory  of  this  soldier  stands  in 
Carmel  Cemetery,  Monroe  Township,  Cler¬ 


mont  County,  Ohio.  He  had  nine  children  by 
Margaret3  Walker;  she  removed  to  or  near  to 
Junction  City,  Kansas.  Their  children:  (1) 
Antoinette  Claudia  (called  Nellie),  born  July 
28,  1845,  married  July  4,  1863,  John  Riley 
Nichols,  born  February  I,  1840,  and  died  July 
3,  1902.  They  resided  at  Batavia,  Ohio,  and 
had  issue,  Clayton  Brown,  born  March  28, 
1864,  who  married  Maud  Eleanor  Hitch; 
(2)  Belle  S.,  born  April  4,  1847,  married  her 
second  cousin,  Wilbur4  Clark  McClain,  and 
removed  to  Junction  City,  Kansas.  He  was  a 
son  of  Wesley3  McClain  (Peter2,  Andrew1), 
and  had  issue  Clifford5  Brown  McClain,  born 
May  7,  1868,  who  married  Dorothy  Stetter, 
and  resides  at  Bellevue,  Ky. ;  (3)  William 
Allison,  born  January  3,  1849,  married  Anna 
Ambrose  March  10,  1872,  and  resided  at 
Junction  City,  Kansas;  (4)  Emma  Francis, 
born  March  2,  1851,  resided  at  Jefferson,  Mis¬ 
souri;  (5)  George  Thomas,  born  March  22, 
1853,  married  Mary  Rathbone,  September  28, 
1875,  and  resided  at  Junction  City,  Kansas; 
(6)  Anna  Margaret,  born  June  14,  1855, 
married  Rev.  Winfield  Scott  Calhoun,  and 
resided  at  Tuscola,  Ill.;  (7)  Robert,  born 
July  10,  1857,  died  in  August,  1859;  buried 
in  Carmel  Cemetery;  (8)  Laura  Newton, 
born  in  February,  1859,  resided  at  Junction 
City,  Kansas;  (9)  John  Fletcher,  born  De¬ 
cember  17,  1861,  married  June  19,  1901, 
Lucy  Kimpton,  and  resided  at  Junction  City, 
Kansas. 

WESLEY3  McCLAIN,  fifth 
child  of  the  Rev.  Peter2  and 
Sarah  (English)  McClain, 
born  September  12,  1803,  near  Bargain- 
town,  New  Jersey,  came  to  Ohio  in  1806, 
and  was  educated  at  the  common  school 
about  a  half  mile  south  of  Nicholsville 
on  the  New  Richmond  road.  This  school- 
house  was  also  used  for  religious  meet¬ 
ings,  and  its  site  later  became  the  loca- 
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tion  of  Spring  Grove  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  His  son,  James  Blackman 
McClain,  M.D.,  late  of  Sardinia,  Ohio, 
stated  that  Wesley  McClain,  though 
loyal  to  Methodism,  decided  that  “the 
Lord  did  not  intend  him  to  be  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Gospel.”  At  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen,  Wesley  joined  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  always  remained  con¬ 
sistent  to  his  profession,  filling  the  office 
of  steward,  and  during  the  last  forty 
years  of  his  life,  that  of  class  leader.  In 
addition  to  the  record  of  his  marriage  in 
his  father’s  Bible,  there  is  entered  on  page 
127  of  Clermont  County  Marriage  Book 
No.  2:  “Wesley  McClain  and  Mary 
Blackman  Sept.  18,  1825.  Jesse  Justice, 
Minister  of  the  M.E.C.”  Mary  Blackman 
was  born  November  30,  1807,  near  Port 
Republic,  New  Jersey,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  James  Blackman,  the  Methodist 
preacher  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township, 
New  Jersey,  who  came  to  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  with  the  Rev.  John  Collins 
in  1803.  Though  intimate  was  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  as  Methodist  preachers  in  both 
New  Jersey  and  Ohio  of  the  parents  of 
both  Wesley  and  Mary,  none  of  Wesley’s 
children  became  ministers.  Wesley  Mc¬ 
Clain  was  the  favorite  grandson  of  Amy 
(Means)  McClain,  partly  because  he 
looked  more  like  her  sandy-complex- 
ioned  first  husband,  Andrew  McClain. 
A  portrait  of  Wesley  McClain  is  thus 
a  prized  possession,  though  the  original 
picture  is  now  much  faded.  Wesley  Mc¬ 
Clain’s  vocation  was  chiefly  farming, 
which  he  began  upon  the  north  central 
portion  of  his  father’s  estate,  to  which  he 
acquired  full  title  by  a  deed  dated  Janu¬ 
ary  6,  1830,  for  the  merely  nominal  sum 
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of  one  hundred  dollars, — “one  hundred 
acres  and  twenty-three  poles  of  land  ad¬ 
joining  the  land  of  John  McClain,  and  on 
the  waters  of  Indian  Creek,” — from 
Peter  McClain  and  wife  Sarah  McClain, 
witnessed  by  A.  S.  McClain  and  John 
Rogers,  and  recorded  at  Batavia,  Febru¬ 
ary  10,  1830.  [ Clermont  County  Deed 
Book  A  2,  p.  492.]  A  part  of  this  land  is 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  Norris  who  resides  on 
it;  but  the  substantial,  two-story  house 
built  of  brick  by  Wesley  McClain,  though 
standing  untenanted  twenty-five  years 
ago,  has  since  been  removed,  save  the 
broad  foundation  of  its  chimney.  Wesley 
McClain  carried  on  the  business  of  gen¬ 
eral  supplies  in  a  store  at  Felicity  and  also 
in  one  at  Nicholsville,  and  was  the  post¬ 
master  there  in  1871.  He  died  January 
22,  1873,  twenty-one  months  before  his 
eldest  brother  the  Rev.  Andrew  S.  Mc¬ 
Clain.  The  wife,  Mary  (Blackman)  Mc¬ 
Clain,  died  July  2,  1875;  both  are  buried 
in  Carmel  Cemetery.  Their  six  children 
were: 

(1)  Elizabeth4  McClain,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1826,  married  on  March  25,  1847, 
John  Harris  Moore,  M.D.,  born  April  8, 
1822,  and  died  August  8,  1854,  leaving  three 
children:  (a)  Mary  Laurabella,  born  July  16, 
1848,  married  George  Nash  of  Piqua,  Ohio; 
(b)  Julian  Lamattine,  born  October  17,  1851, 
became  a  physician,  married  Anna  Johnson  of 
Newport,  Kentucky,  and  died  October  21, 
1885;  (c)  Anna  Belle,  born  July  7,  1854, 
married  November  30,  1879,  John  Hanson 
Fishback,  born  July  8,  1852,  of  Batavia,  Ohio, 
and  had  issue:  (1)  Charles  Wilmer,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1880,  who  married  Eva  South, 
March,  1901;  (2)  Lucille;  (3)  Merle;  (4) 
Anna  Elizabeth;  (5)  Florence  Moore,  born 
April  10,  1883;  (6)  Harry  Everett,  born 
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July  31,  1885;  (7)  Sanford  Earle,  born  June 
6,  1887;  (8)  Julian  Ray,  born  September  4, 
1890;  (9)  Jamie,  born  June  18,  1892. 

(2)  James4  Blackman  McClain  (Wes¬ 
ley3,  Peter2,  Andrew1),  born  July  4,  1830, 
married,  first,  October  29,  1850,  Amie  Louisa 
Higby,  who  was  born  November  1 1,  1832,  and 
died  March  10,  1 86 1 ;  married,  secondly,  Oc¬ 
tober  7,  1861,  Melissa  D.  Ford,  born  in  Cler¬ 
mont  County,  Ohio,  March  24,  1846.  She 
died  January  15,  1914.  A  few  months  prior 
to  his  death  he  cordially  supplied  for  this  work 
data  about  himself,  which  may  be  summarized, 
viz.: 

“For  a  short  time  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  then  studied  medicine,  graduating 
from  Starling  Medical  College  in  1852.  For 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  practiced  in  Sar¬ 
dinia,  Brown  County,  Ohio.  His  medical 
career  was  remarkable  in  that  he  never  lost  a 
woman  in  childbirth.  He  enlisted  in  the  184th 
Ohio  regiment  during  the  Civil  War,  and  soon 
after  was  appointed  Surgeon,  and  so  remained 
until  the  regiment  was  disbanded.  Governor 
Campbell  appointed  him  Secretary  of  the  Ohio 
Penitentiary  Board.  He  also  served  as  Post¬ 
master  of  Sardinia.  After  practicing  medicine 
for  fifty  years,  he  retired  from  the  profession; 
was  a  large,  heavily-built  man  of  commanding 
presence  and  sandy  complexion.  He  remem¬ 
bered  his  great-grandmother,  Amy  (Means) 
McClain-Nelson,  who  cared  for  him  in  an 
early  illness.” 

Mrs.  Caroline  Frazier  states  that  she  never 
knew  a  better  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church 
than  he  was.  Dr.  McClain  died  at  Sardinia 
September  18,  1907,  having  had  issue,  by  his 
first  wife,  three  children:  (1)  Leora5  Ger¬ 
trude  McClain,  born  October  24,  1851,  mar¬ 
ried,  first,  Isaac  Weston,  secondly,  a  Mr. 
Brown,  she  dying  in  1901 ;  (2)  Charles5  Mor¬ 
ton  McClain,  born  December  15,  1852,  a  sur¬ 
veyor  in  the  government  service  at  Texarkana, 
Arkansas,  when  last  heard  from  in  1872;  (3) 


Mary5  Louisa  McClain,  born  July  8,  1854, 
married  Jesse  Foster. 

By  the  second  wife,  Melissa  D.  Ford,  Dr. 
J.  B.  McClain4  had  issue  two  more  children, 
viz.:  (1)  Jessie5  Belle  McClain,  born  July  15, 
1862,  who  married,  first,  January  I,  1879, 
George  A.  Cailey,  and  had  issue:  L.  B.  Cailey, 
of  Sardinia  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  born  No¬ 
vember  8,  1882,  married  Katherine  Kain,  Au¬ 
gust  3,  1915;  secondly,  November  14,  1884, 
David  Hicks;  and,  thirdly,  February  2,  1898, 
James  M.  Calvin,  and  resided  at  last  account 
at  Norwood,  Ohio;  (2)  Wesley5  Sherman 
McClain,  born  November  17,  1869,  married 
in  May,  1887,  Maggie  Hayes  and  had  issue, 
Harry6  Lelan  McClain,  born  in  May,  1888, 
of  U.S.  Army  at  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Charles6  Victor 
McClain,  born  in  August,  1890;  Carlton6 
Clair  McClain,  born  in  May,  1893  (resides 
at  Dayton,  Ohio) ;  all  born  at  Sardinia,  Ohio. 

(3)  Caroline4  Latta  McClain  (Wes¬ 
ley3,  Peter2,  Andrew1),  born  August  25,  1828, 
married  John  H.  Laney  March  20,  1848. 
They  removed  to  Missouri  where  she  died 
without  issue  September  12,  1868;  buried  at 
Savannah,  Mo.  (These  three  dates  are  from 
the  Rev.  Peter  McClain  Bible,  and  were  en¬ 
tered  therein  by  Caroline’s  father,  Wesley3 
McClain,  who  had  that  Bible  until  his  death 
in  1873.) 

(4)  Augustus4  Milton  McClain  (Wes¬ 
ley3,  Peter2,  Andrew1),  born  June  11,  1832, 
studied  medicine  under  direction  of  his  brother, 
James  Blackman  McClain,  M.D.,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Starling  Medical  College  in  1859. 
Thereafter  he  practiced  at  Enfield,  Ill.,  until 
his  death  on  April  18,  1894.  On  February  19, 
1862,  he  married  Emma  P.  Johnson,  who 
died  December  23,  1904.  Their  ten  children: 
(1)  Ada5  Josephine  McClain,  born  December 
5,  1862,  married  Rev.  T.  D.  Davis,  and  re¬ 
sided  at  Charleston,  Ill.;  (2)  Charles5  Wesley 
McClain,  born  in  1864,  died  young;  (3) 
Estella5  Jane  McClain,  born  January  8,  1866, 
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married,  first,  on  December  31,  1884,  John 
W.  Marbs,  who  died  May  29,  1892,  leaving 
one  child,  Ethel  Lucy,  born  August  8,  1892. 
Estella5  Jane  McClain  married,  secondly, 
March  21,  1895,  William  Tulford  and  re¬ 
sided  at  Enfield,  Illinois.  Their  children:  Wil¬ 
liam  Mendell,  born  August  24,  1896,  and 
Estella  Florence,  born  February  7,  1902;  (4) 
Mary5  Effie*  McClain,  born  November  14, 
1867,  married  Robert  Fields  in  1890,  and  had 
issue  at  Enfield,  Ill.,  four  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters;  (5)  Anna5  Gertrude  McClain,  born  No¬ 
vember  II,  1869,  married  in  1891  Rufus 
White,  and  residing  at  Lawton,  Oklahoma, 
had  issue  Robert  and  May;  (6)  Florence5  May 
McClain,  born  October  7,  1871,  married  De¬ 
cember  2,  1895,  Alfred  A.  McQuay,  and  re¬ 
sided  at  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas;  (7)  Rosa5 
Clara  McClain,  born  October  26,  1873,  first 
married  Byron  Blakely,  and  had  one  son  and 
one  daughter;  she  married,  secondly,  James 
Peck  and  resided  at  Watona,  Oklahoma;  (8) 
Elizabeth5  Ellen  McClain,  born  August  28, 
1876,  married  September  4,  1902,  Thompson 
Torrence  and  resided  at  Springfield,  Illinois; 

(9)  Minnie5  Leora  McClain,  born  March  6, 
1879,  married,  June  28,  1902,  Lawrence 
Gott,  and  residing  at  Morris  City,  Illinois,  had 
issue,  Robert  Earle,  born  September  10,  1903; 

(10)  Wilbur5  Augustus  McClain,  born  May 
13,  1882,  married  May  26,  1904,  Edith 
Pearce,  resided  at  Enfield,  Illinois. 

(5)  Wilbur4  Clark  McClain  (Wesley3, 
Peter2,  Andrew1)  was  born  in  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  January  2, 
1846,  and  married  his  second  cousin,  Belle  S. 
Brown,  March  4,  1866,  according  to  the  en¬ 
tries  made  by  his  father,  Wesley3  McClain,  in 
the  Bible  of  the  Rev.  Peter2  McClain.  Belle  S. 
Brown,  born  April  4,  1847,  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Fletcher  and  Margaret  (Walker) 
Brown,  and  granddaughter  of  George  Brown 

*  Entered  by  her  grandfather  Wesley^  McClain  in 
Rev.  Peter2  McClain’s  Bible  as  “Mary  Etta.” 


and  his  wife  Sarah3  McClain,  the  eldest  sister 
of  Wesley3  McClain  and  the  aunt  of  Wilbur4 
Clark  McClain.  The  latter  enlisted  for  one 
year  on  January  23,  1865,  in  Captain  John 
McNeill’s  Company  I  of  the  184th  Regiment 
of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  was  chosen  Cor¬ 
poral  thereof  February  22,  1865,  at  Camp 
Chase  near  Cincinnati,  and  served  until  the 
regiment  was  mustered  out  on  September  25, 
1865,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  record  of  en¬ 
listment  describes  him  as  aged  nineteen,  five 
feet  nine  inches  in  height,  of  light  complexion, 
grey  eyes,  light  hair,  and  a  farmer.  After  the 
war  he  became  a  clerk  in  his  father’s  general 
store  at  Felicity,  Ohio,  continuing  until  1873, 
when  he  acquired  a  farm  near  Nicholsville 
where  he  lived  until  1877.  In  that  year  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Dayton,  Kentucky,  engaged  success¬ 
fully  there  as  a  coal  merchant  until  1900, 
serving  also  as  Judge  of  the  Police  Court  and 
as  Republican  Mayor  of  that  city  for  one  term, 
1896.  Then  he  joined  his  wife’s  mother  and 
her  two  daughters  and  three  sons  at  Junction 
City,  Kansas,  dying  there  April  13,  1913-  His 
wife  died  there  August  12,  1911.  Like  his 
father  and  all  of  the  McClains,  Wilbur  C.  was 
always  a  devoted  Methodist.  His  only  child, 
Clifford5  Brown  McClain,  born  at  Felicity, 
Ohio,  May  7,  1868,  married  Dorothy  Stetter, 
June  17,  1903,  and  resides  at  Bellevue,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  he  has  an  old  violin  that  has  been 
in  the  McClain  family  for  nearly  a  century. 
No  children. 

(6)  John4  Wesley  McClain  (Wesley3, 
Peter2,  Andrew1)  was  born  January  26,  1850, 
married  Emma  J.  Nichols,  February  3,  1868, 
and,  without  issue,  was  last  reported  as  residing 
in  New  Mexico. 

MERRICK3  McCLAIN  (Pe¬ 
ter2,  Andrew1),  fifth  and  last 
son  of  the  Rev.  Peter  and 
Sarah  (English)  McClain,  was  born  near 
Bargaintown,  New  Jersey,  July  3,  1805, 
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and  was  brought  to  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  by  his  parents,  when  an  infant  aged 
nine  months  and  six  days.  The  record  of 
his  marriage  on  file  in  the  Probate  Court 
at  Batavia,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  reads 
\Book  No.  2,  p.  169]:  “Merrick  McClean 
and  Eleanor  Frazier,  Dec.  7,  1826,  by  me 
Andrew  S.  McClain,  M.  G.”  [Minister 
of  the  Gospel.]  On  page  216  of  the  His¬ 
tory  of  Clermont  County ,  his  wife  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  “Nellie”  Frazier,  daughter 
of  William  Frazier  who  came  from 
Kentucky  to  Tate  Township,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  in  1800.  Nellie’s  brothers 
and  sisters  are  also  described  as  Edward 
Frazier,  a  saddler  at  Bethel,  afterward 
sheriff  of  Clermont  at  Batavia;  John  Fra¬ 
zier  a  trader  on  the  Ohio  River;  James 
Frazier  a  river  trader,  afterward  of  Wil¬ 
liamsburg;  William;  Jesse  Frazier,  of 
near  Wigginsville,  father  of  Edward 
Frazier,  husband  of  Caroline4  McClain; 
Isaac  and  Thompson  Frazier,  who  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Far  West;  Polly  Frazier, 
wife  to  James  Hill;  Ann  Frazier,  wife  to 
John  Kennedy;  and  Sarah  Frazier  who 
married  Gerard  Riley,  Junior,  brother  of 
Zachariah  Riley,  born  in  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  grandsons  of  our 
ancestor  Captain  John  Wright  of  Surry, 
through  the  latter’s  daughter  Frances 
Wright,  sister  of  our  ancestress  Agatha6 
(Wright)  Elsberry  (see  p.  240,  Vol.  II, 
the  Elsberry  chapter).  Upon  the  most 
commanding  elevation  of  his  estate  the 
Rev.  Peter2  McClain  allowed  his  son 
Merrick3  to  settle  at  marriage,  giving  him 
title  to  the  land,  and  aided  him  in  erecting 
thereon  a  good  dwelling  house  with  all 
the  other  structures  essential  to  a  farmer. 
This  house,  upon  the  southeastern  section 


of  the  parental  estate,  remained  for  over 
fifty  years  before  it  and  the  barns,  etc., 
were  removed  and  the  land  upon  which 
they  stood  allowed  to  revert  to  the  plow 
and  the  harrow.  Merrick3  McClain  was 
too  ambitious  to  confine  himself  to  the 
farm,  and  though  a  staunch  Methodist, 
he  had  no  inclination  for  preaching.  So,  as 
is  related  in  the  genealogical  notebook 
of  Colonel  Granville  A.  Frambes,  in 
June,  1834,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  half  brother,  Joseph  Frambes,  and 
Joseph  Parrish,  and  opened  a  general 
store,  a  few  miles  away  from  his  farm,  at 
Felicity,  Ohio.  Before  they  had  built  up 
this  additional  enterprise  to  a  permanent 
success,  in  1837,  Joseph  Frambes  with¬ 
drew  from  the  partnership.  Merrick  con¬ 
tinued  the  business,  but  died  five  years 
later — May  29,  1842,  aged  thirty-seven 
years.  Some  years  later  his  brother,  Wes¬ 
ley  McClain,  became  the  general  merchant 
at  Felicity.  Merrick  was  the  first  son  of 
the  Rev.  Peter  McClain  to  “pass  on.”  His 
wife,  Eleanor  Frazier,  born  in  Clermont 
County,  October  30,  1 805,  died  a  widow, 
September  12,  1852;  both  were  interred 
in  Carmel  Cemetery  near  Laurel.  All  of 
Merrick’s  immediate  relatives  who  per¬ 
sonally  knew  him  have  been  gone  for  fifty 
years,  and  so  but  little  of  a  personal 
nature  has  been  gleaned  about  him.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  his  six  children  moved  far  away 
from  Ohio,  and  the  data  procured  con¬ 
cerning  some  of  their  descendants  are  not 
complete  to  the  present  date.  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Merrick3  and  Eleanor  (Frazier) 
McClain  were: 

(1)  Glorvinia4  McClain,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1827,  married  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
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April  8,  1847,  Josiah  Black,  and  had  issue: 

(a)  Charles  Aubrey,  born  August  17,  1849; 

(b)  Henry  D.,  born  August  10,  1856;  (c) 
Lunettie  Belle,  born  July  10,  1864,  and  died 
December  23,  1875;  three  other  children  died 
very  young.  This  family  removed  from  Ohio 
to  Oakland,  California,  many  years  ago. 

(2)  Emily4  McClain,  born  August  13, 
1829,  died  January  26,  1858,  and  was  buried 
at  Bethel,  Clermont  County,  Ohio. 

(3)  Elizabeth4  Eleanor  McClain, 
born  January  10,  1832,  died  January  19, 
1854,  and  was  buried  at  Bethel  aforesaid. 

(4)  Merimus4  O.  McClain,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  6,  1834,  married  July  29,  1849,  Elias 
H.  Planck,  who  was  born  April  18,  1826,  and 
died  August  12,  1863,  having  issue:  (a) 
Emma  Rosalie,  born  April  13,  1850;  (b) 
Merrick  Alonzo,  born  December  12,  1852, 
who  married  in  1878,  and  died  March  31, 
1887,  leaving  a  son,  George  A.  Planck,  some¬ 
time  of  Larned,  Kansas;  (c)  Elizabeth 
Eleanor,  born  April  27,  1855,  and  died  April 
21,  1878,  having  married  December  I,  1874, 
William  S.  Budd,  and  had  issue,  Rosamond  M. 
Budd,  born  January  8,  1876,  who  married 
Mr.  Abbott;  (d)  Laura  Edith  Planck,  born 
August  23,  1862,  died  February  4,  1863. 

(5)  Melancthon4  Oren  McClain,  born 
August  I,  1836,  died  unmarried  June  7,  1903, 
at  Oakland,  California. 

(6)  Cornelia4  Olive  McClain,  born 
October  26,  1838,  married,  first,  February  14, 
i860,  John  W.  Ballenger,  who,  dying  June 
7,  1863,  was  buried  in  Zionville  Cemetery, 
Boone  County,  Indiana.  Their  son,  John  W., 
Jr.,  born  November  19,  1863,  died  July  22, 
1864;  buried  at  Lynchburg,  Ohio.  Cornelia4 
Olive  McClain  married,  secondly,  Isaac  N. 
Line,  January  3,  1868,  and  resided  at  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.,  having  had  issue  by  her  sec¬ 
ond  marriage,  a  child  who  died  in  infancy, 
Granville  Andrew,  who  died  in  his  tenth  year, 
buried  in  Crown  Hill  Cemetery,  and  Frank 


T.,  who  married  Etta  Lee  Crawley,  and  be¬ 
came  the  father  of  Oliver  Line  and  Ester 
Line. 

AMY3  McCLAIN  (Peter2,  An- 
/ %  drew1),  the  seventh  and  last 
I  m  child,  and  the  only  child  born 
in  Ohio  to  the  Rev.  Peter  and  Sarah 
(English)  McClain,  was  born  in  the 
original  old  house  now  standing  on  In¬ 
dian  Run,  Monroe  Township,  Clermont 
County,  on  January  16,  1811.  Though 
the  youngest  of  all  and  the  last  of  the 
seven  children  to  marry,  she  was  the  first 
of  the  children  to  die.  The  record  of  her 
marriage  is  found  only  in  the  public  rec¬ 
ords  in  the  Probate  Court  at  Batavia: 
“McKendry  Thompson  and  Amy  Mc¬ 
Clain,  19  Aug.  1828.  Levi  White,  Min¬ 
ister  of  the  Gospel.”  [ Clermont  Marriage 
Book  No.  2,  p.  255.]  McKendree  was 
named  for  the  famous  Methodist  bishop, 
McKendree,  the  first  American-born 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a  man  whose  fortitude,  humility, 
and  general  abilities  far  exceeded  those  of 
his  predecessor,  Francis  Asbury.  McKen¬ 
dree  Thompson’s  gravestone  in  the  Mc¬ 
Clain  row  in  Carmel  Cemetery,  Monroe 
Township,  Clermont  County,  beside  the 
one  in  memory  of  his  wife,  is  inscribed, 
“In  memory  of  McKendre  Thompson 
Born  23  April  1805,  Died  12  Jan.  1835.” 
His  children  by  his  wife  Amy3  McClain 
were:  John  Thompson,  who  was  brought 
up  by  Lee  Thompson  of  Point  Pleasant, 
Ohio,  and  removed  to  California ;  and 
James  Bettle  Thompson,  who  was  cared 
for  by  Amy’s  sister,  Sarah3  (McClain) 
Bettle,  until  his  death  in  1836. 

The  final  record  of  Amy3  (McClain) 
Thompson  in  the  Bible  of  her  father,  the 
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Rev.  Peter2  McClain,  reads:  “Amy 
Thompson  Departed  this  life  on  the  16 
day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  lord 
1833.”  Beside  the  grave  of  her  mother, 
whom  Amy  predeceased  by  sixteen  years, 
in  the  McClain  Row  in  Carmel  Cemetery 
stands  a  neat  stone  inscribed:  “IN  Mem¬ 


ory  of  AMY  THOMPSON  Consort  of 
McKendree  Thompson  who  died  Sept. 
15th  1833  in  her  22d  year.” 

Thus  the  children  of  the  Rev.  Peter2 
and  Sarah  (English)  McClain  all  lived 
to  maturity,  to  marry,  to  give  sons  and 
daughters  to  posterity. 


The  Reverend  John  McClain  and  His  Children 


TALL,  gray,  sinewy,  reserved, 
austere  as  became  a  man  who 
viewed  with  seriousness  his 
ministerial  calling,  keen  eyed,  with  a 
mind  alert,  judicial,  and  well  poised,  the 
Reverend  John  McClain  was  a  consistent 
promoter  of  early  Methodism.  The  ex¬ 
pounding,  the  application,  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  principles  of  religion  were  to 
him  an  intellectual  matter — calmly  and 
thoughtfully  to  be  considered.  He  in¬ 
herited  the  Scottish  capacity  for  clear 
thinking,  concise  utterance,  and  concentra¬ 
tion  upon  the  text  to  be  elucidated.  He 
did  not  aspire  to  be  a  dominant  figure  in 
Methodist  circles.  He  was  individualistic, 
held  himself  free  to  express  his  own  con¬ 
victions  ;  and  for  minds  mature  enough  to 
relish  a  practical  subject,  closely  and 
clearly  reasoned  and  directly  applied  to 
their  daily  lives,  John  McClain  had  a 
message  that  they  received  with  profit.  As 
his  portrait  reveals,  he  was  somewhat 
patriarchal  in  mien,  sharp  in  vision,  diffi¬ 
cult  to  disconcert,  formidable  because  of 
his  few  words — a  man  well  contained  and 
without  pretense.  One  of  his  intimate 
friends  states  that  he  died — “with  no  rap¬ 


tures  and  no  fears.”  His  philosophy  and 
conception  of  his  mission  were,  as  said  his 
elder  in  the  church,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Fin¬ 
ley,  “the  doctrine  that  the  Gospel  pro¬ 
vides  salvation  for  all  men,  and  that  sal¬ 
vation  is  from  all  sin,  and  that  each  may 
know  that  he  is  saved,  and  that  each 
should  witness  the  fact.” 

John3  McClain  (Peter2,  Andrew1)  was 
born  November  23,  1800,  when  his  par¬ 
ents  were  residing  in  the  house  now  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  old  Mapes  Road,  near  the  top 
of  Dolphin  Avenue,  in  Northfield  (for¬ 
merly  Bakersville)  near  Bargaintown  and 
the  South  Shore  Road,  in  Great  Egg  Har¬ 
bor  Township,  old  Gloucester  (now  At¬ 
lantic)  County,  New  Jersey,  about  five 
miles  from  Atlantic  City.  He  was  brought 
to  Ohio  by  his  parents  on  April  1 2,  1 806, 
and  arrived  on  Indian  Run,  Clermont 
County,  on  May  20,  following.  The  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  education  at  school  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  common  school  located  be¬ 
tween  Nicholsville  and  his  father’s  house. 
The  History  of  Clermont  County  states 
(p.  390)  that  this  first  schoolhouse  in 
Monroe  Township  “was  built  on  Joseph 
Jackson’s  land.  It  was  of  round  logs,  with 


The  McC lain  Family  j_  j  4  34  <.  y]  3  5 


paper  windows,  and  ground  floor.  The 
seats  were  of  split  logs  and  here  a  school 
was  maintained  in  the  winter  of  1812.” 
Prior  to  the  winter  sessions  in  this  organ¬ 
ized  school,  John  must  have  received  in¬ 
struction  at  home  from  his  father  and 
mother.  As  in  the  case  of  most  other  boys 
in  the  Ohio  of  1 806-16,  the  lessons 
that  made  the  deepest  impression  upon  his 
mind  and  that  most  molded  his  charac¬ 
ter  were  the  lessons  imparted  by  his  per¬ 
formance  of  the  duties  daily  required  of 
him  by  his  parents.  Apart  from  them  no 
influence  upon  him  is  known  that  would 
have  set  him  and  sustained  him  in  the 
path  to  the  Methodist  ministry,  except 
such  inspiration  as  he  may  have  drawn 
from  the  circuit  preachers  who  enjoyed 
the  comforts  of  his  father’s  fireside.  He 
was  converted  and  was  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  by  the  circuit  preacher,  the  Rev. 
John  Strange,  in  July,  1817,  when  in  his 
sixteenth  year;  his  brother,  Andrew  S., 
eight  years  older,  married  and  a  father, 
did  not  join  the  church  until  the  same 
year.  Since  Andrew  S.  was  not  accepted  as 
a  preacher  by  the  Ohio  Conference  until 
1819,  he  could  not  have  been  the  inspirer 
of  his  brother  John.  They  both  began  to 
preach  at  about  the  same  time.  John  was 
licensed  to  exhort  in  July,  1820,  by  the 
Rev.  Francis  Landrum.  Therefore,  it  was 
the  parents,  Peter  and  Sarah  (English) 
Frambes-McClain,  who  trained  their  sons 
for  the  altars  of  the  church.  Since  Andrew 
was  away  from  home  with  every  prospect 
of  continuing  for  years  to  tread  the  path 
of  an  itinerant  preacher,  the  parents  and 
John  himself  may  have  agreed  that  he 
should  confine  his  labors  for  the  church 


to  the  local  field.  This  he  did,  though  he 
preached  about  the  township  and  the 
county  as  occasion  offered. 

The  other  side  of  his  life  was  that  of 
the  farmer  and  husbandman.  “For  years 
it  was  his  rule  to  work  six  days  on  his 
farm  and  spend  Sunday  in  preaching,  al¬ 
ways  finding  there  was  an  open  way  for 
work,”  said  J.  P.  MacLean,  Ph.D.,  refer¬ 
ring  to  John  McClain.  His  father,  Peter 
McClain,  allotted  to  John  one  hundred 
acres,  the  western  portion  of  the  parental 
estate,  and  upon  it  John  settled  about  the 
time  of  his  marriage.  The  title  deed  to  the 
land  was  not  given  by  Peter  to  John  until 
eight  years  later,  just  before  the  father 
died.  Before  this  John  had  built  a  double 
two-story  frame  house,  which,  though  un¬ 
tenanted  during  recent  years  and  now 
rapidly  becoming  a  ruin,  still  stands. 

February  25,  1822,  he  married  Sarah 
Wilkinson  Elsberry,  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  who 
was  born  in  Surry  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  January  6,  1800.  Her  parents 

brought  her  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
in  the  same  year,  1806,  in  which  John 
McClain  was  brought  there  from  New 
Jersey.  Her  grandfather,  Isaac  Elsberry, 
located  with  his  family  on  Clover  Run,  a 
mile  and  a  half  south  of  Bethel,  in  Tate 
Township,  on  what  is  now  called  the  old 
Pemberton  place.  He  died  there  in  1813. 
Within  a  few  years  thereafter  his  son, 
John  Elsberry  and  wife,  Pamelia  Hus¬ 
bands,  joined  John  Elsberry’s  elder 
brother,  William  Elsberry,  at  Xenia. 
Both  the  Elsberry  and  McClain  families 
were  Methodists,  and  John  McClain  and 
Sarah  Wilkinson  Elsberry,  residing  about 
four  miles  apart,  formed  a  friendship, 
before  they  were  sixteen  years  old.  Her 
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father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  a  flood 
of  the  Miami  River  near  Xenia  in  1820 
or  1821.  Soon  afterward  John  McClain 
went  to  Xenia,  married  Sarah,  and 
brought  her  back  to  Clermont,  while  her 
mother,  Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry,* 
came  southward  to  reside  close  to  her 
brother-in-law,  Enoch  Elsberry,  a  physi¬ 
cian  of  Brown  County.  The  date  of  the 
marriage  of  John  McClain  has  been  vari¬ 
ously  stated.  The  record  of  the  issuance 
of  a  license  for  their  marriage  and  the 
“return”  made  by  the  officiating  clergy¬ 
man  appear  in  the  Probate  Court  at  Xenia, 
Green  County,  Ohio: 

Marriage  Licenses  .  .  . 

1822.  February  .  .  . 

25th  to  John  McClain 

2 1  and  by  Consent  &c 
Sarah  Elsberry 

[The  return,  Book  A  of  Marriages ,  p.  1 1 9]  : 

John  McClean  and  Sarah  Elsberry  were 
joined  in  marriage  on  the  25th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1822.  by  the  Revd  William  Dixon. 

Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain  was 
a  small,  fair  woman  of  extremely  sensitive 
nature.  She  was  devoted  to  her  husband,  and 
often  stated  that  throughout  his  life  her  hus¬ 
band  had  loved  no  other  woman  than  herself. 
Hers  was  a  meek  and  sympathetic  nature,  bal¬ 
ancing  the  somewhat  austere  character  of  her 
husband.  Her  love  for  her  children  was  very 
deep  [wrote  her  son,  Corydon  Strange  Mc¬ 
Clain,  M.D.]. 

Rev.  John  McClain  was  a  very  industrious 
man  and  a  good  citizen.  He  had  a  nice  farm 
and  was  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  county 

*  Mrs.  Caroline  (McClain)  Frazier  stated  that 
Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry  died  while  on  a  visit 
to  the  home  of  Rev.  John  McClain,  about  1850,  and 
was  buried  in  the  McClain  Row  in  Carmel  Cemetery. 


[wrote  one  who  knew  him — Colonel  Gran¬ 
ville  A.  Frambes;  he  added],  his  wife  was  an 
excellent  lady,  and  was  always  doing  good. 
She  was  intelligent  and  very  much  beloved  by 
everybody.  All  the  relatives  loved  to  visit 
Uncle  John  and  Aunt  Sally. 

John  McClain  resided  for  over  sixty 
years  upon  the  McClain  estate,  and  for 
over  forty  years  in  the  house  he  had  built. 
As  both  himself  and  wife  were  there  until 
1874,  they  were  well  and  affectionately 
remembered  by  their  niece,  Mrs.  Caroline 
(McClain)  Frazier,  who  resided  upon  the 
northern  part  of  the  same  original  estate. 
She  said  of  her  Uncle  John: 

Uncle  John  McClain  could  preach  and  ex¬ 
hort;  he  was  a  fine  preacher.  He  kept  the  con¬ 
gregation  wide  awake.  He  was  “right  to  the 
point”  in  his  remarks.  He  had  a  good  natural 
logic  and  very  practical  common  sense.  The 
Methodists  have  been  said  to  have  been  pretty 
noisy  in  meeting.  Uncle  John  sometimes 
preached  so  stirringly  that  he  had  the  people 
saying  “Amen”  all  over  the  house  throughout 
the  service,  but  it  was  nothing  like  shouting.  I 
heard  him  preach  many  times;  I  liked  to  listen 
to  him.  He  preached  on  special  occasions  at 
houses  and  churches  all  around  the  southern 
part  of  the  county.  He  did  not  read  his  ser¬ 
mons;  he  had  them  in  his  head.  Some  of  the 
“local  preachers,”  like  uncle  John  McClain, 
gave  better  sermons  than  did  the  circuit 
preachers.  The  McClains  were  great  church¬ 
goers;  they  almost  never  missed  a  Sunday.  All 
the  sons  of  Peter  McClain  were  thoroughly 
good  men.  I  heard  uncle  John  McClain  preach 
many  times  in  the  old  Carmel  Church  in  the 
Laurel  Cemetery,  in  the  new  church  at  Laurel, 
built  in  1861,  at  Elam  Church  (an  old  log 
church),  at  Nicholsville,  and  in  some  other 
places.  As  for  the  statement  that  has  been  made 
about  the  McClains  having  been  “shouting 
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Methodists,”  I  do  not  think  so.  I  know  that 
my  father  was  very  quiet  in  church;  none  of 
the  McClains  ever  shouted  to  my  knowledge. 
A  preacher  named  Porter  came  to  Carmel 
Church  to  preach  and  he  shouted;  my  father 
and  the  others  afterward  talked  about  it  as 
unnecessary  and  disagreeable.  Rev.  John  Mc¬ 
Clain  spent  his  last  day  in  this  region  here  in 
my  father’s  house;  with  father  they  spent 
much  of  the  time  in  prayer.  Uncle  John  said 
that  he  never  dreamed  that  the  day  would 
come  when  he  would  part  from  his  brothers 
and  this  place  in  this  way,  as  he  had  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  live  so  long.  After  praying  they  sang 
“God  Be  With  You  Till  We  Meet  Again.” 
They  had  lived  near  together  in  brotherly  af¬ 
fection  for  seventy  years.  At  parting  the  next 
morning,  for  Greenfield,  Ohio,  both  John  and 
James  knew  that  they  would  never  see  each 
other  again  in  this  world.  They  parted  without 
being  able  to  speak  a  word. 

The  late  Dr.  Corydon  Strange  Mc¬ 
Clain,  youngest  son  of  Rev.  John  and 
Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain, 
said  in  1917: 

My  father  did  not  write  out  his  sermons; 
he  studied  his  subject  at  home,  turned  it  over 
in  his  mind,  and  then  delivered  it  from 
memory.  He  was  very  careful  in  preparing  a 
sermon,  very  methodical  about  it.  He  owned 
quite  a  library  for  a  country  preacher  in  those 
days;  it  included,  I  remember,  such  valuable 
works  as  Kent’s  Commentaries ,  The  Works  of 
Josephus,  a  Concordance  and  other  large  vol¬ 
umes.  My  father  was  a  very  stern  man;  he 
never  shed  tears.  When  I  enlisted  in  the 
Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Regiment  in  the  Civil  War, 
he  saw  me  leave  home  for  the  camp,  yet  know¬ 
ing  that  he  might  never  see  me  again,  he  only 
said:  “Good-bye,  Strange.  Be  good,  be  good!” 
But  tears  then  came  down  his  face.  That  was 
the  only  time  that  I  ever  saw  him  shed  a  tear. 
Although  my  father  was  a  preacher  of  the 


Gospel,  on  only  one  occasion  did  he  ever  speak 
personally  to  me  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
When  I  was  about  ten  years  old,  there  was  a 
Methodist  revival  meeting  at  Franklin  Church, 
near  Laurel.  I  then  joined  the  church,  not 
knowing  fully  what  I  was  doing.  Father  had 
nothing  to  do  with  my  joining  the  church  then, 
though  he  was  one  of  the  preachers  at  that  re¬ 
vival.  After  I  returned  home  from  the  Civil 
War,  another  Methodist  revival  was  held  at 
the  same  church,  and  father  again  was  one  of 
the  preachers  there.  The  only  time  that  he 
ever  spoke  a  word  direct  to  me  on  the  subject 
of  religion  was  when  these  later  revival  meet¬ 
ings  began.  He  suddenly  addressed  me,  with 
reference  to  my  going  to  the  meetings,  say¬ 
ing:  “I  suppose  that  you  still  belong  to  the 
church!”  I  replied;  “I  don’t  know  whether 
my  name  is  there  or  not;  if  it  is  there,  all 
right;  if  not,  I  shall  not  put  it  there  now.” 
Father  replied:  “Well,  that’s  a  strange  con¬ 
clusion.” 

My  name  is  Strange,  and  he  again  made  a 
very  dry  use  of  it.  One  Sunday  evening  after 
I  came  back  from  the  war  I  started  for  the 
Franklin  Chapel  with  a  young  woman  friend 
of  mine.  We  arrived  long  after  the  service 
had  begun.  The  house  was  packed.  Father  was 
speaking.  He  saw  us  coming  down  the  aisle; 
and  just  as  we  reached  the  front  of  the  pulpit 
he  exclaimed,  seemingly  in  the  course  of  his 
sermon:  “Strange  as  it  may  appear.”  My  name 
was  Strange.  He  always  called  me  Strange; 
and  I  thought  that  he  was  speaking  about  me. 
Perhaps  he  was,  in  a  way;  if  so,  he  cleverly 
took  advantage  of  his  opportunity.  My  father 
named  me  Strange  after  John  Strange,  the 
Methodist  preacher.  Corydon  is  a  Scotch  name. 

No  adequate  account  of  John  McClain 
having  been  written,  and  sufficient  time 
having  elapsed  since  his  death  some  forty- 
seven  years  ago  to  afford  a  proper  per¬ 
spective,  it  now  appears,  that  he  was  of 


39 


The  McClain  Family 


larger  stature  intellectually,  of  more  in¬ 
fluence  for  good,  and  that  he  put  forth  his 
strength  more  fully  than  he  gave  himself 
credit  for,  or  than  his  children  (now  all 
deceased)  realized. 

Rev.  John  McClain  suffered  for  many 
years  with  a  bronchial  trouble ;  yet  he  pos¬ 
sessed  the  Scottish  trait  of  fortitude  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  complained  not.  He 
continued  to  address  audiences  until  his 
voice  dwindled  almost  to  a  whisper.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  was  burdened  with 
that  ailment,  yet  he  held  fast  to  his  pur¬ 
pose.  His  last  prayers  in  Clermont,  with 
his  brother,  James  McClain,  were  the 
prayers  of  an  old  man  who  had  always 
been  in  earnest.  His  prayers  were  not  for 
himself,  for  he  had  no  fears.  They  were 
earnest  thanks  for  his  long  life;  prayers 
for  the  welfare  of  his  kin  and  children; 
prayers  that  his  own  life  might  not  be 
prolonged  till  he  became  a  burden  to 
them.  Forty-six  years  after  they  were  ut¬ 
tered,  those  prayers  were  remembered 
with  awe  by  the  niece,  Caroline  (Mc¬ 
Clain)  Frazier,  who  heard  them.  The 
grave  earnestness  of  the  man  was  one  of 
his  chief  traits.  His  silences  were  impres¬ 
sive.  Echoing  still  are  John  McClain’s 
prayers,  deeply  in  earnest,  for  the  welfare 
of  his  kin.  Some  of  that  earnestness  is 
seen  in  some  of  his  grandchildren — ear¬ 
nestness  of  purpose  translated  into  thor¬ 
oughness  in  worthy  achievement,  an  ear¬ 
nestness  that  has  burst  the  crust  of  en¬ 
vironment  and  carried  them  far. 

After  preaching  for  fourteen  years  in 
Clermont  County,  under  the  exhorter’s 
license  bestowed  upon  him  by  Rev.  Fran¬ 
cis  Landrum,  a  presiding  elder,  he  was 
honored  in  March,  1834,  with  an  appoint¬ 


ment  as  local  preacher  for  Clermont 
County  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
the  White  Oak  Circuit,  Bishop  Morris, 
then  the  presiding  elder,  being  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  conference.  John’s  intel¬ 
lectual  gifts,  usefulness,  and  ability  to 
rely  upon  himself  continued  to  increase 
his  prestige  among  local  ministers,  and  he 
was  recommended  for  promotion.  On  the 
last  day  of  May,  1842,  he  was  honored 
with  “Deacon’s  Orders”  by  the  bishop, 
Thomas  A.  Morris,  at  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  the  official  certificate  of 
which,  preserved  among  the  McClain 
Manuscripts  owned  by  Edward  Lee  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Esquire,  reads: 

Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents , 
THAT  I,  Thomas  A.  Morris  one  of  the 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  under  the 
protection  of  ALMIGHTY  GOD,  and  with 
a  single  eye  to  his  glory,  by  the  imposition  of 
my  hands  and  prayer,  have  this  day  set  apart 
John  McClain  for  the  office  of  a  DEACON, 
in  the  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  a  man 
who  in  the  judgment  of  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  is  well  qualified  for  that  work; 
and  he  is  hereby  recommended,  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  as  a  proper  person  to  administer 
the  ordinance  of  Baptism,  Marriage,  and  the 
Burial  of  the  Dead,  in  the  absence  of  an  Elder, 
and  to  feed  the  flock  of  Christ,  so  long  as  his 
spirit  and  practice  are  such  as  become  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  he  continueth  to  hold 
fast  the  form  of  sound  words,  according  to 
the  established  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  thirty  first 
day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  Forty  two 
Cincinnati  Ohio 

[Signed]  Tho.  A.  Morris  [Seal  hav- 
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ing  initials  T.A.M.  in  center,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  words,  “THE  EVER¬ 
LASTING  GOSPEL”]. 

[On  reverse  side  appears,  penwritten,  the 
name,  “Rev.  John  McClain.”] 

Still  higher  honors  came  to  the  Rev. 
John  McClain.  Although  his  brother, 
Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain,  had  retired 
from  traveling  as  a  circuit  preacher  by 
the  time  John  received  deacon’s  orders, 
John  was  chosen  to  be  an  elder  of  the 
church.  This  appointment  was  made  by 
the  Cincinnati  Annual  Conference,  Octo¬ 
ber  5,  1856,  through  the  bishop,  E.  R. 
Ames,  who  dated  his  official  certificate  at 
Ripley,  Ohio,  the  original  document  be¬ 
ing  preserved  in  the  McClain  Manu¬ 
scripts  of  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire: 

Know  All  Men  by  These  Presents,  That 
I,  Edward  R.  Ames 
One  of  the  Bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America, 
under  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and 
with  a  single  eye  to  his  glory,  by  the  imposi¬ 
tion  of  my  hands  and  prayer,  being  assisted 
by  the  Elders  present,  have  this  day  set  apart 
John  McClain  for  the  office  of  an  Elder,  in 
the  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  a  man 

[ Bureau  of  the  Census.  Washington ,  D.  C .] 
Ohio ,  Clermont  county.  Franklin  township ,  12 


Wesley  McLain  (age)  47> 

Mary  McLain  44 

Augustus  M.  McLain  17, 

Wilbur  C.  McLain  5 

John  W.  McLain  4/12 

Monroe  township,  19  Oct.  1850. 

John  McLain  49, 

Sarah  W.  McLain  50 

Amy  Eliza  McLain  14 

Corridon  S.  McLain  6 


who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Cincinnati  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  is  well  qualified  for  that 
work;  and  he  is  hereby  recommended,  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  as  a  proper  person  to 
administer  the  Sacraments  and  Ordinances,  and 
to  Feed  the  Flock  of  Christ,  so  long  as  his 
spirit  and  practice  are  such  as  become  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Christ,  and  he  continueth  to  hold  fast 
the  form  of  sound  words,  according  to  the  es¬ 
tablished  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my  office  this  fifth 
day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  six. 

Done  at  Ripley,  Ohio. 

[Signed]  E.  R.  Ames 

[Seal,  having  open  Bible  in  center,  surrounded 
by  the  words,  “PREACH  THE  WORD 
FEED  MY  SHEEP.”] 

An  interesting  illustration  of  the  mate¬ 
rial  position  of  the  McClains  of  Clermont 
is  found  in  the  United  States  censuses  of 
1850  and  i860.  They  give  the  appraised 
value  of  each  man’s  property,  state  the 
name  of  each  one’s  wife,  the  names  of  the 
children  then  present  at  home,  the  age  of 
each  person,  and  in  what  state  each  was 
born.  Hence,  genealogically,  the  census 
records  are  a  guide  and  a  commentary: 

Sept.  1850. 

miller,  $4300.  born  in  N.J. 

born  in  N.J. 

miller  born  in  Ohio 

born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Ohio 

farmer,  $2500.  real,  born  in  N.J. 

born  in  N.C. 
born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Ohio 
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James  McLane 

55,  farmer,  $4375 

born  in  N.J. 

Sarah  McLane 

44 

born  in  Ky. 

Wilson  McLane 

18 

born  in  Ohio 

Elizabeth  McLane 

14 

born  in  Ohio 

Caroline  E.  McLane 

4 

born  in  Ohio 

Minerva  E.  McLane 

3 

born  in  Ohio 

Andrew  S.  McLain, 

Meth.  E.  Clergyman 

57  $4000 

born  in  N.J. 

Lucy  McLain 

53 

born  in  Ky. 

George  W.  McLain 

22,  farmer  $500 

born  in  Ohio 

David  McLain 

21 

School  Teacher 

$500 

born  in  Ohio 

Ruth  E.  McLain 

18 

born  in  Ohio 

Mary  E.  McLain 

16 

born  in  Ohio 

Francis  A.  McLain 

14 

born  in  Ohio 

Lucy  A.  McLain 

1 1 

born  in  Ohio 

Nackey  E.  McLain 

7 

born  in  Ohio 

United  States  census  of  i860, 

for  Clermont  county,  Ohio: 

19  June  i860  Monro  twf.  Nicholsville  P.O. 

John  McLean 

farmer  &  minister 

age  59 

M.E.C.;  value  of  real  estate  $4000; 

personal  estate  $1325; 

born  in  N.J. 

Sarah  W.  McLean 

age  60 

born  in  N.  Carolina 

C.  S.  McLean 

age ,  1 6 

born  in  Ohio 

A.  T.  McLean 

age  5 

born  in  Ohio 
[Grandchild] 

Monro  twf.  Laurel  P.O. 

Andrew  McLean 

68,  farmer,  $7950 

born  in  N.J. 

Lucy  McLean 

68 

born  in  Ky. 

Mary  E.  McLean 

26 

born  in  Ohio 

David  L.  McLean 

31,  farmer 

born  in  Ohio 

Harriet  McLean 

18 

born  in  Wisconsin 

J.  D.  McLean 

1 1/1 2 

born  in  Ohio 

James  B.  McLean 

age  28,  butcher 

born  in  Ohio  (Later 
of  Sardinia,  O.) 

Amy  L.  McLean 

age  27 

born  in  Ohio 

L.  G.  McLean 

age  9 

born  in  Ohio 

Chas.  M.  McLean 

age  7 

born  in  Ohio 

Mary  L.  McLean 

age  6 

born  in  Ohio 
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Washington  townshif ,  Pt.  Isabell  P.O. 


Wesley  McLean 

age 

57, 

merchant 

$8000. 

born  in  N.J. 

Mary  McLean 

age 

53 

born  in  N.J. 

W.  C.  McLean 

age. 

born  in  Ohio 

John  W.  McLean 

age 

10 

born  in  Ohio 

Tate  towns  hi f — Amelia  P.O. 

James  McClain 

ae 

65, 

farmer, 

$6130. 

born  in  N.J. 

Sarah  McClain 

ae 

53 

born  in  Kentucky 

Caroline  McClain 

ae 

i5 

born  in  Ohio 

Minerva  McClain 

ae 

13 

born  in  Ohio 

New  Richmond  Post  Office , 

Ohio  Townshif 

Josiah  Bettle 

ae 

67; 

no  business; 

real  estate 

$8000 

personal 

$1500 

born  in  Pa. 

Sarah  Bettle 

ae 

63 

born  in  New  Jersey 

[Daughter 

of  Rev.  Peter  McClain] 

Lorenzo  McClane 

ae 

1 1 

born  in  Iowa 

Williamsburg  Townshif ,  Concord  P.O. 

Peter  Frambers 

ae 

76, 

farmer, 

$4200, 

born  in  N.J. 

Nancy  Frambers 

ae 

67, 

born  in  Ohio 

John  Frambers 

ae 

36 

born  in  Ohio 

After  the  year  1870, 

with  his 

voice 

which  the  Rev.  John  Collins  who  came  to 

spent  almost  to  a  whisper 

,  wholly  unable 

Ohio  in 

1803  from  Great  Egg  Harbor, 

to  address  an  audience, 

the  Rev.  John 

New  Jersey,  where  the  Rev.  John  Mc¬ 

McClain  appeared  no  more  upon  the  plat- 

Clain  was  born,  was  the  third  pastor}  and 

form  or  in  the  pulpit.  His  farm  he  was 
unable  longer  to  manage,  with  all  his  sons 
gone  from  it.  So  he  disposed  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  his  eldest 
son,  William  Page  McClain,  he  and  his 
wife  retired  to  the  home  of  that  son  at 
Greenfield,  Highland  County,  Ohio,  Sep¬ 
tember  i,  1874.  Ten  and  a  half  months 
later  he  died,  July  14,  1875. 

While  at  Greenfield  he  attended  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
society  his  eldest  brother,  the  Rev.  An¬ 
drew  S.  McClain,  had  been  the  twenty- 
third  pastor  over  fifty  years  earlier}  of 


of  which  the  Reverend  John’s  son,  Wil¬ 
liam  Page  McClain,  was  a  leading  mem¬ 
ber.  At  the  time  of  John  McClain’s  death, 
it  was  locally  stated  that 

his  place  was  among  the  local  preachers  of  an 
early  generation,  who  thought  it  a  pleasure 
and  a  privilege  to  find  a  field  and  develop  it 
for  absorption  into  some  circuit  or  station  to 
be  supplied  by  the  Annual  Conference.  Withal, 
he  was  a  very  modest  man,  and  did  not  ac¬ 
cord  to  himself  undue  worth.  He  was  an  ex¬ 
emplary  man,  and  a  model  farmer. 

The  Western  Christian  Advocate ,  pub¬ 
lished  at  Cincinnati  by  the  Methodist 
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Book  Concern,  printed  the  following 
obituary  notice  on  Wednesday,  September 
1 5,  1875: 

John  McClain  was  born  in  Gloucester 
County,  N.J.,  November  23d,  1800,  and  died 
in  Greenfield,  Ohio,  July  14,  1875.  He  re¬ 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  in  May  1806.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  joined  the  church  under  the  ministry 
of  Rev.  John  Strange.  February  22,  [25]* 
1822,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  W.  Ells- 
berry  who,  with  four  of  their  eleven  [eight]  f 
children,  survives  him.  He  became  an  exhorter 
in  1820,  a  local  preacher  in  1834,  a  deacon  in 
1842,  and  an  elder  in  1856.  For  fifty  years 
he  worked  regularly  and  efficiently  in  calling 
the  people  to  Christ.  After  1870  Father  Mc¬ 
Clain  was  wholly  unable  to  preach.  His 
marked  acceptability  as  a  local  preacher  grew 
largely  from  careful  reading  of  the  Bible, 
theological  works,  and  his  Church  paper.  His 
subscription  to  The  Western  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  began  with  its  origin  and  ended  with  his 
death.  He  died,  like  Carey,  with  “no  raptures 
and  no  fears.” 

F.  G.  Mitchell. 

Rev.  John  McClain  wrote  his  own  will, 
on  November  24,  1874,  phrased  in  a  most 
practical  and  characteristic  fashion,  in 
which  he  declares  that  “in  both  my  fu¬ 
neral  and  monument  due  regard  must  be 
had  to  my  known  views  against  display 
and  extravagance.”  He  created  a  trust 
fund  for  his  wife,  “the  interest  or  princi¬ 
pal  of  said  trust  fund  [to]-  furnish  and 
provide  her  the  necessary  means  for  a  re¬ 
spectable  and  comfortable  living  in  health 

*  The  minister  who  performed  the  ceremony,  Rev. 
William  Dixon,  returned  the  date  into  the  probate 
court  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  as  February  25,  1822. 

f  But  eight  children  are  known  to  have  been  born 
to  Rev.  John  McClain;  hence  this  eleven  is  a  typo¬ 
graphical  error. 


and  Sickness.”  After  bequests  to  all  of  his 
living  children,  choosing  his  eldest  son, 
William  Page  McClain,  as  executor, 
“with  the  full  confidence  in  him,”  he 
closed  his  last  testament  with  the  words, 
addressed  to  his  heirs: 

In  making  this  my  last  will  and  testament 
I  have  done  what  I  feel  is  just  and  right. 
First,  to  provide  that  the  wife  and  mother 
may  be  comfortably  Situated,  and  then  to  make 
an  equal  distribution.  And  it  is  my  last  desire 
that  my  bequests  Shall  be  received  in  the  same 
Spirit  in  which  they  are  made,  love  for  all, 
and  that  You  shall  live  in  peace  and  harmony 
and  that  there  shall  be  no  trouble  or  litigation 
in  the  settlement  of  my  estate. 

For  nearly  ten  years  the  widow,  Sarah 
Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain,  survived 
the  husband,  to  whom  and  to  her  children 
she  had  been  devoted  throughout  the 
fifty-three  years  of  her  married  life.  Her 
eldest  daughter,  Sarah  Ann  (McClain) 
Boyce,  had  removed  to  Iowa  years  before. 
Aged  over  eighty  though  the  mother  was, 
she  would  visit  that  daughter.  While 
there  at  Ormanville,  near  Ottumwa,  Wa¬ 
pello  County,  Iowa,  she  departed  this 
life,  on  May  5,  1884,  in  her  eighty-fifth 
year,  and  was  interred  in  Zion  Cemetery 
near  Ottumwa.  To  the  McClains  she 
brought  the  blood  and  traits  of  several  of 
the  first  families  of  Colonial  Virginia  and 
of  the  earliest  Methodists  of  Maryland 
and  North  Carolina. 

The  Children  of  the  Reverend  John 3  and 

Sarah  Wilkinson  {Elsberry)  McClain. 

The  family  Bible  of  the  Rev.  John3 
McClain  gives  the  births  of  all  of  his 
children  and  the  deaths  of  five  of  them. 
This  Bible,  from  which  we  quote  these 
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names  and  dates,  is  in  the  collection  of 
McClain  Manuscripts ,  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  owned  by  Edward  Lee  McClain, 
Esquire. 

(1)  William  Page4  McClain  (John3, 
Peter2,  Andrew1)  was  born  on  the  McClain 
farm  in  Monroe  Township,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  January  io,  1823.  A  full  account  of 
his  life  is  given  at  page  47  of  this  chapter. 

(2)  Peter4  McClain  (John3,  Peter2,  An¬ 
drew1),  was  born  on  the  McClain  estate  in 
Monroe  Township,  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
October  10,  1824,  and  married  Minerva  A. 
Pittenger.  “He  was  a  small,  slight  man  of  a 
dreamy,  poetic  nature,  and  very  religious,” 
stated  his  brother  Corydon.  His  children  were: 
( 1 )  Bryson5  Lee  McClain,  for  many  years  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  married  Pearl  Vaughan 
Drumm,  April  18,  1896,  in  St.  Peter’s  Cathe¬ 
dral  (Episcopal),  Albany,  New  York.  (2) 
George5  Washington  Walker  McClain,  born 
September  20,  1856,  in  Greenfield,  Ohio,  mar¬ 
ried,  August  16,  1885,  at  Minneapolis,  Kan¬ 
sas,  Mary  Elizabeth  Burkett,  who  died  Septem¬ 
ber  I,  1 9 1 1 ,  in  Fresno,  California.  He  died 
August  19,  1926,  in  Fresno,  California.  The 
children  were:  (a)  Nora  Lee,  born  August  10, 
1886,  died  August  17,  1909,  married  Charles 
E.  Parks,  and  left  Delbert  Parks  and  Guy 
Parks,  of  Delphos,  Kansas,  (b)  Una  Gwendo¬ 
line,  born  August  27,  1888,  married  Roy  Ault, 
who  died  August  25,  1929,  and  has  a  son  Rich¬ 
ard.  They  live  in  Long  Beach,  California, 
(c)  Clarence  Roy,  born  February  2,  1891, 
died  in  Palo  Alto,  California,  in  June,  1918. 
He  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  U.S.  Army,  and 
was  married  to  Cora  Wharry  in  February, 
1918.  (d)  Bryson  Frank,  born  March  2,  1894, 
married,  and  lives  in  Fresno,  California,  (e) 
Robert  Rex,  born  October  8,  1896,  unmar¬ 
ried,  lives  in  Long  Beach,  California,  (f) 
Nellie  May,  born  November  1 5,  1899,  died 
September  3,  1911,  two  days  after  the  death 
of  her  mother,  with  whom  she  is  buried  in 


the  same  grave.  (3)  Clara5  McClain,  who 
died  very  young.  Peter  McClain  predeceased 
his  father,  dying  April  12,  1861. 

(3)  John4  Elsberry  McClain  was  born 
on  the  McClain  estate  in  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  October  20,  1826,  and  died  there  Au¬ 
gust  14,  1827.  He  was  named  after  his 
mother’s  father,  John  Elsberry,  and  was  the 
first  McClain  to  be  buried  in  Carmel  Ceme¬ 
tery  near  Laurel. 

(4)  Bryson4  Lee  McClain  was  born  on 
the  McClain  estate,  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
April  12,  1828.  He  was  named  Bryson  for  a 
member  of  the  Husbands  family  of  his  ma¬ 
ternal  grandmother,  Pamelia  Husbands.  His 
brother  Corydon  describes  him  as  “a  pro¬ 
nounced  blond  and  considered  the  handsomest 
of  the  sons.  He  had  an  injured  foot  and  for 
that  reason  was,  perhaps,  the  best  beloved  of 
his  mother.  His  early  death  was  a  shock  from 
which  she  never  entirely  recovered.”  The  date 
of  his  death,  by  pneumonia,  is  given  as  Decem¬ 
ber  25,  1847;  he  is  buried  in  the  McClain 
row  in  Carmel  Cemetery. 

(5)  Sarah4  Ann  McClain,  born  on  the 
McClain  estate,  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
June  9,  1830,  married  Hiram  Boyce,  May  23, 

1846.  They  soon  moved  to  Ottumwa,  Wapello 
County,  Iowa.  Her  brother  Corydon  remem¬ 
bered  her,  in  1917,  as  “of  medium  height  and 
size  with  grey-blue  eyes  and  red-brown  hair,  a 
woman  of  great  piety  whose  life  was  one  of 
long  devotion  to  her  family.”  She  died  July 
31,  1893,  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  Her  husband, 
born  in  Ohio  May  19,  1825,  whom  she  mar¬ 
ried  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  died  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  April  22,  1898.  Their  children: 

(a)  A  daughter  born  and  died  April  1 1, 

1847,  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio. 

(b)  Amanda  Madora  Boyce,  born  in 
Ohio,  November  18,  1848,  died  at  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  February  22,  1865. 

(c)  Eliza  Jane  Boyce  (called  “Jennie”), 
born  in  Iowa,  December  16,  1851,  died  un- 
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married  near  Paris,  Missouri,  February  14, 
1920. 

(d)  Minerva  Ellen  Boyce,  born  at  Keo¬ 
kuk,  Iowa,  January  21,  1854,  and  died  March 

3L  i854- 

(e)  Sarah  Wilkinson  Boyce,  born  in 
Iowa,  February  22,  1855,  married  at  her 
father’s  home  near  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  March 
15,  1873,  Decolier  L.  Ferris.  She  died  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1883,  at  Stafford,  Kansas,  leaving 
two  children,  Metta  May,  born  January  4, 
1877,  and  Orville  Grant,  born  March  13, 
1880,  both  of  Hutchison,  Kansas. 

(f)  Francis  Mitchell  Boyce,  born  in 
Iowa,  November  30,  1857,  married  near  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  January  1,  1881,  Cenia  D.  Mc- 
Reynolds.  Francis  died  at  Fresno,  California, 
December  19,  1919,  leaving  a  daughter  Elsie 
Boyce,  born  April  I,  1898,  now  of  near 
Fresno,  California.  The  son  Earl  Boyce,  born 
August  22,  1883,  died  September  4,  1894,  at 
Chambers,  Nebraska. 

(g)  John  Elsberry  Boyce,  born  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  January  22,  i860,  died  there 
May  8,  1880. 

(h)  Corydon  Lee  Boyce,  born  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  August  22,  1862,  married  at 
Belknap,  Iowa,  October  31,  1888,  Emma  L. 
Wagner.  Corydon  Lee  Boyce  died  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  February  21,  1890.  His  one  child, 
named  Corrie  Lee  Boyce,  born  July  7,  1889, 
died  June  22,  1890. 

(i)  William  Marcellus  Boyce,  born  in 
Iowa,  October  14,  1865,  died  March  12, 
1907,  at  Winfield,  Kansas. 

(j)  Eva  Ardella  Boyce,  born  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  April  7,  1868,  married  there 
November  1,  1888,  Willoughby  Wyatt,  and 
resides  near  Shelbina,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Wyatt 
has  kindly  supplied  from  her  records  the  data 
for  her  parents’  children.  Her  children:  (1) 
Auvergne,  born  September  24,  1889,  married 
January  22,  1910,  Willis  D.  Haller,  now  of 
521  South  Moore  Street,  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and 


has  Gladys  Ivon  Haller,  born  October  31, 
1910;  (2)  Orville  Arthur  Wyatt,  born  May 
7,  1892,  married  October  5,  1912,  Rosa  Re- 
pogle,  and  resides  at  Peoria,  Illinois;  (3)  Mel¬ 
ville  Guerney,  born  November  24,  1895,  re¬ 
sides  near  Paris,  Missouri;  (4)  Cecil  Howard, 
born  July  2,  1898,  resides  near  Paris,  Mis¬ 
souri;  (5)  Basil  Strange,  born  January  15, 
1902,  resides  near  Shelbina,  Missouri;  (6) 
Delbert  Alton,  born  August  22,  1904,  resides 
near  Shelbina,  Missouri;  (7)  Teddy  Dale, 
born  February  22,  1 908,  resides  near  Shel¬ 
bina,  Missouri. 

(k)  Eldride  Eyre  Boyce,  born  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  August  14,  1872,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1872. 

(6)  John4  Fletcher  McClain,  born  on 
the  McClain  estate,  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
October  13,  1833;  died  August  14,  1836. 

(7)  Amy4  Eliza  McClain,  born  on  the 
McClain  estate  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
May  23,  1836;  married,  June  1,  1856, 
Thomas  S.  Potter,  M.D.,  who  was  born  May 
14,  1833.  Her  brother  Corydon  stated  in 
1917:  “May  McClain,  who  in  later  life  called 
herself  Emma,  was  a  woman  of  unusual 
beauty  and  attractive  personality.  She  was  the 
last  daughter  to  marry  and  leave  her  parents’ 
home.”  After  marriage  she  resided  at  Car¬ 
thage,  Ohio,  where  she  died  March  7,  1911. 
“Her  son,  John  M.  Potter  (born  May  14, 
1857),  was  at  Covington,  Kentucky,  some 
years  ago.  He  left  a  daughter,  Stella,  now  mar¬ 
ried  and  mother  of  a  boy,  Harold,  but  I  do 
not  know  the  name  of  her  husband  or  his  ad¬ 
dress.  Stella  was  reared  by  her  grandmother, 
Amy.”  Charles  Potter,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  S. 
and  Amy4  (McClain)  Potter,  born  November 
2,  1858,  died  March  9,  i860. 

(8)  Corydon4  Strange  McClain,  M.D., 
born  on  the  McClain  estate  in  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  September  8, 
1843,  was  named  “Strange”  after  the  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  Rev.  John  Strange,  who  in  1816 
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received  John3  McClain  into  membership  in 
the  Methodist  church.  Corydon  is  a  Scottish 
name  used  as  a  Christian  name.  Whether  this 
name  had  any  bearing  upon  his  great-grand¬ 
father,  Andrew  McClain’s,  place  of  origin  or 
relatives  in  Scotland,  Dr.  C.  S.  McClain  could 
not  say.  Corriden  is  near  Edinburgh,  in  Scot¬ 
land.  Dr.  McClain  verbally  gave  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  genealogist  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  in 
January,  1917,  this  account  of  himself: 

“I  went  to  a  school  at  Laurel,  Ohio,  con¬ 
ducted  by  my  first  cousin,  James  Blackman 
McClain.  I  enlisted  July  29,  1862,  in  my 
nineteenth  year,  in  the  Eighty-ninth  Infantry 
Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteers.  The  regiment 
was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Dennison  near  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  The  commanders  were,  successively, 
Col.  White,  Lt.  Col.  Rowe,  and  Col.  Carle- 
ton.  We  were  transported,  after  a  period  of 
training  and  equipping,  to  West  Virginia, 
where  our  regiment  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  Kanawha  Valley  in  driving  the  rebels,  un¬ 
der  Gen.  Cox,  out  of  that  valley.  After  ac¬ 
complishing  that  work,  we  moved  to  Tennes¬ 
see,  and  from  there  to  Georgia.  Our  regiment 
became  involved  in  the  great  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  September  19-20,  1863,  it  being 

placed  on  the  front  line.  I  was  shot*  through 
the  shoulder  in  this  battle,  and  being  removed 
to  the  rear,  was  ordered  by  the  captain  of  the 
company  to  remain  in  the  care  of  some  of  my 
comrades,  though  at  an  uncomfortable  spot  out 
of  doors.  The  boys  made  a  fire  for  me  and 
gave  me  coffee.  While  I  was  lying  beside  the 
fire  in  the  night,  a  man  came  by  who  recog¬ 
nized  me.  He  proved  to  be  an  old  friend,  who 
told  me  that  his  regiment  was  stationed  nearby 
and  that  it  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Gran¬ 
ville  A.  Frambes.  I  had  known  Colonel 
Frambes  at  Felicity,  Ohio,  before  the  war.  I 
told  the  friend,  who  had  thus  accidentally  dis- 

*  Over  seventeen  thousand  Federals  were  killed 
and  wounded  in  this  battle  and  33  per  cent  of  the 
total  forces  of  both  sides  suffered  likewise. 


covered  me,  to  ask  Colonel  Frambes  to  come 
over  and  see  me,  which  the  Colonel  quickly 
did.  When  the  captain  of  our  company  learned 
of  the  visit  to  me  by  Colonel  Frambes,  and 
that  I  was  related  to  him,  he  changed  his  atti¬ 
tude  toward  me,  ordering  me  placed  in  his  own 
tent  where  I  received  the  best  possible  treat¬ 
ment.  Colonel  Frambes  was  a  great  fighter, 
always  ready  and  anxious  to  be  up  and  at  the 
enemy.  He  was  also  great  at  praying;  and 
when  he  prayed  where  we  McClains  were  he 
always  would  pray  that  ‘God  bless  all  those 
who  are  related  to  us  by  the  ties  of  consan¬ 
guinity.’  I  was  sent  home  to  Ohio  during  the 
winter  of  1863-64  to  recover  from  my  wound. 
The  regiment  participated  in  the  victorious  bat¬ 
tle  of  Mission  Ridge  while  I  was  recuperating. 
I  rejoined  it  in  the  spring  of  ’64  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  and  went  on  the  campaign  that  has  be¬ 
come  known  as  ‘Sherman’s  March  to  the  Sea.’ 
After  the  successful  conclusion  of  that  cam¬ 
paign,  I  journeyed  northward,  and  received  an 
honorable  discharge  from  the  service  on  De¬ 
cember  29,  1864.  I  had  served  about  two  years 
and  a  half.  In  1866  I  studied  medicine  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa;  I  began  practice  in  Illinois, 
continuing  it  in  Missouri.  I  settled  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri,  in  1886,  and  practiced  until 
1910,  when  I  retired.  I  was  married  at  Clin¬ 
ton,  Indiana,  November  5,  1876,  to  Ara  Scott. 
We  have  had  three  children: 

“(1)  Auvergne5  McClain,  who  died 
aged  five  years  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  May 
16,  1893. 

“(2)  Don5  Scott  McClain,  born  at 
Marionville,  Missouri,  June  10,  1886;  first  as¬ 
sistant  manager  of  the  Oakland  Hotel,  Oak¬ 
land,  California. 

“(3)  Yvonne5  McClain,  born  at  Spring- 
field,  Missouri,  January  10,  1890,  who  mar¬ 
ried  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  December  3, 
1908,  John  Hardie  Morgan,  grandson  of  the 
late  United  States  Senator,  John  T.  Morgan, 
of  Alabama.  Their  son,  John  Tyler  Morgan, 
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was  born  at  Springfield,  Missouri,  June  8, 
1911.”  Yvonne  McClain  Morgan  passed  away 
at  her  Washington,  D.C.,  residence — 1718 
Kilbourne  Place,  N.W.— on  April  11,  1923, 
aged  thirty-three  years,  three  months,  and  three 
days.  The  funeral  services  and  interment  were 
held  at  her  home  at  Springfield,  Missouri. 

.Yvonne  McClain  Morgan  was  a  beau¬ 
tiful  woman — beautiful,  withal,  in  that 
intellectuality  and  that  angelic  disposition 
that  fade  not  while  life  lasts,  and  which 
memory  but  enhances.  Her  mind  pre¬ 
served  the  sweetness  of  a  child  to  whom 
all  things  were  good  and  pure.  Ethereal 
was  the  loveliness  of  the  culture  and  in¬ 
telligence  animating  her  face  when  she 
spoke.  She  seemed  as  one  whose  mind 
never  yielded  an  unkind  thought,  whose 
heart  never  harbored  a  sordid  feeling — 
much  less  might  her  lips  pass  a  harsh 
word.  Her  spirit  met  everything  face  to 
face — even  death  itself — and  her  joy  at 
meeting  relatives  and  friends  was  spon¬ 
taneous,  unaffected.  Mrs.  Morgan  was 
happy  in  her  new  Washington  City  home, 
uncommonly  content  with  what  life,  had 
brought  her — though  it  had  brought  her 
but  slight  physical  strength.  Thus  she 
really  lived  more  than  the  number  of  her 
years  would  imply.  Her  beauty  was  more 


than  of  appearance.  Fundamentally  it  was 
spiritual — probably  an  inheritance.  One 
may  say  that  she  seemed  to  be  the  per¬ 
sonification  of  that  religious  sentiment 
manifested,  through  many  years,  in  the 
lives  of  her  forebears  as  revealed  in  the 
records  of  the  past.  With  her  son,*  who 
was  much  like  her,  she  seemed  as  one. 
Though  frail  in  physique,  firm  was  her 
character,  strong  her  beliefs.  Alas,  that 
such  sweet,  white  flowers  often  do  not 
long  endure:  Her  beloved  and  loving 
husband,  John  Hardie  Morgan,  grandson 
of  the  late  Senator  Morgan,  of  Alabama, 
born  September  27,  1886,  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Virginia  in  1908, 
and  is  a  civil  engineer  for  the  Southern 
Railway  Company. 

Dr.  Corydon4  Strange  McClain  died  at 
his  home  in  Springfield,  Missouri,  on  De¬ 
cember  22,  1919.  He  was  the  last  living 
grandson  of  the  Rev.  Peter2  and  Sarah 
(English)  Frambes-McClain,  one  of 
whose  granddaughters,  Mrs.  Lucy  Ann 
(McClain)  Turner,  survived  him,  in 
Monroe  Township,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio. 

*  Their  son,  John  Hardie,  Junior,  born  in  Spring- 
field,  Missouri,  June  8,  19x1,  died  there  September 
13,  1925. 


William  Page  McClain  of  Greenfield,  Ohio 


OF  the  sons  of  the  Rev.  John3  Mc¬ 
Clain  (Peter2,  Andrew1),  the 
eldest,  William4  Page  McClain, 
came  the  nearest  to  succeeding  his  father 
in  the  Methodist  ministry, — none  so  suc¬ 
ceeding.  All  the  days  of  his  life  he  was  a 


most  fervent  Methodist,  active  in  the 
church.  He  had  little  taste  for  farming. 
The  rapid  development  of  commerce  and 
population  in  Ohio  afforded  opportunities 
which  appealed  to  his  imagination  and 
common  sense.  As  the  eldest,  he  had  the 
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advantage  of  being  the  son  first  able  to 
strike  out  for  himself.  This  he  did  soon 
after  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  Yet  he  was  a  quiet,  conservative, 
patient,  normal-minded  man — large  of 
stature,  dark  in  complexion,  refined  in 
features,  and,  like  his  father,  spiritually 
much  in  earnest.  In  addition  to  earnest¬ 
ness  and  faithfulness,  he  had  much  of  the 
sentiment  and  delicacy  of  feeling  of  his 
mother,  Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  Mc¬ 
Clain.  He  did  not  exhibit  the  stoicism  that 
at  times  was  shown  by  his  father.  Never¬ 
theless,  the  life  he  experienced  called  for 
a  steady,  unyielding  application  of  his 
best  qualities  in  the  meeting  of  its  prob¬ 
lems.  Modest,  fatherly,  methodical,  firm, 
and  dependable,  he  attuned  his  days  to 
the  principles  for  the  conduct  of  life  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  Methodists.  He  rested  his 
faith  in  his  Creator — seeking  to  do  his 
duty  to  his  family  and  to  his  fellowmen. 
His  trust  in  that  resource  was  large,  un¬ 
commonly  large.  It  sustained  him;  it  car¬ 
ried  him  over  material  disappointments; 
it  solaced  him  as  could  nothing  else  when 
death  stole  away  his  first  two  beloved 
brides;  it  gave  him  the  consciousness  that 
though  the  path  of  life  in  which  he  found 
himself  did  not  seem  to  be  leading  him  to 
fame  or  to  large  material  fortune,  it  was 
the  path  of  honor,  of  duty,  of  right,  and 
of  love.  With  never  a  straying  step  of 
self-indulgence,  he  kept  his  course  in  that 
straight  and  narrow  path  throughout  his 
life.  Sufficient  to  him  was  the  satisfaction 
he  derived  from  it.  Whatever  the  ups 
and  downs  of  his  business  ventures,  he 
had  through  all  “the  faith  that  makes  one 
whole.” 


Born  on  the  McClain  estate  in  Monroe 
Township,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  Janu¬ 
ary  10,  1823,  his  vocation  in  life  may  be 
described  in  the  one  word,  merchant.  He 
was  born  before  his  father  had  completed 
the  double  two-story  house  on  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  the  estate  of  the  Rev. 
Peter2  McClain,  “on  the  old  farm,  I 
think,  in  a  log  house  which  stood  near  the 
old  house”  (his  father’s),  stated  Dr. 
Corydon  Strange  McClain,  on  June  18, 
1918.  He  received  such  schooling  as 
could  be  obtained  at  the  common  schools 
of  Monroe  Township,  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  assisted  in  build¬ 
ing  the  double,  modern  house  which  his 
father  erected.  After  his  first  marriage,  on 
August  1 6,  1845,  to  Lamirah  Pompella 
Frazier,  he  resided  for  a  year  or  two  in 
one  part  of  that  double  two-story  house; 
while  living  there,  by  aiding  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  work  on  the  farm,  he  enabled  his 
father  to  give  more  time  to  preaching. 
Lamirah  Pompella  Frazier  was  born 
January  16,  1824. 

William  Page  McClain  was  named  for 
his  father’s  Methodist  colaborer,  the  Rev. 
William  Page,  sometimes  of  West  Union, 
near  the  Ohio  River  in  Adams  County, 
Ohio.  Though  he  remained  at  home  but  a 
short  time  after  his  first  marriage,  in 
1845,  fie  had  already  become  an  ardent 
convert  to  Methodism,  attending  the  old 
brick  Carmel  Church  that  stood  in  the 
graveyard  near  Laurel,  and  the  other 
chapels  and  churches  in  the  neighborhood 
in  which  his  father  occasionally  conducted 
services. 

William’s  first  experience  away  from 
home  in  business  for  himself  was  at  Car- 
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lisle,  Jackson  Township,  Brown  County, 
Ohio.  He  had  been  paid  for  his  work  and 
time  while  at  home  after  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority,  and  with  such  money  as  he  had 
saved,  he  set  up  a  small  business  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  merchant  at  Carlisle.  His  uncle,  Wes¬ 
ley  McClain,  had  done  the  same  thing  at 
Felicity,  Ohio.  William  was  not  over 
twenty-one  years  old  when  he  made  this 
venture,  and  may  have  been  a  year  or  two 
younger.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  went 
to  Carlisle  in  1846  or  1847,  but  the  origi¬ 
nal  record  of  the  United  States  census  of 
1850  for  Ohio  reveals  that  he  had  estab¬ 
lished  himself  there  as  a  merchant  some¬ 
time  before  1850,  and  reveals  also  that  on 
September  28  of  that  year  he  reported  to 
the  U.S.  Assistant  Marshal  for  that  dis¬ 
trict  that  his  age  was  twenty-seven ;  that 
he  had  seven  hundred  dollars  invested  in 
his  business ;  that  his  wife,  whose  name  he 
then  gave  as  “Lamina,”  was  aged  twenty- 
seven  years;  and  that  they  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Minerva,  aged  four,  and  Elizabeth, 
aged  two  years.  The  younger,  probably 
both,  of  these  children,  was  evidently 
born  at  Carlisle. 

Carlisle,  laid  out  in  1834,  had  a  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  and  gave  promise  of  being 
a  commercial  center,  but  its  development 
was  very  slow.  During  the  time  that  he 
was  at  Carlisle,  his  maternal  grandmother, 
the  widow  Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry, 
resided  ten  miles  northwest  of  Carlisle  at 
New  Hope  near  her  brother-in-law,  Dr. 
Enoch  Elsberry,  and  also  with  her  son, 
Allan  Elsberry,  at  Feesburg  and  at  Fin- 
castle.  Carlisle  is  midway  between  Fin- 
castle  and  Georgetown.  William’s  aunt, 
Clarissa  (Elsberry)  Martin,  resided  at 


Fincastle  and  later  at  Ripley.  His  aunt, 
Francina  (Elsberry)  Hendrixson,  resided 
at  Feesburg.  William  also  had  a  dozen 
other  Elsberry  relatives — cousins,  uncles, 
and  aunts — residing  at  Georgetown  and 
New  Hope,  all  near  Carlisle.  Sardinia, 
eight  miles  north  of  Carlisle,  was  the 
home  of  William’s  first  cousin,  Dr.  James 
Blackman  McClain  5  and  within  two  miles 
of  Carlisle  were  members  of  the  Bever¬ 
idge  family,  of  which  something  later. 
That  he  decided  to  return  to  his  father 
within  a  short  time  after  the  census  of 
September  28,  1850,  is  evident  from  the 
statement  made  in  January,  1917,  by  his 
brother,  Dr.  Corydon  Strange  McClain, 
who  said: 

I  saw  my  brother  (after  I  was  old  enough 
to  remember  him)  only  from  1850  to  1857, 
when  we  were  together  on  the  farm  near 
Laurel,  Ohio.  I  was  seven  years  old  when  he 
came  there,  and  about  fourteen  when  he  left. 
He  was  about  twenty  years  older  than  I,  and 
had  a  wife  and  two  children  when  he  came  to 
the  farm.  I  remember  him  as  a  large  man,  of 
dark  complexion  and  pleasant  mien,  very 
amiable  and  courteous. 

This  statement  indicates  that  William4 
Page  McClain  remained  as  his  father’s 
chief  assistant  from  1850  to  1857. 
first  wife  died  there  March  18,  1852, 
aged  twenty-eight  years,  two  months,  two 
days,  leaving  issue  as  follows: 

( 1 )  Minervas  Isabel  McClain,  born 
July  6,  1846,  in  Carlisle,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  died  September  16,  1926,  in  Springfield, 
Missouri;  married  September  16,  1867,  Ado- 
niram  Judson  Sperry,  born  December  6,  1846, 
in  Greenfield,  Ohio,  died  September  19,  1925, 
in  Springfield,  Missouri.  Children:  (a)  Her- 
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bert  Clarence  Sperry,  born  June  24,  1868,  in 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  died  June  21,  1915,  in 
Hull,  Pike  County,  Illinois.  He  married,  first, 
Florence  Gertrude  Gregory,  November  3, 
1891;  second,  Anna  Fredericka  Hoyle,  and 
had  Christine  Evadine  Sperry;  and,  third,  Eva 
Lease  Cunningham,  and  had  Loring  Elmo  and 
Clarence  Donald,  (b)  Grace  Floyd,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1870,  in  Lowry  City,  Missouri. 
She  married  Thomas  Edgar  Henderson,  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  1891,  and  had  Effie  May,  who  married 
a  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  Ruth  Grace,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  Mr.  Lundstrum.  (c)  Mary  Potter,  born 
March  27,  1873,  in  Hull,  Pike  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  died  January  19,  1877,  in  Hull,  (d) 
Edith  Pearl,  born  October  30,  1878,  in  Hull, 
Pike  County,  Illinois.  She  married  Sylvester 
Brinley  Ratliff,  October  8,  1901,  and  had 
Thelma  Lucille  and  Don  La  Verne,  (e) 
Florence  Cora,  born  September  15,  1889,  in 
Hull,  Pike  County,  Illinois.  She  married  Ralph 
Edward  Smalley,  and  had  Dorothy  Mildred, 
Helen  May,  and  Ernest  Preston. 

(2)  Elizabeth5  Floyd  McClain,  born 
August  22,  1848,  in  Carlisle,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  married  William  Carroll  Anderson, 
November  23,  1871,  who  was  born  August  9, 
1848,  at  Leesburg,  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
and  died  June  12,  1919,  at  Danville,  Illinois. 
Children:  (a)  Bertha  Gertrude,  born  January 
28,  1872,  in  Danville,  Illinois,  married,  first, 
Sherman  Sumner,  and  had  Zora  Clyde  and 
Donald  William;  second,  Charles  George 
Harper,  and  had  Bruce  Russell,  (b)  Jessie 
Clyde,  born  August  5,  1876,  in  Paris,  Illinois, 
married  John  William  Slauter,  and  had  Arnot 
Claire. 

William4  Page  McClain  married,  sec¬ 
ondly,  at  New  Richmond,  Ohio,  Martha 
J.  Archard,  of  that  place,  as  per  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  Presbyterian  minister  there, 
now  recorded  at  page  8  8  of  Marriage  Li¬ 
cense  Record  No.  6y  in  the  probate  court 


of  Clermont  County:  “I  certify  that  I 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  William  P. 
McClain  aged  30,  and  Martha  J.  Arch¬ 
ard,  aged  25,  on  the  4th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  a.d.  1852.  O.  H.  Newton,  New 
Richmond,  Ohio.”  She  was  born  February 
22,  1828;  died  in  Monroe  Township,  on 
November  20,  1856,  aged  twenty-eight 
years,  eight  months,  and  twenty-nine 
days,  leaving  her  husband  and  two  sons, 
namely: 

(1)  Asbury5  Christy  McClain,  born 
September  19,  1853,  w^°  removed  to  Spring- 
field,  Missouri,  and  died  there,  unmarried, 
September  22,  1883. 

(2)  Addison5  Trimble,  born  October  15, 
1855,  on  the  McClain  farm  in  Monroe 
Township,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  died  as 
the  result  of  an  accident  near  Plainville,  Ohio, 
March  18,  1901,  his  home  being  in  Newtown, 
Ohio.  He  married  at  Laurel,  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  October  24, 
1874,  Maria  Louisa  Bainum,  born  July  7, 
1850,  at  Laurel,  Monroe  Township,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  October  24,  1921,  in 
Piper  City,  Ford  County,  Illinois,  where  she 
resided.  Children:  (a)  Clare  Addison,  born 
April  12,  1876,  in  Laurel,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  married  Nellie  Leola  Stedman.  (b) 
Martha  Louisa,  born  November  18,  1879,  in 
“Franklin,”  near  Laurel,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  married  Albert  B.  Tschira,  December 
20,  1900.  (c)  David  Frank,  born  in  Laurel, 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  July  27,  1885,  and 
died  there  March  20,  1886.  (d)  Edwin  Lee, 
born  in  Loogootee,  Martin  County,  Indiana, 
August  31,  1887,  married  Tresa  Stedman  and 
had  Donald  (deceased)  and  Harvey,  (e)  Inez 
Estle,  born  at  Newtown,  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  March  1,  1891.  (f)  Jennie  Marie,  born 
at  Newtown,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  January 
26,  1895,  married  Glenn  Osborne  Fowler. 
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When,  in  1850,  William4  Page  Mc¬ 
Clain  returned  from  Carlisle,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  to  the  home  of  his  father 
in  Monroe  Township,  Clermont  County, 
his  next  younger  brother,  Peter  McClain, 
about  the  same  time,  left  the  farm  and 
began  business  at  Greenfield  as  a  mer¬ 
chant,  dealing  in  dry  goods  and  notions. 
Their  youngest  brother,  Dr.  Corydon  S. 
McClain,  stated  on  June  8,  1918,  that  his 
brother  William 

went  to  Greenfield  in  March  1857.  He  had 
his  sale  March  7,  1857.  This  was  a  red-letter 
day  for  me  and  I  never  forgot  it.  William 
went  into  business  in  Greenfield  with  his 
brother  Peter,  and  lost  his  hard-earned  savings. 
Peter’s  health  failed,  and  he  and  his  family 
spent  most  of  the  balance  of  his  life  at  my 
father’s.  Peter  died  April  12,  1861,  the  day 
that  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  on. 

Elizabeth  Floyd  (McClain)  Anderson, 
daughter  of  William  Page  McClain,  writ¬ 
ing  to  Edward  Lee  McClain,  of  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio,  in  1928,  of  her  father’s  rea¬ 
son  for  not  entering  the  Union  Army  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  said: 

They  would  not  take  him  on  account  of  his 
leg.  As  long  as  I  can  remember,  he  suffered 
with  it — it  was  not  rheumatism.  His  leg  would 
swell,  and  he  had  to  wear  a  rubber  bandage 
for  years.  He  was  loyal  and  wanted  to  enter 
the  service.  He  went  to  town  every  night  they 
were  beating  up  for  volunteers.  One  night 
when  he  came  home,  I  was  out  in  the  front 
yard,  waiting  for  him.  He  took  me  in  his  arms, 
and  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  told  me  he  wanted 
to  go  and  they  would  not  have  him.* 

Such  was  the  visitation  of  ill  fortune 
that  attended  the  beginning  of  the  Mc- 

*  Mrs.  Anderson’s  affidavit  on  this  subject  is  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  E.  L.  McClain,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio. 


Clain  family  in  Greenfield.  That  was  the 
foundation  stone  laid  in  toilsome,  high- 
principled  endeavor  by  William  Page 
McClain,  who  thus  squared  his  business 
practice  with  his  religious  precept.  Upon 
that  rock  he  slowly  built  anew}  nor  did 
storms  of  commercial  depression  and 
financial  strain  incident  to  the  Civil  War 
dislodge  him  from  his  purpose,  for  even 
though  legally  discharged  from  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  paying  the  debts  of  his 
brother’s  business,  he  chose  to  build  upon 
the  rock  of  personal  integrity,  to  redeem 
the  failure  of  his  ailing  brother  by  paying 
off  the  creditors  in  full,  which  he  did  lit¬ 
tle  by  little  over  a  period  of  years,  to  re¬ 
tain  the  esteem  of  the  Highland  County 
family  into  which  he  had  newly  married, 
to  hold  the  confidence  of  all  men,  and  to 
insure  for  his  children  the  respect  of  the 
community.  Far  beyond  his  expectations, 
greater  even  than  his  dreams,  is  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  achievement  that  has  been  built  by 
his  family  upon  the  rock  of  honesty  and 
faith  laid  by  William  Page  McClain. 

In  a  few  years,  as  is  shown  by  the 
United  States  census  of  1870,  William 
Page  McClain  had  recouped  his  losses, 
and  had  begun  to  reap  the  good  fruits  of 
the  seeds  of  faith  that  his  conscience  had 
prompted  him  to  sow. 

[ Census  Bureau ,  Washington ,  D.C.  U.S.  Cen¬ 
sus  i8yo'\ : 

Ohio,  Highland  County,  Greenfield,  Madison 
township,  enumerated  by  me  on  the  13th  day 
of  August  1870.  W.  S.  McMurdie,  Asst. 
Marshal. 

McClain  William  P.  age  at  last  birthday  47 ; 
dealer  in  Fruit  Trees;  value  of  real  estate 
$4500;  value  of  personal  estate  $1000;  born 
in  Ohio 
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McClain  Margaret  A.  age  30,*  born  in  Ohio 
McClain,  Edward  L.  age  9,  at  school,  born 
in  Ohio 

McClain,  Arthur  E.  age  6,  at  school,  born  in 
Ohio 

Doyle,  Sam’l.  B.  .  .  .  born  in  Ohio. 

“After  the  Civil  War  I  travelled  for  a 
while  for  my  brother  William  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  introducing  nursery  stock.  After 
that  I  never  saw  him  again,”  said  the  late 
Dr.  Corydon  S.  McClain,  in  1918.  De¬ 
siring  to  avoid  the  absences  from  Green¬ 
field  incident  to  the  nursery  business,  and 
desiring  also  to  afford  an  opportunity  at 
home  for  the  training  of  his  sons  in  some 
vocation,  he  engaged  at  Greenfield  about 
1875  in  the  manufacture  of  harness  and 
saddlery,  which  he  continued  until  1888. 
Both  sons,  born  at  Greenfield,  entered 
heartily  into  this  new  enterprise  and  sub¬ 
stantially  assisted  their  father.  Beginning 
with  their  experience  in  this  business,  both 
sons  eventually  “made  their  fortunes,”  as 
is  later  explained.  One  of  these  two  sons, 
on  being  asked  for  some  recollections  of 
his  father,  said: 

Father  was  a  thorough-going  Christian,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  interpretation  of  the  obligations 
of  his  profession.  He  was  quite  sufficiently  at 
home  in  the  Church  to  be  able  to  conduct  a 
service  during  the  pastor’s  absence,  not  exactly 
preaching  a  sermon,  but  carrying  on  a  short 
service,  as  I  have  known  him  to  do.  He  thought 
his  sons  should  never  learn  to  play  games,  be¬ 
cause  it  might  lead  to  gambling.  Accordingly, 
there  were  never  any  games  in  our  home  which 
more  than  one  could  play  at — no  cards,  no 
checkers,  nothing  except  a  little  board  with 

*  Her  sister,  the  late  Frances  Eleanor  (Parkinson) 
Beveridge,  stated  in  1917  that  her  sister  Margaret 
was  born  in  November,  1833.  The  statement  is  in  the 
McClain  Manuscripts  at  Greenfield,  Ohio. 


holes  in  it  and  wooden  pegs, — enough  pegs  to 
fill  all  the  holes  but  one.  It  was  called  “Jump 
the  Peg.”  And  he  was  strictly  opposed  to  all 
kinds  of  questionable  amusements.  I  remember 
that  when  I  was  a  lad  about  ten  years  of  age, 
some  people  came  to  Greenfield  to  have  an 
entertainment  on  the  fair-ground,  and  the 
principal  part  consisted  of  a  woman  riding  a 
velocipede.  There  was  something  about  that 
which  was  very  distasteful  to  father;  so  he 
wrote  a  text  about  it,  and  took  one  of  the  pic¬ 
tures  showing  the  woman  on  the  velocipede, 
put  the  text  below  the  picture,  and  had  it 
framed  and  hung  in  the  home.  Perhaps  he 
was  displeased  because  the  woman’s  garments 
were  a  little  unconventional.  My  brother  and 
I  were  forbidden  to  go  and  see  the  woman 
ride  the  velocipede.  It  was  part  of  the  routine 
that  we  should  go  to  prayer  meeting  every 
Wednesday  night,  and  we  went  to  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday  morning,  stayed  for  the 
noon  service,  went  to  class-meeting  in  the 
afternoon  (which  no  one  but  old  people  was 
supposed  to  attend),  and  then  went  again  at 
night.  I  say  “went,”  but  I  mean  that  we  fol¬ 
lowed,  because  I  make  a  distinction.  Never 
mind,  my  brother  and  myself  got  through  with 
it  all,  and  we  were  not  any  the  worse  for  the 
experience.  We  invariably  slept  during  the 
night  service  and  slept  so  soundly  that  we 
walked  all  the  way  home  holding  onto  our 
parents’  hands,  half  asleep. 

Father’s  welfare  activities  extended  beyond 
the  church.  He  was  charitable  to  a  degree.  He 
actively  participated  in  all  temperance  move¬ 
ments.  He  was  an  earnest  worker  in  all  things 
for  good,  serving  on  the  school  board  for  a 
long  period  of  time,  and  doing  any  and  all 
things  which  were  asked  of  him  as  a  citizen, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  best  interest  of  the  com¬ 
munity;  many  things  he  did  voluntarily.  I 
know  that  he  was  always  a  conscientious  man 
because  I  know,  not  only  from  his  own  state¬ 
ments  but  from  the  statements  of  others,  that 
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he  was  a  consistent  Christian.  These  little  in¬ 
cidents  I  have  related  because  they  tend  to 
bring  out  father’s  character  and  his  ideas  and 
ideals  of  life. 

When  William  Page  McClain  came  to 
Greenfield  in  March,  1857,  he  attended 
the  Methodist  Church,  built  of  stone  in 
1 833,  which  still  stands  on  Mirabeau 
Street,  near  Second,  at  present  being  used 
as  a  commercial  garage.  Where  it  was  that 
he  first  met  Miss  Margaret  Ann  Parkin¬ 
son,  one  of  the  very  attractive  daughters 
of  George  Washington  Parkinson  and  his 
wife,  born  Rebecca  Ross,  the  first  white 
woman  to  arrive  and  reside  within  the 
wide  original  limits  of  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  is  not  of  record.  It  is  of  record, 
however,  that  he  married  her,  as  his  third 
wife,  on  September  3,  1858,  within  seven¬ 
teen  months  of  his  arrival  in  Highland 
County.  She  was  born  November  1,  1833, 
at  Sugartree  Ridge,  about  twenty-nine 
miles  southward  of  Greenfield,  and  near 
the  southern  boundary  of  Highland 
County.  Her  father  had  died  in  1849  and 
her  mother  in  18563  she  was  residing  with 
her  married  relatives,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Nevin,  near  Hillsboro.  “They  were 
married  at  the  Nevin  home  and  drove  to 
his  father’s  house  in  Clermont  County  on 
their  bridal  trip,”  stated  William’s 
brother,  Dr.  Corydon  S.  McClain,  on 
June  8,  1918.  Thereafter  William  and 
Margaret  made  Greenfield  their  home  so 
long  as  they  lived.  She  had  been  an  at¬ 
tendant  at  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Sugartree  Ridge,  and  their  first  child  was 
baptized  in  1858  in  the  old  stone  church 
in  Greenfield.  T he  Greenfield  Republican 
of  Thursday,  June  23,  1904,  states  that: 


In  i860,  during  the  pastorate  of  C.  R. 
Lovell,  a  handsome  two  story  structure  was 
built  at  the  corner  of  South  Second  and  Mira¬ 
beau  Streets.  The  basement  was  finished  and 
used  as  a  place  of  worship;  but  when  the 
church  proper  was  nearly  completed  it  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  a  tornado.  With  true  heroism  and 
much  self-denial  another  church  was  imme¬ 
diately  built  upon  the  same  foundation  and 
dedicated  February  8th,  1863,  by  Rev.  D.  W. 
Clark,  afterward  bishop. 

It  was  to  this  new  church,  of  which 
William  Page  McClain  was  one  of  the 
many  who  aided  in  its  erection,  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  building  committee,  that 
he  brought  his  second  child  born  at 
Greenfield,  Edward  Lee,  for  baptism  in 
1861.  In  this  church  William  passed  his 
most  active  years  as  a  leading  member. 
In  it  his  last  child  was  baptized,  and  the 
sons  converted.  To  it  came  his  reverend 
father,  John  McClain,  in  1874.  This 
church  that  he  and  they  loved  suffered 
again : 

[Extract  continued  from  Greenfield  Refub- 

lican ,  June  23,  /904]  : 

Then  followed  the  disastrous  fire,  which  de¬ 
stroyed  the  church  in  December  1880  .  .  . 
the  church  and  its  furniture  were  a  total  loss 
with  no  insurance.  John  F.  Waddel,  G.  I. 
Rucker,  Samuel  Hitchcock,  Joseph  Finch, 
W.  P.  McClain,  E.  H.  Miller,  and  the  pastor, 
Rev.  A.  V.  Beall,  were  appointed  a  building 
committee,  and  after  great  difficulties  on  their 
part  the  new  church  was  dedicated  June  19, 
1882,  free  of  debt,  by  C.  H.  Payne,  D.D., 
President  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 

This  church  was  succeeded  in  1904  by 
the  beautiful  structure  of  stone,  erected 
principally  through  the  munificent  gift  of 
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William’s  eldest  son,  regarding  which  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Frank  G.  Mitchell  wrote: 

Ohio  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Home 
Erie  County,  Ohio. 

State  Soldiers’  Home,  Erie  Co.  Ohio. 

Chaplain’s  Office,  June  20,  1918. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Hoppin, 

Greenfield,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  2nd.  inst.  came 
during  my  absence  from  home,  and  I  reply  at 
my  earliest  opportunity. 

Your  outline  of  the  McClain  family  his¬ 
tory  greatly  interested  me,  as  I  have  had  an 
acquaintance  with  members  of  four  genera¬ 
tions.  During  my  first  pastorate  in  Greenfield, 
in  1870—73,  W.  P.  McClain,  father  of  Ed¬ 
ward  L.,  was  the  most  valuable  member  of 
the  Official  Board.  A  natural  leader  of  men, 
he  modestly  but  efficiently  promoted  all  phases 
of  the  Church  life.  His  father,  the  Rev.  John 
McClain,  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  the 
home  of  the  son.  I  visited  him  often,  and  con¬ 
ducted  his  funeral  service.  Edward  was  then 
a  pupil  in  the  public  school,  and  spent  much 
of  his  spare  time  in  his  father’s  harness  shop. 
He  there  saw  the  need  of  the  device  which  has 
proved  the  basis  of  his  fortune  .  .  . 

I  trust  that  the  enclosed  note  may  assist  you 
somewhat  in  your  interesting  enterprize. 

Very  sincerely  yours,  (signed) 
Frank  G.  Mitchell. 

William  Page  McClain  did  not  live  to 
enjoy  in  a  long  and  dreamy  old  age  the 
results  of  his  labors,  but  did  live  long 
enough  to  see  them  begin  to  inure  to  the 
benefit  and  happiness  of  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  at  Greenfield.  He  had  not  spared 
himself  in  endeavors  for  his  family  and 
for  others}  when  he  was  stricken  with  ill¬ 
ness,  there  was  nothing  that  they  would 


not  do  for  him.  Alas,  he  had  so  earnestly 
applied  himself  for  so  many  years  that  his 
strength  failed  before  he  could  reach  the 
eastern  health  resort  to  which,  as  a  too 
long  delayed  recourse,  he  had  begun  a 
journey.  He  had  to  leave  the  railway 
train,  at  Huntington,  West  Virginia, 
where  at  the  Florentine  Hotel,  he  died 
at  three  o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Au¬ 
gust  8,  1888}  his  wife,  his  daughter  Nel¬ 
lie  Marie,  his  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  Lee  McClain,  and  her  son  Edward 
Lee  McClain,  Junior,  were  with  him.  In¬ 
terment  was  made  in  the  Washington 
Street  Cemetery  at  Greenfield.  Soon  after 
the  event,  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Greenfield,  the  Rev. 
E.  Burdsall,  made  public  a  statement 
about  William  Page  McClain,  from 
which  an  extract  may  be  made: 

In  his  religious  life,  there  was  a  glorious 
reality.  Immediately  after  his  conversion,  he 
was  taken  down  with  the  measles,  but,  as  he 
began  to  recover,  the  young  people  formed 
themselves  into  a  band  and  selected  him  as 
their  leader.  From  his  earnest  work  in  songs 
and  prayer,  he  contracted  the  hoarseness  that 
never  left  him.  But  he  did  not  cease  his  ac¬ 
tivity  or  usefulness.  He  served  the  church  as 
steward  for  many  years;  was  wise  in  council, 
joyful  in  experience,  and  always  ready  to  bear 
his  part  in  every  obligation.  In  him  the  pastor 
found  a  personal  friend,  and  the  church,  a  safe 
leader,  but  in  no  place  did  his  Christian  life 
shine  with  more  beauty  than  at  home  in  the 
family  devotions  morning  and  evening.  These 
were  seasons  the  family  can  never  forget,  a 
legacy  that  will  be  lasting  as  time  and  eter¬ 
nity.  He  loved  his  family,  and  in  return  they 
did  everything  possible  to  relieve,  help,  and 
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comfort  him  during  all  his  affliction.  As  a  citi¬ 
zen,  he  was  ready  to  help  in  every  good  work. 

Some  account  of  Margaret3  Ann  (Par¬ 
kinson)  McClain  is  given  on  page  127  of 
the  Parkinson  chapter  of  this  book.  She 
was  the  mother  whose  faith  in  her  son,, 
when  everyone  else  failed  to  comprehend 
the  great  possibilities  of  an  idea  that  he 
had  conceived,  helped  to  secure  for  him 
the  chance  that  he  developed  into  a 
world-wide  success.  She  lived  to  see  much 
of  “the  fruits  of  her  hands,”  and  to  be 
the  recipient  of  every  comfort  that  love 
and  wealth  could  bestow.  She  entered  into 
rest  June  26,  1897,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  seven  months,  and  some  days,*  and 
lies  beside  her  husband  in  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Street  Cemetery,  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
The  children  of  William4  Page  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Ann  (Parkinson)  McClain  are  four 
— their  births,  marriages,  and  two  deaths 
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being  entered  in  his  family  Bible,  now  in 

the  custody  of  the  eldest  son  at  Green¬ 
field: 

[Births  at  Greenfield ,  Highland  County , 
Ohio  ] : 

Jenny  May  McClain  was  born  July  8th  1859 

Edward  Lee  McClain  was  born  May  30th 
1861 

Arthur  Elsworth  McClain  was  born  Oct.  16th 
1863 

Nellie  Marie  McClain  was  born  Aug.  30th 
1872 

[Marriages]  : 

Edward  Lee  McClain  was  married  Dec.  17, 
1885,  to  Lulu  T.  Johnson 

Nellie  Marie  McClain  was  married  Dec.  15th, 
1898,  to  William  Mace  McCafferty 

[Deaths\  : 

Jenny  May  McClain  died  Aug  6th  1862  Aged 
3  years  &  29  days 

Arthur  Elsworth  McClain  died  February  24, 
1922,  aged  58  years,  4  months,  8  days. 


Edward  Lee  McClain  and  His  Children 


EDWARD5  LEE  McCLAIN,  the 
second  child  of  William  Page 
McClain  and  Margaret  Ann 
(Parkinson)  McClain,  was  born  on 
Thursday,  May  30,  1861.  He  was  born 
in  the  house  shown  in  the  accompanying 
picture,  on  what  was  then  known  as  West 

*  The  entry  of  her  birth  in  the  Bible  of  her  hus¬ 
band  reads:  “Margaret  Ann  Parkinson  was  born 
about  Nov.  1838  and  Married  to  W.  P.  McClain 
Sept.  3rd  1858”;  but  the  year  of  the  birth  was  writ¬ 
ten  near  the  lower  outside  corner  of  the  page  in  the 
Bible,  and  having  become  thumbed  and  worn  off, 
someone  undertook  to  restore  the  last  figure  of  the 


Main  Street,  now  Jefferson  Street,  where 
property  No.  546  is  located,  in  Green¬ 
field,  Madison  Township,  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  baptized  soon 
thereafter  by  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Lovell,  in 
the  new  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(then  but  partly  completed),  at  the  cor¬ 
date  and  wrote  heavily  over  the  worn  last  figure,  an 
“8.”  There  are  grave  doubts  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  8;  and  Margaret’s  elder  sister,  Mrs.  Frances  Elea¬ 
nor  (Parkinson)  Beveridge,  made  an  affidavit  in  1917 
that  Margaret  was  born  in  November,  1833.  That 
document  is  among  the  McClain  Manuscrifts  at 
Greenfield,  Ohio. 
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ner  of  Second  and  Mirabeau  Streets.  In 
the  Methodist  faith  he  has  remained  ever 
since.  Forty-eight  days  before  his  birth 
the  Civil  War  began.  On  that  memorable 
day,  April  12,  1861,  died  Peter  McClain, 
whose  business  failure  at  Greenfield  in 
the  year  before  had  swept  away  not  only 
his  own  money,  but  also  the  additional 
capital  invested  in  the  business  by  Peter’s 
brother  William4.  It  was  not  a  propitious 
time  for  anything ;  and  Edward  Lee’s 
father  was  then  face  to  face  with  the  task 
of  recouping  the  losses  sustained  through 
his  investment  with  his  brother  Peter — a 
task  made  doubly  difficult  by  the  menace 
of  the  rebellion  that  had  split  the  country. 

Edward  Lee  McClain’s  actual  experi¬ 
ence  in  business  began  upon  his  own  ini¬ 
tiative  at  the  very  early  age  of  ten  years. 
Though  not  compelled  to  work  or  to  as¬ 
sume  responsibilities  so  early  in  life,  his 
natural  impulse  to  be  doing  something 
that  would  yield  a  reward  led  him  into 
undertakings  requiring  a  forceful  applica¬ 
tion  of  mind  and  hands — perception, 
judgment,  and  responsibility — such  as  one 
does  not  usually  find  in  a  youth  of  ten  to 
fifteen  years  old.  Evidence  of  his  confi¬ 
dence  in  himself,  and  of  his  early  self- 
reliance  and  comprehension  of  things 
material,  is  seen  upon  the  face  of  his  ac¬ 
companying  portrait  made  when  aged  six 
or  seven  years. 

Beginning  with  the  tenth  year  of  his 
age,  he  spent  the  summer  vacations  at 
work  of  his  choosing — one  summer  in  a 
grocery  store  where  vegetables  were  han¬ 
dled.  Part  of  his  work  was  to  peddle  the 
vegetables  in  a  wagon  in  the  early  morn¬ 
ing}  so  he  was  up  by  four  o’clock  prepar¬ 
ing  his  own  breakfast,  getting  out  the 


horse  and  wagon,  filling  the  wagon,  and 
starting  on  the  rounds.  Another  summer 
he  spent  in  a  confectionery  store  where 
candies,  ice  cream,  and  soda  water  were 
served.  One  may  wonder  if  this  present- 
day  habit  of  serving  ice  cream  in  soda 
water  did  not  really  have  its  origin  in 
Greenfield  in  the  year  1872.  It  was  an 
idea  that  occurred  to  him  as  the  result  of 
serving  natural  cream  and  syrup  together 
in  soda  water. 

The  next  two  summers  found  him  at 
work  in  a  woolen  mill.  There  he  learned 
to  spin  and  weave — in  fact,  to  do  every¬ 
thing  from  firing  the  boilers  to  riding  old 
“Paddy”  uptown  to  the  drug  store  with  a 
note  to  the  druggist  for  a  package  which 
in  these  days  men  are  said  to  carry  in  a 
boot  leg  or  flask  pocket.  Old  “Paddy” 
was  the  saddle  horse  of  the  proprietor  of 
the  mill.  The  horse  was  always  hitched  in 
front  of  the  mill  at  the  rack,  saddled,  and 
ready  for  use.  One  of  the  employees  was 
given  to  taking  a  little  “nip”  now  and 
then,  and  so,  as  McClain  came  to  learn  in 
due  time,  it  was  the  filled  half-pint  flask 
for  which  he  was  sent.  He  could  mix  the 
dyes,  dye  the  wool,  run  the  picker,  the 
fuller,  spin,  weave, — in  fact  could  just 
about  commence  with  cutting  the  wool 
from  the  sheep’s  back  and  end  with  turn¬ 
ing  it  out  into  first-class  finished  cloth. 

At  fifteen  he  possessed  a  natural  intel¬ 
lectual  ability  which,  united  with  a  strong 
will,  enabled  him  a  few  years  later  to  take 
a  flying  start  and  begin  a  great  and  lasting 
success  at  a  time  when  the  average  boy 
has  scarcely  begun  to  think  of  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  a  large  and  serious  purpose.  The 
world  had  progressed  for  many  centuries 
without  having  produced  the  simple  in- 
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vention  the  boy  created,  and  it  might  be 
without  it  still  if  he  had  not  invented  and 
produced  it.  Therefore,  the  whole  success 
sprang  from  his  personal  qualities,  from 
his  being  equal,  or  more  than  equal,  to  his 


two  boys  should  learn  a  trade.  He  owned 
a  building  in  which  a  man  carried  on  the 
harness  business.  He  came  to  desire  the 
premises  for  himself,  and  upon  notifying 
the  tenant,  the  latter  ofFered  to  sell  the 
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opportunities — opportunities  that,  in  some 
respects,  he  himself  created. 

Some  particulars  of  the  founding  of 
the  business  that  proved  to  be  a  great  suc¬ 
cess  are  of  interest.  Doubtless  they  are 
true,  having  been  gleaned  from  men  who 
were  connected  with  it  for  many  of  its 
early  years  and  from  printed  brochures 
issued  by  the  manufacturing  company. 
William  Page  McClain  believed  that  his 


harness  business,  which  Mr.  McClain 
bought.  Consequently  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
his  elder  son  spent  the  summer  vacation 
learning  to  make  harness.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  this  son  had  finished  his  schooling 
in  the  public  school  of  Greenfield,  Ohio, 
according  to  his  own  judgment,  although 
his  father  wished  him  to  continue  in 
school  and  to  go  to  Wesleyan  University, 
at  Delaware,  Ohio.  But  the  son  was  obdu- 
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rate  and  would  have  his  own  way ;  and  so 
he  spent  the  following  four  years,  during 
which  his  brother,  Arthur  Elsworth, 
joined  him,  helping  his  father  make  both 
ends  meet  in  this  new  harness  business. 

Edward  worked  for  two  years  for  thir¬ 
teen  dollars  a  month  and  board.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  saw  that  his  future 
could  not  be  very  bright  financially  if  he 
remained  at  this  work.  In  his  youthful 
imagination  he  had  set  his  fortune  at  ten 
thousand  dollars.  In  those  days  eight  per 
cent  interest  was  current,  and  it  was  a 
short  mental  process  for  him  to  conclude 
that  if  he  had  ten  thousand  dollars  out  at 
eight  per  cent,  he  would  have  a  good  com¬ 
petence  for  the  “rainy  day”  which  he  sup¬ 
posed  would  come  sooner  or  later.  But  he 
saw  that  the  ten  thousand  dollars  could 
not  be  obtained  in  that  way. 

Deliberately  he  tried  to  invent  some¬ 
thing  that  he  could  patent  and  undertake 
to  manufacture.  He  tried  one  or  two 
things  unsuccessfully}  one  reason  being 
that  upon  applying  for  a  patent,  he 
learned  that  his  “invention”  had  been  an¬ 
ticipated.  Finally  he  hit  upon  the  idea  of 
making  a  horse  collar  pad  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  trade.  How  did  he  happen  to  think 
of  the  hook  for  detachably  connecting  a 
pad  to  a  collar,  upon  which  invention  his 
great  success  is  founded?  The  first  kind 
of  a  pad  he  made  was  circular  in  form, 
and  was  put  on  by  slipping  it  over  the 
horse’s  head.  A  local  drayman  came  to 
McClain’s  shop  one  day  and  bought  one 
of  these  collar  pads.  The  drayman  took 
the  bridle  off  his  horse  and  loosened  the 
hames  and  the  collar  preparatory  to  slip¬ 
ping  the  pad  into  place.  The  aspiring 
young  manufacturer  was  standing  in  the 


door  of  his  father’s  store  watching  the 
proceeding.  When  the  drayman  under¬ 
took  to  slip  the  pad  over  the  horse’s  head, 
it  frightened  the  horse,  and  there  was 
nearly  a  mix-up.  It  occurred  to  the  observ¬ 
ant  youth  that  if  he  could  provide  a  pad 
open  at  one  end  with  some  provision  for 
conveniently  attaching  it  to  the  collar  and 
as  conveniently  detaching  it,  it  would  be 
better.  So  finally  he  produced  an  elastic 
steel  hook  attached  to  the  pad,  which 
could  be  readily  attached  to  the  rim  of  the 
collar  and  as  easily  detached.  It  was,  as  he 
confidently  said  in  the  first  advertising 
matter  sent  out  to  the  general  trade 
shortly  after  he  started  in  business:  “A 
Success  From  the  Word  Go!”  And  such 
proved  to  be  the  case. 

So  simple,  practical,  and  essential  was 
the  invention,  and  of  such  long  standing 
the  need  of  it,  that  one  marvels  that  it  had 
not  been  made  before.  Doubtless  others 
had  seen  horses  become  restive  when  pads 
were  put  over  their  heads  without  think¬ 
ing  of  a  remedy. 

Not  so  with  the  boy  McClain!  It  was 
not  so  much  that  he  saw  that  something 
should  be  done  and  that  he  could  do  it, 
as,  that  he  resolved  to  do  it.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1881,  with  his  patent  granted,  in  a 
room  ten  by  twelve  feet,  with  a  pair  of 
scissors,  a  bolt  of  cotton  cloth,  a  sack  of 
goat  hair,  a  few  other  necessaries,  and  a 
little  hand  labor,  the  boy  began  business 
as  “E.  L.  McClain  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,”  capital  three  hundred  dollars.  So 
he  produced  the  first  collar  pad  ever 
made  with  elastic  steel  hooks  for  detach¬ 
ably  connecting  a  pad  to  a  horse  collar. 
The  invention  was  not  merely  a  conven¬ 
ience — it  also  prevented  horses’  and  mules’ 
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suffering  from  collar  galls  and  bruises, 
removed  the  cause  of  such  injuries,  and 
allowed  them  to  heal  when  they  had 
arisen.  In  a  few  months  he  doubled  the 
facilities.  His  first  year  had  scarcely  ended 
when  he  had  quadrupled  everything.  So 
rapidly  continued  the  expansion  that, 
when  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  the 
business  required  the  stone  structure, 
known  as  the  “Old  Odd  Fellows  Build¬ 
ing,”  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustra¬ 
tion.  This  picture  demonstrates  better 
than  words  the  progress  of  the  youth  in 
his  endeavors.  Heads  shook,  tongues 
wagged,  the  folks  wondered  how  long  it 
would  last,  or  “what  next?”  The  quick 
success,  though  it  may  have  arrived  sooner 
than  the  youth  expected,  was  not  thrust 
upon  him.  He  had  reached  out  for  it  with 
his  whole  heart  and  mind.  The  “thick¬ 
coming  fancies,”  so  natural  to  so  very 
young  a  man,  seem  to  have  been  sup¬ 
pressed  by  a  steadiness  and  restraint  under 
success,  that  may  have  been  an  inheritance 
from  some  forebears  who,  under  condi¬ 
tions  entirely  different,  exhibited  steadi¬ 
ness  and  self-control. 

By  the  time  he  was  twenty-three  years 
old,  E.  L.  McClain’s  enterprise  required 
a  larger  factory,  which  was  built  around 
the  “Old  Seminary,”  the  structure  shown 
following  page  72,  the  small  picture  cap¬ 
tioned  “1846  to  1884”  representing  the 
seminary  before  being  enlarged  for  busi¬ 
ness  uses.  Another  building  was  acquired 
in  the  same  year  in  Cincinnati  as  a  ware¬ 
house  and  for  supplemental  manufactur¬ 
ing.  When  the  proprietor  was  twenty- 
four  years  old,  the  structure  of  this  “Old 
Seminary”  illustration  was  extensively 
added  to.  The  boy  manufacturer  had  be¬ 
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come  a  business  man,  in  fact,  with  the 
heavy  responsibilities  of  maturity,  almost 
at  a  stride. 

At  thirty  years  of  age  Mr.  McClain 
had  again  doubled  the  size  of  his  plant 
and  increased  its  output  many  times. 
When  he  was  forty-two  years  of  age, 
though  the  business  begun  in  the  ten-by¬ 
twelve-foot  room  required  seven  acres  of 
floor  space  and  the  scores  of  pads  had  be¬ 
come  millions,  yet  the  enterprise  still  re¬ 
mained  the  sole  property  of  its  founder, 
carried  on  under  his  personal  guidance 
and  control.  The  business,  from  the  hum¬ 
ble  three  hundred  dollars  borrowed 
money  in  1881,  was  incorporated  on  July 
1,  1903,  as  The  American  Pad  &  Textile 
Company,  with  a  paid-in  capital  of 
$1,250,000.  It  was  then  that  the  found¬ 
er’s  brother,  the  late  Arthur  Elsworth 
McClain,  and  Charles  M.  Mains  were  ad¬ 
mitted  as  stockholders  and  officers  of  the 
new  corporation.  One  of  the  objects  in  in¬ 
corporating  was  to  relieve  Mr.  McClain 
of  the  details  of  administration,  and  to 
enable  him  to  give  greater  attention  to 
matters  of  general  policy,  as  well  as  to 
his  more  personal  affairs. 

A  plan  of  “rotation  in  office”  on  the 
parts  of  Mr.  E.  L.  McClain,  Mr.  A.  E. 
McClain,  and  Mr.  C.  M.  Mains  was 
adopted.  Each  was  to  serve  in  turn  for 
five  years  as  President  and  General  Man¬ 
ager.  At  the  same  time,  a  plan  for  devel¬ 
oping  a  “junior”  personnel  was  adopted 
in  order  to  provide  younger  men  trained 
for  the  higher  administrative  and  execu¬ 
tive  positions  as  they  should  be  needed. 

Under  this  plan  E.  L.  McClain  served 
as  President  and  General  Manager,  and 
also  as  the  Executive  Committee,  for  a 
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five-year  term.  A.  E.  McClain  served  as 
President  and  General  Manager  for  a 
five-year  term,  but  was  compelled  by  ill 
health  to  retire  before  completing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  five-year  term,  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  with  his  brother. 
Mr.  C.  M.  Mains  was  elected  President 
and  General  Manager  July  i,  1913,  and 
continued  to  serve  till  July  1,  1928,  when 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  an  American  busi¬ 
ness  to  grow  rapidly  to  very  large  pro¬ 
portions,  for  such  enterprises  are  found  in 
every  state.  They  are,  however,  usually 
begun  and  matured  by  a  combination  of 
men  of  experience  and  capital — seldom 
founded  and  made  successes,  practically 
unaided,  by  one  person  and  he  starting  as 
a  youth  of  nineteen  summers,  with  grime, 
grit,  and  a  few  borrowed  dollars  as  his 
associates.  That  suggests  the  remarkable 
thing  about  the  industry  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio.  The  story  of  the  whole  great  de¬ 
velopment  up  to  the  present  day  is  seen 
in  the  events  of  the  first  years  of  the  ad¬ 
venture.  It  seems  that  the  founder  of  the 
undertaking  wrought  out  his  whole  theory 
of  business  when  very  young.  The  first 
years  were  his  finest,  because  they  were 
the  hardest ;  the  most  romantic  as  one  now 
looks  back  upon  them,  and  the  most  un¬ 
usual. 

It  must  be  a  satisfaction  for  one  to  be 
able  to  remember,  as  can  Mr.  McClain, 
that  as  a  tribute  to  his  parents  in  the  early 
days  of  his  success,  one  of  the  first  things 
he  did  was  to  purchase,  some  years  before 
his  father’s  death,  a  commodious  dwelling 
at  Greenfield,  so  that  his  parents  and  his 
sister,  Nellie  Marie  McClain,  might  live 


more  comfortably  away  and  apart  from 
business,  and  also  to  pay  off,  at  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  death,  a  mortgage  on  the  property 
in  which  his  father’s  harness  business  was 
carried  on.  “I  look  back  upon  those  acts 
with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction.  I  always 
loved  and  revered  my  parents,  and  to  do 
anything  for  them  was  more  than  to  do 
something  for  myself.” 

Mr.  McClain’s  projects  have  always 
been  of  his  own  conception,  and  have  been 
directed  largely  by  himself,  though  in 
later  years  much  reliance  necessarily  has 
been  placed  in  others,  without  whose  as¬ 
sistance  he  would  scarcely  have  found 
time  in  which  to  plan  the  new  adventures, 
both  industrial  and  philanthropic,  that 
one  after  another  have  followed  with  the 
years.  Industrially  came  in  1911  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  new  plant  at  Chatham,  Ontario, 
Canada,  for  the  manufacture  of  pads  for 
horses  and  mules  for  the  Canadian  mar¬ 
ket.  This  branch  has  been  very  successful, 
a  large  addition  to  the  plant  having  been 
made  in  1928.  Meanwhile  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  home  plant  at  Greenfield 
continued.  In  1914  a  branch  was  also  built 
at  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

In  1928,  to  offset  the  somewhat  dimin¬ 
ishing  call  for  pads  for  work  animals,  the 
result  of  the  growth  of  the  automobile 
industry,  the  manufacture  of  cushions  for 
automobiles  was  begun.  This  is  growing 
rapidly  and  bids  fair  to  develop  to  large 
proportions.  Several  of  the  leading  manu¬ 
facturers  of  automobiles  are  already  buy¬ 
ing  regularly  and  in  constantly  increasing 
quantities.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  still 
persists. 

In  1890  Mr.  McClain  established  the 
Sun  Novelty  Works,  at  Greenfield,  for 
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the  manufacture  of  woodenware  special¬ 
ties.  Later,  this  business  was  incorporated 
as  The  Sun  Manufacturing  Company.  It 
grew  to  rather  large  and  successful  pro¬ 
portions,  but  in  1903  it  was  sold  to  capi¬ 
talists  who  removed  it  to  Columbus,  Ohio. 

In  1905,  Mr.  McClain  purchased  land 
at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  erected  a 
factory.  The  product  was  show  cases  and 
interior  finish  for  business  rooms.  This 
enterprise  was  widely  known  under  its 
corporate  title  of  The  Crescent  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  and  was  very  success¬ 
fully  conducted.  The  plant  was  sold  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War,  to  be  used  for  other 
purposes. 

In  1910,  Mr.  McClain  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  corporation  for  exploiting  a 
patented  machine  for  cutting  and  mixing 
sand,  in  foundries.  He  was  the  largest 
stockholder,  its  President,  and  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  j  it  was  known  as  The 
Sand  Mixing  Machine  Company.  The 
factory  was  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the 
offices  in  New  York  City  and  in  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio.  This  project,  assisted  by  Mr. 
McClain,  developed  into  a  large  and 
prosperous  business.  At  a  successful  pe¬ 
riod  he  disposed  of  his  interest,  after  ten 
years  of  participation  in  its  affairs. 

Another  enterprise  into  which  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clain  entered,  as  the  chief  owner,  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  Executive  Committee,  was  the 
National  Lumber  &  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Detroit,  which  business  was  also 
disposed  of  during  the  World  War.  Mr. 
McClain  was  responsible  for  the  organi¬ 
zation  known  as  The  Wellston  Rich  Run 
Coal  Company,  of  which  he  became  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Executive  Officer.  The  mines 
were  located  near  Wellston,  Jackson 


6l 

County,  Ohio.  Years  later  this,  too,  was 
disposed  of. 

It  will  be  noted  that  at  no  time  have 
the  enterprises  engaged  in  by  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clain  been  what  are  termed  “speculative.” 
The  fair  profits  of  legitimate  manufac¬ 
turing — the  results  of  intelligence,  sagac¬ 
ity,  and  the  skilful  use  of  capital  in  min¬ 
istering  to  the  necessities  of  the  times — 
these  are  all  he  has  desired.  His  attitude 
toward  the  world  has  been  that  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman  the  rewards  of  whose  natural  abil¬ 
ity  and  incessant  labor  are  large,  and  who 
well  may  say  with  Peter  Cooper:  “While 
I  have  always  recognized  that  the  object 
of  business  is  to  make  money  in  an  honor¬ 
able  manner,  I  have  endeavored  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  object  of  life  is  to  do 
good.”  To  make  money  and  do  good  in 
the  process  of  making  it,  is  a  performance 
to  be  noted  when  an  example  of  it  occurs. 

In  1903,  because  The  American  Pad 
and  Textile  Company  was  consuming 
more  and  more  cotton  drillings,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clain  conceived  the  idea  of  building  a 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fab¬ 
rics.  The  aim  was  to  manufacture  these 
fabrics  with  the  aid  of  a  prosperous,  well- 
housed,  and  well-cared-for  community  of 
willing  operatives.  Mr.  McClain  began 
his  plan  on  about  six  hundred  acres  of 
cleared  land  in  the  open  country  about  a 
mile  from  the  town  of  Cartersville, 
Georgia.  He  was  the  owner  for  the  first 
six  years.  In  19 10,  the  business  was  in¬ 
corporated  as  The  American  Textile 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  one  million 
dollars,  Mr.  McClain  being  President  and 
Executive  Committee,  his  son,  Donald 
Schofield  McClain,  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer.  Mr.  John  A.  Miller,  who  had  been 
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a  member  of  the  personnel  of  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Pad  and  Textile  Company,  of  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio,  severed  his  connection  with 
this  corporation  in  order  to  accept  a  mana¬ 
gerial  position  in  the  office  of  the  new 
enterprise.  He  served  in  this  capacity 
faithfully  till  the  company  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  as  The  American  Textile  Company 
in  1910,  when  he  became  a  stockholder, 
a  director,  and  an  officer.  He  finally  was 
elected  President.  This  business  was  in¬ 
corporated,  as  was  true  in  other  instances, 
to  carry  out  a  policy  of  providing  ways 
and  means  for  certain  faithful  and  capa¬ 
ble  employees  to  become  stockholders,  di¬ 
rectors,  and  officers.  The  plant  was 
doubled  in  1928,  again  showing  activity 
of  the  original  spirit  of  enterprise.  It  is 
now  one  of  the  large  cotton  mills  of  the 
South,  and  certainly  none  is  better.  The 
excellence  of  this  entire  manufacturing 
and  social  settlement  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  The  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber 
Company  of  Akron,  Ohio.  On  May  9? 
1929,  this  rubber  company  succeeded  in 
purchasing  outright  the  entire  property 
the  creative  owners  retiring  entirely  from 
all  connection  therewith. 

Some  features  of  the  former  history  of 
this  successful  undertaking  that  may  be 
of  historic  or  general  interest  are  referred 
to  in  an  article  written  for  the  Atlanta 
Journal  (Georgia),  by  former  United 
States  Senator,  Rebecca  Latimer  (Mrs. 
William  Howard)  Felton  of  Georgia, 
who  died  on  January  24?  I930,  Some  ex¬ 
tracts  of  her  long  statement  may  not  be 
without  interest: 

In  the  year  19035  Mr.  Edward  Lee  Mc¬ 
Clain,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio,  came  to  Carters- 


ville,  Georgia,  in  search  of  “the  most  perfect 
cotton  mill  location  in  the  world.”  He  had 
advertised  in  one  of  the  Atlanta  daily  news¬ 
papers  for  a  tract  of  land  for  a  contemplated 
cotton  mill,  and  had  stated  in  the  advertise¬ 
ment  some  of  the  advantages  he  should  like 
such  a  site  to  possess.  His  advertisement  was 
answered,  among  others,  by  a  citizen  of  Car- 
tersville,  who  stated  that  exactly  the  place 
wanted  “would  not  be  found  short  of 
Heaven,”  but  nevertheless  there  was  a  site  near 
Cartersville  which  would  approximately  fill  the 

bill. 

Mr.  McClain  inspected  this  location,  and 
afterward  visited  many  parts  of  the  South.  He 
then  returned  to  Cartersville  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  near-by,  that  was  being  used  as 
a  fancy  stock  farm.  Having  a  vision  of  the 
future,  he  bought  several  adjoining  farms,  so 
that,  ultimately,  his  land  holdings  amounted  to 
over  600  acres.  The  progress  of  the  business 
indicates  that  good  judgment  was  exercised. 
Primarily,  the  mill  was  to  be  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  drillings  for  The  American 
Pad  &  Textile  Company,  located  at  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio,  a  business  which  Mr.  McClain 
had  founded  in  1 88 1,  and  in  which  substan¬ 
tially  all  of  the  horse  collar-pads  used  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  some  other 
parts  of  the  world,  were  manufactured. 

The  erection  of  the  mill  started  promptly 
after  the  purchase  of  the  land,  and  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1905,  the  new  mill  was  in  operation. 
Soon  thereafter  the  little  village  which  had 
been  created  for  the  purposes  of  this  enter¬ 
prise  was  named  Atco  (combining  the  initial 
letters  in  the  name  of  the  company),  and  it 
has  been  a  flourishing  village  ever  since.  This 
part  of  Georgia,  being  of  high  and  rolling  sur¬ 
face,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountains,  has  been  noted  for  its  healthful¬ 
ness  from  time  immemorial,  which  was  one 
of  the  prime  reasons  why  this  location  was 
selected.  Consequently,  there  has  never  been 
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any  embarrassment  to  this  enterprise,  as  so 
often  proves  to  be  the  case,  in  the  way  of  epi¬ 
demics.  The  employees  have  had  good  health 
and  have  been  correspondingly  industrious  and 
happy. 

The  policy  of  the  business  embraced  a  fixed 
plan,  to  encourage  neatness,  good  order,  and 
general  interest  in  the  company’s  welfare.  In 
return,  the  business  provided  ample  comforts 
for  its  operatives. 

The  original  layout  contemplated  that,  in 
due  time,  an  additional  mill  should  be  built. 
This  had  been  deferred,  for  one  reason  and 
another,  but  in  1927,  the  long  intended  move 
was  made,  resulting  in  substantially  doubling 
the  original  plant,  this  also  calling  for  a  mate¬ 
rial  increase  in  the  size  of  the  village,  in  which 
there  are  no  cheap  houses,  each  home  being  a 
unit  unto  itself  in  the  architectural  features 
as  well  as  being  properly  isolated  from  every 
other  cottage. 

Atco  is  unique,  in  that  it  was  the  first  cotton 
mill  village  in  the  South  where  the  cottages 
were  designed  with  unusual  regard  for  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  employees.  The 
streets,  also,  were  given  attention,  and  today 
they  stand  as  an  example  of  modern,  hard¬ 
surfaced  thoroughfares.  The  sidewalks  are  of 
cement.  The  cottages  are  provided  with  sani¬ 
tary  conveniences,  and  the  sewers  lead  to  a 
septic  disposal  tank,  modern  in  all  respects. 
There  are  ample  storm  sewers,  thus  taking 
care  of  the  surplus  water  which,  on  occasions, 
would  otherwise  be  very  troublesome,  for  it 
does  rain,  and  at  times  it  pours,  in  Northern 
Georgia. 

Other  features  of  this  unusual  village  are  a 
regular  church  building  where  Divine  service 
only  is  held,  and  a  large  and  beautiful  brick 
building  in  which  the  public  school  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  is  conducted,  and  in  which  there  are 
rooms  for  lodge  meetings,  and  a  hall  for  mov¬ 
ing  pictures  and  local  entertainments.  The 
spacious  school  rooms  amply  accommodate  all 
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the  children  within  school  age.  A  kindergarten 
is  maintained,  where  the  younger  children  are 
under  the  watchful  care  of  a  teacher,  thus 
permitting  the  mother,  should  she  care  to  do 
so,  to  find  employment  in  the  mill.  Incidental, 
but  important  features  are  a  swimming  pool, 
playgrounds,  and  a  park  centrally  located.  All 
of  these  things  have  been  done  and  are  main¬ 
tained  by  the  company,  free  of  cost  to  the 
citizens  of  the  village.  The  school  has  achieved 
material  recognition  in  Bartow  County,  and 
has  been  awarded  first  prizes,  on  occasions,  for 
the  excellence  of  some  of  its  activities. 

The  company  made  provisions  for  an  am¬ 
ple  commissary,  which  has  always  been  ca¬ 
pably  conducted,  but  this  is  not  done  at  any 
disadvantage  to  the  employees,  for  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Cartersville,  which  is  located  about 
a  mile  away,  have  free  access  to  the  grounds 
at  all  times. 

The  company  also  maintains  a  large  steam 
laundry,  the  superiority  of  which  has  been  rec¬ 
ognized  beyond  the  limits  of  Atco,  so  that  the 
patronage  has  become  much  extended,  which 
the  company  has  allowed,  more  as  a  matter  of 
accommodation.  There  is  an  ice  plant  in  opera¬ 
tion,  where  those  who  live  in  the  village  are 
privileged  to  buy  ice  at  substantially  the  cost 
of  production. 

Another  unusual  part  of  this  whole  scheme 
is  a  series  of  rooms,  used  by  the  employees  for 
the  storage  of  their  automobiles,  the  charge 
for  which  is  very  nominal.  Each  owner  of  an 
automobile  has  practically  his  own  private 
garage.  And  those  who  wish  to  have  cows,  and 
many  of  them  do,  have  the  advantage  of  a 
generous  provision  in  the  way  of  stalls,  and  the 
small  charge  made  for  this  includes  the  free 
use  of  the  pastures. 

The  garbage  is  gathered  each  day  by  the 
town  scavenger,  from  garbage  cans  which  are 
conveniently  located  near  the  cottages.  Each 
house  has  a  free  supply  of  most  excellent  water, 
and  electricity  for  lighting  purposes. 
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Everything  moves  along  like  clock-work  in 
this  splendid  little  village  of  Atco,  now  con¬ 
taining  something  like  1,000  inhabitants,  with¬ 
out  noise  or  confusion.  Here  is  provided  rec¬ 
reation  for  the  employees,  along  with  the  con¬ 
veniences  of  a  large  city,  for  their  every  day 
use  and  enjoyment.  The  mills  are  models  of 
cleanliness  for  the  day’s  work.  The  homes  are 
conducive  to  rest  and  comfort,  and  they  pro¬ 
vide  for  privacy.  There  can  be  no  crowding 
or  disputes  over  space  thus  allotted.  Beautiful 
hedges  and  landscaping  are  carefully  looked 
after  by  the  caretakers,  and  the  whole  town  of 
Atco  is  a  picture  of  rare  outside  loveliness,  for 
the  tourist  and  the  passer  by  on  the  highway; 
or  the  visiting  friends  of  the  operatives  on 
Sundays  or  holidays.  It’s  a  good  place  to  live, 
work,  sleep,  rest,  attend  school,  go  to  church, 
and  do  the  things  which  are  possible  in  larger, 
though  no  more  up-to-date,  communities. 

This  writer  has  been  familiar  with  this  part 
of  the  South,  and,  more  generally  speaking, 
the  whole  of  the  South,  for  nearly  seventy- 
five  years,  from  the  time  when  it  was  only 
plain,  common  farm  land,  up  to  the  present 
date,  and  some  years  ago  visited  a  number  of 
cotton  mills  to  be  able  to  refute  slanderous 
comments  that  were  published  in  some  of  the 
public  press  concerning  the  women  workers  in 
cotton  mills.  It  was  a  genuine  pleasure  to  stand 
forth  as  their  friend  and  defender,  as  it  is  to 
say  now  that  Aladdin’s  lamp  never  exhibited 
a  greater  feat  in  human  dreams  than  has  been 
bestowed  on  this  section  of  Cherokee,  Georgia, 
with  the  real  things  that  multitudes  work  for, 
strive  for,  and  suffer  for,  in  towns  and  rural 
places  and  fail  to  obtain  during  mortal  life. 

The  children  who  are  given  nice  surround¬ 
ings  in  good  homes  are  the  one  hope  of  our 
Nation  in  this  day  of  bootlegging,  banditry, 
and  criminal  proclivities  among  the  idle 
masses  and  evil-disposed  youths  of  both  sexes. 
The  home  life  can  and  may  be  preserved 


where  the  working  classes  can  be  properly  shel¬ 
tered,  properly  fed,  and  decently  clothed. 

If  making  grow  several  blades  of  grass 
where  none  grew  before  is  a  form  of  reli¬ 
gion,  then  religion  has  been  a  thing  for 
everyday  use  with  Mr.  McClain  in  the 
steady  performance  of  the  duties  of  life. 
In  his  view  the  Christian  banner  covers 
many  denominations,  but  it  has  been 
chiefly  to  the  needs  of  the  church  of  his 
fathers  that  his  mind  has  turned.  As  a 
descendant  of  five  successive  generations 
of  Methodists  (dating  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  in  America  of  the  Methodist 
church),  as  a  direct  descendant  of  two 
Methodist  preachers  in  Ohio,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  since 
his  eighth  year,  Mr.  McClain,  eighty-two 
years  after  his  great-uncle,  the  Rev.  An¬ 
drew  S.  McClain,  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Greenfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
perceived  a  great  need  of  that  society  and 
a  possibility  of  advancing  the  social  and 
religious  interests  of  the  young  people  of 
the  community.  So  it  was  his  pleasure  in 
1902  to  propose  the  building  of  a  new 
and  beautiful  church,  the  cost  of  which  he 
would  very  largely  assume  to  pay.  For 
twenty  years  the  Society  had  occupied  a 
brick  structure,  built  in  1881-82  under 
the  direction  of  the  committee,  of  which 
Edward  Lee  McClain’s  father,  William 
P.  McClain,  was  an  active  member.  The 
assumption  of  so  large  a  part  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  and  other  responsibilities  seems  to 
have  led  to  his  proposal  to  provide,  in 
addition  to  the  church  proper,  accommo¬ 
dation  for  some  social  and  institutional 
work  for  which  no  adequate  provision 
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existed  at  Greenfield  either  within  or 
without  a  church. 

With  the  approval  of  the  pastor,  F.  G. 
Mitchell,  D.D.,  Mr.  McClain  made  the 
first  move  for  a  new  church  by  issuing  a 
letter  to  the  general  membership.  It  was 
not  a  memorial  church  to  any  person  or 
family  that  he  conceived,  but  a  church 
with  no  name  save  its  historic  name,  under 
the  full  ownership  and  control  of  the  so¬ 
ciety  as  a  whole,  and  solely  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  higher  Methodist  digni¬ 
taries  and  their  appointees.  The  Society 
of  Methodists  of  Greenfield  singularly 
had  suffered  the  loss  of  several  of  its 
church  buildings  by  destructive  forces  of 
nature,  and  as  this  new  church  of  1 902-4, 
despite  its  being  the  most  beautiful  of  all, 
did  not  long  escape  a  like  fate,  it  is  ap¬ 
propriate  to  present  a  picture  of  it. 

When  this  fine  building  was  dedicated, 
reference  was  made  to  the  “strange  and 
inexplicable  fatality”  of  the  loss  of  for¬ 
mer  churches  by  this  Society  as  losses 
“that  would  have  discouraged  a  less  per¬ 
sistent  people.”  Into  the  designing  and 
building  of  this  church,  as  a  trustee  and 
member  of  the  building  committee,  Mr. 
McClain  entered  with  his  characteristic 
intensity  and  thoroughness.  Some  of  the 
features  of  the  building  adopted  by  that 
building  committee  twenty  years  ago  have 
been  since  adopted  in  other  churches. 

The  corner  stone  was  laid  November 
11,  1902,  by  Presiding  Bishop  John  M. 
Walden,  D.D.  When  the  new  house  of 
worship  was  dedicated,  June  24  to  July  1, 
1904,  by  Bishop  J.  W.  Bashford,  D.D., 
Ph.D.,  Bishop  D.  H.  Moore,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  and  Presiding  Elder  V.  F.  Brown, 
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D.D.,  assisted  by  Rev.  W.  P.  Thirkield, 
D.D.,  Rev.  H.  C.  Jameson,  D.D.,  Rev. 

C.  W.  Blodgett,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Porter, 

D. D.,  Rev.  F.  G.  Mitchell,  D.D.,  Rev. 
Mr.  Bennett,  D.D.,  Rev.  S.  D.  Crothers, 
D.D.,  Rev.  E.  Burdsall,  Rev.  M.  Le- 
Sourd,  Rev.  Charles  Briggs,  Rev.  C.  F. 
Bond,  and  the  local  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Wehrly,  D.D.,  the  event  marked 
one  hundred  years  of  Methodism  in 
Greenfield  as  represented  by  this  particu¬ 
lar  church.  At  the  time  of  the  dedication, 
a  description  of  the  new  edifice  with  men¬ 
tion  of  some  of  its  novel  features  or  inno¬ 
vations,  for  which  Mr.  McClain  was  re¬ 
sponsible,  was  published  in  the  Greenfeld 
Republican  (June  30,  1904),  and  in  the 
Souvenir  Programme  issued  by  the  So¬ 
ciety.  Brief  extracts  from  these  reliable 
sources  may  be  of  present  and  future  in¬ 
terest,  as  the  church  was  soon  destroyed 
by  another  visitation  of  the  aforesaid 
“strange  and  inexplicable  fatality.” 

Bishop  Bashford  spoke  in  highest  terms  of 
the  beauty  of  the  building  and  said  that  of  the 
three  or  four  hundred  churches  which  he  had 
dedicated  he  considered  this  the  most  substan¬ 
tial  and  complete  .  .  . 

The  new  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
constructed  of  stone  with  a  tile  roof  and  has 
been  pronounced  one  of  the  handsomest 
buildings  in  the  state.  .  .  . 

The  exterior  is  rivalled  by  the  beauty  of  the 
interior.  The  arrangement  is  both  artistic  and 
practical.  .  .  . 

By  the  easy  movement  of  partitions,  the  en¬ 
tire  building  may  be  converted  into  one  vast 
audience  room,  within  which  2200  persons 
may  be  comfortably  seated.  The  seating  of 
the  auditorium  is  amphitheatrical  in  form,  on 
a  bowled  floor,  rising  gently  from  near  the 
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pulpit.  A  fine  effect  is  produced  by  the  light 
passing  through  the  octagonal  base  of  the 
dome.  .  .  . 

The  Sunday  School  department,  by  includ¬ 
ing  the  Epworth  League  room,  the  primary 
department,  the  Bible  class  room,  the  seven 
rooms  under  the  gallery,  the  two  rooms  above 
the  Epworth  League,  and  the  primary  rooms, 
can  accommodate  more  than  IOOO  pupils.  .  .  . 

In  the  basement,  provided  with  a  well 
equipped  kitchen  and  dining  room  to  seat  and 
serve  a  large  party  of  people,  are  the  unusual 
features,  the  institutional  arrangements:  Two 
reading  rooms — one  for  men  and  one  for 
women,  two  fully  equipped  bathing  depart¬ 
ments,  each  containing  Russian,  Turkish, 
shower,  and  tub  baths,  lavatories,  a  swimming 
pool,  lockers,  dressing  rooms,  a  splendidly 
equipped  gymnasium,  with  an  equipment  cost¬ 
ing  $6000.  This  is  the  only  church  in  the 
state  having  these  features. 

This  church,  so  far  as  known,  is  the  only 
one  of  an  institutional  character,  built  from 
the  foundation  up  with  this  object  in  view,  in 
Ohio  Methodism.  It  has  been  widely  visited 
by  individuals  and  church  committees  from  all 
over  the  country,  and  has  been  pronounced  by 
all  to  be  one  of  the  best-planned  and  most 
thoroughly-equipped  churches  anywhere  in  the 
Middle  West. 

The  organ,  which  occupies  the  entire  front 
of  the  church,  was  furnished  by  the  Ladies  Aid 
Society  [Mrs.  E.  L.  McClain,  President]  and 
cost  $5000. 

The  glass  throughout  is  from  the  Tiffany 
Studios,  which  is  a  guarantee  of  its  excellence. 
The  entire  cost  of  the  glass  is  about  $9000. 

“Easter  Morn”  is  the  subject  of  the  large 
art  window  in  the  south  side  of  the  building. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  auditorium  is  the 
McClain  Memorial.  The  subject  of  this  is  the 
“Annunciation  of  the  Shepherds,”  as  described 
in  the  second  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St. 


Luke,  narrating  the  appearance  of  the  Arch¬ 
angel  Raphael  to  the  shepherds  who  watched 
their  flocks  by  night.  Standing  out  in  bold  re¬ 
lief  against  the  rich  background  of  the  hills 
and  the  night  sky  illuminated  by  the  star 
which  rested  over  Bethlehem,  the  angel  in  a 
halo  of  light,  in  the  position  of  one  having 
authority,  speaks  to  the  shepherds  who,  in  half- 
kneeling  posture,  listen  with  awe  and  amaze¬ 
ment  to  the  tidings  of  joy  he  brings  them. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  G.  Mitchell, 
D.D.,  who  so  warmly  entered  into  the 
preliminaries  for  the  building  of  the  new 
church  (he  had  a  change  of  pastorate  be¬ 
fore  the  building  was  completed),  wrote 
this  concerning  Mr.  McClain’s  part  in  the 
undertaking: 

Concerning  the  building  of  the  handsome 
edifice  erected  by  the  Methodists  of  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio,  in  1902-04,  justice  requires  the 
statement  that  such  a  building  as  would  meet 
the  needs  of  the  congregation  would  have  been 
impossible  without  the  unprompted  liberality 
of  Mr.  Edward  L.  McClain  .  .  . 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  the  town 
had  brought  great  numbers  of  young  people 
there.  No  one  saw  more  clearly  than  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clain  the  need  of  institutional  features  in  the 
new  enterprise.  For  two  years  he  attended 
every  meeting  of  the  building  committee,  and 
insisted  upon  making  ample  provision  for  this 
work.  .  .  .  All  funds  were  provided  in  ad¬ 
vance,  so  that  no  offerings  were  asked  on  that 
occasion  [the  dedication]. 

Unhappily  another  fire  soon  swept  the 
fine  structure  away.  These  few  words  of 
its  history  alone  remain  to  tell  something 
of  what  no  longer  exists  in  its  beauty.  A 
new  and  excellent  church  was  soon  built, 
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largely  with  the  money  received  as  insur¬ 
ance  from  the  older  structure.  From  this 
new  church  the  institutional  features  were 
omitted  because,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Building  Committee,  they  had  not  real¬ 
ized  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  those 
responsible  for  them.  Mr.  McClain,  in 
addition  to  other  gifts,  provided  a  beauti¬ 
ful  window  in  honor  of  the  young  men  of 
the  congregation  who  served  in  the  World 
War. 

In  his  desire  to  do  something  more  for 
his  native  town,  Mr.  McClain  considered 
several  philanthropic  undertakings,  among 
them  a  Y.M.C.A. — Y.W.C.A.  building,  a 
library,  a  hospital,  a  park,  a  museum.  Fi¬ 
nally  he  decided  to  erect  a  high  school. 
Frank  R.  Harris,  M.A.  (Harvard),  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Schools  in  Greenfield,  has 
written  the  following  account  of  the 
schools: 

“I  dipt  into  the  future  far  as  mortal 
eye  could  see, 

Saw  a  vision  of  the  world  and  the 
wonder  that  would  be.” 

— Tennyson 

A  noted  educator,  commissioned  by  one  of 
the  leading  magazines  to  write  a  series  of  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  schools  of  America,  sought  out  the 
little  city  of  Greenfield  in  Southern  Ohio, 
where,  he  had  been  informed,  he  would  find 
the  “Blue  Bird”  school.  He  began  his  investi¬ 
gations  in  a  neighboring  city. 

“And  what  is  there  in  Greenfield?”  he 
asked  of  a  young  man  with  whom  he  entered 
into  conversation. 

“Well,  principally,”  the  young  man  re¬ 
plied  after  a  moment’s  reflection,  “there’s  the 
school.” 

And  that,  most  likely,  is  the  answer  you 
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would  receive  if  you  were  to  ask  the  same 
question  of  any  casual  acquaintance  from 
coast  to  coast — always  provided,  of  course, 
that  your  acquaintance  had  ever  heard  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio. 

Some  towns  point  with  pride  to  their  mag¬ 
nificent  public  buildings.  Others  take  equal 
pride  in  showing  the  stranger  within  their 
gates  their  great  manufacturing  plants,  their 
stock  yards,  and  their  marts  of  trade.  Some 
even  specialize  in  climate  or  scenery  or  beau¬ 
tiful  parks.  But  in  Greenfield — “there’s  the 
school.” 

Greenfield  is  a  typical  small  city  of  the 
Middle  West.  It  does  not  differ  materially 
from  a  hundred  other  towns  and  small  cities 
that  dot  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  except,  per¬ 
haps,  in  the  beauty  of  its  situation  among  the 
green-carpeted  hills  that  skirt  the  banks  of  his¬ 
toric  Paint  Creek.  But  in  the  matter  of 
schools,  Greenfield  yields  precedence  to  none. 

The  Greenfield  of  today  affords  a  remark¬ 
able  contrast  to  the  Greenfield  of  but  little 
more  than  a  decade  ago.  At  that  time  the  town 
possessed  a  school  plant  of  the  type  of  the  early 
8o’s — two  unimpressive  buildings,  poorly 
planned  and  ill-adapted  to  the  needs  of  a  mod¬ 
ern  community,  with  few  provisions  for  the 
health,  comfort,  and  convenience  of  pupils 
and  teachers.  The  rural  districts  adjoining 
Greenfield  were  even  worse  off.  The  little  old 
red  schoolhouse,  enshrined  in  song  and  story 
if  not  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  attended  it, 
still  dispensed  the  three  R’s. 

Today  because,  primarily,  of  the  generosity 
of  one  of  her  citizens,  Mr.  Edward  Lee  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Greenfield  presents  the  spectacle  of  a 
city  that  has  risen  above  its  material  limita¬ 
tions.  Through  his  aid,  it  has  discarded  its  old 
building  and  has  a  new  plant,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  Elementary  School ,  planned  and 
built  by  him,  modern  in  every  detail.  It  has 
effected  an  organization  ideally  adapted  to  its 
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community  and  in  accord  with  the  best  edu¬ 
cational  thought  of  the  day.  Eighteen  adjacent 
rural  districts,  embracing  considerably  more 
than  one  hundred  square  miles  of  territory, 
have  seen  fit  to  unite  their  destinies  with  those 
of  Greenfield,  and  the  whole  constitutes  today 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  unique  school 
systems  in  America. 

To  this  central  plant  the  pupils  of  the  rural 
districts  are  brought  in  motor  transports.  The 
ideal  basis  for  rural  school  organization,  so 
educational  theorists  assure  us,  is  the  trade  cen¬ 
ter  with  its  adjacent  land  basis.  This  area, 
bound  together  by  trade  relations,  constitutes 
an  ideal  area  as  to  population,  cohesion,  com¬ 
munity  of  interests,  intellectual  and  business 
contacts,  upon  which  to  build  a  school  system. 
The  Greenfield  schools  embody  an  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  principle  which  has  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  long  enough  to  demonstrate  its  practica¬ 
bility. 

Situated  upon  the  main  thoroughfare  of  the 
city,  upon  a  spacious  campus,  is  a  remarkable 
group  of  three  buildings,  each  possessing  a 
distinct  individuality,  yet  all  embodying  cer¬ 
tain  fundamental  similarities,  the  whole  form¬ 
ing  an  ensemble,  altogether  varied,  unified,  and 
refreshing. 

In  the  rear  is  the  splendid  athletic  field 
whose  smooth,  green  surface,  enhanced  by  the 
art  of  the  landscape  architect,  is  a  source  of 
perpetual  wonder  and  delight  to  the  beholder. 
Any  evening  when  school  has  been  dismissed 
and  Young  America  has  donned  his  moleskins 
or  his  running  trunks,  the  field  presents  a 
scene  of  animation  and  activity.  Here,  if  we 
are  to  believe  the  dictum  of  Wellington,  the 
battles  of  the  future  are  being  fought  and  won. 

The  noble  colonnades  which  connect  the 
buildings,  suggestive  of  the  “beauty  that  was 
Greece”;  the  vistas  of  ivy-covered  walls 
banked  with  green  shrubbery  and  flowering 
plants;  the  sun  dial  which  “marks  only  the 


sunny  hours”;  the  graceful  fountain,  glimpsed 
through  a  riot  of  old-fashioned  flowers — all 
contribute  to  a  sense  of  harmony  and  beauty 
and  unity,  rarely  attained  in  our  public 
buildings. 

Within  the  buildings  the  same  impression  of 
beauty  and  harmony  persists.  Simplicity  is  the 
keynote.  “Everywhere,”  to  quote  the  words  of 
a  distinguished  visitor,  “the  silent  tuition  of 
beauty  has  been  secured.”  The  corridors  have 
been  adorned  with  copies  of  the  great  master¬ 
pieces  of  sculpture  and  painting.  The  rooms 
are  all  similarly  decorated,  the  pictures  relating 
to  the  activities  carried  on  in  the  rooms.  The 
pictures  have  been  chosen  not  only  for  their 
decorative  possibilities,  but  also  because  they 
may  be  correlated  with  the  activities  of  the 
school.  Beauty  and  utility  go  hand  in  hand. 

Three  mural  paintings  of  heroic  size  con¬ 
stitute  the  crowning  glory  of  this  remarkable 
collection  of  art.  At  the  head  of  the  main 
stairway  is  the  Apotheosis  of  Youth,  which,  in 
a  symbolical  way,  pictures  the  embarkation  of 
Youth  upon  the  Ship  of  Life,  with  his  vision 
of  the  future  dimly  outlined  in  the  clouds.  In 
the  library  are  two  panels,  each  forty-five  feet 
in  length,  among  the  largest  paintings  in  oils 
in  the  United  States.  One  of  these,  The  Pag¬ 
eant  of  Prosperity,  depicts,  in  rich  gold,  brown, 
and  crimson,  a  joyful  harvest  festival  in  full 
swing;  another,  The  Melting  Pot,  shows,  on 
one  side,  a  group  of  newly-arrived  immigrants 
laying  their  gifts  at  the  feet  of  America  who 
presides  over  the  melting  pot  and,  on  the  other 
side,  the  same  group  transformed  into  useful 
American  citizens. 

While  the  connoisseur  of  art  is  immedi¬ 
ately  struck  by  the  beauty  of  the  buildings  and 
their  setting,  the  practical  school  man,  while 
not  insensible  to  “the  silent  tuition  of  beauty,” 
is  equally  impressed  by  the  essential  utility  of 
it  all.  While  the  institutional  effect  which  mars 
so  many  of  our  public  buildings  has  been  care- 
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fully  avoided,  the  plant  is  above  all  else 
“usable.”  Every  comfort  and  convenience  and 
accessory  for  teaching  “the  young  idea  how  to 
shoot”  is  provided  in  this  remarkable  plant. 

The  equipment,  planned  with  the  building 
so  that  it  fits,  is  the  type  that  encourages  flexi¬ 
bility  of  use  and  freedom  of  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  students.  Tables,  chairs,  work 
benches,  and  laboratory  apparatus  are  espe¬ 
cially  designed  for  their  specific  uses.  Har¬ 
mony  in  material,  workmanship,  and  design 
may  be  noted  as  a  distinct  asset  to  the  interior 
plan  and  decoration. 

The  Greenfield  school  organization  is  com¬ 
prehensive,  to  say  the  least.  It  includes  a  kinder¬ 
garten;  an  elementary  school  organized  on  the 
platoon  or  work-study-play  plan;  a  junior  high 
school  thoroughly  departmentalized;  a  cosmo¬ 
politan  senior  high  school,  affording  a  wide 
range  of  choice  in  the  courses  offered;  and  a 
normal  school,  providing  training  for  ele¬ 
mentary  teachers. 

Provision  is  made  for  every  phase  in  the 
education  of  the  child.  Pupils  are  classified  ac¬ 
cording  to  ability,  each  section  advancing 
according  to  its  normal  rate.  A  psycho-educa¬ 
tional  clinic  is  held  each  year  where  educa¬ 
tional  mis-fits  are  carefully  examined  and  their 
needs  diagnosed.  Opportunity  classes  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  handicapped  children.  A  progressive 
and  graded  course  in  religious  education  is 
given  in  the  elementary  and  junior  high  schools 
in  cooperation  with  the  local  churches.  Daily 
auditorium  work  affords  a  great  socializing 
influence.  A  student  council  in  the  high  school 
enables  the  pupils  to  participate  in  school  gov¬ 
ernment.  More  than  thirty  clubs  permit  the 
student  to  become  identified  with  these  things 
in  which  he  is  particularly  interested.  Intra¬ 
mural  activities  have  been  made  curricular  and 
assigned  to  a  definite  place  in  the  school 
schedule.  A  school  band  of  one  hundred  pieces, 
with  class  room  instruction  in  the  various  in¬ 
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struments,  has  been  organized.  The  school 
paper,  edited  and  published  by  the  class  in 
journalism,  has  thrice  won  the  distinction  of 
being  Ohio’s  best  high  school  newspaper  in  its 
class  and  has  a  growing  collection  of  silver 
cups  which  it  has  won  in  open  competition. 
The  health  program  includes  dental  and  physi¬ 
cal  examinations,  milk  ration  for  the  under¬ 
weight  children,  first  aid  instruction,  classes  in 
home  nursing,  a  summer  round-up  of  pre¬ 
school  children,  a  Blue  Ribbon  project  for  the 
purpose  of  training  children  in  correct  health 
habits,  a  Little  Mothers  League,  health  plays, 
and  many  other  activities.  An  extensive  pro¬ 
gram  of  community  welfare  work  is  carried 
on  through  the  medium  of  the  school. 

The  casual  visitor  is  especially  impressed  by 
the  provisions  for  physical  education  and  vo¬ 
cational  training.  Every  child  in  the  entire 
school  has  one  period  of  physical  education 
each  day  under  competent  instructors.  The  fa¬ 
cilities  afforded  are  unequaled — two  large 
gymnasiums,  two  tarvia-paved  playgrounds, 
an  eight-acre  athletic  field,  the  largest  swim¬ 
ming  pool  ever  installed  in  a  public  school 
building,  two  tile-paved  open-air  gymnasiums 
and  a  play  room  for  the  little  tots.  The  high 
school  participates  in  all  forms  of  interscho¬ 
lastic  sport,  but  the  emphasis  of  the  department 
of  physical  education  is  placed  on  intra-mural 
athletics.  Every  boy  and  girl  is  accorded  the 
privilege  of  participation  in  some  form  of 
competitive  athletics.  A  large  and  perfectly 
equipped  home  hygiene  room,  over  which  the 
school  nurse  presides,  administers  the  health 
program  in  conjunction  with  the  department 
of  physical  education. 

The  provisions  for  vocational  training  in¬ 
clude  a  demonstration  room,  laboratory,  plant 
and  storage  room  for  agriculture;  a  commer¬ 
cial  unit,  consisting  of  a  bookkeeping  room, 
typewriting  room,  office  and  bank;  a  shop  for 
metal  work,  auto-mechanics,  forging  and 
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foundry  work;  a  print  shop;  a  woodworking 
unit,  consisting  of  wood  preparation  room, 
work  shop  and  finish  room;  a  home  economics 
unit  providing  a  cooking  laboratory,  sewing 
room,  model  dining  room,  fitting,  and  storage 
rooms;  several  fine  arts  and  industrial  arts 
studios. 

The  academic  department  has  not  been 
neglected.  There  are  fine  laboratories  for 
physics,  chemistry,  biology,  and  general  sci¬ 
ence;  excellent  libraries  for  study  and  re¬ 
search;  recitation  rooms  equipped  with  maps, 
charts,  pictures,  and  all  essential  teaching  ac¬ 
cessories;  auditoriums,  large  and  small,  for 
assemblies,  programs,  concerts,  and  visual  edu¬ 
cation,  provided  with  pipe  organ,  radio,  phono¬ 
graphs,  projectors,  and  motion  picture  ma¬ 
chine;  music,  nature  study,  industrial  arts, 
science,  and  a  full  complement  of  special 
rooms. 

And  how,  asks  the  wondering  stranger  who 
views  this  magnificent  group  of  buildings  for 
the  first  time,  did  Greenfield  secure  such  an 
extraordinary  plant? 

Few  communities  possess  the  wealth  or  the 
taxing  power  to  erect  at  public  expense  a  plant 
of  this  type,  and  Greenfield  is  no  exception  to 
the  general  rule. 

The  Greenfield  school  plant,  as  it  stands  to¬ 
day,  had  its  inception  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Lee  McClain,  a  leading  manufacturer 
of  Greenfield  and  a  philanthropist  widely 
known  for  his  benefactions.  Mr.  McClain 
was  born  and  reared  in  Greenfield  and  at¬ 
tended  its  public  schools.  Through  thrift,  re¬ 
sourcefulness,  and  a  practical  vision  he  ac¬ 
quired  wealth  and  developed  large  industries. 
In  common  with  many  men  of  means,  Mr. 
McClain  was  anxious  to  do  something  for  the 
community  in  which  he  had  spent  his  boyhood 
days  and  which  had  been  so  inseparably  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  own  career.  Unlike  many 
wealthy  and  philanthropic-minded  men,  how¬ 


ever,  Mr.  McClain  in  casting  about  for  some 
lasting  gift  to  his  native  city  thought  of  some¬ 
thing  constantly  living  and  growing.  His  chief 
idea  centered  around  an  institution  for  happi¬ 
ness  and  betterment,  something,  to  use  his  own 
words,  that  promised  “the  most  good,  to  the 
greatest  number,  for  the  longest  time.” 

Mr.  McClain  had  always  been  interested  in 
education  and,  in  an  unostentatious  way,  had 
shown  his  interest  in  the  local  schools  on  many 
occasions.  Perhaps  the  memory  of  his  own 
school  days,  spent  in  unpleasant  and  uncom¬ 
fortable  quarters,  amid  surroundings  sometimes 
unsympathetic  and  uncongenial,  influenced 
him  in  his  final  decision.  Perhaps  the  fact  that 
he  had  acquired  the  old  Academy  building,  in¬ 
separably  associated  in  his  memory  with  his 
own  school  days,  and  had  converted  it  into  the 
factory  which  was  the  basis  of  his  success  and 
some  of  whose  walls  are  still  incorporated  in 
the  mammoth  plant  which  he  had  built  up 
through  long  years  of  endeavor,  had  its  in¬ 
fluence,  too.  In  any  event,  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  Mr.  McClain  had  a  vision  of  a  great  in¬ 
stitution  designed  to  train  the  heart  and  head 
and  hand  of  the  youth  of  the  community  and 
through  them  and  its  civic  activities  to  touch 
the  lives  of  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  McClain  is  essentially  a  man  of  action. 
He  set  to  work  with  characteristic  vigor  to 
give  a  concrete  embodiment  to  his  vision.  His 
first  task  was  to  inform  himself  thoroughly  of 
modern  educational  needs.  He  called  to  his 
assistance  men  who  were  recognized  authori¬ 
ties  upon  various  phases  of  educational  thought 
and  practice  as  well  as  men  who  understood 
the  technical  problems  of  school-house  con¬ 
struction.  An  intelligent  and  far-reaching  pro¬ 
gram  of  educational  development  was  formu¬ 
lated.  Finally,  the  building  was  planned  to 
conform  to  this  educational  program. 

The  EDWARD  LEE  McCLAIN  HIGH 
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SCHOOL,  so  named  by  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  after  the  dedication  of  the  plant,  the  first 
building  of  the  group,  was  built  in  1914.  The 
laying  of  the  corner-stone  and  the  dedication 
of  the  building  were  events  of  great  civic  in¬ 
terest  to  the  people  of  Greenfield  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community.  No  less  a  personage  than 
the  Governor  of  the  great  commonwealth  of 
Ohio,  later  Democratic  nominee  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  United  States,  the  Hon.  James  M. 
Cox,  laid  the  corner-stone  with  appropriate 
ceremonies.  Another  Governor  of  Ohio,  the 
Hon.  Frank  B.  Willis,  delivered  the  principal 
address  at  the  dedication.  The  Commissioner 
of  Education  of  the  United  States,  the  Hon. 
P.  P.  Claxton,  and  the  Director  of  Education 
of  Ohio,  the  Hon.  Frank  W.  Miller,  deemed 
the  occasion  worthy  of  their  presence.  Many 
other  eminent  educators  were  in  attendance. 

The  high  school  grew  and  flourished  from 
the  start,  exerting  a  very  marked  effect  not 
only  upon  the  boys  and  girls  who  came  di¬ 
rectly  within  the  sphere  of  its  benign  influ¬ 
ence,  but  also  upon  the  men  and  women  of  the 
entire  community.  Greenfield  is  a  cleaner,  bet¬ 
ter,  happier  city  than  she  was  a  decade  ago. 
Community  life  has  risen  to  new  and  higher 
levels,  largely  through  the  influence  of  the 
school.  This  is  the  testimony  of  all  her  citizens. 

The  influence  of  Mr.  McClain’s  noble  gift 
has  not  been  confined  to  Greenfield  and  the 
neighboring  community.  It  has  proved  a 
marked  educational  stimulus  throughout  the 
state  and  nation.  It  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  school  men  not  only  in  America  but  in  Eu¬ 
rope  as  well,  and  has  made  Greenfield  a  Mecca 
for  those  interested  in  the  practical  applica¬ 
tion  of  new  ideas  in  education.  Emerson  once 
said  that  the  world  would  make  a  beaten  path 
to  the  door  of  the  man  who  made  a  better 
mouse-trap  than  his  fellowmen,  even  though 
he  built  his  house  in  the  wilderness.  Greenfield 
is  a  practical  exemplification  of  this  principle. 
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The  educational  world  is  fast  making  a  beaten 
path  to  the  door  of  her  better  school  house. 

A  few  years  after  the  erection  of  the  high 
school  building,  Mr.  McClain  provided  a  sec¬ 
ond  building,  The  Vocational  School ,  by  many 
considered  the  most  complete  and  practical 
building  of  its  kind  in  America.  Three  mod¬ 
ern  cottages  for  the  custodians  of  the  plant 
followed. 

Mr.  McClain’s  latest  benefaction  is  the 
splendid  Athletic  Field  with  its  football  grid¬ 
iron,  base  ball  diamond,  quarter  mile  track,  and 
tennis  courts,  where  eventually  a  stadium  will 
rise.  A  school  garage  with  accommodations 
for  twenty-five  motor  transports  and  fully 
equipped  work  shops,  it  is  rumored,  will  be  the 
next  development  in  this  unusual  school  plant. 

The  people  of  Greenfield,  inspired  by  Mr. 
McClain’s  splendid  gift,  voted  bonds  to  erect 
a  modern  building  where  the  children  of  ele¬ 
mentary  grades  would  enjoy  a  balanced  school 
life  of  work-study-play  in  an  environment  as 
beautiful  and  enriched  as  that  of  the  high 
school  students. 

In  the  development  of  this  great  educational 
project,  Mr.  McClain  has  given  far  more  than 
his  wealth.  He  has,  in  a  very  special  sense, 
given  himself.  He  has  given  generously  of  his 
time — and  to  men  of  large  affairs  time  means 
more  than  money.  He  has  given  his  experience 
gained  through  long  years  of  business  activity. 
He  has  given  his  devotion,  his  love,  his  ideals. 

In  one  of  the  beautiful  old  Greek  legends 
we  are  told  that  Athene,  Goddess  of  Wisdom, 
sprang  from  the  brain  of  Jove,  agleam  with 
all  the  panoply  of  war,  brandishing  her  spear 
and  with  her  battle  cry  awakening  the  echoes 
of  heaven  and  earth.  It  was  thus  that  the 
imaginative  Greeks  symbolized  the  birth  of 
an  idea.  With  equal  truth  we  may  apply  the 
same  beautiful  imagery  to  the  magnificent 
Greenfield  school  plant.  It  stands  today  the 
concrete  embodiment  of  an  ideal  that  once 
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existed  only  in  the  mind  of  Edward  Lee  Mc¬ 
Clain — an  ideal  that  has  been  beautifully  real¬ 
ized  in  brick  and  stone  and  steel.  As  a  young 
man  Mr.  McClain  was  known  as  “the  boy 
with  the  big  idea” — a  reference  and  a  tribute 
to  his  business  acumen  which  saw  tremendous 
possibilities  where  others  saw  only  failure.  In 
the  maturity  of  his  manhood,  Mr.  McClain 
is  still  the  possessor  of  a  big  idea — the  idea  of 
service  to  his  fellow-men. 

Mr.  McClain  has  completed  his  task.  He 
leaves  to  others  the  all-important  duty  of  mold¬ 
ing  in  living  flesh  and  blood  the  ideal  which 
he  so  clearly  sees  and  which  he  has  embodied 
so  beautifully  in  his  gift  to  the  people  of  his 
native  city.  And  now  that  Greenfield  pos¬ 
sesses  this  extraordinary  school  plant,  so  mag¬ 
nificently  conceived  and  so  perfectly  executed, 
the  question  not  unnaturally  arises,  how  is  the 
community  utilizing  its  golden  opportunities? 
One  group  of  visitors  records  its  impressions 
of  the  Greenfield  schools,  as  they  appear  in 
actual  operation  in  the  following  words: 

“On  a  visit  to  the  Greenfield  Schools,  one 
is  particularly  impressed  with  the  happy  spon¬ 
taneity  of  the  children.  They  met  us  on  the 
grounds  and  at  the  buildings.  They  conducted 
us  through  the  several  departments  and  took 
pride  in  telling  us  about  their  daily  activities. 
Everywhere  we  encountered  children.  We 
were  thrilled  with  their  happy  abandon  in  the 
gymnasium,  on  the  playgrounds,  and  in  the 
pool.  We  accompanied  groups  of  them  to  the 
auditorium  for  movies,  class  plays,  and  demon¬ 
strations.  We  noted  with  interest  their  con¬ 
trolled  observation  and  intelligent  cooperation 
in  the  laboratories,  their  eagerness  to  work  in 
the  shops,  their  self-discipline  in  the  class 
rooms  and  libraries,  their  joy  in  participation 
in  music  and  dramatics,  verily — a  child  world 
and  all  because  one  man  in  the  town  had  a 
worth-while  day-dream  which  became  a  re¬ 
ality.” 


Dr.  William  McAndrew,  at  the  time  As¬ 
sistant  Superintendent  of  public  schools  of  New 
York  City,  and  later  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  Chicago,  in  an  article  in  the  World’s  Work 
(January,  1924)  expresses  much  the  same 
view: 

“For  hours  I  had  been  within  the  walls  of 
the  institution  which  is  this  citizen’s  idea  of  a 
contribution  to  happiness.  I  had  purposely 
gone  there  first  to  get  impressions  unflavored 
by  any  suggestions  as  to  what  the  school  was 
intended  to  do.  The  happy  atmosphere  is  there. 
You  can’t  escape  it.  All  the  things  which  the 
State  of  Ohio  says  a  public  school  should  do 
are  being  done.  Around  them  and  in  them  is 
an  influence  of  enjoyment,  refinement,  cour¬ 
tesy,  and  cheer  that  makes  one  want  to  linger. 
The  silent  tuition  of  beauty  has  been  secured 
everywhere.  An  amazing  thing  is  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  plant  today.  For  eight  years  chil¬ 
dren  and  adults  have  enjoyed  continued  use 
of  it.  You  would  think  that  it  was  opened  yes¬ 
terday.  Not  a  scratch  is  visible  on  the  furni¬ 
ture.  You  could  eat  off  the  floors. 

“I  am  citing  Edward  Lee  McClain  at 
length  because  he  seems  to  many  a  typical  case 
of  the  pursuit  of  happiness  in  the  American 
sense.  He  reasoned  out  that  giving  to  schools 
cannot  pauperize  a  community  because  by  law 
it  still  has  to  pay  a  school  tax.  He  decided  that 
a  man  who  wanted  to  give  to  his  town  is  sure 
to  have  his  gift  used  if  it  be  a  school  because 
the  law  requires  that  successive  lines  of  chil¬ 
dren  be  educated.  The  roads  to  happiness  often 
followed  by  men  of  wealth  were  open  to  him. 
He  says  that  he  is  more  than  satisfied  for 
choosing  this  one.  This  then  is  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  and  its  American  doctrine  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  school  is  obligated  to  the  production  of 
happiness.” 

Over  one  of  the  entrances  to  the  high  school 
building  is  carved  the  word  Opportunity,  and 
over  another,  Achievement.  The  first  repre- 
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the  north;  the  custodians’  cottages  and  the  garage. 
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WOODWORKING  SHOP— VOCATIONAL  BUILDING 


METAL-WORKING  SHOP— VOCATIONAL  BUILDING 


BOOKKEEPING  AND  STENOGRAPHY  ROOM— VOCATIONAL 
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sents  the  ideal  in  the  mind  of  the  founder  of 
the  institution;  the  second  represents  the  duty 
and  responsibility  which  rests  upon  the  teacher 
without  whose  vitalizing  touch  the  buildings 
are,  and  must  remain,  an  inert  pile  of  brick 
and  stone.  An  institution,  we  are  told,  is  but 
the  lengthened  shadow  of  a  man.  Surely,  an 
institution,  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  service 
and  dedicated  to  service,  cannot  fail  to  embody 
in  its  teaching  the  spirit  of  service. 

These  buildings  stand  today  “a  thing  of 
beauty  and  a  joy  forever.”  A  century  hence, 
though  beaten  by  rain  and  snow  and  hail,  they 
will  have  gained  an  added  beauty.  For  inani¬ 
mate  objects  have  a  way  of  catching  the  breath 
and  spirit  of  those  who  use  them.  Massive 
walls  become  instinct  with  life  and  love  and 
devotion. 

Tender  fancy  may  invest 
A  pile  of  lifeless  brick  and  stone, 

With  beauty  that  it  ne’er  possess’d, 

A  life  and  spirit  not  its  own. 

As  the  years  roll  by  thousands  will  throng 
the  corridors  of  the  buildings  which  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  in  such  unselfish  spirit,  has  given  to  his 
community.  From  the  thoughts  and  ideals 
and  accumulated  experiences  of  these  boys 
and  girls  will  gradually  grow  traditions,  more 
binding  than  written  law.  No  one  who  has 
walked  through  the  ivy-covered  halls  of  Ox¬ 
ford  or  of  Cambridge  and  has  felt  the  very 
atmosphere  surcharged  with  the  spirit  of  by¬ 
gone  ages  can  doubt  the  potent  power  of 
tradition.  No  one  who  has  ever  mingled  with 
the  care-free  undergraduates  of  Harvard  or 
Yale  or  Princeton  and  has  witnessed  the  real, 
though  unconscious,  deference  which  they  pay 
to  the  customs  handed  down  from  generation 
to  generation  will  deny  the  binding  force  of 
tradition. 

Too  often,  however,  institutions  are 
shackled  to  traditions  of  the  past  which  are 


73 

entirely  foreign  to  the  ideals  of  the  modern 
world.  “Yesterdays  are  ox-carts;  Tomorrows 
are  aeroplanes.  Yesterdays  are  autocracies; 
Tomorrows  are  democracies.”  Greenfield  is 
fortunate,  however.  Her  traditions  are  still  in 
the  making.  They  look  toward  Tomorrow 
rather  than  toward  Yesterday  for  inspiration 
and  guidance. 

The  aim  of  education  is  to  consider  the  boy 
of  today  as  the  man  of  tomorrow;  to  develop 
in  each  individual  interests,  ideals,  habits,  and 
powers,  whereby  he  will  find  his  place  in  the 
world  and  use  that  place  to  shape  both  him¬ 
self  and  society  toward  ever  nobler  ends. 
Greenfield  has  accepted  this  aim  as  the  goal  of 
her  educational  system.  Curriculum,  activities, 
and  physical  facilities  are  all  devoted  to  the 
realization  of  this  clearly  defined  objective. 
It  is  an  ambitious  program  which  this  little 
Southern  Ohio  city  has  set  for  herself,  but 
with  the  unsurpassed  facilities  at  her  disposal, 
the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  classes  of  citi¬ 
zens,  the  inspiration  of  her  leading  citizen, 
and  the  consecration  of  her  teachers,  she  may 
be  expected  to  realize  this  objective  in  full 
measure. 

If  we  were  endowed  with  the  gift  of 
prophecy,  we  would  “dip  into  the  future  far 
as  mortal  eye  can  see”  and  foretell  with  some 
degree  of  certainty  the  effect  which  this  great 
institution  will  have  upon  the  children  who 
will  come  under  its  benign  influence  and, 
through  them,  upon  the  community  as  a  whole. 
But,  while  we  are  denied  the  gift  of  vision,  we 
may  reasonably  foresee  that  a  greater,  better 
Greenfield  will  arise  as  a  result  of  the  influ¬ 
ences  emanating  from  these  schools,  so  richly 
endowed  with  every  facility  for  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  youth;  not  a  great  city,  perhaps,  as 
cities  are  measured  today,  teeming  with  count¬ 
less  thousands,  but  a  happy,  contented,  pros¬ 
perous  community  whose  watchword  is  “Prog¬ 
ress” — progress,  not  merely  in  length  and 
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breadth  of  material  expansion  but  progress  up¬ 
ward  toward  higher  things. 

We  may,  with  equal  certainty,  predict  that 
the  unprecedented  expansion  in  school  facilities 
will  have  its  splendid  counterpart  in  that  truer 
progress  which  has  character  as  its  ultimate 
goal  and  which  will  enable  the  boys  and  girls 
who  are  subjected  to  its  influence  to  lead  pur¬ 
poseful,  useful,  happy,  well-rounded  lives. 

Truly,  Mr.  McClain  has  “builded  a  monu¬ 
ment  more  lasting  than  bronze.” — Frank  R. 
Harris. 

William  B.  Ittner,  F.A.I.A.,  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  friend  and  advisor  of  the 
donor,  was  the  architect  of  the  schools. 
United  States  Senator  Frank  B.  Willis, 
formerly  a  schoolmaster,  at  the  dedication 
of  the  high  school  said: 

I  am  not  at  all  ashamed  of  the  many  years 
that  I  spent  in  the  class  room.  In  those  years  I 
had  opportunity  to  come  in  touch  with  educa¬ 
tional  affairs  and  educational  institutions  in 
this  and  other  states  .  .  .  nowhere  in  any  of 
the  states  with  which  I  am  familiar  will  be 
found  a  more  beautifully  equipped,  a  more 
artistically  designed,  a  more  complete  temple 
dedicated  to  learning,  than  this  splendid  one 
that  you  have  here.  So  far  as  I  know,  this  is 
the  only  instance  in  the  history  of  this  Imperial 
Commonwealth  .  .  .  where  a  great  man  and 
his  good  wife  unselfishly  have  given  to  the 
public  a  great  institution  like  this.  It  is  a  won¬ 
derful  thing  .  .  .  Whoever  planned  this 

building,  whoever  outlined  the  purchase  of  its 
equipment,  knew  what  he  was  doing.  The 
building  exemplifies  not  only  the  best  in  school 
architecture,  but  in  its  equipment  it  exemplifies 
the  best  thought  on  educational  lines  in  this 
country.  ...  I  think  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  splendid  acts  that  has  ever  been  per¬ 
formed  by  any  citizen  of  Ohio  .  .  .  the 

world  will  never  forget  what  this  man  and  his 


good  wife  have  done  here  in  the  interest  of 
good  citizenship  and  the  cause  of  education. 

Hon.  P.  P.  Claxton,  Commissioner  of 
the  Bureau  of  Education  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  course  of  his  address,  trac¬ 
ing  the  history  of  secondary  education  in 
the  United  States,  recent  tendencies  in 
education,  and  the  many  experiments  be¬ 
ing  made  to  adapt  the  school  to  the  needs 
of  modern  industrial  and  social  condi¬ 
tions,  declared  that  it  had  been 

left  to  this  community  to  reach  the  climax  in 
this  beautiful  building,  the  best  equipped,  with 
the  greatest  care,  with  the  largest  amount  of 
attention  to  every  detail,  of  all  of  the  buildings 
I  have  yet  seen  erected  for  this  work.  .  .  . 
Most  school-buildings  are  built  by  subscriptions 
of  the  people,  by  money  collected  in  taxes  or 
on  bonds,  and  in  such  cases  people  are  not  often 
willing  or  are  not  able  to  expend  large  sums 
for  such  work.  I  doubt  if  any  town  of  the  size 
of  Greenfield  in  the  United  States  would  have 
felt  quite  able  to  do  what  has  been  done  here 
and  to  pay  for  it  out  of  its  own  income.  Sel¬ 
dom  if  ever  has  such  an  edifice  been  erected 
and  equipped  out  of  the  loving  devotion  of  one 
of  her  citizens.  The  building  may  crumble,  but 
this  town  can  never  be  the  same  again  as  it 
would  have  been  without  this  building. 

Other  educators  present  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  were  Herbert  Welch,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
(now  Bishop),  President  of  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University,  Hon.  Frank  W.  Miller, 
Superintendent  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  of  Ohio,  and  Professor 
James  T.  Quarles  of  Cornell  University, 
Rev.  F.  M.  Swinehart,  Rev.  Freely  Roh- 
rer,  Rev.  S.  B.  Norveil,  Rev.  W.  M. 
War j  on,  Professor  E.  W.  Patterson,  for¬ 
mer  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of 
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Greenfield,  Arthur  B.  Dunlap,  Esquire, 
M.  Irwin  Dunlap,  Esquire,  Charles 
Davis,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

The  building  was  to  be  known  as  the 
Greenfield  High  School,  but  soon  after 
receiving  the  formal  deed  of  gift  of  the 
new  property,  the  Board  of  Education 
without  asking  Mr.  McClain’s  consent 
changed  the  name  of  the  school  to  Ed¬ 
ward  Lee  McClain  High  School ,  under 
which  latter  name  it  continues  perma¬ 
nently.  After  planning,  erecting,  and 
equipping  this  institution,  Mr.  McClain, 
in  his  formal  announcement  of  his  bene¬ 
faction,  expressed  his  attitude  and  feeling 
concerning  it,  and  toward  the  recipients,  at 
the  dedication  on  September  i,  1915,  in 
these  words: 

As  Promising  The  Most  Good  To  The 
Greatest  Number  For  The  Longest  Time 

In  Sacred  Memory  Of  Those  Of  His  Own 
Peofle  And  Of  Others  Whom  He  Long  And 
Well  Knew  And  Loved  Now  Passed  Away 

In  High  Esteem  For  This  Community  As  It 
Exists  Today 

With  Full  Confidence  In  The  Generations 
Yet  To  Come 

In  Behalf  Of  Higher  Education  Purer 
Morals  And  Broader  And  Better  Citizenship 

This  Property  Is  Dedicated 

Upon  an  interior  wall  of  the  main  en¬ 
trance  hall  of  the  building  the  Alumni 
Association  placed  a  large  commemorative 
tablet  of  bronze. 

In  planning  the  Vocational  School,  Mr. 
McClain  at  his  own  cost  provided  a  cen¬ 
tral  heating  plant  adequate  not  only  for 
the  High  School  and  the  Vocational 
School,  but  also  for  the  Elementary 
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School,  thus  saving  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  a  considerable  sum — another  example 
of  his  generous  interest. 

Mr.  McClain  is  usually  to  be  found  in 
his  office  ;  his  office  hours  are  the  factory 
hours.  He  is  among  the  first  to  arrive  and 
often  the  last  to  leave.  No  detail  concern¬ 
ing  anything  in  which  he  is  interested  is 
too  minute  or  too  tedious  to  escape  his  ob¬ 
servation;  yet  the  end  of  each  day  usually 
finds  him  with  the  business  of  that  day 
finished.  His  position  might  long  ago 
have  led  him  into  an  impatience  of  dis¬ 
cussion  and  a  tendency  to  lay  down  edicts 
for  others,  were  he  not  always  willing 
calmly  to  examine,  to  welcome  discus¬ 
sion,  and  to  accept  the  suggestions  of  an¬ 
other  if  found  of  merit.  “I  never  order 
anybody  to  do  anything,”  he  has  said.  “I 
suggest,  and  leave  them  to  see  the  point 
and  to  carry  it  out.”  Quick  in  penetrating 
into  the  character  of  those  with  whom  he 
comes  into  contact,  and  nice  in  his  observa¬ 
tion  of  their  course,  he  inspires  loyalty  in 
his  assistants.  He  is  inflexible  in  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  those  who  stand  by  him,  as 
well  as  unfailing  in  his  courtesy  and  kind¬ 
ness.  His  genius,  if  genius  it  may  be 
called,  is  the  genius  for  Work — “I  have 
been  dreaming  for  years,”  he  says,  “of 
‘getting  out  from  under’  the  cares  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  that  keep  coming  down  upon 
me  from  all  sides.”  Fifty  and  more  con¬ 
secutive  years  of  work  surely  merit  peace 
and  happiness. 

As  service  in  the  time  of  the  late  World 
War  will  eventually  become  a  matter  of 
historic  interest,  the  following  two  certifi¬ 
cates  of  (1)  appointment  and  (2)  recog¬ 
nition  may  be  quoted: 


UNITED  HATES  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 


at _ CoJ.^bu$A._Ohi< 


To^£»  L.  Mc01gin,t 


CERTIFICATE  OF  APPOINTMENT 

Date _ June  24th, 


1918 


Greenfield,  Ohio. 


(temporary 

You  have  been  selected  for  (probationary  appointment  to 
xxxxxxxxxxx  Member,  Greenfield  City  Food  Administration  Committee  xxxxxxxxxx 


X  X  xxxxxxxxxxxx 


in  the _ 


_ _ _  XXXXSL3 tXXXXXXXXXJXXX  . 

OfrlQt . . . . . . . . . Division  or 


State  Organization^  the  United  States  Food  Administration. 


Your  acceptance  of  this  appointment,  taking  the  prescribed 
oath  of  office  and  entering  on  duty  on  date  to  be  certified  to  below  will 
constitute  the  appointment. 


Authorized  under  Civil  Service - PermitNo.  1^ 


Signature  of  Appointing  Officer. 

The  above  appointment  is  accepted,  and 

I, _ _ _ - - - - - ,  do  solemnly  swear 

that  I  will  support  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  a- 
gainst  all  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic!  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and 
allegiance  to  the  samej  that  I  take  this  obligation  freely  without  any 
mental  reservation  or  purpose  of  evasion!  and  that  I  will  well  and  faith¬ 
fully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  on  wnich  I  am  about  to  enter. 

SO  HELP  ME  GOD. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before 
me  this.. . _ day 


(L.  S.) 


Entered  on  duty.  „ — - - - - ,  191 - 


Signature  of  Appointee. 


C~L-( 


ri-'u- 


Signature  of  Head  of  Division 
or  Federal  Food  Administrator, 
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Among  other  patriotic  and  voluntary  Clain  during  the  World  War  the  sub¬ 
services  rendered  by  Edward  Lee  Me-  joined  may  be  recorded: 

(Letter  Head) 

Y.M.C.A. 

THE  RED  TRIANGLE  WAR  SERVICE 
Authorized  By  The  U.  S.  Government  Under  the  Direction 

of 

The  NATIONAL  WAR  WORK  COUNCIL 
Of  The 

YOUNG  MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION 
William  Sloan,  Chairman  John  R.  Mott,  General  Secretary 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  OHIO  WAR  WORK  COUNCIL 


E.  L.  McClain,  Greenfield 


$35,000,000  CAMPAIGN — NOVEMBER  n  to  19 

HEADQUARTERS,  HOTEL  GIBSON,  CINCINNATI 


Edward5  Lee  McClain  married  Lulu 
Theodosia  Johnson  (of  whom  please  see 
the  Johnson  chapter  herein),  December 
17,  1885,  at  the  home  of  her  mother, 
“Fairview,”  Oakley,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  P.  Porter,  Presiding  Elder, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  officiating. 


To  them  have  been  born  four  children — 
Edward  Lee  McClain,  Junior,  Helen  St. 
Clair  McClain  (now  Mrs.  Robert  S. 
Young),  Donald  Schofield  McClain,  and 
Elsworth  Johnson  McClain  (born  and 
died  June  17,  1897). 


Edward  Lee  McClain,  Junior 


Edward6  lee  McClain, 

JUNIOR  (Edward  Lee5,  Wil¬ 
liam4  P.,  Rev.  John3,  Rev.  Peter2, 
Andrew1)  was  born  February  16,  1887, 
while  his  parents  were  residing  in  their 


Cincinnati  home  in  June  Street,  near 
Reading  Road,  Walnut  Hills.  From  six 
months  of  age  until  his  removal  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  August,  1909,  he  resided 
with  his  parents  at  Greenfield,  Ohio.  He 
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attended  the  public  schools  of  Greenfield 
and  continued  his  education  at  The  Ashe¬ 
ville  School,  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
entering  in  the  autumn  of  1 90 1  and  being 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1907.  In  the 
autumn  of  1907  he  entered  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  Ithaca,  New  York,  in  the  class  of 
1911.  At  Cornell  he  took  work,  first,  in 
the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  sec¬ 
ond,  in  the  College  of  Agriculture.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi 
Fraternity,  Cornell  Chapter. 

Because  of  his  interest  in  agriculture, 
he  visited  the  Pacific  Coast  in  the  summer 
of  1909,  and  decided  to  locate  there,  be¬ 
coming  interested  in  orchards  in  the  Hood 
River  Valley  near  the  town  of  Hood 
River,  Oregon.  Later  on,  in  addition  to 
his  agricultural  interests,  he  became  en¬ 
gaged  in  other  enterprises.  He  married, 
first,  at  Farmington,  Utah,  February  16, 

1917,  Mildred  Gladys  Wood,  born  De¬ 
cember  18,  1898,  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
daughter  of  William  Milton  Wood,  Es¬ 
quire,  and  his  wife,  Deselle  (Jacobs) 
Wood,  and  by  her  had  one  child,  Edna 
Mildred  McClain,  born  January  19, 

1918,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Preferring  to  enlist  voluntarily  for 

service  in  the  World  War,  he  sacrificed 
several  business  interests,  and  on  October 
1,  1917,  entered  into  special  military 
training  at  the  University  of  Oregon,  Eu¬ 
gene,  Oregon.  After  six  weeks  of  training, 
he  was  ordered  to  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
for  enlistment  and  assignment  to  active 
duty.  At  Fort  Sam  Houston,  Texas,  on 
November  21,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Enlisted  Ordnance  Corps,  National 
Army,  and  was  assigned  to  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  Arsenal,  for  further  training.  Soon 
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after,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  Ord¬ 
nance  Supply  Depot,  Fort  Sam  Houston, 
Texas.  On  January  5,  1918,  he  was  made 
“Corporal,  Ordnance  Department,  Na¬ 
tional  Army”;  and  on  July  15,  1918,  was 
promoted  to  be  “Sergeant,  Enlisted  Ord¬ 
nance  Corps,  National  Army.”  Further 
promotion  was  made  September  26,  1918, 
to  “Sergeant  First  Class,  Ordnance  De¬ 
partment  of  the  U.  S.  Army.”  These  quo¬ 
tations  as  to  rank  are  taken  from  the  offi¬ 
cial  warrants  issued  to  Mr.  McClain  and 
now  in  his  possession.  He  served  continu¬ 
ously  until  after  the  end  of  the  war  when 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge  dated 
December  4,  1918.  This  document,  being 
an  interesting  paper  of  possible  value  at 
some  future  time,  is  here  given  in  fac¬ 
simile. 

At  Portland,  Oregon,  on  November 
27,  1919,  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Rev.  Levi  Johnson  officiating, 
Edward  Lee  McClain,  Junior,  married, 
secondly,  Meredith  Sheldon  White,  born 
June  24,  1899,  of  Portland,  Oregon, 
daughter  of  John  Martin  White,  Esquire, 
deceased,  and  his  wife  Mary  Willie 
(Haynes)  White. 

Mr.  McClain  is  a  member  of  Hood 
River  Lodge  No.  105,  A.F.  &  A.M.;  a 
32  degree  Mason,  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  Oregon  Consistory  No.  1, 
Portland,  Oregon;  a  member  of  the 
Shrine,  A1  Kader  Temple,  Portland,  Ore¬ 
gon;  Waverley  Country  Club,  Portland, 
Oregon;  Hood  River,  Oregon,  Post  of 
the  American  Legion;  the  University 
Club  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  the  Los 
Angeles  Country  Club;  life  member  of 
the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots 
of  America,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
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and  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  other  social  and  business  or¬ 
ganizations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Lee 


McClain,  Junior,  now  reside  at  Los  An¬ 
geles,  California,  and  Hood  River,  Ore 
gon. 


Helen  St.  Clair  McClain 


Helen6  st.  clair  Mc- 

CLAIN  (Edward5  Lee,  Sr., 
William4  P.,  John3,  Peter2,  An¬ 
drew1),  the  second  child  and  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  her  parents,  was  born  at  their  home 
at  Greenfield,  Ohio,  July  i,  1892.  She 
was  given  the  Scottish  name  of  St.  Clair 
after  her  direct  ancestress,  Frances 
Eleanor  St.  Clair,  who  with  her  husband 
Oliver  Ross,  Esquire  (the  first  justice 
of  the  peace  at  Newmarket,  Highland 
County,  Ohio),  came  to  America.  Miss 
McClain  passed  her  youth  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  attended  its  public  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  Ely  School  at  Ely  Court, 
Greenwich,  Connecticut,  completing  her 
education  at  Dana  Hall,  Wellesley,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  After  graduating  from  Dana 
Hall  in  1912,  she  returned  to  Greenfield. 

On  June  2,  1917,  Miss  McClain  was 
married  to  Robert  Simonton  Young, 
M.D.,  at  the  McClain  residence,  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio,  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  F.  M. 
Swinehart,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Greenfield.  After  a  so¬ 
journ  in  Europe  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York  and  vicinity,  covering  a  period  of 
over  three  years,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Young 
now  reside  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
practices  his  profession.  Mrs.  Young  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Dames 
and  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution. 


Robert  Simonton  Young  was  born  at 
Concord,  North  Carolina,  March  10, 
1886,  the  son  of  Robert  Simonton  Young, 
M.D.  (deceased),  and  his  wife,  Nannie 
Ervin.  After  the  customary  years  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  the 
Virginia  Military  Institute,  Lexington, 
Virginia,  Robert,  Junior,  was  appointed  to 
the  United  States  Naval  Academy,  An¬ 
napolis,  Maryland,  entering  on  July  6, 
1904,  and  graduating  on  June  8,  1908. 
He  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  U.S.S. 
North  Carolina  on  June  9,  1908,  and  was 
attached  to  that  vessel  until  January, 
1911,  serving  as  Junior  Navigating  Offi¬ 
cer,  Junior  Engineering  Officer,  and  as 
Junior  Gunnery  Officer.  In  that  January 
he  was  detached  from  the  North  Carolina 
and  ordered  to  the  U.S.S.  Perkins ,  serv¬ 
ing  thereon  as  Engineer  Officer  until  Oc¬ 
tober,  1 9 1 1 ,  when  he  was  ordered  to  “De¬ 
tached  Duty”  until  December,  19 1 1.  This 
foregoing  service  was  on  the  Atlantic  Sta¬ 
tion. 

In  December,  19 11,  Mr.  Young  was 
ordered  to  duty  on  the  Asiatic  Station, 
serving  on  board  the  U.S.S.  Wilmington 
until  January,  1913,  when  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  U.S.S.  Helena.  While  on 
the  Wilmington ,  he  was  in  the  waters  in 
and  around  Hong  Kong  and  Canton,  and 
while  on  the  Helena  in  the  waters  around 
Shanghai,  and  on  the  Yangtze  River,  as 
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far  inland  as  Chung  King.  He  remained 
in  service  on  the  U.S.S.  Helena  until  No¬ 
vember  19,  1914,  being  then  detached 
from  the  Asiatic  Station  and  ordered 
home  on  leave  of  absence.  While  at  home 
in  North  Carolina,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  leave  of  absence,  he  resigned  his 
commission,  the  resignation  being  ac¬ 
cepted  on  March  3,  1915.  Mr.  Young 
passed  the  years  from  1915  to  19 1 7  the 
study  of  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,  graduating  from  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  in  1919.  Then 
followed  special  study  in  hospitals  in  New 
York  and  Newark,  terminating  with  a 
course  at  Johns  Hopkins. 

Dr.  Young  is  a  member  of  the  fra¬ 
ternities  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta  and  Phi 
Rho  Sigma.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Young  who  came  to  Pennsylvania 
with  the  Scotch-Irish,  1750-55,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  North  Carolina  about  1 765  5 
also  from  John  Ervin,  of  South  Carolina, 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  under  General 
Francis  Marion  in  the  War  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  On  the  paternal  side  Dr. 
Young  also  descends  from  Theophilus 
Simonton  of  Lancaster  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  1 749  j  from  Robert  Burton,  a 
Colonel  in  the  Revolution  and  member 
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of  the  Continental  Congress,  1787-88 ; 
and  from  John  Williams  who  came  to 
America,  1700-17 10,  settling  in  Hanover 
County,  Virginia,  whose  grandson  John 
Williams  was  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  and  a  delegate  to  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congress  from  Granville  County, 
North  Carolina.  Maternally,  Dr.  Young 
is  a  descendant  of  Martin  Phifer  of 
Berne,  Switzerland,  who  settled  in  North 
Carolina  in  1745  and  served  in  the 
Revolution  as  a  Colonel,  and  of  Thomas 
Powe,  born  in  Virginia  in  1737,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  militia  of  South  Carolina,  177 5, 
and  an  officer  in  Hick’s  regiment  during 
the  Revolution. 

Since  early  childhood  Dr.  Young  has 
been  affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cleveland 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Cleveland 
Medical  Library  Association,  the  Ohio 
State  Medical  Society,  the  American  Uro¬ 
logical  Association,  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  Instructor 
in  Urology  in  the  Medical  School  of 
Western  Reserve  University,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  University  Club,  the  Union 
Club,  the  County  Club,  the  Shaker 
Heights  Country  Club,  and  the  Mayfield 
Country  Club,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Donald  Schofield  McClain 


Donald6  schofield  mc- 

(  CLAIN  (Edward5  Lee,  Wil¬ 
liam4  P.,  John3,  Peter2,  Andrew1) 
was  born  October  20,  1895,  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio.  After  the  usual  course  in  the  public 


schools  of  Greenfield,  he  prepared  for  the 
university  at  the  Asheville  School,  Ashe¬ 
ville,  North  Carolina,  and  entered  the  class 
of  1919  of  the  University  of  Virginia. 
There  he  united  with  the  Phi  Gamma 
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Delta  fraternity.  In  1917,  moved  by  a  pa¬ 
triotic  impulse,  he  left  the  university  and 
enlisted  on  May  14,  1917,  in  the  Ninth 
Company,  Eighth  Provisional  Training 
Regiment  at  Fort  Benjamin  Harrison,  In¬ 
diana,  the  first  officers’  training  camp.  He 
there  undertook  to  prepare  for  a  commis¬ 
sion  as  an  officer  in  the  National  Army. 
Owing  to  an  ear  trouble,  which  was  there 
adjudged  to  disqualify  him  for  a  commis¬ 
sion,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  regiment  on  May  21,  1917.  He  tried 
again  to  enter  the  service  to  prepare  for  a 
commission,  and  to  assist  him  in  passing 
the  rigid  requirements  for  an  officer,  he 
placed  himself  under  the  care  of  a  physi¬ 
cian  (Dr.  Holmes  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio), 
who  was  a  major  in  the  service  at  Camp 
Sherman,  Ohio.  This  doctor  advised  him 
to  go  to  California  for  two  months  to  per¬ 
fect  his  hearing,  to  return,  and  again  vol¬ 
unteer.  He  adopted  this  plan,  but  while 
in  California,  he  was  suddenly  drafted 
under  the  Selective  Service  Act,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  National  Army  as  a  private  at 
Camp  Sherman,  Ohio,  on  July  21,  1918. 
Mr.  McClain  was  there  assigned  to  the 
29th  Company,  8th  Training  Battalion, 
158th  Depot  Brigade.  After  three  weeks 
in  that  company,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
336th  Infantry,  Company  B,  First  Bat¬ 
talion  of  the  84th  Division,  which  at  that 
time  was  stationed  at  Camp  Sherman, 
Ohio.  On  August  23,  1918,  the  84th  Di¬ 
vision  moved  to  Camp  Mills,  Long  Is¬ 
land,  New  York,  to  prepare  for  going  to 
France.  Major-General  Glenn  was  the 
commander  of  this  84th  Division.  On 
September  3,  1918,  the  336th  Infantry 
sailed  for  Europe  from  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey,  in  the  English  transport  Ajax ,  and 


arrived  at  Bristol,  England,  on  September 
18. 

The  regiment  debarked  at  once  and  en¬ 
trained  for  Romney  in  Hampshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  adjacent  to  the  channel  port  of 
Southampton.  With  his  regiment,  he  re¬ 
mained  two  days  at  Romney,  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Southhampton  Docks,  and  em¬ 
barking  for  France,  arrived  at  Cherbourg 
on  September  22,  1918.  Therefrom  he 
moved  by  train,  arriving  at  Monpont,  a 
small  town  in  Southern  France,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  27.  On  October  4,  1918,  the  84th 
Division  was  broken  up  and  the  men  sent 
as  replacements  to  other  divisions,  Mr. 
McClain  being  sent  to  the  361st  Regi¬ 
ment,  Company  I,  3d  Battalion,  91st  Di¬ 
vision.  Major-General  Johnson  was  the 
division’s  commander.  Company  I  was 
commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  Bissett 
when  Mr.  McClain  was  transferred  to  it, 
but  after  the  armistice  Captain  Elmer  J. 
Armstrong  was  placed  in  command. 

Concerning  his  experience  in  France, 
Mr.  McClain  wrote: 

The  91st  Division  was  very  active  in  the 
Argonne  Woods  and  was  used  as  shock  troops 
by  the  French  in  their  Flanders  campaign.  The 
91st  was  also  one  of  the  two  American  units 
which  fought  in  Belgium,  the  other  being  the 
37th.  We  stayed  in  Monpont  about  seven  days 
and  moved  to  northern  France  by  train  to  the 
town  of  Reveny.  Arrived  at  Reveny  about  Oc¬ 
tober  7th  and  stayed  about  six  days,  then  moved 
by  train  to  St.  Jean  just  outside  of  Ypres. 
Marched  from  Ypres  to  De  Routers;  arrived 
in  De  Routers  about  October  1 6th  and  stayed 
until  October  29th  for  training.  We  left  for 
the  battle  front  the  morning  of  October  29th. 
Arrived  about  October  31st,  and  at  5:00  A.M. 
stood  to  for  the  barrage  made  by  our  artillery, 
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the  361st  Infantry  being  in  support  of  the 
362nd.  Advanced  about  one-half  kilometer  the 
first  day.  On  the  morning  of  November  1st, 
the  361st  took  the  assault  and  advanced  about 
ten  kilometers,  reaching  the  city  of  Wortegem 
some  time  in  the  early  afternoon.  The  city  of 
Wortegem  overlooks  the  city  of  Audenarde 
which  is  on  the  Sheldt  River  (Belgium),  which 
city  of  Audenarde  was  our  objective.  The  1st 
and  2nd  platoons  of  the  3rd  Battalion  were  the 
first  allied  troops  to  enter  the  city  of  Aude¬ 
narde,  I  being  a  member  of  the  2nd  platoon  at 
that  time.  Our  entrance  to  Audenarde  was 
made  about  midnight  on  the  2nd  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  Our  regiment  stayed  in  Audenarde  until 
about  the  fourth  of  the  month;  then  we  were 
relieved  by  the  French  until  the  9th,  when  we 
returned  to  Audenarde  to  make  a  second  at¬ 
tack  on  the  German  line.  On  the  morning  of 
November  nth  the  attack  was  started,  but 
news  came  of  the  Armistice  being  signed,  so 
the  fighting  ceased.  After  the  Armistice  we 
stayed  in  Audenarde  for  several  days;  then  we 
started  on  the  march  to  Brussels,  but  for  some 
reason  were  turned  back,  and  instead,  marched 
to  the  town  of  Crombeke  in  Belgium  where 
we  stayed  in  camp  until  the  29th  of  December, 
when  we  left  for  France,  arriving  in  Nogent 
on  January  1st  and  marched  to  the  town  of 
Belleme.  After  staying  in  Belleme  about  a 
week,  we  moved  to  the  small  town  Appenai 
where  we  stayed  until  the  20th  of  March  and 
then  left  for  St.  Nazaire.  We  sailed  from  St. 
Nazaire  April  1st  on  board  the  American 
transport  Mexican .  Arrived  in  Camp  Mills 
April  15th,  staying  one  week;  then  the  Divi¬ 
sion  was  broken  up  and  the  men  sent  to  dif¬ 
ferent  camps  throughout  the  country  for  dis¬ 
charge,  I  being  sent  to  Camp  Sherman,  Ohio, 
where  I  received  my  discharge  on  May  2nd, 

I9I9- 

At  Greenfield,  Ohio,  on  September  5, 
1917,  Donald  Schofield  McClain  was 
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united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Mar¬ 
jorie  Dean  Miller,  of  Greenfield,  by  the 
Rev.  Freely  Rohrer,  pastor  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Greenfield.  She  was 
born  May  28,  1897,  the  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Gore  Miller,  of  Greenfield  (de¬ 
ceased),  and  his  wife  Nellie  Dean 
(Young)  Miller,  of  Greenfield.  After  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  S.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  they  settled  at  Cartersville,  Bartow 
County,  Georgia,  where  Mr.  McClain  re¬ 
mained  as  an  officer  of  The  American 
Textile  Company,  owned  by  his  father, 
until  he  saw  a  chance  to  try  again  to  secure 
a  commission  in  the  army,  after  having 
been  refused  it  a  few  months  previously 
on  account  of  imperfect  hearing.  After  his 
return  from  France,  he  returned  to 
Georgia,  and  becoming  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  The  American  Textile  Com¬ 
pany  at  Atco,  also  became  a  large  stock¬ 
holder  in  that  corporation.  It  is  his  due 
that  an  authoritative  report,  written  be¬ 
fore  the  recent  sale  of  that  company  to 
the  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber  Company, 
concerning  his  activities  should  be  quoted: 

He  is  very  much  in  earnest,  greatly  pleased 
with  the  line  of  business,  desires  to  remain  in 
it,  has  developed  a  rather  remarkable  propen¬ 
sity  along  this  particular  line,  is  a  very  valuable 
member  of  the  personnel,  and  his  future  in  his 
present  connection  looks  exceedingly  bright  and 
promising. 

Donald  Schofield  McClain  is  a  member 
of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  Club  of  New 
York  City,  the  Capital  City  Club,  the 
Druid  Hills  Golf  Club,  Ancient  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasonry  (32 
degree),  Yaarab  Shrine  Temple,  the 
Piedmont  Driving  Club,  and  the  Peach- 


88 


The  McClain  Family 


tree  Gun  Club,  all  six  of  Atlanta,  Georgia ; 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  B.P.O.  Elks,  and 
The  American  Legion,  all  three  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio;  also,  life  member  of 
the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots 
of  America,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars, 
and  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revo¬ 


lution.  There  was  born  to  Donald  Scho¬ 
field  and  Marjorie  Dean  (Miller)  Mc¬ 
Clain,  on  December  6,  1925,  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  a  son,  Donald  Schofield  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Junior,  and  on  January  21,  1929, 
at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  a  daughter,  Helen 
Marjorie. 


Arthur  Elsworth  McClain  of  Greenfield 


ARTHUR  ELSWORTH  Mc- 

/  \  CL  AIN  was  born  in  Green- 
I  m.  field,  Ohio,  October  16,  1863, 
the  third  child  and  second  son  of  William 
Page  and  Margaret  Ann  (Parkinson) 
McClain.  He  attended  the  public  school 
in  Greenfield  from  his  sixth  to  his  fif¬ 
teenth  year,  and  entered  whole-heartedly 
into  all  the  sports  and  pranks  of  the  other 
boys  of  his  age  in  the  small  country  town. 
When  he  was  fifteen  and  a  half  years  old, 
he  left  school  to  learn  harness  making  in 
his  father’s  shop,  where  his  elder  brother, 
Edward  Lee  McClain,  was  similarly  em¬ 
ployed.  After  about  three  years  of  this 
kind  of  work,  he  entered  the  service  of 
his  brother,  Edward  Lee  McClain,  who 
had  just  invented  and  patented  an  im¬ 
proved  collar  pad  for  horses  and  who  was 
beginning  its  manufacture. 

Arthur  Elsworth  McClain’s  entire 
business  life  from  this  time  on  was  de¬ 
voted  to  the  pad  manufacturing  business 
in  Greenfield.  As  the  business  grew,  he 
grew  with  it,  assuming  continuously  heav¬ 
ier  and  heavier  responsibilities.  In  his 
nineteenth  year,  he  visited  the  jobbing 
houses  in  thirteen  states  in  the  effort  to 


introduce  the  patented  pad  to  “the  trade.” 
He  found  a  ready  market  for  the  new  in¬ 
vention,  and  later  made  several  similar 
trips.  However,  he  soon  abandoned  this 
aspect  of  the  business  and  gave  his  atten¬ 
tion  chiefly  to  the  producing  part  of  it. 
He  developed  into  a  general  superintend¬ 
ent  of  production,  having  charge  of  the 
factory  of  the  E.  L.  McClain  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company.  He  also  largely  did  the 
buying. 

On  the  incorporation  of  the  American 
Pad  and  Textile  Company  in  1903,  he 
became  a  stockholder  and  a  director,  and 
was  made  Vice-President.  Under  the  plan 
of  “rotation  in  office”  adopted  at  this  time, 
he  served  in  this  office  for  five  years.  He 
then  became  President  and  General  Man¬ 
ager,  serving  for  five  years  in  this  capac¬ 
ity.  On  his  retirement  from  the  presi¬ 
dency,  he  became  with  his  brother  Ed¬ 
ward  Lee  McClain  a  member  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  so  continuing  until 

1917. 

Failing  health  compelled  Mr.  A.  E. 
McClain  in  1 9 1 7  to  relinquish  active  work 
in  the  enterprise  to  which  he  had  devoted 
his  life.  He  went  to  Atlantic  City  in  the 
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hope  that  complete  rest  and  a  change  of 
scene  and  climate  would  restore  him  to 
strength  and  vigor.  This  hope,  unhappily, 
was  not  destined  to  be  realized,  and  he 
died  in  Atlantic  City,  February  24,  1922. 

Of  his  contribution  to  the  success  of 
that  enterprise,  his  brother,  its  founder 
and  his  lifelong  fellow  worker,  bears 
witness.  Their  differing  qualities  of  mind 
and  special  aptitudes  admirably  supple¬ 
mented  one  another.  They  worked  so  con¬ 
stantly  and  so  harmoniously  together  that 
it  is  perhaps  difficult  to  assign  one  part  of 
the  work  to  one  and  another  to  the  other. 
Yet  it  is  evident  that  the  older  was  the 
real  leader,  the  man  of  farthest  vision, 
the  man  determined  to  make  a  vision  a 
possibility,  a  reality.  It  was  his  part  to 
conceive  and  plan,  to  devise  extensions  to 
the  business  and  to  add  new  enterprises — 
to  be,  in  a  word,  the  financial  and  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  the  business.  The  contribu¬ 
tion  of  the  younger  brother  was  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  improved  methods  of  pro¬ 
duction. 

In  the  early  days  production  was 
largely  handwork,  only  the  cotton  covers 
for  pads  being  sewed  by  machines.  The 
handwork  was  gradually  superseded  by 
machinery,  and  nearly  all  the  machines 
now  used  were  designed  by  or  for  the 
Company,  most  of  them  having  their  ori¬ 
gin  in  the  mind  or  minds  of  some  one  or 
more  persons  actively  engaged  in  the  busi¬ 
ness.  Both  brothers  were  ever  receptive  of 
new  ideas,  whatever  their  origin.  They 
were  ever  ready  to  tear  down  and  to  dis¬ 
card,  as  well  as  to  try  a  new  idea  that 
promised  improvement  in  any  process. 
This  constant  improvement  in  methods  of 
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production  resulted  in  constant  lowering 
of  costs  and  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  product,  thus  enabling  the  Com¬ 
pany  to  maintain  its  supremacy  over  all 
competitors  in  the  United  States  and  Can¬ 
ada,  and  that  means  in  the  world.  In  this 
improvement  of  methods  of  production 
and  in  the  product,  Mr.  A.  E.  McClain 
had  his  full  share,  and  it  was  his  greatest 
contribution  to  the  success  of  the  enter¬ 
prise. 

To  his  success  in  his  work  and  in  his 
relations  with  men,  his  personal  charm 
contributed  in  a  high  degree.  Men  loved 
him  and  were  devoted  to  him.  He  had 
that  intangible  quality  that  endears  some 
men  to  their  fellows  in  a  superlative  de¬ 
gree.  It  was  not  that  he  was  “hail  fellow, 
well  met”  with  his  associates.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  was  quiet  and  never  lacking  in 
dignity,  though  he  was  also  on  occasion 
with  his  intimate  friends  a  “prince  of 
good  fellows  and  a  royal  entertainer.” 
Perhaps  the  secret  of  his  charm  and  of  his 
power  to  win  and  keep  the  loyalty,  ad¬ 
miration,  and  love  of  those  with  whom  he 
came  into  contact  is  found  in  his  sincerity, 
his  ready  understanding  and  quick  sym¬ 
pathy,  his  desire  to  be  helpful,  his  unfail¬ 
ing  generosity,  and  his  genuine  friendli¬ 
ness. 

He  was  a  rare  man,  and  his  death  was 
keenly  felt  and  deeply  mourned  by  his 
friends,  who  were  legion.  No  words  can 
do  justice  to  his  work,  to  his  character,  or 
to  the  place  which  he  holds  in  the  hearts 
of  those  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to 
know  him.  He  was  interred  in  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  Cemetery,  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
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Nellie  Marie  McClain 


Nellie5  marie  McClain 

(William4  P.,  John3,  Peter2,  An¬ 
drew1)  was  born  at  Greenfield, 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  August  30, 
1872.  She  is  the  fourth  and  last  child  of 
her  parents  and  their  second  and  only 
surviving  daughter.  She  was  tenderly 
reared  by  her  parents  in  both  church  and 
school.  As  early  as  February,  1886,  when 
but  thirteen  and  a  half  years  old,  she  ac¬ 
cepted  the  faith  of  her  fathers,  uniting 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Greenfield.  In  the  Methodist  faith  she 
was  married,  and  wherever  Mrs.  McCaf- 
ferty  has  since  resided,  she  has  continued 
the  long  and  devoted  adherence  of  the 
McClain  family  to  that  church  and  its 
belief  and  practice.  After  graduating 
from  the  public  schools  of  Greenfield, 
she  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
at  Delaware,  Ohio,  in  1890,  graduating  in 
the  class  of  1893. 

While  a  student  at  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University,  Nellie  Marie  McClain  was  a 
member  of  the  Clionian  Society  and  of 
the  Greek  letter  sorority  Delta  Psi.  In  the 
autumn  of  1894,  she  entered  upon  the 
two-year  course  at  the  Emerson  College 
of  Oratory,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  com¬ 
pleting  it  with  her  receipt  of  a  junior  cer¬ 
tificate  in  1896.  After  the  loss  of  her  fa¬ 
ther  in  1888,  Nellie  Marie  remained  at 
the  McClain  home  in  Greenfield  as  the 
comforter  and  companion  of  her  bereaved 
mother  as  long  as  her  mother  lived.  After 
her  marriage  at  Greenfield  on  December 
15,  1898,  to  William  Mace  McCafferty, 
she  continued  her  activities  in  society  and 


in  the  church  until  her  removal  to  Car- 
tersville,  Georgia,  in  1903.  Her  brother, 
Edward  Lee  McClain,  had  founded  there 
a  new  industrial  community  along  the 
most  advanced  lines  of  humanitarian  and 
utilitarian  endeavor  in  connection  with  a 
cotton  manufacturing  enterprise.  There 
Mrs.  McCafferty  was  a  welcome  accession 
to  Georgian  society,  while  her  husband 
became  identified  with  the  cotton  mill 
enterprise  begun  in  1903  by  her  brother, 
Edward  Lee  McClain.  Among  her  asso¬ 
ciations  in  Georgia  may  be  mentioned  the 
Cherokee  Women’s  Federated  Club  and 
the  Etowah  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  of  which  she 
became  a  member  in  1912,  and  of  which 
she  was  later  the  Registrar. 

After  remaining  in  Georgia  for  fifteen 
years,  in  1918,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCafferty 
removed  to  California,  where  they  have 
since  resided  at  Los  Angeles.  Their 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann  McCafferty, 
born  at  Bethesda  Hospital,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  on  July  29,  1910,  resides  in  Los 
Angeles.  She  married  in  Los  Angeles, 
Audrin  Rotha  Walker,  son  of  Rotha  Bur¬ 
ton  Walker  and  Edna  (Ricketts)  Walker, 
of  Bristol,  Tennessee  (both  now  de¬ 
ceased),  June  6,  1927,  and  has  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Margaret  Ann,  born  July  7,  1928,  at 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

William  Mace  McCafferty  was  born  at 
Mount  Sterling,  Madison  County,  Ohio, 
September  1 1,  1866.  He  entered  Lebanon 
Normal  School  in  1883,  graduating  with 
the  class  of  1885.  He  entered  Ohio  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  in  1885,  graduating  in 
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1889;  in  1886  he  was  elected  to  member¬ 
ship  in  Phi  Kappa  Psi.  Mr.  McCafferty’s 
paternal  great-grandfather,  John  McCaf- 
ferty,  born  in  1745,  died  July  25,  1820, 
and  his  wife  Eleanor,  born  in  1745,  died 
April  19,  1826,  came  from  Kentucky  into 
Ohio.  Their  son,  David2  McCafferty, 
born  in  Kentucky  May  10,  1790,  and  died 
February  5,  1853,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
married  Narcissa  Black  of  Kentucky,  who 
was  born  April  3,  1802,  and  died  April  7, 
1872,  and  who  is  buried  at  Chillicothe. 
“Narcissa  Black’s  mother  was  a  Clay,  of 
the  illustrious  Clays  of  Kentucky,”  writes 
Mrs.  Nellie  Marie  McCafferty. 

David2  and  Narcissa  (Black)  McCaf¬ 
ferty  took  up  their  residence  at  Chilli¬ 
cothe  in  1817,  where  were  born  to  them 
six  sons  and  three  daughters:  William3, 
Stephen3,  Peter3,  David3,  Charles3,  Eli¬ 
jah3,  Narcissa3,  Elizabeth3,  and  Temper¬ 
ance3.  The  eldest  son,  William3  McCaf¬ 
ferty,  born  at  Chillicothe  August  14, 
1819,  married  February  13,  1845,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Mace,  born  January  16,  1825,  who 
died  March  20,  1907.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  they  settled  near  Mount  Ster¬ 
ling,  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  resided 
there  throughout  their  nlarried  life.  Wil¬ 
liam3  died  September  28,  1890,  and  both 
were  interred  at  Mount  Sterling.  There 
were  born  their  four  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Mary4,  Flora4,  John4,  James 
Wilson4,  Charles4  Clay,  Ella4,  and  the 
youngest,  William4  Mace  McCafferty,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

It  will  be  of  genealogical  interest  and 
value  to  state  also  that  Elizabeth  Ann 
(McCafferty)  Walker’s  father,  William4 
Mace  McCafferty,  is,  through  his  mother, 
Elizabeth  Mace,  descended  from  Alexan¬ 


der  Dunlap,  born  in  England,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne  in  Ire¬ 
land  while  in  the  forces  of  the  Protestant 
King  William  the  Third  of  England.  In 
these  same  forces,  at  the  same  battle,  was 
James  St.  Clair,  ancestor  of  Mrs.  Nellie 
Marie  (McClain)  McCafferty,  according 
to  the  account  of  her  great-grandmother, 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  as  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  latter’s  granddaughter,  the  late 
Mrs.  Vandergrift.  (Please  see  the  Ross 
chapter.)  Alexander’s  three  sons  came  to 
Pennsylvania,  afterward  removing  to  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  son,  Alexander  Dunlap,  died  in 
1742,  leaving  four  sons:  John,  William, 
James,  and  the  posthumous  son,  the  third 
Alexander,  born  in  1743.  This  latter 
Alexander  Dunlap  married  in  1768 
Agnes  Guy,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  of  rec¬ 
ord  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  Fifth  Com¬ 
pany,  Eighth  Battalion  of  Colonel  Pat¬ 
terson  Bell’s  regiment  of  the  militia  of 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  ( Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Archives ,  5th  ser.,  Vol.  V,  sec.  817). 
He  died  March  16,  1828,  and  is  buried 
at  Red  Oak  Church,  Brown  County,  Ohio. 

Alexander  and  Agnes  (Guy)  Dunlap 
had  four  sons  and  four  daughters:  James, 
Ann,  William,  Polly,  Agnes,  Robert, 
Margaret,  and  Alexander.  The  eldest  son, 
James  Dunlap,  was  born  April  20,  1796, 
in  what  is  now  West  Virginia. 

When  a  lad  of  eight  years  [related  Mr. 
William  Mace  McCafferty],  he  was  put  on  a 
horse — his  little  trousers  tarred  so  that  he 
might  stick — and  sent  by  his  father  to  the  near¬ 
est  fort  to  bring  relief  from  besieging  Indians. 
He  afterwards  became  a  Colonel  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were 
slave  holders. 
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She  was  Elizabeth  Stevenson  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  who  was  born  August  15,  1774, 
married  June  22,  1797,  and  died  October 
23,  1853.  Her  husband,  James  Dunlap, 
died  June  10,  1821.  Their  three  children 
were  Margaret,  Nancy  Jane,  and  Alexan¬ 
der  Dunlap.  From  the  latter  descends  the 
family  of  Dunlap  of  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
The  daughter,  Nancy  Jane  Dunlap,  born 
August  12,  1800,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
and  died  July  28,  1827,  married  January 
25,  1821,  John  Mace  who  had  come  from 


Greenbriar  County,  Virginia.  John  Mace 
was  born  in  1796,  and  was  buried  at  Chil¬ 
licothe,  Ohio,  in  October,  1857,  leaving 
issue  James,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  and  John. 
Elizabeth  Mace  became  the  mother  of 
William  Mace  McCafferty  through  her 
marriage  to  William  McCafferty.  Grate¬ 
ful  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Cafferty  for  the  foregoing  particulars  of 
some  of  the  paternal  ancestors  of  their 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann  (McCafferty) 
Walker. 


Some  Descendants  of  John  Parkinson 


JOHN  PARKINSON,  a  young  un¬ 
married  man,  in  1773,  when  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  noted  for  its  famous 
men  and  as  the  seat  of  British  authority 
and  the  meeting  place  of  the  Colonial  As¬ 
sembly,  became  inspired  with  a  desire  to 
pit  his  fresh  young  spirit  against  the  un¬ 
tamed  elements  of  the  frontier.  The  faces 
of  all  these  celebrities  of  American  his¬ 
tory  must  have  been  familiar  to  him,  as 
there  are  indications  that  he  was  present 
in  that  city,  and,  probably,  was  born  there 
or  near  by  though  the  records  of  his  birth 
and  baptism  are  now  missing;  hence  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  or  belief  exist  as  to  his 
parentage.  At  this  time  William  Smith, 
D.D.,  residing  in  the  then  small  city  of 
Philadelphia  as  “provost  of  the  college  of 
Philadelphia”  (afterward  called  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania),  had  founded 
the  township  of  Smithfield  and  its  village 
of  Huntingdon  then  in  Bedford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the 
most  beautiful  part  of  the  delightful 
Juniata  River.  This  clergyman  owned 
nearly  the  entire  township,  named  it 
Smithfield,  planned  the  borough,  sent 
families  to  settle  there,  and  gradually 
leased  and  sold  the  land.  He  also  began 
to  acquire  land  on  the  east  branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  River,  between  the  present 
towns  of  Berwick  and  Shickshinny,  in 
what  was  then  Northumberland  County, 
now  Luzerne  and  Columbia  counties.  Dr. 
Smith  was  active  among  the  immigrants 


arriving  at  Philadelphia,  seeking  to  influ¬ 
ence  them  to  settle  on  his  lands.  That  his 
influence  over,  or  personal  interest  in,  or 
dealings  with,  John  Parkinson  was  a  con¬ 
tributory  cause  to  John’s  settling  at  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  on  the  Juniata  is  obvious  from  the 
records,  apart  from  the  probable  personal 
acquaintanceship  between  these  men  at 
Philadelphia,  where  John  Parkinson  may 
have  received  some  part  of  his  education 
under  Dr.  Smith,  for  the  records  prove 
that  he  was  not  a  rough,  unlettered  man, 
like  many  of  the  immigrants,  though, 
maybe,  less  suited  than  they  for  the 
cruder,  harsher,  more  violent  life  in  the 
frontier  settlements.  It  is  of  record,  as 
well,  that  John  was  an  excellent  penman 
and  wrote  in  a  formal  style  often  found 
in  official  papers  at  Philadelphia.  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  the  clearing  house  for  these 
new  settlements.  As  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  married  until  after  he  became  estab¬ 
lished  at  Huntingdon  a  few  years  later, 
and  as  at  no  time  can  he  be  considered  to 
have  been  engaged  in  farming,  and  being 
chiefly  of  record  as  an  innkeeper,  it  is,  at 
the  least,  believable  that  his  idea  in  taking 
up  several  hundred  acres  of  unoccupied 
land  was  that  of  selling  it  again  at  a  profit 
to  settlers  whom  he  could  attract  to  it.  As 
he  allowed  himself  to  be  described  in  the 
following  document  as  of  Northumber¬ 
land  County,  it  is  evidence  that  he  went 
there  at,  soon  after,  or  before,  the  date  of 
the  grant.  The  survey  of  the  land  granted 
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John  Parkinson  shows  the  names  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Smith  and  John  Cox,  Jr.,  as  owning 
the  two  adjoining  tracts,  while  on  the  two 
other  sides  no  land  had  been  granted  or 
surveyed.  However,  as  the  combined 
grant  of  land  and  warrant  for  a  survey 
was  dated  August  7,  1773,  and  the  survey 
of  the  land  was  not  completed  until  No¬ 
vember  25,  following,  and  as  the  terms 
of  payment  were  not  to  begin  until  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1774,  one  may  assume  that  John 
Parkinson  had  not  located  upon  the  prop¬ 
erty  prior  to  August  7,  1773.  Facsimiles 
of  the  original  warrant  and  survey  are 
annexed  hereto: 

[, State  of  Pennsylvania.  Defartment  of  In¬ 
ternal  Affairs ,  Harrisburg,  Original  filed 
land  warrants  and  surveys]  : 

By  the  PROPRIETARIES. 

Pennsylvania,  ss 

WHEREAS  John  Par- 
[Seal]  kinson  of  the  County  of 

Northumberland  hath  re- 
RICHd  PENN  quested  that  we  would  al- 

[his  autograph]  low  him  to  take  up  three 

hundred  Acres  of  Land  on 
the  West  Branch  of  Shickshinning  Creek 
including  an  Indian  Cabbin  about  two 
Miles  from  the  Mouth  in  Northumber¬ 
land  County  .  .  . 

Provided  the  same  Land  does  not  lie  in 
or  interfere  with  our  Manor  of  Pomfret 
or  any  other  of  our  Maners  or  appro¬ 
priated  Tracts  for  which  he  agrees  to  pay 
to  our  Use,  within  the  Term  of  Six 
Months  from  the  Date  hereof,  at  the 
Rate  of  five  pounds  sterling  or  value 
thereof  in  current  Money  of  this  Prov¬ 
ince,  for  every  Hundred  Acres;  and  also 
to  pay  the  yearly  quit-rent  of  One  Penny 
Sterling  for  every  Acre  thereof,  to  us, 


our  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever,  with  In¬ 
terest  and  Quit-rent,  to  commence  from 
Six  Months  after  date  hereof — These 
are  therefore  to  authorize  and  require 
you  to  survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed, 
unto  the  said  John  Parkinson  at  the  place 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  Method  of 
Townships  appointed,  the  said  Quantity 
of  three  hundred  Acres,  if  not  already 
surveyed  or  appropriated,  and  make  return 
thereof  into  the  Secretary’s  Office,  in 
order  for  Confirmation;  for  which  this 
shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant:  Which 
Warrant  and  Survey,  in  case  the  said 
John  Parkinson  fulfil  the  above  agree¬ 
ment  within  Six  Months  from  the  Date 
hereof,  shall  be  valid,  otherwise  void. 
WITNESS  RICHARD  PENN,  Esq; 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Commissioner 
of  Property  of  the  said  Province,  who, 
by  virtue  of  certain  Powers  from  the  said 
Proprietaries,  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand, 
and  caused  the  Seal  of  the  Land  Office 
to  be  hereunto  affixed  at  Philadelphia, 
this  seventh  Day  of  August  Anno 
Domino,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Seventy  three 

To  John  Lukens,  Surveyor-General. 

Richard  Penn,  whose  signature  com¬ 
pleted  this  document,  was  a  grandson  of 
William  Penn.  Thus  John  Parkinson  was 
the  original  grantee  and  first  white  man 
upon  the  property.  Scull’s  map  of  1770 
shows  that  there  was  but  one  road  and 
trail  from  Philadelphia  to  this  land, 
through  Reading  direct  to  Fort  Augusta 
(now  Sunbury)  at  the  junction  of  the 
west  and  northeast  branches  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  River.  The  trail  beyond,  up  the 
northeast  branch,  was  scarcely  worthy  of 
the  name,  the  river  being  the  guiding  fea¬ 
ture  for  fifty  miles  above  Fort  Augusta 
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to  Shickshinning  Creek.  Scull  depicted 
three  cabins  upon  the  north  bank  of  the 
northeastern  Susquehanna  near  the  place 
where  Shickshinning  Creek  joins  the 
river;  he  omitted  this  creek  entirely,  but 
outlined  and  named  Briar  Creek,  close  to 
the  land  under  notice.  The  “Indian  cab- 
bin”  is  not  upon  this  map,  unless  it  was 
the  “Indian  Fort”  that  Scull  depicted 
about  five  miles  westward  over  Hunting¬ 
don  Mountain  from  the  exact  location  of 
John  Parkinson’s  land.  Duplicates  of  both 
the  original  grant  and  of  the  survey  are 
now  owned  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  survey  is  filed  in  the  Department  of 
Internal  Affairs  at  Harrisburg}  a  later 
indorsement  upon  the  back  of  it  reads: 
“8o  as.  99  ps  of  this  tract  lies  within 
the  certified  towp.  of  Salim  one  of  the 
17  townships  in  Luzerne  co.”  The  sur¬ 
vey  was  indorsed:  “Northumberland. 
John  Parkinson.  3ioas  &  allow**.  53 
Northum’d”;  and  it  reads: 

A  Draught  of  a  Tract  of  land  called - 

Situate  on  Shickshinning  Creek  (which  emptys 
into  the  North  East  branch  of  Susquehanna 
River  between  Wioming  Falls  and  Waphal- 
lapane  on  the  Westerly  side  of  said  Branch) 
adjoining  and  above  land  surveyed  for  Rich¬ 
ard  Smith  on  said  Creek  in  the  County  of 
Northumberland  Containing  three  hundred  & 
ten  Acres  besides  the  Usual  allowance  of  6 
P.C1  for  Roads  &  Surveyed  the  25th  Day  of 
Novemr  1773  for  John  Parkinson.  In  Pur¬ 
suance  of  A  Warrant  Dated  the  7th  Day  of 
August  1773  by  Chas.  Stewart  Dy.  Surr 
To  John  Lukens,  Esqr  Survey1-.  Gen1. 

The  general  situation  into  which  John 
Parkinson  launched  himself  here  on  the 
Susquehanna  River  in  1773  scarcely  could 
have  been  favorable  to  his  early  pros¬ 


pects.  It  was  a  proposition  that  required 
time  for  development  and  the  arrival  of 
new  settlers.  Had  he  been  older,  more  ex¬ 
perienced,  with  a  taste  for  creating  a 
farm,  and  with  a  family  there  present,  the 
disposition  to  settle  down  upon  his  land 
and  await  the  opportunities  that  might 
arise  from  an  increase  in  the  white  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  region  might  have  been 
patiently  cultivated.  None  of  these  incli¬ 
nations  seems  to  have  been  sufficient  to 
satisfy  him,  or  strong  enough  to  hold  him 
to  his  land,  if  he  purchased  other  than  as 
a  mere  speculation.  The  Indians  were  a 
menace}  five  years  later  they  massacred 
the  families  domiciled  at  Wyoming  a 
few  miles  further  up  the  river.  The  trou¬ 
bles  with  Great  Britain  were  leading  to 
unrest;  the  expected  new  settlers  became 
less  adventurous.  A  year  and  a  half  after 
purchasing  his  land  it  remained  unsold; 
but  on  February  2,  177 5,  Reverend  Dr. 
William  Smith  of  the  College  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  by  purchasing  the  land,  induced 
him  to  join  Smith’s  far  more  promising 
settlement  at  Huntingdon  on  the  Juniata 
River,  where  John  Parkinson  next  ap¬ 
pears  of  record.  The  moment  was  auspi¬ 
cious;  it  was  in  177 5;  previously  had  oc¬ 
curred  the  “Boston  Tea  Party,”  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  port,  and  the  “Boston  Massa¬ 
cre,”  followed  by  patriotic  demonstrations 
at  large;  and  then  came  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Wherever  the  actual 
transaction  for  the  land  occurred,  at 
Huntingdon  or  Philadelphia,  it  is  more 
than  conjectural  that  the  two  men  met  on, 
or  shortly  before,  the  day  of  sale.  The 
original  deed  of  sale  to  Dr.  Smith  was 
not  recorded  as  a  separate  document  any¬ 
where  in  Pennsylvania,  hence  John  Par- 
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kinson  may  have  merely  indorsed  a  copy 
of  his  original  grant  and  turned  it  over  to 
the  buyer,  as  was  frequently  done  at  that 
time.  Proof  of  the  sale,  however,  is  not 
wanting.  This  tract  of  land  has  “changed 
hands”  a  number  of  times  since  1775,  and 
the  last  holders  of  it  doubtless  possess 
some  of  the  various  deeds  of  its  successive 
owners.  Recourse  was  had  to  a  personal 
search  in  the  Department  of  Internal  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Pennsylvania  at  Harrisburg,  with 
the  following  result: 

[ Original  Patents ,  File  No.  H  74.4 64  ]  : 

APPLICATION  For  Patent  when  the 
Present  Owner  Can  give  a  complete  statement 
of  the  Title  from  the  Warrantee  or  other  per¬ 
son  who  took  out  the  Office  Right. 

We  Nelson  B.  Stackhouse  and  McDowell 
Stackhouse  of  Briar  Creek  Township  in  the 
county  of  Columbia  the  present  owners  of  two 
hundred  thirty  four  acres  and  twenty  four 
4/10  perches,  and  allowance  of  land,  now 
situated  in  the  township  of  Briar  Crek  [5/c] 
and  county  of  Columbia,  being  part  of  a  tract 
of  land  surveyed  on  a  warrant  to  John  Par¬ 
kinson  dated  the  seventh  day  of  August  1773 
herewith  forward  the  amount  of  purchase 
money,  interest  and  fees  due  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  request  that  a  patent  shall  be  is¬ 
sued  in  our  names  for  the  said  tract,  so  far  as 
the  same  is  covered  by  our  titles. 

STATEMENT  OF  TITLE 

Deed  John  Parkinson  to  Dr.  William  Smith 
dated  Feb.  2d.  1775:  Deed  Dr.  William  Smith 
&  wf.  to  Williamina  E.  Smith,  dated  May 
15th  1783;  The  said  Williamina  E.  Smith 
having  intermarried  with  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  both  died  leaving  issue,  viz:  Deed 
Sarah  Y.  Goldsborough,  Louisa  Gouldsbor- 
ough,  James  B.  Steel  and  Sarah  Y.  Steel; 
F.  I.  Henry  and  Williamina  E.  E.  Henry  all 


heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Williamina 
E.  Goldsborough,  late  Williamina  E.  Smith 
to  Nicholas  L.  Goldsborough,  dated  Sept.  2nd. 
1842,  Recorded  in  Columbia  County  in  Deed 
Bk.  “I”  pages  125  &c:  Deed  Nicholas  L. 
Goldsborough  to  Joseph  Stackhouse  dated  Nov. 
14th  1842.  Recorded  in  Deed  Bk.  “I”  127; 
for  3x0  A:  Reserving  80A.  99  P  released  by 
Dr.  William  Smith  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Penna.  Deed  Joseph  Stackhouse  to  N.  B. 
Stackhouse  dated  Aug.  12th  1875  for  171  A. 
of  the  above  Deed  Joseph  Stackhouse  to  Mc¬ 
Dowell  Stackhouse  dated  Mar.  3rd  1874  for 
1 06 A.  of  the  above  Recorded  in  Deed  Book 
No.  28  pages  269  &c. 

Nelson  B.  Stackhouse 

McDowell  Stackhouse 

That  Dr.  Smith  encouraged  and  de¬ 
sired  John  Parkinson  to  locate  in  Barre 
Township,  Bedford  County,  must  be  be¬ 
lieved;  and  this  influence  apparently  was 
the  deciding  factor  in  the  turning  of  his 
steps  thither.  Barre  Township,  Bedford 
County,  out  of  a  part  of  which  Hunting¬ 
don  was  planned,  had  been  organized 
with  four  other  townships  in  1767,  and 
contained  then  quite  a  number  of  families. 
The  site  of  Huntingdon  was  called  Stand¬ 
ing  Stone,  at  first,  because  a  shaft  of  stone 
fourteen  feet  high  and  six  inches  wide 
stood  there  as  an  ancient  emblem  revered 
by  the  Indians,  who  carried  off  the  most 
of  it  when  the  white  men  forced  them 
away.  Another  similar  stone  has  been  since 
set  up  directly  in  front  of  the  lot  on  which 
Elizabeth  Parkinson,  sister  of  George  W. 
Parkinson,  son  of  the  said  John  Parkin¬ 
son,  resided  after  1800.  Standing  Stone 
was  renamed  Huntingdon  after  Selina, 
Countess  of  Huntingdon,  of  England, 
benefactress  of  Dr.  Smith’s  College  of 
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Philadelphia.  Huntingdon  borough,  or 
town,  was  set  off  from  Barre  Township 
after  John  Parkinson  had  arrived  at 
Huntingdon.  The  tax  lists  are  in  part  pre¬ 
served  in  the  courthouse  of  Bedford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  at  Bedford.  In 
that  part  of  the  tax  list  of  1779  for  Barre 
headed,  “Personal  Property”  appears  the 
entry  of  his  first  discoverable  assessment, 
viz.: 

“John  Parkinson,  Horse  Driver,  Two 
horned  cattle,  Ready  money  £38.” 

That  he  had  become  a  married  man  be¬ 
fore  the  day  in  1779  on  which  he  was  as¬ 
sessed  is  certain,  for  his  name  appears  in 
that  part  of  the  said  tax  list  devoted  to  the 
names  of  married  men  holding  personal 
property,  the  unmarried  men,  taxable, 
were  all  listed  under  the  heading  of  “Sin¬ 
gle  Freemen.”  As  his  son,  George  Wash¬ 
ington  Parkinson,  is  hereinafter  proved  to 
have  been  born  in  1779  or  1780  (the  ex¬ 
act  month  and  day  in  that  period  not  be¬ 
ing  recorded),  the  marriage  need  not  have 
occurred  before  1778  or  1779.  Further 
records  of  John  Parkinson  strongly  sug¬ 
gest  that  he  had  been  necessarily  a  factor 
in  the  region  for  several  years  before 

1779.  He  was  married  to  Mary  - , 

whose  maiden  name,  though  not  proved, 
was  most  probably  Eakins,  perhaps,  a 
sister,  or  daughter,  of  William  Eakins, 
innkeeper  of  Carlisle  in  the  adjoining 
Cumberland  County  and  later  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  with  whom  their  son,  George 
Washington  Parkinson,  resided  for  ten 
years  or  more  before  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age.  No  records  of  birth,  of  mar¬ 
riage,  or  burial  were  kept  anywhere  in 
Bedford  County  at  this  time;  there  are  no 
marriage  records  at  Carlisle  thus  early.  If 
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a  license  to  marry  was  obtained  through 
some  judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
clergyman,  record  of  its  issuance  and  “re¬ 
turn,”  if  ever  officially  set  down,  is  lost 
with  many  others  of  the  same.  The  mar¬ 
riage  could  only  have  been  performed  at 
Huntingdon  by  Reverend  Dr.  William 
Smith  upon  one  of  his  several  visits  there. 
No  other  clergyman  came  thereabouts,  to 
remain  more  than  a  day,  or  two,  until  years 
afterward,  according  to  Africa’s  History 
of  Huntingdon  County.  That  John  Par¬ 
kinson  found  himself  in  a  lively  settle¬ 
ment  among  numerous  Scottish-Irishmen, 
the  most  prominent  of  whom  were  dis¬ 
tillers  of  spirits,  is  proved  by  their  deeds, 
wills,  and  inventories  mentioning  their 
stills.  Furs  and  the  product  of  the  stills 
formed  the  chief  shipments  to  Philadel¬ 
phia.  This  commerce  was  maintained  by 
wagons  which  returned  from  the  markets 
of  the  city  laden  with  merchandise.  Sev¬ 
eral  distillers  would  unite  in  sending  out 
their  product.  The  trip  to  Philadelphia 
and  return  required  about  a  month.  As  his 
first  known  occupation  at  Huntingdon  was 
that  of  a  “Horse  Driver,”  then  clearly 
meaning  in  connection  with  transportation 
to  places  outside  of  the  small  village  on 
the  river  bank,  John  Parkinson  may  have 
been  chosen  to  “go  to  market”;  it  will  be 
exhibited  herein  that  he  was  claimed  to 
have  the  custody  of  a  horse,  sold  or  sup¬ 
plied  to  him  by  one  of  the  distillers,  and  a 
stock  of  distilled  spirits. 

The  most  interesting  document  of  John 
Parkinson’s  sojourn  at  Huntingdon  is 
suggestive  of  conditions  usually  present 
in  a  new  settlement  before  the  laws  be¬ 
came  efficiently  administered  in  its  streets. 
So  closely  does  the  handwriting  of  the 
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preamble  resemble  that  of  John  Parkin¬ 
son  that  one  is  led  to  believe  it  to  be  in  his 
handwriting.  The  county  court  was  held 
at  Bedford,  sixty  miles  away.  The  exact 
date  of  this  petition  cannot  be  given,  but 
it  was  prepared  shortly  after  Huntingdon 
became  a  town  separate  from  Barre  in 

1779,  hence  written  in  that  year,  or  in 

1780.  The  records  of  the  county  court  at 
Bedford  show  that  on  February  12,  1779, 
Matthew  Dean  was  commissioned  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  county,  but  he  resided  at 
Frankstown,  twenty  miles  from  Hunting¬ 
don.  The  creation  of  a  separate  magis¬ 
trate’s  court  at  Huntingdon  having  been 
opposed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
parts  of  Bedford  County  the  petition  was 
not  granted: 

[Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Miscel¬ 
laneous  MSS ,  Northern ,  Interior  and  West¬ 
ern  Counties ]  :  (Original  petition,  formerly 
in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.) 

TO  his  Excellency  the  President, 
and  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 
Pennsylvania: 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Huntingdon,  at  Standing 
Stone,  Bedford  County  .  .  .  HUMBLY 
SHEWETH 

That  your  Petitioners  live  in  a  very  thick 
settled  part  of  the  County  but  at  a  distance 
from  the  Residence  of  any  Magistrate;  That 
in  Consequence  of  this  the  Laws  are  daily 
broken;  Drunkeness,  gambling,  Horse  racing 
on  Sundays,  and  almost  every  Species  of  Im¬ 
morality  carried  on  to  the  great  Disturbance  of 
your  Petitioners,  to  the  Injury  of  the  Morals 
of  the  People  at  large,  to  the  disgrace  of  Good 
Government  and  withall  very  unpleasing  in 
the  Sight  of  God. 


Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  hope 
that  Council,  taking  these  Matters  unto  their 
Wise  Consideration,  will  see  the  Necessity  of 
appointing  some  sober,  discreet  &  worthy  Per¬ 
son  as  Magistrate  in  the  above  Town. 

&  Your  Petitioners  &c. 

[as  signed] 

Jacob  Armitage  Thomas  Edmiston 
Cap1  Edward  Rickets  Jacob  Hall 

John  Parkinson 
Abraham  Hains 
Charles  Bruderlein 
John  Davison 
Alexander  Dean 
John  Dean 
his 

Thomas  X  Vaugen 
mark 
John  Siedmor 
William  Weston 
James  Knight 
John  Spanogle 
David  McMurtie 
John  Patton 
Zebulon  Moore’s  mark 

The  significance  of  this  document, 
apart  from  its  favorable  characterization 
of  John  Parkinson,  is  that  it  constitutes 
the  first  formal  procedure  toward  the 
founding  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon, 
taken  by  a  few  representative  men  of  that 
northern  half  of  the  large  county  of  Bed¬ 
ford.  Moreover,  it  is  particularly  to  be 
noted  that  the  impelling  motive,  or  pur¬ 
pose,  of  the  petitioners  for  the  establish¬ 
ing  of  a  new  jurisdiction  was  not  the  usual 
one  of  political  advantage  and  ambition 
for  the  creation  of  a  separate  power  and 
authority ;  instead,  the  purpose  specifi- 


Solomon  Sell 
John  Sell 
Ibrosom  Sell 

Thomas - 

George  Swank 
Cunrod  Swank 
John  Bittle 
John  Edmiston 
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cally  defined  was  the  enhancement  of  the 
morality  of  the  community.  This  is  the 
only  known  petition,  presented  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  the  creation  of  a  new  juris¬ 
diction,  that  was  based,  by  its  subscribers, 
upon  purely  moral  grounds.  Seven  years 
later  the  complete  hopes  of  the  petitioners 
were  realized  in  the  formation  of  the  new 
county  of  Huntingdon. 

John  Parkinson  had  left  Huntingdon, 
permanently,  sometime  in  the  year  1781, 
for  certain  records  of  civil  suits  brought 
against  him  before  the  county  court,  in 
January,  1782,  at  Bedford  sixty  miles 
away,  specifically  designate  him  as  “late 
of  the  county  of  Bedford,”  but  not  de¬ 
ceased.  First,  we  note  the  absence  of  his 
name  in  the  tax  assessment  lists  for  1780, 
whereas  he  figured  in  the  lists  for  1779 
and  1781.  On  the  list  of  taxes  collected  by 
William  Long,  the  collector  for  Barre 
Township  in  which  Huntingdon  was  lo¬ 
cated,  in  1781,  and  preserved  in  the  com¬ 
missioner’s  office  at  Bedford,  there  is  en¬ 
tered  the  bare  item:  “John  Parkison  12 
sh.  6  p”  (12  shillings,  6  pence). 

State  and  county  taxes  were  listed  sepa¬ 
rately.  The  above  tax  may  have  been  the 
state  tax,  for  on  another  list  for  1781 
occurs  the  name  “John  Parkison”  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  figures  “415,”  there  being 
nothing  to  indicate  whether  the  figures 
meant  pounds,  or  dollars.  “Hard  times” 
caused  by  the  War  of  the  Revolution  hit 
John  Parkinson.  Upon  the  back  of  this 
same  last  said  tax  list  is  written:  “John 
Parkison  appointed  collector,  10  days.,” 
meaning  collector  (not  assessor)  of  taxes 
for  the  district  of  Huntingdon  with  an  al¬ 
lowance  of  ten  days’  pay  for  making  the 
collections.  Was  not  this  a  position  of 


trust  and  honor  for  a  young  man  in  whom 
was  thus  reposed  the  confidence  of  the 
community?  As  to  the  amount  of  his  pay 
or  percentage  for  collecting  the  tax  money 
at  Huntingdon  and  delivering  the  collec¬ 
tion  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  at  Bed¬ 
ford  courthouse,  it  may  be  illustrated  by 
an  item  revealing  the  hardness  of  the 
times : 

At  the  July  sessions  of  the  Bedford  county 
court,  1780:  “The  court  proceeded  to  regu¬ 
late  the  Price  of  Laborers,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  the  same  shall  be  estimated  and  rated  at 
26  dollars  each  man  per  day.”  The  October 
sessions  continued  the  same  rate.  Unexplained, 
this  would  appear  extravagant,  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  standard  of  value  was 
the  dollar  in  continental  currency,  which  had 
rapidly  shrunk  in  worth  as  contrasted  with 
specie.  When  measured  by  the  specie  standard, 
the  price  of  a  day’s  labor  was  worth  about 
forty  cents.  The  paper  currency  of  the  coun¬ 
try  depreciated  so  rapidly  in  value  that  it  was 
necessary  to  establish  some  rate  of  exchange, 
and  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  act  of  April  3,  1781,  fixed  a  scale  of  de¬ 
preciation  for  each  month  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1777  to  the  end  of  February, 
1781.  In  July,  1780,  it  required  sixty-four 
and  one-half  dollars  in  paper  to  equal  one 
dollar  in  specie.  [ Historic  Huntingdon ,  by 
Hon.  R.  A.  Orbison,  p.  19.] 

The  position  of  tavern  keeper  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  of  much  importance  and,  as 
a  rule,  the  trust  was  reposed  only  in  men 
of  good  personal  character.  The  early 
sheriffs  and  judges  often  were  the  keepers 
of  taverns.  The  latter  vocation  led  them 
directly  to  public  office.  The  church  and 
the  tavern  were  the  only  two  places  of  in¬ 
door  public  gatherings,  and  the  tavern  was 
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like  an  oasis  for  both  man  and  beast. 
Town  meetings  and  meetings  of  church 
officials  were  often  held  at  a  tavern.  If 
the  tavern  was  closed  during  the  hours  of 
divine  service  it  reopened  with  the  closing 
of  the  service,  and  received  the  people 
from  the  church,  the  same  as  nowadays  in 
England.  For  the  many  years  before  for¬ 
mal  courthouses  were  erected  the  sessions 
of  court  were  held  at  taverns.  In  the 
olden  time  the  tavern  was  not  only  the 
home  of  its  owner,  but  a  social  center  for 
everybody.  In  the  winter  of  1780  or  1781 
John  Parkinson  decided  to  open  a  tavern 
at  Huntingdon.  He  prepared  the  neces¬ 
sary  petition,  obtained  to  it  the  signatures 
of  the  requisite  number  of  friends  and  in¬ 
fluential  citizens,  and  presented  or  caused 
it  to  be  presented  to  the  Bedford  County 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  (the  licensing 
authority),  the  justices  of  which  court  at 
the  term  in  April,  1781,  acted  as  per  the 
following  entry  in  the  minutes  of  the 
court  among  a  list  of  names  of  other  peti¬ 
tioners  for  similar  rights  in  other  parts  of 
the  county,  viz.:  “Tavern  Keepers  Rec¬ 
ommended  .  .  .  John  Parkison,  Li¬ 

cense.”  In  compliance  with  the  statutes  of 
Pennsylvania  the  clerk  of  the  Bedford 
County  Court  immediately  forwarded  a 
report  of  the  court’s  action  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

[ Pennsylvania  State  Library.  Provincial  Pa- 

fers,  LX XV III,  73]  : 

John  Parkison  Recommended  by  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  of  Bedford, 
at  the  April  session,  1781,  to  the  Supreme  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  Pa.  for  a  tavern  keeper  in 
the  county  of  Huntingdon.  License  granted  on 
payment  of  £1 : 10. 


What  experience  he  had  then  had  in 
that  business  is  unknown.  His  presumed 
father-in-law  or  brother-in-law,  William 
Eakins,  is  of  record  as  a  tavern  keeper  at 
Carlisle  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  later  came  to  Huntingdon. 
John  Parkinson’s  venture  at  Huntingdon 
was  unsuccessful  and  brief.  Although  he 
had  left  Huntingdon  before  January, 
1782,  as  the  court  records  prove,  he  was 
still  liable  for  taxes  accrued  during  some 
months  previous  which  became  due  early 
in  1782.  In  the  county  list  of  “Resi- 
denters”  whose  taxes  became  due  early  in 
1782,  under  the  heading  “Huntingdon 
Twp”  are  two  entries,  showing  that  “John 
Parkinson”  stood  charged,  first,  for  a 
state  of  Pennsylvania  tax,  with  £1  11 
shillings  4  pence  of  “State  money” 
(meaning  paper  money,  then  of  fluctuat¬ 
ing  value),  £3.2  shillings  “Hard  money”  j 
and  he  stood  liable  on  a  Bedford  County 
poll  tax  of  “16  s  [hillings]  iod”  (pence) 
in  county  money  and  hard  money,  county 
money  perhaps  meaning  in  “country 
pay.”  The  spaces  opposite  his  name  in  the 
column  in  which  the  number  of  acres  of 
land,  horses,  and  cows  of  taxables  were 
entered  are  blank.  This  first  tax  embraced 
the  license  money  for  the  tavern. 

The  second  list  for  1782  shows  that 
“John  Parkinson”  had  been  assessed  by 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  on  £29,  pos¬ 
sibly  on  the  stock  of  merchandise  in  his 
tavern,  the  amount  payable  being  twelve 
shillings,  four  and  one-half  pence  in 
State  money,  and  to  the  county  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  two  shillings,  three  pence,  on  the 
probable  same  stock  in  the  tavern,  the  two 
shillings  being  payable  in  paper  or  county 
money  and  the  three  pence  in  hard 
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money.  No  assessments  for  a  license  or  on 
the  property  of  John  Parkinson  appear  of 
record  afterward. 

That  he  was  a  “man  of  family”  in  1781 
is  already  established.  That  he  then  had 
become  the  father  of  a  son  is  confirmed  in 
several  ways,  secondly,  by  records  to  be 
quoted  herein,  and,  first,  by  the  fact 
that  a  Parkinson  child  was  baptized  about 
that  time  by  the  Episcopalian  minister, 
Rev.  William  Smith,  D.D.,  the  founder 
of  Huntingdon,  as  is  shown  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  quotation  from  page  436  of  Af¬ 
rica’s  History  of  Huntingdon  County: 

The  following  item  was  received  from 
Mrs.  Hannah  Spencer  many  years  ago  through 
Judge  Adams: — About  1774  Dr.  William 
Smith  preached  at  Standing  Stone  and  pub¬ 
lished  notice  that  he  would  baptize  the  children 
that  might  be  presented  to  receive  the  ordi¬ 
nance.  To  the  surprise  of  all  about  eighty  chil¬ 
dren  were  baptized  in  one  day,  and  she  thinks 
he  was  the  first  clergyman  of  any  denomina¬ 
tion  that  administered  baptism  in  the  county, 
unless  it  might  be  the  Catholic.  Among  those 
baptized  by  Dr.  Smith  on  the  first  occasion  re¬ 
ferred  to,  or  on  another  occasion  afterwards, 
the  names  of  the  following  well  known  fami¬ 
lies  occur: — Brotherline,  Parkinson,  Edmiston, 
Sell,  Swank,  Dean,  Weston,  Spanogle,  Near- 
koof,  Drake,  Sidmore,  Enyeart,  Shirley,  Hoff¬ 
man  and  Westbrook. 

These  baptisms  must  include  that  of 
George  Parkinson,  son  of  John  Parkinson, 
for  there  was  no  other  Parkinson  family 
in  or  near  Huntingdon  County  at  the 
times  when  John  Parkinson  lived  there 
and  the  Reverend  Dr.  Smith  visited  there. 
Though  he  was  the  founder  and  owner  of 
Huntingdon  and  the  township  of  Smith- 
field,  it  is  noted  in  Africa’s  History  of 


Huntingdon  County  that  his  visits  to 
Huntingdon  were  few,  and  occurred  be¬ 
fore  1790.  The  baptism  of  a  Parkinson 
child  by  Dr.  Smith  could  only  mean 
George  Washington  Parkinson,  the  only 
known  child  living,  when  Dr.  Smith  last 
visited  Huntingdon,  of  John  Parkinson 
by  his  wife  Mary* 

The  Mrs.  Hannah  Spencer  who  had 
the  evidence  of  the  early  baptisms  died 
more  than  fifty  years  ago;  Judge  Adams 
and  J.  S.  Africa,  the  excellent  historian, 
also  long  since  passed  away;  and  neither 
the  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church  (who 
reports  having  the  church  records  back 
only  to  1821),  nor  any  other  living  citi¬ 
zen  interested  in  Huntingdon  families 
and  records,  knows  of  the  present  where¬ 
abouts  of  that  record  of  early  baptisms 
by  Dr.  Smith  between  1774  and  1784. 
The  only  men  distinctly  of  Barre  Town¬ 
ship,  as  apart  from  Huntingdon  village, 
identified  in  the  existing  records  as  having 
had  important  personal  relations  with 
John  Parkinson  are  Patrick  Leonard,  later 
of  record  as  his  friend,  the  justice  of  the 
peace  Matthew  Dean  of  Frankstown,  a 
prominent  and  well-to-do  farmer  and  dis¬ 
tiller  who  died  in  1781,  and  Samuel  An¬ 
derson  of  Barre  and  Frankstown  who,  as 
a  co-executor  of  the  estate  of  Matthew 
Dean,  took  advantage  of  John  Parkinson’s 
absence  from  Huntingdon  to  obtain  and 
execute  against  him  a  judgment  in  the 
civil  court  which  Parkinson  was  not  pres¬ 
ent  to  defend.  Leonard  came  forward  and 
paid  the  amount  of  the  judgment  to  Sam¬ 
uel  Anderson  in  behalf  of  John  Parkin¬ 
son,  during  the  latter’s  absence.  Leonard 
was  much  the  eldest  and,  perhaps,  an  em¬ 
ployer  of  John  Parkinson  at  some  time. 
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John  Parkinson,  in  order  to  develop 
the  business  in  which  he  had  courageously 
embarked  at  an  unfavorable  time  seems  to 
have  become  seriously  indebted  to  several 
men  of  Huntingdon  County,  at  least  they 
so  claimed.  The  state  of  war  then  existing, 
with  its  accompanying  evils  of  paper 
money,  then  of  but  a  slight  and  changing 
value  (and  utterly  valueless  unless  the 
war  should  be  ended  in  favor  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  as  against  Great  Britain),  and  of  the 
depression  of  trade,  restrictions  upon  the 
development  of  outlying  towns,  and  the 
entire  stoppage  of  the  flow  of  settlers 
thereto  from  the  east  and  from  abroad, 
must  have  had  ill  effect  upon  his  ventures, 
for  we  find  him  involved  in  law  suits  both 
in  his  own  behalf  and  against  him.  He 
was  forced  into  insolvency.  He  contracted 
debts  payable  in  hard  money,  and  the  spe¬ 
cie  rose  to  such  heights  of  cost  and  the 
current  paper  money  which  he  received 
fell  so  low  that  the  walls  of  barber  shops 
were  papered  with  it.  Financially,  he  was 
one  of  the  many  men  ruined  by  the  war. 
He  was  too  young  for  such  a  catastrophe. 
The  suits  against  him  began  first,  and  soon 
outweighing  his  own  just  claims,  he  be¬ 
came  discouraged,  and,  ultimately,  to  pre¬ 
serve  his  liberty  was  forced  to  remove 
himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
county,  as  the  law  then  was  that  old,  un¬ 
just,  and  iniquitous  one  whereby,  in  a 
civil  action  of  debt  or  damages,  the  de¬ 
fendant  could  be  imprisoned  until  full 
satisfaction  was  rendered  to  a  plaintiff. 
Leaving  behind  nearly  everything  he 
owned  for  the  opponents,  he  protected  his 
liberty  of  action  as  best  he  could  in  an  ef¬ 
fort,  elsewhere,  to  redeem  his  affairs. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  efforts  in 


behalf  of  his  two  children,  George  and 
Elizabeth,  and  for  his  wife  to  join  him, 
they  did  not  join  him  but  remained  at 
Huntingdon,  where  some  of  his  wife’s 
relatives  probably  appeared,  especially  if 
William  Eakins  was  her  father  or 
brother.  Further  misfortune  seems  to 
have  befallen  him,  for  he  never  returned 
to  Huntingdon,  and  the  time  and  place  of 
his  death  are  unknown. 

The  civil  action  first  of  notice  was 
brought  by  Ludvick  Sills  who  sued  for 
£27  17^.  in  specie.  No  further  record  of 
the  case  appears.  To  be  noted  in  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  bill  of  complaint  are  the  words  “late 
of  Bedford  county,”  the  plaintiff  thus 
knowing  that  John  Parkinson  was  not 
then  present  to  defend  himself.  [ Bedford 
County  SS  No.  4  of  January  Term 
MD  CCLXXXII.  ] 

John  Parkinson  being  unable  to  collect 
a  debt  of  £18  11s.  6d.  before  leaving 
Huntingdon  assigned  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  collection,  to  a  friend  who  succeeded  as 
the  following  Nar ,  etc.,  reveals  (unless 
one  may  assume  that  Price  was  a  creditor 
of  Parkinson  and  Cheney  the  latter’s 
surety):  [ Bedford  County  SS.  No.  6  of 
April  Term  MDCCLXXXII] 5  Robert 
Price  for  the  use  of  John  Parkinson  v. 
Gilbert  Cheney  of  Barre.  The  execution 
record  in  “Vol.  1—4,”  page  46,  shows  that 
Gilbert  Cheney  paid  the  judgment  and 
costs,  £23,  12 s.  4 d.  in  all.  But  long  ere 
then  John  Parkinson  had  suffered  the  on¬ 
slaughts  of  Samuel  Anderson  and  others, 
which  seem  to  have  contributed  to  prevent 
Parkinson  from  realizing  in  beneficial 
time  the  benefit  of  anything  that  may 
have  been  due  to  him  from  Cheney. 
Samuel  Anderson,  acting  merely  as  an 
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executor  of  an  estate  which  he  was  en¬ 
deavoring  to  close  up,  planned  to  get 
John  Parkinson  into  his  power,  com¬ 
pletely,  by  depriving  him  of  his  liberty, 
under  the  statute  permitting  imprison¬ 
ment  for  debt;  fortunately,  in  that  par¬ 
ticular,  Parkinson  escaped  his  clutches. 

The  chief  article  of  produce  for  export 
in  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania  was 
whiskey.  There  was  no  national  tax  upon  it 
and  no  license  was  required  for  its  manu¬ 
facture.  The  Scottish-Irish  had  always 
made  it  in  Ireland,  and  they  continued  to 
make  it  in  Pennsylvania.  Doubtless  John 
Parkinson  with  his  horse  and  wagon  had 
transported  many  loads  of  it  to  market 
for  the  distillers.  It  was  quite  in  order  of 
progress  for  him  to  become  a  tavern 
keeper.  Doubtless  John  Parkinson  pur¬ 
chased  Ludwick  Sells’  tavern,  but  the 
death  of  his  friend  and  probable  former 
employer,  Matthew  Dean,  seems  to  have 
deprived  John  of  some  privileges  he  had 
enjoyed,  as  Dean’s  executors  forced  their 
ending.  The  Nar  in  the  Anderson  case  is 
interesting  as  showing  that  the  great  prod¬ 
uct  in  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania, 
whiskey,  was  far  more  valuable  than  paper 
money  in  1781,  and,  after  the  death  of 
Matthew  Dean,  in  1781,  was  to  serve  as 
currency  for  John  Parkinson’s  payment  to 
Dean’s  executor,  Anderson,  for  a  mare, 
the  suit  being  for  the  collection  of  the 
whiskey.  [ Bedford  County  SS.,  No.  7,  of 
October  Term  AdDCCLXXXII .]  In  the 
continuance  docket  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  of  Bedford  County,  II,  126, 
October  term,  1782,  the  case  entered  in 
the  previous  April  as  aforesaid,  is  en¬ 
tered  as  follows,  showing  that  John  Par¬ 
kinson,  though  himself  absent,  was  repre¬ 
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sented  by  an  attorney,  though  not  obtain¬ 
ing  a  verdict  in  his  favor: 

No.  1.  Woods  [attorney],  Samuel  Ander¬ 
son  &  John  Canon,  Exors  of  Matthew  Dean 
Esqr*  deceased  vs  John  Parkinson  (Hamilton, 
attorney).  Capias  case.  Spr.  Bail.  Cont.  Jan. 
7,  1783.  Rule  to  declare  Cont.  April  Cont. 
Judgment  Nisi.  Cest.  3  Months.  Exit  Ca.  Sa. 
to  April  1784  No.  11. 

The  conclusion  of  this  case  is  entered  in 
the  Common  Pleas  Court  book  of  execu¬ 
tions  to  April  term,  1784,  'No.  11,  the 
debt  and  costs  being  entered  as  £21  12s. 
7 d.y  accompanied  by  the  capital  letters 
“N.E.I.,”  {non  est  investus).  Patrick 
Leonard  of  Barre  paid  the  judgment, 
viz.: 

12  Octr  Received  of  Patrick  Leonard  by 
his  son  Robert  £15:  4:  2  and  a  receipt  of  the 
Pltffs  to  P.  Leonard  for  £6:  8:  6  being  the 
above  Dams  [damages]  &  Costs;  D  Espy. 
(Clerk  of  the  court,  who  three  days  later  paid 
the  £18:  15  to  the  plaintiffs.) 

The  legal  view  is  that  Leonard  owed  to 
or  had  received  money  from  the  absent 
John  Parkinson  which  he  (Leonard)  paid 
to  the  court  either  with  or  without  Parkin¬ 
son’s  consent.  John  Parkinson  might  have 
returned  to  Huntingdon,  but  his  as¬ 
signee’s  suit  against  Peter  Reilly  had  been 
put  over,  and  Edward  Grey’s  suit  against 
him  had  resulted  in  the  attachment  and 
sale  of  his  (Parkinson’s)  goods.  Isaac 
Worrell,  a  farmer  of  Huntingdon,  was  a 
friend,  and  in  some  way  a  partner,  if  not  a 
relative  of  John  Parkinson.  This  fact 

*  This  Matthew  Dean,  a  justice  and  distiller  of 
Bedford  County,  had  dealings  with  Reuben  Haines, 
brewer,  of  Philadelphia.  [ Bedford  County  Deed  Book 
A,  p.  201.] 
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should  be  established,  hence  the  reference 
at  this  moment,  to  the  Nar  in  Parkinson  & 
Worrell  v.  Grey: 

[ Bedford  County  SS  No.  40  of  October  Term 

MDCCLXXX1I ] : 

John  Parkinson  and  Isaac  Worrell*  late  of 
Bedford  County  Yeomen  were  summoned  to 
answer  Edward  Grey  of  a  Plea  that  they  ren¬ 
der  unto  him  the  sum  of  Fourteen  Pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  in  Gold  or  Silver 
which  to  him  they  owe  and  unjustly  detain 
&c. ;  the  eighth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
two  at  the  county  aforesaid  the  date  whereof 
is  the  same  day  and  year  acknowledged  to  owe 
and  be  indebted  to  the  said  Edward  (etc)  in 
gold  or  silver  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Edward 
four  weeks  after  date  (etc). 

The  record  of  the  execution  in  the  July 
term  1783  (I-IV,  38)  for  this  case  bears 
the  characterization  “Fi.Fa.”  meaning  a 
judicial  writ  giving  the  plaintiff,  if  his 
suit  succeeds,  the  right  to  command  the 
sheriff  to  cause  seizure  to  be  made,  of  the 
goods,  chattels  or  real  estate  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  to  the  sum  claimed.  Then  there¬ 
under  are  entered  the  words,  “Levied  on 
goods.  Not  sold  for  want  of  buyers.” 

Isaac  Worrell,  assignee  of  John  Par¬ 
kinson,  sued  Peter  Reilly  [No.  23,  April 
term>  1784,  Court  of  Common  Pleas\ , 
the  Nar  of  which  is  missing.  Peter  Reilly 
was  indebted  to  John  Parkinson  £8  1 5 j.  5 
Isaac  Worrell  obtained  the  judgment  for 
John  Parkinson  and  levied  the  execution 
by  writ  of  fieri  facias ;  but  the  money  was 
not  secured  until  more  than  two  years 
after  John  Parkinson  had  been  driven 

*  Isaac  Worrell  was  the  first  deputy  elected  from 
Huntingdon  to  the  court  of  general  sessions  held  at 
Bedford  in  April,  1780. 


away  by  Sells,  Anderson,  and  Cannon, 
with  the  possible  help  or  conspiring  of 
Moses  Donaldson,  who  had  also  pounced 
upon  John  Parkinson  with  a  capias  case 
(of  which  the  Nar  is  missing),  No.  33, 
April  term,  1782.  [Continuance  Docket 
Book  2,  p.  113,  Court  of  Common  Pleas. \ 
In  justice  to  John  Parkinson,  it  should 
not  here  be  overlooked  that,  as  there  was 
no  execution  obtained  against  him  as  a 
debtor  of  Moses  Donaldson,  he  must 
have  satisfied  the  plaintiff,  unless  the  lat¬ 
ter  withdrew  his  claim. 

In  mentioning  these  business  complica¬ 
tions,  for  the  purpose  of  privately  an¬ 
swering  the  genealogical  questions  of  the 
identity  of  the  parents  of  the  boy,  George 
Parkinson,  and  his  sister,  Elizabeth,  and 
of  showing  the  causes  of  the  son’s  early 
isolation,  let  us  not  fail  to  remember  that 
however  overambitious  or  inexperienced 
John  Parkinson  was  as  a  young  man  ven¬ 
turing,  alone,  into  the  highly  adventurous 
affairs  of  that  wartime,  his  commercial 
mistakes,  if  such  they  were,  were  not 
charged  against  him  as  illegal  on  his  part. 
He  gave  up  everything,  save  subjecting 
himself  to  the  wicked  statute  permitting 
imprisonment  for  debt  (which  caused  so 
much  misery  until  it  was  abolished). 
Mary  Parkinson  thereafter  appears  of 
record  at  Huntingdon.  William  Eakins 
took  charge  of  the  boy,  George  Parkin¬ 
son,  and  properly  to  establish  his  au¬ 
thority  over  him  Eakins  had  the  boy 
bound  to  him  to  grow  up  in  his  service 
and  to  remain  therein  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age;  while  the  daughter,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Parkinson,  being  an  infant  in  1782, 
must  have  remained  under  the  authority 
and  care  of  her  mother. 
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That  William  Eakins  removed  to 
Huntingdon  not  long  after  John  Parkin¬ 
son’s  departure,  is  proved  by  the  tax  rec¬ 
ords  of  both  Bedford  and  Huntingdon 
counties  for  1784,  1785,  1786,  1787, 
1788,  etc.,  his  name  appearing  in  the  lists 
of  men  not  “Single  Freemen.”  It  seems 
impossible  to  consider  him  as  the  father  of 
Mary  Parkinson.  That  he  came  to  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  where  he  had  previously  held 
land  for  years  (probably  on  speculation), 
as  a  stranger  to  Mary  Parkinson  seems 
unreasonable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  she 
permitted  to  be  reposed  in  him  the  care 
and  formal  custody  of  one  of  her  two 
only  children  by  the  husband  John  Par¬ 
kinson.  While  there  is  no  record  proof  ex¬ 
tant,  known  to  us,  that  William  Eakins 
was  her  brother,  there  remains  the  ever¬ 
present,  haunting  idea  thereof  dominating 
both  the  visible  and  the  invisible  prospect. 
Why  did  William  Eakins  remove  from 
Carlisle  to  Huntingdon  at  that  significant 
and  critical  time?  Eleven  or  twelve  years 
after  William  Eakins  entered  into  these 
affairs,  the  said  indenture  proving  to  the 
youth,  George  W.  Parkinson,  undesirable 
for  continuance,  he  succeeded  in  his  effort 
to  become  apprenticed  to  another  master. 
The  two  documents  bearing  thereon  are: 

[ Court  of  Common  Pleas ,  Huntingdon 
County ,  Pennsylvania ,  January  Term , 
1795,  No.  17 — original  paper]  : 

Habeas  Corf  us  for  the  body  of  George  Par¬ 
kinson  to  William  Eakins. 

Huntingdon  County  SS.  The  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  TO  William  Eakins, 
Greeting;  we  Command  you  that  the  Body 
of  a  white  Boy  named  George  Parkinson  in 
your  Custody  detained  and  kept  as  an  appren¬ 
tice  as  is  said,  by  whatever  name  the  said  white 
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boy  may  be  detained,  under  safe  and  Secure 
Conduct,  Together  with  the  Cause  of  his 
being  detained,  you  have  before  the  Judges  of 
the  Honorable  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
and  for  our  said  County  of  Huntingdon  forth¬ 
with,  to  do  and  receive  whatsoever  our  Same 
Judges  Shall  Consider  in  that  behalf,  and  have 
you  then  there  this  writ. 

Witness,  James  Riddle  Esquire,  President, 
at  Huntingdon  the  twelfth  Day  of  November 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  ninety  four. 

Allowed  by  Hugh  Davison 

And  w  Henderson  Proth[onotary]. 

[ Court  of  Common  Pleas ,  Huntingdon 

County ,  Pennsylvaniay  January  Term , 

I195s  Book  B>  P-  721 : 

A.  Morrison 
[attorney] 

GEORGE  PARKINSON  ]  TT  , 

(  Habeas  Corpus 

VS  / 

WILLIAM  EAKINS  )  f<f  *he  Bp°dy 

of  George  Par¬ 
kinson.  Sheriff  returned  served.  Return  made 
continued  till  the  adjourned  Court. 

William  Eakins  gave  ^  „  .  .  .  ,  , 

0  I  1  o  bring  forth  the 

surety  in  £50.  f  bo<Jy  of  ^  Ge()rge 

John  Dean  gave  1  „  ,  .  .  , 

.  \  Parkinson  at  the  ad- 

surety  in  £50.  J  .  .  ~ 

journed  Court  on 

Tuesday  after  Franklin  Court. 

[The  expenses  of  this  action]  £;  2:  19:  I 

paid  by  W.  Eakens.  On  agreement  George 

Parkinson  is  discharged. 

[Huntingdon  County ,  Pennsylvania ,  Or¬ 
phan’s  Court ,  File  A.  41]  : 

The  Honorable  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  sitting  as  Judges  of  the  Orphan’s 
Court  for  the  County  aforesaid: 

The  Petition  of  George  Parkinson  Humbly 
Showeth 

That  he  is  above  the  age  of  fourteen  and 
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by  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  entitled 
to  chuse  a  Guardian  for  his  Person  and  Edu¬ 
cation.  He  therefore  Humbly  prays  that  your 
Honorable  Court  will  allow  him  to  chuse  a 
Guardian,  and  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty 
bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 


Huntingdon  County 
ioth  Feby  1785 

[Court  Record  Book  A ,  p.  44]  • 

The  said  George  appearing  in  Court  and 
making  a  choise  of  Alexander  Dean.  Where¬ 
upon  it  is  considered  by  the  Court  and  ordered 
that  Alexander  Dean  of  the  Town  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  be  appointed  Guardian  of  the  Person 
&  Estate  of  the  said  George  Parkinson. 

The  original  writ  in  this  action  proves 
that  George  Parkinson  had  become  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  before  November  12, 
1794,  hence  born  not  later  than  1780,  if 
not  in  1779.  He  served  out  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  to  Alexander  Dean,*  residing  with 
Dean  and  his  wife,  Anne  Dean.  Alexan¬ 
der  and  John  Dean  followed  John  Par¬ 
kinson  as  keepers  of  the  town  tavern  at 
Huntingdon,  as  is  shown  by  the  records 
of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions.  Alex¬ 
ander  was  an  important  and  respected  citi¬ 
zen.  We  find  him  repeatedly  named  in 
the  town  and  county  records  as  serving  in 

*  It  is  not  known  to  us  whether  Alexander  Dean 
and  Matthew  Dean  were  related.  Matthew  came  to 
Huntingdon  from  the  manor  of  Maske,  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Alexander,  if  old  enough,  may 
be  the  one  referred  to  in  the  will  of  Rev.  William 
Dean  of  “Nantmell,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.  1748.” 


various  public  offices.  He  is  mentioned  on 
page  443  of  the  History  of  Huntingdon 
County ,  by  J.  S.  Africa: 

Alexander  Dean  kept  a  public  house  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Second  Street.  He  had  a 
brother  John,  and  a  son  Alexander  who  be¬ 
came  a  Physician.  The  brick  kitchen  alone  now 
remains  of  what  once  was  the  hotel  of  the 
town. 

The  exact  location  of  this  tavern  is  lot 
No.  54  on  the  map  of  Huntingdon  as 
laid  out  by  William  Smith,  D.D.  In  the 
United  States  census  of  1800  George 
Parkinson  appears  to  be  included  as  a 
member  of  the  household  of  Alexander 
Dean,  as  one  of  the  two  minors  over  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age  which  Dean  then  re¬ 
ported.  Ere  this  time  there  lived  a  maid, 
by  name  Rebecca  Ross,  at  Lewistown 
some  miles  down  the  Juniata.  She  had 
lived  there  with  her  parents,  who  came 
from  Ireland  in  1783,  until  about  1795. 
Lewistown  and  Huntingdon  having  been 
the  two  principal,  as  well  as  neighboring, 
towns  on  the  river  the  residents  of  each 
occasionally  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
each  other. 

That  George  Parkinson  thereabouts 
met  and  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of 
Rebecca  Ross  and  her  father  and  mother, 
Oliver  and  Frances,  may  be  deemed  too 
supposititious  and  romantic  by  the  fini¬ 
cal-minded  to  be  true;  but  reasonable 
supposition  and  romance  are  both  legiti¬ 
mate,  customary,  and  indispensable  ad¬ 
juncts  of  genealogy,  without  which  the 
labor  of  compilation  would  be  dull,  in¬ 
deed,  and  the  reading  thereof  uninspir¬ 
ing.  Rebecca  Ross  wended  her  way  to 
Ohio  in  1795.  George  Parkinson,  “attain- 
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ing  his  majority”  in  1800  or  1801,  fol¬ 
lowed  and  found  Rebecca,  married  her, 
and  remained  in  Ohio.  But  that  is  another 
story.  He  told  his  children  that  he  was 
born  at  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania.  He 
named  his  first  child  Mary,  perhaps  after 
his  mother.  Mrs.  Addie  Eliza  Vander- 
grift’s  Ross  manuscript  (see  Ross  chap¬ 
ter)  refers  to  two  men  named  William 
Eakins  as  relatives  of  her  grandfather, 
Joseph  Eakins,  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio;  but  we  do  not  know  whether  Wil¬ 
liam  Eakins  of  Carlisle  and  Huntingdon 
was  one  of  these  men,  though  it  seems 
possible.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  fam¬ 
ily  of  Eakins  came  to  Pennsylvania  from 
the  province  of  Ulster  in  the  north  of 
Ireland.  George2  Parkinson  is  reported  to 
have  told  his  children  in  Ohio  that  he  had 
a  sister  in  Pennsylvania,  and  he  men¬ 
tioned  the  name  of  John  Parkinson.  One 
of  the  children,  the  late  Mrs.  Frances 
Eleanor3  (Parkinson)  Beveridge,  in  1917, 
quoted  to  us  the  name  of  John  Parkinson 
as  that  of  a  possible  brother  of  George2 
W.  Parkinson.  Mrs.  Beveridge  was  then 
aged  ninety-three  years  and  John  Parkin¬ 
son  had  become  but  a  mere  name  in  her 
mind.  Elizabeth  Parkinson,  sister  of 
George,  became  a  much-respected  young 
woman  at  Huntingdon  and,  incidentally, 
is  the  only  Parkinson  honored  with  spe¬ 
cial  mention  in  J.  S.  Africa’s  History  of 
Huntingdon  County.  She  became  old 
enough  before  1800  to  engage  in  some 
vocation  independent  of  her  mother,  for 
the  United  States  census  of  1 800  reveals 
that  she  was  not  residing  with  her  mother 
in  that  year: 

Elizabeth  Parkinson  lived  in  a  house  that 
stood  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Third  Street. 
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It  was  stated  by  some  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
that  the  first  building  erected  in  this  town  for 
religious  purposes  was  by  the  Catholic  citizens, 
and  that  it  stood  upon  this  ground.  The  brick 
residence  now  standing  thereon  was  erected  by 
Wm.  Orbison  in  1815.  J.  S.  Africa. 

The  famous  “Standing  Stone”  is  in  the 
street  in  front  of  this  lot.  The  present 
owner  and  occupant  of  the  property  (321 
Penn  Street),  Honorable  R.  A.  Orbison, 
attorney  and  historian,  informed  us  at 
Huntingdon,  in  1917,  that: 

Elizabeth  Parkinson  lived  in  a  house  on  the 
lot  where  I  live.  She  could  not  have  owned  the 
lot  as  Dr.  William  Smith,  D.D.,  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  town,  after  holding  the  lot  for 
years,  conveyed  it  in  1789  to  Bishop  Carroll 
of  Baltimore  of  the  Catholic  church,  who  con¬ 
veyed  it  in  1815  to  my  grandfather,  William 
Orbison.  Dr.  Smith,  who  was  an  Episcopalian 
clergyman,  baptized  a  number  of  children  here 
after  1774  and  among  the  names  were  the 
Parkinson  children,  no  Christian  names  being 
given.  Elizabeth  Parkinson  married  Dutton 
Lane,  the  elder,  of  Springfield  township,  this 
county,  April  30,  1805.  They  were  married 
by  Rev.  John  Johnston,  Presbyterian  minister 
at  Huntingdon.  He  came  here  from  Belfast, 
Ireland,  resided  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Second  and  Penn  streets  where  he  died  in 
1823.  The  records  of  many  of  his  marriages 
were  preserved  and  they  were  printed  by  Mr. 
Africa  in  his  history  of  this  county,  on  pages 
56,  57,  and  58.  Elizabeth  did  not  live  here 
after  her  marriage.  Dutton  Lane,  the  elder, 
was  in  Dublin  Township  in  1776,  afterwards 
in  Springfield  Township.  Elizabeth  Parkin¬ 
son  may  have  been  his  second  wife,  as  he  was 
older  than  she.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  had 
resided  as  stated,  probably  from  a  little  before 
1800. 

In  the  United  States  census  of  1 800  the 
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mother  of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  Par¬ 
kinson,  Mary  “Parkison,”  is  recorded  as 
at  Huntingdon  aged  between  twenty-six 
and  forty-five;  in  the  census  of  1810,  as 
there  aged  over  forty-five ;  in  the  census 
of  1820,  as  there  aged  “over  forty-five” 
merely.  An  announcement  of  her  death  at 
Huntingdon  was  published  in  the  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  Gazette ,  copied  therefrom,  with 
many  others,  by  J.  S.  Africa,  and  re¬ 
printed  by  him  in  his  History  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  County:  “Died  Oct.  9?  1827,  Mrs. 
Mary  Parkinson  at  an  advanced  age.” 
She  was  born  between  1756  and  1760, 
dying  at  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  The 
old  Huntingdon  Cemetery  crowns  the  hill 


north  of  the  town,  from  which  a  noble 
prospect  of  mountains,  valleys,  and  rivers 
awaits  the  climber  of  the  steep  slope: 

A  low  green  hillock,  two  small  rude  stones, 
Rose  over  the  place  that  held  her  bones; 

But  the  grassy  hillock  is  leveled  again, 

And  the  keenest  eye  might  search  in  vain, 
’Mong  the  briars,  and  terns,  and  paths  of  sheep, 
For  the  spot  where  she  was  laid  to  sleep. 

Yet  well  might  they  lay  beneath  the  soil 
Of  this  rare  spot  that  woman  of  toil, 

And  trench  the  strong,  hard  mould  with  the 
spade, 

Where  few  if  any  a  grave  was  made; 

For  she  braved  the  drear  old  years  away, 

And  gave  children  to  a  fairer  day. 


George  Washington  Parkinson,  Soldier  of  1812 


George2  Washington 

PARKINSON,  only  son  of 
John1  and  Mary  Parkinson,  was 
born  at  Standing  Stone,  later  called  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  in  Barre  (later  Smithfield) 
Township,  Bedford  (later  Huntingdon) 
County,  Pennsylvania,  about  1780.  To 
insure  the  boy’s  remaining  permanently 
at  Huntingdon,  his  mother  had  him 
bound  out  as  an  apprentice  to  William 
Eakins,  but  at  fourteen  the  youth  asserted 
his  liberty  to  become  an  apprentice  of 
Alexander  Dean,  of  Huntingdon,  with 
whom,  apparently,  he  remained  until  he 
became  twenty-one  years  old  in  1800  or 
1801.  Doubtless,  during  a  part  of  that 
period  he  resided  with  Mr.  Dean  at  the 
latter’s  tavern,  where  he  may  have  early 
acquired  that  genial  manner  and  easy  ad¬ 


dress  that  served  him  well  in  later  years. 
During  his  time  with  Mr.  Dean,  George 
W.  Parkinson  learned  the  art  of  making 
woolen  or  felt  hats.  That  it  was  under  the 
instruction  of  Michael  Stroup  that  he 
acquired  this  trade  is  certain,  for  the  hat 
maker,  the  German,  Michael  Stroup, 
passed  some  time  between  1795  and  1798 
manufacturing  hats  at  Huntingdon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Four  years  later,  Parkinson  and 
Stroup  became  partners  in  that  business  in 
Ohio.  The  history  of  Stroup  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  now  too  vague  in  the  minds  of  his 
descendants  to  justify  a  statement  as  to 
when  he  came  to  America,  and  in  what 
place  or  places  other  than  Huntingdon  he 
had  resided  before  removing  to  Ohio, 
where,  in  1801,  he  settled  at  Newmarket, 
Highland  County.  The  historian  of  that 
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county  has  recorded  only  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Stroup  came  to  Ohio  from  Hunting¬ 
don,  Pennsylvania. 

An  invitation  from  Michael  Stroup  to 
join  him  at  Newmarket,  Ohio,  may  have 
influenced  George  W.  Parkinson  to  settle 
in  Ohio.  The  exodus  from  New  England, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  to  the  Northwest  Territory  had 
been  passing  westward  through  the  Ju¬ 
niata  and  other  valleys  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  1803,  when  Ohio  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Union,  was  at  its  height. 
George  W.  Parkinson  must  have  come 
into  contact  with  persons  so  migrating  at 
Alexander  Dean’s  inn  at  Huntingdon, 
though  Huntingdon  was  not  on  the  main 
line  of  travel.  Scarcely  had  he  become  of 
legal  age  when  he  boldly  and  ambitiously 
struck  out  for  himself.  The  principal 
road,  now  called  “The  Lincoln  High¬ 
way,”  is  shown  on  Reading  Howell’s  map 
of  1792.  Connection  from  Huntingdon 
with  this  road  was  well  established  in 
1790  through  the  valley  of  the  Juniata 
to  Bedford,  previously  the  county  seat  for 
Huntingdon.  The  route  ended  at  Wheel¬ 
ing,  now  in  West  Virginia.  At  Wheeling, 
some  families  on  the  way  to  Kentucky  and 
to  the  Ohio  River  settlements  east  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati  embarked  upon  flatboatsj  others 
followed  the  direct  wagon  route  west¬ 
ward.  The  quickest  and  most  practicable 
way  was  by  the  overland  road  through 
many  settlements  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
That  Mr.  Stroup  came  that  way  is  shown 
by  the  statement  of  the  historian  of  High¬ 
land  County  that  Stroup  had  taken  over 
two  years  to  reach  Newmarket  from 
Huntingdon,  and  had  lived  and  labored 
at  Chillicothe  (Franklinton)  before  re¬ 
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newing  his  previous  acquaintance  with  the 
first  Justice  of  Newmarket,  Oliver  Ross. 
George  W.  Parkinson  probably  traveled 
the  same  route. 

That  the  youth  had  determined  upon 
his  destination  before  starting  from 
Huntingdon,  and  had  planned  what  he 
would  do  at  Newmarket,  and,  also,  that 
he  had  saved  the  money  with  which  to 
embark  in  business,  is  evident  from  his 
career  after  arriving  in  Ohio.  The  venture 
was  surely  his  own  affair,  save  for  a  pos¬ 
sible  suggestion  from  Mr.  Stroup,  who 
became  his  partner.  His  daughter,  the  late 
Mrs.  Frances3  Eleanor  (Parkinson)  Bev¬ 
eridge,  told  us  that  her  father,  George2 
Washington  Parkinson,  was  a  handsome 
man  and  of  an  agreeable  and  generous 
disposition.  Michael  Stroup  had  left 
Huntingdon  in  1798,  stopped  until  1801 
at  Franklinton,  Ohio,  but  was  unable  to 
read  or  write  the  English  language  when 
he  arrived  at  Newmarket.  He  was  skilful 
as  a  maker  of  felt  hats.  George  Parkin¬ 
son’s  winning  personality,  Scottish-Irish 
wit,  shrewdness,  and  facility  for  associat¬ 
ing  with  men,  were  just  the  abilities 
needed  for  the  success  of  the  hat-making 
industry  in  southern  Ohio.  Daniel  Scott’s 
History  of  the  Early  Settlement  of  High¬ 
land  County ,  Ohio ,  prepared  from  notes 
taken  when  many  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  county  were  alive,  tells  of  Stroup’s 
arrival  at  Newmarket: 

[Chap.  XVI,  p.  66]  : 

Towards  the  close  of  a  cloudy  and  rather 
raw  day,  late  in  the  autumn  of  1801,  an  ath¬ 
letic  young  man  of  medium  height,  and 
dressed  in  the  rough  and  simple  style  of  the 
time,  except  that  instead  of  a  skin  cap,  an 
eighteen  gallon  copper  kettle  appeared  on  his 
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head,  entered  the  promising  town  of  New 
Market  by  the  trace  from  the  coast.  He  had  a 
large  bundle  strapped  on  his  back  with  buffalo 
tugs,  and  bore  a  smaller  one  under  his  left 
arm,  while  in  his  right  hand  he  carried  some¬ 
thing  which  bore  quite  a  resemblance  to  an  In¬ 
dian  bow.  This  individual  was  Michael  Stroup, 
just  arriving  from  Chillicothe,  with  the  view 
of  establishing  a  hatter  shop,  and  the  kettle, 
which  he  had  carried  all  the  way  on  his  head, 
was  a  hatter’s  kettle.  The  pack  contained  his 
tools,  all  except  the  hurl  bow,  which  was  in  his 
hand,  and  a  few  pounds  of  wool  for  manu¬ 
facturing  wool  hats.  .  .  .  He  was  a  go-ahead 
fellow,  and  speedily  had  his  kettle  set  in  a 
cabin,  and  soon  the  sound  of  his  bow  was  heard 
preparing  the  wool  for  the  fulling  process. 
He  worked  on  till  he  got  through  his  small 
stock  of  material,  colored  his  hats  and  finished 
off  a  few,  which  sold  readily  .  .  . 

We  quote  the  words  of  the  historian, 
Scott,  as  to  the  arrival  of  George  W.  Par¬ 
kinson: 

[History  of  the  Early  Settlement  of  Highland 

County ,  Ohio ,  chap.  XVI,  p.  67]: 

In  the  course  of  the  spring  of  this  year 
(1802),  George  Parkinson,  a  hatter  by  trade, 
having  arrived  at  New  Market  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  he  and  Stroup  set  about  building  a  shop, 
which  they  succeeded  in  erecting  of  hued  logs 
and  covering  with  lap-shingles.  This  was  the 
first  hued  log  house  with  a  shingle  roof  built 
in  the  town  of  New  Market.  One  Thomas 
Kincade,  a  carpenter,  was  the  boss  workman  in 
the  building  of  this  shop.  The  two  hatters  kept 
bachelor’s  hall,  and,  of  course,  boarded  their 
hands.  The  food  was  wild  meat  and  corn 
bread  made  of  meal  pounded  in  a  hominy  mor¬ 
tar  with  the  head  of  an  iron  wedge,  and  un¬ 
sifted.  One  day  at  dinner,  which  consisted  of 
corn  dodger  and  water,  it  occurred  to  Kincade 
that  a  little  whisky  would  be  a  valuable  ac¬ 
quisition  to  their  creature  comforts.  Accord¬ 


ingly  a  pint  of  this  beverage  was  procured 
from  Wishart’s  tavern.  A  gill  of  this  whisky 
was  measured  into  the  tin  cups  of  the  Messrs. 
Stroup,  Parkinson,  Kincade,  and  another 
hand,  which  gave  such  a  zest  and  relish  to  the 
repast  that  Kincade  declared,  with  joyous  sin¬ 
cerity,  that  it  was  the  best  dinner  he  had  ever 
eaten. 

The  hatter  shop  was  soon  finished  and  ready 
for  business.  But  here  a  difficulty  arose  as  to 
wool.  None  of  that  important  article,  now  so 
abundant  in  Ohio,  was  then  to  be  had  nearer 
than  Kentucky.  Stroup  was  not  the  man,  how-’ 
ever,  to  be  deterred  or  impeded  by  trifles,  so 
he  mounted  a  horse  and  started  South  for 
wool.  A  sufficient  supply  of  the  most  approved 
quality  was  not  obtained  till  he  reached  Lex¬ 
ington,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
pounds  for  one  hundred  dollars.  This  he  sacked 
up  and  packed  on  his  horse  back  to  New  Mar¬ 
ket.  All  things  were  now  ready  and  the  business 
of  hat  making  commenced  on  a  pretty  extensive 
scale,  and  the  new  settlements  were  supplied 
with  wool  hats  in  considerable  abundance. 
Maysville  [Kentucky]  and  Chillicothe  fur¬ 
nished  a  certain  market  for  all  the  surplus  hats 
not  demanded  at  the  shop,  and  many  a  horse 
load  of  them  were  packed  to  these  places  from 
the  New  Market  factory.  Wool  hats  sold  at  that 
time  at  eighteen  dollars  per  dozen,  which  high 
price  was  owing  in  part  to  the  fact  that  log¬ 
wood,  said  to  be  used  for  coloring  black,  cost 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound  in  the  block.  This 
fact  was  there  well-attested,  it  is  said,  by  the 
number  of  maple  trees  in  the  neighborhood 
stripped  of  their  bark  as  high  up  as  the  arm  of 
a  man  could  reach.  Mr.  Stroup  set  out  from 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  as  a  journeyman  hatter,  and 
arrived  at  a  settlement  just  formed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Scioto,  called  Franklinton,  in  the 
spring  of  1798. 

The  History  of  Ross  and  Highland 
Counties  (Williams  Brothers,  1880,  p. 
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488)  also  refers  to  the  same  incident  of 
the  hat-making  industry: 

In  1802  George  Parkinson  and  Michael 
Stroup,  the  enterprising  hatters,  built  the  first 
hewed-log  house  with  a  shingle  roof,  in  New 
Market.  The  hatters  were  single  men,  and 
kept  bachelor’s  hall,  and  of  course  boarded 
their  hands.  Their  table  was  well  supplied  with 
wild  meats  and  corn-bread  made  of  meal 
pounded  in  a  hominy  mortar  with  the  head  of 
an  iron  wedge  and  unsifted.  Occasionally  a 
sup  of  whisky  from  Wishart’s  tavern  helped 
to  wash  down  the  corn-bread. 

Newmarket  was  in  the  county  of  Ross 
until  the  formation  of  Highland  County 
in  1805.  When  George  W.  Parkinson 
came  to  Newmarket,  not  as  many  as  two 
thousand  acres  of  land  had  been  cleared 
of  timber  within  the  entire  area  of  the 
large  county;  the  remainder  was  wood¬ 
land  with  some  swamps.  Not  since  the 
founding  of  Newmarket  in  1797,  nor 
since  Duncan  McArthur  made  the  first 
settlement  at  Greenfield  in  1799,  had  any 
hat  makers  arrived  within  the  county’s 
limits  until  Stroup  and  Parkinson  came  in 
1801  and  1802,  respectively.  Their  ar¬ 
rival  enabled  the  inhabitants  to  discard 
the  headgear  they  had  worn  since  they 
had  entered  the  region. 

George  W.  Parkinson  was  not  at  all  a 
farmer.  Life  to  him  was  an  easy  burden. 
He  was  popular,  his  needs  were  readily 
met  by  the  success  of  his  business,  and 
with  the  care-free  manner  of  a  man  of 
many  friends  and  wide  acquaintance,  he 
lived  easily,  spent  freely,  and  at  the  close 
of  it  all,  bequeathed  to  the  world  daugh¬ 
ters  who  inherited  his  personal  attractive¬ 
ness  and  sons  who,  as  he  had  done,  struck 
out  for  themselves,  and  traveled  far. 


After  sixteen  months  of  partnership 
with  Michael  Stroup,  a  partnership  in 
which  Parkinson’s  enterprise  had  much  to 
do  with  success,  he  found  himself  pre¬ 
pared  financially  for  marriage.  His  mar¬ 
riage  occurred  before  there  was  church  or 
minister  at  Newmarket,  hence  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  Ross  County  probably  per¬ 
formed  it.  Only  four  marriages  had  pre¬ 
ceded  it,  the  three  previous  being  by 
Oliver  Ross,  the  first  justice  of  Newmar¬ 
ket.  But  that  he  did  not  officiate  at  the 
marriage  of  his  own  daughter  is  proved 
by  the  following  record: 

[Probate  Court  of  Ross  County ,  Chillicothe , 

Ohio\  : 

Ohio  State 
Ross  County 

I  do  hereby  assert  that  Mr  Georgue  Parca- 
son  &  Miss  Rebeccah  Ross  was  Lawfully 
joined  in  Marage  by  me  the  18  of  October 
1803 — given  from  under  my  hand  this  23N 
November  1803 — 

Sam!  Evans 

A  marriage  was  the  gayest  affair  of  the 
year  in  the  small  town.  Holiday  was  pro¬ 
claimed.  Festivities  were  general.  As  there 
was  no  place  reasonably  accessible  other 
than  Chillicothe  thirty  miles  away  over  a 
rough  trail  through  the  woods,  they  re¬ 
mained  at  Newmarket;  and  so  the  cele¬ 
bration  continued  throughout  the  evening. 
This  marriage  is  mentioned  in  two  county 
histories: 

The  following  autumn  George  Parkinson 
and  Miss  Rebecca  Ross  were  married  in  New 
Market.  It  will  be  remembered  in  this  con¬ 
nection  that  Miss  Ross  was  the  first  white 
woman  known  to  have  ever  been  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  present  county  of  Highland, 
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as  she  came  as  camp  keeper  some  six  years  be¬ 
fore  for  her  father  and  the  company  of  sur¬ 
veyors  under  Henry  Massie.  [ History  of  the 
Early  Settlement  of  Highland  County ,  Ohioy 
Daniel  Scott,  XIX ,  82.] 

Miss  Rebecca  Ross,  the  first  white  woman 
that  came  to  this  part  of  Highland,  coming 
to  New  Market  in  1797,  married  George  Par¬ 
kinson  in  1803.  [ History  of  Ross  and  High¬ 
land  Counties ,  Williams  Brothers,  p.  362.] 

Rebecca  Ross  was  the  owner  of  lot  No. 
132  at  Newmarket,  but  the  exact  location 
of  the  house  in  which  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  and  their  children  resided  at  New¬ 
market  is  uncertain,  because  her  husband 
owned  eleven  other  lots.  The  location  of 
the  hat  factory  is  also  forgotten}  her  fa¬ 
ther,  Oliver  Ross,  the  “Squire,”  early  built 
the  second  tavern  near  the  southeast  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  two  principal  east-and-west  and 
north-and-south  county  roads  that  cross 
at  the  center  of  Newmarket  village.  Di¬ 
agonally  opposite  there  still  stands  the 
old  Wishart,  later  the  Barrere,  tavern. 
The  appearance  of  the  Ross  tavern  is  not 
remembered  by  present  residents.  Most 
of  his  land  was  farther  to  the  eastward  on 
East  Main  Street,  otherwise  called  the 
Chillicothe  road.  George  and  Rebecca 
may  have  resided  at  the  tavern  for  a  while 
after  marriage. 

For  twelve  to  fourteen  years  Parkin¬ 
son  &  Stroup  continued  the  production  of 
hats  at  Newmarket.  Then  Parkinson  with¬ 
drew  from  the  firm  and,  removing  ten 
miles  southward  to  Sugartree  Ridge,  set 
up  a  rival  business.  Before  removing  to 
Sugartree  Ridge,  George  W.  Parkinson 
was  nominated  as  the  Democratic  candi¬ 
date  for  county  commissioner  of  High¬ 
land  County.  He  was  defeated  at  the  elec¬ 


tion.  Michael  Stroup  continued  at  New¬ 
market  until  sometime  after  1820,  when, 
according  to  the  U.S.  census  of  that  year, 
he  had  seven  persons  making  hats,  the 
most  of  whom  were  members  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  household  of  thirteen  persons. 
Later  he  gave  up  the  business  at  New¬ 
market  and  resumed  it  at  Salem  in  the 
same  county,  where  he  is  recorded  in  the 
U.S.  census  of  1830. 

Concord  Township  was  granted  an  or¬ 
ganization,  independent  of  Newmarket 
Township,  on  March  4,  1 8 1 1,  by  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  Highland  County.  On  the 
third  Monday  of  the  next  month,  April, 
1811,  the  first  election  of  officers  for  the 
new  township  of  Concord  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Robert  Huston.  Oliver  Ross, 
Esquire,  Parkinson’s  father-in-law,  was 
chosen  clerk  of  the  new  township,  and 
two  of  his  sons,  Isaiah  and  John  Ross, 
became  the  justices  of  the  peace.  Oliver 
had  evidently  ceased  to  be  a  justice  at 
Newmarket  before  this  date}  this  election 
marks  his  removal  from  Newmarket  to 
the  settlement  that,  years  later,  was 
named  Sugartree  Ridge.  His  son,  St. 
Clair  Ross,  had  settled  upon  the  top  of 
that  Ridge,  at  the  corner  of  what  is  now 
Marble  Furnace  Road,  in  the  latter  part 
of  1809,  as  appears  from  page  474  of  the 
History  of  Ross  and  Highland  Counties : 
“During  the  two  or  three  years  following 
this  removal  southward  from  Newmarket 
of  St.  Clair  Ross  quite  a  number  of  set¬ 
tlers  came  in.  They  were  Oliver  Ross  and 
Robert  Huston  .  .  .  William  Campbell” 
(etc.).  George  W.  Parkinson  followed 
them  within  a  few  years}  we  cannot  deter¬ 
mine  the  year  of  his  removal,  but  it  was 
before  1819  as  in  that  year  he  signed  a 
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petition  as  a  resident  of  the  new  township 
of  Concord: 

[ Court  of  Common  Pleas ,  Hillsboro ,  Highland 

County ,  Ohio.  Filed  Papers,  Box  R.  i8ig~\  : 

St  Clear  Ross  Petition.  We  the  undersigned 
freeholders  of  Highland  County  Certify  that 
a  tavern  is  much  needed  on  the  Lymstone  Road 
in  Concord  Township  &  we  recommend  St. 
Clair  Ross  as  a  suitable  person  to  keep  such  a 
Tavern  &  that  a  tavern  at  his  house  would  be 
a  public  utility. 

[Signed]  Oliver  Ross  George  Parkinson 
G.  W.  Barrere  [and  twelve  others]. 

On  pages  73-74  of  Volume  II  of  the 
land  records  of  Ross  County,  is  depicted 
a  “Plat  of  New  Market”  as  platted  by 
Henry  Massie  and  surveyed  by  Joseph 
Kerr,  dated  February  1,  1799.  A  copy  of 
this  town  plan  appears  on  page  454  of 
“Record  of  Plats,  No.  1”  in  the  Registry 
of  Deeds,  Hillsborough,  Highland 
County.  The  plat  shows  a  series  of  “in 
lots”  surrounded  by  “out  lots.”  An  area 
of  several  square  miles  is  covered  alto¬ 
gether.  The  “in  lots”  comprised  the  center 
of  the  town,  with  the  lots,  5,  6,  125,  and 
127  on  the  four  corners  of  the  exact  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  town,  where  the  north-and- 
south  county  road  crosses  the  east-and- 
west  county  road.  George  W.  Parkinson 
owned  the  second  lot  eastward  from  the 
southeast  corner  on  East  Main  Street,  the 
road  to  Chillicothe — lot  No.  15  on  the 
plat}  also  he  owned  No.  14  directly  south 
of  No.  15.  He  also  had  nine  other  in-lots 
several  tiers  removed  from  the  central 
numbers  14  and  15*  The  land  records  at 
Hillsborough  show  that  Rebecca  Ross, 
three  years  before  her  marriage,  acquired 
lot  No.  132 — the  fourth  lot  in  the  second 
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tier  back  from  the  left  side  of  the  road 
going  northward  toward  Hillsborough. 
This  land  lies  to  the  north  of  the  present 
graveyard  of  Newmarket.  She  held  this 
lot  until  1813  when  her  husband  sold  all 
of  the  ten  lots  that  he  had  gathered  in  at 
bargain  sales  in  18 10  and  1811.  He  sold 
them  at  a  profit  of  over  one  hundred  per 
cent.  It  is  evident  that  the  town  had  not 
developed  as  had  been  hoped,  and  he  had 
waited  eight  years  before  buying  any 
land.  The  hat  shop  was  built  upon  the 
land  of  his  partner  Stroup.  The  sale  of 
the  land  in  1813  may  indicate  the  time, 
approximately,  of  the  removal  of  George 
W.  and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson  to 
Sugartree  Ridge,  to  which  her  parents 
and  brothers  had  already  gone.  It  was  in 
this  year,  1813,  that  their  second  child 
was  born,  the  first  child,  Mary,  having 
been  born  at  Newmarket  in  18 11.  If  any 
children  were  born  to  them  between  1 803 
and  1811,  they  died  very  young,  and 
their  daughter,  Frances  Eleanor  (Parkin¬ 
son)  Beveridge,  was  without  knowledge 
of  them  in  1917.  The  purchases  and  sales 
of  the  Newmarket  lots  by  George  W. 
Parkinson  are  of  record,  and  the  prices 
reveal  that,  after  the  early  boom  had  col¬ 
lapsed,  depreciation  ensued  and  the  town 
lots  became  “a  drug  on  the  market.”  Some 
of  the  lots  owned  by  Parkinson  have 
never  yet  borne  a  building,  though  all 
have  been  long  cleared  and  rendered  pro¬ 
ductive. 

George  W.  Parkinson  enlisted  early  in 
1812,  practically  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  and  served  for  a  year.  He  had  been 
in  military  training  for  the  five  years  be¬ 
fore  the  war}  the  promptness  with  which 
he  “joined  the  colors”  and  marched  away 
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for  the  defense  of  the  Canadian  border 
of  the  United  States  is  explained  by 
Daniel  Scott  in  his  History  of  the  Early 
Settlement  of  Highland  County : 

[Chapter  XXIX,  page  147]:  During  the 
summer  of  1807  the  second  military  company 
in  the  county  of  Highland  was  formed  at  New 
Market.  This  was  a  rifle  company  and  the 
members  wore  white  hunting  shirts  for  uni¬ 
form.  George  W.  Barrere  was  chosen  Captain. 
This  company  mustered  at  New  Market.  It 
was  composed  of  good  men  and  soon  became 
pretty  well  disciplined.  They  kept  up  their 
military  spirit  until  the  war  of  1 812  broke  out, 
when  they  volunteered  in  a  body,  and  entered 
the  service  of  their  country  under  Capt. 
Barrere. 

That  George  W.  Parkinson  was  alive 
to  the  dangers  that  menaced  Ohio  from 
an  attack  from  Canada  may  well  account 
for  the  promptness  with  which  he  volun¬ 
teered  in  1812.  In  June  of  that  year  the 
United  States  declared  war  against  Great 
Britain.  Ohio  and  the  Middle  West  at 
once  became  the  chief  theater  of  the  war. 
Defeat  and  well-nigh  disgrace  to  Ameri¬ 
can  arms  marked  the  first  actions  of  the 
war.  One  of  the  worst  of  these  defeats, 
and  the  most  disgraceful  surrender  of  the 
entire  war,  was  the  one  in  which  George 
W.  Parkinson  was  an  unwilling  partici¬ 
pant.  This  affair  put  an  end  to  his  further 
service — for  he  was  paroled.  The  Indians 
in  Indiana  were  beaten  in  1811  only  to 
retreat  northward  to  Canada ;  there  in 
1812,  under  Tecumseh,  they  joined  the 
British  in  an  effort  to  destroy  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  Indiana  and  Ohio.  When  the 
trained  militia  men  of  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  were  called  upon  to  enlist  in  May, 


1812,  they  were  prepared  in  personal 
courage  and  willingness,  but  probably  did 
not  realize  that  their  national  government 
would  declare  war  without  having  made 
the  necessary  preparations,  and  that  too, 
at  a  time  when  Great  Britain  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  seas  and  had  a  large  army  at 
the  height  of  efficiency.  The  American 
forces  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  were 
largely  under  old  officers  or  generals  of 
but  little  experience.  One  of  the  old  men 
was  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
Governor  of  Michigan  Territory,  aged 
about  sixty  years,  a  relic  of  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  The  Highland  County 
boys  knew  how  to  shoot,  were  hardy,  and 
could  shift  for  themselves,  but  the  chief 
commanding  officers  failed  to  use  this 
splendid  material  in  any  way  in  which  it 
could  easily  have  been  made  formidable. 
George  W.  Parkinson’s  company  marched 
to  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  May,  1812,  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  there  formed 
a  part  of  the  nearly  two  thousand  men 
who  late  on  May  25  were  turned  over  to 
William  Hull  by  Governor  Meigs  of 
Ohio.  Within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival 
from  Washington  and  Cincinnati,  Hull 
began,  even  before  war  was  declared,  the 
two  hundred-mile  march  through  the  for¬ 
est  to  Detroit.  The  story  of  this  march, 
and  of  the  whole  movement  under  Hull, 
would  be  but  a  tale  of  fortitude  in  the 
face  of  hardship  borne  because  of  the  loy¬ 
alty  of  the  enlisted  men  and  because  of 
their  desire  to  fight.  But  George  W.  Par¬ 
kinson  ten  years  before  had  made  his  way 
four  hundred  miles  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  so  knew  what  to  expect.  The  route  of 
the  march  was  from  the  site  of  Dayton 
directly  north  to  the  site  of  Urbana  in 
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Champaign  County,  where  the  troops  en¬ 
camped  for  a  few  days;  thence  northward 
to  the  settlements  of  the  Shawano  Indians 
(Logan  County) ;  thence  to  Kenton  in 
Hardin  County,  where  the  troops  built  in 
June  Fort  McArthur  on  the  Scioto  River; 
thence  northward  across  the  line  of  the 
present  Hancock  County,  where,  in  a  few 
days,  the  troops  built  Fort  Necessity. 
Soon  afterward  in  June  the  troops  built 
Fort  Findlay  at  the  Maumee  River  in  the 
same  county;  thence  through  Bowling 
Green  in  Wood  County,  to  the  three  old 
frontier  forts:  Fort  Meigs,  Fort  Miami, 
and  Fort  Industry;  thence  to  the  site  of 
Toledo  and  to  Detroit.  The  best  account 
of  the  men  from  Newmarket  is  given  in 
Randall  and  Ryan’s  History  of  Ohio>  III , 
263-267: 

(William  Hull)  A  more  unfortunate  selec¬ 
tion  could  not  have  been  made  to  lead  this  cam¬ 
paign.  Nevertheless,  his  dignified  and  soldierly 
bearing,  with  his  eloquent  words  inspired  con¬ 
fidence,  and  the  troops  began  their  northward 
march  with  every  assurance  of  success.  .  .  . 

General  Hull’s  army  arrived  at  Detroit, 
July  5.  His  forces  were  easily  superior  to  the 
enemy  and  by  prompt  action  he  might  have 
overthrown  the  British  before  their  reinforce¬ 
ments  arrived.  He  did  not  choose  to  do  this 
but  rested  contentedly  in  the  security  of  the 
fort.  General  Brock,  taking  advantage  of  this 
delay,  gathered  a  large  force  of  English  and 
Indians.  To  the  latter,  under  the  leadership 
of  Tecumseh,  and  numbering  fully  IOOO,  he 
held  forth  the  alluring  prospect  of  restoring 
their  hunting  grounds  north  of  the  Ohio 
River.  .  .  . 

The  British  and  their  Indian  allies  then 
proceeded  to  Sandwich,  opposite  Detroit,  which 
was  evacuated  at  their  approach,  and  planted  a 
battery  for  the  reduction  of  the  fort  within 
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the  walls  of  which  Hull  had  collected  his 
forces.  The  American  artillerists  wished  to 
fire  upon  the  battery  as  soon  as  it  was  un¬ 
masked,  but  Hull  forbade  this  and  the  enemy 
proceeded  without  molestation  in  their  prepa¬ 
ration  for  an  assault.  The  indecision  and 
timidity  of  their  general  greatly  exasperated 
the  Americans.  In  the  presence  of  the  enemy 
he  seems  to  have  been  the  prey  of  conflicting 
purposes  and  emotions.  He  peremptorily  re¬ 
fused  to  permit  Captain  Snelling  to  cross  the 
river  and  make  a  night  attack  on  the  works  of 
the  enemy.  The  enemy  was  gradually  hem¬ 
ming  him  in  on  every  side.  His  supply  of  pro¬ 
visions  was  running  low,  and  he  saw  little 
prospect  of  receiving  more  from  Ohio.  .  .  . 

Soon  afterward  the  British  bombardment  of 
the  fort  began.  For  some  time  firing  was  re¬ 
turned  with  spirit.  On  the  morning  of  the 
1 6th  of  August  the  British  landed  without 
molestation  on  the  American  side  and  advanced 
upon  the  fort.  With  them  came  Tecumseh  and 
seven  hundred  of  his  warriors.  As  they  ad¬ 
vanced,  Hull  ordered  his  troops  to  withdraw 
within  the  fort,  and  soon  afterward,  without 
consulting  his  officers,  had  a  white  flag  of  sur¬ 
render  raised  above  the  works.  He  then  ar¬ 
ranged  with  Brock  the  terms  of  surrender.  His 
troops  and  officers,  deeply  sensitive  to  the  dis¬ 
grace  in  which  they  were  involved  by  this  ac¬ 
tion,  were  emphatic  in  their  protests. 

Colonel  Cass  afterwards,  on  September  10, 
1812,  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War:  “To  see 
the  whole  of  our  men  flushed  with  the  hope 
of  victory,  eagerly  awaiting  the  approaching 
contest,  to  see  them  afterwards  dispirited, 
hopeless,  desponding,  at  least  five  hundred 
shedding  tears  because  they  were  not  allowed 
to  meet  their  country’s  foes,  and  to  fight  their 
country’s  battles,  excited  sensations  which  no 
American  has  ever  before  had  cause  to  feel, 
and  which  I  trust  in  God  will  never  again  be 
felt,  while  one  man  remains  to  defend  the 
standard  of  the  Union.” 
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This  surrender  was  the  most  abject, 
shameful,  and  unnecessary  in  the  history 
of  American  arms.  It  included  not  only 
the  complete  arms  and  equipment  of  the 
army,  all  supplies,  ammunition,  cannon 
(including  pieces  captured  from  the  Brit¬ 
ish  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution),  but 
also  the  control  of  the  whole  territory  of 
Michigan.  It  opened  wide  the  northern 
doors  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  filled  the  na¬ 
tion  with  indignation,  deprived  (by  the 
terms  of  surrender)  the  men  of  that  army 
from  again  fighting,  and  caused  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ohio  to  feel  the  disgrace  that,  un¬ 
warrantably,  seemingly  had  fallen  upon 
the  Ohio  soldiers  through  their  betrayal 
by  the  incompetence  and  cowardice  of  the 
commander  of  the  expedition.  Hull  was 
tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  shot 
for  treason  and  cowardice.  President 
James  Madison  remitted  the  sentence, 
though  ordering  Hull’s  name  removed 
from  the  rolls  of  the  army. 

That  George  W.  Parkinson  was  a  per¬ 
sonal  witness  and  a  victim  of  all  of  the 
events  while  under  the  command  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Hull,  and  that  he  was  bound,  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  for  one  year  from  the 
date  of  his  enlistment,  and  so  prevented 
from  reentering  the  service  is  established 
by  the  affidavit  of  his  wife  made  after 
his  death.  After  the  surrender  and  parole 
at  Detroit,  he  worked  his  way  back  to 
Newmarket  with  some  of  his  companions, 
and  there  remained  a  prisoner  of  war  for 
over  seven  months}  hence  he  was  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  for  a  year. 
By  the  act  of  Congress  of  September  8, 
1850,  his  wife  (then  a  widow)  became 
entitled  to  a  bounty  in  land,  by  virtue  of 


his  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  affi¬ 
davit  that  she  was  required  to  file  gives 
evidence  adequate  to  confirm  the  state¬ 
ments  we  have  made  concerning  George 
W.  Parkinson’s  experience  in  the  War  of 
1812. 


[Bureau  of  Pensionsy  Washington ,  D.C.]  : 

[Endorsed]  Nov.  12/50 — No  13262 

Rebecca  Parkinson  Widow  of  George 
W  Parkinson  Deed.  Bounty  Land  Claim 
Highland  County  Ohio.  Ohio  vol.  Act 
Sept  28/50.  War  1812.  James  B.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Hillsboro,  Highland  Co.  No.  50 
Ohio 


State  of  Ohio  )  „  ^ 

Tj  r'  [•  SS.  On  this  25* 

Highland  County  \ 

'  day  of  Octo¬ 

ber  A.D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  Justice 
of  the  peace,  within  and  for  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Rebbeccah  Parkinson  aged 
sixty  five  years,  a  resident  of  Highland  County 
Ohio  Who  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  declared  that  she  is  the  widow  of  George 
W.  Parkinson  deceased,  who  was  a  private  in 
the  company  commanded  by  Captain  George 

W.  Barrere  in  the  -  Regiment  of  Ohio 

volunteer  riflemen  commanded  by  Col.  Dun¬ 
can  McArthur  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
declared  by  the  United  States  the  18$  day  of 
June  1812.  That  her  said  husband  volun¬ 
teered  at  the  county  of  Highland,  Ohio,  on 

or  about  the  first  day  of  -  A.  D.  1812 

for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  and  that  he 
was  with  the  company  &  the  rest  of  the  army 
surrendered  at  Detroit  to  the  British  General 
about  the  middle  of  August  1812.  And  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  British  army  they 
were  discharged  on  paroll  of  honor,  when  he 
with  other  members  of  his  company  returned 
home — And  remained  prisoners  of  war,  until 
exchanged,  subject  to  Orders,  but  was  never 
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ordered  again  into  the  service.  And  that  he 
drew  his  pay  from  the  United  States  for 
twelve  months  service,  all  of  which  can  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  rolls  of  said  company. 
His  name  may  possibly  be  on  the  rolls  without 
the  W.  but  he  usually  subscribed  it  with  it. 
She  further  says  that  she  was  married  to  the 
said  George  W.  Parkinson  in  Highland 

County  Ohio,  on  or  about  the  -  day  of 

September  18003*  by  one  Samuel  Evans  a 
Justice  of  the  peace  in  &  for  said  county,  and 
that  her  name  before  her  said  Marriage  was 
Rebecah  Ross.  That  her  said  husband  died  at 
his  residence  in  June  1849  and  that  she  is  still 
a  widow.  She  says  that  there  is  no  record  of 
her  marriage  in  the  records  of  this  county  & 
no  such  office  existed  at  that  time  as  the  county 
was  not  organized.  And  that  her  family  record 
was  burnt  when  their  house  was  burnt  some 
years  ago  with  nearly  everything  they  had. 

She  makes  this  declaration  for  the  purpose 

of  obtaining  the  bounty  land  to  which  she  may 

be  entitled  under  the  act  passed  September 

28^  1850  , 

her 

Rebeccah  X  Parkinson 
mark 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  day 
and  year  above  writen.  And  I  certify  that  I 
have  been  personally  knowing  to  the  fact  of 
her  husbands  services,  was  an  acting  Col.  of 
the  Regiment  when  he  &  the  Company  vol¬ 
unteered,  was  acquainted  personally  with  her 
husband,  and  with  her  father’s  family,  know 
of  their  having  lived  together  as  husband  & 
wife,  that  they  raised  a  family  in  this  county, 
and  that  her  statements  are  to  be  fully  relied 
on. 

William  Keys  J.P.  (Seal) 

Before  me  also  personally  appeared  Abraham 
Wilkin  who  being  duly  sworn  says  that  he  was 
personally  acquainted  with  George  W.  Par¬ 


kinson  &  Rebeccah  his  wife,  for  a  number  of 
years,  know  that  they  lived  many  years  to¬ 
gether  as  husband  &  wife,  &  were  so  reputed 
by  everybody  until  his  death. 

Abraham  Wilkin 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  October 
A.D.  1850 

William  Keys  J.P.  (Seal) 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  Re¬ 
becca  Parkinson  of  the  county  of  Highland  & 
State  of  Ohio  here  by  these  presents  Consti¬ 
tuted  and  appointed  James  B.  Williamson  my 
true  and  lawful  attorney,  for  me  &  in  my 
name  to  receive  from  the  United  States  the 
bounty  land  warrant  for  the  land  I  may  be 
entitled  to  for  services  rendered  as  stated  in 
the  foregoing  Declaration.  And  hereby  con¬ 
firm  whatever  he  may  legally  do  for  me  in 
the  premises.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this 
25^  day  of  Octr  1850. 

her 

Rebeccah  X  Parkinson 
mark 

Signed  and  Acknowledged  before  me  this  day 
&  year  before  writen 

William  Keys  J.P.  (Seal) 

The  State  of  Ohio ,  Highland  County  ss:  I 
Samuel  Bell  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  within  and  for  the  County  of  Highland 
aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  William  Keys 
Esq.  before  whom  the  foregoing  declaration 
and  power  of  attorney  were  made  and  who  has 
thereto  subscribed  his  name,  was  at  the  time  of 
so  doing  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  duly  authorized  commissioned  and 
sworn  and  that  his  signature  thereto  is  genuine. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  Court  for  the 
County  aforesaid  this  6th  day  of  November 
A.D.  1850. 


*  As  in  original,  but  intended  for  1803. 


Samuel  Bell,  Clerk. 
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It  is  of  interest,  at  this  moment,  to  con¬ 
clude  the  record  of  the  land  bounty  by 
showing  the  location  of  the  land  and  that 
the  recipient  sold  the  1 60  acres  soon  after 
receiving  the  grant: 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
General  Land  Office 

In  Reply  Please  Refer  to  799639  “ k ” 
HWHy  Washington, 

September  26,  1918. 

Status  of  warrant. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Hoppin,  Lock  Box  “A,” 

Greenfield,  Ohio. 

My  dear  Sir: 

Replying  further  to  your  letter  of  August 
23,  1918,  relative  to  a  bounty  land  warrant 
granted  to  Rebecca  Parkinson,  widow  of 
George  W.  Parkinson,  on  account  of  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  service  in  the  war  of  1812,  I  have  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  on  September  10,  1918,  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  advised  this  office 
that  bounty  land  warrant  No.  2761,  for  160 
acres  under  the  act  of  September  28,  1850  (9 
Stat.,  520),  was  issued  in  favor  of  said  widow 
and  mailed  April  10,  1857.*  The  records  of 
this  office  show  that  the  warrant  was  located 
January  3,  1853,  at  the  I°wa-  City,  Iowa,  local 
land  office,  by  Ebenezer  Cook,  as  assignee 
thereof  on  the  SE  1/4  NW  1/4,  SW  1/4 
NE  1/4,  NW  1/4  SE  1/4,  and  NE  1/4  SW 
1/4  Sec.  15,  T.  79  N.,  R.  1  W.,  Iowa,  and 
the  land  was  patented  to  Cook  July  20,  1853, 
as  disclosed  by  the  records  of  miscellaneous 
military  grants  this  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed),  C.  M.  Bruce 
Assistant  Commissioner. 

9-14-SEG 

After  the  War  of  1812  the  new  town¬ 
ship  of  Concord,  set  off  from  the  southern 

*  Error  for  1851 — C.  A.  H. 


part  of  Newmarket  Township  in  1811, 
increased  so  rapidly  in  population  that  be¬ 
fore  1820  it  had  far  passed  the  latter  in 
population.  Newmarket’s  boom  days  were 
over  for  a  hundred  years  to  come,  for  in 
1820  Newmarket  had  but  forty-eight  in¬ 
habitants  in  the  U.S.  census.  The  whole 
township  of  Newmarket  contained  699  in¬ 
habitants  in  1820  and  Concord  Township 
had  1,035.  Sugartree  Ridge  was  not  sur¬ 
veyed  into  town  lots  until  1844,  but  on 
and  near  the  ridge  more  people  had  set¬ 
tled  before  1820  than  were  at  Newmarket 
center. 

George  W.  Parkinson’s  war  service 
marks  the  period  when  he  separated  from 
his  partner  Stroup.  As  has  been  shown, 
he  and  his  wife  Rebecca  had  sold  all  of 
their  land  at  Newmarket  by  April,  1813. 
They  next  appear  of  record  in  Concord 
Township.  Rebecca’s  father,  Oliver  Ross, 
was  becoming  aged,  and  he  presented  her 
with  the  section  of  his  estate  at  the  north 
foot  of  Sugartree  Ridge,  on  the  east  side 
— the  corner  section  at  the  first  crossroad 
north  of  the  present  Methodist  Church. 
This  estate  is  indicated  on  the  1871  survey 
of  Sugartree  Ridge  as  being  the  residence 
of  Dr.  A.  Noble. 

The  deed  of  conveyance  from  Oliver 
Ross  to  his  daughter  of  the  land  upon 
which  she  and  her  husband  George  W. 
Parkinson  settled  sometime  after  he  sold 
out  at  Newmarket  in  1813,  gives  the 
number  of  acres  as  fifteen.  That  the  gift 
of  land  was  not  the  cause  of  the  latter’s 
removal  from  Newmarket  is  certain,  for 
the  deed  was  not  made  until  1826,  when 
it  was  given  as  Rebecca’s  share  of  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  estate.  Oliver  Ross  held  150  acres 
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at  Sugartree  Ridge  from  1 8 1 1 ,  and  his 
son,  St.  Clair  Ross,  had  ioo  acres. 

As  no  buildings  were  included  in  the 
deed  of  the  fifteen  acres  given  by  Oliver 
Ross  to  his  daughter,  Rebecca  (Ross) 
Parkinson,  and  as  she  had  been  living  for 
more  than  ten  years  upon  his  land  at 
Sugartree  Ridge  when  she  received  the 
deed,  it  is  certain  that  the  hat  shop  at 
least,  and  probably  the  other  buildings 
adjoining  it  were  built  before  1820  by 
George  W.  Parkinson  upon  those  fifteen 
acres  with  the  consent  of  his  father-in- 
law,  for  the  U.S.  census  of  1820  reveals 
that  the  Parkinsons  formed  a  household 
separate  from  the  homes  of  Oliver  Ross 
and  St.  Clair  Ross.  The  census  of  Con¬ 
cord  Township,  taken  by  John  Jones  and 
certified  to  by  John  Ferguson  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Wright  on  January  27,  1821,  lists 
George  Parkinson  as  being  engaged  in 
manufacturing,  and  shows  that  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  aged  between  twenty- 
five  and  forty-five  years,  and  that  they 
had  two  sons  and  three  daughters  under 
ten  years  and  one  son  over  ten  years  of 
age. 

The  prospects  in  1815  for  a  young 
man  with  a  wife  and  children  in  southern 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  were  not  bright. 
Any  great  success  in  any  vocation  was  then 
scarcely  to  be  dreamed  of.  With  his  eyes 
turned  away  from  all  vistas  of  adventure 
or  speculation  elsewhere,  and  with  his 
mind  concentrated  upon  the  intensive 
work  of  developing  a  new  business  as  a 
competitor  of  his  former  partner,  George 
W.  Parkinson  passed  the  remaining  thirty 
years  of  his  life  among  the  relatives  of 
his  wife.  He  sought  no  public  office  and 
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kept  himself  and  his  family  from  the 
hard  work  of  farming.  He  was  apt,  quick¬ 
witted,  and  easily  sold  all  the  hats  that  he 
could  comfortably  produce.  He  made 
money  easily,  and  as  easily  spent  it.  Gen¬ 
erous  to  his  family  and  friendly  to  all,  he 
is  still  remembered  in  local  tradition  (re¬ 
ported  in  June,  1921,  by  the  aged  Mr. 
A.  D.  Bunn,  postmaster  at  Sugartree 
Ridge)  as  the  genial  hat  manufacturer 
whose  small  factory  still  remains  on  the 
fifteen-acre  lot.  This  structure  is  the  only 
one  now  remaining  of  the  buildings  for¬ 
merly  on  this  property.  The  residence  and 
its  contents  were  burned  not  very  long  be¬ 
fore  his  death,  as  is  related  in  the  affidavit 
of  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson  cited  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  award  of  a  bounty  in 
land  to  her  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  A.  N.  Bunn,  seventy 
years  a  resident  of  Sugartree  Ridge, 
stated  in  June,  1921,  that  the  only  old 
structure  now  remaining  where  George 
W.  Parkinson  resided  is  the  low,  long, 
one-story  building,  now  used  as  a  stable, 
standing  behind  the  present  new  farm¬ 
house.  Edward  Lee  McClain,  grandson  of 
George  W.  Parkinson,  remembers  seeing 
when  a  boy  a  residence  on  the  site  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  present  one.  It  was  not  a  very 
old  dwelling  house,  but  may  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  about 
1840.  The  present  old  building  has  no 
chimney,  and  containing  no  indications  of 
having  been  used  for  purposes  other  than 
manufacturing,  was  doubtless  the  place 
where  the  business  of  making  hats  was 
carried  on.  Although  the  manufacture  of 
felt  hats  was  a  unique  business  in  a  town 
so  small,  and  one  utterly  without  possi- 


120 


Some  Descendants  of  John  Parkinson 


bilities  of  large  importance,  yet  it  pro¬ 
duced,  as  did  other  vocations,  good  men 
and  good  women,  who,  with  the  later  ad¬ 
vent  of  railroads  and  manufacturing,  have 
contributed  to  the  making  of  the  great 
prosperity  and  advancement  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

The  founders  scarcely  reaped  the  re¬ 
wards  of  their  labors.  The  first  Rosses 
were  all  dead  by  1832;  George  W.  Par¬ 
kinson  lived  into  his  sixty-ninth  year,  dy¬ 
ing  in  18495  his  wife,  Rebecca,  passed 
away  at  Sugartree  Ridge  in  1856.  As  the 
first  white  woman  to  reside  within  the 
area  of  Highland  County,  Ohio,  she  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  women  of  whom  that 
county’s  historian,  Daniel  Scott,  truth¬ 
fully  said: 

Most  of  these  pioneer  women  of  Highland 
have  long  since  sunk  into  humble,  it  may  be, 
now  forgotten  graves,  without  even  a  simple 
rudely  engraven  tomb-stone  to  mark  their 
birth  and  death,  yet  from  our  very  soul  we 
trust  and  hope  they  have  received  the  reward 
due  to  their  patient,  uncomplaining  and  con¬ 
stant  discharge  of  duty  in  this  world.  They 
are  a  class  who  have  been  utterly  lost  sight  of 
in  the  annals  of  the  West,  except  a  few  who 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  savages,  or 
moulded  bullets  whilst  their  husbands  and 
brothers  defended  the  block  houses  against  the 
vengeful  enemy.  All  honor — and  the  heart  of 
every  true  descendant  of  the  early  women  of 
Highland,  will  echo  it — to  the  memory  of  the 
early  women  of  Highland.  They  were  nature’s 
noblest  production,  as  they  abundantly  evi¬ 
denced  by  their  acts,  and  contributed  more,  we 
doubt  not,  to  the  success  of  the  county,  than 
the  men  who  were  the  more  prominent  and 
therefore  the  better  remembered.  [History  of 
the  Settlement  of  Highland  County ,  Ohio.\ 


George  Washington  Parkinson  was  a 
cheerful  man,  fond  of  humankind.  Many 
were  the  hours  he  passed  at  the  inn  of  his 
brother-in-law,  St.  Clair  Ross,  and  after 
the  latter’s  removal  to  Ripley,  Ohio,  at 
the  inn  of  the  new  innkeeper,  Samuel 
Hetherington.  The  tavern  was  the  post 
office,  the  general  meeting  place,  the  ren¬ 
dezvous  of  old  and  young,  and  for 
George  Parkinson,  the  place  of  origin  of 
many  an  order  for  hats.  At  Sugartree 
Ridge,  happily  for  him  glided  the  smooth 
current  of  domestic  life.  Though  reared 
under  Episcopalian  and  Presbyterian  in¬ 
fluences,  he  accepted  the  Methodism  of 
his  wife  and  of  her  parents  who  were 
among  the  organizers  of  the  Methodist 
Society  at  the  Ridge  in  1 8 1 1.  Its  meetings 
were  held  at  the  house  of  his  nearest 
neighbor,  Rachel  Wilkins.  His  first  ex¬ 
perience  of  Methodism  was  at  Newmar¬ 
ket  where  the  Rev.  Robert  Finley  at 
times,  soon  after  1800,  stopped  to  preach. 
When  the  first  church  was  built  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge  in  1836,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  church  (built  in  1859),  SUP" 
ported  and  attended  it  with  all  of  his 
family.  The  dates  of  the  baptisms  of  his 
children  were  never  recorded  by  the 
Methodist  Society,  and  the  ministers  also 
neglected  to  record  the  marriages  and 
burials  after  the  church  was  built.  These 
clergymen  and  clerks  trusted  everything 
to  memory,  and  so  there  is  no  record  of 
the  admissions  of  members,  of  dismissals 
to  other  churches,  of  contributions,  or  of 
anything  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  He  also 
contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
first  school  in  Concord  Township,  built  in 
1 809  on  the  land  of  St.  Clair  Ross,  about 
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seventy  rods  eastward,  downhill  from  the 
tavern  on  the  Marble  Furnace  Road. 
Williams  Brothers’  History  of  Ross  and 
Highland  Counties  says  of  this  school  (p. 
476): 

The  cabin  used  for  that  purpose  was  built 
of  logs  with  a  fireplace  in  one  end.  Light  was 
furnished  by  sawing  out  a  log  in  each  side  and 
pasting  over  the  aperture  greased  paper. 
Puncheons  made  by  splitting  logs  were  used 
for  seats.  The  second  teacher  was  Oliver  Ross. 
The  school  was  supported  by  St.  Clair  Ross 
[and  others]  all  of  whom  sent  children  to  this 
cabin  school.  The  next  school  house,  on  the 
Ridge,  was  built  about  1821  or  ’22.  (James 
Hale  was  the  first  teacher.)  [History  of  the 
Settlement  of  Highland  County ,  p.  192.] 

The  first  three  children  of  George  W. 
and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson  attended 
the  log  school:  the  others,  Oliver,  Maria, 
Frances  Eleanor,  Henrietta,  Mahala,  and 
Margaret  Ann  were  educated  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  school.  The  teacher,  Oliver  Ross, 
died  in  1827  before  Frances  Eleanor  and 
her  younger  sisters  were  of  school  age. 
That  George  W.  Parkinson’s  wit  was 
keen,  and  his  facility  in  using  it  consider¬ 
able,  is  suggested  by  an  incident  that  oc¬ 
curred  one  day  at  Hillsborough,  the 
county  seat.  George,  on  meeting  in  the 
street  one  of  the  judges  of  the  county, 
not  fancying  the  style  of  headgear  that 
the  judge  was  parading  on  the  way  to 
court,  ventured  to  expostulate.  The  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  gentleman  was  ruffled,  and 
argument  ensued.  Parkinson,  lest  he  be 
worsted,  accentuated  his  argument  with  a 
slap  on  the  back,  causing  the  top-heavy 
tall  hat  to  fall  off.  Whereupon  the  judge 
ceased  to  defend  his  Daniel  Websterian 


beaver j  but  considering  that  the  majesty 
of  his  person  had  been  impugned,  he 
sought  to  impress  the  buoyant  Parkinson 
with  its  sanctity,  and  got  the  best  of  the 
argument  in  a  manner  quite  undreamed 
of  by  the  hatter  who  was  insistent  upon 
the  correct  style  of  hats  for  gentlemen. 
The  judge  drew  up  a  little  paper  sum¬ 
moning  Parkinson  to  appear  before  him 
in  court  the  next  day  to  answer  to  a  form 
of  informal  contempt  of  court,  to  which 
Parkinson  pleaded  non  vult.  Thus  His 
Honor  officially  asserted  that  his  taste  in 
headgear  was  not  to  be  regulated  by  the 
current  fashion  or  by  the  hat  maker  of 
Highland  County.  This  is  about  all  that 
one  can  make  out  of  the  very  brief  entry 
in  the  court  records. 

The  births  and  baptisms  of  the  nine 
children  of  George2  W.  and  Rebecca 
(Ross)  Parkinson  not  having  been  re¬ 
corded  in  either  town  or  church  records 
(as  was  true  of  all  other  families  in  High¬ 
land  County),  the  exact  dates  of  those 
events  are  not  now  known.  Such  Bible 
records  and  personal  statements  as  have 
been  preserved  can  be  compared  with  the 
U.S.  census  records  of  1830  and  1840. 
In  1830,  when  the  population  of  High¬ 
land  County  had  reached  16,347,  George 
W.  Parkinson’s  family,  then  residing  in 
Concord  Township,  was  enumerated  as 
consisting  of  one  male  (himself)  aged 
under  sixty  years,  his  wife  aged  under 
fifty,  one  son  (Oliver)  under  fifteen,  two 
daughters  (Mary  and  Matilda)  between 
fifteen  and  twenty,  two  daughters  (Maria 
and  Frances  Eleanor)  between  five  and 
ten,  and  two  daughters  (Henrietta  and 
Mahala)  under  five  years.  The  eldest  son 
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Robert  Parkinson  had  gone  away  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  Far  West,  and  the 
daughter  Margaret  Ann  was  not  yet  born. 
That  the  dwelling  house  at  Sugartree 
Ridge  was  burned  shortly  before  the  next 
census  of  1840,  and  that  pending  the 
building  of  another  house  in  its  place,  the 
entire  family  passed  at  least  a  part  of  the 
year  1840  at  Newmarket,  is  suggested  by 
the  U.S.  census  of  1840  as  it  places  the 
family  in  Newmarket  Township  for  that 
year,  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest 
daughters,  Mary  and  Matilda,  who  had 
married  in  1832  and  1840  respectively. 
The  most  of  the  members  returned  to  the 
fifteen-acre  homestead  where  remained 
the  hat  shop;  but  twelve  months  before 
the  census  of  1850  they  were  bereaved  of 
the  father.  He  became  so  ill  before  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1848,  as  to  be  completely  unable 
to  be  of  service  to  his  family.  He  con¬ 
tinued  helpless  until  his  death  a  year  and 
a  half  later,  aged  sixty-nine.  With  the 
consent  of  his  wife,  their  son-in-law, 
Philip  Doyle,  who  had  married  their 
daughter  Frances  Eleanor  on  November 
18,  1841,  was  asked  to  take  charge  of  the 
estate  and  act  as  head  of  the  household. 
He  was  the  builder  of  a  number  of  houses 
in  the  township,  and  probably  had  rebuilt 
the  burned  Parkinson  house  about  the 
time  of  his  marriage. 

George  Washington  Parkinson  died  at 
Sugartree  Ridge  on  June  15,  1849.  He 
loved  life,  loved  his  family,  and  had  a 
marked  geniality,  sympathy,  and  friend¬ 
ship  for  humankind,  though  he  was  not 
demonstrative.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Lewis  Cemetery,  on  the  north  (left) 
side  of  Marble  Furnace  Road  nearly  a 


mile  eastward  from  the  top  of  Sugartree 
Ridge.  The  Parkinson  lot  in  this  ceme¬ 
tery  is  indicated  by  the  legible  gravestone 
of  George  Parkinson’s  grandchild,  Ed¬ 
ward  Doyle,  who  had  died  three  years 
previously.  The  several  low  gravestones 
at  that  spot  have  long  been  largely  cov¬ 
ered  with  vegetation  and  the  inscriptions 
upon  them  are  illegible.  The  stones  may 
have  been  broken  by  cattle.  They  stand, 
also,  for  his  wife,  Rebecca  (Ross)  Par¬ 
kinson,  and  Philip  Doyle.  The  cemetery 
at  the  Methodist  Church  on  the  Ridge  is 
not  so  old  as  the  Lewis  Cemetery,  but  was 
the  third  place  of  burial.  The  first  ceme¬ 
tery  was  a  private  lot  of  one-fourth  acre 
on  the  farm  originally  owned  by  Samuel 
Nichols  (owned  in  1880  by  Dr.  Noble  of 
Winchester)  a  few  hundred  yards  south¬ 
ward  from  the  southern  end  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Sugartree  Ridge. 

Though  said  to  have  been  “a  hand¬ 
some  man,”  George  W.  Parkinson  did 
not  allow  the  making  of  a  daguerreotype. 
The  portrait  of  his  wife  is  given  at  page 
186,  Ross  chapter,  as  the  first  white 
woman  to  reside  within  the  region  of 
Highland  County.  Because  of  this  fact  of 
history  her  memory  is  honored  and  per¬ 
petuated  by  one  of  the  patriotic  societies, 
the  Children  of  the  American  Revolution, 
a  branch  of  which  was  organized  in 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  March  30,  1922. 

Philip  Doyle,  the  enterprising  builder, 
was  highly  esteemed  by  Rebecca  (Ross) 
Parkinson.  Her  own  son,  Oliver,  desiring 
to  marry  and  live  in  a  separate  house  of 
his  own,  his  mother  sold  her  land  to  Mr. 
Doyle  seven  years  after  he  had  married 
her  daughter,  Frances3  Eleanor  Parkin- 


123 


Some  Descendants  of  John  Parkinson 


son.  To  them  she  resigned  the  headship  of 
the  household  consisting  of  herself  and 
all  the  younger  children.  With  the  death 
of  her  husband  there  remained  no  one  to 
continue  the  hat  business,  and  it  ceased 
abruptly.  Mr.  Doyle,  proceeding  with  his 
trade  of  builder,  converted  the  hat  shop 
into  an  addition  to  the  dwelling.  The 
property  that  she  received  from  her 
father,  Oliver  Ross,  August  15,  1826,  is 
described  in  that  deed,  recorded  at  Hills¬ 
borough,  as  being  a  part  of  the  land  pur¬ 
chased  by  Oliver  Ross,  May  9,  1811, 
from  H.  Massie.  The  bounds  of  the  land 
are  more  fully  stated  in  the  deed  to 
Philip  Doyle,  which  fully  establishes  its 
location. 

[Highland  County ,  Ohio ,  Registry  of  Deeds. 

Record  Book  No.  14,  p.  5 4 1 1 : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Re- 
beca  Parkinson  of  the  County  of  Highland 
state  of  Ohio  in  consideration  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  five  dollars  in  hand  paid  by  Philip 
Doyle  of  the  same  place  have  bargained  and 
sold  and  do  hereby  grant  bargain  sell  and  con¬ 
vey  unto  the  said  Philip  Doyle  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  the  following  premises  situated 
in  the  County  and  state  aforesaid  on  the 
waters  of  Brushcreek  and  bounded  and 
bounded  [rzc]  and  described  as  follows  Begin¬ 
ning  at  a  whiteoak  and  Gum  North  west  cor¬ 
ner  to  Samuel  Hetherington’s  land  in  the  line 
William  Igos  land  thence  with  Igos  line  North 
nine  degrees  East  thirty  four  poles  to  a  beech 
(stone)  corner  to  said  Igos  land  in  the  line  of 
Rachel  now  Henry  Wilkins  land  thence  south 
eighty  one  degrees  East  twenty  two  poles  to  a 
white  oak  and  Hickory  south  east  corner  to 
said  Wilkins  land  thence  North  nine  East 
twelve  poles  to  a  whiteoak  thence  South  eighty 


one  degrees  East  forty  six  poles  to  a  beech  cor¬ 
ner  to  John  Denny’s  land  thence  South  nine 
degrees  west  forty  nine  poles  to  a  dogwood 
in  the  line  of  St  Clair  Ross  now  Samuel  Heth¬ 
erington’s  thence  North  Eighty  one  degrees 
West  fifty  six  poles  to  the  beginning  contain¬ 
ing  fifteen  acres  of  land  more  or  less  being 
part  of  survey  733  entered  in  the  name  of 
Thomas  Christie  To  have  and  to  hold  said 
premises  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said 
Philip  Doyle  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and 
the  said  Rebecca  Parkinson  for  herself  and 
heirs  doth  hereby  covenant  with  said  Philip 
Doyle  his  heirs  and  assigns  that  the  aforesaid 
premises  are  free  from  all  incumbrances  and 
that  she  will  forever  warrant  and  defend  the 
same  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said 
Philip  Doyle  his  heirs  and  assigns  against  the 
lawful  claims  of  all  persons  whomsoever 
In  testimony  Whereof  the  said  Rebecca  Par¬ 
kinson  have  hereunto  set  her  hand  &  seal  this 
7th  day  of  February  1848 
her 

Rebecca  X  Parkinson  [Seal] 
mark 

In  presence  of  James  Hetherington 
Oliver  Parkinson 

State  of  Ohio  Highland  County  SS:  Before 
me  James  Hetherington  personally  appeared 
Rebecca  Parkinson  Grantor  to  the  above  deed 
of  conveyance  and  Acknowledged  the  signing 
and  sealing  of  the  same  to  be  her  act  and  deed 
for  the  purposes  therein  expressed  this  7  th  day 
of  February  1848. 

James  Hetherington  J.  P. 
Received  and  Recorded  March  17th  1848. 

Twenty-eight  months  later  the  U.S. 
census  enumerator  made  a  call  upon  the 
household  of  the  widow  Rebecca  (Ross) 
Parkinson : 
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Concord,  townshif,  July  27,  1850: 


[One  household  consisting  of]  [age] 

Philip  Doyl  32, 

Frances  Doyl  27, 

Charles  W.  Doyl  8, 

Eveline  Doyl  3, 

Rebecca  Parkinson  65, 

Mahala  Parkinson  22, 

Margaret  A.  Parkinson  29, 


[If  Philip  Doyle  personally  supplied  to  the 
U.S.  assistant  marshal  these  particulars  of  the 
members  of  the  household  on  July  27,  1850, 
as  set  down  by  the  enumerator,  he  erred  in  the 
matter  of  the  age  of  Margaret  A.  Parkinson 
by  over  ten  years.  His  wife,  Frances  (later 


carpenter,  born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Pa. 
born  in  Ohio 
born  in  Ohio 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Beveridge),  by  her  affidavit  of 
January  5,  1917,  established  the  date  of  her 
own  birth  as  September  25,  1824,  and  de¬ 
posed  as  follows:  “I  was  about  nine  years  older 
than  Margaret.”] 


The  same  census  accounts  for  another 
married  son  and  married  daughter  of 

Concord  townshif ,  25  July  1850  [household  of] 


Oliver  Parkinson  33 

Maria  Parkinson  31 

27  July  1850  [Household  of] 

David  M.  Couch  32, 

Maria  Couch  28, 

Henrietta  Parkinson,  25, 


Philip  Doyle  died  February  18,  1854, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Lewis  Cemetery  be¬ 
side  his  son  Edward  Doyle.  His  widow 
and  her  mother  continued  on  the  same  es¬ 
tate  until  November  5,  1856,  when  Re¬ 
becca  (Ross)  Parkinson  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  her  husband  in  the  Lewis  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Both  were  born  on  the  northern  bank 
of  the  noble  river  of  Juniata  between  the 
long  mountain  ranges  of  Pennsylvania — 
he  at  Huntingdon,  she  near  Lewistown. 
The  latter  place  was  then  in  Mifflin 
County.  The  date  of  her  birth  there  has 
been  reported  by  two  of  her  descendants 
as  August  2,  1786,  and  August  24,  1789, 


George  W.  and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkin¬ 
son: 


b.  in  Va.  [Maria  Turner] 

tinner,  value  of  real  estate  $450,  born  in  N.  J. 

born  in  Ohio  [Maria  Parkinson] 
born  in  Ohio 

respectively.  The  first  date  is  the  correct 
one,  because  her  appearance  in  1798  as  the 
first  white  woman  to  enter  the  territory 
later  called  Highland  County,  Ohio,  is 
known  to  have  occurred  in  her  twelfth 
year.  Which  one  of  the  several  broken, 
illegible  stones  close  to  the  legible  grave¬ 
stone  of  her  grandson,  Edward  Doyle, 
marks  her  resting  place  it  is  difficult  to 
decide  5  but  the  Rebecca  Ross  Chapter  of 
the  patriotic  society  which  would  further 
honor  the  memory  of  this  Scottish-Irish 
pioneer  for  whom  the  chapter  was  named, 
may  be  sure  that  she  sleeps  close  to  the 
headstone  of  her  grandson  in  the  center  of 
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the  Lewis  Cemetery  on  the  hilltop  over¬ 
looking  the  waters  of  Brush  Creek,  east 
of  Sugartree  Ridge. 

George2  Washington  and  Rebecca 
(Ross)  Parkinson  gave  to  Ohio  seven 
daughters  and  two  sons.  The  sons  and 
their  issue  soon  departed  from  Ohio;  the 
seven  daughters  remained.  They  were 
strong,  capable,  attractive,  enduring, 
motherly  women — mothers  of  men  of 
marked  energy.  Two  of  them  bore  sons 
that  have  become  national  leaders  in  their 
respective  spheres.  To  those  mothers  these 
men  owe  much  of  their  strength,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  their  sagacity,  courage,  and  en¬ 
durance.  Their  inheritances  from  these 
mothers  were  the  best  qualities  of  the 
Scottish-Irish — the  breed  of  men  and 
women  that  has  contributed  to  produce  so 
many  men  of  uncommon  intellectual 
power  in  Ohio  and  the  Middle  West. 
The  blending  in  Ohio  of  these  rugged 
Scottish-Irish  has  acted  as  a  stimulant  to 
the  fine-grained  stock  of  the  old  English 
gentry  from  Virginia.  The  births  of  the 
nine  children  of  the  warm-hearted,  im¬ 
pulsive  George  Washington  Parkinson 
and  his  cautious-minded,  practical  wife, 
Rebecca  Ross,  were  all  recorded  in  the 
Bible  of  the  parents;  this  book  also  con¬ 
tained  the  private  record  of  the  marriage 
of  the  parents.  All  these  private  records 
were  destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the 
family  residence  at  Sugartree  Ridge  as  is 
told  in  the  affidavit  of  Rebecca  (Ross) 
Parkinson  relating  to  her  husband’s  serv¬ 
ices  in  the  War  of  1812,  filed  at  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Pensions,  Washington,  D.C. 
Hence  the  dates  below,  additional  to  the 
official  county  records,  are  from  data  left 
by  the  two  last  living  daughters,  Frances 
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Eleanor3  (Parkinson)  Beveridge  and 
Margaret  Ann3  (Parkinson)  McClain. 
The  names  of  all  of  the  children  are  well 
known,  of  course,  to  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  of  living  sons,  daughters,  nieces,  and 
nephews: 

( 1 )  Mary  Catherine3  Parkinson,  born  at 
Newmarket,  Highland  County,  Ohio,  June 
16,  1 8 1 1  (named  for  her  aunt  Mary  Cath¬ 
erine  Ross  of  Tyrone,  Ireland,  who  married 
Robert  Huston  of  Newmarket  and  Sugartree 
Ridge,  Ohio).  She  married  at  Sugartree 
Ridge  immediately  after  the  issuance  of  a  li¬ 
cense  granted  by  William  Miller,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  now  recorded  on  page  twelve 
of  Book  3,  of  the  marriage  records  in  the 
probate  court  at  Hillsborough,  Highland 
County,  Ohio:  “Mary  Parkinson  &  Daniel 
Fry,  Aug.,  16,  1832.”  This  family  resided  on 
an  estate  in  Concord  Township,  three  miles 
southeast  of  Sugartree  Ridge.  Daniel  Fry 
died  there  June  21,  1886;  his  widow  died 
there  December  22,  1893,  in  her  eighty-third 
year.  Both  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  called 
“The  Knob,”  a  beautiful  site,  a  mile  and  a 
half  southeast  from  Sugartree  Ridge.  Their 
children  were: 

(1)  Matilda  Ann,  born  June  21,  1833,  died 
August  29,  1834;  (2)  Rebecca  Jane,  born 
in  1835,  died  in  1855;  (3)  George,  born 
in  1837,  died  in,  1844;  (4)  Roxey  E.,  born 
in  1840,  married  in  1859  D-  Edgington, 
and  died  in  1875  leaving  two  sons  and  two 
daughters;  (5)  Lusenna,  born  in  1844,  died 
in  1857;  (6)  Henrietta,  born  in  1842,  mar¬ 
ried  in  1861  A.  J.  Parks  and  left  one  son 
and  two  daughters. 

(2)  Robert3  Parkinson,  born  at  Newmar¬ 
ket,  Highland  County,  Ohio,  in  1813;  re¬ 
moved  to  Sugartree  Ridge,  with  his  parents, 
when  a  child.  His  sister,  Frances3  Eleanor 
(Parkinson)  Beveridge,  in  her  genealogical 
affidavit  of  January  5,  1917  (now  in  the 
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custody  of  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  at 
Greenfield,  Ohio),  testified:  “I  do  not  re¬ 
member  Robert  very  well;  he  went  away  from 
home  when  he  was  twenty-one,  and  never 
came  back.” 

(3)  Matilda3  Parkinson,  born  December 
IO,  1815,  was  licensed,  by  Wm.  M.  McRey- 
nolds,  J.P.,  to  marry:  “Matilda  Parkinson  & 
Michael  H.  Hare,  Sept.  17,  1840.”  [Page 
176,  book  4,  marriage  licenses ,  frobate  court , 
Hillsborough,  Ohio.]  She  died  August  7, 
1849,  leaving  one  son  and  three  daughters,  all 
since  deceased.  Michael  Huston  Hare  was  a 
Methodist,  who  is  said  on  page  53  of  Pioneer 
Record  of  Ross  County ,  Ohio,  to  have  come 
from  Delaware  to  Twin  Township,  Ross 
County,  in  1797  and  to  have  been  a  Captain 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Rev.  M.  H.  Hare’s 
nephew,  T.  M.  Hare  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
under  date  of  July  11,  1923,  writes:  “My 
recollection  of  the  career  of  Huston  Hare,  as 
we  always  knew  him,  is  not  very  definite.  He 
was  a  Chaplain  in  one  of  the  northern  regi¬ 
ments  during  the  Civil  War.  I  am  not  sure  he 
enlisted  from  Ohio,  but  after  the  Civil  War 
he  located  in  Iowa,  and  my  recollection  is 
died  in  the  city  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  He  mar¬ 
ried  his  second  wife  after  going  to  Iowa  and 
had  several  children  by  this  marriage.  Michael 
Huston  Hare  was  very  prominent  in  the  Iowa 
Conference  of  his  day;  he  served  some  of  the 
most  prominent  churches,  and  was  Presiding 
Elder  for  more  than  one  term.” 

(4)  Oliver3  Parkinson,  born  at  Sugartree 
Ridge  in  1817,  is  recorded  on  page  412  of 
book  five  of  Highland  County  marriage  rec¬ 
ords  in  the  probate  court  at  Hillsborough  as 
having  married:  “Oliver  Parkerson  &  Maria 
Turner  Aug.  30,  1849.”  His  sister,  Frances 
Eleanor  (Parkinson)  Beveridge,  in  her  genea¬ 
logical  affidavit,  executed  on  January  5,  1917, 
stated:  “Oliver  moved  to  Kansas;  he  died 
there  in  1881.  His  wife,  Maria,  died  in  1872. 
They  had  four  children,  three  now  living. 


Their  son  John  wrote  me  this  letter  in  1914 
from  Port  Orchard,  Washington,  and  in  it 
.  .  .  he  wrote  me  the  dates  of  his  father’s 
and  mother’s  deaths.”  The  said  four  children, 
and  his  parents  are  named  in  the  U.S.  census 
taken  by  Wm.  T.  Logan,  at  Sugartree 
Ridge,  on  June  15,  i860,  viz.:  “O.  Parkin¬ 
son,  aged  40,  farmer,  born  in  Ohio;  Maria 
Parkinson  aged  39,  born  in  Va.;  Olive  Par¬ 
kinson,  aged  9,  born  in  Ohio;  John  Parkinson, 
aged  8,  born  in  Ohio;  Margaret  Parkinson, 
aged  6,  born  in  Ohio;  Arahl  Parkinson,  aged 
1,  born  in  Ohio.” 

(5)  Maria3  Parkinson,  born  at  Sugartree 
Ridge,  in  1819,  was  licensed  on  June  27, 
1849,  by  Wm.  M.  McReynolds,  J.P.,  to 
marry  (three  days  later)  as  per  the  record  of 
marriage  on  page  388,  book  five  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  records  at  the  probate  court  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio:  “Maria  Parkinson  &  David  M. 
Couch  June  30,  1849.”  Mr.  Couch  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  They  resided  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge.  David  M.  Couch  purchased  of 
his  wife’s  brother-in-law  and  sister  Philip  and 
Frances  Eleanor  (Parkinson)  Doyle,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  3,  1852,  for  three  hundred  dollars,  “Lot 
No.  4  known  &  designated  in  the  Town  plat 
of  Sugar  Tree  Ridge  as  No.  4.”  This  home¬ 
stead  lot  is  now  indicated  by  the  third  house, 
southward  on  the  right  side  of  the  main  street 
of  Sugartree  Ridge,  from  its  junction  with 
the  Mowrystown  road.  The  deed,  recorded  on 
May  24,  1852  [ Highland  County  Deeds , 
Book  18,  p.  656],  was  signed  “Philip  Doyl,” 
“Elen  Doyl,”  and  witnessed  by  James  Heth- 
erington.  Previous  to  this  purchase  David  M. 
Couch  had  owned  the  residence  on  the  corner 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  thoroughfares, 
otherwise  lot  number  one;  he  sold  it  on  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1850,  to  James  Hetherington,  and 
the  deed  was  witnessed  by  Maria3  (Parkinson) 
Couch’s  sister,  Henrietta3  Parkinson,  and  their 
cousin  Henry  Ross.  David  M.  Couch  was  a 
dealer  in  stoves  and  general  tinware  and  metal 
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supplies  as  well  as  a  practical  manufacturer  of 
articles  from  pliable  metals.  Mr.  Couch  met 
with  a  frightful  accident  in  his  fortieth  year. 
He  was  accustomed  to  driving  his  four-horse 
team  with  one  rein.  While  returning  home 
from  Hillsborough  one  evening  with  his  four- 
horse  wagon  heavily  loaded  with  stoves,  he 
was  forced  off  the  seat  while  coming  down 
Chain  Hill,  fell  forward  under  the  wheels, 
and  was  crushed.  He  lived  less  than  three  days 
thereafter.  He  was  an  ardent  Methodist,  and 
lies  buried  in  the  churchyard  on  the  ridge,  be¬ 
side  the  marble  memorial  stone,  which  is  in¬ 
scribed  “David  M.  Couch  Died  Mar.  6,  1859, 
Aged  39  ys.  7  ms.  23  ds.”  This  tragedy  is  still 
remembered  by  aged  residents  at  Sugartree 
Ridge,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  A.  N.  Bunn,  gen¬ 
eral  merchant,  recently  repeated  the  details  of 
the  incident.  David  Noble  was  appointed  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  estate,  and  the  papers  in 
settlement  thereof  in  file  number  1434  in  the 
probate  court  of  Highland  County  name  the 
children  of  David  M.  and  Maria3  (Parkinson) 
Couch,  as  Rebecca  Mulford  Couch,  William 
Hall  Couch,  and  Charlotte  Couch.  The  son 
William  M.  became  a  resident  of  Adams 
County,  Ohio.  The  widow  Maria3  (Parkin¬ 
son)  Couch  remained  at  Sugartree  Ridge, 
sharing  her  home  with  her  unmarried  sister, 


Henrietta  Parkinson,  as  is  recorded  in  the  U.S. 
census  of  i860.  The  widow  married,  secondly, 
as  per  the  record  on  page  48  of  Highland 
County  marriage  record  book  number  eight: 
“Daniel  Robbins,  widower,  Maria  Couch, 
widow,  married  26  March,  1865,  by  John 
Manker,  M.G.” 

(6)  Henrietta3  Parkinson  was  born  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge  in  1822.  Her  marriage  certificate 
is  recorded  at  the  probate  court,  Hillsborough, 
Ohio:  “I  do  Hereby  Certify  that  William 
Sturges  and  Henrietta  Parkinson  were  joined 
in  Marriage  by  me  on  the  8th  day  of  May 
1867.  S.  Weeks,  of  the  M.E.C.”  There  were 
no  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturges, 
who  resided  at  New  Richmond,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio. 

(7)  Frances3  Eleanor  Parkinson,  of  whom 
hereinafter. 

(8)  Mahala3  Parkinson  was  born  in  1828 
or  1829  at  Sugartree  Ridge.  On  June  16, 
i860,  she  was  recorded  by  the  enumerator  of 
the  U.S.  census  as  residing  at  Lynchburg  in 
Dodson  Township,  in  the  family  of  the  post¬ 
master  of  that  place,  Norman  W.  Cummins. 
The  date  and  place  of  her  death,  as  a  spinster, 
many  years  ago,  have  not  come  to  our  notice. 

(9)  Margaret  Ann  Parkinson. 


Margaret  Ann  Parkinson  of  Sugartree  Ridge 

and  Greenfield 


MARGARET3  ANN  PARKIN¬ 
SON,  ninth  and  last  child  and 
seventh  daughter  of  George3 
Washington  and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkin¬ 
son,  was  born  at  Sugartree  Ridge,  Con¬ 
cord  Township,  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
doubtless  in  the  house — afterward  burned 


— of  her  father’s  on  the  fifteen-acre  lot 
that  her  mother  had  received  in  1827. 
This  land  is  indicated  on  the  U.S.  geologi¬ 
cal  survey  map,  Hillsborough  section,  as 
1,071  feet  above  sea  level,  and  as  being 
the  place  of  origin  of  one  of  the  chief 
brooks  flowing  southward  to  form  the 


128 


Some  Descendants  of  John  Parkinson 


“Little  West  Fork  Ohio  Brush  Creek.” 
The  land  is  close  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  junction  of  the  north-and-south 
Winchester  road  from  Newmarket  with 
the  road  eastward  to  Miller’s  Chapel 
School,  and  at  the  extreme  northern  foot 
of  Sugartree  Ridge.  As  in  other  in¬ 
stances,  the  U.S.  census  records  are  inac¬ 
curate  as  to  the  age  of  Margaret  Ann  Par¬ 
kinson  5  the  original  record  of  her  birth  in 
the  family  Bible  of  her  parents  was  de¬ 
stroyed  with  the  burning  of  the  Parkinson 
house.  Her  baptism  in  the  Methodist 
Church  on  the  Ridge  was  not  recorded, 
as  the  Methodists  did  not  record  such 
events,  nor  did  the  town  or  county  officers. 
After  her  marriage,  an  entry  of  her  birth 
was  made  in  the  Bible  of  her  husband, 
now  in  the  custody  of  her  son,  Edward 
Lee  McClain.  Written  near  the  bottom 
of  a  page,  with  the  year  of  birth  near  the 
edge,  the  last  figure  of  the  year  became 
faded  or  worn  by  the  thumbing  of  the 
book.  Her  husband,  in  attempting  to  re¬ 
store  that  vague  figure,  re-marked  the 
date  as  “1838,”  and  it  so  remains  in  the 
Bible  5  but  the  original  final  figure  must 
have  been  3  instead  of  8.  The  statement 
of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Frances  Eleanor  (Par¬ 
kinson)  Beveridge  is  conclusive.  As  to  the 
date  of  birth  of  Margaret  Ann  Parkinson, 
her  elder  sister,  Mrs.  Frances  Eleanor 
(Parkinson)  Beveridge,  in  a  formal  depo¬ 
sition  under  oath  made  at  Sullivan,  Moul¬ 
trie  County,  Illinois,  on  January  5,  1917, 
deposed: 

I  think  that  November  1st,  1833,  1S  cor" 
rect.  .  .  .  She  was  not  born  in  1838,  I  am 
certain.  ...  I  was  born  September  25  th, 
1824.  ...  I  was  about  nine  years  older  [than 
Margaret].  ...  I  remember  her  when  she 


was  born.  ...  I  nursed  her  when  she  was 
a  baby.  .  .  .  Mary  Catherine,  the  oldest  of 
all,  .  .  .  was  born  in  1811  .  .  .  sisters  Mar¬ 
garet  and  Henrietta  and  Mahala,  were  the 
youngest  of  father’s  children.  .  .  .  Margaret 
was  the  youngest.  .  .  .  Mahala  was  the  next 
youngest  to  Margaret.  [This  deposition  is  in 
the  possession  of  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esqr., 
Greenfield,  Ohio.] 

The  days  of  childhood  and  of  youth 
were  passed  in  the  peaceful  village  of  the 
Ridge  and  in  its  religious  atmosphere. 
The  Ridge,  though  isolated,  ever  has 
been  attractive  and  wholesome  as  a  place 
of  residence  because  of  its  elevation  above 
the  surrounding  country,  and  because  of 
the  community  interest  that  has  knit  the 
residents  together  in  domestic  prosperity 
and  harmony.  The  personal  beauty  and 
sweetness  of  spirit  of  the  woman  were  a 
counterpart,  or  reflex,  of  the  sentiment 
that  pervaded  the  place  in  which  she  grew 
to  young  womanhood.  The  school  that  she 
attended  was  the  second  one  built  in  the 
township.  The  first  school,  below  her 
uncle  St.  Clair  Ross’s  tavern,  was  aban¬ 
doned  for  the  new  school  built  on  the 
Ridge,  in  1822,  and  this  she  attended.  It 
is  now  superseded  by  a  newer  building  on 
the  same  site  between  the  two  churches. 
The  Methodist  Church  on  the  Ridge, 
about  two  hundred  yards  south  of  her 
home,  was  first  built  when  Margaret  Ann 
Parkinson  was  aged  between  four  and 
seven  years.  She  joined  this  church  as  a 
girl  4  it  was  not  replaced  by  another  build¬ 
ing  until  1859,  a  year  after  her  marriage. 
Thus  the  present  church  was  built  after 
she  had  left  the  Ridge.  She  was  of  a  lively 
disposition,  inheriting  the  handsome  pres¬ 
ence  of  her  father,  united  with  the  pru- 
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dence,  reserve,  and  capability  of  her  Scot¬ 
tish  mother.  Careers  for  young  women, 
other  than  that  of  the  noblest  of  all  func¬ 
tions  of  womankind,  motherhood,  were 
not  the  order  of  the  day  in  the  time  and 
place  where  she  was  reared.  Although  she 
listened  for  years  to  the  early  Methodist 
preachers  who 

with  homely  illustration,  quaint  humor,  and 
fervid  imagination  expounded  the  doctrines  of 
a  terrifying  creed,  a  physical  Heaven  and  Hell, 
a  future  existence  of  rewards  and  punish¬ 
ments,  with  a  straight  and  narrow  way  to  the 
one  and  a  broad  and  tempting  way  to  the 
other — a  religion  suited  to  many  of  the  lis¬ 
teners — strong,  vigorous,  positive,  actual,  fre¬ 
quently  pictured  in  a  manner  and  with  a  fer¬ 
vor  more  striking  and  terrifying  than  could 
have  been  done  by  the  genius  of  a  Milton  or 
a  Dante,* 

Margaret  Ann  Parkinson  remained  al¬ 
ways  soberly  receptive  and  composed.  She 
was  very  self-reliant,  with  a  sense  of  se¬ 
curity  and  well-being  of  mind  and  body. 
Bereaved  of  both  parents  before  she  mar¬ 
ried,  she  took  upon  herself  all  responsi¬ 
bility  for  her  own  maintenance.  During 
the  period  between  the  death  of  her 
mother  in  1856  and  her  own  marriage 
in  1858,  she  removed  from  Sugartree 
Ridge  to  Newmarket,  residing  with  her 
first  cousin,  Rebecca  St.  Clair  (Eakins) 
Murphy,  wife  of  the  wealthy  farmer, 
Samuel  Murphy,  whose  real  estate  (then 
assessed  at  $  1 6,000)  included  the  substan¬ 
tial  brick  dwelling  still  standing  a  few 
hundred  feet  south  of  the  center  of  New¬ 
market. 

Being  near  to  the  county  seat  at  Hills- 

*  Daniel  Scott  in  The  History  of  the  Early 
Settlement  of  Highland,  County. 
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borough,  she  visited  it  not  infrequently. 
Hither  also  came  the  merchant  of  Green¬ 
field,  William  Page  McClain.  Attraction 
for  her  beauty  on  his  part,  and  sympathy 
for  his  loss  of  a  previous  wife  on  her  part, 
led  to  friendship  and  marriage.  The  offi¬ 
cial  record  reads: 

[ Hillsborough ,  Highland  County ,  Ohio ,  Pro¬ 
bate  Court.  Marriage  Records  from  1804. 

Book  7,  p.  145]  : 

License  issued  September  2,  1858,  for  the 
marriage  of  William  P.  McClain,  above  21, 
to  Maggie  A.  Parkinson,  above  18. 

[Minister’s  Return  Certificate]  The  State 
of  Ohio,  Highland  County  SS.  I  do  hereby 
certify  that  William  P.  McClain  and  Maggie 
A.  Parkinson  were  joined  in  marriage  by  me 
on  the  3rd  day  of  September  1858.  J.  J. 
Bedle.  (Filed  and  Recorded  September  10th 
1858  by  R.  D.  Liley,  Probate  Judge.) 

For  forty  years  thereafter  she  resided 
at  Greenfield,  Highland  County,  Ohio. 
Years  filled  with  activities  innumerable — 
domestic,  religious,  social — in  which  her 
personal  charm  of  manner  and  gracious¬ 
ness  toward  others  augmented  her  influ¬ 
ence.  What  shall  be  said  of  the  lives  of 
many  such  women  who,  appearing  in  no 
public  station,  in  no  commercial  or  pro¬ 
fessional  enterprises,  leave  records  writ¬ 
ten  only  on  the  hearts  of  their  children 
and  friends?  The  value  of  such  lives  and 
the  best  evidence  of  their  fine  qualities  is 
to  be  seen  in  the  character  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  their  children.  By  the  few  now 
living  who  knew  her  life  and  now  recall 
her,  she  is  remembered,  as  are  the  mothers 
of  great  men,  who  prepared  the  way  for 
their  sons,  and  made  straight  in  the  des¬ 
erts  a  highway  for  their  children.  She  was 
a  mother  who  leads  one  to  think  of  the 
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mothers  of  the  Bible — of  Hannah,  who 
loved  her  son,  and  consecrated  him  to 
noble  deeds,  who  prayed  for  him  and 
worked  for  him.  One  must  also  think  of 
her  as  the  mother  who  had  such  faith  in 
her  boy  that  she,  against  the  opinions  of 
others,  aided  in  procuring  for  him  the 
money  with  which  to  launch  his  invention. 
Such  as  Margaret  Ann  (Parkinson)  Mc¬ 
Clain — they  are  the  mothers  of  men. 
“These  are  they  who  break  the  box  of 
alabaster,  and  fill  the  rooms  of  life  with 
perfume.” 

In  church  work  she  was  not  so  active  or 
prominent  as  her  husband,  being  of  a 
more  retiring  nature,  yet  her  heart  was  no 
doubt  there.  Mrs.  McClain  was  a  woman 


of  much  composure,  self-possession,  and 
womanly  bearing.  Maternal  love  was  her 
prevailing  attribute,  her  joy  of  life.  After 
nine  years  of  widowhood,  yet  happy  to  an 
extreme  degree  at  the  success  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  and  as  the  recipient  of  their  devo¬ 
tion,  Margaret  Ann  (Parkinson)  McClain 
passed  from  the  felicity  of  the  presence 
about  her  of  her  children,  her  kin,  and 
her  friends  who  composed  her  earthly 
heaven,  on  June  26,  1897,  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  aged  sixty-three  years,  seven 
months,  and  twenty-six  days.  Her  de¬ 
scendants  are  given  in  the  McClain  chap¬ 
ter.  Beside  her  husband,  on  the  open, 
northern  border  of  the  Greenfield  Ceme¬ 
tery,  she  sleeps. 


Frances  Eleanor  Parkinson 


FRANCES3  ELEANOR  PAR¬ 
KINSON,  seventh  child  and  fifth 
daughter  of  George  Washington 
and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson,  was 
named  for  her  maternal  grandmother, 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  who, 
born  in  the  valley  of  the  Mourne,  near 
Londonderry  in  the  province  of  Ulster, 
Ireland,  died  at  Sugartree  Ridge,  High¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  when  her  grand¬ 
daughter  was  about  six  years  old.  Frances 
Eleanor  Parkinson  was  born  at  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  house  on  the  fifteen-acre  home  lot 
at  the  north  foot  of  Sugartree  Ridge,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Winchester  road  and 
south  side  of  the  road  to  Miller’s  Chapel, 
on  September  25,  1824.  This  date  is  from 
her  own  affidavit,  dated  January  5,  1917, 


now  in  the  custody  of  Edward  Lee  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Esquire,  at  Greenfield,  Ohio.  The 
land  was  then  the  northern  part  of  the 
150-acre  estate  of  Oliver  Ross,  her  mater¬ 
nal  grandfather.  He,  shortly  before  his 
death  three  years  later,  conveyed  by  a 
recorded  deed,  those  fifteen  acres  to  his 
daughter  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson.  The 
house  in  which  the  latter’s  daughter, 
Frances3  Eleanor  Parkinson,  was  born 
was  destroyed  by  fire  shortly  before 
Frances  first  married  in  1841.  She  was 
born  when  Highland  County,  Ohio,  was 
ninety  per  cent  forest  5  when  ferocious 
beasts  were  prevalent,  wild  bees  and  wild 
turkeys  plentiful.  She  saw  many  of  the 
actual  pioneers  of  southern  Ohio,  the  men 
who  had  forced  the  Indians  away.  She 
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heard  their  stories  of  adventure,  and 
heard  related  the  facts  as  to  where,  before 
coming  to  Ohio,  those  men  and  their 
families  had  lived  and  were  born,  and 
who  their  immediate  ancestors  were  in  the 
British  Isles.  She  felt  the  force  of  the 
Spartan  spirit  of  those  pioneers,  became 
imbued  with  its  fortitude,  and  received 
from  the  simple,  natural,  strenuous  con¬ 
ditions  of  life  amid  which  her  early  days 
were  passed  the  impetus  to  be  “up  and 
doing,”  and  also  the  capacity  to  make  the 
most  of  those  conditions.  Frances  Eleanor 
Parkinson,  more  than  did  her  sisters, 
seems  to  have  inherited  some  of  the  aus¬ 
terity,  the  firmness  of  mind,  the  forceful¬ 
ness,  the  intellectual  power,  the  virility, 
and  the  impulsive  warmth  of  the  Scottish- 
Irish  pioneers.  Her  grandfather,  Oliver 
Ross,  had  ceased  to  be  the  schoolmaster, 
and  so  Frances  Eleanor  Parkinson  at¬ 
tended  the  same  (second)  school  on  the 
Ridge  as  did  afterward  her  sister  Mar¬ 
garet.  But  Frances,  being  nine  years  older, 
received  her  first  religious  experiences  at 
the  meetings  held  at  the  house  of  the 
nearest  neighbors — the  Wilkins  family — 
on  the  Winchester  road  near  the  junction 
of  the  present  road  eastward  to  Miller’s 
Chapel  School.  She  was  over  twelve  years 
of  age  when  this  Methodist  society 
erected  its  first  church  on  the  Ridge. 
Were  it  not  for  the  Methodist  meetings 
and  the  school,  her  early  life  would  have 
been  narrowly  circumscribed  by  the  limi¬ 
tations  of  the  forest-surrounded  settle¬ 
ment  composed  of  a  score  of  families. 
Itinerant  preachers  came  frequently.  The 
services  were  a  treat,  a  diversion,  as  well 
as  a  spiritual  elevation  to  the  community. 

Religion  was  not  to  her  and  to  the 
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others  a  service  merely  to  be  attended  j  it 
was  something  to  take  part  in,  as  necessary 
as  one’s  daily  bread.  To  that  interest  she 
held  fast  as  a  real  refuge — a  comfort,  a 
duty,  a  joy,  all  the  years  of  her  long  life. 
At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years  she 
had  matured  in  mind  and  body,  and  began 
married  life  in  a  home  of  her  own.  This 
marriage  is  recorded: 

[Probate  Courty  Hillsborough ,  Highland 

County ,  Ohio.  Marriage  Records ,  Book  4, 

p.  269]: 

Elenor  Parkinson  &  Philip  Doyle,  Nov.  18, 
1841.  (The  license  was  granted  on  November 
17,  1841,  at  Hillsborough,  by  John  Munker.) 

Her  parents  were  then  living,  and 
Philip  Doyle,  the  carpenter  and  builder 
active  in  replacing  the  original  log  cabins 
with  new  frame  houses,  is  believed  to 
have  taken  his  bride  to  his  own  property, 
lot  No.  4  on  the  Sugartree  Ridge  town 
plat  drawn  in  1844.  This  was  then  the 
fourth  lot  and  was  on  the  western  side  of 
the  main  street,  south  of  the  present  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  Mowrystown  road;  but  the 
site  is  now  best  indicated  by  the  third 
house  south  of  this  junction.  Mr.  Doyle 
was  seven  years  her  elder.  There  were 
born  five  children  by  her  first  husband, 
Philip  Doyle: 

(1)  Charles  Wesley  Doyle,  born  in  1842, 
died  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  5,  1902; 
married  Elizabeth  Kyle  and  had  a  daughter, 
Stella;  he  married,  secondly,  Carrie  Bell 
Freeman. 

(2)  Edward  Clayton  Doyle  whose  grave¬ 
stone  in  the  Lewis  cemetery  on  Marble  Fur¬ 
nace  road  reads:  “Edward  son  of  Phillip  & 
Frances  E.  Doyl  died  Augth  15,  1845,  aged 
1  year  &  7  months. 

(3)  Newton  Doyle,  died  May  6,  1853. 
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There  is  a  small  broken  or  unmarked  head¬ 
stone  close  to  the  inscribed  headstone  of  his 
brother  Edward. 

(4)  Evaline  Doyle,  born  in  1848,  died 
January  2,  1902;  leaving  her  husband,  Ed¬ 
win  Webster  Brown,  whom  she  married  in 
1873,  four  daughters,  and  one  son: 

(a)  Owna  Gay  Brown,  who  married  George 
W.  Webster  and  has  a  daughter  Eileen  Vir¬ 
ginia  Webster;  (b)  Corinne  Lucile  Brown, 
who  married  Edwin  William  Dick  and  has 
daughters,  Marion  Lucile  Dick  and  Betty 
Anne  Dick;  (c)  Ada  Catherine  Brown, 
who  married  William  Thomas  Keith  and 
has  a  daughter,  Helen  Evelyn  Keith,  who, 
after  the  second  marriage  of  her  mother  to 
James  Clifford  Mears,  assumed  the  surname 
of  Mears;  (d)  Harry  Webster  Brown,  who 
married  Grace  Tresa  Helfrich  and  has  issue 
George  Edward  Brown  and  Helen  Marie 
Brown.  They  reside  at  Los  Angeles,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  (e)  Jessie  Doyle  Brown,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Edward  Buckingham  Hill,  has  a  daugh¬ 
ter  Kathryn  Pardee  Hill,  and  resides  at 
Washington,  Pennsylvania. 

(5)  Samuel  Bartin  Doyle,  now  of  High¬ 
land  Park,  Michigan,  married  Anna  Laley, 
and  has  issue:  (a)  Ella  Mae  Doyle,  who  mar¬ 
ried  George  I.  Powell;  (b)  Kathryn  Laley 
Doyle,  who  married  Cushing  Smith;  (c)  Jo¬ 
seph  Lemen  Doyle  (deceased);  and  (d)  Frank 
Lockwood  Doyle. 

By  deed,  dated  January  3,  1853 

[■ Highland  County  Land  Records ,  Book 
18 ,  p.  656],  Philip  and  Frances  Eleanor 
(Parkinson)  Doyle,  over  three  years  after 
the  death  of  her  father,  George2  Wash¬ 
ington  Parkinson,  sold  lot  No.  4  to  their 
brother-in-law  David  M.  Couch.  Over 
four  years  before  this  sale,  Philip  and 
Frances  Eleanor,  owing  to  the  long  illness 
of  her  father,  which  resulted  in  his  death 
in  1849,  had  purchased  of  her  mother  the 


homestead  of  fifteen  acres  at  the  lower 
north  end  of  the  Ridge,  whereon  Frances 
had  lived  before  marriage,  and  had  re¬ 
lieved  her  bereaved  mother  by  taking 
upon  herself  and  her  husband  the  care  of 
the  property  and  of  the  mother,  as  is 
shown  by  the  U.S.  census  of  1850.  Fran¬ 
ces  was  but  twenty-four  years  of  age  when 
she  thus  took  upon  herself  these  addi¬ 
tional  responsibilities.  Philip  and  Frances 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  his  death 
in  1854.  After  the  death  of  her  mother, 
Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson,  in  1856,  the 
unmarried  daughters  removed  from  the 
fifteen-acre  homestead  to  positions  of 
their  own  choosing.  The  dwelling  house 
then  on  this  land  was  the  second  one 
thereon,  doubtless  built  for  George2 
Washington  Parkinson  by  his  son-in-law, 
Philip  Doyle — the  first  house,  in  which 
Frances  was  born,  having  burned.  A  part 
or  a  connecting  section  of  that  second 
house  still  remains  on  the  land.  This  sec¬ 
tion,  evidently,  was  used  in  whole  or  in 
part  for  the  manufacture  of  hats  by 
George2  W.  Parkinson  before  or  between 
1840  and  his  last  illness  in  1848.  The 
other  old  buildings  were  long  since  de¬ 
stroyed  and  replaced  by  a  newer  residence 
and  other  structures.  For  six  years,  1848- 
’54,  Philip  and  Frances  Eleanor  (Parkin¬ 
son)  Doyle  resided  in  that  second  house. 

At  thirty  years  of  age,  on  February  18, 
1854,  she  was  bereaved  of  her  husband, 
Philip,  and  left  with  their  two  young  chil¬ 
dren  and  her  aged  mother.  Frances’ 
youngest  sister,  Margaret  Ann,  then  aged 
twenty  years,  was  there  to  help  and  to 
console.  Thereafter,  for  two  years  and 
nine  months,  these  sisters  sustained  their 
declining  mother,  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkin- 
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son,  who  died  on  November  5,  1856. 
Frances  Eleanor  (Parkinson)  Doyle  re¬ 
mained  sole  mistress  and  owner  of  the  fif¬ 
teen-acre  home  lot  and  of  the  buildings 
thereon.  For  four  years  and  two  months 
after  the  death  of  her  mother,  she  con¬ 
tinued  the  sole  provider  for  her  family; 
and  six  years  and  eleven  months  elapsed 
after  the  death  of  Philip  Doyle  before 
she  married  again.  The  date  of  her  second 
marriage,  on  January  1,  1861,  to  Thomas 
Henry  Beveridge,  is  taken  from  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  old  Bible  that  was  in  the  custody  of 
the  late  John  L.  Beveridge  of  Seaman, 
Adams  County,  Ohio. 

Thomas  Henry  Beveridge,  a  Virginian 
by  birth,  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Feb¬ 
ruary  10,  1818,  was  a  farmer  with  an  es¬ 
tate  situated  on  “Little  West  Fork  Ohio 
Brush  Creek,”  about  three  miles  south¬ 
easterly  of  the  village  of  Sugartree 
Ridge,  in  Concord  Township.  This  farm 
was  near  the  boundary  line  between 
Highland  and  Adams  counties,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Beveridge  was  a  widower,  whose  first 
wife,  Elizabeth  Lamb  (born  November 
1,  1818),  had  died  in  Concord  Township, 
the  mother  of  six  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  among  whom  were  Jacob,  Thomas 
L.,  Columbia,  John  L.,  and  Elizabeth 
Virginia  Beveridge  (born  July  13,  1856, 
married  May  7,  1879,  E.  B.  Eden  of  Sul¬ 
livan,  Illinois).  To  Mrs.  Eden  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  dates  from  the  Bible  of 
her  father.  Frances  Eleanor  (Parkinson) 
Doyle-Beveridge’s  sister,  Margaret  Ann 
Parkinson,  had  married  William  Page 
McClain  in  1859;  their  sister  Henrietta 
had  made  her  home  with  their  married 
sister,  Maria  (Parkinson)  Couch;  the 
other  sister,  unmarried,  had  removed  to 


Lynchburg.  So,  with  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Beveridge  in  January,  1861,  Frances 
Eleanor  was  the  last  of  the  Parkinson 
family  to  live  on  the  fifteen-acre  home¬ 
stead  on  which  these  Parkinson  daughters 
had  been  born.  She  transferred  her  pos¬ 
sessions  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Bever¬ 
idge,  and  there,  adding  his  large  family 
to  her  own  two  children,  became  the  capa¬ 
ble  and  determined  mistress  of  that  long, 
rambling  farmhouse  that  still  has  the 
white,  four-columned  portico  at  one  end. 
Here  her  capacity  to  teach,  to  govern,  and 
to  win  the  esteem  of  boys  and  girls  was 
fully  exercised.  Here  long  were  her  daily 
hours  of  activity.  Here  in  this  house  with 
the  columned  portico  almost  as  large  as 
the  end  of  the  house  to  which  it  was  at¬ 
tached,  was  born,  October  6,  1862,  her 
illustrious  son,  Albert  Jeremiah  Bever¬ 
idge,  the  only  child  of  this  marriage. 

This  house  and  farm  are  owned  (1927) 
by  Mr.  James  W.  Shaw.  Ambitious  for 
her  children  from  the  first,  she,  between 
two  and  three  years  after  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War,  concurred  in  the  desire  of  her 
husband  to  dispose  of  their  property  in 
Concord  Township,  and  to  remove  to  the 
more  arable  and  richer  soil  of  eastern  Illi¬ 
nois.  They  bought  a  farm  on  the  northern 
side  of  Sullivan,  Moultrie  County,  Illi¬ 
nois,  removing  a  few  years  later  into  the 
village.  Here  for  fifty  years  she  made  her 
home.  The  record  of  her  life  there  may 
be  termed  “local,”  but,  for  a  woman 
whose  entire  life  was  passed  in  a  com¬ 
munity  comparatively  small,  she  had  a 
wide  comprehension  of  life,  and  a  clear 
perception  of  some  of  the  larger  affairs 
of  her  time,  particularly  as  to  right  and 
wrong  tendencies  and  events.  As  the  years 
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grew  apace  her  mind  became  reflective, 
encompassed  a  deep  perspective  of  years. 
Thomas  Henry  Beveridge  died  at  Sulli¬ 
van,  Illinois,  October  19,  1895,  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  Frances  Eleanor 
(Parkinson)  Beveridge  survived  him  for 
over  twenty-two  years. 

Back  there  at  Sugartree  Ridge,  she  and 
her  sister,  Margaret  Ann  (Parkinson) 
McClain,  had  their  early  dreams;  years 
later  their  lifelong  prayers  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  and  eminence  of  their  sons  were  an¬ 
swered  in  a  measure  far  beyond  anything 
they  asked.  She  was  one  of  these  two 
mothers  who,  in  the  harvest  years  of  their 
lives,  found  joy  unspeakable  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  their  sons.  Her  portrait, 
suggesting  even  in  great  age  mental  and 


physical  virility,  is  more  impressive  than 
written  words.  By  her  friends  she  will 
continue  to  be  remembered,  as  in  the 
characteristic  portrait,  seated  beside  the 
window  pondering  over  the  words  in  a 
book — sitting  and  philosophizing  to  her¬ 
self,  as  one  upon  a  spiritual  mount,  peer¬ 
ing  back  upon  ninety  years  of  life. 

Her  life  was  prolonged  by  the  tender 
solicitude  of  her  eminent  son  and  of  her 
stepdaughter.  Until  her  final  illness, 
though  memory  of  early  events  had 
partly  faded,  hers  was  still  the  voice  of 
authority  as  mother,  and  her  independ¬ 
ence  of  mind  remained  undiminished  un¬ 
til  her  last  illness.  She  was  laid  to  rest  at 
Sullivan,  Moultrie  County,  Illinois,  on 
April  3,  1918. 


The  Honorable  Albert  Jeremiah  Beveridge 


ALBERT  JEREMIAH  BEVER- 
IDGE  was  born  October  6, 
m  1862,  in  the  house  situated  on 
his  father’s  farm  near  the  “Little  West 
Fork  Ohio  Brush  Creek,”  about  three 
miles  southeast  of  the  village  of  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge,  Concord  Township,  High¬ 
land  County,  Ohio.  In  1921,  the  property 
was  owned  by  Mr.  James  W.  Shaw.  At 
the  time  of  his  birth,  his  father  and  older 
half-brothers  were  serving  in  the  Union 
Army.  Mr.  Beveridge  was  the  only  child 
of  Thomas  Henry  Beveridge  and  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  Frances  Eleanor  Parkinson  (the 
widow  of  Philip  Doyle). 

Thomas  Henry  Beveridge  was  born  in 
Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  February  10, 
1818,  and  died  in  Sullivan,  Moultrie 


County,  Illinois,  October  19,  1895.  He 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Beveridge  (born  in 
Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  February  16, 
1771,  died  February  4,  1827)  by  his  wife 
Tacy  Roberts  (daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Roberts).  Tacy  Roberts  was  born 
December  8,  1778,  and  died  November 
5,  1831.  Thomas  Beveridge  was  a  son  of 
John  and  Susannah  (Noble)  Beveridge, 
of  Loudoun  County,  Virginia.  These 
names  and  dates  are  from  the  family 
Bible  of  Thomas  Beveridge,  formerly  in 
the  possession  of  his  grandson,  the  late 
John  T.  Beveridge,  of  Seaman,  Ohio,  and 
were  supplied  in  June,  1923,  by  Mrs. 
Erastus  B.  Eden  (Elizabeth  Virginia 
Beveridge),  of  Sullivan,  Illinois. 

After  the  war,  Thomas  Henry  Bever- 
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idge  lost  his  property  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  moved  to  a  farm  about 
three  miles  north  of  Sullivan,  Moultrie 
County,  Illinois,  later  moving  into  the 
village  itself.  Here  Albert  Jeremiah 
Beveridge  grew  up,  working  on  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm  and  attending  the  village 
school.  He  worked  as  a  day  laborer  on  the 
railroad  at  fourteen  and  worked  as  a  log¬ 
ger  and  teamster  at  fifteen,  [Indianapolis 
Journal ,  January  io,  1899.]  At  sixteen, 
he  took  a  competitive  examination  for 
West  Point,  but  failed  of  appointment  by 
one-fifth  of  one  per  cent.  His  father  sym¬ 
pathized  with  the  boy’s  desire  to  secure 
an  education,  and  paid  him  a  small  wage. 
He  invested  the  small  sum  he  had  saved 
in  renting  a  large  field  in  partnership  with 
his  father,  sowing  it  with  wheat.  How¬ 
ever,  drought  ruined  the  crop,  and  he  lost 
his  small  capital.  [Professor  Joseph  Car- 
hart  in  the  Indianapolis  Star ,  October  1 6, 
1910.] 

Edward  Anderson,  a  friendly  lumber¬ 
man,  hearing  of  this  calamity  and  having 
faith  in  the  youth,  offered  to  lend  him 
fifty  dollars  with  which  to  enter  college. 
The  loan  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  in 
September,  1881,  he  entered  De  Pauw 
University  (then  Asbury  College)  at 
Greencastle,  Indiana,  selecting  that  in¬ 
stitution  because  the  president  responded 
personally  in  an  encouraging  way  to  his 
letter  of  inquiry,  and  invited  him  to  enter. 
[Literary  Digest ,  Vol.  XCIII,  No.  10,  p. 
34,  June  4,  1927.]  At  this  time,  the 
yearly  expense  at  De  Pauw  was  about 
$175.  Beveridge  was  dependent  on  him¬ 
self  for  support,  and  was  under  obliga¬ 
tion  to  repay  the  loan.  He  earned  his 
board  by  acting  as  steward  for  one  of  the 


college  eating  clubs  and  secured  a  little 
money  by  taking  college  prizes.  During 
the  summer  following  his  freshman  year, 
he  worked  as  a  book  agent.  During  the 
summer  following  his  sophomore  year, 
he  organized  a  “team”  of  his  fellow  stu¬ 
dents,  and  literally  flooded  Iowa  with 
“Errors  Chains.”  [John  A.  Coffin,  In¬ 
diana  Magazine  of  History ,  Vol.  XXIV, 
No.  3,  p.  147.] 

He  distinguished  himself  as  a  student, 
repeatedly  winning  honors  in  Belles- 
Lettres  and  in  history.  He  won  a  second 
prize  in  English  composition  in  his 
freshman  year;  in  his  sophomore  year, 
he  won  prizes  in  history  and  oratory;  in 
his  junior  year,  he  won  a  prize  in  oratory 
and  a  prize  of  thirty  dollars  offered  by 
the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union  for  the  best  essay  on  “Comparative 
Results  of  License  and  Prohibitory  Legis¬ 
lation,”  and  in  his  senior  year,  won  the 
De  Pauw  Prize  of  one  hundred  dollars 
in  oratory.  Oratory  was  his  favorite 
study.  He  easily  excelled  in  his  college, 
and  in  his  senior  year,  he  brought  honor 
to  his  Alma  Mater  by  defeating  all  other 
colleges  of  De  Pauw’s  class  in  the  inter¬ 
state  oratorical  contest  held  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  May  7,  1885.  On  his  return  to 
Greencastle,  he  was  enthusiastically  wel¬ 
comed  by  both  college  and  town.  [Indian¬ 
apolis  Journal ,  May  12,  1885.] 

The  summer  following  his  graduation 
from  college  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B.,  in 
1885,  was  spent  in  western  Kansas.  He 
led  an  outdoor  life  among  cowboys  and 
earned  a  livelihood  by  locating  settlers  on 
government  land.  He  won  the  friendship 
of  a  cowboy  named  Crosscut  by  nursing 
him  through  a  severe  illness.  Later  Cross- 
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cut  saved  his  life  when  he  was  attacked  by 
a  stage  driver  named  Joe  Orr.  ^Indian¬ 
apolis  Star ,  January  1,  1901.] 

Returning  to  Indianapolis,  he  read 
law  in  the  office  of  McDonald  and  But¬ 
ler.  At  the  end  of  a  year,  he  became  man¬ 
aging  clerk.  In  1887,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar,  at  once  began  independent  prac¬ 
tice,  and  soon  made  a  reputation.  His  first 
pleading  was  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Indiana,  and  the  Massilion  Bridge 
Company  against  the  Commissioners  of 
Lawrence  County  was  his  first  jury  case. 
[. Indianapolis  News ,  January  11,  1899.] 
From  his  earliest  youth,  Mr.  Bever¬ 
idge  was  interested  in  politics.  He  began 
his  career  as  a  political  orator,  while  still 
in  college,  during  the  Blaine  campaign  of 
1884.  His  first  address  was  delivered  at 
Montezuma,  Indiana,  September  16, 
1884.  [ Indianapolis  Journal ,  September 
19,  1884.]  He  spoke  almost  every  day 
thereafter  till  the  close  of  the  campaign, 
going  into  all  parts  of  the  state.  In  1898, 
he  resolved  to  be  a  candidate  to  succeed 
David  Turpie  as  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  Indiana.  Early  in  that  year, 
he  enlisted  the  support  of  some  of  his 
closest  political  friends.  They  agreed  to 
seek  election  to  the  legislature  with  the 
purpose  of  accomplishing  his  election. 
They  kept  their  plan  secret,  Beveridge 
working  to  secure  their  election.  All  of 
his  Marion  County  supporters  were 
elected,  and  the  Republicans  had  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

Though  it  had  been  rumored  from 
time  to  time  that  Beveridge  would  be  a 
candidate,  it  was  not  till  November  that 
the  Indianapolis  Journal  spoke  of  his  can¬ 
didacy  as  a  certainty.  He  did  not  have  the 


support  of  even  the  Marion  County  “ma¬ 
chine,”  but  his  oratory  and  his  recognized 
ability  won  favorable  attention  and  public 
sympathy.  The  leading  candidate  seemed 
to  be  J.  Frank  Hanly  of  Lafayette,  six 
months  Beveridge’s  junior,  who  had 
served  as  a  State  Senator  and  as  a  Repre¬ 
sentative  in  Congress.  Balloting  began  on 
the  night  of  January  10,  1899.  On  the 
eighth  ballot,  it  became  evident  that  the 
only  way  to  defeat  Hanly  was  for  the 
supporters  of  the  three  or  four  other  can¬ 
didates  to  unite  on  Beveridge.  On  the 
ninth  ballot,  he  gained  eight  votes,  and 
on  the  tenth  ballot,  amid  the  wildest  ap¬ 
plause,  he  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
four  votes.  [ Indianapolis  Journal ,  Janu¬ 
ary  11,  1899.] 

Beveridge  entered  on  his  duties  with 
characteristic  energy  and  enthusiasm.  He 
saw  that  the  question  of  the  policy  of  the 
government  toward  the  Philippines  would 
be  much  discussed  in  the  next  Congress. 
While  other  members  of  Congress  were 
discussing  theories  and  rumors  and  scraps 
of  news  from  the  Islands,  Beveridge,  in¬ 
forming  only  a  few  friends  of  his  pur¬ 
pose,  departed  with  Mrs.  Beveridge  on 
March  21,  1899,  for  what  was  ostensibly 
a  vacation  trip  to  the  Philippines,  China, 
and  Japan.  He  made  a  careful  study  of 
conditions  in  the  Far  East,  and  returned 
to  Indianapolis  September  2,  1899,  hav¬ 
ing  stopped  in  Washington  at  the  request 
of  President  McKinley  to  report  on  his 
visit.  \Indianapolis  Journal ,  September  3, 
1899.] 

Beveridge  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
December  4,  1899.  On  January  4,  1900, 
he  gave  notice  that  on  January  ninth  he 
would  speak  on  the  Philippine  question. 


M* 


-f  \/  ^?/  sii. 


— 


i37 


Some  Descendants  of  John  Parkinson 


Because  of  his  visit  to  the  Islands,  and 
because  of  his  having  conferred  with  the 
President  on  the  situation  there,  it  was 
believed  that  he  would  speak  for  the 
President.  Senators  were  deluged  with 
requests  for  seats  in  the  galleries,  and  it 
was  a  brilliant  audience  that  greeted  the 
Senator  on  the  memorable  day.  {Indian¬ 
apolis  Journal ,  January  io,  1900.]  He 
spoke  rapidly  in  a  clear,  musical,  and  well 
modulated  voice,  and  held  his  audience  in 
rapt  attention  for  two  hours.  In  his  final 
paragraph,  he  pleaded  for  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  introduced  by 
him: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica  in  Congress  assembled .  That  the  Philippine 
Islands  are  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  United 
States  to  retain  them  as  such  and  to  establish 
and  maintain  such  governmental  control 
throughout  the  Archipelago  as  the  situation  de¬ 
mands.  {Congressional  Record ,  Fifty-sixth 
Congress,  First  Session,  Vol.  XXXIII,  Part  I, 
pp.  704-712.] 

The  speech  was  widely  published  and 
was  favorably  received.  Kven  those  news¬ 
papers  disapproving  of  the  policy  advo¬ 
cated  spoke  highly  of  the  oration  and  of 
the  knowledge  and  sincerity  of  the 
speaker.  Beveridge  spoke  again  on  the 
Philippines  on  June  3,  1902,  reasserting 
his  belief  that  the  United  States  should 
retain  the  Islands. 

He  was  elected  to  a  second  term  in  the 
Senate  by  the  Indiana  legislature  on  Janu¬ 
ary  16,  i9°5* 

As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ter¬ 
ritories,  Beveridge  had  much  to  do  with 


the  effort  to  secure  the  admission  of  Okla¬ 
homa,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico  into  the 
Union.  On  December  7,  1905,  he  intro¬ 
duced  his  statehood  bill,  and  on  February 
7,  1906,  secured  a  vote.  The  bill  passed, 
but  only  after  a  bitter  struggle  during 
which  the  portion  relating  to  Arizona  and 
New  Mexico  was  deleted.  However,  the 
House  failed  to  concur,  and  so  statehood 
was  denied  even  Oklahoma  for  the  time 
being.  On  March  8,  1906,  he  spoke  for 
two  hours  and  forty  minutes,  making  a 
brilliant  plea  for  the  bill.  At  times  the 
colloquies  were  very  short  and  some  of 
Beveridge’s  retorts  cut  “like  a  razor’s 
edge.”  {Indianapolis  Star ,  March  9, 
1906.]  The  bill  was  passed  the  following 
day,  so  far  as  Oklahoma  was  concerned, 
and  Senator  Beveridge  had  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  seeing  Oklahoma  formally  de¬ 
clared  admitted  into  the  Union  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  November  16,  1907. 

{Formation  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma , 
University  of  California  Publications  in 
History,  206-214.] 

On  May  21,  1906,  Senator  Beveridge 
introduced  one  of  the  most  important 
pieces  of  legislation  with  Which  his  name 
is  connected.  It  was  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  “inspection,  examination,  and  super¬ 
vision  of  live  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  and 
goats,  and  the  carcasses  and  food  products 
thereof,  which  are  the  subject  of  inter¬ 
state  or  foreign  commerce,  and  for  other 
purposes.”  {Congressional  Record,  Fifty- 
ninth  Congress,  First  Session,  Vol.  XL, 
Part  8,  p.  7127.]  The  measure  had  the 
approval  of  President  Roosevelt,  and  of 
the  “Progressive”  faction  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  Through  Beveridge’s  leader¬ 
ship,  the  bill  was  passed  on  June  29, 
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1906,  and  was  signed  by  the  President  the 
next  day. 

On  December  5,  1906,  he  introduced 
his  famous  bill  “to  prevent  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  children  in  factories  and  mines.” 
[ Congressional  Record ,  5 9th  Congress, 
2d  Session,  Vol.  LXI,  Part  1,  p.  50.]  On 
January  23,  27,  and  28,  1907,  he  de¬ 
livered  an  exhaustive  address  in  support 
of  the  bill.  It  was  not  acted  on  during  the 
session,  and  Beveridge  reintroduced  it  on 
December  5,  1907.  Again  it  failed  of  ac¬ 
tion,  and  again  the  Senator  brought  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate  on  January  19,  19 11. 
Though  he  failed  to  secure  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  he  aroused  public  sentiment  to 
such  a  pitch  that  a  subsequent  Congress 
passed  a  bill  almost  identical  with  the  bill 
sponsored  by  Senator  Beveridge. 

Another  important  piece  of  legislation 
proposed  by  Beveridge  was  a  bill  creating 
a  Tariff  Commission.  [ Congressional  Rec¬ 
ord ,  60th  Congress,  1st  Session,  Vol. 
XLII,  Part  1,  p.  504.]  He  made  a  short 
address  January  7,  1908,  on  his  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  bill,  and  spoke  at  length  on  the 
subject  February  5,  1908.  He  kept  the 
matter  before  the  Senate  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  March,  1911,  but  failed  to  secure 
the  passage  of  his  bill.  This  important 
piece  of  legislation  was  likewise  enacted 
by  a  subsequent  Congress,  influenced  no 
doubt  by  the  long  and  able  fight  made  for 
it  by  Senator  Beveridge. 

During  the  campaign  resulting  in  the 
election  of  President  William  Howard 
Taft,  the  Republican  party  had  pledged 
itself  to  a  downward  revision  of  the  tariff. 
Soon  after  his  inauguration,  the  President 
called  Congress  into  extra  session  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  this  campaign 


pledge.  The  Aldrich-Payne  bill  was  so 
palpable  a  violation  of  the  party  pledge, 
that  Senator  Beveridge  and  nine  other 
Republican  Senators  revolted  against  the 
party  leadership  and  program,  becoming 
known  throughout  the  country  as  “insur¬ 
gents.”  They  believed  that  the  “Old 
Guard”  leaders  cared  nothing  for  the 
well-being  of  the  people,  but  were  work¬ 
ing  solely  for  the  benefit  of  special  “inter¬ 
ests.”  Beveridge’s  remarks  on  this  bill, 
particularly  on  the  tobacco  amendment, 
fill  over  250  pages  of  the  Congressional 
Record.  When  the  bill  came  to  a  vote,  the 
insurgent  Republicans  voted  with  the 
Democrats,  but  were  unsuccessful  in  de¬ 
feating  it. 

As  a  result  of  the  attack  on  Richard  A. 
Ballinger,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  by 
the  friends  of  the  conservation  of  natural 
resources  in  the  public  lands,  on  February 
23,  1910,  Senator  Beveridge  introduced  a 
bill  withdrawing  all  Alaska  coal  lands 
from  entry  and  reserving  them  as  a  part 
of  the  nation’s  wealth.  He  also  introduced 
a  bill  establishing  a  leasing  system,  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  payment  of  royalties  to  the 
government  by  the  lessees,  the  title  to  the 
property  remaining  in  the  government. 
On  June  15,  19 10,  he  delivered  a  long 
speech  on  the  subject,  closing  by  saying 
that  the  issue  was  one  between  the  “inter¬ 
ests  and  the  people.”  The  bill  failed,  and 
the  issue  became  one  of  the  cardinal  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Progressive  party  under  Mr. 
Roosevelt  in  1912. 

Because  of  his  independence  of  his 
party,  the  “stand-pat”  Republicans  in  In¬ 
diana  helped  the  Democrats  to  defeat 
Beveridge  for  reelection  to  the  Senate  in 
1 91 1.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  from 
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the  Senate  on  March  4,  19 1 1,  he  was  only 
forty-nine  years  of  age.  His  going  was  a 
great  blow  to  the  cause  of  the  “Progres¬ 
sives,”  and  was  regarded  as  a  great  loss  by 
many  who  did  not  agree  with  all  his  views 
and  policies.  His  ability,  his  honesty,  and 
his  zeal  for  what  he  regarded  as  the  best 
interests  of  his  country  no  one  questioned. 
The  feeling  that  the  nation  had  lost  one 
of  its  real  statesmen  was  general.  Bever¬ 
idge  himself  accepted  his  defeat  with 
good  grace.  In  a  terse  public  statement, 
he  said:  “The  fortunes  of  war;  it  is  all 
right}  twelve  years  of  hard  work}  clean 
record}  I  am  content.”  [ Indianapolis  Star, 
November  10,  1910.] 

Because  of  his  “progressive”  views  and 
his  hostility  to  the  conservative  leaders  of 
the  Republican  party,  it  was  natural  for 
Beveridge  to  go  with  Mr.  Roosevelt  into 
the  Progressive  party  in  1912.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  Progressive  National 
Convention  in  Chicago,  meeting  August 
5,  1912,  and  sounded  the  “keynote”  in  a 
campaign  address  entitled  “Pass  Prosper¬ 
ity  Around.”  He  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Progressive  party  for  Governor  of  In¬ 
diana,  nominated  August  1,  1912.  Al¬ 
though  he  received  ten  thousand  more 
votes  than  his  Republican  opponent,  he 
was  defeated  by  the  Democratic  candi¬ 
date,  Samuel  M.  Ralston. 

Though  their  candidate  was  defeated 
by  the  Democratic  candidate,  the  Progres¬ 
sives  in  Indiana  were  elated  because  they 
had  polled  more  votes  than  the  Republic¬ 
ans.  They  resolved  to  make  another  ef¬ 
fort  in  1914.  Beveridge  was  the  leader, 
and  received  the  nomination  for  the 
Senate.  But  the  Democrats  were  again 
successful,  though  the  Republicans  had 


regained  much  of  their  strength.  Conse¬ 
quently  Beveridge  stood  third  in  the 
popular  vote.  In  1916,  together  with  Mr. 
Roosevelt  and  most  of  the  other  Progres¬ 
sive  leaders,  Beveridge  rejoined  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  and  supported  Charles  E. 
Hughes  for  the  presidency.  He  cam¬ 
paigned  the  country  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  crossing  the  continent  and  visiting 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

In  1922,  he  was  again  a  candidate  for 
the  United  States  Senate,  defeating  Sena¬ 
tor  Harry  S.  New  in  the  primary  cam¬ 
paign  by  approximately  20,000  votes. 
However,  the  friends  of  New  were  at  best 
not  whole  hearted  in  their  support  of  the 
party’s  candidate;  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  op¬ 
posed  him;  the  stand-pat  Republicans  had 
not  entirely  forgiven  him  for  bolting  the 
party  in  1912;  and  the  laboring  class  had 
forgotten  his  services  in  their  behalf  and 
openly  worked  against  his  election.  He 
was  defeated  by  some  30,000  votes  by 
Samuel  M.  Ralston,  the  Democratic  can¬ 
didate.  Without  question,  his  defeat  was 
a  bitter  disappointment  though  outwardly 
he  accepted  it  calmly. 

Although  he  was  mentioned  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  presidency  in  19245  he  was 
one  of  the  first  Republicans  of  national 
reputation  to  declare  himself  in  favor  of 
Calvin  Coolidge’s  nomination.  He  spoke 
for  Coolidge  in  Indiana  during  the  cam¬ 
paign,  going  into  every  Congressional 
District  in  the  state,  and  being  everywhere 
enthusiastically  received. 

Concerning  the  importance  of  Senator 
Beveridge’s  work,  the  Philadelphia  North 
American  of  March  28,  1923,  printed  an 
appreciation,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract: 
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Mr.  Beveridge  entered  the  Senate  in  1899, 
when  he  was  only  thirty-seven  years  old,  and 
at  a  time  when  that  body  contained  a  greater 
number  of  strong,  seasoned  members  than  ever 
before  or  since.  Yet  he  soon  made  his  presence 
felt;  during  his  service  of  twelve  years  his 
repute  as  an  able  legislator  and  a  powerful  de¬ 
bater  was  steadily  enhanced,  and  he  came  to 
be  recognized  thruout  the  whole  country  as 
one  of  the  forceful  figures  in  that  assemblage 
of  statesmen.  Observers,  especially  among  his 
opponents,  found  that  before  advocating  a 
cause  he  applied  to  the  subject  deeper  study  and 
wider  research  than  any  of  his  colleagues,  and 
when  he  took  his  stand  upon  a  vital  public  issue 
he  was  so  strongly  fortified  with  facts  and  ar¬ 
guments  that  frequently  those  who  challenged 
him  were  brought  to  confusion.  He  was  a  pio¬ 
neer  in  the  field  of  national  child  labor  legisla¬ 
tion.  He  drafted  the  first  sound  and  compre¬ 
hensive  senate  bill  for  the  regulation  of  child 
labor,  and  thru  his  determined,  skillful  ad¬ 
vocacy  carried  it  to  passage.  This  measure  was 
a  milestone  in  the  progress  of  social  reform  in 
the  United  States.  Prior  to  the  time  when 
Beveridge  made  his  appeal  in  the  senate  against 
the  exploitation  of  children  in  industry,  the 
toil  of  boys  and  girls  was  regarded  as  a  com¬ 
modity;  in  law  there  was  no  distinction  be¬ 
tween  it  and  machinery  or  raw  materials.  The 
well-being  of  children,  who  constitute  the  na¬ 
tion’s  most  valuable  asset,  was  almost  disre¬ 
garded;  more  money  was  spent  by  the  federal 
and  state  governments  in  combating  the  dis¬ 
eases  of  poultry  than  in  safeguarding  the 
physical  and  moral  welfare  of  those  of  the 
coming  generation  that  most  needed  protec¬ 
tion.  But  following  the  passage  of  the  Bever¬ 
idge  act  a  keener  social  sense  developed  na¬ 
tionally,  the  public  insistently  demanding  strict 
regulation  of  the  employment  of  women  and 
children  in  arduous  occupations. 

Another  great  constructive  measure  initiated 
and  successfully  championed  by  Senator  Bever¬ 


idge  was  his  federal  meat  inspection  law. 
Equipping  himself  with  an  irresistible  array  of 
facts  and  arguments  collected  by  exhaustive 
study  of  the  subject,  his  researches  ranging 
from  the  hygienic  code  of  Moses  to  the  latest 
reports  of  bacteriologists,  he  overcame  the  op¬ 
position  of  representatives  of  the  packing  in¬ 
terests  and  their  reactionary  supporters  in  the 
Senate,  who  looked  upon  his  bill  as  an  invasion 
of  the  sacred  rights  of  property.  The  memo¬ 
rable  debates  that  resulted  aroused  and  en¬ 
lightened  the  public  concerning  the  perils  of 
tainted  or  adulterated  products,  and  gave  great 
impetus  to  the  fight  for  pure  food  thruout  the 
whole  country.  Notable  in  Senator  Beveridge’s 
record  of  constructive  statesmanship  was  his 
fight  for  a  tariff  commission,  designed  to  re¬ 
move  the  protective  tariff  from  politics  and 
make  it  a  matter  of  scientific  operation.  After 
witnessing  the  crude  and  costly  log-rolling 
methods  by  which  the  then  existing  tariff  act 
was  framed,  he  declared  that  “the  tariff  in 
politics  is  one  of  the  invisible  government’s 
methods  of  wringing  tribute  from  the  people.” 
A  firm  believer  in  the  protective  principle,  he 
became  convinced  that  unless  some  more  ra¬ 
tional  and  equitable  system  were  devised  the 
public  would  revolt  against  the  exactions  and 
the  entire  policy  would  be  overturned.  Against 
the  opposition  of  influential  leaders  of  his  own 
party,  therefore,  he  championed  the  idea  of 
establishing  a  permanent  tariff  commission, 
and  made  it  a  basic  Republican  policy.  Mr. 
Beveridge’s  record  in  the  senate  put  him  in 
the  front  rank  of  constructive  progressives,  and 
made  it  inevitable  that  he  should  become  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  great  Progressive  move¬ 
ment  of  1912.  In  his  keynote  address  to  the 
convention  that  nominated  Theodore  Roose¬ 
velt,  and  in  his  subsequent  campaign  speeches, 
he  expounded  the  doctrines  of  progressivism 
with  understanding,  force,  and  ability  com¬ 
parable  to  those  of  Roosevelt  himself.  When 
President  Wilson  was  striving  to  commit  this 
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nation  to  foreign  policies  antagonistic  to  all 
its  traditions,  principles,  and  interests,  Mr. 
Beveridge  was  prominent  among  the  few 
leaders  who  took  their  stand  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  American  sovereignty  and  freedom  of 
action,  and  helped  to  turn  the  tide  against  the 
experiment  in  internationalism.  In  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  last  year  he  was  the  only  Republican 
of  national  stature  who  put  forth  a  construc¬ 
tive,  progressive  program  designed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  hour.  It  was  in  striking 
contrast  to  the  one  other  definite  program  of¬ 
fered,  that  of  Senator  La  Follette,  who  rep¬ 
resented  the  forces  of  radicalism. 

As  was  natural,  Mr.  Beveridge  re¬ 
ceived  many  invitations  to  make  public 
addresses,  and  many  invitations  to  con¬ 
tribute  articles  to  periodicals.  He  accepted 
these  invitations  but  seldom,  finding  that 
they  took  too  much  energy  and  time  and 
encroached  too  seriously  on  his  more  im¬ 
portant  work.  However,  the  numerous 
articles  written  for  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post ,  beginning  as  early  as  1899  and  con¬ 
tinuing  practically  to  his  death,  are  of 
great  interest  and  importance.  They  had 
to  do  with  a  great  variety  of  subjects — the 
Philippines,  the  Far  East,  Russia,  Gov¬ 
ernment,  Social  Reform,  current  political 
questions,  etc. 

He  seldom  spoke  extemporaneously, 
though  in  the  give  and  take  of  debate,  he 
had  few  equals.  He  prepared  his  ad¬ 
dresses  with  great  care,  and  revised  them 
till  he  was  satisfied  with  them.  Then  he 
committed  them  to  memory.  His  voice 
was  clear,  well  modulated,  and  was  heard 
distinctly  even  in  the  far  corners  of  a 
large  auditorium.  He  made  no  effort  to 
secure  applause,  and  gesticulated  little, 
though  often  his  perorations  were  deliv¬ 
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ered  with  deep  feeling  and  dramatic  elo¬ 
quence. 

During  the  war  between  Russia  and 
Japan,  he  took  a  trip  to  Siberia  and  Russia. 
The  result  of  his  observations  appeared  in 
a  book  entitled  The  Russian  Advance , 
published  by  Harper’s  in  1903.  In  1905, 
Appleton  published  his  Young  Man  and 
the  World.  In  1907,  Henry  Altemus 
brought  out  his  The  Bible  as  Good  Read¬ 
ing.  In  1908,  the  same  publisher  issued 
his  Americans  of  Today  and  Tomorrow. 
In  1908,  Bobbs-Merrill  brought  out  The 
Meaning  of  the  Times.  In  1908,  Altemus 
issued  his  Work  and  Habits. 

In  1914,  he  went  to  the  War  Zone  as  a 
correspondent  for  Collier’s  Weekly ,  and 
wrote  a  series  of  articles  for  that  publica¬ 
tion,  under  the  title  What  Is  Back  of  the 
War?  They  were  regarded  as  pro-Ger¬ 
man,  and  for  a  time  brought  him  some 
unpopularity.  In  1924,  Bobbs-Merrill 
published  his  State  of  the  Nation ,  and  in 
the  same  year,  Houghton  Mifflin  brought 
out  his  Art  of  Public  Sneaking.  All  these 
works,  most  of  them  small,  show  thought 
and  careful  literary  workmanship.  So  we 
see  that  before  producing  his  Marshall , 
Beveridge  had  served  his  apprenticeship 
in  the  writer’s  craft  and  had  attained  a 
clear  and  correct  English  style. 

His  literary  fame,  which  is  likely  to 
outlast  his  political  renown,  rests  chiefly 
on  his  Eife  of  John  Marshall ,  of  which 
the  first  two  volumes  were  issued  by  the 
Houghton  Mifflin  Company  in  1916  and 
the  second  two  in  1919.  However,  his 
Abraham  Lincoln ,  issued  in  1928  after 
his  death,  though  incomplete,  is  in  no  way 
inferior  to  the  work  by  which  he  is  best 
known. 
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Beveridge  designed  his  Life  of  John 
Marshall  to  be  a  historical  and  political 
interpretation  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
of  Marshall’s  part  in  giving  that  court  its 
place  in  American  history.  He  accom¬ 
plished  this  task  so  successfully  as  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  almost  universal  applause  of 
historians  and  critics.  He  gathered  mate¬ 
rial  with  the  greatest  industry,  sifted  and 
evaluated  it  with  judgment  and  discrimi¬ 
nation,  and  wrote  and  rewrote  until  facts 
and  events  appear  in  their  relations  and  in 
their  relative  importance.  The  Life  of 
John  Marshall  is  one  of  the  great  histori¬ 
cal  biographies  of  the  language,  and  holds 
its  place  because  of  its  historical  value  and 
its  artistic  excellence. 

Quotations  from  a  few  of  the  many 
reviews  of  the  work  follow: 

He  made  not  merely  a  life  of  Marshall  but 
a  history  of  America  during  the  period  when 
Marshall  was  to  the  front.  In  the  writing  of 
it  the  author  put  an  amount  of  research  which 
developed  a  quantity  of  new  material  that  is 
astonishing  considering  the  time  that  has 
elapsed  since  Marshall’s  death  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  other  writers  who  have  already  covered 
that  period  of  American  history.  [ World’s 
Work,  May,  1923.] 

Never  before  have  the  great  judicial  de¬ 
cisions,  through  which  Marshall  moulded 
American  institutions  in  a  way  that  changed 
our  entire  history,  been  so  dramatically  pre¬ 
sented  with  their  entire  historical  background. 
Senator  Beveridge  has  set  a  high  mark  for  fu¬ 
ture  biographers;  he  has  produced  a  historical 
work  of  the  highest  order.  [ New  York  Times, 
January  25,  1920.] 

It  is  because  Senator  Beveridge  not  merely 
stresses  the  importance  of  constitutional  doc¬ 
trines  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  able  law¬ 
yer  and  an  enlightened  historian,  but  also  sup¬ 


plies  for  them  a  rich  interpretive  setting  that 
his  accounts  of  Marshall’s  great  cases  are  so 
impressive  and  so  convincing.  He  combines, 
indeed,  the  broad,  impersonal  view  of  the  his¬ 
torian  with  the  penetration  of  an  astute  poli¬ 
tician.  Few  writers  of  American  history  or 
biography  have  been  qualified  thus  as  both 
scholars  and  men  of  public  experience.  [ North 
American ,  February,  1920.] 

Not  a  little  of  the  material  is  pitched  in  an 
emotional  key.  Marshall,  the  hero,  must  have 
a  dramatic  adversary.  That  adversary  is  Jeffer¬ 
son- — with  his  republicanism.  Thus  we  find  a 
tendency  to  represent  Marshall  as  the  wise 
statesman  resisting  a  mad  tide  of  Jacobinism. 
One  does  not  believe  that  this  tendency  is  due 
to  any  desire  of  Mr.  Beveridge’s  to  assail 
democracy.  It  is  inherent  in  his  method  of 
treating  his  material.  Where  Mr.  Beveridge’s 
history  gets  its  balance  is  from  the  remarkable 
collection  of  facts  that  he  presents.  The  effect 
of  the  book  is  extraordinarily  vivid  and  vital; 
the  past  is  made  alive.  \Sfringfield  Republican, 
January  25,  1920.] 

After  his  defeat  for  the  Senate  in  1922, 
Beveridge  turned  his  attention  to  writing 
the  life  of  Lincoln  on  the  plan  and  scale 
used  in  writing  his  Life  of  John  Mar¬ 
shall.  He  visited  the  Lincoln  territory  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  in  order 
to  secure  personal  knowledge  of  the  coun¬ 
try  and  of  the  atmosphere.  He  read 
everything  having  to  do  with  the  man  and 
the  period,  and  made  notes  with  prodi¬ 
gious  industry. 

By  the  time  the  first  two  volumes  were 
written,  death  put  an  end  to  his  labors. 
Senator  Beveridge  died  at  his  home  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  April  27,  1927,  and  is  buried 
in  Crown  Hill  Cemetery.  The  first  two 
volumes,  bringing  the  story  down  to  Lin¬ 
coln’s  election  to  the  presidency,  were 
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issued  from  the  press  of  the  Houghton 
Mifflin  Company  in  1928. 

The  two  volumes  of  the  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  received  the  same  approbation  from 
historical  and  literary  critics  that  met  the 
Life  of  John  Marshall.  Popular  interest 
was,  perhaps,  not  so  keen,  possibly  be¬ 
cause  only  the  earlier  years  were  covered. 

Some  extracts  from  significant  reviews 
follow: 

The  aim  of  the  book  is  to  make  real  all  the 
various  trains  of  events  in  which  Lincoln  be¬ 
came  entangled,  and  to  get  at  the  man  through 
the  way  he  reflected  the  event.  Sometimes  the 
biography  is  lost  and  it  becomes  pure  history. 
He  deciphered  the  early  records  of  the  Illinois 
legislature  which  had  never  before  been  thor¬ 
oughly  searched.  The  book  does  not  interpret, 
it  is  a  portrait.  Lincoln  becomes  the  perfect  in¬ 
terpretation  of  public  thought  and  feeling  and 
so  the  instrument  of  events.  The  new  matter 
introduced  does  not  produce  revolutionary 
changes,  but  vindicates  certain  impressions 
which  are  relatively  new.  Beveridge  has  no 
interest  in  the  “vapors  the  sentimentalists  are 
blowing  about  the  figures  of  the  Lincolns,” 
and  he  includes  no  gossip  or  stories  that  are  not 
verified.  The  book  is  always  candid.  [ Ameri¬ 
can  Historical  Review,  XXXIV ,  616.] 

The  book  was  to  be  a  companion  piece  to 
the  life  of  Marshall,  and  to  continue  the  in¬ 
stitutional  interpretation  of  America.  If 
finished,  it  would  have  covered  the  subject 
from  Colonial  days  to  the  end  of  the  Civil 
War.  Beveridge  verified  every  bit  of  informa¬ 
tion,  visited  every  locality,  sifted  tradition 
down  to  its  basis  of  fact  or  rejected  it.  He  ob¬ 
served  for  himself  the  surroundings  and  with 
his  knowledge  of  the  details  of  American  life 
drew  his  own  conclusions  as  to  the  effect  of 
environment  upon  the  young  man.  It  does  not 
try  to  “debunk,”  nor  does  it  picture  him  as 
the  school  child’s  saint.  He  is  a  normal  man, 


with  average  amount  of  human  qualities,  that 
manifested  themselves  at  times  in  mistaken  or 
shrewd  politics.  All  the  outer  manifestations 
of  scholarship  are  found.  The  account  of  every 
phase  of  his  life  is  exhaustive — it  is  a  true  and 
careful  picture  of  political  life  in  Illinois  for 
two  decades.  \Annals  of  the  American  Acad¬ 
emy,  V,  142:455-] 

The  Lincoln  that  is  to  be  found  in  these 
pages  is  the  Lincoln  which  facts  present,  not 
the  Lincoln  the  author  conceives.  In  lawyer¬ 
like  fashion  he  gives  pages,  book,  document, 
etc.,  for  every  statement.  He  comments  on 
those  facts  only  in  so  far  as  they  need  com¬ 
menting  to  make  them  coherent.  A  stupen¬ 
dous  piece  of  work,  scholarly  in  the  extreme, 
but  none  the  less  the  record  of  a  human  being. 
[ Chicago  Tribune .] 

Beveridge  depicts  a  Lincoln,  not  so  ad¬ 
mirable  and  not  so  great  at  first.  But  he  permits 
us  to  witness  the  growth,  inch  by  inch,  of  a 
typical,  self-seeking  country  politician  into  a 
figure  of  such  moral  grandeur  and  greatness 
that  it  must  command  the  admiration  of  future 
years.  [New  York  World,  September  23, 
1928.] 

Soon  after  Lincoln’s  death  people  started  to 
recover  and  preserve  facts  of  his  life,  but 
much  was  unreliable,  taken  from  memory. 
Beveridge’s  theory  of  what  a  biography  ought 
to  be  is  different.  There  is  no  discussion  of  the 
theory  of  the  feminine  qualities  derived  from 
his  mother.  He  reconstructs  with  infinite  pa¬ 
tience  and  a  vast  amount  of  detail  the  life  of 
the  communities  in  which  they  lived  and  the 
politics  of  the  time.  He  presents  all  facts  and 
places  the  material  in  orderly  arrangement, 
and  presents  them  without  literary  embellish¬ 
ment  or  psychological  interpretation.  It  is  a 
social  history  of  his  country,  and  a  political 
history  of  the  times.  He  evaluates  the  national 
importance  and  historical  significance  of  Lin¬ 
coln.  [Yale  Review,  XV III,  37°-] 
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Mr.  Beveridge  was  fond  of  social  life 
and  of  the  companionship  of  his  fellows. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Club,  of 
the  Union  Club  of  Boston,  of  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  Literary  Club,  and  of  the  Colum¬ 
bia  Club,  and  the  University  Club  of  In¬ 
dianapolis.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Historical  Association,  of  the 
American  Bar  Association,  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters,  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters, 
and  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So¬ 
ciety.  From  De  Pauw  University  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  honorary  degree  of  M.A.  in 
1888,  and  the  LL.D.  degree  in  1918.  He 
received  the  same  degree  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  in  1920,  from 
Lafayette  College  in  1921,  and  from 
Brown  University  the  same  year. 

Summary: 

(1)  John  Parkinson  =  Mary  .  .  . 


(2)  George  Washington  Parkinson  =  Rebecca  Ross 


Mr.  Beveridge  was  twice  married.  No¬ 
vember  24,  1887,  he  married  Katherine 
Langsdale,  of  Greencastle,  Indiana,  who 
died  June  18,  1900.  There  were  no  chil¬ 
dren.  August  7,  1907,  he  married  at  the 
American  Embassy  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
Catherine  Spencer  Eddy,  born  in  Chicago, 
June  30,  1881,  who  with  their  two  chil¬ 
dren  survives  him.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Augustus  N.  and  Abby  Louise  (Spencer) 
Eddy  of  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Lee  McClain  and  their  daughter  Miss 
Helen  St.  Clair  McClain,  of  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  were  present  at  the  wedding. 

By  the  second  marriage  there  were  two 
children:  Albert  J.  Beveridge,  Jr.,  born 
August  21,  1908,  in  Manchester-by-the- 
Sea,  Massachusetts,  and  Abby  Spencer 
Beveridge,  born  April  26,  19 10,  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 


(3)  Margaret  Ann  Parkinson  =  William  Page  McClain 

(3)  Frances  Eleanor  Parkinson  =  Thomas  H.  Beveridge 


Albert  Jeremiah  Beveridge  =  Catherine  Spencer  Eddy 


The  Scottish-Irish  Rosses 


CAMDEN'S  BRITANNIA  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  year  1610,  Craw- 
furd’s  The  History  of  Renfrew¬ 
shire  published  in  1782,  Sir  Robert  Doug¬ 
las’  The  Baronage  of  Scotland  published 
in  1792,  and  The  Scots  Peerage  (1910) 
by  Sir  James  Balfour  Paul,  Lord  Lyon 
King  of  Arms  of  Scotland,  agree  that  a 
family  seated  at  Wark  in  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  the  twelfth  century,  held  there 
the  lordship  of  Ros,  a  manor  or  area  of 
land}  and  that  this  family,  by  whatever 
name  or  names  it  had  been  known  pre¬ 
viously,  did  there  take,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  for  its  surname  the  name  of  that 
manor,  estate,  or  area  of  ground  over 
which  it  held  the  lordship }  also,  that 
from  this  family,  so  named  Ros ,  derived 
the  eminent  Rosses  of  Halkhead;  also, 
that  the  earliest  known  individual  to  bear 
the  place-name  of  Ros  as  a  surname  was 
Godfrey  de  Ros.  Godfrey  de  Ros 

is  said  to  have  followed  the  fortunes  of  the 
Morevilles,  from  whom,  about  1 1 60,  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  lands  of  Stewarton  and  others  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland.  The  number  of  Rosses  who 
appear  on  record  between  that  date  and  1367, 
when  John  Ross,  the  direct  ancestor  of  the 
family  of  Halkhead,  first  acquired  that  estate, 
is  very  great;  and  it  is  difficult  to  set  out  the 
pedigree  with  accuracy.  He  had  two  brothers, 
Godfrey  and  William,  and  they  were  the  two 
elder  sons  of  Sir  Godfrey  Ross,  Sheriff  of 
Ayr  in  1325.  The  line  of  the  Lords  Ross  (title 
created  in  1499)  comes  from  the  first  John 
Ross,  ancestor  of  the  Rosses  of  Halkhead,  first 


found  of  record  in  1367.  [The  Scots  Peerage , 

VII,  247.] 

In  the  case  of  this  family,  which  origi¬ 
nated  in  Yorkshire,  England,  the  sur¬ 
name  de  Ros ,  later  Ross,  is  of  territorial 
origin.  This  fact  fits  the  definition  given 
by  Henry  Harrison  in  his  Surnames  of 
the  United  Kingdom: 

Ross.  (Celtic)  Belonging  to  Ross;  or 
Dweller  at  a  Promontory  or  Peninsula. 
[Gaelic  ros  equalling  Irish  ros ,  Middle  Irish 
(12th  to  middle  16th  century)  ross  (Northern 
Ireland,  a  promontory  or  peninsula;  Southern 
Ireland,  a  wood):  comparative,  Welsh  rhos ,  a 
moor,  and  Cornish  ros,  a  heath.]  An  ros  Muil- 
each  (the  promontory  of  Mull). 

This  Yorkshire- Ayrshire  family  of 
Ross  originated  separately  from  that 
other  family  of  Ross  which  originated  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  with  men  of  emi¬ 
nence  there  who  successively  bore  the  title 
“Earl  of  Ross.”  Part  of  the  territory  of 
Moray  in  northern  Scotland  was  called 
Ross,  and  from  this  part  the  title  of  Ross 
was  taken.  The  Scots  Peerage  (VII,  230— 
231)  states  that  Malcolm  Maceth,  other¬ 
wise  called  “Gillandres”  or  “Ghillean- 
rias,”  was  made  Earl  of  Ross  in  1157,  and 
died  in  1168.  From  that  time  the  title 
remained  practically  in  abeyance  until 
1226,  when  the  king  bestowed  it  upon 
Ferquhard  Macintagart,  who  is  now  des¬ 
ignated  in  history  as  the  first  Earl  of  Ross. 
Sir  James  Balfour  Paul,  Lord  Lyon  of 
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Scotland,  indicates  in  his  T he  Scots  Peer¬ 
age  {VII,  235)  that  John,  a  great- 
grandson  of  the  said  Ferquhard  Macinta- 
gart,  being  the  second  son  and  so  not  in¬ 
heriting  the  title  of  Earl  of  Ross,  did, 
however,  assume  the  name  of  Ross  as  his 
surname,  instead  of  continuing  that  of 
Macintagart,  and  called  himself  Sir  John 
Ross.  His  brother,  Hugh  Macintagart, 
was  the  Earl.  Others  of  the  younger  sons 
of  this  family  of  the  earls  of  Ross  came  to 
be  known  as  Rosses.  So  from  them,  and, 
probably,  from  others  who  later  assumed 
the  surname  of  Ross,  a  Ross  family,  or 
families,  developed.  The  full  list  of  their 
descendants  in  the  name  of  Ross  is  and 
will  remain  unknown. 

Out  of  some  of  these  early  elements  a 
Ross  clan,  so  called,  developed.  Some  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  clan,  such  as  the  one  by 
James  Logan  in  his  Clans  of  the  Scottish 
Highlands ,  are  devoid  of  genealogical 
value  5  they  likewise  lack  documentary 
authentication  of  any  of  the  many  per¬ 
sonal  and  romantic  stories  told.  Some  re¬ 
cent  accounts  of  alleged  Ross  ancestors  in 
Scotland  are  likewise  entirely  lacking  in 
records.  They  treat  of  matters  far  too  re¬ 
mote  for  perpetuation  by  credible  tradi¬ 
tion,  and  so  we  must  pass  them  by  as  being 
works  of  fiction  more  entertaining  than 
useful  for  the  genealogy  of  any  Ross 
family  with  which  it  is  possible  to  connect 
our  immigrant  ancestors. 

The  Ross  clan  by  1715  had  declined  in 
numbers  to  but  three  hundred  men  capa¬ 
ble  of  military  service.  This  was  a  decline 
of  seven-tenths.  This  remnant  of  the  clan 
in  Rossshire  allied  itself  with  the  clan 
McKensie  and  lost  its  identity  as  a  Ross 
clan.  This  occurred  after  our  branch  of 


the  Rosses  of  Scotland  had  settled  in  Ire¬ 
land.  The  chiefs,  or  ruling  gentry,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  to  bear  the  surname  of 
Ross,  and  there  were  descendants  of  the 
branch  of  Donald  Ross,  Lord  of  the  Isles. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  Donald  Ross  of  Balnagowan,  the 
last  of  the  chiefs,  sold  his  estate  to  the 
Honorable  General  Ross  of  the  Halkhead 
family  of  Ross,  which  as  we  have  shown 
was  of  English  origin.  In  1778  one 
Monro  Ross  of  Pitcalnie,  claiming  descent 
from  Hugh  Ross  of  Rarichies,  Earl  of 
Ross  in  1374,  claimed  the  title,  Earl  of 
Ross.  This  claim  was  not  allowed  by  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  title,  Earl  of  Ross, 
was  used  in  northern  Ireland  in  the  eight¬ 
eenth  and  nineteenth  centuries. 

The  question  now  is:  Was  the  Ross  who 
went  from  Scotland  to  Londonderry  or 
Tyrone,  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  Ire¬ 
land,  about  1700  (or  earlier),  who  was 
the  direct  ancestor  of  the  Rosses  of  New¬ 
market,  Ohio,  a  descendant  of  a  member 
of  the  Ross  clan  of  northern  Scotland,  or 
of  the  other  and  more  ancient  family  of 
Ross  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  Yorkshire, 
England,  of  whom  Godfrey  de  Ros  of 
the  Yorkshire  origin  appeared  at  Stewar- 
ton  in  Ayrshire  about  the  year  1 160?  The 
answer  is — no  man  knows.  No  man  who 
has  not  had  experience  in  the  archives  of 
Scotland  has  the  slightest  chance  of  find¬ 
ing  out.  It  has  been  said  that  the  late  St. 
Clair  Ross,  born  at  or  near  Newtown 
Stewart,  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1782  (died 
in  Ohio  in  1872),  casually  referred  to  his 
ancestor  having  come  to  Ireland  from 
Ayrshire.  This  report,  unfortunately  not 
having  come  down  in  written  form,  must 
be  regarded  as  nothing  more  than  hearsay. 


The  Scottish-Irish  Rosses 


147 


Mrs.  Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift, 
born  in  1825,  daughter  of  St.  Clair  Ross, 
and  granddaughter  of  the  adult  immi¬ 
grant  Oliver  Ross  and  his  wife  Frances 
Eleanor  St.  Clair,  and  grandniece  of  the 
latter’s  sister,  Rebecca  (St.  Clair)  Eakins, 
who  also  came  from  Ireland  to  Newmar¬ 
ket,  Ohio  (as  also  came  these  two  sisters’ 
mother,  Rebecca  (Blair)  St.  Clair,  wrote 
with  her  own  hand  many  years  ago  in  a 
large  blank  book  the  information  about 
her  ancestors  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  that 
she  had  elicited  from  her  father,  St.  Clair 
Ross,  and  from  his  first  cousin  and  wife, 
her  mother,  Rebecca  St.  Clair  (Eakins) 
Ross.  This  manuscript  is  in  the  possession 
of  Mrs.  Vandergrift’s  granddaughter, 
Miss  Ross  Hickman,  of  Ripley,  Ohio, 
who  reports  having,  at  various  times,  con¬ 
versed  with  her  late  grandmother  con¬ 
cerning  its  contents.  Miss  Hickman  has 
carefully  preserved  the  manuscript  as  re¬ 
quested  by  Mrs.  Vandergrift.  By  courtesy 
of  Miss  Hickman  we  may  quote  from 
this  private  family  record.  The  pedigree 
of  this  Ross  family  begins  in  Scotland 
thus — 

Larimer  Ross  married  Sarah  Graham.  His 
son,  David,  married  Isabella  Douglas.  Their 
son  Owen  Ross  married  Mary  Cameron. 
Their  son  Donald  Ross  married  Katherine 
Bruce.  Their  oldest  son  John  Ross  married 
Margaret  Crawford.  Their  son  was  Oliver 
Crawford  Ross  (the  emigrant  of  1783  from 
Newtown  Stewart,  Tyrone,  Ireland,  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania). 

This  statement  of  the  names  of  five 
generations  prior  to  Oliver  Ross,  the  emi¬ 
grant,  as  repeated  to  his  granddaughter, 
Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift,  is  rea¬ 
sonable  enough  to  warrant  its  present 


repetition  and  its  acceptance  as  a  family 
tradition.  But  no  evidence  has  been  found 
to  indicate  which  of  these  Rosses  came 
from  Scotland  to  Ireland.  All  of  them 
may  have  lived  in  the  diocese  of  Derry 
(embracing  Tyrone),  Ireland,  because 
Rosses  are  of  record  there  in  1600.  In 
Ardstraw  Parish,  where  the  emigrant 
Oliver  Ross  last  lived  in  Ireland,  there 
were  Grahams ;  the  will  of  one  of  whom, 
Arthur  Graham,  was  proved  in  1740.  In 
1793  Hugh  Graham  and  Elizabeth  Ross 
were  married  in  Clogher  Diocese.  Other 
Grahams  resided  at  Strabane,  six  miles  be¬ 
low  Seein  where  the  Rosses  are  said  to 
have  lived  before  locating  in  the  market 
town  of  Ardstraw  Parish,  Newtown  Stew¬ 
art.  The  Douglas  family  also  was  seated 
at  Strabane  j  the  will  of  one  of  whom, 
Hugh  Duglass,  was  proved  in  1752.  As 
to  the  Crawfords,  John  Crawford  died  at 
Ardstraw  in  1702  leaving  a  will,  and 
Oliver  Crawford  died  testate  at  Omagh 
six  miles  above  Newtown  Stewart,  in 
1770.  Oliver  Crawford  Ross,  the  emi¬ 
grant,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Craw¬ 
ford)  Ross,  may  have  been  named  for  this 
Oliver  Crawford.  There  were  families  of 
Bruce  and  Cameron  also  in  the  same  Prot¬ 
estant  diocese  of  Derry.  Our  investiga¬ 
tions  in  the  records  of  this  locality  were 
interrupted  by  the  disorders  in  Ireland, 
and  it  may  be  that  documents  of  which 
we  learned  since  perished  in  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Four  Courts  in  Dublin.  In 
1749  Henry  Crawford  married  Eleanor 
Ross  in  Clogher  Diocese.  Another  Ross 
connected  with  the  Crawfords  was  Craw¬ 
ford  Ross  of  Lisnatenny,  two  miles  from 
Newtown  Stewart  in  Ardstraw  Parish, 
whose  son  Andrew  Ross  was  baptized  in 
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the  Ardstraw  parish  church  on  April  13, 
1801.  This  Crawford  Ross  could  have 
been  a  nephew  of  the  emigrant,  Oliver 
Crawford  Ross,  or  even  a  brother.  We 
have  examined  the  register  of  baptisms, 
marriages,  and  burials  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Ardstraw  (Church 
of  Ireland),  of  which  parish  Newtown 
Stewart  is  the  chief  village,  from  its  be¬ 
ginning  on  January  11,  1728,  to  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  18125  the  marriage  entries  begin 
January  15,  1743,  and  the  burials  on  No¬ 
vember  5,  18035  with  the  following 
result. 

Baptisms.  1744.  William  Ross  the  son  of 
David  Ross  was  baptised  January  29th  1744. 
1801  April  13th.  Andrew  son  of  Crawford 
Ross  of  Lisnatinny. 

1807  October  2.  John  James  son  of  John  Ross 
of  Newtown  Stewart. 

1808  February  5.  George  son  of  George 
Eakins  of  Newtown  Stewart. 

1808  July  2.  Anne  daughter  of  Samuel  Ross 
of  Pubble.* 

1 8 1 X  Nov.  26.  Margaret  daughter  of  John 
Eaken  of  Newtown  Stewart. 

Ardstraw  Parish  is  five  miles  wide  by 
ten  miles  long.  We  have  not  inquired  into 
the  parish  records  of  Urney,  for  Seein,  or 
of  Camus  Parish,  for  Strabane.  Joseph 
Eakins  of  the  vicinity  of  Ardstraw  married 
Rebecca,  sister  of  the  Frances  Eleanor  St. 
Clair  who  married  the  emigrant  Oliver 
Ross,  and  followed  the  latter  couple  to 
Newmarket,  Ohio.  The  absence  from  the 
parish  registers  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
at  Newtown  Stewart  of  the  baptism  of 
Oliver  Ross,  the  emigrant,  his  brothers 
and  sister,  etc.,  may  be  accounted  for 


either  by  their  having  associated  with  a 
Presbyterian  congregation  there,  of 
which  the  vital  records  are  not  known  to 
be  extant,  or  by  their  having  resided  out¬ 
side  of  Ardstraw  Parish,  as  is  suggested 
by  statements  made  in  February,  1917, 
and  on  September  15,  1918,  by  Mr. 
L.  W.  Ross,  then  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

My  grandfather,  St.  Clair  Ross,  told  me 
that  his  grandfather  was  John  Ross  who  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Crawford;  that  they  had  three 
sons,  David  Ross,  Oliver  Ross,  the  father  of 
St.  Clair  Ross,  and  John  Ross  who  remained  at 
Newtown  Stewart,  county  Tyrone,  Ireland. 
The  Rosses  lived  on  a  farm  about  six  miles 
north  of  Newtown  Stewart,  on  the  river,  at 
a  small  place  called  Sion.f  I  do  not  know 
whether  Oliver  Crawford  Ross,  the  emigrant, 
was  born  on  the  farm  or  in  the  town,  but  I  am 
sure  that  the  family  were  all  farmers,  never 
tradesmen  in  the  town.  John  Ross,  father  of 
the  emigrant,  sold  the  farm  at  Sion  and  moved 
nearer  to  the  town  of  Newtown  Stewart. 

Of  the  first  four  Rosses  named  in  the 
pedigree  acquired  from  her  father  St. 
Clair  Ross  (born  in  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
1782)  by  the  late  Mrs.  Vandergrift, 
namely,  Larimer,  David,  Owen,  and 
Donald  Ross,  there  was  in  1920  the 
will  of  only  one  person  bearing  any  of 
these  names  in  the  probate  records  of  the 
diocese  of  Derry  covering  the  counties  of 
Tyrone  and  Londonderry — the  will  of  a 
David  Ross,  alderman  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  proved  in  1776.  This  man  was 
far  too  young  to  be  the  first  David  Ross 

f  Also  called  Seein  and  Seein  Mills  and  Sion  Mills, 
six  miles  below  Newtown  Stewart,  and  three  miles 
above  Strabane,  and  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river 
Mourne,  in  the  parish  of  Urney  and  barony  of 
Strabane.  Seein  or  Sion  is  a  small  town  with  461 
acres  of  land. 


*  Pubble  is  one  mile  north  of  Newtown  Stewart. 
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of  the  Vandergrift  pedigree,  and  a  Ross 
family  had  resided  at  Londonderry  for  at 
least  150  years  prior  to  1776,  as  is  proved 
by  the  record  of  1630,  viz.:  “The  names 
of  the  Men  &  Armes  of  the  Citty  and 
Liberty es  of  Londonderry:  John  Ross, 
sword  onely — Laughlyne  Rosse,  sword 
onely — Robert  Ross,  no  armes.”  Also  the 
following  entry  is  to  the  same  effect 
found  in 

a  True  Return  &  List  of  all  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  several  Wards  &  Parts  throughout  the 
City  of  Londonderry  &  the  Liberties  thereof, 
and  of  the  Hearths,  Chimnies  or  Fireplaces  of 
all  the  same  Inhabitants  1663:  .  .  .  Clande- 
mott  Parish,  The  Waterside,  Wm  Ross  I. 
Enogh,  John  Ross  I.  [ Additional  MS}  477°) 
British  Museum .] 

Among  those  attainted  of  treason  by  the 
English  parliament  of  King  James  II, 
1689,  was  “David  Rosse,  Gent.,  of  Lon¬ 
donderry  City.”  At  Newtown  Limavady, 
in  the  county  of  Derry,  John  Ross  was 
one  of  the  members  of  the  corporation  in 
1612,  and  many  others  of  the  name  occur 
in  the  records  of  that  place  for  genera¬ 
tions  afterward,  as  well  as  at  Burt  and 
other  places  in  the  regions  adjacent  to  the 
county  of  Tyrone.  In  the  Return  of  the 
Protestant  Householders ,  taken  by  order 
of  Parliament  in  1 740,  we  find  four  sepa¬ 
rate  Ross  households  in  Templemore  Par¬ 
ish,  in  the  city  of  Londonderry,  one  being 
of  John  Ross;  and  in  the  Derry  par¬ 
ishes  of  Fawne  (Fahan),  Glendermot, 
Faughanvale,  and  Banagher,  we  find  fif¬ 
teen  other  Ross  households.  None  of  the 
names  of  the  men  named  therein  suggest 
any  connection  with  the  Rosses  of  Ard- 
straw,  Urney,  and  Strabane  in  Tyrone,  or 


with  Robert  Ross  of  Donaghmore  in 
Donegal,  six  miles  west  of  Sion,  whose 
will  is  of  interest.  This  testator  is  the  first 
Ross  recorded  at  Donaghmore.  His  con¬ 
nection  with  Strabane,  three  miles  from 
Sion,  is  established  by  his  owning  a  house 
there: 

\Four  Courts ,  Dublin)  Ireland.  Wills  for  the 
diocese  of  Derry.  Proved  at  the  district  reg¬ 
istry  in  the  city  of  Londonderry ]  : 

Original  Will  of  Robert  Ross,  Donagh¬ 
more,  1771. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  The  twentieth  day 
of  Jenuary  one  thousand  seven  and  fifty  nine 
being  sick  of  body  But  of  sound  memorey  do 
mak  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testement 
as  folouth  viz  I  leave  my  soul  to  God  and  my 
body  to  be  intarrd  at  the  Church  of  Church- 
minester  at  the  discration  of  my  Executors 
2ndly  I  leave  my  wife  Agness  Culbertson 
otherwise  Ross  the  one  half  of  hir  Dwelling- 
hous  as  she  shall  chus  togither  with  hir  garden 
and  one  cows  graising  free  and  one  Barrall  of 
Shilling  and  one  half  Barrall  and  one  hundred 
of  turf  cut  woon  and  Drawn  by  Oliver  and 
Andrew  if  she  should  chus  to  live  seprat  from 
Andey  every  year  during  her  life  togither  with 
the  third  part  of  all  my  goods  and  chattls:  and 
sole  heire  and  to  have  the  deviding  of  what 
close  is  in  this  hous  and  to  have  the  rents  of 
the  hous  in  Straban  during  her  life  if  robert 
dos  not  com  home 

gdly  I  leave  my  son  James  twenty  shillings 
ster  and  one  old  pot  4thly  I  leave  my  son  Sam¬ 
uel  Ross  the  third  of  my  lands  as  he  now  pos¬ 
sesses  and  one  English  shilling,  gthly  I  leave 
my  son  Oliver  the  third  part  of  my  Land 
stockt  and  sown  as  usuall. 

6thly  I  leave  my  daughter  Betey  thirtey 
pounds  star. 

ythly  I  leave  my  daughter  Margret  one 
pound  ten  shillings. 

8thly  I  leave  John  Willson  one  shilling  star 
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together  with  the  Remainder  of  his  portion 
that  is  yet  unepaid. 

gthly  I  leave  my  sone  Robert  Ross  ten 
pounds  of  the  hous  in  Straban  providing  he 
corns  home  and  is  in  want  otherwise  to  be  sold 
and  eqully  devided  betwixt  my  three  sons  Sam¬ 
uel  Oliver  and  Andrew.  Roberts  want  to  be 
judged  by  my  Executors  the  said  hous  not  to 
be  sold  untill  after  their  mothers  dath 

iothly  I  leave  my  son  Andrew  the  full 
third  part  of  my  land  stocked  and  sown  as 
usell:  but  is  to  live  with  his  Mother  so  long 
as  she  shall  think  prober  to  stay  or  live  with  him 
i  ithly  I  order  if  aney  of  my  children  now 
unmarried  shall  Dispose  of  themselves  in  mar- 
riadge  unregolair:  or  without  the  consent  of 
Executors  that  their  part  shall  be  eqully  De¬ 
vided  as  my  Executors  shall  think  proper. 

I2thly  I  order  that  if  aney  of  my  sons  shall 
mak  a  seall  of  their  lands  that  the  other 
brothers  shall  have  the  preference 

iothly  I  order  if  Samuel  or  Oliver  or  An¬ 
drew  shall  Dye  without  ishew  that  that  part 
shall  be  divided  equally  to  the  other  too  and 
Lastly  I  constitute  and  apoynt  James  Ross  and 
Hugh  fulton  and  Jas  Culbertson  and  Agnes 
my  wife  Executors  to  see  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  put  in  Execution  Given  under  my 
hand  and  seal  the  Day  and  yeare  above  written 

his 

Robert  R  Ross 
mark 

Witnesses  present:  Jas  Culbertson  John 
Willson  Hugh  fulton 
The  above  Will  was  proved  in  Common 
form  of  Law  and  probat  thereof  graunted  to 
Jas  Culbertson  and  Jas  Ross  Exors  saving  ye 
right  of  the  widdow,  they  being  first  duly 
sworn  this  25th  1771  May 

by  Us  John  Torrens  V.G. 

The  testator  does  not  appear  to  have 
had  any  grandchildren  in  1771.  At  the 
date  of  the  writing  of  this  will,  1771,  the 


emigrant  to  America,  Oliver  Ross,  was 
aged  eighteen  years,  unmarried.  The 
Oliver  Ross  of  this  will  seems  also  to  have 
been  then  unmarried,  if  not  a  minor.  He 
could  have  been  the  emigrant  to  America. 
But  he  may  have  been  the  Oliver  Ross, 
aged  thirteen  years  in  1771,  whose  grave¬ 
stone  is  now  standing  in  the  burial  yard 
at  the  rear  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Newtown  Stewart,  of  the  par¬ 
ish  of  Ardstraw,  on  which  is  inscribed: 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Oliver  Ross  who 
departed  this  life  November  the  6th  1800  aged 
42  years.  Also  his  wife  Elizabeth  Ross  who 
died  23rd  June  1835  aged  75  years 

There  is  no  will  or  administration  in 
Ireland  of  this  Oliver  Ross,  and  we  have 
not  examined  the  parish  records  of 
Churchminster  (Donaghmore).  Of  the 
sons  of  the  aforesaid  testator,  Samuel 
Ross  died  at  Donaghmore  in  1818  leaving 
a  will.  Andrew  Ross,  possibly  another  son, 
died  at  Ballyrashane  on  the  eastern  bor¬ 
der  of  the  county  of  Derry,  in  1790,  leav¬ 
ing  a  will. 

As  St.  Clair  Ross,  born  in  or  near  New¬ 
town  Stewart,  Ireland,  in  October,  1782, 
who  died  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  in  1872,  is  re¬ 
ported  by  several  of  his  descendants  to 
have  declared  to  them  that  his  grand¬ 
father  in  Ireland  was  John  Ross,  we  may 
note  that  a  John  Ross  died  in  1768  at 
Clegan  in  the  parish  of  Banagher,  twenty- 
five  miles  northeast  of  Newtown  Stewart, 
leaving  a  will  dated  February  3,  1768, 
proved  at  Londonderry,  September  12, 
1768,  in  which  he  calls  himself  “farmer,” 
and  bequeaths  to  wife  Rebecca  Ross  and 
to  his  mother  Jane  Ross,  the  farm,  etc., 
no  children  being  mentioned.  The  will  of 
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a  John  Ross  of  Killoon,  in  the  parish  of 
Ballyclog,  Tyrone,  dated  February  8, 
1772,  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
the  Primate  of  Ireland,  at  Dublin,  on 
March  28,  1772,  bequeaths  five  shillings 
to  son  Joseph  Ross,  the  same  to  Arthur 
Whitsett,  “to  my  daughter  Sarah  Ross,” 
to  Margaret  Till,  to  daughter  Mary 
Henry  and  grandson  John  Henry — the 
latter  being  made  the  heir  to  the  real  es¬ 
tate.  Oliver  Ross,  the  emigrant,  is  re¬ 
ported  by  his  descendants  to  have  had  a 
sister  Sarah  who  also  came  to  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  married  James 
Wadman.  Andrew  Ross  of  Killoon  left  a 
will  in  1749,  in  the  Derry  diocesan  court. 

There  was  another  John  Ross,  of  an 
estate  called  Pubble,  one  mile  north  of 
Newtown  Stewart  in  the  parish  of  Ard- 
straw,  whose  will  reads: 

[ Four  Courts ,  Dublin ,  Wills  of  Derry  Dio¬ 
cese — froved  at  Londonderry ]  : 

Will  of  John  Ross  of  Ardstraw,  1752: 
I  John  Ross  of  Puple*  in  the  Parish  of 
Ardstra  and  County  Tyrone  being  weak  in 
Body  but  Perfite  in  my  memory  and  my  Rea¬ 
son  to  make  this  my  last  Wille  Laying  aside 
all  other  Wills  and  doe  leave  my  affects  as 
follows  (viz)  first  I  give  my  sowl  to  God 
who  give  it  me  and  next  I  order  my  Body  to 
be  Buried  in  the  Church  yard  of  Newtown 
Stewart  and  I  do  order  and  leave  seven  pounds 
to  Burie  me  which  is  Due  me  by  Jonathan 
Love  Henry  Agoan  Robert  Spruel  Archibald 
Hood  and  my  son  David  and  Doe  leave  to 
James  ferguson  my  son  in  Law  one  ginnie  and 
to  his  daughter  Eloner  two  Ews  and  one  pot 
with  apeace  out  of  ye  Lipe  of  it  and  one  pair 
of  Blankets  to  said  Eloner  ferguson  and  I  do 
Leave  to  Mary  Ross  daughter  to  my  son  David 

*  Pubble. 
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Ross  four  sheep  and  four  sheep  to  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Mary  Ross  and  the  one  half  of  my  Woll 
to  my  said  daughter  Mary  Ross  and  six  beets 
of  flax  to  my  said  daughter  Mary  Ross  and  the 
Rest  of  the  flax  to  Prudance  Ross  Daughter  to 
my  son  David  and  what  other  plension  in  the 
house  belonging  to  me  I  order  it  to  be  divided 
equally  betwixt  my  daughter  Mary  Ross  and 
my  grand  daughter  Prudance  Ross  daughter 
to  my  son  David  and  my  Brown  Bull  I  do 
leave  to  my  grandson  David  Ross  son  to  my 
son  David  and  I  do  leave  my  son  David  Ross 
and  James  Boyd  of  Newtown  Stewart  my 
whole  and  sole  Executors  Given  under  my 
hand  and  seal  this  twenty  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber  1750.  Ws 

John  X  Ross 
mark 

Signed  and  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  Presents 
of  Wm  Fleming  John  Hamilton  John 
Noble. 

The  within  Will  was  proved  in  Comon  form 
at  Derry  15  February  1752  &  the  execution 
committed  to  David  Ross  the  other  Exor  re¬ 
nouncing. 

This  testatpr  was  a  widower  at  death, 
at  which  time  Oliver  Ross,  the  emigrant 
of  1783,  was  unborn,  and  so,  too  young  to 
be  a  son  of  this  testator  who,  however,  we 
must  consider  as  a  relative  of  Oliver’s,  a 
great  uncle  or  cousin,  or  perhaps  his 
grandfather.  Particularly  is  this  possible 
since  there  is  no  will  or  administration  of 
any  Ross  of  Sion,  or  of  the  parish  of 
Urney  in  which  is  Sion,  or  of  Strabane 
save  the  will  of  Joseph  Ross  of  Strabane, 
merchant,  dated  April  7,  1759,  proved 
(date  not  recorded)  in  the  diocesan  court 
at  Londonderry.  This  will  names 

my  wife  Anne  .  .  .  my  son  William  Ross  my 
house  in  Strabane  at  age  of  21  years,  with  re- 
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mainder  to  the  child*  now  expected  by  my 
wife  .  .  .to  my  daughters  Catherine  and 
Anne  ...  to  my  nephew  Joseph  Ross  when 
21...  my  brother  Aaron  Ross. 

The  only  other  wills  and  administrations 
in  the  diocese  of  Derry  for  the  counties 
of  Tyrone  and  Derry  are  these  following, 
which  we  give  fearing  they  may  have  per¬ 
ished  in  the  destruction  of  the  Four 
Courts: 

William  Ross  of  Strabane,  Tyrone,  will 
proved  in  1729 

William  Ross  of  Newtownlimavady,  Derry, 
will  proved  in  1742 

Edward  Ross  of  Tamlaghtard,  will  proved  in 

1750 

Francis  Ross  of  Desertoghill,  will  proved  in 

1751 

James  Ross  of  Ballinascreen,  will  proved  in 

1755 

James  Ross  of  Dunboe,  will  proved  in  1767 
Samuel  Ross  of  Drumsevin,  will  proved  in 
1769 

John  Ross  of  Newtownlimavady,  will  proved 
in  1774 

Thomas  Ross  of  Magilligan,  will  proved  in 
1776 

Thomas  Ross  of  Londonderry,  will  proved  in 

1789 

Joseph  Ross  of  Clondermott,  will  proved  in 

1790 

Samuel  Ross  of  Templemore,  will  proved  in 

1791 

William  Ross  of  Ballyowen,  administration 
granted  1787 

Robert  Ross  of  Mullinban,  Templemore,  ad¬ 
ministration  granted  1789 
Alexander  Ross  alias  Dugall,  of  Cavanreagh, 
Ballynascreen,  administration  1790 
Michael  Ross  of  Binn,  Esqr.,  administration 
granted  1799 

*  The  name  of  this  posthumous  child  may  be  re¬ 
corded  in  the  parish  church  of  Strabane. 


Wills  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  at 
Dublin: 

William  Ross  Esq.  of  city  of  Londonderry, 

will,  1788 

William  Ross  of  Newtownlimavady,  county 

Derry,  will,  1794 

In  the  year  1919  the  marriage  license 
bonds  of  the  diocese  of  Derry,  covering 
the  counties  of  Tyrone  and  London¬ 
derry,  were  extant  in  the  building  of  the 
Four  Courts  at  Dublin,  in  an  unlisted 
mass.  If  they  have  escaped  destruction  in 
the  more  recent  burning  of  that  building, 
they  may  be  now  in  a  condition  even  more 
chaotic.  Our  latest  advices  from  Dublin 
are  that  the  majority  of  the  records  were 
destroyed.  Nevertheless,  such  records  as 
we  have  secured  tend  to  prove  the  tradi¬ 
tion  that  our  Ross  and  St.  Clair  ancestors 
resided  in  the  valley  of  the  Stroule  and 
Mourne  rivers  in  Tyrone,  and  were  suffi¬ 
ciently  identified  with  the  chief  market 
town,  Newtown  Stewart,  to  have  been  in 
America  referred  to  as  of  the  town  itself, 
rather  than  to  an  outlying  farm  or  ham¬ 
let,  as  the  place  of  their  abode  in  Tyrone. 
The  rent  rolls  of  the  barony  of  Strabane 
and  of  Ardstraw  should  yield  more  spe¬ 
cific  evidence. 

The  removal  of  our  Scottish  Ross  an¬ 
cestor  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  could 
scarcely  have  occurred  before  1610;  prob¬ 
ably  he  removed  not  long  before  1700, 
judging  by  the  date  of  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  Ross  records  in  Tyrone.  The  gen¬ 
eral  causes  of  the  removal  of  Scots  to  Ul¬ 
ster  were  two  historic  events,  first,  the 
confiscation  by  the  British  Government  in 
the  first  decade  of  the  seventeenth  cen¬ 
tury,  of  about  eight  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land,  the  forfeited  estates  of  Irish 
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rebels,  constituting  the  province  of  Ul¬ 
ster,  to  which  land  thousands  of  Scots 
came  as  colonists  and  pioneers  under  the 
encouragement  of  King  James  I,  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  was  also  King  of  Scotland  as 
James  VI;  secondly,  about  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  century  the  confiscation 
by  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  name  of  Eng¬ 
land,  of  more  lands  of  Irish  recalcitrants. 
To  these  lands  came  many  Englishmen  as 


well  as  Scots.  Some  of  these  Scots  and 
English  were  soldiers  who  had  served  in 
Ireland  and  who  were  given  bounties  in 
land.  Some  Scottish  landlords  and  mer¬ 
chants  bought  up  large  tracts  in  Ulster, 
and  sent  hundreds  of  Scots  to  reside 
thereon  as  tenants.  Thrift  began  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  with  this  invasion,  and 
has  been  ever  since  continued  by  the  same 
element. 


Oliver  Ross  of  Ireland  and  Ohio 


FROM  the  known  age  of  Oliver 
Ross,  the  emigrant,  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Crawford)  Ross 
of  the  parish  of  Ardstraw,  or  vicinity,  in 
county  Tyrone,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
dates  of  birth  of  his  ancestors  named  in 
the  Vandergrift  manuscript  approximate 
the  following:  Larimer1  Ross  born  about 
1600;  David2  Ross  born  1620-30;  Owen3 
Ross  born  1 650-60;  Donald4  Ross  born 
1685-90;  John5  Ross  born  1715-20; 
Oliver6  Ross  born  February  13,  1753, 
died  March  17,  1827.  Of  these  men, 
doubtless  the  first  two  lived  and  died  in 
Scotland;  the  third,  Owen,  doubtless  was 
born  and  married  in  Scotland,  and  may 
be  the  one  who  came  to  Ireland  with  his 
child  Donald4,  and  so  could  have  been 
present  at  the  siege  of  Londonderry  in 
1690,  as  has  been  alleged.  Oliver6  Ross, 
born  February  13,  1753  Family 

Bible ,  owned  by  Mrs.  Lura  H.  Rothman, 
6148  Woodlawn  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill.], 
doubtless  born  between  Strabane  and 
Newtown  Stewart,  near  the  rivers 


Mourne,  Stroule,  and  Foyle,  which  con¬ 
verge  in  that  region,  married  about  the 
year  1774.  The  event  is  thus  described  in 
the  Vandergrift  manuscript: 

He  was  sent  to  Londonderry,  Ireland,  to 
complete  his  education.  While  there  he  at¬ 
tended  a  select  ball.  There  he  met  Miss  Fran¬ 
ces  Elleanor  St.  Clair,  a  gay,  dashing  young 
girl,  born  in  December  1752.  He  paid  her 
marked  attention.  It  had  been  the  wish  of  his 
parents  that  he  would  study  for  the  ministry, 
but  in  less  than  a  year  Oliver  Ross  cast  their 
wishes  and  the  college  aside  and  married  Miss 
St.  Clair.  They  located  in  Newtown  Stewart. 
Their  oldest  children  were  twin  boys,  named 
for  the  two  grandfathers,  James  and  John. 
They  died  in  infancy.  Their  next  two  were 
girls,  Mary  and  Margaret.  Then  St.  Clair 
Ross,  born  August  20,  1782.  When  he  was 
1 1  months  old  his  father,  dazzled  by  the 
glowing  accounts  of  this  country,  then  new, 
determined  to  venture.  He  took  passage  in  the 
ship  “Nancy”  and  was  the  first  of  our  an¬ 
cestors  to  come  to  America.  Their  passage  was 
a  stormy  one  of  nearly  twelve  weeks.  After 
reaching  Philadelphia,  resting  a  few  days, 
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they  proceeded  to  friends  on  the  Juniata  River. 
The  greatest  sorrow  with  the  wife  was  part¬ 
ing  from  her  parents  and  sisters.  After  re¬ 
maining  in  Pennsylvania  for  12  years,  their 
young  son,  St.  Clair  Ross,  brought  the  family 
over  the  Allegheny  Mountains  on  pack  horses. 
His  father  had  been  crippled  and  was  much 
discouraged.  On  reaching  Pittsburgh  they 
came  down  the  Ohio  in  flat-boats,  there  being 
no  steam  boats  in  those  days.  Their  destination 
was  Manchester,  Ohio,  there  being  a  settle¬ 
ment  of  Irish  there.  Young  St.  Clair  Ross 
raised  the  first  crop  of  corn  ever  raised  on 
Manchester  Island. 

Mrs.  Vandergrift  did  not  examine  any 
public  records.  She  was  content  with  the 
statements  of  her  parents.  To  her  these 
statements  were  as  true  as  any  public  or 
other  written  record  could  make  them.  It 
has  been  our  mission,  in  part,  to  confirm 
and  add  to  her  account  by  evidence  re¬ 
corded  in  county  courthouses  and  in  state 
records.  The  period  from  July  to  Septem¬ 
ber,  1783,  would  be  sufficiently  long  for 
the  voyage  of  the  ship  Nancy ,  in  which 
Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair) 
Ross  and  their  three  children,  Mary,  Mar¬ 
garet,  and  St.  Clair,  are  said  to  have  come 
from  Ireland  to  Philadelphia.  As  a  rule, 
the  arrivals  and  sailings  of  ships  were  not 
printed  in  the  Philadelphia  newspapers 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Even 
for  some  time  after  the  end  of  the  war, 
such  items  appear  only  sporadically.  In 
the  Pennsylvania  Journal  of  July  5, 
1783,  occurs  the  item:  “Philadelphia, 

July  5.  The  Brig - ,  Capt  Chevers, 

with  150  passengers  from  Ireland,  is  ar¬ 
rived  in  our  river.” 

The  war  had  ceased  some  months  be¬ 
fore  this  brig  arrived,  but  the  omission  of 


its  name  from  the  newspaper  may  have 
been  due  to  the  aftermath  of  the  war. 
Passengers  arriving  at  an  American  port 
from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  prior  to  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  were  not 
required  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  on 
landing,  as  were  persons  arriving  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  because  they 
were  merely  going  from  one  British  pos¬ 
session  to  another.  Oliver  Ross,  however, 
must  have  been  required  on  his  arrival  or 
soon  after,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States,  but  the  record  of 
that  act  has  not  been  found.  The  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Journal  for  July  11,  1783,  is 
missing j  as  is  also  that  for  July  20 ;  so 
if  the  brig  departed  from  the  port  dur¬ 
ing  the  interval,  the  record  of  her  depar¬ 
ture  is  unobtainable.  In  the  issue  for  Au¬ 
gust  9  appears  the  following  item: 

It  is  remarkable,  that  of  350  passengers 
lately  arrived  here  in  the  ship  Irish  Volunteer , 
from  Larne  [on  the  north  coast  of  Ireland], 
there  was  not  any  sick,  although  the  voyage 
was  performed  in  the  hottest  season  of  the 
year.  Perhaps  no  one  ever  arrived  here  with 
a  better  character,  for  attention  to  his  people, 
than  Capt.  Dillon. 

The  Irish  Volunteer  sailed  to  Belfast 
and  Dublin  while  the  brig  Providence  and 
the  ship  Ann  went  to  Londonderry  from 
Philadelphia.  The  Pennsylvania  Packet 
has  this  item:  “Naval  office,  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  29,  1783.  Inward  Entries:  Ship 
Nancy,  Shewell.  St.  Ubes.”  This  ship  may 
have  been  the  one  on  which  Oliver  Ross 
came,  but  if  so,  it  stopped  after  leaving 
Ireland  at  St.  Ubes  in  Portugal.  The 
journey  westward  across  the  ocean  by 
small  sailing  vessels  consumed  from  five 
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to  ten  weeks  time,  some  voyages,  of 
course,  even  longer  owing  to  storms  from 
the  west.  A  voyage  by  the  way  of  Portu¬ 
gal  would  account  for  a  twelve  weeks’ 
journey.  The  Pennsylvania  Journal  of 
September  6,  17 83,  refers  to  another  ves¬ 
sel  named  Nancy:  “Naval  office,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  September  6.  Cleared  outwards: 
Brig  Nancy ,  Collins,  for  Jamaica.”  The 
Pennsylvania  Packet  of  August  27,  1783? 
records  the  clearance  of  the  brig  Nancy , 
Captain  Whitepaine,  for  Cape  Frangois  in 
Hayti.  The  arrival  of  these  two  vessels  at 
Philadelphia  is  not  recorded,  because  the 
issues  of  the  newspapers  for  some  num¬ 
bers  previous  to  the  above  dates  are  miss¬ 
ing  j  so  one  cannot  learn  from  what  port 
they  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  But  it  was 
not  uncommon  for  vessels  plying  between 
the  British  Isles  and  Philadelphia  to  go 
by  the  way  of  the  West  Indies.  One  can¬ 
not  determine  more  definitely  further 
particulars  concerning  the  vessel  named 
Nancy,  which  tradition  avers  brought 
Oliver  Ross  and  his  family  from  Ireland 
to  Philadelphia.  If,  as  the  Vandergrift 
manuscript  states,  the  voyage  “was  a 
stormy  one  of  twelve  weeks,”  leaving  Ire¬ 
land  about  the  first  of  July  when  St.  Clair 
Ross  was  eleven  months  old,  the  arrival 
in  Pennsylvania  would  have  been  about 
the  time,  September  29,  when  the  ship 
Nancy  arrived  as  indicated  in  the  above 
quotation  from  the  Pennsylvania  Packet, 
coming  via  Portugal  and  the  Azores. 

Oliver  Ross  did  not  remain  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  long  enough  to  become  a 
figure  in  its  records.  There  was  an  Oliver 
Ross  living  in  Philadelphia  before  and 
after  our  Oliver  Ross  came  there.  That 
there  may  be  no  confusion  of  identities,  it 


will  suffice  to  mention  that  the  Philadel¬ 
phian  Oliver  Ross  appears  in  the  state  tax 
list  of  1779  for  the  county  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Northern  Liberties,  East  Part,  as  a 
comb  makerj  again  in  1780  in  the  effective 
supply  tax  list,  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  a 
comb  maker}  again  in  the  burial  records 
of  Old  Swedes  Church,  Philadelphia,  viz. 
“Strangers  Grown”:  “1800,  February  12, 
Oliver  Ross,  60  years,  died  suddenly  yes¬ 
terday  having  gone  to  work  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  had  no  previous  sickness.”  Old 
Swedes  Church  was  Protestant  Episcopal, 
and  this  Oliver  Ross’s  burial  was  recorded 
under  the  heading  of  “Strangers  Grown,” 
because,  while  he  died  in  Old  Swedes  Par¬ 
ish,  he  had  previously  attended  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  where  his  children 
were  baptized,  viz.,  “1775?  Oct.  13  Mar¬ 
tha  dau  of  Oliver  &  Elizabeth  Ross,  born 
September  10,  1773.” 

Our  Oliver  Ross,  on  his  journey  to 
Mifflin  County,  in  central  Pennsylvania, 
stopped  for  a  period  of  months  at  West 
Cain  on  the  border  of  Chester  and  Lan¬ 
caster  counties,  where  he  had,  in  1785, 
lived  long  enough  to  be  considered  as  a 
taxable  resident.  Why  Oliver  Ross  rested 
at  West  Cain  on  the  direct  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Susquehanna  for  a  year 
or  more  before  proceeding  to  Mifflin 
County  up  the  Susquehanna  River,  cannot 
be  determined}  it  is  merely  surmised  that 
he  stopped  at  West  Cain  because  he  had 
friends  there.  Oliver  Ross  must  have  re¬ 
mained  at  West  Cain  for  a  year  at  the 
very  least.  In  the  Pennsylvania  Archives, 
Third  Series,  XII,  697,  is  given  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  Chester  County  tax  rates  for 
the  year  1785  for  the  township  of  West 
Cain}  in  this  record  is  given:  “Oliver 
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Ross.  Tax  3s  9d.”  This  tax  had  no  refer¬ 
ence  to  real  estate.  The  smallest  tax  was 
two  shillings  and  six  pence,  the  “head 
tax,”  or  poll  tax  as  it  is  now  called.  The 
tax  of  3r.  9 d.  was  the  poll  tax  with  an  ad¬ 
dition  for  a  horse  or  a  cow.  The  tax  list 
for  1786  shows  that  Oliver  Ross  was  not 
present  in  West  Cain  in  that  year  long 
enough  to  be  charged  with  any  sum  due 
to  the  county  of  Chester.  As  he  had  be¬ 
come  taxable  in  1787  in  that  part  of  Cum¬ 
berland  County  which  in  1789  became 
Mifflin  County,  it  is  clear  that  he  must 
have  left  West  Cain  by  the  end  of  1785 
or  early  in  the  spring  of  1786. 

When  Oliver  Ross  reached  the  region 

Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania 

Year  Tozvnshif  Name 

1787  Derry  Oliver  Ross 

The  deeds  and  grants  of  land  for  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  including  the  area  later 
known  as  Mifflin  County,  recorded  at  Car¬ 
lisle  and  later  at  Lewistown  for  Mifflin 
County,  show  neither  the  purchase  nor  sale 
of  this  land  by  Oliver  Ross.  The  person  to 
whom  he  sold  it  before  or  after  leaving  for 
Ohio  failed  to  have  the  deed  recorded. 
This  is  the  only  existing  record  of  Oliver 
Ross’s  being  taxed  in  Mifflin  County,  be¬ 
cause  the  tax  records  at  the  courthouse  at 
Lewistown  have  disappeared  for  the  years 
before  1799,  by  which  date  Oliver  Ross 
had  removed  to  Ohio.  The  taxable  value 
of  this  land  indicates  that  it' was  cleared 
of  timber,  in  part,  and  of  good  value  and 
quality  for  that  time  and  region.  Derry 
(named  after  the  county  of  Derry,  other¬ 
wise  Londonderry,  in  Ireland)  adjoined 


that  in  1789  became  Mifflin  County,  he 
found  there  other  Rosses  who  had  also 
come  from  the  north  of  Ireland  where 
Oliver  Ross  may  have  personally  known 
some  of  them.  The  Vandergrift  manu¬ 
script  says  he  “proceeded  to  friends  on  the 
Juniata  river.”  David  Ross  appears  at 
Derry  in  177 5;  and  the  tax  records  at 
Carlisle  show  that  two  of  these  Rosses, 
William  and  James,  were  first  taxed  at 
Derry  in  1775,  eight  years  before  Oliver 
Ross  came  to  America.  The  first  record  of 
Oliver  Ross  in  what  is  now  Mifflin  County 
is  at  Carlisle,  the  seat  of  Cumberland 
County  (which  up  to  1789  included 
Mifflin),  viz.: 

Tax  assessments. 

Property  T axable  value 

213  acres  £327  £353 

2  horses,  2  cows  £  26 

the  township  of  Granville  in  which  is  the 
borough  town  of  Lewistown  on  the  Ju¬ 
niata  River,  while  Wayne  Township  ad¬ 
joined  the  Huntingdon  County  line. 
While  a  very  large  part  of  the  surface  of 
Derry  consists  of  mountain  sides,  the 
arable  tracts  are  wider  than  those  about 
Huntingdon.  There  was  a  trail  leading 
along  the  north  bank  of  the  Juniata  River 
between  Lewistown  and  Huntingdon ; 
and  there  was  also  a  short  cut  between 
Derry  and  Huntingdon  through  a  narrow 
gap  in  the  mountains  at  the  time  Oliver 
Ross  and  his  subsequent  son-in-law, 
George  W.  Parkinson,  resided  in  those 
respective  places.  Huntingdon,  having 
been  the  largest  early  settlement  along 
the  river,  was  a  place  of  frequent  resort 
for  settlers  for  miles  around}  hence,  the 


The  Scottish-Irish  Rosses 


IS7 


probability  that  Oliver  Ross  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  became  acquainted  with  George  W. 
Parkinson  at  Huntingdon  is  considerable. 
Everybody  knew  everybody  else  within  a 
reasonable  distance  in  those  days  when  the 
settlements  were  small  and  more  or  less 
dependent  upon  each  other.  Any  church 
records  that  may  have  been  kept  by  the 
clergymen  at  Lewistown  or  Derry  are  not 
known  to  be  extant ;  so  the  births  of  the 
children  of  Oliver  Ross  born  in  Mifflin 
County  are  not  of  record  there. 

But  few  records  were  kept  in  these 
early  settlements.  In  Book  A,  on  page  8, 
of  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  quarter  ses¬ 
sions  of  Mifflin  County,  March  term, 
1790,  is  found  this  item: 

Oliver  Ross  and  Dr.  John  Ross  summoned 
to  give  evidence  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  vs.  John 
Steel  and  others  charged  with  stopping  up  a 
highway. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  records  to  indi¬ 
cate,  directly,  that  these  men  were  re¬ 
lated;  the  situation  rather  suggests  it, 
however.  On  page  20  of  the  same  Book 
A ,  for  the  June  session  of  the  court,  1790, 
another  entry  referring  to  the  same  case 
occurs,  it  having  been  customary  to  bind 
the  witnesses  upon  whom  the  prosecution 
depended,  for  their  appearance  when 
needed: 

Oliver  Ross  required  to  give  surety  in  £20, 
conditioned  for  his  appearance  at  this  sessions 
to  give  evidence  on  part  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  not  depart  the  [jurisdiction  of 
the]  Court  Without  License. 

In  the  Appearance  Docket  Book ,  No. 
1,  page  189,  of  the  Court  of  Common 


Pleas  (court  instituted  in  December, 
1789)  for  Mifflin  County,  August  term, 
1785,  case  No.  28,  is  the  entry: 

Oliver  Ross  and  Frances  Ross,  uxr.  vs. 
James  Findley.  Capias  Case.  Bail  Bond.  De¬ 
fendants  appearance  accepted.  Duncan  for 
deft,  appears  and  prays  oyer  &  terminer. 

An  effort  was  made  at  Lewistown  to 
find  the  original  papers  of  this  case,  espe¬ 
cially  the  plaintiffs’  formal  declaration 
setting  forth  their  claims;  but  the  clerk 
of  the  court  was  unable  to  find  them  and 
could  offer  no  explanation  as  to  what  had 
become  of  them  and  of  other  old  papers 
that  formerly  must  have  been  in  the  office. 
No  further  reference  to  this  case  can  be 
found.  Nevertheless,  this  brief  entry  in 
the  docket  book  is  of  prime  genealogical 
value  as  it  is  the  first  record  in  America 
of  the  Christian  name  of  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Ross;  it  confirms  the  Vandergrift 
manuscript  that  her  name  was  Frances. 
“Uxr.”  is  an  abbreviation  of  uxor ,  the 
Latin  word  for  wife.  “Capias  Case” 
means  with  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the 
body  of  the  defendant,  it  having  been  the 
law  that  a  defendant  in  a  civil  action  of 
debt  or  ad  damnum  (damages)  could  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned  both  before  and 
after  the  civil  case  was  tried,  subject  to 
bail  before  trial,  however,  as  in  this  case 
brought  by  Oliver  Ross.  No  further  rec¬ 
ord  of  this  case  appears  in  this  court.  The 
cause  of  action  is  not  disclosed  by  the  rec¬ 
ord;  but  as  Frances  Ross  was  a  co-plaintiff 
it  was  probably  an  action  of  damages  to 
property.  The  date  of  this  action,  August, 
1795,  is  significant;  it  marks  the  year  in 
which  Oliver  Ross  is  claimed,  by  the  Van¬ 
dergrift  manuscript,  to  have  removed  to 
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the  Ohio  River  near  Manchester.  No  fur¬ 
ther  record  of  Oliver  Ross  is  on  file  at  the 
offices  of  Mifflin  and  Cumberland  coun¬ 


ties.  The  census  of  the  United  States  in 
1790  for  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania, 
is  illuminating,  viz.: 


Free  white 

Free  white 

females  includ¬ 

males  under 

ing  heads  of 

Other 

16  years 

families 

persons 

4 

3 

2 

3 

2 

7 

2 

5 

I 

2 

Slaves 


Free  white  males 
above  16  in¬ 
cluding  heads  of 
families 


South  of  the  Juniata: 

John  Ross  1 

Remainder  of  county: 

James  Ross  2 

Oliver  Ross  1 

William  Ross  2 

James  Ross  1 


Here  in  this  census  we  have  a  brief 
summary  of  all  persons  surnamed  Ross 
living  in  Mifflin  County  in  1790.  John 
Ross  undoubtedly  was  the  man  designated 
as  “Dr.”  (doctor)  who  testified  for  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  with  Oliver  Ross 
in  1790;  and  the  number  and  ages  of  his 
children  show  that  he  was  contemporary 
with  Oliver  Ross,  hence,  not  Oliver’s  fa¬ 
ther.  The  term  “Remainder  of  county” 
used  in  the  census  referred  to  that  larger 
part  of  the  county  of  Mifflin  north  of  the 
Juniata  River.  The  township  of  Derry,  in 
which  Oliver  Ross  resided,  and  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Lewistown  were  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river.  The  census  record  of 
Oliver  Ross  proves  that  of  the  five  daugh¬ 
ters  and  four  sons  by  his  wife  Frances  liv¬ 
ing  in  Ohio  after  1800,  two  sons  were 
born  after  this  census  of  1790.  Their 
daughter,  Rebecca  Ross,  was  four  years  old 
when  this  census  was  taken.  The  seven 
females  in  Oliver  Ross’s  home  at  Derry 
in  Mifflin  County  in  1790  included  his 
wife,  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross, 
and  one  other  not  yet  accounted  for.  She 


was  either  a  servant  or  Sarah,  sister  of 
Oliver  Ross,  because  Mrs.  Vandergrift 
makes  no  mention  of  any  daughter  who 
died  in  Pennsylvania.  The  traditional 
statement  of  Mr.  I.  McD.  Smith  of 
Hillsboro,  Ohio,  to  the  effect  that  James 
Wadman  married  a  member  of  Oliver 
Ross’s  family  is  untenable.  The  statement 
that  James  Wadman  met  Sarah  Ross  in 
Ireland  before  Oliver  Ross  came  to 
America  and  desired  to  marry  her  there  is 
applicable  to  a  sister  or  cousin  of  Oliver’s 
but  not  to  Oliver’s  daughter  Sarah,  born 
in  America,  who  married  Rev.  Daniel 
Hare  in  Ohio.  The  two  sons  aged 
under  sixteen  years  credited  to  Oliver 
Ross  in  the  1790  census  were  St.  Clair 
Ross,  then  aged  eight  years,  and  James 
St.  Clair  Ross,  the  child  next  younger j 
thus  the  census  confirms  the  statement 
bearing  thereon  made  by  Mrs.  Vander¬ 
grift. 

The  last  record  of  Oliver  Ross  in 
Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  is  of  his 
suit  brought  against  James  Findley  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1795.  There  were  but  two  routes 
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possible  for  him  to  travel  from  Derry  in 
Mifflin  County  to  the  border  of  Ohio} 
these  routes  are  shown  upon  Reading 
Howell’s  map  of  1792.  The  shorter  was 
by  the  way  of  Pittsburgh,  though  the  trail 
was  much  newer  and  harder  to  travel}  it 
followed  the  river  Juniata  westward  to 
Huntingdon,  there  crossing  the  river,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Frankstown  River  to  New  Gap 
in  the  mountains,  on  the  westward  slope 
of  which  the  trail  ran  a  little  north  of  the 
Conemaugh  River  to  Belle  Fonts,  cross¬ 
ing  the  Conemaugh  there}  thence  to 
“Hannah’s  Town”}  thence  northwest  to 
Fort  Pitt  (Pittsburgh) }  thence  southwest- 
ward  to  join  the  older  road  at  what  is  now 
the  border  line  between  Ohio  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  it  crosses  Buffalo  Creek 
directly  west  of  Washington,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia. 

The  older  road  from  Derry  in  Mifflin 
County  ran  south  to  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Lincoln  Highway,  joining  it  about 
twenty-five  miles  east  of  Bedford,  the  seat 
of  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania}  thence 
directly  west  through  the  Little  Alle¬ 
ghany  Mountains  to  Berlin,  continuing  to 
“Husbands”  (where  Hermon  Husbands 
lived  after  escaping  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina)  in  Somerset  County}  thence  west¬ 
ward  to  Brownsville,  on  the  Mononga- 
hela  River}  thence  westward  to  Washing¬ 
ton  near  the  border  of  Ohio,  joining  at 
the  border  the  trail  from  Pittsburgh. 
Oliver  Ross  and  his  family  are  stated  by 
Mrs.  Vandergrift  to  have  traveled  with 
pack  horses  via  Pittsburgh.  The  journey 
in  1795  of  the  Oliver  Ross  family  of  four 
hundred  miles  from  Pittsburgh  down  the 
Ohio  River  on  a  “flatboat”  with  their 
horses  and  movable  effects,  as  well  as  with 
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a  large  supply  of  flour  purchased  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  ended  at  a  landing  place  that  two 
years  later  came  to  be  called  Manchester, 
on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  Ohio 
in  what  became  in  1797  Adams  County. 
When  they  landed  the  place  was  called 
“Three  Islands”  in  Hamilton  County. 
The  Vandergrift  MS  refers  to  this  place: 
“Their  destination  was  Manchester,  Ohio, 
there  being  a  settlement  of  Irish  there. 
Young  St.  Clair  Ross  raised  the  first  crop 
of  corn  ever  raised  on  Manchester  Is¬ 
land.”  Confirmation  of  the  residence  of 
the  family  at  Three  Islands,  the  site  of 
Manchester,  for  more  than  two  years 
after  its  arrival  there  is  found  in  Scott’s 
History  of  the  Early  Settlement  of  High¬ 
land  County ,  Ohio ,  and  in  the  papers  re¬ 
lating  to  the  lawsuits  of  Oliver  Ross  and 
his  wife  Frances  against  George  W.  Bar- 
row,  Jacob  Beam,  and  Abigal  Barrow,  be¬ 
gun  in  October,  1805.  These  papers,  filed 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Hills¬ 
boro,  Ohio,  name  Manchester  as  the  place 
of  residence  of  the  plaintiffs  before  their 
removal  to  Newmarket.  Of  the  incidents 
of  the  temporary  sojourn  of  the  family  at 
the  site  of  Manchester,  nothing  further  is 
known. 

Manchester  was  the  third  permanent 
white  settlement  in  what  later  became  the 
state  of  Ohio.  It  was  founded  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1790,  when  the  pioneer  corps  from 
Virginia,  headed  by  Nathaniel  Massie, 
built  a  stockade  at  the  three  islands,  the 
present  site  of  Manchester;  but  the  set¬ 
tlement  did  not  become  a  territorial  town¬ 
ship  until  September,  1797.  Thus  it  was 
less  than  five  years  after  the  first  settle¬ 
ment  in  1790  that  Oliver  Ross  arrived  at 
this  stockade  in  the  Virginia  military  res- 
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ervation  in  the  Northwest  Territory.  This 
stockade  was  maintained  solely  by  its  few 
builders  for  defense  against  repeated  at¬ 
tacks  by  Indians  for  the  first  five  years. 
Then,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  of  Greenville 
in  1795  ended  the  organized  Indian  at¬ 
tacks  on  the  stockade,  Oliver  Ross  arrived 
from  Lewistown,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
one  of  those  of  whom  it  is  written: 

From  the  Stockade  as  a  base  of  supplies,  and 
as  a  place  of  refuge  in  case  of  attack,  these 
daring  adventurers  explored  by  stealth  the  re¬ 
motest  parts  of  the  reservation,  and  entered 
and  surveyed  the  most  desirable  lands  of  the 
region.  They  prepared  the  way  for  those 
patriots  of  the  Revolution  who  came  with 
their  families  to  establish  their  future  homes 
here,  and  to  lay,  ultimately,  the  foundation  of 
one  of  the  greatest  States  of  the  Union.  [Evans 
and  Stivers,  History  of  Adams  County ,  Ohio , 
p.  iii.] 

The  stockade  embraced  but  three  acres 
of  ground,  and  Oliver  Ross  had  to  buy 
one  of  the  houses  therein  or  build  a 
new  one  outside  of  the  stockade.  The 
stockade  was  opposite  the  lower  end  of 
the  large  island  and  extended  to  the  river 
bank.  The  historians,  Evans  and  Stivers, 
state  that  the  settlers  “cleared  the  lower 
of  the  three  islands  and  planted  it  with 
corn.”  The  situation  into  which  Oliver 
Ross  had  entered  in  coming  into  the 
Northwest  Territory  as  early  as  1795 
needs  the  historian’s  statement  to  enable 
the  reader  to  realize  it: 

When  the  settlement  was  formed  at  the 
“Three  Islands”  what  is  now  Adams  County, 
as  in  fact  with  two  exceptions,  all  of  the 
present  State  of  Ohio,  was  a  vast  wilderness, 
inhabited  by  tribes  of  hostile  savages,  and  filled 


with  ferocious  beasts  and  venomous  serpents. 
There  was  not  a  white  man’s  domicile  in  all 
the  Virginia  Reservation,  and  there  was  not  a 
fort  nor  a  single  company  of  soldiers  in  all 
that  vast  region  to  shelter  the  pioneer  who  ven¬ 
tured  within  its  limits,  or  to  stay  the  course  of 
the  bands  of  murderous  savages  that  roamed 
the  forests.  .  .  .  There  was  not  a  road  nor  a  path 
through  this  wilderness  except  those  made  by 
the  herds  of  buffaloes  in  their  travels  from  one 
feeding  place  to  another.  There  were  no  means 
of  travel  through  this  vast  wilderness  except 
on  foot  or  on  horseback  and  these  were  at¬ 
tended  with  the  greatest  dangers  to  life  and 
limb. 

As  there  is  no  evidence  of  Oliver  Ross’s 
having  bought  or  sold  any  land  at  the 
Three  Islands  during  the  two  years  and 
more  of  his  sojourn  there,  and  as  he  is 
recorded  in  1797  as  having  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  party  of  surveyors  organized 
by  Henry  Massie,  brother  of  Nathaniel 
Massie,  the  Virginian  surveyor  who 
founded  the  Three  Islands  settlement,  he 
may  have  been  a  member  of  the  force  that 
in  1796  made  its  way  from  Three  Islands 
to  the  site  on  the  Scioto  River  that,  after 
this  party  under  Massie  had  surveyed  it, 
came  to  be  known  as  Chillicothe.  This  is 
rendered  probable  by  the  recorded  fact 
that  in  the  next  year  Oliver  Ross,  his  son- 
in-law  Robert  Huston,  and  his  daughter 
Rebecca  Ross  were  members  of  the  sur¬ 
veying  party,  organized  by  Henry  Massie 
(brother  of  Nathaniel),  which  prospected 
the  upper  waters  of  Brush  Creek,  who, 
the  following  spring,  again  left  Manches¬ 
ter  and  took  up  their  abode  upon  the  lands 
previously  examined. 

Rev.  James  B.  Finley,  who  wrote  the 
first  account  of  these  movements  and 
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whose  father  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  party,  did  not  name  all  of  the  men 
who  shared  these  ventures,  but  he  stated: 

While  Gen.  Wayne  was  treating  with  the 
Indians  at  Greenville,  in  1795,  a  company  of 
forty  persons  met  at  Manchester,  at  the  Three 
Islands,  with  the  intention  of  exploring  the 
Scioto  country.  General  Massie  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  in  this  expedition.  My  father  and  several 
of  his  congregation  formed  a  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  .  .  .  In  the  following  year  he  led  an¬ 
other  expedition  to  that  region  and  laid  out 
the  town  of  Chillicothe  which  eventually  did 
become  the  first  capital  of  Ohio. 

Of  the  expedition  of  1797  headed  by 
Henry  Massie  the  History  of  the  Early 
Settlement  of  Highland  County ,  Ohio 
(pp.  x-40),  gives  some  details  and  does 
not  omit  to  name  Oliver  Ross  as  a  par¬ 
ticipant  : 

Henry  Massie,  a  younger  brother  of  Gen. 
Nathaniel  Massie,  came  out  from  Virginia 
shortly  after  Manchester  was  located  and  en¬ 
gaged  as  an  assistant  surveyor  under  his 
brother.  In  the  summer  of  1796,  while  the 
settlement  about  Chillicothe  was  making,  he 
was  engaged  in  locating  and  surveying  lands 
on  the  head  waters  of  Brushcreek,  in  what  is 
now  Highland.  The  summer  and  fall  of  1797 
were  employed  by  him  in  the  same  way.  .  .  . 
Immediately  he  resolved  to  lay  out  a  town  him¬ 
self  early  the  next  spring  on  his  previously 
selected  site.  Accordingly,  on  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1798,  the  spring  having  been  very  late, 
he  set  out  from  Manchester  with  a  small  com¬ 
pany  to  lay  off  the  town  on  the  uplands  and 
commence  the  foundation  of  a  permanent  set¬ 
tlement.  The  party  arrived  on  the  evening  of 
the  7  th  at  the  place  of  their  future  operations, 
and  camped  near  a  fine  spring.  The  next  day 
they  commenced  erecting  some  permanent 


huts  for  their  accommodation.  They  had 
brought  with  them  on  their  pack  horses  meal, 
bacon,  salt,  &c.,  sufficient  for  their  immediate 
wants,  also  axes  and  other  implements.  The 
company  consisted  of  Henry  Massie,  Oliver 
Ross  and  his  daughter,  a  girl  of  fifteen,*  Rob¬ 
ert  Huston  and  another.  Miss  Ross  went  as 
tent-keeper  and  cook,  and  was  then  believed  to 
be  the  first  white  woman  ever  in  the  present 
county  of  Highland,  in  consequence  of  which 
Massie  gave  her  a  lot  in  the  town  when  it  was 
laid  off.  Huston  and  Ross  were  both  Irishmen, 
and  had  emigrated  only  a  few  years  before. 

.  .  .  Oliver  Ross  came  out  in  the  fall  of 
1797,  and  assisted  in  laying  out  the  town  of 
Newmarket. 

The  final  arrival  of  the  Rosses  at  the 
place  which  became  Newmarket,  High¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  substantially  as  told 
by  St.  Clair  Ross,  one  of  the  participants, 
to  his  daughter,  Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Van- 
dergrift,  and  exactly  as  recited  in  her 
manuscript  follows: 

Oliver  Ross  with  his  two  sons,  St.  Clair  and 
James,  and  his  young  daughter,  Rebecca,  for 
cook,  left  Manchester  on  pack  horses.  Each 
carried  a  gun.  They  penetrated  the  dense  for¬ 
est,  often  having  to  stop  and  cut  a  way  for 
the  horses.  On  the  1 6th  of  March  (1798) 
they  camped  at  New  Market,  which  place  had 
been  surveyed  a  few  months  before,  but  not 
a  stick  of  timber  had  been  cut.  They  had 
blazed  the  trees  for  their  survey.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  17th  of  March,  1798,  Oliver  Ross 
handed  his  son,  St.  Clair,  an  axe  telling  him 
to  cut  down  a  young  tree,  then  take  the 
grubbing  hoe  and  take  up  some  grubs,  saying 
“My  son  when  you  are  an  old  man,  you  can 
tell  you  cut  down  the  first  tree  and  took  out 

*  As  she  was  born  August  24,  1786,  she  was  aged 
but  twelve  years  when  she  went  to  the  site  of  New¬ 
market. 
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the  first  grub  in  the  new  survey  and  I  believe 
the  first  in  Highland  County.”*  They  cleared 
out  and  planted  four  acres  of  corn.  They  lived 
in  a  camp  during  the  summer.  Their  carpet 
was  nature’s  green  earth;  their  table  a  split  log 
with  the  flat  side  up;  their  standing  food,  corn- 
meal  gruel,  thickened  with  wild  onions.  Oc¬ 
casionally  they  would  have  deer  and  wild 
turkey.  Their  nearest  towns  were  Chillicothe, 
Cincinnati,  and  Manchester.  Their  only  neigh¬ 
bors  were  Indians  who  frequently  came 
around;  while  animals  were  numerous  and 
dangerous,  compelling  a  man  to  carry  his  gun 
and  a  big  butcher  knife  at  all  times.  By  Fall 
Oliver  Ross  and  sons  had  a  large  double  log 
cabin  built  with  loft  overhead  and  great  wide¬ 
mouthed  chimneys,  and  prepared  to  go  for  the 
family.  In  the  meantime,  they  had  been  fell¬ 
ing  trees,  burning  brush  and  doing  many  other 
things.  About  that  time  they  got  word  from 
Robert  Boyce  that  if  they  would  come  and 
help  cut  a  way  he  would  bring  the  first  wagon 
that  was  ever  brought  there  and  he  moved  the 
restf  of  the  Ross  family.  Of  course,  they 
gladly  assisted  him  and  they  were  soon  estab¬ 
lished  in  their  new  home  in  the  wilderness.  By 
degrees  other  people  ventured  out  and  settled 
in  the  place.  The  Indians  got  very  troublesome 
and  Oliver  Ross  frequently  had  to  drive  them 
from  his  house.  They  always  wanted  salt  and 
fire  water,  meaning  whiskey.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  the  Chief  attempted  to  tomahawk 
young  St.  Clair  Ross.  Some  time  after  that 
young  Ross  and  his  sister  Mary  went  to  Man¬ 
chester  with  pack  horses  for  provisions.  On 
their  way  they  met  seventeen  Indians  with 
Simon  Kenton  at  their  head.  Seeing  that  the 
young  woman  was  much  alarmed,  he  told  her 
with  a  benevolent  smile  that  they  would  not 

*  This  incident  occurred  seven  years  before  the 
formation  of  Highland  County,  hence  the  narrator 
meant  the  region  that  became  Highland  County. 

f  Meaning  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross, 
wife  of  Oliver,  and  their  youngest  children  who  had 
remained  at  Manchester. 


harm  her,  and  the  young  people  passed  on. 
When  about  four  miles  from  home,  they 
heard  the  tinkling  of  a  bell  close  by.  Remem¬ 
bering  Robert  Boyce  had  lost  two  fine  horses, 
St.  Clair  Ross  told  his  sister  to  remain  while 
he  would  look  to  the  horses.  He  soon  came 
upon  them.  There  were  several  horses  all 
tethered,  and  supposing  they  had  been  taken 
by  the  Indians  they  had  met,  and  that  some  of 
them  would  return  for  them,  he  cut  the 
withes  from  Boyce’s  horses,  stuffed  the  bell 
with  leaves  and  started  them.  Scarcely  had  he 
reached  his  sister  when  he  discovered  that  In¬ 
dians  were  in  pursuit  dodging  from  tree  to 
tree,  trying  to  take  them  by  surprise.  Telling 
his  sister  to  keep  a  firm  seat  on  her  horse  and 
ride  for  her  life,  they  soon  got  beyond  the 
reach  of  their  weapons.  The  next  morning 
young  Ross  with  six  other  men  went  out  and 
recovered  the  other  horses.  Some  of  the  white 
men  gave  them  [the  Indians]  rum  but  they 
put  them  all  to  flight. 

Thus  began  the  founding  of  Newmar¬ 
ket,  Ohio,  originally  in  the  county  of 
Ross,  but,  in  1805,  in  the  new  county  of 
Highland.  The  spring  of  water  where  the 
Rosses  first  camped,  and  where  the  first 
tree  was  cut  down,  is  still  to  be  seen  about 
a  hundred  yards  south  of  the  center  of 
Newmarket,  on  the  right  side  of  the  road, 
now  in  a  barnyard.  The  historians  assert 
that  “deer,  elk,  bears,  and  turkeys  were 
abundant,  while  the  streams  and  ponds 
furnished  a  variety  of  fish.”  Luxuries 
were  unknown.  Daniel  Scott,  historian  of 
Highland  County,  gives  us  further  de¬ 
tails  of  interest: 

After  the  town  was  laid  out  and  carefully 
transferred  to  paper,  Massie  commenced  run¬ 
ning  off  his  lands  adjoining  in  lots  to  suit  the 
probable  demands  of  new  comers.  While  thus 
engaged  Ross  and  Huston  officiated  as  chain- 
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men.  They  continued  in  this  service  till  they 
earned  sufficient  wages  to  purchase  for  each  a 
hundred  acre  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  town 
plat.  .  .  .  Ross  selected  his  lot  of  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  town  plat  on  the  east,  but  made  no 
improvement  that  year,  being  constantly  en¬ 
gaged  as  chainman  for  Massie,  who  had  be¬ 
come  the  principal  surveyor  in  that  region  and 
therefore  received  large  numbers  of  military 
warrants  to  locate,  chiefly  on  the  shares.  .  .  . 
Ross’  camp  was  the  headquarters  for  the  sur¬ 
veyors  and,  for  a  time  until  William  Wishart’s 
tavern  was  opened,  for  visitors  and  new 
comers.  .  .  .  During  the  fall  of  1799  New 
Market  improved  considerably,  and  before  cold 
weather  set  in  six  or  seven  cabins  were  visible 
from  the  tavern  door.  .  .  .  Oliver  Ross  had 
built  a  house  on  his  land  east  of  town,  the  best 
in  the  settlement.  It  was  a  good  sized  one- 
story  house,  built  of  hewed  logs,  with  clap¬ 
board  roof,  one  room  in  front  with  a  kitchen 
back.  He  had  also  cleared  and  cultivated  some 
ground,  and  under  a  special  license  of  Gov. 
St.  Clair  opened  a  tavern.  Robert  Huston  had 
also  built  a  cabin  on  his  land  adjoining  the 
town  and  raised  a  small  crop  of  corn.  This 
constituted  the  New  Market  settlement  at  this 
date.  All  the  necessaries  of  life  except  corn 
and  wild  meat  had  to  be  packed  from  Man¬ 
chester  or  Chillicothe.  .  .  .  The  next  perma¬ 
nent  settler  that  came  to  New  Market  was 
Jacob  Beam.*  Then  came  McCafferty  and 
some  others — dates  not  remembered — about 
the  same  time. 

The  first  recorded  land  in  the  name  of 
Oliver  Ross  in  Ohio  was  not  that  whereon 
he  had  encamped  for  many  months  at  the 
spring,  nor  land  claimed  by  him  as  a 
founder.  It  was  by  purchase  of  a  grantee 
of  Henry  Massie.  The  deed  reveals  that 
Oliver  had  lived  at  Newmarket  for  over 

*  He  was  a  defendant  in  Oliver  Ross’s  successful 
suit  for  damages. 
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three  and  a  half  years  before  taking  for¬ 
mal  title  to  land,  so  far  as  records  now 
show,  lot  No.  31.  The  patent  granted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
Henry  Massie  for  Newmarket  lands  was 
not  secured  until  February  4,  1800,  and 
no  sound  title  could  be  given  before.  One 
of  the  first  grants  executed  by  Henry 
Massie  after  securing  his  patent,  was  of 
in-lot  No.  132  to  Rebecca  Ross,  daughter 
of  Oliver,  as  being  the  first  white  woman 
to  enter  and  reside  in  the  region  that  be¬ 
came  Highland  County.  Oliver  Ross 
gracefully  allowed  this  land,  on  which  he 
built  his  tavern,  to  remain  in  the  name  of 
his  daughter.  In  addition  to  keeping  a 
tavern  for  a  short  time  in  Newmarket,  he 
was  a  farmer.  He  had  farmed  also  in  Ire¬ 
land  and  in  Pennsylvania.  An  abstract  of 
the  deed  for  the  first  land  he  owned  fol¬ 
lows: 

[ Chillicothe ,  Ross  County ,  Ohio ,  Registry  of 

Deeds ,  Deed  Book  No.  1,  p.  678.  Abstract]  : 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  twenty 
fifth  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  Between 
Joseph  Thompson  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  of 
the  County  of  Ross  and  Territory  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  of 
the  one  part  and  Oliver  Ross  of  the  County  of 
Ross  and  Territory  aforesaid  of  the  other  part 
Witnesseth  that  the  said  Joseph  Thompson  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  for  and  in  consideration  of 
the  Sum  of  twenty  dollars  current  money  of 
Kentucky  to  him  in  hand  paid  the  receipt 
whereof  he  doth  hereby  acknowledge  and  for¬ 
ever  acquit  and  discharge  the  said  Oliver  Ross 
his  heirs  executors  and  administrators,  hath 
granted  bargained  sold  aliened  and  confirmed, 
and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  sell  alien,  and 
confirm  unto  the  said  Oliver  Ross  his  heirs 
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and  assigns  forever  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Ross 
and  Territory  aforesaid,  being  one  outlot  in  in 
[sic]  the  town  of  New  Market  and  distin¬ 
guished  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by  No.  thirty 
one  by  virtue  of  a  patent  granted  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  Henry  Massie  bear¬ 
ing  date  the  fourth  day  of  February  in  the 
year  of  our  lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 
Together  with  all  improvements  water  courses, 
profits  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  to  the 
said  premises  belonging  or  in  any  wise  apper¬ 
taining,  and  the  reversions,  remainders  and 
profits  thereof  and  all  the  estate  right  title  in¬ 
terest  property  claim  and  demand  of  them  the 
said  Joseph  Thompson  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
of  in  and  to  the  same.  To  have  and  to  hold 
(etc.)  In  Witness  whereof  the  said  Joseph 
Thompson  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  hereunto 
set  their  hands  and  Seals  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written 

Joseph  Thompson  [Seal] 
Elizabeth  Thompson  [Seal] 

Territory  of  the  United  States  N.  West  of 
the  River  Ohio.  Ross  County  SS. 

Before  me  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
said  County  personally  came  Joseph  Thomp¬ 
son  and  Elizabeth  Thompson  his  wife  who 
being  examined  separate  and  appart  from  her 
husband,  they  both  acknowledged  the  within 
Signing  and  Sealing  to  be  their  act  and  deed 
for  the  purpose  within  specified.  Acknowledged 
before  me  this  25th  day  of  Decr  1801. 

Reuben  Abrams  [Seal] 

The  Vandergrift  manuscript  quoting 
one  of  the  first  guests  at  the  tavern  of 
Oliver  Ross  reads: 

Allen  Trimble,  ex-governor  of  Ohio,  said — 
“The  first  night  I  ever  spent  in  the  wilds  of 
Ohio,  then  a  territory,  was  at  the  tavern  of 
Oliver  Ross.  His  cabin,  a  double  one,  was  full 
of  travelers,  every  place  taken,  and  I  was  only 


too  glad  to  share  the  pallet  with  his  son,  St. 
Clair.  Then,  as  boys,  we  became  acquainted. 
We  grew  to  manhood  warm  friends,  and  to 
middle  age,  and  down  to  old  age  our  friend¬ 
ship  never  wavered.  He  was  a  true  and  tried 
friend.  He  was  the  pure  gold  without  dross. 
We  would  often  ride  together  after  we  grew 
to  man’s  years  and  many  times  I  have  looked 
at  him  and  thought,  what  a  fine  figure  and 
what  a  grand  horseman!” 

One  of  the  early  difficulties  of  Frances 
Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  as  mistress  of 
the  tavern,  and  of  her  sister  Rebecca  (St. 
Clair)  Eakins,  was  to  procure  flour.  This 
is  revealed  in  an  incident  related  by  her 
son,  St.  Clair  Ross,  to  his  daughter  Addie 
Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift,  which  also 
again  introduces  the  man  who,  afterward, 
became  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Ohio — the  Rev.  James  B.  Finley,  a 
pioneer  at  Manchester,  Ohio,  and  author 
of  Life  in  the  Backwoods: 

Often  has  mother  Ross  told  of  the  time 
when  the  flour  her  father  brought  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  was  all  gone,  and  her  mother  knew 
nothing  about  corn  bread.  She  was  sitting  cry¬ 
ing  when  James  B.  Finley  came  in,  rough, 
ragged,  dirty,  and  considerably  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  liquor.  He  inquired  as  to  what  was 
the  matter,  and  with  true  Irish  eloquence  she 
told  him  her  children  must  starve.  He  told  her 
he  could  make  some  bread  her  children  could 
eat.  So  he  made  a  Johnny-cake  board,  washed 
his  hands,  cut  a  piece  of  lard  hog  that  had  just 
been  dressed,  rendered  it  out,  got  meal,  salt, 
and  water,  mixed  the  bread  and  baked  it. 
When  done  they  thought  it  was  delicious.  It 
became  a  great  favorite  and  was  always  called 
“Jim  Finley  bread.”  After  he  became  a  cele¬ 
brated  Methodist  preacher,  he  had  many  a 
laugh  with  Mrs.  Eakins  and  her  daughter  Mrs. 
St.  Clair  Ross  over  the  “Jim  Finley  bread”  he 
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introduced  into  their  family.  James  B.  Finley 
was  a  warm  friend  of  St.  Clair  Ross  and  his 
wife,  often  visiting  them  after  he  became  a 
bishop  up  to  the  time  when  he  was  old  and  full 
of  years. 

Another  visitor  to  the  Ross  tavern  at 
Newmarket  in  1799,  was  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  man  in  the  Northwest  Terri¬ 
tory,  for  he  was  then  and  had  been  for  ten 
years  its  governor  by  direct  appointment 
of  President  George  Washington.  The 
historian  Scott  refers  to  his  visit: 

That  spring  Gov.  St.  Clair,  passing  from 
Chillicothe  over  the  trace  to  Cincinnati, 
stopped  at  Ross’  tavern,  much  to  the  vexation 
of  landlord  Wishart.  Ross  was  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  shrewdness  and  good  hard  common 
sense,  and  having  a  touch  of  the  blarney  on  his 
tongue,  being  a  County  Derry  Irish  Presby¬ 
terian,  he  managed  to  ingratiate  himself  with 
the  Governor,  who  shortly  after  sent  him  a 
commission  as  a  Territorial  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  the  first  officer  of  the  law  within  the 
present  limits  of  Highland  County.  This  dig¬ 
nity  was  duly  appreciated  by  “Squire  Ross,” 
as  well  as  by  the  town  of  Newmarket.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  though,  the  commission  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  early  enough  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
community  for  legal  official  services.  John 
Emrie  and  the  new  ’Squire’s  eldest  daughter, 
Margaret,  during  the  past  winter  had  been 
negotiating  a  contract,  which  attained  to  ma¬ 
turity  early  in  the  spring  and  was  ready  for 
consummation;  and  it  being  necessary  that 
this  should  be  done  under  sanction  of  law  as 
well  as  in  presence  of  witnesses,  one  John 
Brown,  from  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam, 
at  the  falls  of  Paint,  was  brought  up  to  New¬ 
market.  Whether  he  was  a  preacher  or  a 
’Squire  tradition  does  not  say,  but  it  is  clear 
that  he  was  fully  empowered  to  solemnize  the 
rites  of  matrimony.  So  he  married  John  Emrie 
and  Margaret  Ross.  This  ceremony  took  place 
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at  ’Squire  Ross’  tavern,  adjoining  the  plat  of 
the  present  town  of  Newmarket,  east,  on  the 
Chillicothe  road,  and  they  were  the  first  couple 
married  within  the  present  county  of  High¬ 
land.  To  this  wedding  of  course  all  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  were  invited.  It  took  place  about 
eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  party  par¬ 
took  of  a  substantial  dinner  at  twelve  and  spent 
the  afternoon  in  various  amusements — shoot¬ 
ing  at  a  mark,  running  foot  races,  romping 
with  the  girls,  &c.,  winding  up  with  a  dance 
at  night. 

Oliver  Ross’s  inn  and  justiceship  are 
also  mentioned  in  Williams  Brothers’ 
History  of  Ross  and  Highland  Counties 
(pp.  484-488): 

Esquire  Oliver  Ross  opened  the  second  house 
of  entertainment  in  New  Market  under  a 
special  license  issued  by  Governor  St.  Clair, 
soon  after  Wishart  established  his  house.  He 
had  the  honor  of  entertaining  the  governor 
soon  after  opening  his  house,  to  the  great  dis¬ 
gust  of  landlord  Wishart,  who  thought  he 
deserved  that  honor.  At  one  time  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  passed  through  New  Market,  on  a  jour¬ 
ney  to  Chillicothe,  on  which  occasion  he 
stopped  at  Ross’  tavern.  Ross  was  an  Irishman, 
and  well  supplied  with  the  gift  of  blarney  and 
a  short  time  afterward  received  from  the 
governor  an  appointment  to  the  office  of  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace,  the  first  state  office  held  by 
any  person  living  in  what  afterwards  became 
Highland  County.  This  honor  was  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  squire  and  by  all  New  Market. 
Robert  Huston,  who  came  to  the  place  on  its 
original  survey  had  also  built  a  cabin  on  his 
land  adjoining  the  town,  and  raised  a  small 
crop  of  corn.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  Ross. 

Another  interesting  and  humorous  inci¬ 
dent  of  a  visit  of  Governor  Arthur  St. 
Clair  to  Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St. 
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Clair)  Ross  is  related  in  the  St.  Clair 
chapter  at  page  20 1.  Both  the  governor 
and  the  wife  of  Oliver  Ross  were  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  early  earls  of  Caithness 
in  Scotland,  though  neither  seemed  to 
know  at  their  first  meeting  before  1795  at 
Lewistown,  Pennsylvania,  how  distant 
was  their  cousinship.  They  did  however 
recognize  their  clan  relationship.  The 
original  commission  issued  by  Governor 
St.  Clair  to  Oliver  Ross  is  not  preserved 
by  his  living  descendants,  nor  is  a  copy  of 
it  recorded  at  the  county  seats  of  Chilli- 
cothe  or  Hillsboro.  There  are  scattering 
original  evidences  still  extant  of  his  exer¬ 
cise  of  his  authority  as  justice,  several 
samples  of  which  follow: 

[Marriage  Returns  ( original )  Probate  Courty 
Ross  County ,  Ohio ]  : 

[Endorsed]  To  the  Recorder  of  Ross 
County.  Novr  22nd  1802.  Advertised  the 
Bonds  of  Matramony  between  Conrod  Fester 
and  Marey  Mitzger.  Decr  8th  1802.  Joined 
in  the  Bonds  of  Matramony  Conrod  Fester  & 
Marey  Mizger  by  me. 

To  the  Recorder  of  Ross  County  Mr 
Dickison  Recorder  Ross  County:  March  31st 
1803  Solemnized  the  Bonds  of  Matrimony 
between  Mickel  Stroup  &  Marey  Walker  by 
me  Oliver  Ross 

June  Ist  1803.  Solemnized  the  Bonds  of 
Matrimony  between  Hugh  McGill  &  Sarah 
Eakins  by  me  Oliver  Ross 

To  Mr  Dickison  Recorder  Ross  County 

[' Chillicothe ,  Ross  County ,  Ohio.  Court  of 
Common  Pleas~\  : 

Record  of  Estrays  from  July  3rd  1800  to 
February  28th  1805  [unpaged]  .  .  .  taken 


up  by  George  Metzgar  four  Estrays,  three 
stears  with  a  crop  of  each  ear  and  under  bit 
out  of  each,  also  all  of  a  light  brown  colour, 
two  of  them  valued  at  four  dollars  each  &  the 
other  at  three  dollars.  Also  one  heiffer  a  dark 
brindle  with  a  half  crop  of  each  ear  &  on 
under  bitt,  valued  at  four  Dollars.  Certif’d 
by  Oliver  Ross  Esquire.  Dec  6th  1802 
Taken  up  by  Joseph  Eaken  two  Cows  one 
seven  years  old  red  with  white  spots  valued  at 
six  dollars,  no  brand,  marked  in  the  right  Ear 
a  half  crop  off  the  upper  side;  the  left  Ear 
whole  crop  and  under  bit  with  a  large  lump 
under  her  throat.  The  other  cow  six  years  old 
valued  at  twelve  dollars  the  same  Ear  marks  as 
the  other,  no  brand,  colour  a  dark  brindle 
Sworn  by  me  Robert  Boyce,  Peter  Hog, 
Alexander  Lindsay.  Certified  by  Oliver 
Ross  Esquire.  January  the  16th  1803 

[Chillicothe y  Ross  County ,  Ohio.  Court  of 
Common  Pleas ,  Order  Book  Ay  18 03— 
1 8o6~\ : 

At  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  continued 
and  held  for  the  County  of  Ross  aforesaid  on 
Wednesday  the  27th  day  of  April  1803: 
Oliver  Ross,  Grand  Juror 

[History  of  the  Early  Settlement  of  Highland 
Countyy  Ohio,  XXVI,  122]  : 

It  appears  from  the  following  orders,  made 
at  a  session  of  the  Commissioners  held  on  the 
17th  of  May,  1806,  that  prior  to  that  date  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to 
survey  the  county  and  ascertain  its  Centre,  had 
performed  their  services.  .  .  .  Ordered,  that 
Oliver  Ross  receive  an  order  on  the  Treasury 
for  twenty-two  dollars  for  boarding  the  Sur¬ 
veyors. 

One  of  those  marriages  performed  by 
Oliver  Ross  as  a  justice  of  Ross  County 
(his  commission  expiring  in  1805  when 
the  new  county  of  Highland  was  formed), 
that  of  Michael  Stroup  and  Mary  Walker, 
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on  March  31,  1803,  was  described  by  one 
who  witnessed  it,  St.  Clair  Ross,  son  of 
Oliver,  and  brother-in-law  of  Stroup’s 
partner,  George  Washington  Parkinson. 
It  was  many  years  ago  that  Daniel  Scott 
received  the  description,  which  he  pub¬ 
lished  in  his  History  of  the  Early  Settle¬ 
ment  of  Highland  County.  This  book  is 
now  rare,  since  few  copies  can  be  found, 
we  quote  its  cheerful  account  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  performed  by  Oliver  Ross: 

[Chapter  XXIX,  page  82]  :  The  wedding 
took  place  at  2  o’clock  p.m.  The  party  was 
small  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by 
’Squire  Oliver  Ross.  Ross  was  decidedly  a  char¬ 
acter,  and  the  ceremony  as  administered  offi¬ 
cially  by  him,  is  sufficient  evidence,  not  only 
of  his  bold  peculiarities,  but  of  the  free  and 
easy  manners  of  the  time.  We  give  it  to  the 
reader  just  in  the  language  in  which  it  was 
furnished  to  us  by  an  old  pioneer,  who  vouches 
for  the  correctness  of  it.  It  is  a  graphic  de¬ 
scription,  the  most  so  we  have  ever  seen  of  a 
marriage  ceremony,  and  we  trust  that  will 
furnish  sufficient  apology  for  the  novelties  it 
contains.  Oliver  Ross  (otherwise  called  Gov¬ 
ernor  Ross),  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  held 
his  office  by  appointment  of  the  Territorial 
Governor,  was  the  honored  individual  named 
by  the  parties  to  solemnize  the  marriage  con¬ 
tract.  On  the  day  appointed  the  parties,  with 
their  friends,  appeared  before  his  honor. 

“Well,  (said  the  ’Squire  in  his  peculiar  Irish 
style,)  we  have  met  today  til  join  til  gither  in 
holy  matrimony  Michael  Stroup  and  Polly 
Walker — as  respectable  a  couple  as  iver  the 
Lord  brought  till  gither.  Now,  I  do  hope  that 
not  one  of  you  will  ha  oney  objiction  to  their 
gettin’  married.  I  think  there  will  be  no  ob¬ 
jiction.  Join  your  right  hands.  Well,  Mr. 
Mike,  will  you  take  Miss  Polly,  whom  you 
hold  by  the  right  hand — and  as  good  looking 
and  as  virtuous  a  young  woman  as  iver  the 
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Virgin  Mary  was — to  be  yer  lawfully  wedded 
wife?  Do  you  promise  that  you  will  forsake 
all  others,  (now  by  the  Lord  Mike,  you  must 
quit  running  after  the  other  girls  and  cleave 
to  her  alone,  will  ye  Mike?)”  “Yes — yes, 
(said  the  groom)  oh,  by  G — d,  yes!”  “Well 
Miss  Polly,  will  you  take  Mike,  whom  you 
hold  by  the  right  hand  to  be  your  lawfully 
wedded  husband,  (he  is  worthy,  for  he  is  as 
sprightly  a  young  man  as  iver  wore  a  pair  of 
buckskin  brokins,)  you  promise  to  forsake  all 
others,  (but  what  the  deil’s  the  use  to  make  a 
woman  promise  that,  when  we  know  they 
won’t  keep  their  promise,  but  I  think  you  are 
an  exception,)  you  will  cleave  to  him  til  it 
please  the  Lord  to  separate  you  by  death,  will 
you  Polly?  I  know  you  will — yes — then  I 
pronounce  you  man  and  wife — no  more  two 
but  one.  The  Lord  bless  you.  Now  go  home 
and  raise  your  children  for  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  bless  you,  ha,  ha,  ha;  take  your  seats  now, 
ha, — the  Lord  bless  you.”  This  couple  have 
played  well  their  parts  in  life  and  have  doubt¬ 
less  received  as  much  of  temporal  blessings  as 
could  be  reasonably  asked. 

Although  Oliver  Ross  was  a  man  of 
warm  sympathies  and  jovial  good  nature, 
he  was  not  averse  to  leaving  matters  in 
dispute  to  be  settled  by  the  county  court. 
The  “Issue  Docket  from  June  Term  1799 
to  January  Term  1803”  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Ross  County  reveals 
the  bare  notes  of  the  two  suits  between 
Thomas  Dick  and  Oliver  Ross: 

Issues  to  March  Term  1802.  No.  14.  Dick 
vs  Ross,  Case  Dam.  $100.  Verdt  for  pltf. 
Judgment  etc. 

Issues  to  Afrit  term  1803.  No.  24.  Ross  vs 
Dick.  In  case.  Damage  $200.  Jury  Verdict  for 

Pltff. 

Executions  to  August  Term  1803.  No  34 
Dick  vs  Ross  Al3  Fifa.  $40.03  Levied  upon 
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Property.  Unsold  for  want  of  buyers.  Jer: 
McLene  [Sheriff]. 

Executions  to  Dec  term  1803.  Oliver  Ross 
vs  Thomas  Dick,  fif a  for  costs.  $24.50. 
(“Fifa” — Fieri  Facias — a  writ  issued  after 
the  rendering  of  a  judgment,  authorizing  the 
sheriff  to  obtain  from  the  unsuccessful  litigant 
the  amount  of  the  judgment.) 

The  outcome  of  these  suits  seems  to  be 
that  Dick  conveyed  his  land  to  Ross,  by 
the  following  deed: 

\Chillicothe  y  Ross  County ,  Ohio ,  Registry  of 

Deeds ,  Old  Deed  Book  No.  4,  page  86, 

abstract.  Dick  to  Ross] : 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  third  day 
of  June  in  the  year  of  Our  lord  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  Between  Thomas  Dick  and 
Elisabeth  Dick  of  the  County  of  Ross  and 
territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  River  Ohio  of  the  One  part  and  Oliver 
Ross  of  the  County  of  Ross  and  territory 
aforesaid  of  the  other  part,  WITNESSETH 
that  the  said  Thomas  Dick  and  Elisabeth  his 
wife  for  .  .  .  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  .  .  . 
do  sell  [etc.]  .  .  .  unto  the  said  Oliver  Ross 
...  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and 
being  in  the  county  of  Ross  and  territory 
aforesaid,  being  One  inlott  and  one  out  lott 
in  the  Town  of  New  Market  known  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by  Num¬ 
ber  Five  In  lott  and  Number  Twenty  one  Out 
lott,  being  part  of  a  Survey  granted  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  Henry 
Massie,  and  by  the  said  Henry  Massie  unto  the 
said  Thomas  Dick  bearing  date  the  tenth  day 
of  September  in  the  year  of  our  lord  eighteen 
hundred  .  .  .  TO  HAVE  and  to  hold  [etc.] 

.  .  .  will  warrant  and  defend  [etc.] 

IN  WITNESS  whereof  they  the  said 
Thomas  and  Elisabeth  Dick  have  hereunto  set 
their  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written. 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 


us  Tho.  Dick  Elisbth  Dick.  Proved  before 
Reuben  Abrams  J.  P.  12  June  1803 

It  was  in  that  year,  1803,  that  William 
Campbell,  second  husband  of  Rebecca 
(Blair)  St.  Clair-Campbell  (mother  of 
Oliver  Ross’s  wife  as  related  in  the  St. 
Clair  chapter),  died  at  Newmarket  and 
left  a  will  (given  in  the  St.  Clair  chapter) 
of  which  Oliver  Ross  became  the  execu¬ 
tor.  His  bond,  also  signed  by  his  son,  St. 
Clair  Ross,  and  son-in-law,  John  Emery, 
is  on  file: 

[Chillicothe}  Ross  County ,  Ohio.  Probate 

Courty  Proceeding  C.  Case  No.  1242]  : 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we 
Oliver  Ross  Jno  Emery  &  St  Clair  Ross  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  President  and 
associate  Judges  of  the  court  of  Common 

Pleas  of  Ross  county  in  the  sum  of - to  be 

paid  to  the  said  Judges  or  their  successors,  to 
which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  ourselves,  our  and  each  of  our  heirs 
executors  and  administrators  jointly  and  sev¬ 
erally,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with 
our  seals  and  dated  this  28th  day  of  December 
A.D.  1803. 

THE  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is 
that  if  the  said  Oliver  Ross  Executor  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  Wm  Campbell  de¬ 
ceased,  do  make  a  true  and  perfect  inventory 
of  all  and  singular  the  goods,  chatties  and 
credits  of  the  said  deceased,  which  have  or 
shall  come  to  the  hands,  possession  or  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  said  Oliver  Ross  or  into  the  hands 
possession  of  any  other  person  or  persons  for 
him  and  the  same,  so  made,  do  exhibit  unto  the 
said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  such  times  as 
required  by  law,  and  the  same  goods,  chatties 
and  credits,  do  well  and  truly  administer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  and  make  a  just  and  true  ac¬ 
count  of  his  actings  and  doings  therein,  when 
thereunto  required  by  the  said  Court;  and  fur- 
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ther  do  well  and  truly  pay  and  deliver  all  the 
legacies  contained  and  specified  in  the  said 
will,  as  far  as  the  said  goods,  chatties  and 
credits  will  extend,  according  to  the  value 
thereof,  and  as  the  said  law  shall  charge  you 
then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  or  else  to  re¬ 
main  in  full  force. 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence 
of  the  Court. 

Oliver  Ross  [Seal] 

St.  Clair  Ross  [Seal] 

John  Emery  [Seal] 

Before  the  term  of  executorship  of 
Oliver  Ross  expired,  William  Campbell’s 
widow,  though  aged  between  seventy-five 
and  eighty  years,  married  thirdly,  James 
Mountain,  and  died  within  a  few  months. 
This  left  complications  over  the  personal 
property  of  William  Campbell,  which 
Oliver  Ross  as  executor  had  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  custody  of  his  mother-in- 
law  Rebecca  (Blair)  St.  Clair-Campbell. 
But,  upon  her  death,  her  last  husband, 
Mountain,  removed  these  effects  to  the 
loft  of  the  house  of  a  neighbor  3  where¬ 
upon  Oliver  Ross  proceeded  to  recover 
them  as  is  related  in  the  deposition  of  that 
neighbor,  Elizabeth  Bairn  (Beam).  The 
deposition  is  of  value,  genealogically,  be¬ 
cause  it  proves  that  Oliver  Ross  became 
an  heir  of  William  Campbell  through  the 
latter’s  marriage  to  Oliver’s  mother-in- 
law.  This  deposition  executed  eleven 
months  after  the  creation  of  the  county  of 
Highland,  cites  that  the  seizure  of  the 
effects  of  William  and  Rebecca  (Blair) 
St.  Clair  Campbell-Mountain  occurred  a 
few  weeks  after  the  expiration  of  Oliver 
Ross’s  commission  as  a  justice  of  Ross 
County — the  commission  having  expired 
automatically  with  the  creation  of  High¬ 
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land  County  from  Ross  County  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  1805.  The  deposition  is  of  in¬ 
terest  as  showing  that  Oliver  Ross  real¬ 
ized  that  his  Ross  County  authority  had 
expired  but  relied  upon  his  power  as  ex¬ 
ecutor  to  have  the  constable  seize  goods. 
The  primary  object  of  the  deposition  was 
to  show  in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  Jacob 
Bairn,  in  the  suit  brought  against  him  and 
others  by  Oliver  Ross,  that  the  latter  was 
a  man  who  had  been  known  to  exceed  his 
authority.  This  attempt  failed  as  Oliver 
Ross  won  the  suit.  But  since  part  of  the 
deposition  is  of  genealogical  value,  it  is 
quoted: 

[ Highland  County.  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

Filed  -papers]  : 

Stait  of  Ohio  Highland  County. 

Personally  apeared  before  me  Samuel 
Hindman  one  of  the  Justises  of  the  paice  for 
the  County  aforsaid  in  the  houce  of  Jacob 
Bairn  in  the  town  of  Newmarket  Elisabeth 
Bairn  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law 
Deposeth  and  Sayeth  that  in  the  Spring  of  the 
year  1805  Oliver  Ros  and  Arther  Mcfarling 
Cairn  to  the  hous  of  the  aforesaid  Jacob  and 
Elisabeth  Bairn  and  said  Ros  went  to  the  loft 
of  the  house  of  Said  Bairn  whaire  there  was 
the  goods  that  Jaims  Mountan  had  brought 
there  and  Said  Ros  began  to  remoave  Said 
goods,  and  he  brought  one  table  Down  from 
the  loft  and  said  Jacob  Bairn  asked  said  Ros 
if  he  was  going  to  rob  his  hous,  and  said  that 
he  Should  not  take  them  goods  away,  then 
said  Ros  and  Mcfarling  went  away  and  on  the 
after  part  of  the  Saim  day  the  Cairn  back  and 
brought  William  L.  Skinner,  Constabel,  and 
A  Sarch  warent  with  them  and  Said  Ros  said 
that  he  was  the  Soal  hair  and  Executor  of  the 
whole  estait  of  William  Cambel,  and  he  or¬ 
dered  William  L.  Skinner  Constabel  to  Saise 
thais  goods  that  had  been  brought  there  by 
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Jaims  Mountan,  said  Constabel  Saised  A  num¬ 
ber  of  Articles  and  said  Ros  said  that  he  had 
got  al  the  property  but  one  Chest  and  three 
articels  that  was  in  the  chest,  then  the  Con¬ 
stabel  Saised  the  Chest,  and  as  the  Wair  taking 
it  down  from  the  loft  the  gaive  it  A  girk  and 
broake  upen  the  lock,  and  he  the  said  Ros 
lifted  up  the  lid  of  the  Chest  and  took  out  A 
pocket  book,  the  said  Constabel  Said  that  he 
would  not  suffer  any  such  unlawful  Sarch,  and 
he  Saized  said  Ros  and  Struck  it  out  of  his 
hand,  and  it  fel  into  the  Chest  again.  The  said 
Ros  wanted  to  have  the  Chest  tyed  up  as  it  was 
and  taken  away  but  the  would  not  let  him  have 
it  so,  then  said  Ros  said  that  al  he  wanted  was 
the  bair  body  of  the  Chest,  and  the  Cloths  was 
taken  out  and  he  got  the  Chest,  [etc.]  .  .  . 

These  to  be  wred  of  as  evidens  in  two  Suits 
now  depending  in  the  coart  of  common  pleas 
of  this  County,  the  one  Ros  against  Barere, 
the  other  Ros  and  wife  against  Barrer  and 
wife.  Sworn  and  examined  before  me  at  the 
hous  of  Jacob  Baim  this  6th  Day  of  februry 
in  the  year  1806.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
seal  Samuel  Hindman.  [Seal] 

Mountain  brought  suit  against  Oliver 
Ross,  but  lost  the  verdict  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  This  result  seems  to  justify  the 
course  of  Ross: 

[Hillsboro.  Sufreme  Court.  Record  and  Jour¬ 
nal  No.  r,  p.  9] : 

James  Mountain  vs.  Oliver  Ross,  on  appeal 
by  the  defendant  from  the  judgment  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  held  at  New  Market 
July  22,  1807,  Mountain  sued  to  recover 
$200;  the  court  awarded  him  $88.  Oliver 
Ross  appealed  the  case  to  the  supreme  court 
which  on  October  14,  1809,  reached  the  fol¬ 
lowing  judgment:  “The  Plaintiff’s  attorney 
consented  to  a  non-suit  and  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff  for  costs.”  And  “that  the  De¬ 
fendant,  Oliver  Ross,  Recover  of  the  Plain¬ 


tiff,  James  Mountain,  his  costs  by  him  about 
his  suit  in  this  behalf  expended  &c.” 

Although  Oliver  Ross  assisted  at  the 
survey  of  Newmarket  in  1797,  and  was 
one  of  its  three  adult  founders  in  1798, 
he  is  not  of  record  as  purchasing  land  of 
the  patentee  until  nearly  seven  years  after 
the  first  survey,  when  he  became  a  grantee 
as  follows: 

[ Chillicothe,  Ross  County ,  Ohio ,  Registry  of 

Deeds ,  Original  Deed  Book  No.  5,  p.  40, 

abstract.  Henry  Massie  to  Oliver  Ross]  : 

THIS  INDENTURE  Made  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  lord 
eighteen  hundred  and  four  between  Henry 
Massie  of  the  county  of  Ross  and  State  of 
Ohio  of  the  one  part  and  Oliver  Ross  of  the 
County  of  Ross  and  State  of  Aforesaid  of  the 
other  part,  WITNESSETH  that  the  said 
Henry  Massie  for  .  .  .  the  Sum  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  Dollars  current  Money  of 
the  U.  States  ...  do  grant  bargain  sell  .  .  . 
unto  the  said  Oliver  Ross  .  .  .  all  those  tracts 
or  parcels  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the 
county  of  Ross  and  State  of  Ohio  aforesaid 
and  on  the  waters  of  the  East  fork  of  White- 
oak  Creek,  Viz. — thirty  acres  be  the  same  more 
or  less  Adjoining  the  out  lots  of  the  town  of 
Newmarket  on  the  East,  Beginning  at  the 
South  East  corner  of  out  lott  No  27,  Running 
thence  With  the  lines  of  the  out  lots  Nos.  27, 

2 8,  29,  30  and  31  North  nine  degrees  East  to 
the  center  of  the  Main  Street  between  the 
Northeast  Corner  of  No-31  and  South  East 
corner  of  No  32,  thence  South  eighty  one  de¬ 
grees  East  to  a  Stake  in  the  line  of  Erasmus 
Gill’s  survey  No  2892,  thence  with  Said  line 
South  Nine  degrees  West  to  a  Stake,  thence 
North  Eighty  one  degrees  West  to  the  Be¬ 
ginning. 

Also  Inn  Lotts  in  the  Town  of  New  Market 
No  185,  1 95 j  84  and  229.  And  Outlotts  in 
Said  Town  No.  61  and  30  as  by  Reference 
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being  had  to  the  General  Plan  of  said  Town 
will  more  fully  appear,  Which  tracts  or  par¬ 
cels  of  Land  are  a  Part  of  a  tract  of  Land 
Granted  to  the  said  Henry  Massie  by  Patent 
under  the  hand  and  Seal  of  the  President  of 
the  U.  States  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1800  .  .  .  TO  HAVE  AND  TO 
HOLD  [etc.]  .  .  .  will  warrant  and  defend 
[etc.]  ...  IN  WITNESS  Whereof  the  said 
Henry  Massie  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and 
Seal  the  day  and  year  first  Above  Written. 
Henry  Massie  Seal 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 
us  Joseph  Kerr  John  Davidson.  Acknowl¬ 
edged  before  John  Davidson,  J.P.,  of  Ross 
County,  17  March,  1804. 

One  of  the  chief  entertainments  of  the 
people  was  the  proceedings  of  the  county 
court  at  Newmarket.  It  would  seem  that 
it  was  but  a  diversion  for  some  of  the 
men  to  engage  in  litigation,  and  that  a 
man  who  could  not  frame  up  some  kind 
of  a  legal  contest  with  another  was  “no 
fellow  at  all.”  The  cost  of  such  an  action 
was  very  small.  A  trial  certainly  enlivened 
the  dull  hours  of  a  long  day,  and  all  the 
people  of  the  village  crowded  into  and 
around  the  cabin  courthouse  to  enjoy  a 
treat.  Oliver  Ross  was  undoubtedly  zeal¬ 
ous  in  preserving  his  good  reputation,  and 
when  G.  W.  “Barrow”  and  his  wife  and 
Jacob  Beam  one  day  intimated  that  Ross 
had  stolen  a  few  ears  of  corn  six  years  be¬ 
fore,  instead  of  laughing  away  the  allega¬ 
tion  like  the  jovial  Scottish-Irishman  that 
he  was,  Oliver  promptly  brought  suit  for 
damages  and  obtained  a  substantial  judg¬ 
ment.  The  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff 
seems  trivial,  and  the  defendant  found 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  fabled 
French  attorney  who  said  in  court  that  he 
had  no  facts  but  was  filled  with  emotions. 
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So  here  we  come  upon  one  of  the  very 
earliest  records  of  litigation  in  Highland 
County,  an  account  of  a  proceeding  that 
furnished  the  community  with  a  treat 
second  only  to  that  of  a  wedding  cere¬ 
mony  performed  by  the  same  Oliver 
Ross.  As  Highland  County  had  just  been 
formed,  and  as  the  autumn  term  was 
about  to  commence,  Oliver  Ross  certainly 
did  his  part  to  invest  the  proceedings  with 
an  air  of  importance.  He  prepared  an 
elaborate  declaration,  the  first  of  its  kind 
made  or  tried  in  Highland  County.  The 
seriousness  of  its  purport  outweighs  the 
evidence  presented,  but  the  reason  for  this 
may  be  found  in  the  remark  of  the  Rev. 
James  B.  Finley,  a  pioneer  of  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  in  his  Life  in  the  Back- 
woods: 

The  law  of  kindness  governed  our  social 
walks.  But  no  man  was  permitted  to  insult  an¬ 
other  without  resentment;  and  if  an  insult  was 
permitted  to  pass  unrevenged,  the  insulted 
party  lost  his  standing  and  cast  in  society. 

This  was  warrant  enough  for  Oliver  Ross, 
a  man  who  had  lived  for  thirty  years  in 
Ireland,  and  the  defendant  became  a  rival 
innkeeper  at  Newmarket.  The  plaintiff’s 
declaration,  the  Beam  deposition,  the 
Ewing  deposition,  etc.,  are  still  preserved 
as  part  of  the  evidence  submitted  \  the 
substance  of  them  is  now  cited  as  illus¬ 
trating  early  judicial  procedure  in  the  first 
years  of  Ohio,  entirely  apart  from  any 
merits  of  the  case,  and  apart  from  its 
trivial  importance: 

[ Highland-  County.  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

Filed  Papers,  Box  R,  1805 ]: 

[Three  bills  of  complaint,  each  identical  in 
wording,  two  by  Oliver  Ross  against  George 
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W.  Barrow  and  Jacob  Beam,  and  one  by 
Oliver  Ross’s  wife,  Frances  E.  Ross,  against 
Abigal  Barrow,  wife  of  George  W.  Barrow. 
All  three  actions  were  tried  together  as  one.] 
October  term  1805.  Highland  County 
ss.  Oliver  Ross  [and  his  wife  Frances  E.  Ross] 
complains  of  George  W.  Barrow  [Abigail 
Barrow  and  Jacob  Beam]  in  custody  &c  of  a 
plea  of  trespass  on  the  case.  For  that  whereas 
the  said  Oliver  now  is  a  good,  true,  honest  and 
faithful  citizen  of  this  state,  and  as  such  a 
good,  true,  honest  and  faithful  citizen  from 
the  time  of  his  nativity,  hitherto  has  always 
behaved  and  governed  himself  and  has  until 
the  time  of  the  speaking  of  the  several  false, 
feigned,  scandalous,  malicious,  and  opprobrious 
english  words  hereafter  mentioned  been  held 
and  respected  amongst  all  his  neighbours  and 
other  worthy  citizens  of  this  state  to  be  a  man 
of  good  name,  fame,  credit  and  reputation, 
and  has  always  during  his  lifetime  hitherto 
continued  free,  unspotted,  and  until  the  time 
of  the  speaking  the  several  false,  feigned, 
scandalous,  malicious  and  opprobrious  English 
words  hereafter  mentioned,  wholly  unsus¬ 
pected  of  any  from  all  and  all  manner  of 
felonys,  robberys,  theft,  larcenys,  cheating  or 
frauds,  or  of  any  other  such  hurtful  crime: 

By  means  of  which  the  said  premisses  he  the 
said  Oliver  before  the  speaking  and  publishing 
of  the  several  false  scandalous  and  opprobrious 
words  hereafter  mentioned  had  deservedly  ob¬ 
tained  and  procured  to  himself  the  benevolence 
and  good  opinion  of  all  persons  any  ways  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him  and  of  other  good  and 
worthy  citizens  of  this  state,  to  wit,  at  New¬ 
market  in  the  county  of  Highland  aforesaid. 
Yet  the  said  George,  well  knowing  the  prem¬ 
isses,  but  greatly  envying  the  happy  condition 
of  the  said  Oliver,  and  contriving  and  mali¬ 
ciously  intending  not  only  to  hurt,  degrade, 
damnify,  and  injure  him  the  said  Oliver  in  his 
good  name,  fame,  credit  and  reputation,  but 
also  wrongfully  to  subject  him  to  the  pains  and 


penalties  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  state 
made  and  provided  against  felons,  robbers  and 
thieves,  on  the  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four 
at  Newmarket  aforesaid,  in  a  certain  discourse 
which  he  the  said  George  then  and  there  had 
with  the  said  Oliver  in  the  presence  and  hear¬ 
ing  of  divers  good  and  worthy  citizens  of  this 
state  of  and  concerning  the  said  Oliver,  he  the 
said  George  then  and  there  falsely  and  mali¬ 
ciously  said,  rehearsed,  proclaimed  and  loudly 
published  these  false,  feigned,  scandalous,  mali¬ 
cious  and  opprobrious  english  words  following 
to,  of,  and  concerning  the  said  Oliver  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  these  citizens.  That 
is  to  say,  You  (meaning  the  said  Oliver)  are  a 
thief  and  I  (meaning  the  said  George)  can 
prove  it  (meaning  that  he  the  said  George 
could  prove  Oliver  to  be  a  thief).  You  (mean¬ 
ing  the  said  Oliver)  stole  corn  out  of  Bob 
Ewing’s  crib  (meaning  Robert  Ewing’s  corn 
crib  in  Newmarket  aforesaid). 

And  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  same  day  and 
year  aforesaid  at  Newmarket  aforesaid  in  a 
certain  discourse  which  he  the  said  George 
then  and  there  had  with  divers  other  good  and 
worthy  citizens  of  this  state  of  and  concerning 
the  said  Oliver,  he  the  said  George  then  and 
there  falsely  and  maliciously  said,  rehearsed, 
proclaimed  and  loudly  published  these  other 
false,  feigned,  scandalous,  malicious  and  op¬ 
probrious  english  words  following  of  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  said  Oliver  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  those  last  mentioned  citizens;  that 
is  to  say,  He  (meaning  the  said  Oliver)  is  a 
thief,  and  I  (meaning  the  said  George)  can 
prove  it.  He  (meaning  the  said  Oliver)  stole 
corn  out  of  Bob  Ewing’s  crib  (meaning  Rob¬ 
ert  Ewing’s  crib  in  Newmarket).  And  the 
said  George  further  intending  to  injure  the 
said  Oliver  and  to  cause  him  to  be  brought  into 
great  disgrace  and  subject  him  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  by  law  inflicted  on  persons  guilty  of 
robbery,  theft,  and  larceny,  on  the  same  day 
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and  year  aforesaid  at  Newmarket  aforesaid 
falsely,  and  maliciously  and  without  any  just 
reasonable  or  probable  cause  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  divers  other  good  and  worthy 
citizens  of  this  state  reported,  asserted,  pub¬ 
lished  and  declared  of  and  concerning  the  said 
Oliver  that  he  the  said  Oliver  was  a  thief  and 
had  stolen  corn  out  of  Robert  Ewing’s  corn 
crib  in  Newmarket.  By  means  of  the  speaking 
and  publishing  of  which  said  several  false, 
feigned,  scandalous,  malicious  and  opprobrious 
English  words  and  of  the  said  publication  and 
assertion  of  the  slander  aforesaid,  the  said 
Oliver  is  very  much  prejudiced,  hurt  and 
damnified  in  his  good  name,  fame,  credit  and 
reputation,  and  is  fallen  into  public  scandal 
and  disgrace  amongst  all  his  neighbours  and 
other  good  and  worthy  citizens  of  this  state  to 
whom  he  was  known  insomuch  that  divers  of 
those  neighbours  and  citizens  to  whom  the  in- 
nocense  and  integrity  of  the  said  Oliver  in  the 
premisses  was  unknown  have  always  from  the 
time  speaking  and  publishing  of  the  said  words 
and  slander  so  greatly  suspected  the  said  Oliver 
to  have  been  a  thief  that  they,  on  that  account, 
have  always  from  thence  hitherto  wholly  re¬ 
fused  to  have  any  commerce  or  discourse  with 
him;  or  have  any  thing  to  do  with  him  as  be¬ 
fore  they  were  accustomed  to  have  and  other¬ 
wise  would  again  have  had:  and  the  said 
Oliver  is  on  occasion  of  the  premisses  aforesaid 
in  other  respects  greatly  injured.  To  the  dam¬ 
age  of  the  said  Oliver  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  therefore  he  brings  suit  &c 

Filed  Oct.  18,  1805  Pledges  to  prosecute 
J.  Doe  R.  Roe 

James  Scott  atty  pro  Quer. 

(Witnesses  subpoenaed:  Michael  Stroup, 
Polly  Stroup,  Robert  Huston,  Sarah  Huston, 
Joseph  Eakins,  Benjamin  Eakins,  John  Colvin, 
John  Emmery,  and  Frederick  Miller.) 

The  case  for  the  defendant,  Barrow, 
fell  flat  with  the  production  of  a  deposi¬ 


tion  from  the  said  Robert  Ewing  then  of 
Fleming  County,  Kentucky,  in  which  he 
says  that  upon  his  return  to  Newmarket 
on  April,  1800,  from  an  absence,  he 
found  some  corn  missing  in  his  crib, 

and  in  the  same  month  of  April  he  the  de¬ 
ponent  sold  to  Oliver  Ross  part  of  the  said 
corn  by  bushell,  and  in  the  month  of  May  sold 
him  the  remainder  by  lump  and  Farther  this 
deponent  saith  not. 

Jacob  Beam,  who  was  sued  because  he  had 
repeated  what  the  other  defendant,  Bar- 
row,  had  said,  scoured  southern  Ohio  and 
northern  Kentucky  in  an  effort  to  find 
some  person  who  had  known  Oliver  Ross 
at  Manchester,  or  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
who  could  or  would  testify  against  his 
character,  in  addition  to  the  deposition  of 
his  (Beam’s)  wife.  He  summoned  the 
noted  Israel  Donaldson*  (the  last  sur¬ 
vivor  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1 802  that  framed  the  state  constitution  of 
Ohio)  who  lived  at  Manchester  when  the 
Rosses  were  there.  The  crux  of  Mr.  Don¬ 
aldson’s  deposition  was  that  he  knew 
nothing  against  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Ross.  “I  fre¬ 
quently  find,”  he  said,  “my  memory  fail 
me  in  things  of  much  more  importance  to 
me  than  this  present  suit.”  The  case 
ended  with  this  verdict: 

Ross  vs  Barrere  The  Sheriff  returned  a 
Jury  to  Wit,  Adam  Brows,  David  Tunel, 
James  Wilson,  John  Bradley,  Thomas  Robin¬ 
son,  Phillip  Wilkin,  Evan  Shaney,  Agustin 
Richards,  John  Colvin,  And™  Shaffer,  Daniel 
Wire,  Amos  Evans  who  been  tryed  and  sworn 
do  find  a  Verdict  in  these  Words — We  the 

*  A  portrait  of  this  pioneer  appears  at  page  66  of 
A  History  of  Adams  County ,  Ohio ,  Evans  &  Stivers. 
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Jury  find  for  the  Plaintiff  and  assess  the  Dam¬ 
age  to  fifty  Dollars. 

Amicable  relations,  however,  were  re¬ 
established  between  the  Rosses  and  Bar- 
rows  (Barreres),  and  Oliver  Ross  and 
“G.  W.  Barrere”  united  as  chief  peti¬ 
tioners  for  a  license  to  be  granted  by  the 
county  to  the  former’s  son,  St.  Clair 
Ross,  for  a  tavern  on  the  Limestone  Road, 
although  Mr.  Barrere  was  in  the  same 
business.  Another  long  friendship  was 
that  between  Oliver  Ross  and  Joseph 
Kerr,  the  surveyor,  with  whom  Oliver 
surveyed  Newmarket  in  1797  and  1798. 
When  Mr.  Kerr  was  sued  by  one  Collins 
in  an  action  of  debt  or  damages,  and  was 
about  to  be  imprisoned  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  that  time,  Oliver  Ross  and  his 
son-in-law  Robert  Huston  gave  bonds  as 
special  bail  to  procure  the  release  of  Mr. 
Kerr.  [ Court  of  Common  Pleas ,  Book  iy 
1805—1811 ,  p.  2.] 

By  1807  the  total  number  of  voters  in 
Highland  County  had  risen  to  776. 
Among  them  at  Newmarket  were,  of  the 
male  Rosses  above  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
Oliver  Ross  and  his  sons  St.  Clair  and 
James,  and  Oliver’s  brother-in-law  Joseph 
Eakins  and  sons  John  and  James.  Michael 
Stroup  the  hatter  is  named  in  the  list  but 
(singularly)  not  his  partner,  George 
Washington  Parkinson.  Although  High¬ 
land  County  received  hundreds  of  new 
settlers  within  five  years  of  its  formation 
in  1805,  the  increase  at  Newmarket  was 
slow.  They  (the  Rosses)  disposed  of  their 
Newmarket  business  and  property,  and 
leaving  the  tavern  business  entirely  to 
their  rival,  Barrere,  removed  among  the 
founders  of  a  new  settlement  later  called 


Sugartree  Ridge  in  the  southern  part  of 
Newmarket  Township  about  six  miles 
from  Newmarket  center.  Of  this  the  his¬ 
torian  Scott  says  (p.  186): 

No  further  accessions  to  the  Sugartree  Ridge 
neighborhood  took  place  until  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1809,  when  St.  Clair  Ross  settled  im¬ 
mediately  on  and  near  the  ridge.  ...  In 
regular  succession,  during  the  two  or  three  fol¬ 
lowing  years,  the  Sugartree  Ridge  settlement 
was  enlarged  by  the  arrival  of  Oliver  Ross 
and  Robert  Huston,  from  Newmarket. 

So  Oliver  Ross  began  in  18 10  to  sell 
his  real  estate  in  Newmarket.  In  the 
manuscript  book  entitled,  Resident  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  Land ,  in  18 10  in  Ohio,  pre¬ 
served  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Auditor  of  State,  there  ap¬ 
pears  the  original  entry:  “Highland 
County,  Oliver  Ross,  30  acres,  second 
class  land,  tax  30^5  original  owner  Henry 
Massie;  original  entry  No.  3659.”  Oliver 
Ross’s  sales  of  land  at  Newmarket  are  re¬ 
corded  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio: 

[■ Hillsboro ,  Highland  County ,  Ohio  y  Registry 

of  Deeds ,  Deed  Book  G,  p.  304.  Abstract]  : 

Oliver  Ross  and  Frances  E.  Ross,  his  wife, 
sell  to  Joel  Berreman,  October  23,  1810,  for 
$250.00,  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  town 
of  Newmarket,  at  the  south  east  corner  of  lot 
No.  27  and  running  with  out  lots  number  2 7, 
28,  29,  30  and  31,  and  in  the  Middle  of  Main 
Street,  etc.;  also  out  lots  numbers  21,  30  and 
31  in  the  town  of  Newmarket,  part  of  1600 
acres  patented  to  Henry  Massie  4th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1800;  out  lot  21  sold  to  Oliver  Ross  by 
Thomas  Dick,  and  lot  30  sold  to  him  by  Jo¬ 
seph  Thompson,  and  lot  31  by  Henry  Massie: 
containing  30  acres. 

Oliver  Ross  Frances  Ross 

Hen.  Massey  Jonathan  Berryman. 
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[ Deed  Book  A ,  p.  552.  Abstract]  : 

Oliver  Ross  and  Frances  E.  Ross,  his  wife, 
sell  to  Jonathan  Berryman  for  $21.00,  6th 
March,  1 8 1 1 ,  three  “out  lots”  in  the  town  of 
Newmarket,  numbers  61  and  62,  originally 
granted  by  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  Henry  Massie,  4th  February,  1800,  and  by 
him  to  John  Emery. 

Oliver  Ross  Frances  Ross. 

In  presence  of  Ely  Berymand  [Berryman]. 

Two  months  later,  May  6,  1811,  Oli¬ 
ver  Ross  buys  of  his  son-in-law,  John 
Emery  and  his  wife  Margaret  (Ross) 
Emery  (called  Peggy  [Ross]  Emery), 
for  $65,  the  two  lots  in  Newmarket,  No. 
62  and  No.  72,  that  Emery  had  acquired 
of  Henry  Massie.  Three  days  later  Oli¬ 
ver  bought  the  large  tract  of  land  at 
Sugartree  Ridge  whereon  he  lived  until 
his  death  in  1827: 

[Highland  County ,  Ohio ,  Deed  Book  G ,  p. 

330.  Abstract] : 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  this  Ninth  day 
of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven  between  Henry 
Massie  and  Helen  Massie  his  wife  of  the 
County  of  Ross  and  State  of  Ohio  of  the  one 
part  and  Oliver  Ross  of  the  County  of  High¬ 
land  and  State  aforesaid  of  the  other  part, 
Witnesseth  that  the  said  Henry  Massie,  and 
Helen  Massie,  his  wife,  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  current 
money  of  the  United  States  ...  to  the  said 
Oliver  Ross  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  all 
that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  .  .  .  viz.  on  the 
Waters  of  Brush  Creek  to  wit:  Beginning  at 
two  Dogwoods  and  two  Elms,  Northwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  St.  Clear  Ross’s  100  acres  tract  of 
Land,  Running  North  nine  degrees  East,  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  Poles  to  two  small  Elms 
and  a  Dogwood  in  the  South  Line  of  Rachel 
Wilkins’s  100  acres  tract  of  land,  Thence 


South  eighty  one  degrees  East  twenty  two 
Poles  to  a  white  oak  and  a  Hickory,  southeast 
corner  to  the  said  Wilkins,  Thence  with  an¬ 
other  of  her  lines  North  nine  degrees  East 
twelve  poles  to  a  White  Oak  in  the  East  line 
of  said  Wilkins,  Thence  south  eighty  one  de¬ 
grees  East,  one  hundred  and  seventy  eight 
Poles  to  two  black  oaks  and  a  white  oak  in  the 
west  line  of  one  Wheatly’s  land,  Thence  with 
his  line  and  course  thereof  south  six  degrees 
West  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  poles  to 
two  Dogwoods  and  a  Sassafras,  North  corner 
to  the  said  St.  Clear  Ross,  Thence  with  his  line 
North  eighty  one  degrees  West  one  hundred 
and  ninety  eight  poles  to  the  Beginning,  Con¬ 
taining  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Land, 
being  a  tract  of  land  which  was  entered  and 
surveyed  for  Thomas  Christie  and  distin¬ 
guished  on  the  principal  Surveyors  book  by 
number  733  and  granted  by  the  said  United 
States  to  the  sd  Henry  Massie  on  the  nth 
day  of  February  1807.  [etc.] 

Henry  Massie  Helen  Massie 
In  presence  of  Robt.  Massie  John  Ferguson. 

Oliver  Ross  Frances  E.  Ross 

In  presence  of  Lewis  Lewis  Christopher 
Crozier.  Recorded  April  19,  1848. 

Oliver  Ross  added  seventy-five  acres  to 
his  land  on  August  20,  1816,  at  a  cost  of 
$250,  paid  to  his  son,  James  Ross,  who 
had  moved  from  Newmarket  with  Oliver 
to  the  new  settlement  at  Sugartree  Ridge. 
This  land  was  a  part  of  survey  No.  2511 
made  for  Temple  Elliott.  The  deed  is 
signed  by  James  Ross  and  his  wife,  Susan 
(Barnhart)  Ross,  as  grantors,  and  by 
John  Barnhart  and  George  Parkinson  as 
witnesses,  the  latter  signer  having  previ¬ 
ously  married  Oliver’s  daughter,  Re¬ 
becca  Ross.  All  of  these  persons  were  then 
residing  at  the  Ridge.  [ Highland  County 
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Deed  Book  N,  p.  204.]  Oliver  Ross  had 
previously  erected  a  house  upon  his  first 
land  a  few  hundred  yards  northeast  or 
eastward  from  the  house  built  about  1 809 
by  his  son,  St.  Clair  Ross,  on  the  top  of 
the  Ridge  opposite  the  present  post  office 
and  close  to  the  northern  corner  of  the 
present  Marble  Furnace  Road.  The  land 
of  Oliver’s  extended  northeastward  to  the 
present  east-and-west  road  to  Miller’s 
chapel,  and  embraced  at  the  northern  end 
the  fifteen-acre  home  lot,  adjoining  the 
latter  road,  upon  which  his  son-in-law  and 
daughter,  George  Washington  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Ross)  Parkinson,  had  settled  by 
1 8 1 5,  if  not  a  year  or  two  earlier. 

The  Rosses  were  instrumental,  with  the 
few  neighbors,  in  securing  the  political 
separation  of  the  settlement  at  the  Ridge 
from  the  township  of  Newmarket.  The 
new  township,  happily  named  Concord, 
was  thus  created  from  Newmarket  Town¬ 
ship  on  March  4,  1811.  The  historian 
Scott  tells  us  (p.  186)  that  the  first  elec¬ 
tion  was  held  in  Robert  Huston’s  house, 
Oliver  Ross  being  then  chosen  the  first 
clerk  of  the  township.  Isaiah  Ross  and 
John  Ross  were  commissioned  as  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  in  the  first  list  of  voters 
( 1 8 1 1 )  these  men  are  named  with  Oliver 
Ross  and  others  of  his  sons  and  his  sons- 
in-law,  excepting  George  Washington 
Parkinson,  who  did  not  remove  from 
Newmarket  to  the  Ridge  settlement  until 
after  1812.  Oliver  Ross,  the  patriarch  of 
the  new  settlement,  with  his  children  and 
grandchildren  gathered  about  him,  did 
not  resume  tavern  keeping  at  the  new  set¬ 
tlement,  but  devoted  himself  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  his  estate  in  the  interest  of 


his  heirs.  Being  also  a  man  of  education, 
obtained  in  the  college  at  Londonderry, 
Ireland,  he  naturally  was  equipped  to  im¬ 
part  learning  to  the  young,  as  well  as  to 
attend  to  the  duties  of  town  clerk.  His 
books  of  township  records  have  disap¬ 
peared.  At  page  476  of  The  History  of 
Ross  and  Highland  Counties  (Williams 
Brothers)  it  is  stated  that 

the  first  school  taught  within  the  limits  of  Con¬ 
cord  township  was  situated  some  seventy  rods 
southeast  of  Sugar  Tree  Ridge  in  1809.  The 
cabin  used  for  that  purpose  was  built  of  logs, 
with  a  fireplace  at  one  end.  Light  was  fur¬ 
nished  by  sawing  out  a  log  on  each  side  and 
pasting  over  the  aperture  with  greased  paper. 
Puncheons  made  by  splitting  logs  were  used 
for  seats.  The  first  teacher  was  Samuel  Hale, 
afterwards  Oliver  Ross.  The  school  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  St.  Clair  Ross  and  others,  all  of 
whom  sent  children  to  this  cabin  school.  The 
next  was  built  in  1822. 

When  the  first  school  was  built  the  sec¬ 
ond  teacher  had  not  arrived  from  New¬ 
market.  How  many  years  he  continued  as 
schoolmaster,  or  as  clerk  of  the  township, 
after  his  arrival  at  the  Ridge  in  1811  is 
unknown.  He  had  had  no  other  public 
duties  for  years,  and  perhaps  he  continued 
to  teach  until  1822,  five  years  before  he 
died.  The  position  of  the  first  school, 
“seventy  rods  southeast  of  Sugar  Tree 
Ridge,”  would  place  the  school  at  the  rear 
(eastward)  of  the  land  of  St.  Clair  Ross, 
and  apparently  upon  the  land  that  Oliver 
Ross  purchased  in  1810.  St.  Clair’s  house 
and  tavern  stood  beside  the  north-and- 
south  road  on  the  top  of  the  Ridge.  A  tra¬ 
dition  reported  by  Miss  Ross  Hickman  of 
Ripley,  Ohio,  avers  that  Oliver’s  house 
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was  some  distance  behind  St.  Clair’s  and 
reached  by  a  road.  This  tradition  would 
place  his  house  down  the  northeasterly 
slope  of  the  Ridge  and  not  far  north  from 
the  log  schoolhouse  that  stood  on  Marble 
Furnace  Road  seventy  rods  from  the 
Ridge.  Of  the  houses  of  his  sons  and  sons- 
in-law,  the  locations  of  only  the  houses  of 
St.  Clair  Ross  and  of  George  Washington 
and  Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson  are  defi¬ 
nitely  fixed. 

At  the  time  of  the  birth  of  Oliver  Ross 
in  Tyrone,  in  1753,  Presbyterian  congre¬ 
gations  were  permitted  in  that  part  of  Ire¬ 
land.  The  official  class  in  Ireland  and  the 
gentry  of  the  north  usually  adhered  to 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Ire¬ 
land.  The  St.  Clairs  were  of  this  church  in 
Newtown  Stewart,  Ireland.  While  it  is 
quite  likely  that  the  Rosses  who  first  came 
from  Scotland  to  Tyrone,  Ireland,  near 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  were 
identified  with  the  Church  of  Ireland, 
some  attendance  at  which  was  then  more 
or  less  compulsory,  it  is  equally  probable 
that  Oliver  Ross,  the  emigrant  of  1783, 
had  attended  the  Presbyterian  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Newtown  Stewart  or  Strabane  in 
Tyrone  before  he  embarked  at  the  adja¬ 
cent  port  of  Londonderry  for  America. 
His  Presbyterianism  met  with  no  rivalry 
in  Pennsylvania.  But  at  Newmarket  and 
Sugartree  Ridge,  Ohio,  the  itinerant 
Methodist  preachers  made  a  lasting  im¬ 
pression,  and  the  people  nearly  all  be¬ 
came  Methodists  forthwith.  During  Oli¬ 
ver  Ross’s  sixteen  years  residence  at  the 
Ridge,  Methodism  was  predominant. 
Williams  Brothers’  history  (p.  477) 
states: 


The  Methodist  Church  at  Sugar  Tree  Ridge 
was  organized  soon  after  18 1 1.  Meetings  were 
held  in  the  houses.  The  early  members  were 
Oliver  Ross  and  wife,  St.  Clair  Ross  and  wife, 
Mrs.  Mary  Huston  [Mary  Catherine  Ross, 
eldest  daughter  of  Oliver  Ross,  and  wife  to 
Robert  Huston]. 

The  Vandergrift  MS  is  the  authority  for 
the  statement  that  the  first  Methodist 
camp  meeting  ever  held  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  was  held  on  the  Ross  farm 
at  Sugartree  Ridge  by  the  Rev.  John  Col¬ 
lins  and  the  Rev.  George  Light.  This  fact 
was  told  to  Mrs.  Vandergrift  by  her 
father,  St.  Clair  Ross,  who  resided  at  the 
Ridge  at  the  time  of  the  meeting.  The 
date  of  this  camp  meeting  is  not  given.  It 
must  have  been  between  1812  and  1825, 
before  the  Rev.  John  Collins  ceased  active 
work  for  the  church.  He  was  the  intimate 
friend  of  our  ancestor,  Rev.  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain,  and  one  year  older.  John  Collins 
was  born  in  1769  in  Great  Egg  Harbor 
Township,  New  Jersey,  and  came  to  Cler¬ 
mont  County,  Ohio,  about  1804.  The 
Rev.  Peter  McClain,  of  the  same  town¬ 
ship  in  New  Jersey,  followed  the  Rev. 
John  Collins  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
in  1806.  Both  Jerseymen  were  pioneer 
Methodist  preachers  in  southern  Ohio.  It 
needs  no  great  effort  of  the  imagination  to 
believe  that,  if  the  Rev.  John  Collins  was 
at  the  Methodist  camp  meeting  on  the 
Ross  farm,  his  colleague,  the  Rev.  Peter 
McClain,  and  the  latter’s  two  sons,  the 
Rev.  Andrew  S.  McClain  and  the  Rev. 
John  McClain  (grandfather  of  Edward 
Lee  McClain),  were  also  present  upon  so 
important  an  occasion  for  the  Methodists. 

On  May  22,  1821,  Oliver  and  Frances 
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Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  sold  to  the  said 
Robert  Huston  fifty  acres  of  land. 
[Highland  County  Deeds ,  A— 544.]  Five 
years  previously,  on  December  28,  1816, 
the  same  grantors  had  sold  seventy-five 
acres  to  James  McClintick.  [ Deed  Book , 
iV-417.]  And  on  December  10,  1826,  the 
same  grantors  sold  to  Isaiah  Ross* 
twenty-five  acres.  [Deed  Book,  R-695.] 
Oliver  Ross  regained  forty  acres  by  buy¬ 
ing  that  amount  of  his  son  St.  Clair  Ross, 
December  1,  1825,  for  $200;  the  deed, 
in  Book  S,  page  262,  describes  this  land 
as  being  on  the  waters  of  Brush  Creek, 
originally  granted  by  the  United  States  to 
Henry  Massie,  who  sold  it  to  St.  Clair 
Ross.  The  deed  was  signed  by  “St.  Clear 
Ross”  and  Frances  Ross,  as  grantors,  and 

*  Isaiah  Ross  is  not  found  among  the  children  of 
Oliver  Ross;  probably  this  man  was  not  a  son; 
nephew  or  cousin  is  a  more  probable  relationship. 


by  Lewis  Lewis  and  Wesley  Ross,  as  wit¬ 
nesses.  This  tract  adjoined  on  its  northern 
end  the  fifteen-acre  home  lot  that  Oliver 
Ross  had  deeded  three  and  a  half  months 
earlier  to  his  daughter,  Rebecca  (Ross) 
Parkinson. 

Sugartree  Ridge  became  quite  a  Ross 
community,  and  Oliver  Ross,  with  thirty 
of  his  children  and  grandchildren,  resided 
about  the  Ridge  when  the  United  States 
Assistant  Marshall  called  at  the  six  sepa¬ 
rate  Ross  houses  to  gather  information 
for  the  national  census  of  1820.  (The 
census  records  of  Ohio  for  1810  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  during  the  War  of  1812.) 
The  return  reveals  Oliver  and  Frances 
Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  as  residing  alone 
together  in  their  own  house.  In  their  cases 
the  age,  “over  45  years,”  meant  aged  over 
seventy  years. 


[Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington,  D.C .]: 

Highland  County,  Ohio;  returned  29th  of  December,  1820;  filed  March  22,  1821. 
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A  glimpse  of  the  names  of  some  of  the 
personal  friends  of  the  Rosses  is  given  by 
their  signatures  to  the  following  petition: 


\Hillsboro ,  Highland  County ,  Ohio y  Court  of 

Common  Pleas  y  Filed  Papers ,  Box  R} 

1819 ]: 

St.  Clear  Ross.  Petition  We  the  undersigned 
freeholders  of  Highland  County  Certify  that 
a  tavern  is  much  needed  on  the  Lym  stone 
Road  in  Concord  Township  &  recommend  St. 
Clair  Ross  as  a  suitable  person  to  keep  such 
Tavern,  &  that  a  tavern  at  his  house  would  be 
a  public  utility. 


Oliver  Ross 
Samuel  Hindman 
John  Davidson 
Isiah  Roberts 
George  Parkinson 
James  Ratroff 
William  Rea 
John  Gossett 


Elijah  Walker 
Thomas  Whitley 
G.  W.  Barrere 
Godfrey  Wilkins 
Henry  Miller 
[A  German  name 
illegible] 

Jas.  forcythe 


Almost  the  last  recorded  act  of  Oliver 
Ross  was  his  deed  of  August  15,  1826,  of 
a  part  of  his  land  to  his  daughter,  Rebecca 
(Ross)  Parkinson.  His  granddaughter, 
Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Glaze-Vandergrift, 
states  in  her  manuscript  that  “Oliver  and 
Frances  E.  Ross  lived  to  be  old  and  full 
of  years.  They  died  close  together.”  Both 
were  taken  to  Newmarket  for  burial  in 
the  cemetery  near  to  the  marked  graves 
of  the  Eakins  family,  according  to  the 
statement  of  their  granddaughter,  Addie 
Eliza  (Ross)  Glaze-Vandergrift,  made  to 
her  granddaughter,  Miss  St.  Clair  Ross 
Hickman  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  who  gives  evi¬ 
dence  as  follows: 


State  of  Ohio  County  of  Brown  ss 
Personally  appeared  Miss  St.  Clair  Ross 


Hickman  of  Ripley ,  Ohio ,  who  deposes ,  to 
wit: 

I,  St.  Clair  Ross  Hickman,  born  at  Ripley, 
Ohio,  October  7,  1873,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Rebecca  St.  Clair  (Glaze)  Hickman, 
granddaughter  of  John  A.  and  Addie  Eliza 
(Ross)  Glaze,  am  the  great-granddaughter  of 
St.  Clair  and  Rebecca  (Eakins)  Ross  erstwhile 
of  New  Market,  Highland  County,  Ohio;  and 
I  am  the  great-great-granddaughter  of  Oliver 
and  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  who 
came  from  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  founded  the 
town  of  Newmarket.  It  is  my  belief  that  my 
said  great-great-grandparents,  Oliver  and 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  are  buried 
in  the  Presbyterian  cemetery  at  said  Newmar¬ 
ket,  and  near  to  the  marked  graves  therein  of 
their  little  grandsons,  namely,  Joseph  Eakins 
Ross  and  St.  Clair  Eakins  Ross,  both  sons  of 
St.  Clair  and  Rebecca  (Eakins)  Ross  my  said 
great-grandparents.  When  a  little  girl  I 
visited  that  cemetery  with  my  mother,  and  my 
grandmother  Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Glaze  and 
a  brother  of  the  latter.  My  recollection  is  that 
my  grandmother  then  said  to  me  that  both  her 
paternal  and  maternal  grandparents,  Oliver 
and  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  and 
Joseph  and  Rebecca  (St.  Clair)  Eakins,  were 
buried  there  in  that  Presbyterian  cemetery  at 
Newmarket,  and  buried  near  by  the  graves 
therein  of  their  said  two  little  grandsons,  Jo¬ 
seph  Eakins  Ross  and  St.  Clair  Eakins  Ross, 
the  brothers  of  my  grandmother.  The  amount 
of  space  on  both  sides  of  the  graves  of  these 
two  boys  further  leads  me  to  think  that  their 
paternal  and  maternal  grandparents,  the  said 
Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross 
and  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (St.  Clair)  Eakins, 
must  rest  there.  I  cannot  recall  seeing  any 
headstones  except  the  double  one  still  standing 
at  the  graves  of  those  two  little  boys,  who  were 
brothers. 

Grandmother  said,  what  I  do  not  find  in  her 
manuscript,  i.e.,  that  her  paternal  grandmother 
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Ross  (Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  wife 
of  Oliver  Ross),  died  some  years  after  my  said 
grandmother’s  maternal  grandmother  (Re¬ 
becca  St.  Clair,  wife  of  Joseph  Eakins),  who, 
as  aforesaid,  died  at  my  grandmother  Glaze- 
Vandergrift’s  parents’  house,  that  is,  the  home 
of  St.  Clair  Ross,  Mrs.  Glaze-Vandergrift’s 
father.  Grandmother  Glaze-Vandergrift  also 
told  me  that  she  had  obtained  her  knowledge 
of  the  family  history  from  her  parents,  and 
she  had  had  conversations  with  her  grand¬ 
mother,  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross, 
whom  she  always  well  remembered,  although 
quite  young.  Grandmother  always  said  that  she 
herself  took  more  interest  in  the  family  his¬ 
tory  than  did  her  brothers  and  sisters,  and  was 
the  only  one  who  wrote  it  all  down. 

My  grandmother,  Addie  Eliza  (Ross) 
Glaze  (afterwards  Vandergrift),  also  pointed 
out  to  me  the  spot  at  Newmarket,  Ohio,  where 
her  father,  St.  Clair  Ross,  cut  down  the  first 
tree  in  1798.  The  spot  was  across  the  road 
from  the  old  home  of  Samuel  Murphy  at 
Newmarket,  where  Nan  M.  Murphy  then  re¬ 
sided,  and  where  I  saw  Rebecca  St.  Clair 
(Eakins)  Murphy,  wife  to  Samuel  Murphy. 
The  Murphy  home  is  a  big  brick  house  just 
outside  southward  of  Newmarket  center,  on 
the  right  side  of  the  road  going  northward  to 
Hillsboro.  The  tree  was  near  the  spring. 

My  said  grandmother  also  pointed  out  to  me 
the  corner  at  Newmarket  on  which  stood 
Oliver  Ross’s  tavern.  Grandmother  did  the 
same  to  my  mother  who  had  also  been  shown 
these  spots  by  her  own  grandfather  St.  Clair 
Ross.  The  log-house  tavern  of  Oliver  Ross 
stood  on  what  used  to  be  called  the  “four  cor¬ 
ners”  in  Newmarket,  that  is,  where  the  two 
streets  of  the  town  cross.  The  house  was  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road  as  you 
go  toward  Hillsboro  and  on  the  lower  corner, 
as  I  remember  my  grandmother’s  description 
of  it. 

In  later  years,  Oliver  Ross  and  wife  lived 


at  Sugartree  Ridge,  and  their  home  and  farm 
were  just  back  of  their  son,  St.  Clair’s.  St. 
Clair’s  house  has  been  torn  down  within  the 
last  few  years,  but  I  have  been  in  it,  and  it 
stood  right  near  the  road.  It,  too,  was  on  the 
right  side  looking  northward.  A  road  just  be¬ 
low  it  led  back  of  his  farm  and  I  suppose  was 
the  road  to  his  father’s  house.  After  St.  Clair 
Ross  sold  his  home  and  moved  to  Ripley,  the 
house  at  Sugartree  Ridge  was,  for  many  years, 
owned  by  a  family  named  Hetherington,  and,  I 
am  told,  has  since  belonged  to  a  James  Long. 
Rebecca  (Blair)  St.  Clair-Campbell-Moun- 
tain,  was  the  mother  of  Frances  Eleanor  (St. 
Clair)  Ross  and  Rebecca  (St.  Clair)  Eakins, 
and  was  far  advanced  in  life  when  she  married 
the  last  time. 

[Signed]  St.  Clair  Ross  Hickman 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  6  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1924,  before  me, 

Edward  L.  Campbell  Notary  Public. 

Both  Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St. 
Clair)  Ross  died  intestate.  No  inventory 
of  their  real  estate  was  taken  and  no  ap¬ 
praisal  made  of  it.  He  died  March  17, 
1827,  and  she  December  22,  1829. 

\Hillsboro,  Highland  County ,  Ohio }  Probate 

Court.  File  No.  518  in  Box  No.  552]  : 
Estate  of  Oliver  Ross.  Letters  of  Administra¬ 
tion  on  the  estate  of  Oliver  Ross,  intestate, 
granted  to  Josiah  Ross,  August  1,  1827,  ap¬ 
praisal  of  Deceased’s  estate  to  be  made  by 
Henry  Miller,  Isaac  Wilkins,  and  J.  William 
Miller.  Bond  in  $400.00  given  by  Josiah  Ross, 
August  I,  1827. 

“A  true  and  correct  Inventory  of  the  goods 
and  Chatties  of  Oliver  Ross  late  of  Concord 
Township,  Hiland  County  deceased  presented 
to  us  the  undersigned  Appraisers  of  said  Estate 
by  Josiah  Ross  Administrator  of  said  Estate 
this  29th  day  of  Sept.  1827.” 

This  inventory  consists  of  the  usual  house- 
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hold  property.  Among  the  papers  is  a  note 
dated  September  21,  1819,  signed  by  Oliver 
Ross  and  his  son  St.  Clair  Ross:  “We  or  Eyther 
of  us  promise  to  pay  to  William  Armstrong 
his  heirs  or  assignes  the  Just  &  full  Sum  of 
fifty  dollars  for  value  Rec’d  Payable  say  forty 
dollars  in  United  States  Bank  notes  &  ten  in 
other  Current  Paper,  as  Witness  our  hands  & 
Seals  at  West  Union  this  21st  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1819.  Payable  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

Oliver  Ross  St.  Clair  Ross 

Pteste  James  Ross  near  Sugar  Tree  Ridge 

Road  from  Liverton 
to  Hillsborough.” 

“Dazzled,”  wrote  his  granddaughter, 
Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift,  by  the 
prospects  of  life  in  America,  as  a  young 
married  man,  Oliver  Ross  enthusiastically 
left  Newtown  Stewart  in  Tyrone,  Ire¬ 
land,  to  realize  his  dream.  A  more  accu¬ 
rate  word  scarcely  could  be  chosen  to  re¬ 
veal  the  cause  of  his  emigration.  Did  he 
realize  his  expectations?  A  study  of  the 
conditions  in  both  countries,  1783  to 
1800,  gives  the  impression  that  he  gained 
little  by  the  removal  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  But  his  descendants  have  reaped 
many  a  harvest  of  prosperity  that  they 
might  not  have  gained  in  Ireland.  The 
rivers  Juniata  and  Ohio  were  no  more  in¬ 
teresting  or  profitable  to  Oliver  Ross  than 
the  rivers  Mourne  and  Shrule  of  his  na¬ 
tive  Tyrone. 

If  Oliver  Ross  was  dazzled  after  set¬ 
tling  in  America,  it  was  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else  by  the  vastness  of  the  country, 
by  the  primitive  condition  away  from  the 
older  towns,  by  the  extent  of  the  tasks 
that  confronted  the  men  who  went  to  the 
frontiers,  and,  later,  by  the  length  of 
time  necessary  for  the  new  land  to  reach 
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a  state  of  improvement  and  prosperity 
equal  to  that  of  the  Ireland  he  had  left. 
He  did  gain  an  enjoyable  feeling  of  per¬ 
sonal  freedom  and  independence;  and  he 
did  live  to  see  the  country  of  his  adoption 
one  of  the  important  nations  of  the  world. 
But  his  own  life  in  America  was  largely 
passed,  as  it  ended,  in  a  byway  set  apart 
from  the  main  avenues  of  trade  and  traf¬ 
fic.  But,  when  he  settled  in  Ohio,  no  man 
could  say  what  towns  would  greatly  grow 
and  what  settlements  would  not,  nor 
which  would  be  the  main  avenues  of  trade 
and  travel.  And  so  that  region  of  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge  still  remains, — sweetly  whole¬ 
some  and  beautiful  as  a  pastoral  retreat, 
though  a  small  place. 

A  complete  list  of  the  descendants,  to 
date,  of  Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St. 
Clair)  Ross,  has  never  been  compiled.  It 
is  now  a  task  that  would  require  more 
time  than  we  can  devote  to  it,  and  in¬ 
volves  uncertainty  of  complete  success. 
We  are  enabled,  however,  by  virtue  of 
the  foresight  of  Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Van¬ 
dergrift,  to  present  a  list  of  the  children 
and  of  such  of  the  grandchildren  of  the 
immigrants  as  were  known  to  her.  To  this 
we  have  added  some  records  from  the 
courthouse  of  Highland  County,  Ohio. 
From  L.  W.  Ross,  Esquire,  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  has  been  received  a  photographic 
copy  of  the  records  in  the  Bible  of  Josiah 
Crawford  Ross,  youngest  son  of  Oliver 
Ross.  This  Ross  Family  Bible ,  owned  by 
Mrs.  Lura  H.  Rothmann,  6148  Wood- 
lawn  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois,  bears  on 
its  front  flyleaf  the  inscription:  “Josiah 
C.  Ross  Bible,  Aug.  13th,  1832”— hence 
was  first  owned  by  Josiah  C.  Ross,  son  of 
the  immigrant  Oliver  Ross.  It  gives  the 
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dates  of  birth  of  Oliver  and  Frances 
Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  the  dates  of 
birth  of  their  children,  the  dates  of  death 
of  Oliver  Ross  and  his  wife  and  of  St. 
Clair  Ross.  It  is  a  very  valuable  docu¬ 
ment. 

(1-2)  James  St.  Clair  Ross  and  John 
Cameron  Ross,  twins,  born  in  Ireland,  about 
1776,  died  .there  before  their  parents  came  to 
America  in  1783. 

(3)  Margaret  Crawford  Ross,  born  in 
Ireland,  August  11,  1779,  married  in  Ohio, 
John  Emery,  and  had  issue,  Ambrose,  James, 
Ellen,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Mary  (Ann),  Jonas 
Ross  Emery,  who  became  member  of  Congress 
for  the  district  embracing  Ripley,  Ohio.  Mar¬ 
garet  and  her  husband  are  buried  at  New¬ 
market,  Ohio. 

(4)  Mary  Catherine  Ross,  born  in  Ire¬ 
land,  in  November  1780,  married  in  Ohio, 
Robert  Huston,  and  dying  childless,  was  buried 
at  Newmarket,  Ohio,  as  was  also  her  husband. 

(5)  St.  Clair  Ross,  born  at  Newtown 
Stewart,  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  October,  1782, 
whose  descendants  are  given  hereinafter. 

(6)  James  St.  Clair  Ross,  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  August  15,  1784,  married  in  Ohio, 
Susan  Barnhart,  had  issue,  Rev.  St.  Clair  Ross, 
Mary  Catherine  Ross,  Frances  Eleanor  Ross, 
Oliver  Barnhart  Ross,  Daniel  Hare  Ross, 
Greenberry  Jones  Ross,  Elizabeth  Bloom 
Ross,  and  Rev.  Josiah  Ross.  The  parents  of 
these  children  were  buried  at  Kietsville,  Mis¬ 
souri. 

(7)  Rebecca  Ross,  born  at  Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania,  August  24,  1786,  married  at 
Newmarket,  Ohio,  1803,  George  Washington 
Parkinson. 

(8)  Agnes  Nancy  Ross,  born  at  Lewis- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  in  August,  1788,  married 
in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  her  first  cousin 
John  Eakins.  Both  are  buried  at  Newmarket, 
Ohio.  Of  their  ten  children  but  four  grew  up 


and  married,  viz.,  “Rebecca  St.  Clair  Eakins 
&  Samuel  Murphy  October  16,  1828”  [Book 
2 ,  p.  289,  Highland  County  Marriages\ ; 
Mary  Catherine  Eakins  married  Samuel  Duck- 
wall  ;  Eliza  Eakins  married  William  Nevin; 
Frances  Eleanor  Eakins  married,  viz.,  “Fran¬ 
ces  E.  Eakins  &  Robert  Nevin  September 
1848”  [Book  5,  p.  316,  Highland  County 
Marriages ].  Samuel  and  Rebecca  St.  Clair 
(Eakins)  Murphy  of  Newmarket,  Ohio,  had 
issue  Nan  M.  Murphy  and  other  children. 

(9)  Sarah  Ross,  born  at  Lewistown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  August,  1790,  married  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge,  Ohio,  as  on  page  42,  book  1,  of 
Highland  County  marriages — “Sally  Ross  & 
Daniel  Hare,  January  1,  1810.”  He  was  a 
Methodist  minister,  and  their  son,  Rev. 
Michael  Huston  Hare,  married  their  niece, 
Mahala  Parkinson,  and  became  Presiding 
Elder  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Iowa. 
Their  other  children  were:  Philip  Emery,  Jo¬ 
siah  Ross,  John  Milton,  Frances  Eleanor, 
Oliver  Perry,  Sarah  Ann,  Milton,  Mary 
Catherine,  and  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Ross)  Hare  are  buried  at  Fin- 
castle,  Ohio. 

(10)  John  Crawford  Ross,  born  at 
Lewistown,  Pennsylvania,  January  15,  1792, 
married  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  as  per  the  rec¬ 
ord  thereof  in  the  probate  court  at  Chillicothe, 
viz.,  “John  Ross  &  Rachel  Trigger,  29  Janu¬ 
ary,  1807.”  The  Vandergrift  MS.  calls  her 
Rachel  “Janett”  and  credits  them  with  one 
child,  Elizabeth.  John  and  Rachel  are  buried 
at  Redwood,  Illinois. 

(11)  Josiah  Crawford  Ross,  born  at 
Lewistown,  Pennsylvania,  in  November,  1794, 
married  in  Ohio:  (1)  Elizabeth  Parker  who 
died  leaving  issue  Oliver  Parker  Ross  and 
Elizabeth  Ross;  he  married  (2)  viz.,  “Josiah 
Ross  &  Nancy  Morris,  March  27,  1823” 
[Book  1,  p.  65,  Highland  County  Marriage 
Records ],  but  Josiah’s  niece,  Addie  Eliza 
(Ross)  Vandergrift,  has  “Morrow”  instead  of 
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Morris  in  her  manuscript.  Josiah  and  Nancy 
are  buried  at  Pontiac,  Illinois.  He  died  April 
21,  1870,  and  she  October  1,  1864,  aged  72. 
She  left  one  child,  Sally  Smith  Ross;  after 
which  Josiah  Ross  married,  thirdly,  Anne 
Hannahs,  and  had  issue,  Mary  Catherine, 
Frances  Eleanor,  Matilda  Jane,  Richard  Cro- 
zier. 

Mary  Catherine  Ross,  eldest  child  of 
Josiah  Crawford  Ross  by  his  third  wife,  Anne 
Hannah  (or  Hannahs),  was  born  January  25, 
1829,  at  Sugartree  Ridge,  Highland  County, 
Ohio;  married  James  Tilghman  Housworth, 
of  Pontiac,  Illinois,  November  11,  1866,  at 
Pontiac.  She  died  August  4,  1911.  James 
Tilghman  Housworth,  son  of  Valentine  and 
Lydia  (Cain)  Housworth,  was  born  July  4, 
1834,  at  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  died 
March  4,  1920.  Both  were  buried  at  Pontiac. 
They  had  issue: 

(1)  Lura  Ross  Housworth,  born  September  20, 
1867,  at  Pontiac. 

(2)  Lizzie  Ross  Housworth,  born  September 
30,  1870,  at  Pontiac,  who  married  Franz 
Bernhart  Logier,  October  17,  1894,  at 
Pontiac.  She  died  at  Pontiac  February  6, 
1901,  leaving  one  child,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Logier,  born  at  Pontiac  February  1,  1899, 
who,  after  being  reared  by  her  aunt,  Lura 
Ross  (Housworth)  Rothmann,  married  at 
Chicago,  Illinois,  June  29,  1925,  Huber 
Gravatt  Pritchard,  and  has  a  daughter 
Elizabeth  Ann  Pritchard,  born  at  Chicago, 
April  5,  1926. 

Lura  Ross  Housworth  married  William 
Rothmann,  December  17,  1890,  at  Pontiac, 
born  October  1 8,  1 866,  in  Calumet  County, 
Wisconsin.  Their  only  child,  Katherine  Eliza¬ 
beth  Rothmann,  born  at  Iron  Mountain, 
Michigan,  April  29,  1892,  married  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  June  17,  1915,  Harold  Tower  Baker 
(born  at  Joliet,  Illinois,  June  26,  1890);  they 
have  three  children:  John  Tower  Baker,  born 
at  Millinocket,  Maine,  June  9,  1917;  William 
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Edmund  Baker,  born  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1919;  Nancy  Ross  Baker,  born  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  May  14,  1923.  (These  data  of 
some  descendants  of  Mary  Catherine  Ross  were 
supplied  by  Mrs.  Lura  Ross  (Housworth) 
Rothmann.) 

“St.  Clair  Ross,”  says  the  manuscript 
by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Vandergrift,  eldest 
living  son  of  Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor 
(St.  Clair)  Ross,  “was  born  in  Newton 
Stewart,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  August 
20,  1782.  Rebecca  S[t.  Clair]  Eakins,  his 
wife,  was  born  in  Newton  Stewart, 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland  October  23, 
1792.”  Their  marriage  is  recorded  on 
page  5  of  book  No.  1  of  the  marriage 
records  of  Highland  County — “St.  Clair 
Ross  and  Rebeccah  Eacans,  March  20, 
1806,”  though  the  date  in  the  Vander¬ 
grift  manuscript  is  March  17,  1807.  In 
the  U.S.  census  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  taken  on 
June  11,  i860,  occur  the  entries:  “St. 
Clair  Ross,  farmer,  aged  78,  born  in  Ire¬ 
land,  Rebecca  Ross,  aged  63,  born  in  Ire¬ 
land.”  St.  Clair  Ross  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Three  of  his  brothers  and  four  of 
his  wife’s  brothers  also  enlisted  in  that 
war,  as  well  as  his  four  brothers-in-law, 
husbands  of  his  sisters,  including  George 
Washington  Parkinson  and  Robert  Hus¬ 
ton.  St.  Clair’s  two  other  brothers-in-law, 
husbands  of  his  wife’s  sisters,  also  served. 
Thus  fourteen  men  out  of  this  one  family 
group  enlisted,  chiefly  in  the  Newmarket 
Company  that  marched  to  Lake  Erie. 
These  enlistments  were  all  voluntary  and 
are  indicative  of  a  spontaneous  patriotism 
that  has  been  again,  more  recently,  ex¬ 
hibited  by  some  of  the  living  descendants 
of  Oliver  Ross.  In  October,  1833,  St. 
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Clair  Ross  disposed  of  his  tavern  and 
farm  at  Sugartree  Ridge,  removing  to 
Ripley,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  on  September  23,  1872,  in  his 
ninety-first  year.  His  widow  (his  first 
cousin),  Rebecca  St.  Clair  (Eakins)  Ross, 
died  there  in  January,  1875,  in  her 
eighty-third  year.  Their  children  were 
(the  dates  being  taken  from  the  Vander- 
grift  MS) : 

( 1 )  John  Wesley  Ross,  born  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge,  May  20,  1809,  who  married  (1) 
Eliza  Phibbs  who  died  at  Smithland,  Ky. ;  (2) 
Eliza  Steegal,  buried  at  Smithland,  Ky.;  (3) 
Mrs.  Lucretia  Nash  of  Red  River.  He  died 
December  1 3,  1849,  on  Bayou  Atchafalaya, 
parish  of  Avoyelles,  Louisiana,  leaving  two 
sons,  Morgan  S.  Ross  and  Capt.  A.  Q.  Ross. 

(2)  Abbott  Goddard  Ross,  born  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge,  May  22,  1 8 1 1,  died,  unmarried,  on 
January  2,  1892,  at  Ripley,  Ohio. 

(3)  Joseph  Eakins  Ross,  born  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge,  July  5,  1813,  died  July  19,  1826; 
buried  in  the  Eakins  lot  at  Newmarket,  Ohio. 

(4)  Frances  Eleanor  Ross,  born  at 
Sugartree  Ridge,  May  18,  1815,  married 
Hollis  Downing.  She  died  July  29,  1890; 
buried  at  Ripley,  Ohio.  He  died  December  29, 
1889. 

(5)  St.  Clair  Ross,  Jr.,  born  at  Sugartree 
Ridge,  December  II,  1817,  died  March  20, 
1821,  and  was  buried  in  the  Eakins  lot  at 
Newmarket. 

(6)  Rebecca  St.  Clair  Ross,  born  at 
Sugartree  Ridge,  April  1,  1820,  married  John 
Fulton,  and  died  April  (or  May)  9,  1857 
(buried  at  Ripley,  Ohio),  leaving  sons  St. 
Clair,  John,  and  Abbott,  and  daughters  Mrs. 
Eliza  Clark  and  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Lieberman. 

(7)  Oliver  Crawford  Ross,  born  at 
Sugartree  Ridge,  January  6,  1823,  married 
(1)  Margaret  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Glaze 


who  died  without  issue;  (2)  Mary  J.  Wil¬ 
liams.  He  died  and  was  buried  at  Maysville, 
Ky.,  October  23,  1896,  leaving  sons;  Lan- 
dolph  W.  Ross,  born  August  26,  1848,  living 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Charles  H.  Ross,  born 
June  21,  1850,  living  in  New  Paris,  Ohio; 
Thomas  E.  Ross,  born  July  19,  1852,  living 
in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

(8)  Add ie  Eliza  Ross,  born  at  Sugartree 
Ridge,  September  24,  1825,  married  (1)  in 
August,  1844,  John  A.  Glaze  of  Ripley,  Ohio; 
(2)  Martin  Harrison,  by  whom  she  had  Mar¬ 
garet  W.  Harrison  who  married  John  N.  Day; 
and  (3)  on  January  10,  1865,  Capt.  Louis 
Vandergrift  of  Pittsburgh,  by  whom  she  had 
Mary  C.  Lee  who  died  young.  By  her  first 
husband,  Addie  Eliza  Ross  had  Rebecca  St. 
Clair  Glaze,  born  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  June  2, 
1847,  wh°  married  January  1 1,  1872,  Charles 
Hickman  of  West  Virginia,  and  died  July  12, 
1916,  leaving  one  daughter,  St.  Clair  Ross 
Hickman,  born  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  October  7, 
1873.  To  Miss  Hickman  we  are  indebted  for 
the  extracts  we  have  made  from  the  family 
manuscript  now  in  her  possession  and  prepared 
many  years  ago  by  her  grandmother,  Addie 
Eliza  (Ross)  Glaze-Harrison-Vandergrift. 
This  painstaking  lady  who  strove  to  perpetuate 
the  facts  of  Ross  and  St.  Clair  history  passed 
away  at  Ripley,  Ohio,  April  29,  1913,  in  her 
eighty-eighth  year. 

(9)  James  Joseph  Ross,  born  at  Sugartree 
Ridge,  August  20,  1827,  married  Eliza  Arm¬ 
strong,  and  had  many  children,  the  names  of 
but  two  of  whom  have  reached  us — Sarah  A. 
Ross  and  Frances  E.  Ross,  who  married  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Carr.  James  J.  Ross  is  buried  at  Rip¬ 
ley,  Ohio. 

(10)  Margaret  Josephine  Ross,  born  at 
Sugartree  Ridge,  March  4,  1831,  married  Col. 
J.  K.  Kidd,  and  died  October  23,  1853 
(buried  at  Ripley,  Ohio),  leaving  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  K.,  who  married  W.  C.  Beyers- 
dorfer. 
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Oliver  Crawford  Ross,  born  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge,  January  6,  1823,  may  be  espe¬ 
cially  mentioned.  When  he  was  about  ten 
years  of  age,  the  family  moved  to  Ripley, 
Ohio,  the  older  children  walking  nearly 
all  the  way.  After  attending  the  public 
schools,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  engaged 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tinsmith,  receiving 
at  the  end  of  his  three  years’  apprentice¬ 
ship  one  hundred  dollars  and  a  suit  of 
clothes.  When  he  was  about  twenty-five 
years  old  he  began  business  in  Ripley,  as 
a  tinsmith,  selling  stoves  and  other  arti¬ 
cles  of  a  similar  nature.  This  business  he 
carried  on  successfully  the  rest  of  his  ac¬ 
tive  life  except  for  the  few  years  in  which 
he  served  as  a  Methodist  minister.  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1845,  he  married  Margaret  Julia 
Glaze,  of  Russelville,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Jane  (White)  Glaze.  The 
White  family  was  from  Virginia.  Mar¬ 
garet  Julia  (Glaze)  Ross  died  April  7, 

1 846,  when  only  a  little  over  twenty  years 
of  age.  September  6,  1847,  he  married 
Mary  Jane  Williams,  of  Maysville,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  She  was  born  December  23,  1825, 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Lykins)  Williams.  The  family  was  from 
near  Winchester,  Virginia,  in  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley.  Dr.  Williams  died  during  a 
cholera  epidemic  in  1832.  Three  of  his 
sons  were  members  of  the  Kentucky  Sen¬ 
ate,  and  one  was  a  justice  of  Mason 
County,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Ross  became  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  under 
the  influence  of  the  Rev.  Granville 
Moody.  After  a  short  time,  he  entered  the 
Methodist  ministry,  and  for  several  years 
served  churches  in  the  Feesbury  circuit  of 
the  Cincinnati  Conference.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Free  Masons  and  was  a 
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charter  member  of  Lamertine  Lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows,  serving  as  its  first  treasurer, 
and  being  the  last  charter  member  to  pass 
away.  A  few  years  before  his  death,  he 
disposed  of  his  business  in  Ripley  and 
made  his  home  with  his  son  Landolph  W. 
Ross  at  Cincinnati.  He  died  October  23, 
1896,  as  a  result  of  a  fall  from  a  crowded 
street  car.  His  widow  Mary  W.  Ross  died 
May  1 5,  1902. 

Landolph  Weller  Ross,  son  of  Oliver 
Crawford  Ross  and  Mary  Jane  Williams, 
born  August  2 6,  1848,  at  Ripley,  Ohio, 
has  been  especially  interested  in  the  gene¬ 
alogy  of  the  descendants  of  Oliver  Ross. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  tinsmith  in  his 
father’s  shop  in  Ripley,  but  wanting  to 
enter  into  business,  he  secured  a  position 
as  a  freight  clerk  on  a  steamer  plying  be¬ 
tween  Buffalo  and  Chicago.  After  a  sea¬ 
son  of  this,  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
John  Shillito  Company,  in  Cincinnati,  as  a 
clerk,  remaining  with  them  several  years. 
August  7,  1872,  he  was  married  at  Ripley, 
Ohio,  by  W.  H.  Sutherland,  D.D.,  to 
Martha  Corinna  Thompson,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Miller)  Thompson, 
a  farmer  of  Ripley.  She  was  born  in  Do¬ 
ver,  Kentucky,  December  9,  1848.  After 
living  seven  years  in  Ripley,  Ohio,  Mr. 
Ross  in  1879  engaged  with  his  brother 
Thomas  E.  Ross  in  the  manufacture  of 
tinware  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  but  after  a 
short  time  returned  to  Cincinnati.  He  was 
a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Cincinnati 
Tin  and  Japan  Manufacturing  Company 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years. 

Mr.  Ross  has  been  active  in  the  work 
of  the  McKendree  Methodist  Church.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  has  been  prominent  in  the  Odd  Fel- 
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lows,  serving  as  Grand  Marshall  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio.  Martha  Corinna 
(Thompson)  Ross,  wife  of  Landolph 
Weller  Ross,  died  in  Cincinnati  July  25, 
1925.  Their  children  were:  Oliver 
Thomas,  born  June  3,  1873,  in  Ripley ; 


Ruthven  Ray,  born  October  8,  1875,  in 
Ripley  j  Charles  Robert,  born  October  9, 
1880,  in  Richmond,  Indiana  j  Mary 
Ruth,  born  September  24,  1882,  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  j  and  Lorimer  Walter,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  1 6,  1888,  in  Cincinnati. 


Rebecca  Ross,  a  Founder  of  Newmarket,  Ohio 


Rebecca  ross,  daughter  of 

Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St. 
_  Clair)  Ross,  is  destined  long  to 
live  in  history  as  the  first  white  woman  to 
enter  and  to  reside  within  the  region  of 
southern  Ohio  that  became  Highland 
County.  She  is  referred  to  on  page  362  of 
The  History  of  Ross  and  Highland 
Counties ,  Ohio  (Williams  Brothers, 
1880) — “Miss  Rebecca  Ross,  the  first 
white  woman  that  came  to  this  part  of 
Highland,  coming  to  Newmarket  in 
1797,  married  George  Parkinson  in 
1803.”  Rebecca  Ross  was  born  between 
Lewistown  and  Huntingdon  on  the  Ju¬ 
niata  River  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  24,  1786.  She  was  the 
eighth  child  and  fourth  daughter  born  to 
her  parents,  and  the  sixth  of  the  living 
children  when  she  was  born.  In  1795, 
when  nine  years  of  age,  she  went  with  her 
parents  from  Lewistown  four  hundred 
miles  to  the  Three  Islands  settlement  on 
the  Ohio  River  later  named  Manchester, 
then  in  Hamilton  County,  Northwest 
Territory.  In  the  fall  of  1797  she  accom¬ 
panied  her  father,  Oliver  Ross,  and  her 
older  brother,  St.  Clair  Ross,  on  a  visit 


of  inspection  to  the  region  where  in  the 
spring  of  1798,  was  founded  by  her 
father,  Henry  Massie,  Robert  Huston, 
and  herself,  Newmarket,  then  in  the 
county  of  Ross.  She  was  of  practical  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  men  who  founded  the  town,  by 
preparing  their  food  and  attending  to  the 
domestic  arrangements  of  the  surveyor’s 
camp  established  by  her  father.  Two  years 
later,  in  recognition  of  her  assistance,  and 
in  recognition  of  her  being  the  first  white 
woman  to  reside  within  the  county  of 
Highland,  and  to  distinguish  her  further 
as  the  first  woman  to  receive  a  grant  of 
land  within  the  same  area,  the  original 
patentee,  Henry  Massie,  made  to  her, 
with  the  consent  of  her  father,  Oliver 
Ross,  a  deed  of  gift  of  a  house  lot  in  the 
center  of  Newmarket.  This  signalized  her 
as  the  first  Ross  and  the  first  one  among 
her  father’s  and  her  mother’s  people  to 
acquire  land  within  the  region.  She  was 
but  fourteen  years  and  seventeen  days  old 
when  the  deed  was  executed,  and  here  is  a 
copy  of  the  original  deed,  executed  about 
two  years  before  Ohio  became  a  state,  and 
five  years  before  the  creation  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio: 


REBECCA  (ROSS)  PARKINSON 

THE  FIRST  WHITE  WOMAN  TO  RESIDE  IN 
HIGHLAND  COUNTY,  OHIO 
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[ Chillicothe ,  Ross  County ,  Ohio ,  Registry  of 
Deeds ,  Original  Deed  Book  No.  g,  p.  14]  • 

H.  Massie  to  Rebecca  Ross 

THIS  INDENTURE  Made  the  Ninth  day 
of  September  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one 
thousand  Eight  hundred  between  Henry 
Massie  of  the  County  of  Ross  and  territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  River 
Ohio  of  the  one  part  and  Rebecca  Ross  of  the 
County  and  Territory  Aforesaid  of  the  other 
part,  WITNESSETH  that  the  said  Henry 
Massie  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  Sum  of 
five  dollars  to  him  in  hand  paid  the  receipt 
whereof  he  doth  hereby  acknowledge  and  for¬ 
ever  Acquit  and  discharge  the  said  Rebecca 
Ross  her  heirs  Executors  and  Administrators 
hath  granted  Bargained  Sold  Aliened  and  con¬ 
firmed  and  by  these  Presents  doth  grant,  bar¬ 
gain  Sell  Alien  and  Confirm  unto  the  said  Re¬ 
becca  Ross  her  heirs  and  Assigns  forever  all 
that  tract  or  parcel  of  Land  lying  and  Being 
in  the  County  of  Ross  Afforesaid  and  in  the 
Town  of  New  Market  being  Inn  Lott  No. 
132  According  to  the  General  Platt  of  Said 
Town  as  by  Refference  thereto  being  had  Will 
more  fully  appear. 

TOGETHER  with  all  Improvements 
Water  Courses  profits  and  appurtenances 
Whatsoever  to  the  said  premises  belonging  or 
in  Anywise  Appertaining  and  the  reversions, 
Remainders  and  profits  thereof  and  all  the 
estate  Right,  title,  interest  property  Claim  and 
Demand  of  him  the  said  Henry  Massie  of  in 
and  to  the  Same  TO  HAVE  AND  TO 
HOLD  the  Lands  hereby  conveyed  With  all 
and  Singular  the  Premises  and  Every  part  and 
parcel  thereof  With  Every  of  the  Appurte¬ 
nances  unto  the  said  Rebecca  Ross  her  heirs 
and  Assigns  forever  to  the  only  proper  use  and 
Behoof  of  the  said  Rebecca  Ross  her  heirs 
and  Assigns  forever,  and  the  said  Henry  Mas¬ 
sie  for  himself  his  heirs  Executors  and  Ad¬ 
ministrators  do  covenant  and  promise  and 
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Agree  to  and  With  the  Said  Rebecca  Ross  her 
heirs  and  assigns  by  these  presents  that  the 
premises  before  Mentioned  have  are  and  for¬ 
ever  hereafter  Shall  Remain  free  of  and  from 
all  former  and  other  gifts,  grants,  bargains 
Sales  Dowers  Judgments  executions  titles 
troubles  charges  and  incumbrances  Whatso¬ 
ever  done  or  Suffered  to  be  done  by  him  the 
Said  Henry  Massie. 

And  the  said  Henry  Massie  &  his  heirs  all 
and  Singular  the  premises  hereby  Bargained 
and  Sold  With  the  Appurtenances  unto  the 
said  Rebecca  Ross  her  heirs  and  Assigns 
Against  him  the  said  Henry  Massie  and  his 
heirs  and  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons 
Whatsoever  Claiming  Lawfully  from  them 
doth  and  Will  Warrant  and  forever  Defend 
by  these  presents. 

IN  WITNESS  Whereof  he  the  said  Henry 
Massie  hath  hereunto  Set  his  hand  and  Seal  the 
day  and  year  first  Above  Written, 

Hen:  Massie  [Seal] 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  Presents 
of  us  Joseph  Kerr  Jno.  Brown 

Territory  of  the  United  States  North¬ 
west  of  the  Ohio  Adams  County  SS! 

This  day  came  Henry  Massie  before  me  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Said  County 
and  Acknowledged  the  Within  Signing  and 
Sealing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  Purposes 
therein  Mentioned.  Given  Under  my  hand  and 
Seal  this  9th  of  Sept.  1800. 

Joseph  Kerr  [Seal] 

Examd  19  March,  1805,  Deliv’d  30  Sep.  1808 
to  Mich.  Stroup 

In  memory  of  Rebecca  Ross  her  name 
was  chosen  as  the  name  of  the  Rebecca 
Ross  Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  American  Revolution,  at 
Greenfield,  Highland  County,  Ohio.  She 
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married  George  Washington  Parkinson  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  record: 

[ Chillicothe ,  Ross  County ,  Ohio.  Probate 

Court ,  Original  Marriage  Return ]: 

Ohio  State,  Ross  County.  I  Do  hereby 
assert  that  Mr  Georgue  Parcason  &  Miss  Re- 
beccah  Ross  was  Lawfully  joined  in  Marage 
by  me  the  18  of  October  1803  .  .  .  given 
from  under  my  hand  this  23rd  November 
1803. 

Saml  Evans 

After  marriage  they  resided  at  New¬ 
market  upon  her  land,  in  a  house  built 
thereon  by  her  husband,  until  their  re¬ 
moval  to  Sugartree  Ridge  about  1813-14, 
selling  her  land  at  Newmarket.  They 
were  invited  by  her  father  to  build  a 
house  upon  the  northern  part  of  his  land 
at  the  Ridge,  he  setting  off  for  their  use  a 
fifteen-acre  lot.  There  they  lived  and 
died.  There  were  born  all  but  the  first  of 
their  children.  Their  house  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  with  its  contents,  shortly  before 
1 840,  but  was  replaced  by  a  new  structure 
and  by  the  hat  factory  of  her  husband.  A 
part  of  the  latter  building  still  remains, 
though  in  a  decayed  state.  By  an  inden¬ 
ture  dated  August  15,  1826,  her  parents, 
Oliver  and  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair) 
Ross,  deeded  to  her  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $47  those  fifteen  acres  of  land, 

on  the  waters  of  Brush  Creek,  adjoining  a 
40-acre  tract  of  St.  Clair  Ross,  and  bounded 
by  land  of  Wm  Igoe  and  Rachel  Wilkins  and 
Robert  Huston,  being  part  of  the  land  pur¬ 
chased  by  Oliver  Ross  of  Henry  Massie,  9th 
May,  1 8 1 1  [etc.]. 

The  deed  was  signed  “Oliver  Ross”  and 
“Frances  E.  Ross”  as  grantors,  and  by 
Lewis  Lewis  and  Christopher  Crozier,  as 


witnesses}  but  it  was  not  until  April  19, 

1848,  that  it  was  recorded,  on  page  500 
of  Deed  Book  14  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio.  On 
October  12,  1833,  when  her  nephew, 
John  Wesley  Ross,  was  sued  by  Lewis 
Lewis,  Senior,  she  made  a  deposition  in 
which  she  declared  that  the  plaintiff  was 
“a  Tory  who  had  run  away  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  the  War  of  1812  with  an 
American  deserter.”  \Filed  Papers ,  Box 
R ,  1824—1834 ,  Court  of  Common  Pleas , 
Hillsboro ,  Ohio.] 

Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson  was  a 
woman  of  much  caution  and  prudence  in 
all  of  her  affairs.  She  adhered  to  the 
Methodist  faith  and  attended  Methodist 
meetings  at  the  homes  of  her  neighbors 
after  her  arrival  from  Newmarket,  and, 
later,  the  more  formal  services  held  in  the 
first  church  built  on  the  Ridge  about  two 
hundred  yards  south  of  her  dwelling 
house.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  in 

1849,  Rebecca  invited  her  daughter  Fran¬ 
ces  Eleanor  and  the  latter’s  husband, 
Philip  Doyle,  to  take  charge  of  her  prop¬ 
erty  and  to  direct  the  household.  She 
conveyed  the  land  and  all  its  buildings, 
together  with  the  hat  shop  previously  used 
by  her  husband,  to  them.  Also  with  her  to 
the  last  remained  her  unmarried  daughter 
Margaret  Ann  Parkinson  born  in  1833. 

Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  of 
Greenfield,  Ohio,  remembers  an  incident 
related  to  her  children  by  his  mother 
Margaret  Ann  (Parkinson)  McClain, 
daughter  of  Rebecca  Ross  and  George 
Washington  Parkinson,  showing  that  the 
early  settlers  lived  in  close  and  friendly 
relations  with  the  Indians.  One  day  when 
she,  Rebecca  Ross,  was  some  distance 
from  home,  she  met  an  Indian,  and  being 
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afraid,  ran.  The  Indian  ran  after  her.  The 
next  day  when  Rebecca  and  her  father 
met  the  Indian,  they  asked  him  why  he 
ran  after  her.  He  replied,  “What  make 
you  run,  make  me  run.”  She  was  about 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old  at  the  time. 
Rebecca  (Ross)  Parkinson  passed  away  in 
1 8 56,  and  now  lies  buried  beside  her  hus¬ 
band  in  the  Lewis  Cemetery,  on  the  Mar¬ 
ble  Furnace  Road,  about  a  mile  eastward 
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from  Sugartree  Ridge.  There,  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  on  the  western  side  of  the 
cemetery  looking  toward  the  Ridge,  close 
to  the  gravestone  of  her  grandson,  Ed¬ 
ward  Doyle,  lies  an  Ohio  pioneer  woman. 
Posterity  fortunately  has  her  portrait,  and 
her  many  descendants  unite  to  honor  her 
memory.  Her  children  and  grandchildren 
are  referred  to  in  a  further  account  of  her 
in  the  Parkinson  chapter. 


Summary: 


Larimer  Ross  =  Sarah  Graham 


David  Ross  =  Isabella  Douglas 


Owen  Ross  =  Mary  Cameron 


Donald  Ross  =  Katherine  Bruce 


John  Ross  =  Margaret  Crawford 


Oliver  Ross  =  Frances  Eleanor  St.  Clair 


Rebecca  Ross  =  George  Washington  Parkinson 


■ 
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THE  Ross  family  in  Ohio,  de¬ 
scendants  of  Oliver  Ross  who 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  1783, 
from  Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  where  he 
was  born  February  13,  1753,  has  received, 
and  perpetuated  down  to  the  present,  the 
understanding  that  Oliver  Ross’s  wife  was 
Frances  Eleanor  St.  Clair  (also  written 
Sinclair).  Positive  evidence  of  this  exists 
in  the  Vandergrift  manuscript,  in  other 
private,  and  in  public,  records.  She  having 
come  with  her  husband  to  America  is 
said  by  her  descendants  to  have  been  born 
in  December,  1752,  at  or  near  Newtown 
Stewart,  Tyrone  County,  or,  possibly,  at 
or  near  to  Londonderry  some  thirty  miles 
down  the  river  Mourne  from  Newtown 
Stewart,  in  Ireland.  The  Vandergrift 
manuscript*  states  that  she  was  the 
daughter  of  James  St.  Clair  and  his  wife, 
Rebecca  Blair ;  and  that  this  James  St. 
Clair  was  born  in  that  region  of  Ireland 
four  months  after  the  Battle  of  the 
Boyne.  If  Frances  St.  Clair  was  born  in 
1752  and  her  father  in  1690,  it  would 
seem  that  her  father  was  sixty-two  years 
old  at  the  time  of  her  birth.  This  seems 

*  A  manuscript  account  of  the  Ross  and  St.  Clair 
families  prepared  by  Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Vander¬ 
grift,  granddaughter  of  the  immigrants,  Oliver  and 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  and  owned  by  Miss 
Ross  Hickman  of  Ripley,  Ohio.  This  manuscript  is  a 
typical  private  account,  partly  traditional,  and  though 
very  largely  true,  contains  evidences  of  omissions,  or 
physical  impossibilities,  such  as  can  be  explained  only 
by  supposing  that  two  James  St.  Clairs,  father  and 
son,  have  been  regarded  as  one,  the  father  born  in 
1690. 


unlikely,  and  we  think  it  more  probable 
that  she  was  really  the  daughter  of  a 
James  St.  Clair  who  was  a  son  of  the  man 
born  in  1690.  The  manuscript  says  that 
James  St.  Clair,  the  son,  as  we  believe,  of 
the  James  born  in  1690,  after  visiting 
Scotland,  the  home  of  his  ancestors,  re¬ 
turned  to  Ireland  and  married  Rebecca 
Blair,  the  daughter  of  his  deceased  fa¬ 
ther’s  physician,  Dr.  Blair.  According  to 
the  manuscript,  James  St.  Clair  and  Re¬ 
becca  Blair  had  five  daughters  but  no  sons. 
One  of  these  daughters  was  Frances 
Eleanor  St.  Clair,  who  married  Oliver 
Ross.  Another,  named  Rebecca,  married 
Joseph  Eakins  and  removed  with  him  to 
Ohio  to  join  the  family  of  Oliver  Ross.  In 
the  pedigree  recorded  in  the  Vandergrift 
manuscript  and  based  upon  information 
received  by  the  late  Mrs.  Vandergrift 
from  her  father,  St.  Clair  Ross  (son  of 
the  immigrant  Oliver  Ross),  and  from 
her  mother,  Rebecca  St.  Clair  Eakins 
(daughter  of  the  immigrant  Rebecca  (St. 
Clair)  Eakins,  the  sister  of  the  wife, 
Frances  Eleanor  St.  Clair,  of  Oliver 
Ross),  it  is  said  that  the  James  St.  Clair, 
born  in  November,  1690,  was  the  son  of 
James  St.  Clair  and  his  wife,  Grames 
Brewster,  both  of  whom  came  from  Scot¬ 
land  to  Ireland.  Grames  (Brewster)  St. 
Clair  is  traditionally  stated  to  have  died 
within  a  few  days  of  the  birth  of  her  son 
James  St.  Clair,  in  November,  1690,  in 
Ireland.  It  is  said  that  her  husband,  the 
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elder  James  St.  Clair,  was  rewarded  for 
meritorious  services  as  a  member  of  the 
army  of  William  of  Orange  at  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Bridgetown  (in  Londonderry 
County  near  the  Tyrone  border)  and  the 
Boyne  j  that  he  was  involved  in  operations 
around  the  city  of  Londonderry  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Protestants  j  and  that  he  died 
at  or  near  Newtown  Stewart  in  Tyrone 
County  when  his  son  James  St.  Clair  was 
aged  about  twenty  years,  that  is  about 
1 71 1.  It  is  evident  that  Mrs.  Vander- 
grift  omitted  the  fourth  James  St.  Clair, 
whose  son,  James5,  born  about  1715,  we 
must  believe,  was  the  one  who  married, 
about  1745,  Rebecca  Blair,  born  1725-30, 
and  who  died  in  Ohio  in  1805  aged  be¬ 
tween  seventy-five  and  eighty  years. 

In  connection  with  the  obtaining  of 
some  data  upon  the  Ross  family  in  Ty¬ 
rone  and  Londonderry  counties,  Ireland, 
the  opportunity  was  taken  to  make  note  of 
certain  items  upon  the  St.  Clairs  for  the 
same  period  from  the  same  sources  that 
were  utilized  in  connection  with  the 
Rosses.  These  data  are  submitted  as  a  basis 
for  any  future  inquiry,  and  as  showing 
the  presence  of  the  St.  Clair,  or  Sinclair, 
family  in  significant  parts  of  northern 
Ireland.  So  far  as  these  notes  show,  the 
spelling  of  the  name  as  “Sinclair”  pre¬ 
dominated  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  St. 
Clair  was  the  original  form  of  the  name  5 
it  is  a  French  name  denoting  the  Norman 
origin  of  the  family ;  its  introduction  into 
England  followed  the  conquest  of  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  Normans,  under  William, 
Duke  of  Normandy,  in  the  year  1066: 

Sinclair  (Anglo-French -Latin).  Belonging 
to  St.  Clair  (several  in  Normandy).  [French 


clair,  Latin  clar-us,  clear,  bright,  illustrious.] 
This  name  is  Latinized  in  mediaeval  deeds  de 
Sancto  Claro.  [Henry  Harrison,  Surnames  of 
the  United  Kingdom .] 

The  name  has  been  Anglicized  and  cor¬ 
rupted  into  Sinclair,  partly  through  pho¬ 
netic  usage,  as  also  has  the  surname  of  St. 
Maur  into  Seymour.  For  this  reason  the 
Sinclairs  and  the  St.  Clairs  have  been,  as 
it  were,  separate  families  for  hundreds  of 
years.  In  Scotland  the  Sinclair  form  of  the 
name  seems  to  be  almost  as  old  as  St. 
Clair.  No  doubt  we  shall  find  the  names 
of  the  St.  Clair  ancestors  in  whom  we  are 
interested  written  in  both  ways  at  differ¬ 
ent  times.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
usage  in  Ireland  by  the  St.  Clairs  before 
any  of  them  came  to  America,  St.  Clair 
appears  in  American  records,  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Ohio,  as  the  form  of  the  name 
generally  adhered  to. 

It  is  a  fact  that  among  the  Normans 
who  came  to  England  in  1066,  with  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror,  was  Richard,  a  son 
of  Walderne  (Waleran),  Earl  of  St. 
Clare.  His  name,  as  “Richard  de  Saint 
Clair,”  still  appears  on  the  bronze  tablet 
in  the  church  of  Dives,  Normandy,  with 
the  names  of  his  chief,  William  the  Con¬ 
queror,  and  the  latter’s  other  companions 
in  arms,  who,  in  1066,  crossed  to  England, 
won  the  Battle  of  Hastings,  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  England.  Richard  de  Saint 
Clair’s  brother,  William,  also  came  to 
England  as  did  their  cousin,  “Hubert 
Sinclair,”  whose  son,  Adam,  “was  one  of 
the  able  commissioners  who  compiled  that 
wonder  of  the  world  as  to  state  record, 
The  Domesday  Book.”  William  St.  Clair, 
son  of  Walderne,  quarreled  with  Wil- 
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liam  the  Conqueror  and  went  to  Scotland. 
There  he  founded  the  famous  house  of 
Sinclairs,  Earls  of  Orkney  and  of  Caith¬ 
ness — the  “Saint  Clairs  of  the  Isles”  as 
many  of  them  are  called.  Branches  of  this 
family  sprang  up.  A  clan  Sinclair  devel¬ 
oped  j  hence  the  many  Sinclairs  (St. 
Clairs)  of  Scotland  before  and  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  During  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  the  descendants  in  England  of  the 
brothers  and  cousins  of  William  St.  Clair 
of  Normandy  and  Scotland  likewise  in¬ 
creased  and  still  continue  to  increase.  Two 
or  three  branches  of  the  Sinclairs  of 
Caithness  removed  to  the  north  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  seventeenth  century.  As  there 
are  recorded  in  that  part  of  Ireland  more 
Sinclairs  than  could  have  come  from 
these  two  known  Scottish  settlers  in  Ire¬ 
land,  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  other 
St.  Clairs  came  to  Ireland  from  England. 
Caithness  Family  History,  by  John  Hen¬ 
derson,  gives  a  genealogical  account  of  the 
principal  families  of  Sinclair  of  the 
Caithness  line.  The  Sinclairs  of  England, 
by  Thomas  Sinclair,  M.A.,  gives  a  story 
of  the  English  Sinclairs,  but  it  is  not  accu¬ 
rate  genealogy.  The  Saint-Clairs  of  the 
Isles,  by  R.  W.  Saint  Clair,  sets  forth 
many  genealogical  data.  It  refers  to  the 
branch  in  the  counties  of  Derry  and  Ty¬ 
rone,  Ireland,  from  which  locality  came 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  to 
America  in  1783  (p.  322): 

Irish  Scions.  The  Sinclairs  of  Holyhill. 

I.  John  Sinclair,  Rector  of  Leckpatrick  at 
the  time  of  the  siege  of  Derry  [1690],  was 
the  first  of  the  Holyhill  family.  The  tradition 
of  the  family  was  that  he  was  a  son  of  Sir 
James  Sinclair  of  Caithness,  from  which  we 


may  infer  that  his  known  father,  James  Sin¬ 
clair  of  Wester-Brims  was  perhaps  a  clerk  in 
holy  orders.*  From  the  mural  inscription  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  “The  Sinclairs  of  Borlum,”  and 
a  deed  of  1660,  his  paternity  is  clear. 

The  book  names  but  one  of  his  chil¬ 
dren — John  who  had  a  son  John.  We 
have  found  a  record  of  the  will  of  this 
rector  of  Leckpatrick,  filed  in  the  Pre¬ 
rogative  Court  of  Ireland  at  the  Four 
Courts,  Dublin — “Rev.  John  Sinclair, 
rector  of  Leckpatrick,  county  Tyrone, 
Esqr.,”  will  proved,  1703.  The  state  of 
anarchy  that  prevailed  in  Ireland  in  sev¬ 
eral  recent  years  culminating  in  the  de¬ 
struction  by  the  Irish  Republicans  of  the 
Four  Courts,  has  prevented  the  securing 
of  a  copy  of  this  will — if  it  has  survived. 
Previously,  we  secured  a  copy  of  the  will 
of  his  widow,  Anne  Sinclair,  dated  March 
24,  1721,  proved  October  29,  1728?  filed 
in  the  same  court: 

Anne  Sinclair  of  Strabane  in  the  County  of 
Tyrone  widow  .  .  .  my  body  to  be  buried  in 
the  Church  of  Leek  in  the  place  where  my  late 
dear  husband  was  buried  (in  case  I  shall  happen 
to  die  at  Strabane).  [She  bequeaths  to]  my 
grandson  Galbraith  Lowry  son  of  Robert 
Lowryf  Esqr.  .  .  .  to  my  granddaughter  Ann 
Sinclair  daughter  of  James  Sinclair  late  of 
Strabane  deceased  ...  to  my  grandson  John 
Sinclair  .  .  .  to  my  daughter  Isabell  Hamilton 
and  her  husband  Claud  Hamilton  of  Strabane 
Esqr.  ...  to  Robert  Lowry,  senior,  Esqr., 
&  Robert  Lowry  junior,  gent.,  both  of  Aghe- 
rin,  Co.  Tyrone. 

*  In  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  stated 
by  Addie  Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift,  granddaughter 
of  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  the  immigrant 
from  Newtown  Stewart,  Tyrone,  Ireland,  that  her 
grandmother  and  the  latter’s  sister,  Rebecca,  were 
Episcopalians  in  Ireland. 

f  Grandfather  of  the  first  Lord  Belmore. 
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The  will  of  her  grandson,  John  Sinclair 
of  Holyhill,  Tyrone,  Esquire,  dated 
February  6,  1770,  was  proved  May  3, 
r  77 1,  in  the  same  court. 

The  will  of  the  “James  Sinclair  late  of 
Strabane  deceased”  dated  April  23,  1718, 
proved  April  7,  1719,  in  the  Derry  dio¬ 
cesan  court,  bequeaths  a  large  estate  to 
“my  wife  Elizabeth  Sinclair  .  .  .  my  son 
John  Sinclair  .  .  .  my  sisters  Ann  Lowry 
wife  of  Robert  Lowry  and  Isabel  Hamil¬ 
ton  wife  of  Claud  Hamilton  Esqr.  .  .  . 
to  my  daughters  Angell,  Ann,  Lettice, 
and  Isabel.”  The  son  John  was  a  minor 
and  the  four  daughters  all  aged  under 
seventeen  years.  If  this  is  the  James  Sin¬ 
clair  who,  by  a  previous  wife,  Grames 
Brewster,  had  a  son  James,  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  confirm  it.  Caithness  Family  His¬ 
tory  adds  (p.  254): 

The  Sinclairs  of  Borlum.  ...  In  the 
south  or  “Murkle  Aisle”  of  the  parish  church 
of  Thurso*  in  Caithness  [a  small  county  at 
the  north  of  Scotland]  there  is  a  mural  in¬ 
scription  on  the  northwest  wall.  .  .  .  “This 
is  the  burial-place  of  James  Sinclair  of  Bor¬ 
lum;  and  here  lyes  James  Sinclair  his  eldest 
son  and  his  spouse,  Eliz.  Innes,  who  left  be¬ 
hind  them  the  Revd.  Mr.  John  Sinclair  who 
was  Rector  of  Jamesf  interred  in  Leckpatrick 
nigh  Strabane  in  Ireland  1665.”! 

*  Thurso  was  the  place  of  baptism  in  1730  of 
General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Governor  of  the  North¬ 
west  Territory,  before  the  statehood  of  Ohio,  who 
appointed  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross’s  hus¬ 
band,  Oliver  Ross  of  Newmarket,  Ohio,  the  first 
justice  of  the  peace  there,  before  Ohio  became  a 
state.  General  St.  Clair  was  only  a  few  years  older 
than  Frances  Eleanor  St.  Clair.  He  was  a  son  of 
William  St.  Clair  of  Thurso,  and  a  descendant  of 
the  fourth  Earl  of  Caithness. 

f  Meaning  an  Episcopalian  of  the  Church  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  time  of  King  James  II  of  England. 

$  This  date,  1665,  does  not  refer  to  Rev.  John 
Sinclair  as  his  will  was  proved  in  Ireland  in  1703. 


That  Samuel  Sinclair  of  Strabane, 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  whose  will, 
dated  in  August,  1743,  was  proved  in  the 
Derry  diocesan  court  in  1743,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  family,  and  probably  through 
the  aforesaid  Rev.  John  Sinclair,  rector  of 
Leckpatrick,  near  Strabane,  in  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  is  indicated  by  his  naming,  as  co¬ 
executor  of  his  will,  that  clergyman’s 
grandson,  “John  Sinclair  of  Holyhill, 
Esq.”  The  will  names 

my  brother  William  Sinclair,  ...  to  my 
eldest  son  Alexander  Sinclair  all  my  free¬ 
holds  in  Strabane  [and  elsewhere]  ...  to  my 
second  son  John  Sinclair  freeholds  in  Omagh, 
Clamperknow  and  the  Lease  of  Bullycolman. 
...  to  my  youngest  son  Samuel  Sinclair  the 
Bishop’s  Lease  of  Cames  ...  to  my  eldest 
daughter  Catherine,  wife  of  Cornett  St. 
George  Stevenson.  ...  to  my  youngest 
daughter  Rebecca  Sinclair  £200.  on  day  of  her 
coming  of  age  &  £200,  more  as  Marriage  Por¬ 
tion  if  she  marry  with  consent  of  my  Exors. 

The  son  John  Sinclair  died  at  Bally  col- 
man,  Tyrone,  leaving  a  will,  dated  Octo¬ 
ber  8,  1770,  proved  at  Londonderry  by 
his  widow  Ann,  April  13,  1773,  in  which 
no  children  or  other  relatives  are  men¬ 
tioned. 

It  should  not  be  assumed  that  this 
daughter,  Rebecca  Sinclair,  was  the  Re¬ 
becca  Sinclair  (St.  Clair)  who  married 
Joseph  Eakins  in  Tyrone  or  Derry,  sister 
of  Frances  Eleanor  Sinclair  (St.  Clair) 
who  married  Oliver  Ross  who  came  from 
Newtown  Stewart  in  Tyrone  to  America 
in  17835  but  it  may  be  accepted  as  true 
that  these  two  Sinclair  sisters  did  reside  at 
or  near  the  latter  place  5  Newtown  Stew¬ 
art  is  very  near  Strabane,  and  Leckpatrick 
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is  half  way  to  Londonderry  from  New¬ 
town  Stewart.  It  is  certain  also  that  the 
parents  of  the  two  St.  Clair  emigrants  re¬ 
sided  in  that  region.  The  emigrants  are 
reported  by  their  granddaughter,  Addie 
Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift,  to  have  been 
daughters  of  a  James  St.  Clair  by  his  wife 
Rebecca  Blair,  which  doubtless  is  true. 
This  Rebecca  (Blair)  St.  Clair  followed 
her  daughter,  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair) 
Ross,  to  Newmarket,  Ohio,  as  has  been 
said.  There  is  no  evidence  that  this  James 
St.  Clair  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Sin¬ 
clair  of  Leckpatrick  who  died  in  1703,  but 
he  may  have  been  a  relative.  The  recent 
disorder  in  Ireland  rendered  difficult  the 
obtaining  of  Irish  parish  records  bearing 
upon  this  small  group  of  St.  Clairs  in  Ty¬ 
rone  and  Derry.  We  secured  but  one  other 
will,  that  of  Robert  Sinkler  of  the  parish 
of  Kilcrouagh,  county  of  Londonderry, 
draper,  dated  December  15,  1699,  proved 
in  the  Prerogative  Court  at  Dublin,  No¬ 
vember  20,  1710.  He  was  contemporary 
with  the  James  St.  Clair  whom  the  Van¬ 
dergrift  MS  says  was  the  grandfather 
(but  who  must  have  been  the  great¬ 
grandfather)  of  the  emigrant  sisters, 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  and  Re¬ 
becca  (St.  Clair)  Eakins.  This  will  names 
a  wife  Elizabeth,  daughters  Mary, 
Martha,  and  Ann,  and  sons  Robert  and 
William,  and  bequeaths  a  “sword  to  my 
brother  John  Sinkler  and  Likewise  give 
and  pay  to  my  mother  half  a  giney  as  a 
token  from  me  and  also  a  Crown  to  my 
brother,  son  Robert  Sinkler.”  Before  the 
destruction  of  the  Four  Courts,  there 
were  some  other  Sinclair  records  in  Dub¬ 
lin: 
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Diocese  of  Derry:  Alexander  Sinclair,  will 
proved  1792. 

Diocese  of  Armagh,  covering  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Tyrone: 

John  Sinclair  of  Caledon,  Tyrone,  will 
proved  17 30. 

John  Sinclair,  will  dated  1752. 

Samuel  Sinclair  of  Moyer,  Tyrone,  will 
proved  1772. 

John  Sinkler  of  Tavense,  Tyrone,  will 
proved  1797. 

Administration  on  bonds  for  Tyrone  and 
Londonderry:  William  Sinclair  of  Derrycol- 
lop,  weaver,  bond  filed  1759. 

Diocese  of  Derry:  William  Sinclair,  bond 
filed  1776. 

The  written  statement  of  Addie  Eliza 
(Ross)  Vandergrift,  born  in  1825,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  immigrants,  Oliver  and 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  she  remembered  seeing  when 
a  girl,  is  that  the  said  Frances  Eleanor  was 
the  daughter  of  a  James  St.  Clair  of  the 
vicinity  of  Newtown  Stewart,  Tyrone, 
Ireland.  This  market  village  is  in  the 
parish  of  Ardstraw.  The  register  of  bap¬ 
tisms  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  Ireland  of  this  parish  has  been  ex¬ 
amined  from  January  11,  1728,  to  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1812 — the  marriages  from 
January  15,  1743,  to  January  8,  1812, — 
the  burials  from  November  5,  1803,  to 
May  3,  1805,  and  the  vestry  book  from 
1744  to  1813.  In  the  vestry  book  under 
date  of  April  16,  1759,  there  is  a  note  of 
the  election  as  churchwardens  of  Gilbert 
Mathewson  and  “James  Sinclair.”  The 
vestry  minutes  for  the  years  1759,  1760, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  following,  are 
signed  by  “Gilbert  Mathewson”  and 
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“James  St.  Clair.”  We  have  no  doubt  that 
this  man  was  the  father  of  Frances  Elea¬ 
nor  and  Rebecca  St.  Clair — that  his  wife, 
their  mother,  was  Rebecca  Blair,  and  that 
he  had  died  in  or  near  Newtown  Stewart 
(parish  of  Ardstraw)  by  the  time  his 
daughter  Frances  Eleanor  came  to 
America  in  1783.  Nor  can  one  doubt  that 
his  widow  and  the  two  daughters  came  to 
Newmarket,  Highland  County,  Ohio,  as 
related  by  their  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Vandergrift.  But  these  daughters,  if  bap¬ 
tized,  must  have  been  baptized  outside  of 
Ardstraw  parish  and  some  years  before 
their  father  became  churchwarden. 

The  only  Sinclair  item  in  the  register 
of  the  Ardstraw  Church  is  of  a  baptism — 
“1812.  March  1.  William  son  of  Daniel 
Sinclair  of  Killydaw”;  and  the  only  late 
wills  of  the  vicinity  are  those  of  Samuel 
Sinclair  of  Ballinascreen,  1808,  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Sinklar  of  Lobby,  1807  (filed  in  the 
diocese  of  Derry),  and  of  George  and 
Sarah  Sinclair  of  Markethill,  1808  and 
1812,  filed  in  the  diocese  of  Armagh.  A 
few  days  of  search  of  churchyards  around 
Newtown  Stewart,  and  of  such  parish 
records  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  buri¬ 
als,  should  yield  more  conclusive  results 
upon  the  St.  Clair  family.  The  manu¬ 
script  written  by  the  late  Mrs.  Vander¬ 
grift  is  not  an  official  paper,  has  not  been 
printed,  and  none  of  its  genealogical 
statements  are  derived  from  any  printed 
book  or  from  any  public  record  in  Ireland 
or  America.  Apparently,  this  lady’s  only 
source  of  information  concerning  her 
grandparents  and  their  forebears  in  Ire¬ 
land  and  Scotland,  was  her  father,  St. 
Clair  Ross  (born  in  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
1782),  and  her  mother,  Rebecca  Eakins, 


also  born  in  Tyrone.  St.  Clair  Ross  and 
Rebecca  Eakins  were  first  cousins.  Thus 
Mrs.  Vandergrift’s  two  channels  of  infor¬ 
mation  merged  in  her  paternal  and  ma¬ 
ternal  grandmothers,  the  two  sisters  Fran¬ 
ces  Eleanor  St.  Clair  and  Rebecca  St. 
Clair.  Her  manuscript  deals  for  the  most 
part  with  the  Ross  ancestry.  The  St.  Clair 
reference,  being  well-nigh  dateless,  with 
the  place  or  places  in  Scotland  unnamed, 
is  but  the  recollection,  repeated  in  Ohio, 
of  those  two  sisters,  Eleanor  and  Rebecca. 
But  the  germ  of  truth  is  in  it.  The  state¬ 
ment  bears  the  marks  of  that  indefinite¬ 
ness,  and  of  fancy,  with  which  such  truths 
are  usually  retold  in  one’s  family ;  and  it 
is  certain  that  the  manuscript  makes  the 
two  immigrant  sisters  daughters  of  the 
James  St.  Clair  (born  in  1690)  who,  we 
are  forced  to  believe,  was  rather  their 
grandfather. 

[Extract  from  the  manuscript  of  Mrs.  Addle 
Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift  (1825—1913), 
preserved  by  Miss  Ross  Hickman,  Ripley, 
Ohio.] 

James  St.  Clair  once  rescued  a  young 
woman  from  a  set  of  lawless  soldiers  at  the 
risk  of  his  own  life.  He  received  such  praise 
that  they  became  very  proud  of  the  name 
James.  The  young  James  St.  Clair  spoken  of 
married  Mary  Ruthven.  His  oldest  son  was 
James  and  is  always  noted  for  his  long  golden 
curls  that  fell  far  beneath  his  Scottish  bonnet. 
As  years  went  by  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Hellen  Parcival.  Among  his  children 
the  oldest  was  James.  He  married  Agnes 
Brooks;  one  only  son  was  born  to  them,  the 
young  James.  As  he  grew  in  years  he  was 
noted  for  his  beauty,  his  intellect,  and  benevo¬ 
lence.  Being  an  only  son,  he  had  all  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  a  fine  education.  Every  indulgence  was 
his  as  his  father  was  possessed  of  vast  wealth. 
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During  the  long  and  bloody  war  that  raged 
between  Protestants  and  Catholics,  the  young 
James  of  the  Lordly  house  of  the  high  St. 
Clairs  openly  bade  defiance  to  the  Catholic 
king  James  II  of  England  and  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Protestant  Prince  William  of 
Orange.  It  was  then  that  the  Orange  prince, 
admiring  the  bravery  of  young  James  St. 
Clair,  appointed  him  one  of  his  staff  officers 
and  their  watchword  was  “No  Surrender.” 
Some  months  before  he  left  Scotland  he  had 
married  Grames  Brewster  and  with  true 
wifely  devotion  she  kept  as  close  to  the  army 
as  possible.  From  old  Bridgetown  to  the  Boyne, 
during  the  12  days’  siege  [march]  he  rode 
beside  the  Orange  Prince  and  was  with  him 
when  his  friend  Duke  Shomberg  fell.  During 
the  close  of  the  engagement  young  St.  Clair 
was  most  terribly  wounded.  It  was  feared 
mortally.  (His  descendants  have  always  been 
proud  that  he  received  his  wound  in  defense 
of  the  King.  When  he  saw  the  bullet  coming 
he  threw  himself  across  the  King’s  breast.) 
Soon  as  possible  his  wife  was  at  his  side.  For 
long  weeks  he  hovered  between  life  and  death. 
His  recovery  was  slow. 

Four  months  after  their  young  son  was  born 
and  the  wife  lived  but  a  few  days.  She  named 
her  babe  James  and  placing  him  in  the  arms 
of  her  husband  she  extracted  from  him  the 
promise  that  he  would  be  father  and  mother 
to  the  Boy,  that  he  would  always  keep  him 
with  him,  watch  over  him,  and  never  put  an¬ 
other  mother  in  her  place,  that  he  would  keep 
up  the  name  of  James  among  the  descendants 
and  with  the  word  good-by  on  her  lips  she 
passed  away.  Most  faithfully  did  he  fulfill  his 
promise.  Never  leaving  his  babe  for  a  day,  it 
grew  under  his  watchful  eye,  and  when  old 
enough  to  be  instructed,  he  brought  tutors  into 
the  house  to  teach  him.  He  received  a  fine 
education  and  every  wish  was  gratified.  They 
were  very  devoted  to  each  other,  always  to¬ 
gether.  But  when  the  young  James  was  about 


19  his  father’s  wounds  that  had  been  troubling 
him  for  some  time,  broke  out  afresh.  They 
traveled  to  various  places,  and  hearing  of  Doc¬ 
tor  Blair,  an  old  friend  and  army  comrade, 
celebrated  surgeon,  a  physician  who  had  come 
from  Dublin  to  Newtown  Stewart,  Ireland, 
they  came  to  visit  him  and  seek  relief,  if  pos¬ 
sible.  But  all  that  skill  and  devotion  could  do 
was  of  no  avail,  and  the  brave  hero  of  Boyne 
water  fame  passed  away  in  the  arms  of  his 
son.  He  was  the  first  of  the  St.  Clairs  to  find 
a  resting  place  in  the  land  of  the  Shamrock  and 
Daisy. 

The  grief  of  young  James  was  so  great 
that  after  returning  to  Scotland  and  leaving 
his  faithful  housekeeper  and  husband  in  charge 
of  his  home,  he  traveled  many  years  in  foreign 
lands.  Amongst  all  his  wanderings  he  kept 
with  him  the  long  silken  stockings,  so  heavily 
clocked  with  silver,  that  had  been  presented  to 
his  father  by  King  William,  and  he  wore 
them  when  he  received  his  wounds  at  Boyne 
Water.  They  were  worn  with  knee  breeches. 
After  years  spent  in  travel  young  James  St. 
Clair  returned  to  visit  the  spot  where  he  lost 
his  father  [grandfather  we  believe].  Doctor 
Blair  received  him  with  open  arms.  He  there 
met  Rebecca  Blair,  the  doctor’s  only  daughter 
[granddaughter].  When  he  saw  her  last  she 
was  but  a  little  romping  girl.  She  was  now  a 
graceful  and  fascinating  young  lady.  It  was 
love  at  first  sight  and  Doctor  Blair  was  re¬ 
joiced  to  receive  the  son  [grandson  we  must 
believe]  of  his  old  friend  as  his  daughter’s 
[granddaughter’s]  husband.  And  it  was  a  re¬ 
markable  fact  that  the  names  of  James  and 
Rebecca  had  descended  for  generations  back, 
Rebeca  Blair’s  mother  had  been  Rebeca  Mur¬ 
dock.  Her  mother  was  Rebeca  Hood.  Her 
mother  had  been  Rebeca  McDougle,  and  her 
mother  Rebeca  Murray. 

James  St.  Clair  had  a  sonless  home.  None 
to  bear  the  name  of  James.  Five  daughters 
were  born  to  the  house  of  St.  Clair.  Two  of 
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them  died  young.  Of  the  other  three,  his  oldest 
and  youngest  were  our  Paternal  and  Maternal 
Grandmothers — (Frances  Eleanor  St.  Clair 
and  Rebecca  St.  Clair).  Of  the  loved  ones  left 
in  Newton  Stewart,  the  father,  James  St. 
Clair  [son  of  the  James  born  in  1690  we 
must  believe]  had  died.  He  and  his  wife  lived 
with  his  favorite  daughter,  Rebecca,  their 
youngest  child.  She  had  married  Joseph  Eakins, 
the  son  of  Wm.  Eakins  and  Margaret  Bu¬ 
chanan  a  close  relative  of  James  Buchanan, 
ex-President.*  Also  he  Joseph  Eakins  was 
related  closely  to  William  Eakins,  once  gov¬ 
ernor  of  South  Carolina — [we  believe  this  to 
have  been  merely  a  conjecture  by  Mrs.  Van- 
dergrift].  After  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Rebecca  St.  Clair  came  to  Philadelphia  to 
visit  friends  and  to  spend  some  time  with  her 
daughter,  Frances  E.  Ross,  fully  intending  to 
return  to  Ireland.  But  she  became  acquainted 
with  a  Presbyterian  minister  (William  Camp¬ 
bell)  who  was  a  childless  widower,  and  he 
prevailed  upon  her  to  become  his  wife. 

In  addition  to  the  Episcopalian  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  parish  of  Ardstraw,  there  was 
a  Presbyterian  congregation  in  the  par¬ 
ish.  The  Presbyterian  Historical  Society 
of  Ireland  reports  that  it  is  without 

*  We  find  nothing  to  support  the  idea  of  any  near 
relationship  to  President  Buchanan. 


knowledge  of  the  present  existence  of  the 
vital  records  of  this  congregation.  As  to 
the  Eakins  family  in  Newtown  Stewart, 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  it  is  of  record  there — 
one  instance  being  the  will  of  George 
Eakins  of  Newtown  Stewart  late  of  Or¬ 
ange,  dated  December  13,  1789,  proved 
March  25,  1790,  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
at  Dublin.  He  bequeaths  to  Jane,  wife  of 
John  Alexander,  a  house  in  Newtown 
Stewart,  and  a  farm  in  the  townland  of 
Urblereagh;  to  John  son  of  John  Eakins, 
deceased,  a  house  in  Newtown  Stewart 
called  “Sterling’s  tenement,”  and  a  farm 
in  Gramp;  to  Alexander  Eakins  a  tene¬ 
ment  in  Newtown  Stewart,  and  a  farm  in 
Lisslap;  to  Elizabeth  and  Isabella  Eakins 
£100  each;  to  Charles  Eakins  £12  yearly 
for  life;  residue  to  the  executor  Jacob 
Alexander;  witnesses  Samuel  Ewing, 
Charles  Sproule,  Robert  Kerr.  The  mar¬ 
riage  license  bonds  of  the  diocese  of 
Derry,  of  which  there  is  no  index,  were 
not  searched.  We  know  not  whether  the 
Ross-St.  Clair  and  the  Eakins— St.  Clair 
marriages  were  by  license  or  banns.  If 
performed  at  Newtown  Stewart,  they  are 
not  recorded  in  the  Ardstraw  parish 
church. 


Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  of  Ireland 

and  Ohio 


Frances  eleanor  (st. 

CLAIR)  ROSS  came  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  with  her  husband  and 
their  first  children,  in  the  ship  Nancy ,  in 


1783,  removing  twelve  years  later  to 
Ohio.  Afterward  her  sister  Rebecca  (St. 
Clair)  Eakins,  husband,  and  children  fol¬ 
lowed  from  Ireland.  The  Vandergrift 
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statement  that  their  widowed  mother,  Re¬ 
becca  (Blair)  St.  Clair,  when  aged,  also 
came  to  Philadelphia  and  Ohio,  follows: 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Rebecca 
Blair  St.  Clair  came  to  Philadelphia  to  visit 
friends  and  to  spend  some  time  with  her 
daughter  Frances  E.  Ross,  fully  intending  to 
return  to  Ireland.  But  she  became  acquainted 
with  a  Presbyterian  minister,  William  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  was  a  childless  widower,  and  he  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  her  to  become  his  wife. 

Proof  that  this  visit  to  America  oc¬ 
curred  before  1800;  of  this  marriage  of 
our  ancestress  j  and  of  her  removal  with 
her  second  husband  to  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair) 
Ross,  at  Newmarket,  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  is  found  in  the  will  of  her  second 
husband: 

[ Chillicothe ,  Ross  County ,  Ohio.  Probate 

Court  Proceeding  No.  A.  Case  No.  1242]'. 

(Original  will  of  William  Campbell) 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN.  I 
William  Campbell  of  New  Market  being 
weak  in  Body  and  Strength  but  sound  in  Judg¬ 
ment  and  Memory  doth  Make  this  my  last  will 
and  testiment.  I  do  lave  my  Soul  to  God  who 
give  it  and  who  is  the  Author  of  all  my  Bless¬ 
ing  and  Next  I  do  Will  and  Bequeath  all  my 
Esteat  Real  and  personally  goods  and  chatties 
to  My  Beloved  Wife  Rebecca  Campbell,  only 
twenty  Pounds  Pennsylvania  Corency  to  Re¬ 
becca  McFarland  Either  at  the  Death  of  My 
Wife  or  at  the  Marriage  of  said  Rebecca  Mc¬ 
Farland  Also  all  the  Money  that  is  Coming  to 
me  from  Pennsylvania  Both  my  Vendue 
Money  &  James  Eakins  Money  I  do  will  and 
Bequeath  to  Rebecca  My  Wife  and  as  soon 
as  Oliver  Ross  Doth  pay  to  Rebeca  Campbell 
My  Wife  one  Hundred  Dollars  with  Interest 
from  the  Date  I  do  Allow  him  my  right  and 


title  of  the  Hundred  Acres  of  land  that  I 
Bought  from  Joseph  Kerr,  Esqr.  and  I  doth 
will  and  Anominate  Rebecca  my  Wife  to  be 
Executrix  and  Oliver  Ross  Executor  over  my 
Estate  in  testimony  Whereof  I  do  sign  my 
hand  and  seal  this  19th  day  of  January  1803. 

William  Campbell 

In  Presents  of  Sam’l  Evans  Robert  Huston 
John  Emery  St.  Clair  Ross 

At  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  Continued 
and  held  for  Ross  County  Ohio  28th  of  Dec. 
1803  this  Last  Will  and  testament  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Campbell  dec’d  was  exhibited  into  Court 
and  proved  by  the  oath  of  St.  Clair  Ross  and 
John  Emery,  two  of  the  Subscribing  Witnesses 
thereto  &  ordered  to  be  recorded.  On  Motion 
of  Oliver  Ross  the  Executor  therein  named  he 
having  taken  the  necessary  oaths  and  given 
Bond  &  security  according  to  Law  &  Probate 
of  the  said  Will  in  due  form  is  granted  him 
Attest  John  McDougal  Cl.  Cur. 

(The  following  paper,  in  the  handwriting  of 
Oliver  Ross,  is  filed  with  the  will  of  William 
Campbell) : 

Febry  20th  1804  Mr  McDougal  Sir  please 
to  give  the  Bearer  Mr  Woods  a  Coppy  of  the 
will  of  Wm  Campbell  that  I  had  Recorded  at 
the  last  Coart  and  pleas  to  Attest  it  and  put  the 
County  Seale  to  it  and  he  will  pay  you  for  your 
trouble  Your  Compliance  in  this  will  Much 
oblige  your  &c  Oliver  Ross 

[Addressed] :  John  McDoogal  Esqr  Chilli- 
coth 

Of  the  four  witnesses  to  the  will  of 
William  Campbell,  Robert  Huston  and 
John  Emery  were  sons-in-law,  and  St. 
Clair  Ross,  the  immigrant  from  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  a  son  of  Oliver  Ross.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  28,  1803,  Oliver  Ross  filed  in  the 
probate  court  of  Ross  County,  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  his  bond  as  executor  of  the  estate  of 
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William  Campbell.  [ Proceeding  C,  Case 
No.  1242.]  The  other  bondsmen  were  St. 
Clair  Ross  and  John  Emery.  That  the 
aged  William  Campbell  and  his  wife  had 
arrived  at  Newmarket  before  1800,  is 
shown  by  an  entry  on  page  155  of  Order 
Book  Territorial  Court  1798,  1800 ,  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Ross 
County,  Ohio:  “Wm  Campbell  vs  James 
Johnston  for  the  recovery  of  a  watch.  De¬ 
fendant  arrested  in  December  1798.  Ver¬ 
dict  rendered  in  January,  1799,  for  plain¬ 
tiff,  $45.”  The  last  record  we  have  of  the 
twice  widowed  Rebecca  (Blair)  St.  Clair- 
Campbell,  is  that  of  her  third  marriage, 
on  page  23  of  the  Marriage  Record  from 
1803  to  1 805  in  the  Probate  Court  at 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  as  follows: 

September  4th  1804.  I  do  hereby  certify 
that  after  due  order  of  law  on  the  28th  of 
June  last  the  Marriage  Cerremony  was  cele¬ 
brated  by  me  between  James  Mountain  &  Re- 
beccah  Campbell  of  the  Township  of  New 
Market  as  Witness  my  hand — 

John  Davidson 

Rebecca  died  in  the  winter  of  1805,  as  is 
stated  in  the  deposition  of  “Elizabeth 
Bairn,”  in  the  successful  suit  for  damages 
for  slander  by  Oliver  and  Frances  Elea¬ 
nor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  against  “George  W. 
Barrow”  and  wife  Abigal  and  “Jacob 
Beam.”  [ Highland  County  Court  of 
Common  Pleas ,  filed  papers,  Box  R, 
1805 •]  The  deposition  states  that  James 
Mountain,  after  the  death  of  Rebecca, 
placed  her  effects  in  the  house  of  the 
deponent,  and  that  Oliver  Ross  “came 
and  said  that  he  was  the  soal  hair  and 
Executor  of  the  whole  Estait  of  William 
Cambel,  and  he  ordered  William  L. 


Skinner,  Constabal,  to  Saise  thais  goods 
that  had  been  brought  there  by  Jaims 
Mountan  etc.”  Rebecca  (Blair)  St.  Clair- 
Campbell-Mountain  was  buried  at  New¬ 
market.  Doubtless  she  was  aged  near  to 
eighty  years  at  death.  Her  grandson, 
St.  Clair  Ross,  was  then  aged  twenty- 
three  years,  and  his  wife,  Rebecca 
(Eakins)  Ross,  her  granddaughter,  was 
of  about  the  same  age  at  the  death  of  their 
grandmother  in  1805.  It  was  these  two 
grandchildren  of  Rebecca  (Blair)  St. 
Clair-Campbell-Mountain  who  supplied 
the  information  about  the  Ross  and  St. 
Clair  families  to  their  daughter,  Addie 
Eliza  (Ross)  Vandergrift.  One  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  absence  at  Newtown  Stewart, 
Ireland,  of  vital  records  of  St.  Clairs  and 
Eakins  in  the  registers  of  the  parish 
church  at  Ardstraw,  is  that  one,  at  least,  of 
the  two  emigrant  sisters  St.  Clair,  daugh¬ 
ters  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Blair)  St. 
Clair,  namely,  Rebecca  (St.  Clair) 
Eakins,  joined  in  Ireland  a  church  that 
kept  no  records.  The  Vandergrift  manu¬ 
script  explains  this: 

During  the  great  religious  excitement  which 
swept  over  the  British  Islands,  Rebecca  St. 
Clair  Eakins  embraced  Methodism  under  the 
preaching  of  Charles  Wesley.  Her  husband 
and  relatives  were  horrified  as  she  had  been 
raised  strictly  to  the  Church  of  England.  She 
laid  aside  her  jewels  and  fine  wearing  apparel. 
She  burned  her  handsomely  bound  novels, 
combed  back  her  curls,  and  devoted  her  time 
to  the  church.  Her  husband  for  quite  a  while 
had  had  views  of  America,  but  she  had  feared 
the  voyage.  But  now,  he  thought,  was  the 
time,  and  finally  he  prevailed  on  her  to  leave 
her  green  island  home.  She  longed  to  meet  her 
mother  and  sister,  and  yet  had  a  dread  of  the 
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ocean.  In  the  spring  of  1801  they  embarked 
for  America.  They  encountered  a  terrible 
storm  the  first  day  and  came  near  being 
wrecked.  Their  passage  was  a  long  one  of 
many  weeks  duration.  Finally  they  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  and  remained  some  time.  They 
then  spent  some  weeks  at  Stony  Batter,  with 
the  father  of  President  James  Buchanan,  who 
was  a  close  relative.  After  that  they  located  in 
Pittsburg  and  remained  a  year  before  they 
would  venture  down  the  river.  Their  dread  of 
Indians  was  very  great.  All  travel  was  still  on 
fiat  boats,  and  finally,  when  several  boats  were 
coming  out  together,  a  goodly  number  of  men, 
the  river  being  in  fine  stage,  Joseph  Eakins 
joined  the  party  with  his  family  and  came  to 
Manchester  [Ohio],  where  they  remained  un¬ 
til  they  could  get  word  to  Oliver  Ross,  and  he 
and  his  sons  met  them  with  wagons  of  rude 
construction  [coming  from  Newmarket  to 
Manchester] . 

As  to  Rebecca  St.  Clair,  wife  of  Jo¬ 
seph  Eakins,  the  manuscript  adds  that 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  at  New¬ 
market: 

long  before  he  was  an  old  man,  his  wife  then 
came  to  her  daughter,  the  wife  of  St.  Clair 
Ross,  where  she  died  before  she  was  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life.  .  .  .  She  had  a  retentive 

memory  and  was  rich  in  reminiscences  of  her 
Irish  home.  One  event  she  prided  in  was  her 
baptism  by  Dr.  Thomas  Coke*  (who  died  at 
sea  though  he  had  predicted  that  he  would 

*  He  was  born  in  1747-  In  *777  he  left  the 
Church  of  England  to  become  a  Methodist  preacher. 
In  1782  he  preached  in  Ireland,  and  became  the  first 
president  of  the  Irish  Methodist  Conference;  came  to 
America  in  1784;  ordained  Francis  Asbury  as  dea¬ 
con  and  elder;  returned  to  Ireland  in  1791-  “He  set 
sail  from  Portsmouth  (England)  in  the  Cabalva 
December  30,  1813;  six  days  after  passing  the  island 
of  Galega  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  he  was  found  dead  of 
apoplexy  in  his  cabin.”  [ Dictionary  of  National  Bi¬ 
ography,  XI,  147.] 


not).  She  remembered  the  Irish  insurrection 
of  1798,  and  she  frequently  saw  them  take 
the  prisoners  through  to  Omagh  sitting  on 
their  coffins.  She  remembered  her  father  taking 
her  to  the  city  hall  to  see  Wm  Riley*  when  he 
was  passing  through  Newton.  He  was  dressed 
in  full  scarlet  uniform  and  a  lace  with  gold 
trappings,  a  perfect  specimen  of  manly  beauty. 

Our  Scottish-Irish  ancestress,  Frances 
Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross,  first  met  Oliver 
Ross  in  the  city  of  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
married  him  about  1774,  came  with  him 
and  their  first  children  in  the  ship  Nancy 
to  Philadelphia  in  1783.  They  settled, 
shortly  afterward,  between  Lewistown 
and  Huntingdon  on  the  Juniata  River, 
then  in  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  re¬ 
moving  in  1 795  to  Manchester  on  the  Ohio 
River,  and  two  years  later  to  the  place 
they  were  instrumental  in  founding — 
Newmarket,  then  in  Ross  County,  North¬ 
west  Territory,  now  in  Highland  County, 
Ohio.  They  removed  again  in  18 11  to 
what  afterward  became  Sugartree  Ridge 
in  the  same  county,  where  they  both  died. 
The  incident  of  her  meeting  with  her  dis¬ 
tant  relative,  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  at 
Lewistown,  Pennsylvania,  is  related  by 
Mrs.  Vandergrift,  whose  father,  St.  Clair 
Ross,  as  a  boy,  was  present  at  that  inter¬ 
view: 

’Squire  Oliver  Ross  kept  a  tavern  and  it  was 
the  stopping  place  of  many  noted  men  who 
would  often  ride  far  into  the  night  to  reach 
Ross’s  inn.  The  Ross  family  had  quite  a  joke 
on  the  wife  and  mother  during  their  residence 
in  Pennsylvania.  One  evening  a  party  of  four 
rode  up  to  stop  over  night.  They  were  army 
officers  going  to  the  frontier.  One  was  an 

*  The  Story  of  Willie  Riley,  this  same  unfor¬ 
tunate  young  Irishman,  is  in  print. 
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elderly  man  with  a  long  queue  down  his  back. 
The  others  were  much  younger,  one  of  them 
a  mere  lad.  While  the  daughters  of  the  house 
were  preparing  supper,  Mrs.  Ross  was  busily 
engaged  with  her  sewing.  She  called  out  “St. 
Clair,  mend  the  fire  and  close  the  door!”  She 
saw  the  old  gentleman  get  up  and  fix  the  fire 
and  very  gently  shut  the  door.  But  in  a  few 
moments  she  spoke  again  rather  sharply:  “St. 
Clair,  go  for  a  bucket  of  water  and  be  quick 
about  it,  too!”  “Madam,”  said  the  old  man, 
“did  you  speak  to  me?”  “Oh,  no  sir.”  “Well, 
you  called  to  St.  Clair  to  mend  the  fire  and 
close  the  door.  I  did  so.  My  name  is  St.  Clair, 
and  while  I  saw  you  were  a  well  raised  lady, 
I  thought  you  might  have  some  idea  of  me.” 
“Oh,  no,  it  was  my  son,  St.  Clair,  I  called  to.” 
So  all  parties  had  a  big  laugh  over  the  mistake. 
He  was  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  afterwards 
governor  of  this  territory.  In  the  morning 
when  saying  good  by  to  all  the  young  lad  was 
the  last  to  take  his  leave.  Mrs.  Ross  kissed  the 
boy  and  putting  her  hand  on  his  head  she 
blessed  him  again  and  again,  telling  him  for 
his  mother’s  sake  she  hoped  he  would  return 
safe.  He  told  her  he  would  never  forget  her, 
that  he  would  always  think  of  good  Mother 
Ross.  That  lad  rose  to  fame  in  the  army.  He 
was  General  W.  O.  Butler,  the  hero  of  three 
wars. 

Many  long,  long  years  had  passed  away 
and  the  lad,  Butler,  was  an  old  white  haired 
man.  He  was  stumping  the  state  of  Kentucky 
for  governor.  He  spoke  at  Smithland.  St.  Clair 
Ross  and  wife  were  there  on  a  visit  to  their 
oldest  son,  J.  W.  Ross,  who  was  chairman  of 
the  meeting  and  also  entertained  the  general. 
After  introducing  his  parents  the  old  hero, 
Butler,  remarked  “I  never  hear  the  name  of 
Ross  but  it  brings  to  my  mind  an  amusing  in¬ 
cident  that  took  place  at  the  wayside  inn  when 
I  was  a  stripling  Boy,”  and  he  told  the  joke 
about  General  St.  Clair  mending  the  fire  and 
shutting  the  door.  “But  when  the  order  next 


came,  ‘Go  for  a  bucket  of  water  and  go 
quickly,’  spoken  in  a  rather  authoritative  tone, 
the  old  gentleman  looked  surprised,  but  when 
he  spoke  and  explanations  followed,  all  par¬ 
ties  laughed  heartily  at  the  mistake.  That  dear 
old  lady,  I  will  never  forget  her.”  “Well,” 
said  St.  Clair  Ross,  “you  don’t  look  much  like 
the  rosy  cheeked  boy  my  mother  kissed.”  “Your 
mother,”  said  Butler,  “can  it  be  possible  that 
you  are  one  of  that  family  we  met  on  the 
wild  frontier?”  “Yes,  sir,  I  am  the  very  St. 
Clair  my  mother  told  to  do  her  chores.”  They 
spent  a  happy  evening  together.  Then  the  Gen¬ 
eral  had  to  go  to  his  next  speaking  place.  .  .  . 
Oliver  and  Frances  E.  Ross  lived  to  be  old 
and  full  of  years.  They  died  close  together. 

The  records  of  their  children  are  given 
in  the  Ross  chapter.  Frances  Eleanor  (St. 
Clair)  Ross  is  recorded  in  the  land  rec¬ 
ords  of  Highland  County,  Ohio,  in  1810, 
1811,  1816,  and  1826  as  selling  with  her 
husband  various  tracts  of  land  at  New¬ 
market  and  Sugartree  Ridge.  In  1805  she 
brought  a  suit  against  “Abigal  Barrow  in 
custody  &c.,  of  a  plea  of  trespass  on  the 
case.”  This  was  tried  in  connection  with  a 
similar  suit  by  her  husband,  Oliver  Ross, 
against  the  husband  of  the  said  Abigal. 
The  verdict  was  for  the  plaintiffs.  [High¬ 
land  County ,  Court  of  Common  Pleas , 
filed  papers,  Box  R.  1805.]  Frances  is 
named  in  the  deposition  of  Elizabeth 
Bairn,  dated  February  6,  1806,  as  having 
been  present  with  her  sister,  Rebecca  (St. 
Clair)  Eakins,  at  the  house  of  James 
Mountain  in  Newmarket  at  the  time  of 
his  wife’s  (their  mother’s)  death,  Moun¬ 
tain  being  then  absent  from  home;  and 
that  while  there  these  two  ladies  exam¬ 
ined  some  of  the  effects  of  their  late  aged 
mother,  which  afterward  were  attached 
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by  Oliver  Ross,  acting  as  executor  of  his 
mother-in-law’s  last  husband: 

Said  deponent  saith  that  she  had  been  fre¬ 
quently  at  the  house  of  said  Jaims  Mountan 
for  thre  months  before  his  wife  died  and  saw 
these  saim  goods  that  the  said  Ros  [Oliver] 
hath  taken.  Said  Deponent  Saith  that  she  had 
always  understood  that  the  Said  goods  was  the 
property  of  said  Mountan  and  wife.  Said  de¬ 
ponent  saith  that  after  the  Deth  of  the  wife 
of  Said  Mountan  and  after  shee  was  dresed 
and  laid  by,  in  the  absence  of  Said  Mountan, 
that  Rebecca  Acken  went  to  the  Chest  and 
took  something  out  of  the  Chest  and  went  to 
the  Door  and  said  Fanny,  fanny,  fanny,  Come 
see  heer,  and  Frances  Ros  went  to  her  and 
looked  over  her  sholder  to  see  what  it  was. 

This  ineffective  deposition,  not  mate¬ 
rial  to  the  Ross-Barrow  suit,  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  defendant,  in  default  of  a 
better  defense,  in  an  attempt  to  show  that 
Oliver  Ross  was  a  man  who  sometimes 
acted  in  a  high-handed  manner  without 
due  warrant  of  law.  The  final  record  of 
Frances  Eleanor  (St.  Clair)  Ross  in  Ohio 
is  filed  in  box  R,  1824—1834,  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  at  Hillsboro,  Highland 
County: 


I,  Frances  E.  Ross,  widow  of  Oliver  Ross 
late  of  Highland  County  dec’d,  do  hereby  re¬ 
linquish  my  right  to  administer  on  the  estate 
of  my  said  deceased  husband  in  favour  of  my 
son  Josiah  Ross.  Witness  my  hand  this  1st  day 
of  August  A.D.  1827. 

her 

Frances  X  Ross 
mark 

Test.  Jno.  Smith 

[The  witness,  John  Smith,  married  Sarah 
Wadman,  daughter  of  James  Wadman  who 
knew  Oliver  and  Frances  (St.  Clair)  Ross  in 
Ireland  and  came  to  America  and  married  a 
“member”  of  their  family.] 

The  aged  widow  died  December  22, 
1829,  at  Sugartree  Ridge,  and  is  buried  at 
Newmarket  beside  her  husband,  Oliver, 
who  had  died  March  17,  1827,  at  Sugar- 
tree  Ridge.  Their  gravestones,  now  illegi¬ 
ble,  were  near  the  Eakins  lot  on  the  west¬ 
ern  side  of  the  cemetery.  To  her  descend¬ 
ants  the  history,  The  Saint-Clairs  of  the 
Isles ,  by  R.  W.  Saint-Clair,  should  prove 
entertaining,  since  it  is  far  from  impos¬ 
sible  that  she  was  descended  from  the 
ancient  Earls  of  Caithness. 


Summary: 

(1)  James  St.  Clair  =  Mary  Ruthven  (Scotland) 

(2)  James  St.  Clair  =  Helen  Percival  (Scotland) 

(3)  James  St.  Clair  =  Agnes  Brooks  (Scotland) 

(4)  [James  St.  Clair]  =  Grames  Brewster  (Scotland  and  Ireland) 

(5)  James  St.  Clair  =  Rebecca  Blair  (Ireland) 

(6)  Frances  Eleanor  St.  Clair  =  Oliver  Ross  (Ireland  and  United  States) 


The  Elsberrys  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 


THE  history  of  the  Elsberry 
family  in  America  affords  an 
example  of  an  interesting  ex¬ 
hibit  in  the  study  of  family  names.  That 
is,  an  example  of  change  of  name,  for  the 
name  of  the  first  American  ancestor  in  the 
male  line  was  not  Elsberry  at  all,  but 
Walbach.  As  we  shall  see,  the  name  of 
Elsberry  was  taken  from  the  family  name 
of  the  wife  of  this  first  known  ancestor  in 
America.  We  are  so  accustomed  to  the 
idea  of  a  fixed  surname  inherited  from 
the  direct  paternal  line  that  an  example 
of  a  family  name  derived,  on  the  basis  of 
proved  legitimacy,  from  an  ancestress 
may  give  some  of  the  descendants  a  sur¬ 
prise.  However,  instances  of  the  kind  are 
readily  found  if  one  looks  into  the  matter. 
The  reason  why  the  legitimate  sons  of  the 
lawfully-wedded  Christopher  and  Lydia 
(Elsberry)  Woolbark  came  to  bear  the 
surname  of  their  mother  was  solely  be¬ 
cause  of  the  early  death  of  their  father, 
the  mother’s  headship  of  the  family,  and 
the  sons’  preference  for  her  surname  as 
being  less  singular,  or  disagreeable,  than 
the  surname  of  their  German  father,  who 
died  when  they  were  too  young  to  re¬ 
member  him  afterward.  In  writing  upon 
metronymics  in  his  The  Romance  of 
Names ,  Ernest  Weekley  says: 

Bardsley  first  drew  attention  to  the  very 
large  number  of  surnames  derived  from  an 
ancestress.  His  views  have  been  subjected  to 
much  ignorant  criticism  by  writers  who,  taking 


upon  themselves  the  task  of  defending  me¬ 
dieval  virtue,  have  been  unwilling  to  accept 
this  terrible  picture  of  the  moral  condition  of 
England,  etc.  This  anxiety  is  misplaced.  There 
are  many  reasons,  besides  illegitimacy,  for  the 
adoption  of  the  mother’s  name.  In  medieval 
times  the  children  of  a  widow,  especially 
posthumous  children,  would  often  assume  the 
mother’s  name.  Widdowson  itself  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  common  .  .  .  metronymics  can  be 

collected  in  hundreds  by  anyone  who  cares  to 
work  through  a  few  early  registers. 

Further  examples  may  be  found  by 
those  interested  in  Phillimore  and  Fry’s 
book  on  Changes  of  Name.  One  will  re¬ 
call,  too,  the  rather  frequent  changes  of 
name  authorized  by  our  courts  on  petition 
of  persons  who  for  one  reason  or  another 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  names  they  have 
inherited.  Indeed  under  the  English 
Common  Law  a  person  is  at  liberty  to  use 
any  name  he  fancies,  so  long  as  the  change 
is  not  made  to  cover  fraud.  We  see,  then, 
that  the  adoption  of  the  mother’s  name 
by  the  children  of  Christopher  Walbach, 
the  first  American  ancestor  of  our  Els¬ 
berry  family,  need  not  surprise  us  or  make 
us  feel  the  need  of  any  other  explanation 
than  their  preference  for  an  English 
name,  living  as  they  did  in  an  English- 
speaking  community. 

The  first  mention  of  Christopher  Wal¬ 
bach  is  found  in  the  records  of  St.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  Church,  Bohemia  Manor,  Cecil 
County,  Maryland,  but  there  is  record  of 
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an  Engelbertus  Wallbach  in  New  York 
City  as  early  as  1710.  Since  Engelbertus 
and  Christopher  are  the  only  two  immi¬ 
grants  of  the  name  known ;  since  Engel¬ 
bertus  went  to  Wilmington,  Delaware  j 
and  since  Bohemia  Manor  was  settled 
largely  by  persons  from  New  York,  it 
seems  safe  to  assume,  though  Christopher 
Walbach  is  not  mentioned  in  the  records 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  New  York, 
that  Engelbertus  and  Christopher  were 
kinsmen,  and  that  both  came  to  New  York 
with  the  Germans  from  the  Palatinate 
about  1710.  It  is  possible  that  Christopher 
was  a  son  of  Engelbertus  by  a  marriage 
contracted  earlier  than  the  marriage  to 
Anna  Barbara  Dippels  October  16,  17 10. 
He  is  called  a  widower  in  the  record  of 
this  second  marriage  5  and,  as  after  his 
death,  she  married,  secondly,  a  man  born 
in  1670,  it  is  probable  that  her  first  hus¬ 
band  was  old  enough  to  have  had  the  son 
Christopher  born  by  1695,  who  married 
in  1714. 

The  name  Walbach  is  found  in  the 
Rhine  provinces  of  Germany.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  the  family  is  of  Huguenot  an¬ 
cestry,  for  the  name  is  found  also  in 
France,  and  many  French  Protestants 
found  a  refuge  in  Germany  from  reli¬ 
gious  persecution  both  before  and  after 
St.  Bartholomew’s  day  in  1572,  and  it  is 
generally  understood  that  many  of  the 
immigrants  who  came  in  this  group  under 
Pastor  Kocherthal  were  of  Huguenot 
birth,  parentage,  or  ancestry.  However, 
after  the  Thirty-years  War,  the  Palati¬ 
nate  became  subject  to  the  Catholic  House 
of  Neuberg,  and  Protestants  were  soon 
subjected  to  intolerable  persecution.  This 
led  to  an  extensive  emigration  by  way  of 


England  to  New  York.  In  1708  and 
1709,  twelve  or  thirteen  thousand,  on  the 
invitation  of  Queen  Anne,  came  to  Lon¬ 
don.  Some  four  thousand  of  them  sailed 
from  London,  December  25,  1709,  in  ten 
ships.  On  the  passage  and  shortly  after 
their  arrival,  1,700  of  them  died.  They 
reached  New  York  in  June,  17 10,  and 
encamped  in  tents  on  Governor’s  Island. 
In  succeeding  years  others  followed.  Most 
of  them,  perhaps,  settled  along  the  upper 
Hudson  and  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  Some 
found  their  way  to  the  German  settle¬ 
ments  in  Pennsylvania.  Many  remained  in 
New  York,  where  there  had  been  German 
settlers  from  an  early  date,  and  where  the 
Rev.  Justus  Falckner  was  pastor  of  St. 
Matthew’s  Church,  the  oldest  Lutheran 
church  in  America.  In  the  register  of  this 
church  kept  by  Pastor  Falckner,  we  find 
the  following  records  relating  to  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Engelbertus  Wallbach: 

[Marriage  Record,  of  Rev.  Justus  Falckner. 

The  nineteenth  entry — translated]  : 

1710.  Oct.  -  Engelbertus  Wallabach 

and  Antje  Dipples,  after  three  proclamations 
at  New  York.  [Antje  is  the  Dutch  form  of 
Anna,  Anne.] 

(With  the  eighty-seventh  entry,  dated  in 
1732,  the  original  record  begins  again  with 
1704,  and  many  of  the  items  are  duplicates  of 
the  preceding,  with  additional  information,  as 
is  true  of  the  record  of  the  Wallbach  marriage, 
viz.) : 

[The  one  hundred  eleventh  entry — trans¬ 
lated]  : 

1710.  Oct.  15.  Engelbertus  Wallbach, 
widower,  and  Anna  Barbara  Dippels,  Y.D., 
after  three  proclamations  at  New  York. 
[Y.D. — young  dame.] 
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[Translation]  Baptismal  Register  of  the 
Christian  Protestant  Lutheran  Congregation  at 
New  York,  Nova  Caesarea,*  Albany,  and 
Other  Places  Belonging  Thereto  in  North 
America.  By  Rev.  Justus  Falckner. 

[The  one  hundred  forty-second  entry,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  baptisms  of  “German  children 
of  the  German  wonder-fleet  ( wonder 
vloote)  which  arrived  here.”  Translation]  : 
17 1 1,  Sept.,  at  N.Y.,  at  the  house  of  Hannes 
Koster,  b[orn]  at  Couneck,  L.I.,  July  11, 
Adolphus,  child  of  Engelbert  Wallbach  and 
wife  Anna  Barbara.  Witnesses:  Hannes  Kos- 
terf  and  wife  Magdalena 

The  idea  that  Anna  Barbara  Dippels, 
like  the  Wallbachs,  came  in  the  “German 
wonder-fleet”  in  17 10  is  sustained  by  the 
fact  that  she  was  a  sponsor,  immediately 
after  the  arrival  at  New  York  of  the  ships 
from  London,  at  the  baptism  by  Pastor 
Falckner  at  the  Lutheran  church  of  a 
child  born  on  that  long  voyage  three 
months  prior  to  the  arrival  at  New  York, 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  record: 

[Baptismal  Register  of  the  Christian  Protes¬ 
tant  Lutheran  Congregation — the  one  hun¬ 
dred  seventeenth  entry — translated]  : 

Anna  Elisabeth,  b.  March  4,  on  the  Ocean, 
d.  of  Niclas  Haas  and  wife  Sabina.  Witness: 
Anna  Barbara  Dippels. 

The  minister  in  Germany  who  took 
charge  of  the  emigrants  from  the  Palati¬ 
nate,  went  with  them  in  1708  to  Holland, 
and  then  to  England  where  Queen  Anne 
of  England  provided  passages  to  New 
York  for  three  thousand  of  them,  was  the 
Rev.  Julius  Kocherthal.  He  came  to 

*  New  Jersey. 

f  Johannes  Koster  of  New  York,  had  a  wife  Mag¬ 
dalena  and  son  Hans. 


America  with  them,  and  kept  a  record  of 
the  marriages  among  these  people.  He 
settled  in  Ulster  County,  New  York.  His 
record  gives  the  names  of  the  places  in 
Germany  from  which  the  Wallbachs 
came,  thus  adding  valuable  data  not 
found  in  the  register  of  the  Lutheran 
church  of  New  York  City.  It  seems  that 
Kocherthal  performed  the  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  (translation): 

Marriages.  1710 — Oct.,  16.  Engelbertus 
Wolbach,  widower,  from  the  County  of  Neu- 
stadt,  duchy  of  Mark  in  the  sovereignty  of 
Brandenburg,  and  Anna  Barbara,  daughter  of 
the  late  Philipp  Dippel  of  Flammborn,  county 
of  Alzey  in  the  Palatinate. 

The  family  of  Engelbertus  Wallbach 
removed  to  Wilmington,  Delaware,  after 
a  sojourn  of  some  three  or  four  years  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  York.  The  bap¬ 
tism  of  a  child,  Peter,  born  September  25, 
1714,  is  recorded  in  the  register  of  Old 
Swedes’  (Holy  Trinity)  Church,  Wil¬ 
mington,  under  date  of  October  3?  I7I4* 
The  record  of  Engelbertus’  burial  also 
appears  in  this  register,  page  226  (trans¬ 
lation):  “Burials  1715,  Albertus  Wal- 
back,  buried  April  4th.”  His  widow  mar¬ 
ried  Anders  Stalcop,  a  widower,  May  23, 
1717.  Three  children  of  this  second  mar¬ 
riage  are  of  record.  The  registers  of  Holy 
Trinity  Church  contain  records  relating  to 
Adolf  and  Peter  Walbach,  sons  of  Engel¬ 
bertus,  and  through  them  the  name,  vari¬ 
ously  spelled,  has  been  continued  prob¬ 
ably  to  the  present  day. 

Bohemia  Manor,  where  we  first  find 
Christopher  Walbach  of  record,  is  some 
twenty  miles  from  Wilmington.  It  was 
settled  about  1661  by  Augustine  Herman, 
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who  received  in  1660  a  patent  for  the 
manor,  including  about  20,000  acres, 
from  Lord  Baltimore  as  a  reward  for  his 
making  a  map  of  the  province  of  Mary¬ 
land.  Herman  was  born  in  Prague  in  Bo¬ 
hemia  about  1621.  He  came  over  to  the 
New  Netherland  about  1643  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company.  In 
1659  he  was  sent  by  Governor  Stuyvesant 
to  Maryland  to  protest  against  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  one  Colonel  Utie  on  the  South 
(Delaware)  River.  This  mission  led  to  his 
preparing  the  map  for  Lord  Baltimore 
and  to  his  settlement  at  Bohemia.  Abso¬ 
lute  religious  freedom  prevailed  on  the 
manor,  and  in  1682  he  welcomed  the 
Labadists,  giving  them  3,750  acres  of 
land  for  their  community.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Governor’s  Council,  and  an  In¬ 
dian  Commissioner.  He  died  in  1686, 
after  a  most  interesting  and  remarkable 
career.  Just  what  led  Engelbertus  and 
Christopher  Walbach  to  leave  New  York 
and  settle  in  Delaware  and  Maryland,  re¬ 
spectively,  does  not  appear,  but  from  the 
earliest  days  of  the  colony,  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  settlement  on  the  Hudson  and 
the  settlement  on  the  Delaware  had  been 
close.  The  first  record  we  find  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Walbach  appears  in  the  register 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Parish,  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  preserved  in  the  library  of  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society  (I,  46): 

Godfrit  Woolbark  son  of  Christopher 
Woolbark  and  Lydey  his  wife  was  born  the 
29th  day  of  Augst  1715.  Christopher  Wool¬ 
bark  sonn  of  Ditto,  born  the  13th  day  of 
March  1718. 

It  is  a  question  whether  the  son  bap¬ 
tized  under  the  German  Christian  name 


of  “Godfrit”  (who  is  never  again  of  rec¬ 
ord  as  Godfrit)  and  the  son  Frederick 
(who  is  repeatedly  of  record  after  the 
baptism  of  Godfrit)  were  not  the  same 
person.  It  is  quite  conceivable  that  God¬ 
frit  might  have  been  familiarly  called 
Fred  and  even  Frederick,  more  happily 
than  God  or  Godfrit. 

Godfrit  (Godfrith,  Godfred,  etc.,)  was 
not  a  common  Anglo-Saxon  name.  It  rep¬ 
resents  the  Old  German  Godafnd  &c.,  and 
modern  German  Gottfried.  It  is  from  the  Old 
Saxon,  Old  English  and  Old  Dutch  god 
equalling  Old  High  German  goty  equalling 
Old  Norse  god ,  gud,  equalling  the  Gothic 
gufy  God,  a  god,  plus  the  Old  Saxon  and  Old 
English  frif-r  (found  in  Gothic  only  in 
Frifareik-s — the  equal  of  Friedrich  equalling 
Frederick). 

In  view  of  this  derivation  and  meaning 
given  on  pages  153  and  167  of  Surnames 
of  the  United  Kingdom  (Henry  Harri¬ 
son),  and  that  this  family  resided  among 
English  people  in  Maryland,  and  in  view 
of  the  likelihood  of  the  boy’s  disliking  the 
name  of  “Godfrit,”  as  he  certainly  disfa¬ 
vored  his  queerly  Anglicized  German  bap¬ 
tismal  surname,  “Woolbark”  (Wolbach), 
we  have  believed  it  advisable  to  mention 
the  possibility  that  the  boy  baptized  as 
Godfrit  came  to  be  called  Fred  and  more 
formally,  Frederick,  even  though  there  is 
no  real  record-proof  of  this  change  as  a 
change  itself.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
no  evidence  that  Godfrit  died,  or  that  an¬ 
other  son,  named  Frederick,  was  born}* 

*  Professor  Arthur  Adams,  of  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  suggests  that  Godfrit  and 
Frederick  are  not  the  same  person.  He  is  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  Frederick  was  born  before  Godfrit  (nothing 
being  known  as  to  the  date  of  the  marriage  of  the 
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and  Godfrit  is  the  first  born  son  of  record, 
while  Frederick  appears,  later  on,  as  the 
eldest  son.  Both  Godfrit  and  Frederick 
could  not  have  been  the  eldest  son,  unless 
they  were  one  and  the  same  son;  and,  as 
the  same,  Frederick  would  have  been 
nearly  eighteen  years  of  age  at  his  mar¬ 
riage  on  February  23,  1732.  But  if  Fred¬ 
erick  be  considered  as  another  son,  born 
after  Godfrit,  then  he  would  have  been 
aged  but  sixteen  years  at  marriage,  at  the 
oldest. 

Another  son,  Benjamin,  also  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  records,  but  his  baptism  does 
not  appear  in  the  register  of  St.  Stephen’s 
Church.  The  records  of  the  baptism  of  the 
two  children,  Godfrit  and  Christopher, 
are  the  only  records  we  have  relating  to 
Christopher  Walbach,  Senior.  There  is 
no  record  of  his  marriage  to  Lydia,  and 
no  record  of  his  death.  That  her  maiden 
name  was  Elsberry,  rests  upon  the  fact 
that  she  calls  her  said  sons,  Frederick  and 
Christopher  Walbach,  Elsberry ,  and  these 
sons  adopted  that  name,  which  has  been 
ever  since  borne  by  their  descendants. 

The  Elsberry  family  has  been  located 
in  the  West  of  England,  in  the  six¬ 
teenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  but  we 
have  not  identified  there  her  parentage. 
There  was  in  the  neighborhood  wherein 
she  lived  in  Maryland  a  Thomas  Els¬ 
berry,  who  was  in  all  probability  a  kins¬ 
man,  particularly  so  as  it  is  improbable 
that  a  young  woman  would  be  found 
alone  in  Maryland  without  relatives  upon 

parents),  or  between  1715  and  1718,  the  dates  of 
baptism  of  Godfrit  and  Christopher.  He  calls  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  there  was  at  least  one  other 
son,  Benjamin,  for  whom  we  have  no  baptismal  rec¬ 
ord.  He  thinks  that  Godfrit  died  young. 


coming  from  England,  unless  she  was  a 
deported  criminal,  or  a  “redemptioner,” 
which  designations  do  not  apply  to  Lydia. 
After  the  death  of  Thomas  Elsberry, 
Lydia  declared  in  court  that  she  had  no 
relatives  in  America,  meaning  other  than 
her  sons.  Before  continuing  our  account 
of  Lydia  (Elsberry)  Walbach,  we  will 
relate  what  is  to  be  learned  of  this 
Thomas  Elsberry. 

He  first  becomes  of  record  in  Mary¬ 
land,  November  20,  1705,  when  the 
court  of  Talbot  County  gave  a  verdict 
in  his  favor  in  a  claim  filed  against  him 
by  Catherine  Cullen.  In  a  deposition 
made  January  4,  1708,  concerning  the 
nuncupative  will  of  William  Hadden,  he 
gave  his  age  as  twenty-nine  years.  He 
married  Margaret,  the  widow  of  this 
William  Hadden.  In  1719  he  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  'of  land  called  God- 
wood  Ridge  in  Queen  Anne’s  County.  He 
made  his  will  May  22,  1728.  The  date  of 
probate  is  given  as  May  7,  1728,  an  error 
probably  for  May  27,  1728.  He  leaves 
his  plantation  of  one  hundred  acres  to  his 
wife  Margaret  for  her  lifetime,  and  to 
her  son  Henry  Burt.  It  is  evident  from 
the  will  that  he  died  childless.  Though 
there  is  no  direct  evidence  in  Maryland 
of  relationship  to  Lydia  (Elsberry) 
Walbach,  the  presence  of  two  persons 
with  an  unusual  name  within  a  few  miles 
of  one  another,  raises  a  presumption  of 
kinship  strong  enough  to  warrant  this 
brief  reference  to  Thomas  Elsberry.  A 
clue  to  the  parentage  in  England  of  both 
Lydia  and  Thomas  Elsberry  of  Maryland 
may  come  through  further  evidence  in 
England  of  “Joseph  Elbrow”  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  record  (English  law  required  the 


n 


210 


The  Elsberrys  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 


probating  in  London  of  the  estates  of  per¬ 
sons  dying  at  sea) : 

[Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury ,  London , 

Administration  Act  Book  1709,  folio  229]  : 

Estate  of  Joseph  Elbrow,  late  of  Mary¬ 
land,  in  parts  beyond  the  sea,  deceased  in  the 
merchant  ship  “Dover.”  Administration 
granted  2  November  to  his  relict  Anne,  now 
wife  of  Richard  Eaton. 

(This  surname,  Elbrow,  is  a  contraction  of 
Elborough  (Oldbury)  derived  from  old  bor¬ 
ough  and,  like  Elsbury,  one  of  the  variants 
thereof). 

The  date  of  the  death  of  Christopher 
Walbach  is  unknown.  He  left  no  will, 
and  there  is  no  record  of  an  administra¬ 
tion  of  his  estate.  Doubtless  he  died 
within  the  decade  from  1720  to  1730.  His 
widow  married  Edmund  Tyler,  of  whom 
there  is  no  record  in  Cecil  County  other 
than  his  will  and  inventory: 

\Elkton,  Cecil  County ,  Maryland ,  Will  Book 

A. A.  No.  1 ,  p.  275]  : 

(The  will  of  Edmund  Tyler) 

I  Edmund  Tylor  of  Bohemia  mannor  in 
ye  Province  of  Maryland  being  throug  abun¬ 
dant  Mercey  &  Goodness  of  God  tho’  weake  in 
Body  yet  of  sound  &  perfect  Memory  &  un¬ 
derstanding  Do  constitute  this  my  last  Will  & 
Testament  &  desire  it  may  be  received  of  all 
as  shuch.  Imprimis,  I  most  humbly  bequeath 
my  Soul  to  God  my  Maker  beseeching  his 
most  gratious  Exceptance  of  itt,  as  for  my 
Buriall  I  diser  it  may  be  decant  without  Pomp 
or  State  at  y?  discretion  of  my  deare  Wife. 
Item.  I  give  unto  my  eldest  son  Fredrick  a 
bay  Coalt.  I  likewise  give  unto  my  Son 
Stauphel  a  young  Heffor  called  Grissel.  I  like¬ 
wise  give  to  my  son  Benjamin  a  Young  Heffor 
called  Nanne.  I  likewise  give  unto  Cattern 
Garty  a  young  Yearling  Heffor  called  Cherg. 

I  likewise  will  &  bequeath  unto  my  now  Wife 


Liddia  Tylor  all  the  Debts  that  is  due  to  me  & 
all  the  Mooveables  &  all  ye  Stock  with  all  ye 
Wheate  at  Home  &  abroad  &  Corn  that  is  & 
shall  be  planted  so  long  as  she  shall  keepe  in 
my  Name,  &  if  she  should  see  cause  to  mary, 
that  then  she  to  take  her  Plantation  &  Trunk 
of  Cloaths,  &  the  estate  to  fall  to  the  Children, 
&  that  to  be  equally  devided  among  them. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
Hand  &  Seale  this  twenty  second  Day  of  Aprill 
in  ye  yeare  of  our  Lord  Christ  Annoq.  Dom. 
1722 

Edmund  Tyler 

Witness:  Rene  Julien  William  Knares- 
h 

brough  WM  X  Stiles  John  Cage. 
m 

Proved  23  July,  1733. 

Although  Edmund  Tyler  speaks  of 
Frederick,  Stauphel  (the  Dutch  form  of 
Christopher),  and  Benjamin  as  his  sons, 
it  is  evident  that  they  were  stepsons,  i.e., 
children  of  his  wife  by  her  marriage  to 
Christopher  Walbach.  What  was  the  re¬ 
lationship,  if  there  was  any,  of  Cattern 
Garty  to  the  testator  or  to  the  Walbachs, 
does  not  appear.  The  expression  “take  her 
plantation”  suggests  that  Lydia  owned 
the  plantation  at  her  marriage,  though  of 
course  it  became  legally  the  property  of 
her  husband  on  marriage.  In  the  inven¬ 
tory  taken  August  9,  1733,  the  note  is 
made  that  the  widow  says  she  has  no 
kindred  in  this  country. 

That  it  was  easy  for  the  children  of 
Lydia  (Elsberry)  Walbach-Tyler  to 
abandon  the  name  Walbach,  is  suggested 
by  the  fact  that  at  least  one  of  the  sons, 
Frederick,  was  known  for  a  time  by  the 
name  of  Tyler.  Instances  of  children’s 
taking  the  name  of  a  stepfather  are  of 
course  not  unusual.  It  is  perhaps  some- 
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what  unusual  that  these  sons  of  Lydia 
Elsberry,  who  were  born  to  the  name 
Walbach,  should  be  known  for  a  time  by 
the  name  of  their  stepfather,  Edmund 
Tyler,  and  should  finally  adopt  the  fam¬ 
ily  name  of  their  mother.  One  can  hardly 
avoid  the  belief  that  it  was  done  deliber¬ 
ately  and  by  agreement.  The  widow  se¬ 
cured  for  herself  and  for  her  children  the 
plantation  by  a  new  lease  from  the  lord 
of  Bohemia  Manor.  Later  she  assigned  all 
her  right  in  it  to  her  son  Frederick.  In  the 
new  lease  made  in  1733,  the  son  Fred¬ 
erick  is  called  Frederick  Wolbough;  but 
in  the  assignment  made  in  17485  he  is 
spoken  of  as  Frederick  Ellsberry.  These 
documents  are  of  so  much  interest  and 
importance  that  they  are  here  introduced 
in  full: 

\Marylandy  Cecil  County ,  Deed  Book  S.K.  6 , 

p.  346.  Abstract.] 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June  Anno  Domini  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  thirty-three  BETWEEN 
Ephraim  Augustine  Herman  of  Cecil  County, 
Gent.,  .  .  .  and  Lydia  Tyler,  Widow,  and 
Frederick  Wolbough  and  Christopher  Wol¬ 
bough  of  said  County  of  the  other  part.  WIT¬ 
NESSETH  that  ...  for  the  yearly  Rents 
and  services  hereinafter  mentioned  .  .  .  the 
said  Ephraim  Augustine  Herman  doth  demise, 
lease  and  f armlet  and  set  unto  the  said  Lidia 
during  her  Natural  life,  &  to  the  said  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Christopher  after  her  decease,  a 
tennament  of  Land  being  part  of  Bohemia 
Manner.  BEGINNING  at  a  Marked  White 
Oak  being  a  bounded  Tree  of  Garret  Hyman’s 
land  Standing  on  the  North  side  of  the  Old¬ 
man’s  Path,  runing  thence  North  by  East  with 
sd  Hyman’s  line  192  perches,  to  a  post  Stand¬ 
ing  at  the  South  side  of  the  New  Castle  Road, 
thence  along  said  Road  and  binding  on  the 


same  South  89  degrees  East  94  perches  to  a 
bounded  White  Oak  of  George  Stiles  Tenemt 
Standing  at  the  North  side  of  aforesaid  Road, 
thence  North  25  degrees  Westerly  76  perches 
to  a  marked  Spanish  Oak,  then  South  1 1  de¬ 
grees  Westerly  no  perches  to  a  marked  Black 
Oak,  then  South  5  degrees  West  94  perches  to 
a  marked  Red  Oak  Standing  at  the  North  side 
of  abovesaid  Road  near  Old  Man’s  Path  and 
binding  on  the  same  (which  is  now  a  Main 
Road  leading  from  the  af’d  New  Castle  Road 
.to  the  Mill  at  the  head  of  Bohemia)  unto  the 
place  of  beginning  containing  ...  76  acres 
.  .  .TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  with  all 
buildings  and  improvements  thereon  etc.  .  .  . 
Yielding  and  paying  therefore  yearly  every  23 
day  of  November  ...  at  the  now  dwelling 
house  of  the  said  Ephraim  Augustine  Herman 
.  .  .  one  pound  ten  shillings  Silver  money  of 
Maryland  or  the  value  thereof  in  good  Mer¬ 
chantable  leaf  tobacco,  good  winter  wheat, 
Barley  or  Indian  corn  and  two  Dunghill 
fowls,  &  for  a  fine*  upon  every  alienation 
Sale  .  .  .  one  whole  Years  Rent;  and  if  the 
fine  be  unpaid  30  days  after  the  expiration  of 
any  year,  the  said  Herman  may  enter  and  hold 
as  formerly,  and  this  lease  shall  be  truly  void 
and  of  no  effect;  and  that  they  shall  not  nor 
will  not  commit  any  manner  of  Waste  or  spoil 
or  Sale  of  Timber  ...  but  in  anythings  be¬ 
have  and  demean  themselves  according  to  the 
known  and  usual  customs  of  Tennants  of 
Manners.  IN  TESTIMONY  whereof  the 
said  Parties  have  hereunto  Interchangeably  Set 
their  hands  and  Seals  the  day  and  year  first 
above  Written. 

Eph.  Augt.  Herman. 

In  presence  of  Susannah  Creagear,  John 
Nesson.  Recorded,  September  28,  1733- 

*  A  fine  was  the  heriot  collectable  by  a  lord  of  a 
manor  from  a  tenant  if  the  tenant  conveyed  to  any 
other  person  his  right  of  occupancy,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  death  of  a  tenant,  collectable  of  the  tenant 
succeeding  to  the  premises. 


212 


The  Elsherrys  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 


\Marylandj  Cecil  County ,  Deed  Book  7,  p. 

52.  An  exact  and  full  copy]  : 

The  following  assignment  is  annexed  to  a 
writing  purporting  a  Lease  from  Ephraim 
Augustine  Herman  to  Lydia  Tyler,  Frederick 
Wolbough  and  Christopher  Wolbough  (Re¬ 
corded  in  Liber  S.K.  No.  6,  pp.  142— 143*) 
the  same  being  one  of  the  Record  Books  for 
Cecil  County,  Vizt.  Know  all  Men  by  these 
Presents  that  I  Lydia  Tyler  for  and  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Sum  of  Four  Pounds  Mary¬ 
land  Currency  to  be  paid  to  me  annually  dur¬ 
ing  my  life  by  my  son  Frederick  his  heirs, 
Exrs.  or  Admrs  Do  assign  and  Make  over  to 
him  the  said  Frederick  Ellsberry  his  heirs 
Exrs.  Admrs  or  assigns  all  my  Right  Title 
Claim  Interest  and  Demand  to  the  Deed  of 
Lease  to  which  this  is  annexed  for  and  During 
the  Natural  Lives  therein  mentioned.  As  wit¬ 
ness  my  hand  this  5th  day  of  November  1748. 

her 

Lydia  X  Tyler 
mark 

Adam  Van  Bebber  Waller  Diven 
Recorded  1  April  1749. 

Frederick’s  brother,  Christopher  Wool- 
bark-Elsberry,  had  made  his  will  as  an 
Elsberry  and  died  in  the  month  of  May, 
17475  hence  this  conveyance  to  Frederick 
served  to  prevent  any  of  this  real  estate’s 
going  to  Christopher’s  widow  or  daugh¬ 
ter,  of  whom  presently.  Frederick,  as  we 
shall  see,  was  the  leader  and  principal  fig¬ 
ure  in  the  family  throughout  his  adult 
life  in  Maryland.  This  leasehold  estate  is 
close  to  the  Maryland-Delaware  line 
northwest  of  Bohemia  Mills,  and  close  to 
the  junction  of  the  northerly  road  to  New 

*  The  page  numbers  are  346  and  347  as  now 
shown  by  the  present  copy  of  deed  book  S.K.  No.  6, 
which  book  may  be  a  later  copy  made  from  the 
original  book  of  1733. 


Castle  and  Wilmington  and  the  easterly 
road  (Old  Man’s  Path)  to  the  Delaware 
River,  and  near  the  present  village  of  St. 
Augustine.  About  the  year  1735  a  chapel 
was  erected  at  St.  Augustine  as  a  branch 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  seven  or  eight 
miles  southwest  of  St.  Augustine.  This 
proved  a  great  relief  to  the  Elsberrys  and 
others  who  must  have  been  often  deterred 
from  going  to  church  by  the  difficulties  of 
the  long  journey  in  bad  weather.  Here, 
close  to  the  brick  chapel  of  St.  Augustine, 
lived  Lydia  (Elsberry)  Woolbark-Tyler 
and  her  sons  Frederick,  Christopher,  and 
Benj  amin. 

This  record  of  the  assignment  of  the 
lease  to  her  son  Frederick  in  1748  is  the 
last  record  we  have  of  Lydia  (Elsberry) 
Walbach-Tyler.  How  much  longer  she 
lived,  we  do  not  know.  She  may  have  been 
buried  at  St.  Stephen’s  or  at  the  newer  St. 
Augustine’s  where  two  of  her  sons,  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Christopher,  are  buried.  Cer¬ 
tainly  no  stone  is  now  standing  in  either 
of  these  graveyards.  St.  Augustine’s  Par¬ 
ish  was  set  off  from  St.  Stephen’s  as  an 
independent  parish  in  1744,  though  St. 
Augustine’s  Chapel  was  built  as  early  as 
1 733*  Until  1744,  St.  Stephen’s  was  the 
only  register  kept. 

Christopher  Elsberry,  as  he  was  known 
throughout  his  adult  life,  was  baptized  as 
Christopher  Woolbark  at  St.  Stephen’s 
Church,  Bohemia  Manor,  March  13, 
1718/19.  He  married  Henrietta  Mary, 
whose  family  name  is  unknown.  Prob¬ 
ably,  however,  her  name  was  Ward,  since 
a  John  Ward  appears  with  Frederick  Els¬ 
berry  on  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  taken 
February  2,  1748/49.  This  John  Ward 
may  have  been  her  brother,  and  both  chil- 
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dren  of  a  John  Ward  who  died  in  1734 
leaving  a  widow  Susanna.  May  12,  1747? 
he  gave  personal  property  to  his  daughter 
Ann  Elsberry  by  a  deed  of  gift.  His  in¬ 
ventory  is  dated  June  20,  1747-  The  ad¬ 
ministrators  were  Henrietta  Elsberry  and 
James  Bayard ;  the  inventory  was  taken 
by  Walter  Scott,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  How¬ 
land.  The  amount  of  the  personal  estate 
was  £47  6s.  6d.  [ Inventory  Book  No.  38, 
pp.  1 3 1,  132,  133,  Maryland  Land  Office, 
Annapolis.]  James  Bayard  was  of  the 
very  distinguished  family  of  the  name. 
We  learn  nothing  more  of  the  daughter 
Ann.  A  Mary  Elsberry,  possibly  the 
widow  of  Christopher,  is  of  record  as  be¬ 
ing  in  possession  of  a  tenement  belonging 
to  Bohemia  Manor  on  September  17, 
I77°. 

But  few  records  of  Benjamin  Elsberry, 
youngest  son  of  Christopher  Walbach 
and  Lydia  (Elsberry)  Walbach-Tyler, 


are  found  in  Maryland.  He  is  mentioned 
in  the  will  of  his  stepfather  Edmund 
Tyler  in  1733.  He  was  a  witness  to  the 
deed  of  gift  made  by  his  brother,  Chris¬ 
topher,  to  his  daughter  Ann  in  1747.  He 
appears  in  a  list  of  persons  indebted  to 
the  estate  of  James  Bayard  in  1753.  He  is 
named  as  one  of  the  nearest  of  kin  on  the 
inventory  of  the  estate  of  his  brother 
Frederick  dated  June  21,  1769.  In  1773 
he  led  the  migration  of  the  Elsberrys  into 
Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  the  party 
consisting  of  himself,  his  wife  Francina, 
their  sons,  Benjamin,  Michael,  and  (prob¬ 
ably)  Joseph,  and  William  and  John  Els¬ 
berry,  sons  of  his  deceased  brother  Fred¬ 
erick.  John  Elsberry  was  married,  and 
had  with  him  his  wife  and  his  infant  son 
Isaac.  The  descendants  of  Benjamin2  Els¬ 
berry  are  many,  too  numerous  for  men¬ 
tion  here,  since  our  chief  concern  is  with 
the  descendants  of  Frederick2. 


Frederick  Elsberry  of  St.  Augustine’s  Parish, 

Bohemia  Manor 


HE  date  of  birth  of  Frederick2 
Elsberry  (Lydia1)  is  not  known 
unless  he  was  identical  with 
Lydia’s  son,  Godfrit,  recorded  as  born 
August  29,  1715,  her  first  recorded  child. 
Frederick,  in  later  years,  appears  as  the 
oldest  of  her  sons.  Whether  he  was  God- 
frit,  or  another  son,  lacks  adequate  proof 
in  either  case.  Opinions  on  that  point  are 
sharply  and  irreconcilably  divided,  what¬ 
ever  such  opinions  may  be  worth,  if  worth 
anything.  Frederick’s  birth  could  not 


have  been  later  than  1714  if  he  was  older 
than  and  not  the  son  originally  named 
Godfrit.  If  not  identical  with  Godfrit, 
Frederick  could  have  been  born  between 
Godfrit’s  birth  August  29,  1715,  and  the 
birth  on  March  13,  1718,  of  the  second 
son,  Christopher.  In  this  case  Frederick 
could  not  have  been  called  the  eldest  son 
unless  Godfrit  died  young,  of  which 
death,  however,  there  is  no  evidence. 

Frederick  seems  to  have  spent  his 
whole  life  on  the  farm  of  seventy-six 
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acres  on  Bohemia  Manor.  The  soil  was 
fertile  and  the  market  for  tobacco,  the 
staple  product,  good.  It  is  probable  that 
he  came  under  the  influence  of  the  great 
preacher,  the  Rev.  George  Whitefield. 
On  November  24,  1740,  he  preached  to  a 
congregation  of  two  thousand  people  at 
Bohemia  Manor.  James  Bayard  enter¬ 
tained  Whitefield  for  weeks  at  a  time;  his 
room  in  the  manor  house  is  still  called  by 
his  name.  Doubtless  Frederick2  Els- 
berry’s  eldest  son,  John,  heard  him  on  his 
second  sojourn  in  1747,  when  the  boy  was 
not  far  from  twelve  years  old,  and  also  on 
Whitefield’s  third  visit  in  1754,  when  he 
was  about  nineteen.  Though  Whitefield 
was  not  a  Methodist,  and  though  the 
members  of  the  Methodist  societies  in 
America  did  not  withdraw  from  the 
Church  of  England  till  the  Revolution  or 
even  later,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that  the 
type  of  religious  life  and  thought  incul¬ 
cated  by  Whitefield  prepared  the  way  for 
the  development  of  Methodism  and 
weakened  the  attachment  of  the  Els- 
berrys,  as  it  did  of  thousands  of  others,  to 
the  ways  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  any 
case,  the  children  of  Frederick2  Elsberry 
became  Methodists,  and  most  of  them 
have  continued  in  that  communion  to  the 
present  day. 

Doubtless  Frederick2  Elsberry  received 
his  education  in  the  public  school  at  Free 
School  Point  near  Bohemia  Bridge,  on  the 
south  side  of  Bohemia  River  on  Sassafras 
Neck.  This  school,  which  was  about  three 
miles  from  his  home,  was  established  by 
an  act  of  the  Maryland  legislature  passed 
in  1723.  It  was  continued  until  some  time 
after  1800.  Fortunately  the  marriage  of 
Frederick2  Elsberry  occurred  before  St. 


Augustine’s  became  a  separate  parish,  for 
the  records  of  St.  Augustine’s,  dating 
from  1744,  were  burned,  while  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  older  parish  of  St.  Stephen’s 
have  been  preserved.  In  the  register  of 
St.  Stephen’s  Parish,  now  in  the  custody 
of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  we 
find  the  record  of  his  marriage:  “Fred¬ 
rick  Tylar  married  to  Mary  Dugell  the 
twenty-third  day  of  Febt^,  1733/4.” 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Jones,  who  also  preached  the  fu¬ 
neral  sermon  of  Edmond  Tyler,  Freder¬ 
ick’s  stepfather.  Probably  at  this  period 
all  the  children  of  Christopher  Walbach 
and  his  wife  Lydia  (Elsberry)  Walbach- 
Tyler  were  known  by  the  name  of  their 
stepfather,  though  when  they  all  came  to 
maturity,  they  assumed  their  mother’s 
family  name,  it  would  seem  by  agreement 
among  themselves.  The  parentage  of 
Mary  Dugell  has  not  been  discovered; 
there  is  no  record  of  a  family  of  the  name 
in  Cecil  County.  Possibly  she  may  have 
belonged  to  the  family  of  John  McDu- 
gall  of  New  Castle  County,  Delaware, 
whose  will,  proved  December  4,  1753, 
mentions  children  without  giving  their 
names.  He  lived  only  a  few  miles  from 
the  Elsberry  home.  Just  when  Mary  Du¬ 
gell  died  is  not  known,  probably  because 
of  the  burning  of  the  records  of  St.  Au¬ 
gustine’s  Parish.  Frederick  married  a  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Rebecca,  who  survived  him. 
There  were  children  by  each  wife. 

Frederick  Elsberry’s  name  is  found  in 

A  List  of  Foot  in  Cecil  Co.,  1740. 
Presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernour. 
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To  His  Excellency  Samuel  Ogle  Esqt  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Maryland.  In  Obedience  to  your  Ex- 
celency’s  Honours  Orders  Dated  July  the 
thirty  first  and  August  the  Twenty  fourth 
Seventeen  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  I  herewith 
Transmitt  a  Trew  Account  of  all  the  Militia 
both  Horse  and  foot  in  the  County  of  Cecill 
and  under  whose  Command  they  are  but  at 
present  Very  few  Armed  as  the  [law  re¬ 
quires]  in  such  Cases.  .  .  .  Foot  Company 
under  Command  of  CapU2  Peter  Bayard  (viz.) 

.  .  .  Frederick  Elberry  [and  others] .  [Mary¬ 
land  Historical  Magazine,  VI,  44>  45>  49-1 

Seven  weeks  later  war  was  declared 
against  Spain.  On  the  same  August  24, 

1739,  Governor  Ogle  issued  a  proclama¬ 
tion  commanding  all  officers  and  men  to 
be  “ready  to  march  upon  any  emergency 
to  serve  his  Majesty  and  defend  this  part 
of  his  Majesty’s  Dominion.”  On  June  30, 

1740,  Governor  Ogle  called  for  men  to 
go  in  the  expedition  against  the  Spanish  in 
the  West  Indies.  Who  all  of  these  men 
were  is  now  uncertain.  Frederick  Els- 
berry’s  service  may  have  been  confined  to 
Maryland.  Among  the  men  who  did  sail 
and  serve  abroad  in  this  war  was  Law¬ 
rence  Washington,  elder  half-brother  of 
George  Washington.  Frederick  Elsberry’s 
name  appears  in  a  list  of  taxable  persons 
in  Cecil  County  for  1752,  as  does  also  the 
name  of  his  son  John.  His  name,  recorded 
as  “Fredarick  Ellbery,”  appears  in  Rob¬ 
ert2  Veasey ’s*  list  of  persons  owing 
money  to  the  estate  of  James  Bayard  in 
1753,  the  sum  being  £97  17 s.  9 d.  [Mary¬ 
land  Land  Office,  Inventories ,  56—35.] 
Frederick2  Elsberry’s  will  is  dated  No- 

*  Robert  Veasey  was  great-grandfather  of  Pamelia, 
daughter  of  Robert  Husbands,  who  married  in  North 
Carolina,  in  1799,  Johns  Elsberry,  the  great-grand¬ 
son  of  the  abovesaid  Frederick2  Elsberry. 


vember  30,  1768,  and  was  proved  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  1769.  A  copy  follows: 

[. Elkton ,  Cecil  County,  Maryland.  Original 

filed  zvill\  : 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  Frederick 
Ellsbury  of  Cecil  County  and  Province  of 
Maryland,  Farmer,  being  sick  and  weak  of 
Body  but  of  sound  mind  memory  and  under¬ 
standing  do  make  and  publish  this  my  Last 
Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  fol¬ 
lowing  to  wit: 

In  the  first  place  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  Loving  Wife  Rebecca  Ellsbury  my  whole 
Estate  both  Real  and  Personal  during  the 
Time  of  her  Widowhood,  and  if  my  said 
Wife  Rebecca  after  my  death  shall  marry 
then  my  Will  is  that  my  said  Wife  Rebecca 
from  the  Time  of  her  other  Marriage  shall 
only  Enjoy  the  third  part  of  my  Said  Estate; 
and  my  Will  and  desire  further  is  that  if 
my  said  Wife  Rebecca  do  &  shall  marry  so 
as  aforesaid  that  then  the  two  thirds,  the 
Residue  of  my  Estate,  after  deducting  my 
Wife’s  thirds,  shall  be  equally  divided  among 
all  my  Children;  also  my  will  further  is 
that  if  my  Wife  Rebecca  do  die  during  her 
Widowhood  that  then  I  give  &  bequeath 
my  whole  Estate  both  Real  and  Personally 
equally  to  be  devided  among  all  my  chil¬ 
dren.  And  I  do  hereby  Nominate  and  ap¬ 
point  my  said  Wife  Rebecca  Ellsbury  Execu¬ 
trix  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament 
hereby  revoking  all  former  Will  and  Wills  by 
me  heretofore  made.  In  Witness  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal  this  thir¬ 
tieth  day  of  November  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  Seventeen  hundred  &  sixty  Eight 

his 

Frederick  X  Ellsbury 
mark 

In  the  presence  of  John  Veasey  (3°) 
Thomas  Pigott  Robeart  Whitsides. 
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[  1 8  January,  1769,  the  witnesses  took  oath  in 
court.  8  February,  1769,  the  widow  Rebecca] 
do  make  my  Election  to  the  third  part  of  my 
deceased  Husband’s  Estate,  both  Real  &  Per¬ 
sonal  of  which  I  am  endowable  by  law. 

her 

Rebecca  X  Ellsbury. 
mark 

The  widow  presented  the  inventory 
June  21,  1769,  amounting  to  £462  9 d., 
a  good  estate  for  the  time  and  place. 
Among  the  items  may  be  noted  five 
stoves,  eleven  horses,  twenty-nine  head  of 
cattle  and  sheep,  a  weaver’s  loom,  an 
“Old  Dutch  fan”  valued  at  £1,  a  desk,  a 
corner  cupboard,  a  case  of  pistols,  three 
guns,  tooth  drawers,  and  a  pair  of  silver 
buttons.  Benjamin  Elsberry  and  William 
Elsberry  are  mentioned  as  nearest  of  kin. 
No  other  mention  of  this  William  Els¬ 
berry  has  been  found  and  the  nature  of 
his  relationship  is  undetermined.  The  ac¬ 
counting  of  the  estate  made  to  the  court 
of  Cecil  County,  September  7,  1772, 
shows  that  the  widow  Rebecca  had  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  Whitesides.  The  widow’s 
third  amounted  to  £85  6s.  1  y2d.  The 
children  mentioned  with  the  widow  in  this 
accounting  are  John,  Benjamin,  Freder¬ 
ick,  Mary,  William,  Lambert,  Lydia, 
Elizabeth,  Letitia,  and  Rebecca.  That 
there  was  another  son,  Jacob,  appears 
from  an  affidavit  dated  November  14, 
1833,  filed  in  “W-10016,”  Room  26, 
Bureau  of  Pensions,  Washington,  D.C. 
He  deposed  that  he 


was  born  (as  appears  from  the  record  in  a 
Bible  which  belonged  to  his  father,  and  which 
was  given  to  declarent  by  his  mother  after  he 
was  “free”)  on  the  nth  of  November,  1763, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland.  Was  so  young  when 
he  left  Maryland  he  cannot  designate  the  place 
of  his  birth,  but  it  was  not  far  from  a  place 
called  Noxtown  where  his  father  used  to  go  to 
the  “fair”  and  home  again  in  the  same  day. 

Noxentown  was  in  Delaware  about  eight 
miles  southwest  of  the  Elsberry  farm.  It 
is  not  now  known  by  the  name.  In  1759 
Israel  Acrelius  in  his  History  of  New 
Sweden  said  “Noxentown  is  a  market 
town  on  the  Appoquinimy.”  The  affidavit 
shows  that  he  (Jacob)  left  Maryland  soon 
after  his  father’s  death  with  a  Moravian 
named  Miller  to  whom  his  mother  had 
apprenticed  him. 

In  a  long  narrow  book  of  evidences  of 
deaths  between  1675  and  1889  in  the  Ce¬ 
cil  County  Clerk’s  Office,  saved  in  1918 
from  refuse  in  the  attic  of  the  Court 
House  and  restored  to  its  proper  place, 
mention  is  found  of  the  death  of  Robert 
Whiteside  after  October  10,  1800,  and  of 
Rebecca  Whiteside  prior  to  October  10, 
1802.  A  leaf  from  the  Bible  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Elsberry  giving  the  dates  of  birth  of 
four  of  the  children  of  Frederick  and  Re¬ 
becca  Elsberry  is  filed  with  an  affidavit  of 
Jacob  Elsberry  in  “W-10016”  at  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Pensions,  Washington,  D.C.  He 
served  in  the  company  of  Captain  Daniel 
Wright,  brother  of  Agatha  Wright,  who 
married  Isaac  Elsberry,  son  of  John  and 
nephew  of  Jacob. 
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John  Elsberry,  Pioneer  Methodist 


JOHN3  ELSBERRY  (Frederick2, 
Christopher  and  Lydia1),  pioneer 
of  western  North  Carolina,  is  chiefly 
remembered  as  the  founder  of  a  Method¬ 
ist  Chapel,  built  upon  his  own  land,  and 
as  the  donor  of  both  to  the  service  of 
Godj  he  is  also  remembered  as  a  Patriot 
in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution. 
There  is  no  record  extant  of  the  date  of 
his  birth}  the  approximate  time  of  it  is 
fixed  by  the  marriage,  on  February  23, 

1 733  (old  style),  of  his  parents,  Fred¬ 
erick2  and  Mary  (Dugell)  Elsberry,  and 
by  the  fact  that  he  was  taxed  as  an  adult 
in  “A  List  of  the  Taxable  Persons  in  Cecil 
County  for  the  year  1752.”*  Since  he  was 
of  marriageable  age  in  1752,  and  since  his 
son  Isaac4  Elsberry  had  married  in  North 
Carolina  by  1776,  John3  Elsberry  was 
married  between  1752  and  1756.  The  ac¬ 
tual  record  of  the  marriage  of  John3  Els¬ 
berry  was  doubtless  destroyed  by  fire,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  records  of  the  births  of 
his  four  children,  Isaac,  Elizabeth,  Cath¬ 
erine,  and  another  daughter,  when  the 
records  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Au¬ 
gustine,  Bohemia  Manor,  were  burned 
with  the  church.  They  were  born  within 
sight  of  that  church  and  lived  there  until 
the  removal  of  the  entire  family  to  North 
Carolina  about  1774. 

The  visits  of  the  Rev.  George  White- 
field  to  Bohemia  Manor  and  the  effect  of 
his  preaching  as  a  preparation  for  Method¬ 
ism  has  been  spoken  of.  John3  Elsberry 

*  The  original  list,  now  preserved  at  the  Mary¬ 
land  Historical  Society,  was  probably  prepared  about 
the  end  of  the  year  1752. 


came  under  his  influence  at  the  time  of  his 
second  and  third  visits  in  1747  and  1754. 

The  first  Methodist  meeting  [says  the  Pa¬ 
triotic  Marylander ,  V ol.  I,  No.  4,  p.  25]  was 
organized  by  Richard  Wright,  he  having  been 
licensed  by  John  Wesley  in  the  Labadist  Tract 
of  Bohemia  Manor  in  1771.  Rev.  Francis  As- 
bury  visited  Mr.  Wright  in  Bohemia  Manor  in 
1771,  his  first  appearance  in  Maryland. 

Asbury’s  Journal  mentions  his  preaching 
at  Bohemia  Manor  in  1772  and  1 773? 
“ — at  the  school-house}  but  it  would  not 
contain  half  the  people}  so  I  stood  at  the 
door,  and  the  people  without.”  Ladnum’s 
Rise  of  Methodism  (p.  85)  refers  to  As¬ 
bury’s  preaching  on  November  1,  1772., 
at  the  house  of  Solomon  Hersey,  a  neigh¬ 
bor  of  the  Elsberrys,  where  Asbury  “af¬ 
terwards  spoke  to  each  one  concerning  the 
state  of  his  soul,”  as  being 

the  first  statement  we  meet  with  that  looks  like 
a  class-meeting  held  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland.  On  his  (Asbury’s)  way  to  George¬ 
town,  he  found  a  large  house  on  Bohemia  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Bayard,  where  Whitefield  had 
preached;  here  it  seems  he  preached. 

So  it  is  clear  that  John  Elsberry  came  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Methodist  movement  in  America. 

The  last  record  of  John3  Elsberry  in 
Maryland  has  to  do  with  the  distribution 
of  his  father’s  estate  on  November  28, 
1773.  [Land  Office ,  Annapolis ,  Mary¬ 
land,  VI,  210 — Balance  Book.\  The  Els¬ 
berrys  who  went  to  North  Carolina  may 
be  presumed  to  have  gone  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Benjamin2  Elsberry,  the  uncle 
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of  John3  Elsberry,  who  went  with  his 
wife  and  four  children.  John3  Elsberry 
was  upward  of  forty  years  old  at  the  time. 
He  took  with  him  his  wife,  his  only  son 
Isaac,  three  daughters,  and  his  younger 
brother,  William.  The  journey  from  Bo¬ 
hemia  Manor  to  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina,  was  a  matter  of  not  less  than 
four  hundred  miles — longer  though  not 
harder  if  they  took  the  route  by  water 
perhaps  to  New  Berne  and  across  country 
to  their  destination.  Probably  they  went 
by  land  westward  to  the  Blue  Ridge, 
thence  southward.  The  first  record  of 
John3  Elsberry’s  presence  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  is  the  following  warrant  for  the  sur¬ 
vey  of  his  land  in  Surry  County: 

[North,  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office , 
File  No.  8 5]  : 

STATE  of  NORTH-CAROLINA.  No. 

1 2 1.  JOSEPH  WINSTON,  Entry  Officer 
of  Claims  for  Lands  in  the  County  of  Surry. 
To  the  SURVEYOR  of  the  said  County, 
Greeting. 

YOU  are  hereby  required,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  lay  off  and  survey,  for  John  Elsberry  a 
Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land,  containing  Four 
Hundred  Acres,  lying  in  the  County  afore¬ 
said  On  the  Branch  Called  the  Great  Branch 
Adjoining  Land  of  Samuel  Arnol  and  William 
Petits,  on  the  Premises  where  he  now  Dwells, 
runing  According  to  Act  of  Assembly.  Ob¬ 
serving  the  Directions  of  the  Act  of  Assembly 
in  such  Case  made  and  provided  for  running 
out  Lands.  Two  just  and  fair  Plans  of  such 
Survey,  with  a  proper  Certificate  annexed  to 
each,  you  are  to  transmit,  with  this  Warrant, 
to  the  Secretary’s  Office  without  Delay. 
GIVEN  under  my  Hand  at  Office  the  4th 
day  of  September  Anno  Dom.  1778 

Jos.  Winston  Entr 


The  Samuel  Arnold  and  William  Petty 
named  in  this  warrant  had  come  from 
Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  in  the  autumn 
of  1774  or  spring  of  1775,  with  their 
father-in-law,  our  ancestor  Captain  John5 
Wright,  whose  daughter  Agatha6  had 
married  in  Surry  County  John3  Elsberry’s 
only  son,  Isaac4,  before  the  date  of  the 
above  warrant.  The  return  of  the  survey 
follows: 


[North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office , 
File  No.  #5] : 


400  Acres 
State  of 
N°  Carolina 
Surry  County 


Scale  of  200  Poles 


This  Plan  represents  a 
Tract  of  Land  surveyed 
for  John  Elsberry  on 
both  sides  of  the  Road  that  leads  from  the 
Shallow  ford  to  the  Mulberry  fields,  Begin¬ 
ning  at  a  Post  Oak  on  a  Branch  of  Hunting 
Creek,  thence  a  Line  agreed  on  with  William 
Petty  running  North  Eighty  Degrees  West 
One  Hundred  &  Ninety  Seven  Poles  to  a  Red 
Oak  Saplin,  thence  North  Two  Hundred  & 
Forty  Nine  Poles  to  a  White  Oak  saplin, 
thence  East  Two  Hundred  &  Forty  Poles  to  a 
White  Oak  in  Arnold’s  Line,  thence  South 
One  Hundred  &  Eighty  Poles  to  Arnold’s 
Corner  White  Oak  on  the  Branch  aforesaid, 
thence  down  the  same  to  the  Beginning,  in¬ 
cluding  Four  Hundred  Acres.  Surveyed  Sept 
9‘h  1778. 

Hent  Speer  D.S? 

Sw?  Ch.  Car!  Isaac  Elsberry  Joshua  Dod¬ 
son 


This  survey  bears  the  first  reference  in 
North  Carolina  to  Isaac  Elsberry,  as  a 
chain  carrier  for  his  father  John3  Elsberry 
and  the  official  surveyor ;  while  on  the 
same  day  land  adjoining  was  similarly 
surveyed  for  Isaac,  his  father  John  then 
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acting  as  a  chain  carrier.  A  year  elapsed 
after  the  survey  before  the  final  grant 
reached  the  hands  of  Governor  Caswell 
for  his  signature: 

[ North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office. 

Recorded  Grants  No.  83.  File  No.  £5]  • 

STATE  of  NORTH-CAROLINA.  To  all 
to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting. 
KNOW  YE,  That  We,  for  and  in  Considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Shillings  for  every 
Hundred  Acres  hereby  granted,  paid  into  our 
Treasury  by  John  Elsberry  have  Given  and 
Granted,  and  by  these  Presents  do  Give  and 
Grant  unto  the  said  John  Elsberry  a  Tract  of 
Land,  containing  Four  hundred  Acres,  lying 
and  being  in  our  County  of  Surry.  On  both 
sides  of  the  Road  that  leads  from  the  Shallow 
ford  to  the  Mulberry  fields  Beginning  at  a 
Post  Oak  on  a  Branch  of  Hunting  Creek  thence 
a  Line  agreed  on  with  William  Petty  Running 
North  Eighty  degrees  West  one  hundred  and 
ninety  Seven  Poles  to  a  Red  Oak  Sapling 
thence  North  two  hundred  and  fortynine 
Poles  to  a  White  Oak  Sapling  thence  East 
Two  hundred  and  forty  Poles  to  a  White  Oak 
in  Arnolds  Line  thence  South  one  hundred 
and  Eighty  Poles  to  Arnolds  Corner  White 
Oak  on  the  Branch  aforesaid  thence  down  the 
same  to  the  Begining  as  by  the  Plat  hereunto 
annexed  doth  appear;  together  with  all  Woods, 
Waters,  Mines,  Minerals,  Hereditaments,  and 
Appurtenances,  to  the  said  Land  belonging  or 
appertaining:  To  hold  to  the  said  John  Els¬ 
berry  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  for  ever.  Yield¬ 
ing  and  paying  to  us  such  Sums  of  Money 
yearly,  or  otherwise,  as  our  General  Assembly 
from  Time  to  Time  may  direct.  PROVIDED 
ALWAYS,  That  the  said  John  Elsberry  shall 
cause  this  Grant  to  be  registered  in  the  Reg¬ 
ister’s  Office  of  our  said  County  of  Surry 
within  Twelve  Months  from  the  Date  hereof, 
otherwise  the  same  shall  be  void  and  of  no 
Effect. 


IN  TESTIMONY  whereof,  we  have 
caused  our  Great  Seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
WITNESS  RICHARD  CASWELL,  Es¬ 
quire,  our  Governor,  Captain-General,  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  at  Kingston,  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Day  of  September  in  the  Four  Year  of 
our  Independence,  and  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sev- 
entynine 

RD  Caswell 

By  His  Excellys  Com1?,  J.  Glasgow  Sec. 

John3  Elsberry  soon  increased  his  estate 
to  1,400  acres  by  three  purchases  made 
directly  of  the  state,  as  the  following  ab¬ 
stracts  of  the  recorded  documents  prove. 
The  John  Anderson  named  as  a  chain  car¬ 
rier  in  the  survey  of  October  12,  1782, 
had  come  from  Bohemia  Manor,  Mary¬ 
land.  He  was  called  “cousin”  by  John3 
Elsberry’s  half-brother,  Jacob3  Elsberry, 
in  his  pension  affidavit  of  1832,  who  also 
mentions  him  as  the  ensign  of  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Surry  regiment  in  the  Revo¬ 
lution  in  which  Jacob  enlisted.  A  John 
Anderson  was  taxed  in  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  in  1752  as  a  member  of  the 
household  of  the  John  Ward  mentioned 
as  “nearest  of  kin”  in  1748  to  Christo¬ 
pher2  Elsberry,  uncle  of  John3  Elsberry. 
John  Anderson  the  chain  carrier  may  have 
been  a  nephew  of  Rebecca,  the  second 
wife  of  Frederick2  Elsberry  and  mother 
of  Jacob: 

[ North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office. 

Warrants  and  Surveys ,  file  No.  1006.  Ab¬ 
stract]  : 

A  Warrant  from  the  Entry  officer  of 
Claims  was  issued  to  the  Surveyor  of  Surry 
County  dated  14  Feb.  1780,  and  calls  for  a 
survey  of  land  for  John  Elsberry  on  a 
branch  of  Hunting  Creek  known  by  the  name 
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of  Great  Branch.”  The  survey  was  made  Oct. 
12,  1782,  by  H.  Speer,  deputy  surveyor,  with 
Isaac  Elsberry  &  John  Anderson  as  Chain 
Bearers. 

The  formal  grant  to  this  land  was  not  issued 
until  August  9,  1787,  viz.: 

\North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office. 
Record  of  Grants.  Book  65,  p.  270,  file  No. 
1106 ] : 

State  of  North  Carolina.  No.  998.  Know 
ye  that  we  have  Given  and  Granted  unto  John 
Elsberry  a  Tract  of  Land  Containing  three 
hundred  Acres  Lying  and  being  in  our  County 
of  Surry  on  a  branch  of  the  North  fork  of 
Hunting  Creek  Begining  at  Isaac  Elsberries 
North  West  Corner  pine,  runs  East  fifteen 
Chains  to  a  post  Oak,  North  thirty  chains,  to 
a  post  Oak,  West  eighty  chains  to  a  black  Oak 
in  the  Bigg  branch,  thence  down  the  same  as 
it  Meanders  to  Isaac  Elsberries  Corner  Maple, 
East  forty  chains  to  a  stake,  thence  North  to 
the  Begining,  To  hold  to  the  [said]  John  Els¬ 
berry  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  dated  the 
9th  day  of  August  1787. 

Rd  Caswell 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command,  J.  Glasgow, 
Secretary. 

\_North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office , 
File  No.  785.  Abstract]: 

A  warrant  from  the  Entry  officer  of  Claims 
to  the  Surveyor  of  Surry  county  for  a  survey 
of  400  acres  of  land  in  Surry  county  to  John 
Elsberry,  dated  August,  1782;  survey  made 
March  31,  1783,  by  Henry  Speer,  the  chain 
carriers  being  Robert  Hill  and  John  Crain. 
The  formal  grant  of  this  land  is  recorded  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  Book  55, 
page  30  (File  No.  785),  viz.: 

No.  783.  Know  Ye  that  We  have  granted 
unto  John  Elsberry  four  hundred  acres  of 
Land  in  Surry  County  on  the  rockey  branch, 
Begining  at  a  White  Oak,  Elsberry’s  North¬ 


west  Corner,  runs  South  three  Chains  to  a 
Black  Oak,  then  West  thirty  Chains  to  a  pine, 
thence  North  forty  nine  and  a  half  Chains  to 
a  post  Oak,  then  East  eighty  six  chains  to  a 
post  Oak,  thence  South  forty-five  and  a  half 
Chains  to  a  pine,  thence  West  to  the  Begin¬ 
ing.  To  hold  unto  the  said  John  Elsberry  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  forever,  dated  the  third  day 
of  November  1784. 

Alex.  Martin  [Governor] 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command,  J.  Glasgow, 
Secretary. 

[ North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office , 

File  No.  786.  Abstract]  : 

Warrant  from  the  Entry  officer  of  Claims 
to  the  Surveyor  of  Surry  county  for  a  survey 
of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Surry  county 
to  John  Elsberry,  dated  27  December,  1782. 
Survey  made  March  31,  1783,  by  H.  Speer, 
deputy  surveyor.  The  formal  grant  issued  after 
the  “return”  was  made  by  the  surveyor,  is  re¬ 
corded  in  the  secretary’s  office  in  book  55,  page 
30  (file  No.  786),  viz.: 

State  of  North  Carolina.  No.  784. 
Know  Ye  that  We  have  granted  unto  John 
Elsberry  Three  hundred  Acres  of  Land  in 
Surry  County  on  the  Rockey  Branch  a  draft 
of  Hunting  Creek  Begining  at  a  white  Oak, 
runs  north  thirty  six  chains  to  a  white  Oak, 
then  East  fifty  six  and  a  quarter  Chains  to  a 
pine,  then  South  sixty  and  a  half  Chains  to  a 
white  Oak,  then  West  forty  chains  to  a  Stake, 
then  North  twenty  four  Chains  and  a  half  to 
Crain’s  Corner,  thence  to  the  Begining.  To 
hold  unto  the  said  John  Elsberry  his  Heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  dated  the  third  of  November 
1784. 

Alex.  Martin  [Governor]. 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command,  J.  Glasgow, 
Secretary. 

Prosaic,  but  important  as  being  of  the 
few  original  records  still  preserved  of  the 
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comparatively  few  records  that  were 
made  in  John  Elsberry’s  time  on  the  fron¬ 
tier  of  civilization,  are  the  tax  lists.  Surry 
County  was  divided  into  military  districts 
named,  from  time  to  time,  after  the  cap¬ 
tains  successively  in  command  of  the  mi¬ 
litia,  and  the  tax  lists  were  prepared  for 
these  districts.  Taxation  then  was  perhaps 
the  most  important  function  of  local  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  the  fact  that  John3  Elsberry 
served  as  the  receiver  of  taxes  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  which  he  resided  may  be  accepted 
as  indicating  both  his  ability  and  the  confi¬ 
dence  reposed  in  him  by  the  people.  The 
tax  lists  of  1780,  1782,  and  1788  were 
found  in  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  dust¬ 
laden  old  papers,  the  first  two  lists  being 
entirely  in  the  handwriting  of  John3  Els¬ 
berry.  The  list  of  1780  contains  a  detailed 
account  of  over  a  hundred  estates,  thus 
revealing  the  rapid  development  of  the 
district  during  the  six  years  following 
John  Elsberry’s  arrival.  The  district  cov¬ 
ered  the  present  area  of  several  townships 
of  the  southwestern  corner  of  Surry 
County  (now  Yadkin).  Historically  these 
lists  are  valuable  as  being  the  only  com¬ 
plete  lists  of  the  names  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  now  extant,  yet  in  1917  all  the  origi¬ 
nal  early  records  of  Surry  County  were 
stored  in  a  small  wooden  shed  outside  of 
the  courthouse: 

[  XJnarranged  ft  afters,  in  County  Clerk’s  Office , 

Dobson ,  Surry  County ]  : 

A  List  of  the  Taxable  Property  belonging 
to  Cap*  Wooldredge’s  District  Received  in  by 
me  John  Elsberry  for  the  year  1780  .  .  . 
[The  fifty-fourth  name  preceded  by  John 
Wright,  Wm  Petty,  Thomas  Wright,  Isaac 
Elsberry,  John  N.  Anderson,  Samuel  Arnold 
and  others.] 


John  Elsbery.  Entrys — 2.  Quantity  of 
Land.  £700  [acres].  Slaves  under  five  &  be¬ 
tween  50  &  60  years  of  age,  o.  Slaves  5  & 
under  10  &  between  40  &  50  years  of  age,  o. 
Slaves  10  &  upwards  &  under  40  years  of  age, 
O.  Horses,  6.  Cattle,  10.  Money  in  hand  £130. 
Money  at  Interest,  o.  Stock  in  trade,  o.  Total 
[value]  £1330. 

The  value  of  three-fourths  of  the  es¬ 
tates  on  the  list  was  below  £1,000.  All 
the  estates  were  “survyed”  by  our  ances¬ 
tor,  Captain  John3  Wright,  whose  auto¬ 
graph  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  tax  list  of 
1780  and  whose  daughter  Agatha6  had 
married  John  Elsberry’s  only  son  Isaac. 
The  next  year  Captain  Wooldredge  was 
succeeded  in  command  of  the  district  by 
John  Wright’s  son  Daniel,  and  John  Els¬ 
berry  was  then  and  in  1782  taxed  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

1781.  Capt.  Daniel  Wright’s  district.  .  .  . 
John  Elsbury,  Lands  700  [acres].  Horses  9. 
Money  in  hand  £400.  Value  in  State  cur¬ 
rency  £1680. 

[1782]  A  List  of  the  Taxable  property  be¬ 
long’  to  Capt.  Wright  District  taken  In  by  me 


John  Elsbery  Taxable  property.  To  net  300 
acres  of  Land  on  the  waters  of  Hunting 
Creek.  £116.  Horses,  5  head.  Cattle,  II  head. 

1788.  Surry  County.  Sander’s  district  (for¬ 
merly  Capt.  Daniel  Wright’s)  .  .  .  John 
Elsbury,  Acres,  420.  No.  of  Polls  personal,  1. 
Covering  Horses,  o.  Wheels  of  Pleasure,  o. 
Land  West  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains,  o. 

True  to  the  principles  of  the  Method¬ 
ists  John3  Elsberry  did  not  own  slaves. 
The  tax  lists  reveal  that,  of  his  neighbors, 
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only  fourteen  owned  slaves,  there  being 
in  1780  only  sixty  persons  held  in  bond¬ 
age  in  the  taxation  district  over  which 
John  Elsberry  presided.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  mention  that  many  of  his  neighbors  in 
the  Rowan  County  side  drew  up  resolu¬ 
tions  in  1774  to  the  effect 

that  the  African  trade  is  injurious  to  this  col¬ 
ony,  obstructs  the  population  of  it  by  freemen, 
prevents  manufacturers  and  other  useful  emi¬ 
grants  from  Europe  from  settling  among  us, 
and  occasions  an  annual  increase  of  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  trade  against  the  colonists.* 

Before  the  Elsberrys  had  been  more 
than  a  year  in  Surry,  the  Revolution  be¬ 
gan,  and  though  they  were  remote  from 
the  centers  of  political  activity,  yet  war¬ 
fare  commenced  at  their  very  doors.  John 
Martin,  the  Tory  Governor  of  North 
Carolina,  not  only  planned  to  arm  the  ne¬ 
groes  to  attack  the  Patriots  (which  scheme 
collapsed  with  the  killing  of  the  first  ne¬ 
gro),  but  planned  an  alliance  with  the 
Indians  against  the  Patriots.  The  first  call 
upon  the  Elsberrys  for  military  service 
was  to  serve  against  them.  In  July,  1776, 
the  Indians  came  unheralded  into  Rowan 
County,  close  to  where  the  Elsberrys  and 
their  relatives,  the  Wrights,  resided. 
They  murdered  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren.  General  Rutherford  of  the  Salis¬ 
bury  military  district,  which  included  the 
county  of  Surry,  hastily  collected  men  and 
wrote  to  the  North  Carolina  Council — 
“This  day  I  set  out  with  what  men  I  can 
raise  for  the  relief  of  the  district.  ...  I 
hope  under  God  we  of  Salisbury  District 
are  able  to  stand  them.”  Within  a  week 
he  gathered  2,500  men,  for  the  men  of 

*  Ashe,  History  of  North  Carolina ,  p.  420. 


Rowan  and  Surry  and  the  adjacent  bor¬ 
ders  sprang  to  arms  at  the  first  call,  ani¬ 
mated  by  a  consuming  purpose  to  inflict 
heavy  punishment  upon  their  murderous 
foe.  Extraordinary,  indeed,  was  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  the  settlers.  Scarcely  could  one 
of  them,  not  a  Tory,  resist  the  call.  Three 
of  our  ancestors,  John  and  Isaac  Elsberry 
and  Captain  John5  Wright  with  his  sons 
probably  participated  in  the  campaign, 
though  unfortunately,  as  the  historian 
Ashe  observes,  “The  names  of  these  men 
are  only  partly  known.”  They  were  all 
volunteers,  literally  “Minute  Men”;  no 
formal  papers  of  enlistment  ever  existed. 
It  will  suffice  to  say  that  on  September  1, 
1776,  Rutherford  detailed  a  hundred 
men  to  range  in  Surry  to  defend  the  fron¬ 
tier,  while  he  with  two  thousand  others 
marched  into  what  later  became  Tennes¬ 
see  and  destroyed  many  Indian  settle¬ 
ments  and  ended  the  menace.  The  Surry 
men  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Joseph 
Williams.  So  swift  had  been  the  action 
that  the  middle  and  upper  Cherokees  soon 
sought  terms  of  peace,  ceding  all  their 
lands  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  the 
Rowan  and  Surry  men  returned  to  their 
homes  within  a  month. 

That  John  Elsberry  served  in  the 
Surry  County  Militia  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  is  shown  by  the  following  certificate: 

[Copy]  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  HIS¬ 
TORICAL  COMMISSION,  Office  of  the 
Secretary,  Raleigh,  May  28,  1918. 

This  is  to  certify  that  there  appears  upon  the 
Revolutionary  Records  of  North  Carolina, 
the  name  of  JOHN  ELSBERRY,  vouchers 
No.  1582  and  No.  5922  having  been  issued 
to  him.  Said  name  appears  in  book  number  33, 
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Army  Accounts ,  old  volume  II  now  rebound 
in  new  volume  X,  page  96,  folio  2.  Said  rec¬ 
ords  formerly  in  custody  of  the  state  auditor 
are  now  in  the  official  custody  of  the  North 
Carolina  Historical  Commission.  [Signed] 
R.  D.  W.  Connor,  Secretary,  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Historical  Commission. 

[ Revolutionary  Army  Accounts,  newly  re¬ 
bound  volume  VII,  new  pages  I,  7,  and  8]  : 

A  List  of  Certificates  to  be  paid  to  the 
Comptroller  for  the  Taxes  of  1787,  including 
those  due  from  the  years  1784?  I7^5>  &  1786 
.  .  .  [Return  of]  Richard  Goode,  Sheriff  of 
Surry 

No.  707  B.  Elsbury  [Principal]  £8-10 

[Interest]  £2—0—9 

No.  715  M.  Elisbury  [Principal]  £16-5 

[Interest]  £4—1-3 

No.  718  J.  Ellisbury  [Principal]  £11-5 

[Interest]  £2—16-* 

These  certificates  were  issued  to  sol¬ 
diers  as  pay  for  their  services  in  lieu  of 
money.  Later  they  were  accepted  by  the 
state,  and  interest  due  on  them  allowed, 
in  payment  of  taxes.  No  detailed  account 
exists  of  the  activities  of  the  Surry  Regi¬ 
ment,  but  in  all  probability  John3  Els- 
berry,  as  well  as  others  of  the  family,  took 
part  in  the  Battle  of  King’s  Mountain. 
Ashe  in  his  History  of  North  Carolina 
(p.  633)  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  engagement: 

On  September  14th  General  William  Lee 
Davidson  ordered  Armstrong,  Cleveland 
[colonel  of  the  Surry  men]  and  Locke  to  unite 
their  forces  and  arrest  Ferguson’s  [the  Tory 
leader]  progress.  .  .  .  They  resolved  on  Fer¬ 
guson’s  destruction.  Campbell  from  Virginia 
joined  Shelby  and  Sevier  at  Watauga,  their 

*  The  brothers  Benjamin^  and  MichaeP  Elsberry 
and  their  cousin  Johns  Elsberry. 


united  forces  numbering  nine  hundred  men, 
and  on  September  25th  crossed  the  mountains, 
where  they  were  met  by  Colonel  McDowell 
with  a  hundred  and  sixty  others,  and  on  the 
30th,  on  the  banks  of  the  Catawba,  they  were 
reinforced  by  Cleveland  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men  of  the  counties  of  Wilkesf  and 
Surry.  Marching  south  on  the  evening  of  Oc¬ 
tober  6th,  they  were  joined  near  Cowpens  by 
Colonel  William’s  force  of  four  hundred. 
There  information  was  received  that  Ferguson 
was  near  Cherokee  ford  of  Broad  River,  about 
thirty  miles  distant.  A  council  of  the  principal 
officers  was  held,  and  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  set  out  that  night  with  nine  hundred  of  the 
best  horsemen,  leaving  the  others  to  follow  as 
fast  as  possible.  Marching  all  night,  at  three 
o’clock  the  next  afternoon  they  reached  the 
vicinity  of  Ferguson’s  corps,  which  had  taken 
a  strong  position  on  the  top  of  King’s  Moun¬ 
tain,  twelve  miles  distant  from  the  ford  and  in 
full  confidence  that  he  could  not  be  forced 
from  a  post  possessing  such  natural  advantages. 
The  assailants  were  formed  into  three  divi¬ 
sions,  and  coolly  ascended  the  mountain  from 
different  directions.  .  .  .  Ferguson  turned 
furiously  on  this  new  foe,  advancing  with  the 
bayonet;  but  Shelby  having  reached  the  sum¬ 
mit,  drove  the  British  along  the  ridge  to  where 
Cleveland  commanded  the  brave  Surryites  who 
stopped  them  in  that  quarter.  ...  At  length 
the  British  commander  sought  to  escape  on 
horseback,  but  fell  dead  trying  to  force  his 
way.$  Of  Ferguson’s  force,  300  were  killed  or 
wounded;  100  regulars  and  700  Loyalists 
taken,  and  1500  stands  of  arms  fell  into  the 
possession  of  the  Whigs.  The  loss  of  the  assail¬ 
ants  was  small.  .  .  .  The  victors  slept  on  the 
battlefield;  but  early  the  next  morning  they 

j-  Wilkes  County  had  shortly  before  been  formed 
out  of  the  western  part  of  Surry. 

X  Colonel  Veasey  Husbands,  one  of  Ferguson’s 
Tory  officers,  was  killed  at  the  same  time  as  Fergu¬ 
son.  He  was  born  in  Cecil  County,  Maryland. 
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set  off  northward  with  their  eight  hundred 
prisoners.  .  .  .  On  reaching  Surry  County 
they  were  turned  over  to  Colonel  Martin  Arm¬ 
strong. 

The  historian,  Ashe,  sums  up  in  a  few 
words  the  far-reaching  effects  of  the  bat¬ 
tle: 

A  new  inspiration  pervaded  every  heart. 
Indeed,  the  victory  at  King’s  Mountain  was 
no  less  extraordinary  as  a  feat  of  arms  than 
potent  in  its  results.  That  undisciplined  and 
unorganized  volunteers  operating  under  neither 
State  nor  Continental  authority  should  have 
achieved  such  a  victory  over  a  force  equal  in 
numbers,  amply  supplied  with  ammunition, 
ably  commanded  and  so  advantageously  posted, 
attested  the  fighting  qualities  of  the  untrained 
inhabitants  and  gave  new  hope  to  those  who 
had  been  disappointed  at  the  conduct  of  the 
militiamen  on  other  fields. 

Surry  County  had  two  important  office¬ 
holders,  Gideon  Wright  and  his  son 
Hezekiah  Wright,*  who  became  Tories 
and  respectively  Colonel  and  Captain  of  a 
Tory  band  that  our  Wright  and  Elsberry 
ancestors  helped  to  drive  out  of  the 
county.  No  sooner  had  the  Surry  Patriots 
returned  home  from  King’s  Mountain 
than  Colonel  Gideon  Wright  and  Captain 
Hezekiah  Wright  with  310  armed  Tories 
gathered  at  the  Surry  county  seat  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  started  south  to  join  Corn¬ 
wallis  at  Charlotte.  They  got  only  as  far 
as  the  Shallow  Ford  on  the  eastern  border 
of  Surry,  on  October  15,  1780,  seven  days 
after  the  main  body  of  Tories  had  been 
captuied  at  King’s  Mountain.  Here  at  the 

*  No  relation  to  our  ancestor  Captain  Johns 
Wright  or  to  any  of  his  ancestors  in  America.  De¬ 
scendants  of  this  Gideon  Wright  now  reside  at  Al¬ 
bany,  Oregon,  and  elsewhere. 


ford  Surry  Patriots,  under  the  leadership 
of  Generals  Sumner  and  Davison  and 
Colonel  Joseph  Williams  (who  had  led 
the  Surry  men  against  the  Cherokees  in 
1:776)  fell  upon  the  Tories  and  scattered 
them  in  flight.f  This  was  the  last  fight  in 
Surry,  and  the  last  for  many  of  the  Surry 
men  in  the  war,  as  the  majority  of  them 
having  served  upon  the  occasion  (the  de¬ 
feat  of  Ferguson),  for  which  they  had 
been  summoned  a  few  weeks  before,  set¬ 
tled  down  into  the  security  their  valor  had 
achieved.  This  period  of  active  service 
forms  the  third  and  last  service  with 
which  John3  Elsberry  can  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  third  certificate  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  state. 

John3  Elsberry  died  before  pensions 
were  granted  to  the  heroes  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  j  so  his  own  story  of  his  experiences  in 
that  war  was  not  submitted  in  an  affidavit 
to  the  Bureau  of  Pensions,  as  was  the  case 
with  his  much  younger  brother  Jacob3 
Elsberry.  Still,  even  to  this  day,  has 
continued  the  tradition  among  Elsberry 
descendants  that  John3  Elsberry  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution.  One  instance  of  this  is  cited  in  an 
affidavit J  executed  on  September  16, 
I9IG  by  Oliver  Silvester  Hendrixson  of 
Feesburg,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  aged 
sixty-two  years,  great-great-grandson  of 
John3  Elsberry  and  son  of  the  late  Jona¬ 
than  and  Francena  (Elsberry)  Hendrix¬ 
son,  in  which  he  declares: 

My  mother,  born  November  19,  1813,  had 
informed  me,  before  her  death  on  October  27, 

t  L.  C.  Draper,  King’s  Mountain  and.  Its  Heroes 
P-  433- 

t  This  affidavit  is  in  the  possession  of  E.  L.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Esquire,  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
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1878,  that  her  people  before  her  in  Ohio- 
meaning  the  Elsberrys — came  to  Ohio  from 
North  Carolina;  and,  also,  that  John  Elsberry, 
her  direct  ancestor  in  North  Carolina,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

In  the  year  1877  there  were  living  at 
Bethel,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  George7 
Washington  Elsberry  (great-great- 
grandson  of  John3  Elsberry)  and  Zacha- 
riah  Riley,  born  in  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina,  in  1791,  whose  mother  Frances 
(Wright)  Riley  was  a  sister  of  our,  and 
the  late  George7  Washington  Elsberry’s, 
direct  ancestress,  Agatha6  (Wright)  Els¬ 
berry.  She  had  resided  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  the  center  of  Bethel  until 
some  years  after  the  death  there  in  1813 
of  her  husband,  Isaac4  Elsberry.  Zacha- 
riah  Riley  was  thus  Agatha  (Wright) 
Elsberry’s  own  nephew,  and  it  is  evident 
that  when  a  young  man  he  not  only  often 
saw  her  and  her  husband  Isaac,  but,  more¬ 
over,  had  seen,  when  a  young  boy  in 
North  Carolina,  Isaac’s  father,  John3  Els¬ 
berry  the  Patriot.  In  a  genealogical  inter¬ 
view  with  Zachariah  Riley,  had  at  Bethel 
about  1877  by  George  Washington  Els¬ 
berry,  and  published  in  the  Bethel  Jour¬ 
nal  for  May  23,  1902,  it  was  stated, 
among  other  facts,*  by  Zachariah  Riley, 
that 

John3  Elsberry  was  an  earnest  Methodist,  and 
on  a  corner  of  his  farm  in  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina,  a  church  was  built  that  was 
ever  afterwards  known  as  Elsberry’s  meeting¬ 
house. 

The  exact  dates  of  the  gift  of  land  and 

*  See  p.  239,  Vol.  II,  for  further  reference  to  this 
interview. 


of  the  erection  of  this  the  first  Methodist 
house  of  worship  in  northwestern  North 
Carolina  are  indeterminate,  but  the  gift  of 
land  must  have  been  made  before  he  re¬ 
moved  from  Surry  to  Wilkes  (later 
Ashe)  County  in  1793.  Any  Methodist 
services  held  in  southwestern  Surry  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolution  must  have  been  held 
at  his  house  or  at  the  home  of  some  other 
convert.  Rev.  Joseph  Pilmoor,  the  first 
Methodist  preacher  in  the  state,  probably 
visited  John  Elsberry  soon  after  the  cir¬ 
cuit  for  Methodist  preachers  was  ar¬ 
ranged  in  1777.  The  date  of  the  erection 
of  the  Elsberry  meetinghouse,  neces¬ 
sarily  before  1793,  may  be  placed  about 
the  close  of  the  Revolution,  1782, — 
surely  not  later  than  1785  when  the  Rev. 
Francis  Asbury  visited  North  Carolina 
and  held  at  Louisburg  a  conference  of  the 
leading  Methodists  of  the  state.  On  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1917,  we  inquired  in  person  at 
the  County  Court  House,  Yadkinville,  of 
J.  L.  Crater,  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court, 
if  he  knew  of  a  church  in  Yadkin  County 
called  Elsberry’s.  He  replied: 

The  Elsberry  Methodist  Church  is  ten  miles 
west  of  here,  beyond  Hamptonville.  See  A.  D. 
Gentry;  he  lives  close  to  the  church.  The  first 
church  you  come  to  beyond  Hamptonville  is 
Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church.  The  Elsberry 
Church  is  a  mile  or  more  beyond  that.  I  will 
give  you  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr. 
Gentry. 

On  October  5,  1917,  we  visited  the 
Elsberry  meetinghouse  in  company  with 
A.  D.  Gentry,  a  tall,  dignified  gentleman 
of  benign  countenance  and  of  splendid 
physical  and  mental  activities  for  his 
eighty  years  of  life.  He  resided  about 
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three  hundred  yards  from  the  church. 
Mr.  Gentry  stated: 

I  am  a  trustee  of  this  church.  I  have  been 
trying  to  find  out  what  became  of  the  original 
deed  of  gift  of  the  property.  The  old  papers 
were  not  turned  over  to  me  when  I  became 
trustee.  There  have  been  quite  a  number  of 
trustees,  and  I  do  not  know  who  was  the  last 
one  that  had  the  old  papers,  nor  what  has  be¬ 
come  of  them.  We  now  generally  call  it  the 
Methodist  Church,  but  it  used  to  be  called 
Elsberry’s  Meeting  House.  Yes,  I  have  under¬ 
stood  that  it  took  that  name  after  a  man  who 
lived  here.  He  was  a  Methodist,  but  I  do  not 
remember  whether  he  built  the  first  meeting 
house  that  stood  here,  or  only  gave  the  land 
for  it.  It  has  always  been  a  Methodist  Church, 
and  well  supported.  At  times  there  was  no 
minister  here  to  preach,  but  meetings  have  been 
held  most  of  the  time  as  far  back  as  I  can  re¬ 
member.  The  Gentry  family  has  lived  in  these 
parts  for  more’n  a  century,  back  to  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War  I  reckon.  I  was  born  and  have 
mostly  lived  around  here.  The  church  as  you 
now  see  it  is  the  second  one  on  the  site;  it  is 
larger  than  the  first  one.  We  now  have  over 
a  hundred  members  and  the  building  is  too 
small.  We  need  new  seats.  It  was  enlarged  in 
my  time,  more’n  fifty  years  ago.  I  went  to 
church  in  the  old  one.  It  was  about  half  the 
size  of  this  church,  and  built  of  logs  with  split- 
tree  seats  set  up  on  pegs  like  a  stool.  I  reckon 
that  log  house  was  the  first  Elsberry  Church; 
it  looked  very  old,  as  I  remember  it.  It  ex¬ 
tended  a  little  more  to  the  right  than  now. 

No  Elsberrys  lived  here  during  my  time. 
Many  years  ago  I  heard  their  name  mentioned. 

I  don’t  know  where  their  house  stood.  You  say 
the  county  deeds  say  their  land  was  on  both 
sides  of  a  branch  of  the  north  fork  of  Hunting 
Creek.  That  must  mean  the  fork  now  called 
Flat  Rock  Creek.  The  branch  of  it  is  down 
there  behind  the  church.  I’ll  show  you.  This 


branch  begins  not  far  above  here  and  goes  into 
Flat  Rock  Creek,  then  to  Hunting  Creek.  Up 
there  on  the  higher  ground  beyond  this  little 
branch,  where  that  house  is,  there  was  a  very 
old  house  many  years  ago.  It  was  made  of 
logs  and  plank,  older  and  larger  than  that  old 
log  house  back  up  on  the  other  side  of  the 
church  where  the  path  from  the  church  goes 
into  the  road  back  to  my  house.  The  house 
that  was  here  was  pulled  down  before  the 
Civil  War.  You  see  it  was  about  two  hundred 
yards  west  of  the  church.  Some  of  my  farm 
may  have  been  a  part  of  the  original  Els¬ 
berry’s,  but  I  don’t  know  who  the  first  owners 
were.  The  pine  trees  around  the  church  have 
always  been  there  so  far  as  I  know.  There  are 
several  acres  of  the  church  land  including  the 
graveyard.  It  reaches  down  to  the  creek.  My 
land  joins  the  church  land,  and  I  recently  gave 
the  church  a  piece  off  my  side  to  enlarge  the 
graveyard.  That’s  why  I  want  to  find  the  old 
papers  of  the  church.  The  church  now  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Methodist  Conference;  it  used  to 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Society.  No,  I  don’t 
know  who  was  buried  by  those  old  stones; 
there’s  no  marks  on  them.  No,  I  don’t  remem¬ 
ber  anyone  named  Husbands  living  here.  I’ve 
heard  of  Wrights,  but  don’t  know  which  their 
place  was.  The  looks  of  things  haven’t  changed 
much  here  in  many  years.  There  is  still  plenty 
of  timber  all  around;  the  clearings  haven’t 
been  increased  much.  It’s  good  soil  for  corn 
and  tobacco.  There’s  no  whiskey  made  in  this 
neighborhood.  It’s  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
church  to  Buck  Shoal. 

The  belief  that  John  Elsberry  built  the 
Elsberry  meetinghouse  near  the  end  of 
the  Revolution  arises  from  the  fact  that 
on  October  14,  1781,  he  raised  the  sum 
of  $1,500  by  selling  land  to  William 
Petty.  \Surry  Deeds,  B— 98.]  The  name 
of  John  Elsberry  not  appearing  in  the 
Census  of  1790  as  printed  by  the  Federal 
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Government  and  by  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  recourse  was  had  to  the  original 
manuscript  preserved  at  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  in  Washington,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  result: 

[First  Census  of  the  United  States ,■  North 

Carolina ,  Salisbury  district ,  Surry  County , 

MS,  p.  521] : 

John  Elsbery.  Free  white  males  of  16  years 
and  upward,  including  heads  of  families,  I. 
Free  white  males  under  16  years,  3*  Free  white 
females  including  heads  of  families,  I.  All 
other  persons,  o.  Slaves,  o. 

The  household  thus  consisted  of  him¬ 
self,  his  wife,  and  three  boys  whose  iden¬ 
tity  being  unknown  may  have  been  either 
employees  or  grandsons.  One  was  prob¬ 
ably  Sidney  Maxwell  whom  he  be¬ 
friended.  The  others  appear  separately: 

(Page  521)  Isaac  Elsberry,  1-5-2;  (page 

518)  William  Elsbery,  1— 0— 1;  (page  518) 
Airs  Hudspeth  Jr.,  1-1-4-0-3;  (page  519) 
Alexander  Lacham,  I— I— I  [Latham]  ;  (page 

519)  Sidney  Maxfield,  I-  [Maxwell];  Jacob 
Elsberry,  1— 1— 2. 

On  September  27,  1791,  John3  Els¬ 
berry  procured  for  Sidney  Maxwell  a  li¬ 
cense  to  marry  his  daughter,  Catherine 
Elsberry,  by  filing  a  bond  binding  both 
men  in  the  sum  of  £500  to  the  governor 
of  North  Carolina.  This  original  bond 
was  found  in  September,  1917,  in  a  mass 
of  old  papers  then  stored  in  a  wooden 
shed  at  Dobson,  the  county  seat.  This 
bond  was  found  to  bear  on  the  outside  the 
title,  the  date,  and  the  names  of  the  per¬ 
sons  concerned.  The  inside  contained  only 
the  signatures  of  the  bondsmen  with  the 
attestation  of  the  clerk.  The  omission  of 


the  formal  text  of  the  bond  was  due,  per¬ 
haps,  to  the  aversion  of  the  clerk  to  writ¬ 
ing  out  the  document  in  full  when  he 
could  collect  his  fee  by  merely  causing  the 
applicant  to  sign  a  piece  of  blank  paper, 
which  he  witnessed,  folded  up,  and  in¬ 
dorsed  with  the  title  and  date.  That 
method  was  peculiar  to  southern  county 
clerks  when  there  did  not  happen  to  be 
printed  blank  forms  at  hand.  So  Catherine 
Elsberry’s  marriage  bond  bears  only  the 
words  on  the  outside: 

“Catherine  Elsberry  &  Sidney  Maxwell.  Sid¬ 
ney  Maxwell’s  Mars  Bond.  27th  Septemr 
1791.  8s  pd.  to  R.W.  As.  C.”  On  the  inside 
are  the  signatures:  “Sidney  Maxwell  by  John 
Elsberry  [seal].  John  Elsberry  [seal];  Signed 
sealed  &  delivered  in  presence  of  RoM  Wil¬ 
liams  As.  C.” 

Sidney  and  Catherine4  (Elsberry) 
Maxwell  removed  with  John3  Elsberry 
about  the  year  1793  to  the  narrow  valley 
of  the  north  fork  of  the  New  River,  now 
in  Ashe  County,  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge, 
where  some  of  their  descendants  still  re¬ 
side.  The  western  crest  of  the  Appala¬ 
chians  forms  the  line  between  Tennessee 
and  North  Carolina.  One  of  the  many  de¬ 
scendants  now  living  there  still  remem¬ 
bers  the  story  of  how  Sidney  Maxwell 
was  befriended  by  John3  Elsberry.  He 
writes  to  us  in  part  as  follows: 

Ashland  N.C.  Oct.,  8,  igij 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  addressed 
to  my  father,  I  will  say  my  father,  Sidney 
Maxwell,  is  dead,  but  I  heard  him  talk  a  great 
deal  about  his  grandfather,  Sidney  Maxwell, 
who  came  from  Virginia.  He  ran  away  from 
his  father  in  search  of  an  older  brother  and 
came  to  Surry  County,  but  never  found  his 
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brother.  He  hired  to  an  old  citizen  I  do  not 
know  the  name  of,  but  a  man  of  God,*  when 
twelve  years  old.  ...  He  went  to  wagoning 
and  hauling  produce  and  goods  to  and  from  a 
place  called  Chres  Hills.  .  .  .  The  first  Sid¬ 
ney  Maxwell  did  marry  an  Elsberry,  but  I 
don’t  know  who  the  other  Elsberry  girls  mar¬ 
ried.  The  old  Sidney  Maxwell  was  the  first 
settler  on  New  River.  Him  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Ball  and  Miller,  came  to  Ashe  County 
together  and  settled  at  a  place  that  is  called 
Clifton,  in  the  year  1800  I  guess.  Then  in  a 
few  years  he  sold  out  and  moved  up  the  river 
about  two  miles  at  a  place  at  the  mouth  of 
Rich  Hill  [creek  on  New  River],  called  Fig 
P.  O.  now;  and  he  and  his  wife  had  one  son 
and  three  daughters.  The  son  was  called  Lar¬ 
kin  Maxwell.  The  post  office  those  days  was 
called  North  Forke,  Ashe  County.  Larkin 
Maxwell  married  Elizabeth  Eller.  He  was  my 
father  Sidney  Maxwell’s  father.  My  father 
was  named  after  his  grandfather  who  was 
said  to  be  the  richest  man  in  Ashe  County,  in 
his  lifetime,  .  .  .  One  half  of  Ashe  County 
today  are  the  relations  of  old  Sidney  Maxwell. 
They  are  all  high  toned  people  and  have  good 
farms.  .  .  .  The  old  building  of  the  old  Sid¬ 
ney  Maxwell  is  still  standing.  He  owned  nine 
corn  mills  in  his  day;  he  was  a  slave  holder — 
owned  forty-odd  negroes.  You  spoke  about  the 
old  Sidney  Maxwell’s  wife.  She  [was]  buried 
on  his  farm  at  the  mouth  of  Rich  Hill  about 
the  year  1858,  I  guess.  She  was  an  Elsberry 
to  the  best  of  what  I  heard.  .  .  .  Yours  as 
ever,  (signed)  R.  S.  Maxwell. 

Ashland-  N.C.  Oct.,  20,  igij 

...  I  guess  I  could  find  some  of  the  old 
deeds  that  my  great-grandfather  Sidney  Max¬ 
well  owned  among  the  great-grandchildren. 
...  He  was  of  English  descent.  He  sure  came 
from  Va.,  when  about  twelve  years  old  and 

*  This  reference,  undoubtedly  meaning-  John3  Els¬ 
berry,  reflects  the  religious  character  of  the  latter. 


hired  to  a  man  for  25  cts  a  day  for  several 
years;  and  he  married  Catherine  Elseberry  and 
emigrated  to  Ashe  County  and  took  up  a  farm 
that  is  called  Clifton.  It  was  Wilkes  County 
then.  ...  I  heard  father  say  he  was  about 
eighty  years  old  .  .  .  died  at  his  home  at  the 
mouth  of  Rich  Hill  and  was  buried  there  on 
his  own  land  in  the  year  of  about  1845.  His 
wife  died  about  1856  and  is  also  buried  at  the 
old  home  place.  There  are  no  stones  put  up  to 
mark  their  graves,  except  rocks.  I  don’t  know 
if  the  old  Bible  is  [extant]  but  I  guess  it’s 
been  destroyed.  The  house  has  been  moved 
about  one-half  mile,  but  it  is  put  up  just  as  it 
was.  .  .  .  Larkin  Maxwell  died  in  1891;  he 
was  ninety-nine  years  old  according  to  my 
Bible  .  .  .  My  great-grandfather  [Sidney 
Maxwell]  continued  to  be  a  Methodist  to  the 
last.  .  .  .  He  met  the  man  of  God  in  Surry 
County  and  hired  to  him  and  staid  there  sev¬ 
eral  years.  .  .  .  [signed]  R.  S.  Maxwell. 

The  Surry  tax  assessor  for  1793  found 
John3  Elsberry  missing,  though  his  son, 
Isaac4,  his  brother  Jacob3  Elsberry,  his 
son-in-law  Alexander  Latham,  Gerard 
Riley,  and  William  Elsberry  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Surry  tax  list  of  that  year. 
The  following  two  deeds  of  sale  of  his 
Surry  estate  in  1793  indicate  the  time  of 
his  removal  from  Surry  County  and  his 
settlement  in  Wilkes: 

[Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  Deed  Book 

F,  p.  180.  Abstract]: 

Indenture  dated  9  Jan.  1793,  whereby  John 
Elsberry  of  Surry  County,  province  of  North 
Carolina,  sells  to  John  Stevens  of  the  same 
county,  for  £25,  300  acres  “on  the  waters  of 
North  Hunting  Creek  .  .  .  including  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Meets  &  boundaries,  beginning  at  Isaac 
Elsberry’s  North  West  corner  pine,  runs  East 
15  Chains  to  a  post  Oak,  North  30  Chains  to 
a  post  Oak,  West  80  Chains  to  a  black  Oak 


229 


The  Elsherrys  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 


in  the  big  branch,  thence  Down  same  as  it 
meanders  to  Isaac  Elsberry’s  corner  maple, 
East  40  Chains  to  a  stake,  thence  North  to 
the  beginning.  John  Elsberry  [Seal] 

S.  Wood  Robert  Frazier  [Proved  in  court 
by  the  oath  of  Stephen  Wood,  May  term, 
1795.]” 

The  second  deed  includes  the  house 
built  by  John3  Elsberry — perhaps  the  one 
two  hundred  yards  behind  the  Elsberry 
meetinghouse  that  was  destroyed  before 
the  Civil  War. 

[1 Surry  County ,  North  Carolina.  Deed  Book 

F,  p.  144.  Abstract]  : 

John  Ellsberry  to  Samuel  Mash. 

This  Indenture  made  the  23d  of  Ocr.  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  three  and  seventeenth  year  of 
our  American  Independence  between  John 
Elsberry  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  & 
County  of  Wilks  on  the  one  part  and  Samuel 
Marsh  of  the  state  aforesaid  and  County  of 
Surry  of  the  other  part  Witnesseth  that  for  and 
in  consideration  of  Sixty  pounds  specie  by  the 
sd  Samuel  Marsh  to  the  sd  John  Elsberry  in 
hand  paid,  (etc.)  .  .  .  that  messuage  or  tene¬ 
ment  of  Land  being  and  lying  in  the  County 
of  Surry  and  on  North  Hunting  Creek,  be¬ 
ginning  at  a  White  Oak,  running  North  thirty 
six  Chains  to  a  white  Oak,  thence  East  thirty 
six  Chains  and  a  quarter  to  a  pine,  thence 
South  sixty  Chains  and  a  half  to  a  white  Oak, 
thence  West  forty  Chains  to  a  stake,  thence 
North  twenty  four  Chains  and  a  half  to 
Crain’s  Corner,  thence  eight  rods  more  to  a 
stake,  thence  West  twenty  Rods  to  a  hickory 
Saplin,  thence  South  eight  Rods  to  a  post  Oak 
in  Pennell’s  line,  then  West  with  said  line  to 
the  Beginning  containing  and  now  laid  out  for 
two  hundred  and  ninety  nine  Acres  of  Land 
more  or  less.  To  have  and  to  Hold  (etc.)  .  .  . 


Including  the  Improvement  where  the  said 
John  Elsberry  formerly  dwelt  with  all  its  ap¬ 
purtenances  rights  and  privileges  in  any  wise 
belonging  to  him  the  said  Samuel  Marsh  (etc.) 
...  In  Witness  whereof  the  said  John  Els¬ 
berry  have  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed 
his  seal  this  day  &  date  above  written 

John  Elsbury 

Signed,  sealed  &  acknowledged  in  the  presence 
of  Stephen  Wood  Sidney  Maxwell. 
Surry  County  Novr  term  1794.  The  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  within  deed  was  duly  proved  in 
open  Court  by  Stephen  Wood  &  ordered  to  be 
registered. 

Test.  Jo  Williams  C.C. 

That  deed  is  the  last  record  of  the  pres¬ 
ence  (October  23,  1793)  in  Surry  County 
of  John3  Elsberry  and  his  son-in-law  Sid¬ 
ney  Maxwell.  Together  with  their  fami¬ 
lies,  they  traversed  Boone’s  trail  across  the 
present  county  of  Wilkes,  over  the  Blue 
Ridge,  to  the  North  Fork  of  the  New 
River  to  Stephen  Reed’s  property  at  what 
is  now  the  mouth  of  Copeland  Creek  near 
the  village  of  Clifton — a  little  southwest 
of  the  center  of  Ashe  County,  less  than 
sixteen  miles  from  Tennessee,  and  from 
Surry  a  journey  of  about  seventy-five 
miles.  On  May  6,  1779,  and  May  2, 
1780,  Stephen  Reed  filed  claims  to  450 
acres  of  land  “on  both  sides  North  fork 
of  New  River  .  .  .  including  the  Im¬ 
provements,  whereon  Edward  King  & 
Charles  Little  lives” ;  and  on  December 
20,  1791,  these  lands  were  formally 
granted  to  Stephen  Reed  by  the  governor 
of  North  Carolina.*  Owing  to  the  care¬ 
lessness  (in  some  cases  amounting  to 

*  Book  75,  pp.  353,  364.  File  Nos.  1020  and 
1051.  Office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina. 
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criminal  negligence)  on  the  part  of  some 
former  official  custodians  of  the  public 
records,  the  book  in  which  Stephen  Reed’s 
deed  to  John  Elsberry  was  recorded  has 
been  lost.  The  date  of  that  deed,  and  the 
purchase  price  are  unknown.  The  only 
evidence  of  the  former  existence  of  the 
deed  is  in  a  court  record  showing  that 
quite  a  long  period  of  months  may  have 
passed  after  the  sale  before  the  deed  was 
taken  to  the  Wilkes  County  Court  House, 
east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  forty  miles 
from  Clifton,  to  be  recorded: 

[North  Carolina  Historical  Commission ]  : 

Book  of  Wilkes  County  Court  Records 
from  May  6,  1796  to  May  Term,  1797: 
“At  a  County  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter 
Sessions  begun  and  held  for  the  County  of 
Wilkes  at  the  Court  House  in  Wilkes  on  the 
first  Monday,  it  being  the  first  day  of  May 
A.D.  I797>  an(l  °f  the  Independence  the  21st 
Year.  ...  A  deed  from  Stephen  Reed  to 
John  Elsberry  for  one  hundred  and  eighty 
four  Acres  was  acknowledged  in  open  Court 
by  said  Stephen  Reed  and  ordered  to  be  reg¬ 
istered.  6/” 

This  land  is  shown  by  a  deed  of  sale 
executed  after  the  death  of  John3  Els¬ 
berry  to  be  at  the  mouth  of  Copeland 
Creek  on  the  north  fork  of  New  River, 
and  in  the  present  township  of  Clifton. 
Sidney  Maxwell  had  selected,  before  1795, 
land  which  was  “improved,”  and  in  that 
year  had  it  officially  surveyed  to  him.  The 
warrant  for  the  survey,  dated  September 
2,  1 795?  was  first  made  out  to  the  Charles 
Little  named  in  the  grant  to  Stephen 
Reed;  Little  transferring  his  right  therein 
to  Sidney  Maxwell.  [ North  Carolina. 
Secretary  of  State's  Office.  Land  Grants. 


File  No.  1354 •]  This  land  was  over  a 
mile  farther  up  the  north  fork  than  John 
Elsberry’s  land,  the  distance  between  the 
mouths  of  Copeland  Creek  and  Rich  Hill 
Creek;  and  the  village  of  Clifton  is  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  New  River  oppo¬ 
site  Copeland  Creek. 

Isaac4  Elsberry  and  his  family  re¬ 
mained  in  Surry  County  until  after  the 
U.S.  census  of  1800  was  taken.  What  be¬ 
came  of  his  sister  and  brother-in-law 
Hudspeth  has  not  been  traced.  They  dis¬ 
appear  from  the  Surry  records.  Eliza¬ 
beth4  Elsberry  and  her  husband,  Alexan¬ 
der  Latham,  who  had  married  before 
1788,  went  with  or  followed  her  father  to 
Ashe  County,  as  is  proved  by  the  U.S. 
census  of  1800,  which  also  reveals  the 
household  of  John3  Elsberry  in  Clifton 
Township: 

[ Original  MS.  of  U.S.  Census  1800.  Bureau 
of  the  Census ,  Washington,  D.CS\  : 

North  Carolina,  Ashe  County  .  .  . 
John  Ellsberry.  Males  under  10 — o;  10  to 
16 — o;  16  to  26 — O;  26  to  45 — 0;  over 
45 — I.  Females  under  10 — o;  10  to  16 — 
O ;  1 6  to  26 — I ;  26  to  45 — o ;  over  45 — I . 
All  other  persons  except  Indians — I.  Slaves, 
o. 

Alexander  Latham.  Males  under  10 — 3;  10 
to  16 — ij  16  to  26 — o;  26  to  45 — 1.  Fe¬ 
males  under  10 — I;  10  to  16 — 0;  16  to 
26 — o;  26  to  45 — 1 

Sidney  Maxwell.  Males  under  10 — I;  10  to 
16 — o;  16  to  26 — o;  26  to  45 — 1.  Fe¬ 
males  under  10 — I;  10  to  16 — O;  16  to 
26 — O;  26  to  45 — 1 

The  female  in  John  Elsberry’s  house 
aged  between  sixteen  and  twenty-six,  in 
addition  to  his  wife  aged  above  forty-five, 
was  probably  Pamelia  Husbands,  the  wife 


231 


The  Elsherrys  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 


of  his  grandson  Johns  Elsberry,  who  may 
be  designated  as  the  one  “other  person.” 
This  is  highly  probable  because  this 
grandson  John5  had  married  Pamelia 
Husbands  in  Surry  on  February  2 6, 

1 799 5  and  certainly  had  left  his  father 
Isaac4  Elsberry  in  Surry  and  arrived  at 
the  grandfather’s  house  at  the  mouth  of 
Copeland  Creek,  Ashe  County,  before 
December  8,  1800,  as  the  following  deed, 
citing  John5  Elsberry’s  grandfather  John3 
Elsberry’s  addition  to  his  land,  was  signed 
by  the  grandson  John5  Elsberry  as  a  wit¬ 
ness.  The  deed  also  distinguishes  the  two 
men  of  the  same  name  by  describing  the 
grandfather  as  senior.  This  document 
clears  up  a  confusion  between  these  two 
men  which  had  led  to  their  being  re¬ 
garded  as  one  person.  An  abstract  of  the 
deed  is  here  presented: 

[Jefferson,  Ashe  Countyy  North  Carolina. 

Registry  of  Deeds ,  Book  A,  p.  74]  : 

Edward  King  to  John  Ellsbury.  This 
indenture  made  this  8th  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred,  between  Edward  King  of  the  one  part 
and  John  Ellsbury,  Sen.,  of  the  other  part, 
both  of  the  County  of  Ashe  and  State  of  North 
Carolina. 

Witnesseth:  that  he  the  [said]  Edward 
for  .  .  .  one  hundred  dollars  .  .  .  hath  sold 
.  .  .  unto  him  the  said  John  a  certain  piece  of 
land  situate  in  the  county  aforesaid  on  the 
North  Fork  of  New  River,  containing  twenty 
two  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  being  part 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  acre  survey,  Beginning 
at  an  old  mill  seat,  running  North  twenty 
West  twelve  poles,  then  West  forty  four  to  a 
buckeye,  then  South  seventeen  East  twenty  two 
poles  to  a  maple,  then  South  twenty  four  West 
sixteen  poles,  then  South  ten  poles,  then  ten 
[rtc]  South  thirty  four  East  ten  poles  to  a 


maple,  then  South  seventeen  West  four  poles 
to  a  lynn,  then  South  twenty  four  East  five 
poles  to  a  stake,  then  North  eighty  four  East 
twenty  six  poles  to  a  beech,  then  South  fifty 
West  ten  poles  to  a  sugar  tree  then  East  forty 
poles  to  a  white  oak,  then  to  the  first  station. 
...  In  witness  whereof  he  the  said  Edward 
hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed  his  seal 
the  day  and  date  above  written. 

his 

Edward  X  King  [Seal] 
mark 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presnts  of 
Alexander  Latham,  Edward  King,  Jun., 
John  Ellsbury. 

North  Carolina,  Ashe  County.  Feb.  Term, 
1801.  The  within  deed  was  duly  proven  in 
open  court  by  the  oath  of  Edward  King  and 
ordered  to  be  registered.  Test:  Jno.  McMil¬ 
lan,  C.  C.  C. 

Eight  months  after  this  deed,  John3 
Elsberry  sold  at  a  large  profit  the  land  he 
first  bought  in  Ashe  County  of  Stephen 
Reed.  As  his  deed  of  purchase  was  re¬ 
corded  in  the  lost  first  book  of  Ashe 
County  deeds,  the  deed  of  sale  merits  ab¬ 
stracting,  as  it  gives  the  only  extant  indi¬ 
cations  of  the  exact  location  of  the  land: 

[7 efferson,  Ashe  County ,  North  Carolina. 

Registry  of  Deeds ,  Book  A,  p.  201]  : 

John  Ellsbury  to  James  Chappel.  This 
indenture  made  this  fourth  day  of  August  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  one,  between  John  Ellsbury  of  Ashe 
County  and  State  of  North  Carolina,  of  the 
one  part  and  James  Chappel  of  the  county  and 
state  aforesaid  of  the  other  part: 

Witnesseth:  that  the  said  John  Ellsbury 
for  .  .  .  one  hundred  pounds  .  .  .  hath  sold 
.  .  .  unto  the  said  James  Chappel,  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  in  the  aforesaid 
County  of  Ashe,  containing  one  hundred  and 
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eighty  four  acres,  Beginning  at  the  deep  ford 
of  North  Fork  of  New  River  running  South 
forty  six  West  one  hundred  poles  to  a  maple, 
then  North  forty  two  West  seven  poles  to  a 
chestnut,  then  South  fifty  seven  West  eighty 
poles  to  a  beech,  then  South  twenty  two  poles 
to  a  stake  in  the  line  of  a  four  hundred  acre 
tract,  then  West  with  said  line  seventy  poles 
to  a  stake,  then  North  forty  seven  West  two 
hundred  and  thirty  two  poles  to  a  stake  in  the 
said  old  line,  then  North  twenty  seven  poles 
to  a  stake,  the  old  corner,  then  East  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  four  poles  to  a  stake  at  the 
bent  of  the  river  above  the  mouth  of  Copeland 
Creek,  then  South  forty  five  West  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy  eight  poles  to  the  first  station. 
...  In  witness  where  of  the  said  John  Ells- 
bury  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed  his 
seal  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

John  Ellsbury  [Seal] 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presents  of  us: 

his 

Robert  Nall,  Christian  x  Burkett 
his  mark 

Wells  x  Blevins 
mark 

Acknowledged.  North  Carolina,  Ashe  County. 
February  Term,  1802.  The  within  deed  was 
duly  proven  in  open  court  by  acknowledgment 
of  John  Ellsbury  in  order  to  be  registered. 
Test:  Jno.  McMillan,  C.C.C. 

Still  further  indication  of  the  site  of 
John3  Elsberry’s  house  is  given  in  the 
deed  whereby  six  months  later  he  bought 
six  acres: 

[7 effersofiy  Ashe  County ,  North  Carolina. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Book  A ,  p.  203]  : 

James  Chappel  to  John  Ellsbury.  This 
indenture  made  this  the  eighth  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  two,  between  James  Chappel  and 


John  Ellsbury,  both  of  the  County  of  Ashe  and 
State  of  North  Carolina.  Witnesseth:  that  the 
said  James  for  .  .  .  thirty  shillings  .  .  .  hath 
sold  .  .  .  unto  him  the  said  John,  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  containing  six  acres,  part  of  a 
four  hundred  acre  tract  on  the  North  Fork 
of  New  River,  Beginning  at  the  old  line  at  a 
maple  above  the  head  of  a  branch  where  the 
said  Ellsbury  now  lives,  running  South  thirty 
poles  to  a  buckeye  then  East  thirty  two  poles 
to  a  stake,  then  North  to  the  old  line.  ...  In 
witness  whereof  the  said  James  hath  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  affixed  his  seal  the  day  and 
date  above  written. 

his 

James  x  Chappel  [Seal] 
mark 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presents  of 

his 

Robert  Nall,  Wells  x  Blevins, 

his  mark 

Christian  x  Burkett 
mark 

Acknowledged.  North  Carolina,  Ashe  County. 
February  Term,  1802.  The  within  deed  was 
duly  proven  in  open  court  by  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  James  Chappel  in  order  to  be  reg¬ 
istered.  Test:  Jno.  McMillan,  C.C.C. 

Again  in  1802  John3  Elsberry  pur¬ 
chased  land;  this  time  three  to  four  miles 
southwestward  up  the  river  from  Clifton, 
on  which  land  now  is  built  the  village  of 
Creston  in  Creston  Township.  This  deed 
being  the  last  record  now  extant  of  John3 
Elsberry  before  his  death,  a  few  months 
afterward,  it  is  abstracted: 

[7 efferson,  Ashe  County ,  North  Carolina. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Book  A}  p.  272]  : 

Robert  Boyd  to  John  Ellsbury.  This 
indenture  made  this  .  .  .  day  of  ...  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
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and  two  between  Robert  Boyd  and  John  Ells- 
bury,  both  of  the  County  of  Ashe  and  State  of 
North  Carolina:  Witnesseth:  that  he  the  said 
Robert  for  .  .  .fifty  dollars  .  .  .  hath  sold 
.  .  .  unto  the  aforesaid  John,  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  containing  forty  five  acres,  situated  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  Beginning  at  a  buckeye 
stump  near  a  cleft  on  the  East  side  of  the 
North  Fork  of  New  River,  running  up  the 
meanders  of  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the 
three  top  fork,  then  up  said  fork  one  hundred 
poles  to  a  stake,  then  North  thirty  two  East 
thirty  poles  to  a  stake,  then  North  thirty  nine 
West  twenty  poles  to  a  white  oak  stump,  then 
North  thirty  nine  East  seventy  two  poles  to  a 
white  oak  in  the  old  line  of  the  said  survey, 
then  to  the  first  station.  ...  In  witness 
whereof  he  the  said  Robert  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  affixed  his  seal,  the  day  and  date 
above  written. 

Robert  Boyd,  [Seal] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presents  of 
James  Chappel  Alexander  Latham 
Robert  King. 

North  Carolina,  Ashe  County.  May  Term, 
1802.  The  within  deed  was  duly  proven  in 
open  Court  by  the  oath  of  James  Chappel  in 
order  to  be  registered.  Test:  Jno  McMillan, 

c.c.c. 

Alexander  Latham,  the  witness  to  this 
deed,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth4  Elsberry, 
have  many  descendants  living  in  Ashe 
County.  Charles  R.  Latham,  sheriff  of 
Ashe  County,  who  resides  at  Clifton 
where  Alexander  and  Elizabeth4  (Els¬ 
berry)  Latham  and  John3  Elsberry  first 
located  after  leaving  Surry,  said  on 
March  8,  1918: 

My  great-grandfather  Alexander  Latham 
married  Bettie  Eldsberry,  and  they  and  some 
other  of  the  Eldsberrys  were  buried  about  two 


miles  west  of  this  place.  Very  sorry  that  I  am 
not  able  to  give  more  definite  information  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  It  seems  that  people  in 
this  part  of  the  country  were  very  careless  as 
to  keeping  family  records. 

Thus  have  the  founders  of  Clifton  and 
Creston,  the  men  and  women  who  had  the 
vision  that  led  them  over  the  great  barrier 
of  mountains,  been  forgotten  by  many  of 
their  own  kin.  John3  Elsberry,  his  wife, 
their  daughters  Elizabeth  and  Catherine, 
their  sons-in-law  and  grandsons,  lie  within 
the  soil  that  they  owned  and  dwelt  upon. 
John3  Elsberry’s  wife  died  after  the  U.S. 
census  of  1800  and  before  May  3,  1803, 
as  she  was  not  one  of  the  heirs  who 
conveyed  his  estate  soon  after  his  death. 
John3  Elsberry  died  after  his  last  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  land  whereon  Creston  now 
stands  in  the  spring  of  1802  and  before 
his  heirs  and  administrators  sold  sixty- 
seven  acres  of  his  lands  to  Robert  King 
on  May  3  and  27,  1803.  Isaac4  Elsberry 
was  present  and  signed  the  deed  of  sale 
as  the  administrator*  and  a  coheir.  \Ashe 
County  Deed  Book  A ,  pp.  5°8,  5°9-l  At 
the  time  of  his  death  John3  Elsberry  held 
a  part  of  his  land  around  the  mouth  of 
Copeland  Creek,  as  well  as  the  forty-five 
acres  at  the  mouth  of  Three  Top  Creek, 
four  miles  above  the  place  of  meeting  of 
the  waters  of  Copeland  Creek  and  New 
River. 

Striking,  indeed,  wild,  rugged,  and 
beautiful  is  the  scenery  of  this  region. 
Daring  and  hardy  must  have  been  the 

*  No  probate  records  before  1810  can  now  be 
found  in  Ashe  County.  They  are  believed  to  have 
been  destroyed,  quite  recently,  by  water  from  a  leaky 
roof  in  the  courthouse  at  Jefferson,  underneath  which 
the  old  records  were  ruthlessly  cast  aside  by  their 
official  custodians  not  many  years  ago. 


234 


The  Elsberrys  of  Maryland  and  Ohio 


men  and  women  who  pitted  their  skill, 
successfully,  against  the  new  conditions  of 
life  that  they  found  here.  Lovers  of  the 
wild  and  magnificent  in  nature  could  have 
found  no  more  entrancing  home  than  in 
this  region  where  the  regularity  of  the 
Appalachian  chain  of  mountains  is  broken 
and  scattered  in  every  direction,  with 
streams  flowing  from  all  points  of  the 
compass.  Here  is  the  grandest  scenery  east 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  of  Colorado. 
Born  and  reared  on  the  low-lying  banks 
of  the  quiet  and  charming  river  of  Bo¬ 
hemia  in  Maryland,  near  to  the  level  of 
the  sea,  what  pleasant  contemplations  and 
inspirations  must  have  been  John3  Els¬ 
berry ’s  amid  such  scenes  as  these!  Three 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea  stood  the 
threshold  of  his  dwelling.  From  his  very 
door  the  land  begins  its  rise,  reaching 
higher  and  higher,  until  within  two  miles 
the  peaks  of  Three  Top  Mountain  tower, 
above  the  clouds,  5,029  feet  heavenward. 
Here  came  Sarah6  Wilkinson  Elsberry  as 


an  infant  with  her  parents,  John5  and  Pa- 
melia  (Husbands)  Elsberry,  and  grand¬ 
parents,  Isaac4  and  Agatha6  (Wright) 
Elsberry.  Here  they  lingered  awhile  be¬ 
fore  continuing  their  journey  to  Kentucky 
and  Ohio.  Here,  two  miles  west  of  the 
present  village  of  Clifton,  on  the  bank  of 
the  New  River,  between  Rich  Hill  Creek 
and  Copeland  Creek,  sleep  the  elder  Els¬ 
berrys,  their  two  daughters,  and  sons-in- 
law.  The  dews  of  the  morning  lie  late 
over  their  graves,  and  early  upon  them 
fall  the  mists  of  the  twilight.  Far  fall  the 
shadows  of  the  mountains,  and  long  do 
they  linger.  These  people  have  left  no 
records  upon  their  graves.  How  vain  and 
ephemeral  to  them  seemed  a  little  stone 
set  up  on  a  grave  in  the  valley  overawed 
by  the  majestic  monuments  of  nature! 
The  neighborly  mountain  itself  is  the  me¬ 
morial  to  the  pioneers  who  sleep  at  its 
foot.  The  torrent,  in  its  tumult,  sounds  a 
dirge,  and,  when  at  ease,  murmurs  a 
requiem. 


Isaac  Elsberry  of  North  Carolina  and  Ohio 


APIONEER  of  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  Isaac4  Elsberry  (John3, 
_  Frederick2,  Lydia1)  was  born 
on  Bohemia  Manor,  Cecil  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  within  the  ecclesiastical  parish  of 
St.  Augustine,  near  to  the  Episcopal  St. 
Augustine’s  Church  on  the  old  road  from 
Bohemia  Bridge  to  Newcastle,  Delaware, 
and  probably  upon  his  paternal  grand¬ 
father’s  farm,  between  the  years  1752 
(when  his  father  became  an  adult  and 


married)  and  1756,*  the  exact  date  of  his 
baptism  being  unprocurable  because  the 
vital  records  of  that  church  prior  to  1 800 
have  been  destroyed.  Educated  in  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  School  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Augustine,  and  trained  in  the  arts 
of  husbandry  near  or  upon  the  plantation 

*  In  the  U.S.  census  of  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina,  taken  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June, 
1800,  Isaac  Elsberry  is  enumerated  as  not  then  being 
over  forty-five  years  of  age.  This  confines  the  year 
of  his  birth  to  the  period  of  1755. 
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occupied,  successively,  by  his  paternal 
grandfather  and  father,  nothing  occurred 
during  the  twenty  years  of  his  life  there 
to  cause  his  name  to  be  inscribed  upon  the 
public  records  of  Cecil  County,  save  the 
assessment  of  a  poll  tax  upon  him  on  the 
completion  of  his  eighteenth  year.  The 
original  of  that  tax  roll  is  unfortunately 
among  the  many  other  tax  lists  of  that 
county  now  missing.  His  great-grand¬ 
mother,  Lydia1  (Elsberry)  Walbach, 
died  about  the  time  he  was  born.  His 
grandfather,  Frederick2  Elsberry,  died 
when  Isaac  was  aged  not  above  thirteen 
years.  His  paternal  grandmother  he  never 
saw.  The  names  of  his  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  are  unknown.  The  search  for  the 
maiden  name  of  his  mother  ended  in  a 
complete  failure.  She  may  have  been  an 
Anderson,  and  responsible  for  the  vague 
recollection  of  a  recent  descendant  that 
one  of  the  early  Elsberrys  in  Maryland 
came  from  Scotland.  Relationship  there 
certainly  was  in  North  Carolina  between 
the  Elsberrys  and  Andersons. 

With  his  parents  Isaac  Elsberry, 
though  only  a  boy,  was  a  witness  to  the 
religious  ministrations  of  the  Episcopalian 
rectors  of  St.  Augustine’s  Parish,  the 
Rev.  Hugh  Jones,  his  nephew  and  suc¬ 
cessor,  the  Rev.  William  Barroll,  and  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Mather  who  remained  until 
the  year  (1774)  of  Isaac’s  departure  for 
North  Carolina.  Isaac  Elsberry  was  an 
understanding  witness  to  the  growing  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Wesleyan  ideas  in  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Augustine  from  1770  until 
the  arrival  there  in  April,  1772,  of  the 
Rev.  Francis  Asbury.  Parental  influence, 
however,  may  have  been  the  factor  most 
potent.  Here  during  the  last  two  years  of 


Isaac’s  presence  in  this  center  of  rapid 
Methodist  development  under  the  im¬ 
petus  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Asbury  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  within  which  pe¬ 
riod  a  new  church  society  was  organized 
and  the  erection  of  a  new  meetinghouse 
begun,  Isaac  Elsberry  found  the  faith  to 
which  he  held  fast  for  the  remaining 
forty-one  years  of  his  life  of  labor.  Sum¬ 
marizing  his  life,  it  is  plain  that  that  need 
confronted  him,  with  increasing  force,  for 
many  years.  Without  the  stimulus  of  a 
high  sense  of  duty  and  responsibility  and 
the  inspiration  and  comfort  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion,  hard  would  have  been  his 
lot,  and  less  bravely  could  he  have  faced 
it.  He  chose  no  easy  path,  and  investiga¬ 
tion  shows  that  he  reaped  but  little  mate¬ 
rial  gain.  What  he  did  in  North  Carolina, 
he  aimed  to  do  again  in  Ohio  after  his 
fifty-second  year,  but  his  strength  had 
been  overtaxed,  and  he  survived  but  six 
years  his  second  “beginning  life  over 
again”  in  a  newly  organized  state. 

The  records  of  his  life  begin  with  his 
marriage  to  Agatha6  Wright,  daughter  of 
Captain  John5  and  Ann  (Williams) 
Wright,  in  Surry  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  a  few  months  after  his  and  her  arri¬ 
val  there.  The  exact  date  of  the  ceremony 
is  unobtainable  because  the  records  of 
marriage-license  bonds  of  Surry  County 
before  the  War  of  the  Revolution  are  en¬ 
tirely  lost,  and  but  a  very  few  bonds  re¬ 
main  for  the  period  of  that  war.  The 
proof  of  the  marriage  exists  in  the  will  of 
his  father-in-law,  Captain  John5  Wright, 
dated  October,  1789,  and  recorded  in  the 
first  book  of  wills  of  Surry  County,  in  the 
office  at  Dobson  of  the  clerk  of  the  Su¬ 
perior  Court,  and  in  other  documents  and 
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papers  presented  in  due  order.  The  time 
of  the  marriage  is  fixed  at  the  years 
1 775-76  by  the  census  records  of  1790 
giving  the  ages  of  his  children,  and  by 
the  marriage  of  his  son,  John5  Elsberry, 
very  early  in  the  year  1799.  Moreover, 
Isaac  is  found  of  record  as  maintaining  a 
household  separate  from  his  father’s  be¬ 
fore  1778.  There  is  a  suggestion  of  the 
romantic  in  the  match  made  in  the  virgin 
forest  of  Surry  by  Isaac,  the  Methodist 
pioneer’s  son,  fresh  from  the  religious  in¬ 
fluences  of  Bohemia  Manor,  and  Agatha, 
one  of  the  eighteen  children  of  that  re¬ 
doubtable  Baptist,  Captain  John5  Wright, 
newly  arrived  from  that  ancestral  strong¬ 
hold  of  Episcopalianism,  the  Northern 
Neck  of  Virginia.  An  echo  of  that  woo¬ 
ing  and  winning  is  found  in  the  statement 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Emily  Vance,  an  aged 
lady  who  personally  knew  some  of  the 
first  Elsberrys  and  Wrights  who  came  to 
Ohio,  the  granddaughter  of  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Susan 
(Elsberry)  Morris,  and  widow  of  Judge 
Vance: 

Columbus  Ohio ,  May  16 ,  igo6. 

...  I  met  Mrs.  Vance  a  long  time  ago  in 
Cincinnati.  She  was  then  eighty  years  of  age. 
She  told  me  .  .  .  that  the  Ellsburys  were 
Methodists,  and  that  when  Isaac  married 
Agatha  it  was  considered  a  misalliance  by  the 
Wrights  on  account  of  the  difference  of  re¬ 
ligion.  .  .  .  [Signed]  Mrs.  E.  N.  Huggins. 

On  the  same  day  as  did  his  father, 
Isaac4  Elsberry  proceeded  to  secure  to 
himself  a  full  title  to  the  virgin  land  he 
had  selected  and  settled  upon  when  he 
reached  Surry  from  Maryland  in  1774. 
No  other  proof  of  his  loyalty  to  the 
Revolutionary  government  of  the  state 


need  be  required  than  the  bare  fact  that 
all  of  his  claims  were  granted  without 
question,  because,  during  the  years  of  the 
Revolution,  no  man  suspected  of  being  a 
Tory  could  file  a  claim  to  land  with  hope 
of  favorable  action  by  the  state.  On  the 
contrary,  the  property  of  Tories  was  con¬ 
fiscated  and  sold.  Isaac  Elsberry ’s  first 
land,  claimed  by  right  of  preemption 
when  he  was  not  above  twenty-four  years 
of  age,  could  not  have  been  acquired  by 
him  from  the  state  of  North  Carolina  for 
the  purpose  of  speculation.  It  was  granted 
only  on  the  conditions  that  he  was  not  a 
minor,  had  settled  or  intended  immedi¬ 
ately  to  settle  upon  it,  would  clear  nine 
acres  of  it  for  cultivation  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  and  pay  to  the  state  $36.60  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  all  fees  for  entering,  surveying, 
and  recording.  Fortunately,  the  three 
original  documents  remain  for  our  cita¬ 
tion,  the  first  document  being  dated  three 
days  after  Isaac’s  father,  John3  Elsberry, 
had  entered  a  claim  for  the  land  next  ad¬ 
joining  Isaac’s  on  the  north.  The  great 
branch  was  the  present  Flat  Rock  Creek, 
also  previously  called  the  North  Fork  of 
Hunting  Creek,  in  the  present  township 
of  Buck  Shoal,  and  the  northern  line  of 
the  land  runs  a  short  distance  from  the 
south  side  of  the  Elsberry  Methodist 
Church : 

[ North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State’s  Office. 

Warrants  for  Surveys ,  file  No.  : 

STATE  of  NORTH-CAROLINA.  No. 
122.  JOSEPH  WINSTON  Entry  Officer  of 
Claims  for  Lands  in  the  County  of  Surry.  To 
the  SURVEYOR  of  the  said  County,  Greet¬ 
ing. 

YOU  are  hereby  required,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  lay  off  and  survey,  for  Isaac  Elsbery  a 
Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land,  containing  Three 
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Hundred  .  .  .  Acres,  lying  in  the  County 
aforesaid,  On  the  branch  Called  the  great 
branch,  Adjoining  Land  of  James  Sanders,  & 
John  Elsberys,  Runing  to  Act  of  Assembly. 
Observing  the  Directions  of  the  Act  of  As¬ 
sembly  in  such  Case  made  and  provided  for 
running  out  Lands.  Two  just  and  fair  Plans 
of  such  Survey,  with  a  proper  Certificate  an¬ 
nexed  to  each,  you  are  to  transmit,  with  this 
Warrant,  to  the  Secretary’s  Office  without 
Delay. 

GIVEN  under  my  Hand  at  Office  the  7th 
day  of  September  in  Anno  Dom.  1778 

Jos  Winton  Entr. 

The  lands  for  both  Isaac  and  his  father 
were  surveyed  on  the  same  day,  each  of 
these  two  men  acting  as  chain  carrier  for 
the  other;  and  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina  signed  both  grants  on  the  same 
day  one  year  and  eleven  days  after  the 
surveys.  These  were  the  first  formal  titles 
to  these  lands  held  by  any  human  being  in 
the  known  history  of  the  world;  hence 
the  documents  will  remain  of  historic  im¬ 
portance: 

[ North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  Stated  Office , 

file  No.  94] : 

[Plan]  300  Acres.  Scale  of  200  Poles. 
State  of  N?  Carolina  Surry  County  This  Plan 
represents  a  Tract  of  Land  surveyed  for  Isaac 
Elsberry  on  the  great  Branch  Beginning  at  a 
Post  Oak,  the  South  East  Corner  of  John  Els- 
berry’s  Land  on  Rollin’s  Branch  Runing 
thence  South  And  Hundred  &.  Seventytwo 
Poles  to  a  Stake  on  s4  Branch,  thence  West 
Two  Hundred  &.  Eight  Poles  to  a  Pine,  thence 
North  One  Hundred  &.  Seventytwo  Poles  to 
a  Pine,  thence  East  to  the  Beginning,  includ¬ 
ing  Three  Hundred  Acres. 

Surveyed  Sep!  9^  1778  Heny  Speer  D.  Sr 
Sw?  Ch.  Car!*  John  Elsberry  James  Dod¬ 
son. 

*  Sworn  chain-carriers. 
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[ North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  State* s  Office. 

Grants.  Book  34,  p.  92,  file  No.  94]  : 

STATE  of  NORTH-CAROLINA.  To 
all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greet¬ 
ing. 

KNOW  YE,  That  We,  for  and  in  Con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Shillings  for 
every  Hundred  Acres  hereby  granted,  paid  into 
our  Treasury  by  Isaac  Elsberry  have  Given 
and  Granted,  and  by  these  Presents  do  Give 
and  Grant  unto  the  said  Isaac  Elsberry  a 
Tract  of  Land,  containing  Three  hundred 
Acres,  lying  and  being  in  our  County  of 
Surry.  On  the  Great  Branch  Begining  at  a 
Post  Oak  the  South  East  Corner  of  John  Els- 
berrys  Land  on  Rollins  Branch  Runing  thence 
South  one  hundred  and  Seventytwo  Poles  to  a 
Stake  on  said  Branch  thence  West  Two  hun¬ 
dred  and  Eighty  Poles  to  a  Pine  thence  North 
one  hundred  and  Seventy  Two  Poles  to  a  Pine 
thence  East  to  the  Begining,  as  by  the  Plat 
hereunto  annexed  doth  appear;  together  with 
all  Woods,  Waters,  Mines,  Minerals,  Here¬ 
ditaments,  and  Appurtenances,  to  the  said  Land 
belonging  or  appertaining;  To  hold  to  the  said 
Isaac  Elsberry  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  for  ever. 
Yielding  and  paying  to  us  such  Sums  of  Money 
yearly,  or  otherwise,  as  our  General  Assembly 
from  Time  to  Time  may  direct.  PROVIDED 
ALWAYS,  That  the  said  Isaac  Elsberry  shall 
cause  this  Grant  to  be  registered  in  the  Reg¬ 
ister’s  Office  of  our  said  County  of  Surry 
within  Twelve  Months  from  the  Date  hereof, 
otherwise  the  same  shall  be  void  and  of  no 
Effect. 

IN  TESTIMONY  whereof,  we  have 
caused  our  Great  Seal  to  be  hereunto  af¬ 
fixed.  WITNESS,  RICHARD  CASWELL, 
Esquire,  our  Governor,  Captain-General,  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  at  Kingston,  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Day  of  September  in  the  fourth  Year  of 
our  Independence  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
nine  Rd  Caswell 

By  His  Excellys  Com1?  J.  Glasgow,  Sec. 
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(A  copy  of  this  grant  is  recorded  in  Deed 
Book  A,  p.  288,  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at 
Dobson,  Surry  County.) 

During  the  twenty-one  years  after  this 
land  grant  of  1778,  Isaac4  Elsberry  added 
but  one  hundred  acres  to  his  original  three 
hundred,  and  for  that  he  had  to  wait  over 
seven  years  after  the  date  of  his  entry  be¬ 
fore  the  machinery  of  government  turned 
out  the  final  grant: 

[ North  Carolina.  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 

State.  Land  Records.  File  No.  1016.  Ab¬ 
stract]  : 

Isaac  Elsberry.  An  order  was  made  for  a 
survey  of  100  acres  in  Surry  county  for  Isaac 
Elsberry,  adjoining  his  former  entry,  dated 
14  Feb.  1780.  This  tract  was  surveyed  by 
Henry  Speer  Deputy  Surveyor  12  October 
1782;  the  chain  carriers  were  John  Elsbury 
and  John  Anderson.* 

The  formal  grant  for  the  land  thus  sur¬ 
veyed  was  issued  later  as  follows: 

[Book  6s,  p.  273.  File  No.  1016.  State  of 

North  Carolina.  No.  joo<?]  : 

Know  Ye  that  We  have  given  and  granted 
unto  Isaac  Elsberry  a  Tract  of  Land  Con¬ 
taining  One  Hundred  Acres  lying  and  being 
in  Our  County  of  Surry  on  the  Branch  of  the 
North  Fork  of  Hunting  Creek  [known  as  the 
Big  Branch]  Begining  at  a  pine,  his  former 
Corner,  runs  West  Twenty  one  and  a  half 
Chains  to  a  post  on  the  Bigg  branch,  thence  up 
the  same  as  it  Meanders  thirty  Seven  Chains 
to  a  poplar,  East  thirty  four  Chains  to  a  Stake 
South  to  the  Begining  To  Hold  to  the  Said 
Isaac  Elsberry  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever, 
dated  the  9th  day  of  August  1787. 

Rd  Caswell 

By  His  Excellency’s  Command,  J.  Glasgow, 
Secretary. 

*  This  is  the  John  Anderson  whom  Isaac*  Els- 
berry’s  uncle,  Jacobs  Elsberry,  referred  to  as  “a 
cousin”  in  his  U.S.  pension  affidavit  of  1832. 


Did  Isaac4  Elsberry  enlist  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution? 
A  complete  investigation  fails  to  yield  a 
decisive  answer.  The  incomplete  records 
of  the  men  composing  the  Continental 
Army  in  the  custody  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  United  States,  of  the  sec¬ 
retaries,  auditors,  treasurers,  and  adju¬ 
tant-generals  of  the  Colonial  States,  do 
not  contain  the  name  of  Isaac  Elsberry; 
his  name  is  also  absent  from  the  lists  of 
the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  mili¬ 
tia  and  from  the  army  accounts  preserved 
in  the  manuscript  collections  of  the  North 
Carolina  Historical  Commission.  The 
same  negative  evidence  can  be  brought 
against  other  men  otherwise  proved  to 
have  served  in  the  war  in  a  military  ca¬ 
pacity.  Fortunately,  the  judgment  of  the 
historian  can  be  reached  with  relative  cer¬ 
tainty.  Isaac4  Elsberry  probably  did  serve 
the  cause  of  the  new  republic  in  the  War 
of  the  American  Revolution,  but  prob¬ 
ably  his  service  was  voluntary.  Hence  he 
did  not  enlist  in  any  regiment  for  a  defi¬ 
nite  period  of  time,  to  be  released  only 
upon  a  formal  discharge  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time.  Other  men  served  likewise. 
He  was  a  “minute  man,”  one  who  could 
be  asked  to  respond,  in  the  case  of  an 
alarm  and  sudden  emergency,  with  the 
assurance  that  he  would  respond.  Prob¬ 
ably  he  was  so  called,  and  did  so  respond. 
He  omitted,  however,  to  lodge  any  claim 
for  remuneration  for  his  services  from 
the  state  at  the  time  when  all  who  had 
served  were  to  be  paid  by  certificates  rep¬ 
resenting  sums  of  money  later  to  be  paid 
by  the  state;  that  is  why  his  name  is  not 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  records  of 
North  Carolina  with  the  names  of  his 
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father  John3  Elsberry,  his  uncle  Jacob3 
Elsberry,  and  his  cousins  Michael3  and 
Benjamin3  Elsberry.  Isaac  may  have  re¬ 
ceived  such  a  certificate  during  the  war, 
and  may  have  lost  it,  or  for  some  reason 
did  not  later  present  it  to  the  official  entry 
taker  of  Surry  County,  or  to  the  commis¬ 
sioner  of  confiscation  of  Salisbury  dis¬ 
trict,  when  all  such  certificates  were  called 
in  for  redemption  by  the  state.  The  list  in 
the  existing  army  accounts  is  the  list  of  the 
men  who  presented  their  certificates  for 
redemption  after  the  war,  not  a  list  of 
men  to  whom  certificates  were  originally 
issued  during  the  war,  some  of  whom  had 
died  before  they  could  realize  on  their 
certificates.  All  of  the  Elsberrys,  includ¬ 
ing  Isaac,  were  living  when  their  certifi¬ 
cates  were  finally  received  by  the  officials, 
in  lieu  of  cash,  for  the  payment  of  their 
taxes.  It  is  said  by  Ashe,  the  historian  of 
North  Carolina  [I,  72i]: 

It  would  seem  that  every  man,  not  a  Tory, 
in  the  State  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  at 
one  time  or  another  called  into  active  service, 
although  for  only  one  tour  of  duty. 

The  nature  of  the  service  performed  by 
Isaac4  Elsberry  is  indicated  very  clearly  at 
page  379  of  General  Joseph  Graham  and 
His  Revolutionary  Papers  by  W.  A. 
Graham: 

There  were  no  more  daring  exploits  or  mag¬ 
nificent  exhibitions  of  patriotism,  valor  and 
sacrifice  in  their  country’s  cause  than  in  the 
actions  between  the  true  Americans  and  the 
Tories.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  of 
this  was  recorded  for  the  use  of  the  historian. 

Isaac  Elsberry  is  of  private  record  as 
having  told  a  nephew  that  he  served  his 
country  in  the  Revolution  in  armed  ac¬ 
tions  against  the  Tories.  That  nephew, 


Zachariah  Riley,*  born  in  1791  on  the 
farm  adjoining  Isaac’s  in  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina,  is  of  record  as  having 
told,  about  1877,  his  relative,  George 
Washington  Elsberry,  both  being  then 
present  at  Bethel,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  substantially  as  follows,  in  part: 

[Extracted  from  a  letter  written  to  the  late 
Mary  (Mrs.  Robert)  Ellsberry  of  Bethel, 
Ohio,  and  published  in  the  Bethel  Journal  of 
May  23,  1902,  the  original  letter  being  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  recipient’s  daughter, 
Mrs.  May  (Ellsberry)  English  of  Bethel] : 

Mason  City.  ( Illinois )  April  2isi}  1Q02 
Dear  Mary:  Your  request  for  a  little  Ellsberry 
history  arrived  this  morning  and  I  will  hasten 
to  comply.  I  gleaned  this  information  mainly 
from  old  Uncle  Zack  Riley  one  day  while  he 
was  living  with  his  son  over  the  way  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Metzgar  house.  He  was  to¬ 
tally  blind  and  had  been  so  for  years,  but  his 
general  health  was  good  and  his  memory  of 
early  events  most  excellent.  Father  suggested 
to  me  that  the  old  man  knew  more  of  Ells¬ 
berry  history  than  any  other  living  man  and 
that  he  would  enjoy  relating  it  to  me.  Accord¬ 
ingly  I  called  on  him  and  had  a  delightful 
visit  with  him.  Before  leaving  I  told  him  of 
my  desire  to  learn  something  of  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  our  tribe  and  he  was  greatly  pleased  to 
be  able  to  help  me  on  that  line.  Now  Mary  I 
want  you  to  mark  this  letter  and  carefully  file 
it  away  after  your  friend  has  culled  out  of  it 
such  facts  as  she  desires  for  her  newspaper 
articles.  I  may  never  publish  the  family  his- 

*  This  Zachariah  Riley  was  a  son  of  Gerard  and 
Frances  (Wright)  Riley  of  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina.  Frances  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  John3 
and  Ann  (Williams)  Wright  and  sister  of  Isaac4 
Elsberry’s  wife,  Agatha  Wright.  Both  of  these  Riley 
and  Elsberry  families  removed  in  1806  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity  of  Bethel,  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
where  Zachariah  Riley  was  a  wheelwright,  and  died 
in  March,  1877 — so  states  Rockey  and  Bancroft’s 
History  of  Clermont  County ,  at  page  316. 
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tory  that  I  had  contemplated,  and  this  brief 
sketch  may  prove  of  value  to  those  who  may 
come  after  you,  and  possibly  to  some  now 
living. 

The  history  of  Zach  Riley  is  closely  con¬ 
nected  with  our  own.  He  was  born  in  N.  C. 
in  1791.  His  father’s  farm  adjoined  Isaac 
Ellsberry’s  in  N.  C.  His  father’s  name  was 
Gerard  Riley  who  married  Frances  Wright 
who  was  a  sister  to  Agatha  Wright  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Isaac  Ellsberry.  Thus  you 
see  why  Uncle  Zack  claimed  relationship  with 
us.  .  .  .  So  great  was  his  memory  and  under¬ 
standing  that  he  told  me  he  well  remembered 
how  he  used  to  sit  on  a  rude  little  stool  and 
listen  to  Isaac’s  stories  of  his  experiences  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  .  .  .  But  I  must  drop 
the  Rileys  and  take  up  the  Ellsberrys.  The 
first  Ellsberrys  came  from  some  place  in  the 
British  Isles  .  .  .  John  Ellsberry  located  on 
a  farm  in  Surry  Co.,  N.  C.  .  .  .He  had  but 
one  son  .  .  .  Isaac,  and  at  least  two  daughters. 
One  of  these  daughters  married  a  man  named 
Hedspath  who  became  a  Tory  captain.  Kin¬ 
ship  had  to  be  disregarded  in  those  trying  times. 
Isaac  was  a  patriot  and  hearing  on  a  time  that 
Capt.  Hedspath  had  returned  from  his  com¬ 
mand  to  visit  his  family,  Isaac  planned  to  cap¬ 
ture  or  kill  him.  Hedspath  was  warned  of  his 
danger  and  fled  for  refuge  into  one  of  those 
dismal  N.  C.  swamps,  and  being  hard  pressed 
one  moonlight  night  by  Isaac  and  his  little 
squad  of  patriots,  he  lay  down  on  his  back  in 
shallow  water  simply  leaving  his  nose  above 
the  surface.  After  the  war  was  over  he  told 
of  that  night  of  terror  and  of  his  narrow 
escape.  He  said  that  he  saw  Isaac  and  his  party 
pass  within  a  few  feet  of  him  and  that  he  was 
so  frightened  that  his  black  hair  turned  gray. 
Isaac  married  Agatha  Wright  (daughter  of 
John  Wright  who  married  Ann  Williams) 

.  .  .  and  while  he  was  absent  in  the  army 
little  Frankie  Wright,  aged  about  twelve  years, 
went  to  stay  with  her  sister  Agatha.  This 
Frankie  six  years  later  became  the  wife  of 


Gerard  Riley  and  subsequently  the  mother  of 
Uncle  Zack.  Isaac  hated  Tories  intensely.  His 
brotherinlaw  Hedspath  was  doubtless  in  the 
British  band  defeated  by  Gen.  Marion  in  a 
battle  on  the  Peedee  River.  .  .  .  [Signed] 
G.  W.  Ellsberry.  (Great-grandson  of  Isaac4 
and  Agatha6  [Wright]  Elsberry.) 

We  need  not  take  the  reference  by 
Zachariah  Riley  to  his  uncle  Isaac4  Els- 
berry’s  being  “absent  in  the  army”  so 
literally  as  to  mean  the  Continental  Army 
or  a  regular  North  Carolina  regiment  in 
which  he  had  enlisted.  In  the  absence  of 
an  official  record  of  his  enlistment  and 
service  in  such  a  formal  organization,  it  is 
best  to  avoid  all  presumption  thereof. 
None  the  less,  one  cannot  avoid  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  Isaac  did  serve  in  one  or  more 
of  the  small  bands  of  volunteers,  more  or 
less  privately  formed,  which  armed  them¬ 
selves,  chose  their  own  officers,  and  acted 
with  freedom  in  their  own  operations  in 
ferreting  out  and  dispersing  Tories* — 
serving  as  “home  guards,”  and  at  times, 
individually  or  collectively,  joining  with 
other  groups  of  armed  men  and  some 
regular  regiments  of  militia  on  special 
occasions  of  great  necessity. 

“The  Loyalists  in  Surry  appear  to  have 
been  speedily  dispersed  by  the  active 
‘Whigs  of  that  county.5  ”  [Ashe’s  History 
of  North  Carolina ,  p.  499.]  These  are  the 
actions  that  had  the  most  direct  and  un¬ 
avoidable  bearing  upon  every  Surryite 
able  to  bear  arms;  and  in  these  activities 

*  “In  many  places,  Whigs  .  .  .  organized  them¬ 
selves  into  vigilance  associations  for  the  welfare  of 
the  country  and  their  own  protection.  The  duties  de¬ 
volving  upon  them  rendered  them  familiar  with 
events  as  they  really  transpired,  and  often  caused 
them  to  pass  through  thrilling  and  adventurous 
scenes.”  [C.  L.  Hunter,  Sketches  of  Western  North 
Carolina,  p.  193.] 
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participated,  unrecorded,  men  of  whom 
now,  in  some  instances,  not  even  tradition 
has  treasured  their  names.  J.  P.  MacLean, 
Ph.D.,  a  genealogist  of  Franklin,  Ohio, 
who  visited  North  Carolina  to  investigate 
an  incident  of  Elsberry  history,  reported 
from  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  1 1,  1910: 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  all  the  Els- 
berrys  were  in  the  battle  of  King  s  Mountain 
...  for  all  the  men  of  Surry  Co.  were  there. 
As  that  was  an  uprising  that  terminated  after 
the  battle  no  records  were  kept. 

Mrs.  Clara  West  Manning,  a  descendant 
of  Isaac4  Elsberry  through  his  daughter 
Nancy  who  married  George  West  of  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  re¬ 
ported  from  1003  Duff  Avenue,  Ames, 
Iowa,  on  August  2,  1909,  the  tradition 
existing  in  her  branch  of  the  descendants 
that  “Isaac  Ellsberry  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.”  The  obituary  notice 
of  John6  Elsberry  (born  July  12,  1806, 
in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  near  to  the 
time  when  his  grandfather  Isaac4  came 
there  from  Kentucky)  published  in  the 
county  newspaper  in  the  week  of  his  death 
August  10,  1888,  at  Bethel  (where  Isaac 
had  died  in  1813)  stated:  “His  grand¬ 
father,  Isaac  Ellsberry  was  a  patriot  and 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and 
enlisted  in  North  Carolina.”  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Attee  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  Isaac4  and  Agatha6 
(Wright)  Elsberry,  also  reported  in  1906 
the  existence  in  her  branch  of  descendants 
of  a  tradition  that  “Isaac  Elsberry  was  a 
captain  in  the  Revolution,  and  raised  his 
own  company.”  Not  commissioned  by  the 
state  of  North  Carolina  as  a  captain,  we 
opine,  but  instead  called  “captain”  by 


courtesy  because  of  his  leadership  of  a 
band  of  irregulars  formed  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  his  home,  which  chiefly  oper¬ 
ated  independently  of  the  regular  regi¬ 
ments,  but  joined  with  them  upon  occa¬ 
sions  of  special  importance  such  as  the 
Battle  of  King’s  Mountain  and  the  smaller 
fights  with  the  Tories.  Nothing  can  dis¬ 
turb  the  faith  of  many  of  his  descendants 
that  he  was  an  armed  and  active  patriot, 
and  one  none  the  less  worthy  of  remem¬ 
brance  and  recognition  than  thousands  of 
other  men  the  records  of  whose  services 
of  no  more  importance  have  more  luckily 
been  preserved  and  whose  names,  conse¬ 
quently,  have  in  recent  years  been  placed 
upon  the  honor  rolls  for  the  pleasure  of 
their  descendants  j  nor  can  any  denial 
diminish  or  time  explain  away  the  in¬ 
herited  tradition  of  the  fact  of  his  service 
in  the  activities  it  has  been  our  duty  and 
pleasure  to  relate. 

Such  tax  rolls  as  remain  show  Isaac 
Elsberry  to  have  been  in  as  comfortable 
circumstances  as  almost  any  other  young 
man  in  Surry  County,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  his  early  marriage  to  Agatha 
Wright  was  happy.  So  few  records  were 
made  in  Surry  of  men  of  private  station 
like  Isaac  Elsberry,  and  not  all  of  those 
that  were  made  are  extant,  that  what  one 
does  find  preserved  calls  for  presentation, 
and  all  the  more  so  because  some  of  these 
tax  records  are  the  only  existing  evidence 
of  the  presence  in  Surry  of  Isaac  Elsberry 
for  the  periods  which  they  cover. 

[Original  Manuscript  in  Office  of  Clerk  of 

the  Court  of  Surry  County ]  : 

A  List  of  the  Taxable  Property  belonging 
to  Cap1  Wooldredge’s  District  Recived  in  by 
me  John  Elsbery  for  the  year  1780  .  .  . 
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Isaac  Elsbery.  Entrys  [of  land]  2;  quan¬ 
tity  of  land,  400  [acres];  slaves,  O;  horses, 
3;  Cattle  3;  money  in  hand  £100.  Total 
£760.  [This  manuscript  bears  the  attestation 
at  its  end  of  Isaac’s  father-in-law,  Captain 
John5  Wright,  who  surveyed  the  estates  in 
1780.] 

1781.  Capt.  Daniel  Wright’s*  District  .  .  . 
Isaac  Elsbury.  Lands  400  [acres].  Horses  2; 
Cattle  3,  Money  in  hand  £3.  Total,  £485. 

[1782]  A  List  of  the  Taxable  property  be- 
lon’g  to  Capt.  Wright  District  taken  in  by  me, 
John  Elsbery  .  .  .  Isaac  Elsberry.  Lands 
Improved  100  acres.  Lands  Not  Improved, 
300.  Waters  Hunting  Creek.  Slaves  o,  Horses 
2,  Cattle  2.  [Value  of  horses  and  cattle]  — 
£54. 

1788.  Sander’s  District  (formerly  Capt. 
Dan  Wright’s).  Isaac  Elsbury,  acres  200.  No. 
of  Polls  personal,  1.  Covering  Horses  o. 
Wheels  of  Pleasure,  o.  Lands  West  of  the 
Appalachian  Mountains,  O. 

*  Brother  of  Isaac  Elsberry’s  wife  Agatha6,  and 
commander  of  the  military  and  taxation  district,  a 
part  of  Surry  County. 


1793  A  List  of  Taxables  in  Capt.  Huds- 
peath’s  District  for  1793.  .  .  .  Isaac  Elsbury. 
Quantity  of  Land,  200  (acres);  No.  of  Free 
Polls  1.  [Thus  none  of  his  children  became  of 
taxable  age  until  after  1793]  .  .  . 

Jacob  Elsbury,  Quantity  of  land  140.  No. 
of  Free  Polls  1.  Alexander  Lathem.  129  acres. 
1  Free  Poll.  Sidney  Macksfield,  1  Free  Poll 
[Maxwell].  Gerard  Riley,  200  acres.  1  free 
poll. J"  Ninian  Riley  170  acres. 

Seven  of  the  ten  children  of  Isaac4  and 
Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  were  born  in  Surry 
County  before  the  United  States  assistant 
marshal  for  the  Salisbury  District  called 
upon  Isaac  for  the  enumeration  of  his 
family  for  the  United  States  census  of 
1790.  This  visit  was  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  in  that  year.  His  eldest  son, 
John,  was  then  thirteen  or  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

f  Father  of  Zachariah  Riley  who  died  at  Bethel, 
Ohio,  in  1877,  and  husband  of  Frances  Wright,  sister 
of  Isaac  Elsberry’s  wife,  Agatha. 


[Original  MS  of  U.S.  Census  iJ90y  Bureau  of  the  Census ,  Washington,  D.C.% ] 
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[father  of  Zachariah  Riley  of  Bethel,  Ohio.] 
[Ninean,  father  of  Gerard  Riley.] 

[Ninean,  licensed  to  marry  April  14,  1790, 
Sarah  Wright  sister  of  Agatha6  (Wright) 
Elsberry.] 

only  two  females  in  Isaac  Elsberry’s  family,  whereas 
the  original  MS  gives  three. 
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Seven  years  after  Isaac  Elsberry’s  fa¬ 
ther,  John,  had  sold  out  in  Surry  to  re¬ 
move  to  the  north  fork  of  the  New  River 
in  Ashe  County,  Isaac  is  revealed  as  still 
residing  in  Surry  j  but  the  census  of  1800 
shows  that  two  of  his  children  were  not 
then  residing  under  his  roof,  one  being 
John5,  the  eldest,  who  had  left  after 
marrying  Pamelia  Husbands  on  February 


26,  1799,  and  who  appears  in  Ashe 
County  in  1800  with  his  grandfather 
John3  Elsberry.  The  Surry  census  of 
1800  is  of  particular  interest  as  showing 
that  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1800,  Isaac 
Elsberry  had  not  reached  his  forty-sixth 
birthday,  nor  had  his  wife  Agatha.  This 
fixes  the  year  of  his  birth  as  1755  and  is 
the  best  evidence  we  have  as  to  his  age. 


[Original  MS  U.S.  Census,  1800.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington ,  D.C.] : 

North  Carolina.  Surry  County. 
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What  shall  be  inscribed  in  honor  and 
memory  of  Agatha,  daughter  of  a  “first 
family  of  Virginia,”  who  brought  to  the 
religious  Elsberrys  that  strain  of  refine¬ 
ment  and  intellectual  force  inherited  from 
generations  of  gentlemen,  justices,  legis¬ 
lators,  and  military  and  social  leaders  of 
the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia,  that  strain 
that  seems  to  have  inclined  so  many  of  her 
descendants  toward  professional  careers? 
Was  she  merely  the  mother  of  Isaac’s 
children?  Almost  recordless  though  her 
long  life  was,  one  pauses  at  the  thought 
of  the  adventures  she  shared — from  Fau¬ 
quier  to  Surry,  from  Surry  to  Ashe,  from 
Ashe  to  near  Winchester,  Kentucky, 
thence  to  Bethel,  and  from  Bethel  to 
Xenia  on  the  banks  of  the  Little  Miami. 
It  has  been  observed  that  public  records 
disclose  little  or  nothing  of  the  noble  part 
played  by  women  in  the  first  two  centuries 
of  this  country.  Agatha  endured  separa¬ 


tion  from  her  widowed  mother  and  seven¬ 
teen  brothers  and  sisters  because  Isaac  was 
called  to  follow  the  trail  of  his  son  and 
father  over  the  Appalachians  to  the  New 
River.  Three  months  after  the  marriage 
of  his  eldest  son  John5  Elsberry  to  Pame¬ 
lia  Husbands,  Isaac  sold  the  unimproved 
one-half  of  his  real  estate  preparatory  to 
the  removal,  but  it  was  more  than  four 
years  later  that  he  sold  the  other  “im¬ 
proved”  half  upon  which  stood  his  dwell¬ 
ing  house.  The  assertion*  that  he  removed 
to  near  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  the  year 
1799  cannot  be  true,  for  he  signed  the 
final  deed  on  September  26,  1803,  as  a 
resident  of  Surry  County,  and  his  deed 
was  witnessed  by  his  wife’s  brother 
Thomas6  Wright.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  deed  of  May  4,  1799,  bore  the  auto- 

*  Stated  by  the  late  George  Washington  Ellsberry 
of  Mason  City,  Illinois,  great-grandson  of  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry,  and  later  repeated,  as  from  him,  by  others. 
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graph  of  Isaac’s  eldest  son,  John5  Els- 
berry,  as  a  witness  then  present  in  Surry, 
and  also  recalled  that  this  son  and  his 
wife,  Pamelia,  absent  from  the  Surry  cen¬ 
sus  of  1800,  appear,  as  has  been  related, 
with  their  grandfather  John3  Elsberry  on 
the  New  River.  Thither  they  journeyed 
after  the  month  of  May,  1799,  or  in  the 
following  spring;  the  inaccurate  concep¬ 
tion  or  tradition  that  Isaac4  Elsberry  re¬ 
moved  from  Surry  to  Kentucky  in  1799 
may  have  arisen  from  this  movement 
toward  Kentucky  by  his  son.  The  desire 
of  Isaac  to  depart  from  Surry  may  have 
been  entertained  at  the  time  of  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  first  of  the  two  following 
deeds  by  which  he  sold  for  $650  the  land 
for  which  he  originally  paid  the  state  of 
North  Carolina  about  $50: 

[Surry  County ,  North  Carolina.  Deed  Book 

H,  p.  149.  Abstract] : 

Deed  dated  4  May,  1799.  Isaac  Elsberry  of 
Surry  Co.  sells  to  James  Harvill  of  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  N.  C.,  for  £50.  200  acres  on 
the  great  branch,  beginning  on  a  post  Oak  the 
corner  of  John  Elsberry’s  former  tract  and 
running  west  280  poles  to  a  pine,  thence  South 
by  a  line  of  marked  trees  an  unknown  number 
of  poles  to  the  corner  of  the  said  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry’s  own  land  whereon  he  lives,  thence  East 
by  a  line  of  marked  trees  to  the  said  Elsberry’s 
southeast  corner,  thence  south  to  the  old  line, 
East  on  a  stake  on  the  above  named  branch, 
thence  north  172  poles  to  the  beginning. 

his 

Isaac  X  Elsberry 
mark 

[Witnesses]  David  Harvill,  John  Els¬ 
berry  [the  younger]. 

Proved  by  the  oath  of  David  Harvill  in 
court  at  the  May  term,  1799. 


[Surry  County ,  North  Carolina.  Deed  Book 

K ,  p.  182.  Abstract] : 

Deed  dated  26  Sept.,  1803,  whereby  Isaac 
Elsberry  of  Surry  County  sells  to  John  Angel 
of  Stokes  County,  for  $400,  200  acres,  mes¬ 
suage  or  tenement  of  Land,  on  the  Waters  of 
Hunting  Creek  on  the  big  branch,  part  on 
Coffin’s  line. 

his 

Isaac  X  Elsberry  [Seal] 
mark 

[Witnesses]  T.  Wright,  Henry  Hampton. 
Proved  in  court  at  the  February  term,  1804. 

Isaac  Elsberry’s  father  had  died  on  the 
north  fork  of  the  New  River  six  to  nine 
months  before  the  date,  September  2 6, 
1803,  of  this  last  deed.  The  event  may 
have  occurred  in  the  winter,  for  it  was  not 
until  after  the  time  of  plowing  and 
planting  in  the  spring  of  1803  that  Isaac 
is  of  record  as  having  come  over  the 
mountains  (difficult  of  crossing  in  winter) 
to  Clifton  on  the  north  fork  of  the  New 
River  from  Surry.  He  came  to  close  up 
his  father’s  estate,  and  remained  there 
with  his  sisters,  Elizabeth  (Elsberry) 
Latham  and  Catherine  (Elsberry)  Max¬ 
well,  at  least  twenty-five  days,  returning 
to  his  home  in  Surry.  There  four  months 
later  he  garnered  the  crops  for  that  year 
and  sold  the  last  of  his  real  estate  in  that 
county.  The  two  deeds  of  sale  of  the  Ashe 
estate  of  his  father  have  a  genealogical 
value  of  the  first  importance;  they  were 
signed  by  John3  Elsberry’s  two  sons-in- 
law  acting  in  behalf  of  their  wives.  The 
advisability  of  having  record-evidences  of 
pedigree  wherever  possible  or  convenient, 
prompts  the  presentation  of  these  deeds. 
The  copies  are  not  of  the  original  deeds, 
which  Isaac  Elsberry  delivered  to  Robert 
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King,  but  from  the  copies  entered  in  the 
county  deed  book  by  John  McMillan, 
clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  for  the  county  of  Ashe.  The  first 
deed  is  of  land  upon  which  the  village  of 
Creston  now  stands  at  the  mouth  of  Three 
Top  Fork  of  the  north  fork  of  New 
River,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  dominating 
Three  Top  Mountain: 

[Ashe  County ,  North  Carolina.  Registry  of 

Deeds ,  Book  A ,  p.  5°$]  : 

The  Heirs  of  John  Ellsbury 
to  Robert  King 

This  indenture  made  this  third  day  of  May 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  between  Robert  King  of 
the  one  part  and  the  heirs  of  John  Ellsbury, 
deceased,  of  the  other  part,  all  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina:  Witnesseth:  that  for  and  in 
consideration  of  One  hundred  dollars  to  them 
in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  they  do 
acknowledge  and  fully  satisfied  and  paid,  hath 
bargained,  sold  and  conveyed  unto  the  said 
Robert  King,  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  con¬ 
taining  forty  five  acres,  more  or  less,  situated 
in  the  county  of  Ashe,  Beginning  at  a  buckeye 
stump  near  a  clift  on  the  East  side  of  the 
North  Fork  of  New  River,  running  up  the 
meanders  of  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the 
three  top  fork,  then  up  said  fork  one  hundred 
poles  to  a  stake,  then  North  thirty  two  east 
thirty  poles  to  a  stake,  then  North  thirty  nine 
West  twenty  poles  to  a  white  oak  stump,  then 
North  thirty  nine  East  seventy  two  poles  to  a 
white  oak  in  the  line  of  the  old  survey,  then  to 
the  first  station.  Together  with  every  right, 
title,  privilege,  and  emolument  to  the  said  land 
belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  and  the 
said  heirs  binding  themselves,  their  heirs,  &c., 
to  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  aforesaid 
premises  from  all  claims  or  incumbrances 
whatsoever  under  him  or  them.  In  witness 


whereof  the  said  heirs  hath  set  their  hands  and 

affixed  their  seals,  the  day  and  date  above 

written.  ,  . 

his 

Isaac  x  Ellsbury  [Seal] 
mark 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presents  of 

his 

Jas.  B.  Bumgardner,  Jas  x  Chappel, 
his  mark 

James  x  Hurley 
mark 

Sidney  Maxwell  [Seal] 
Alex.  Latham  [Seal] 

North  Carolina ,  Ashe  County.  August  Term, 
1805.  The  within  deed  was  duly  proven  in 
open  court  by  the  oath  of  Jas.  B.  Bumgardner 
in  order  to  be  registered.  Test:  Jno.  McMil¬ 
lan,  c.c.c. 

The  second  deed  is  for  the  land  of 
John3  Elsberry  near  to  Clifton  and  the 
mouth  of  Copeland  Creek,  and  adjoining 
or  close  to  the  lands  of  his  sons-in-law. 
The  private  cemetery  in  which  they  were 
all  buried,  as  also  their  three  wives,  was 
not  embraced  in  the  land  conveyed  by  this 
deed,  though  the  graves  are  not  far  from 
its  bounds: 

[Ashe  County ,  North  Carolina.  Registry  of 
Deeds ,  Book  A,  p.  5°9l  '• 

The  Heirs  of  John  Ellsbury 
to  Robert  King. 

This  indenture  made  this  twenty  seventh  day 
of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three  between  Robert  King 
of  the  one  part  and  the  heirs  of  John  Ellsbury, 
deceased,  of  the  other  part,  all  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

Witnesseth:  that  the  said  heirs,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  One  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  to  them  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof 
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they  do  acknowledge  and  themselves  fully 
satisfied  and  paid,  hath  bargained,  sold  and  by 
these  presents  doth  fully,  freely,  clearly  and 
absolutely,  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  convey  and 
confirm  unto  him  the  said  Robert  King,  tract 
or  parcel  of  land,  situated  in  the  county  of 
Ashe,  on  the  North  Fork  of  New  River,  con¬ 
taining  twenty  two  acres,  be  the  same  more 
or  less,  being  part  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  acre 
survey,  Beginning  at  an  old  mill  seat,  running 
North  twenty  West  twelve  poles,  then  West 
forty  four  poles  to  a  buckeye,  then  South 
seventeen  East  seventy  two  poles  to  a  maple, 
then  South  twenty  four  West  sixteen  poles, 
then  South  ten  poles,  then  South  thirty  four 
East  ten  poles,  to  a  maple,  then  South  seven¬ 
teen  West  four  poles  to  a  lynn,  then  South 
twenty  four  East  five  poles  to  a  stake,  then 
North  eighty  four  East  twenty  six  poles  to  a 
beech,  then  South  fifty  West  ten  poles  to  a 
sugar  tree,  then  East  forty  poles  to  a  white 
oak,  then  to  first  station.  Together  with  every 
right,  title,  privilege  and  emolument  to  the 
said  land  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertain¬ 
ing,  and  the  said  heirs  do  hereby  bind  them¬ 
selves,  their  heirs,  &c.,  well  and  truly  to  war¬ 
rant  and  defend  the  aforesaid  premises  with 
all  the  appurtenances  to  the  said  Robert  King, 
his  heirs,  &c.,  forever  free  and  clear  from  all 
incumbrances  and  claim  whatsoever.  In  wit¬ 
ness  whereof  the  said  heirs  hath  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  affixed  their  seals,  the  day  and 
date  above  written. 

Isaac  Ellsbury  [Seal] 
Sidney  Maxwell  [Seal] 
Alex.  Latham  [Seal] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presents  of 

his 

James  B.  Bumgardner,  James  x  Chappel, 
his  mark 

James  x  Hurley. 
mark 

North  Carolina,  Ashe  County.  August  term, 


1805.  The  within  deed  was  duly  proven  in 
open  court  by  the  oath  of  James  Bumgardner 
in  order  to  be  registered.  Test:  Jno.  McMil¬ 
lan,  c.c.c. 

Isaac  Elsberry  began  the  journey  to 
Ohio  not  many  days  after  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  September,  1803.  At  twenty  he 
had  traveled  the  hard,  rough  highways 
from  Bohemia  Bridge  to  Buck  Shoal.  At 
forty-eight,  and  with  a  wife  and  a  large 
family  additional,  he  struck  out  again,  on 
a  longer  and  harder  road,  to  begin  life 
over  again,  as  it  were.  His  capital  had 
been  increased  by  several  thousands  of 
dollars  from  the  sales  of  his  property  in 
Surry.  His  wife’s  sister  Frances6  (Wright) 
Riley,  her  husband  Gerard  Riley,  and 
their  son  Zachariah,  had  left  their  farm 
adjoining  Isaac  Elsberry ’s  in  Surry  in 
1795  for  Clark  County,  Kentucky.  Gerard 
Riley’s  brother,  John  Riley,*  had  married 
in  Surry  Isaac  Elsberry’s  daughter,  Sarah, 
and  she  had  gone  on  the  long  journey 
with  the  Rileys.  Taking  a  last  fond  look, 
we  may  believe,  at  the  Elsberry  Meeting 
House  he  had  helped  his  father  to  erect, f 
Isaac  Elsberry’s  pilgrimage  over  moun¬ 
tain  and  meadow,  through  valley,  forest, 
and  stream,  soon  brought  his  family  to 
the  new-made  graves  of  his  father  and 
mother.  His  sisters,  Elizabeth  and  Cath¬ 
erine,  alone  of  the  Elsberrys,  there  re¬ 
mained  lovingly  to  care  for  the  graves  of 
their  parents. 

Jacob3  Elsberry,  the  much  younger 

*  From  the  statement  of  Zachariah  Riley  made  to 
G.  W.  Ellsberry  at  Bethel,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1877. 

J  On  September  4,  1911,  J.  C.  Johnson,  Esquire, 
of  Hamptonville,  Yadkin  County,  N.  C.,  wrote,  “I 
recently  met  with  an  old  lady  who  said  that  her 
mother’s  great-grandmother  said  that  Isaac  Elsberry 
built  the  original  Elsberry  Church.” 
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half-brother  of  John3  Elsberry,  father  of 
Isaac,  in  his  pension  affidavit*  dated  No¬ 
vember  14,  1833?  declares  that  he 

near  thirty  years  ago  moved  to  Lexington, 
Kentucky — staid  there  about  four  years  then 
moved  to  Shelby  County — Ky.,  staid  about 
two  years — then  moved  to  mouth  of  Kentucky 
River — staid  about  two  years — thence  moved 
to  Dearborn  County,  Indiana,  where  he  has 
ever  since  lived. 

As  this  declaration  implies  the  same  year, 
1803,  in  which  Isaac  Elsberry  in  Septem¬ 
ber  sold  his  house  and  land  and  began  the 
laborious  march  westward,  we  will  assume 
that  his  company  consisted,  at  least,  of 
twenty-three  persons,  namely,  his  own 
family  of  a  wife  and  eight  of  their  ten 
children,  a  daughter-in-law  (his  son,  John 
Elsberry,  and  wife,  Pamelia  Husbands, 
and  their  daughter,  Sarah  Wilkinson  Els¬ 
berry,  born  in  Surry  County,  January  6, 
1800,  joining  the  party  near  Creston  in 
Ashe  County  whither  they  had  preceded 
Isaac  in  1800),  and  the  wife,  four  sons, 
and  three  daughters  of  Jacob  Elsberry. 
Thus  ended  the  honorable  surname  of 
Elsberry  in  western  North  Carolina,  as 
applied  to  an  individual. f  In  the  autumn 
of  that  year,  1 803,  if  not  in  the  following 
spring,  these  Elsberrys  established  them¬ 
selves  near  Winchester,  Kentucky,  not  far 
from  Lexington,  where  the  families  of 
Gerard  and  Frances6  (Wright)  Riley  and 
Isaac  and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry’s 
son-in-law  and  daughter  Sarah  (Els¬ 
berry)  Riley,  had  preceded  them. 

*  In  file  number  W.  10016,  room  26,  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Pensions,  Washington,  D.C. 

f  The  families  of  Ephraim  and  Ormond  Elsbre 
of  Hyde  County,  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
circa  1790,  cannot  be  traced  into  any  connection  with 
the  Elsberrys  of  Maryland. 


It  was  in  the  waters  of  the  Clinch  River 
that  Jacob  Elsberry  made  oath,  in  his  pen¬ 
sion  affidavit,  that  his  Revolutionary  War 
papers  were  “lost  .  .  .  with  many  of  his 
papers,  in  moving  to  this  country  as  they 
were  very  near  drowning  in  crossing 
Clinch  River,  and  everything  in  his  wag¬ 
gon  was  wet  &  many  papers  lost.”  The 
story  of  that  Elsberry  expedition  is  lost 
to  us,  though  it  might  easily  have  been 
saved.  The  men  and  women  who  trav¬ 
ersed  the  route,  less  dangerous  than  when 
Daniel  Boone  had  marked  it  out,  but  not 
much  easier  for  travel,  were  more  given 
to  action  than  to  writing  of  their  deeds.  A 
month  of  effort  onward  brought  the  Els¬ 
berrys  through  the  present  Kentucky 
counties,  which  Elihu  Barker’s  map  of 
1795,  depicting  Boone’s  trail,  shows  to  be 
Bell,  Knox,  Rockcastle,  Gerrard  or  Madi¬ 
son  to  Fayette  County  and  its  seat  of  Lex¬ 
ington,  then  a  log-built  hamlet,  and  to 
near  Winchester  in  Clark  County,  having 
crossed  the  Kentucky  River  at  Hickman’s 
Creek  or  Boonesborough  where  Daniel 
Boone  had  built  a  fort. 

If  Isaac  Elsberry,  or  his  son  John, 
bought  and  sold  any  land  in  the  adjoining 
counties  of  Fayette  or  Clark,  Kentucky, 
the  incomplete  land  records  of  the  former 
and  the  complete  records  of  the  latter 
county  do  not  reveal  it.  That  both  Isaac 
and  Jacob  found  the  best  land  taken  and 
purchasable  only  at  a  high  price  is  likely. 
Isaac  is  connected  with  Clark  County 
rather  than  with  Fayette  by  his  descend¬ 
ants,  notably  by  the  statement  of  his  emi¬ 
nent  son,  the  Hon.  William  Ellsberry, 
made  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  after  his  death 
recited  in  the  resolutions  of  Xenia  Lodge 
No.  49,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as 
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published  in  the  Xenia  Torchlight ,  April 
6,  1863,  which  stated  in  part: 

Brother  William  Ellsberry  was  born  in 
Surry  County,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
on  the  17th  day  of  June  1783.  He  removed 
with  his  father  and  his  father’s  family,  to 
Clark  County  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  about 
the  year  1802  or  1803  [etc.]. 

The  statement  of  Isaac’s  nephew,  Zacha- 
riah  Riley,  in  1877  confirms  the  statement 
that  Isaac  lived  awhile  in  Clark  County. 
His  son  Isaac,  Jr.,  and  wife  Sally,  who 
remained  in  Kentucky,  purchased  and  sold 
land  in  Clark  County  four  times  between 
1813  and  1819;  while  Isaac,  Senior’s, 
son,  Benjamin,  held  Clark  County  land 
beginning  in  1 807,  after  his  father  had  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio.  These  sites  may  mark  the 
place  where  Isaac  Elsberry,  Senior,  re¬ 
sided  for  two  or  three  years  after  arriving 
from  North  Carolina.  His  eldest  son, 
John5  Elsberry,  had  already  settled  apart 
from  Isaac,  Senior,  about  five  miles  from 
Lexington,  as  will  be  shown  shortly. 
Jacob3  Elsberry’s  pension  affidavit  de¬ 
clares  that  he,  also,  remained  only  about 
two  years  near  Lexington;  westward  he 
went,  while  Isaac  sought  a  permanent 
home  to  the  northward. 

Methodism  may  have  had  an  influence 
in  Isaac  Elsberry’s  coming  to  Kentucky, 
for  two  Methodists  who  preached  in  Els¬ 
berry  Meeting  House,  as  regular  preach¬ 
ers  for  the  Yadkin  Circuit,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Williamson  and  his  successor,  the 
Rev.  Barnabas  McHenry,  both  had  pre¬ 
ceded  by  several  years,  Isaac  Elsberry  into 
the  north  central  “Garden  of  Kentucky.”* 
Methodism  was  a  much  greater  power  in 

*  R.  H.  Collins,  History  of  Kentucky ,  /,  447-449. 


1803  within  the  Lexington  Circuit  than  it 
ever  had  been  on  the  Yadkin,  though  the 
first  Methodist  Church  in  Kentucky,  at 
Masterson’s  five  miles  from  Lexington, 
was  not  built  until  about  1790.  Tradition, 
reported  by  George  Washington  Ells¬ 
berry  of  Mason  City,  Illinois,  intimates 
that  Isaac  Elsberry’s  sons,  John  and 
Michael, 

in  1805  with  their  families  moved  from  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  leased  a  farm  of - Prather,  near 

Moscow.  In  1806  Gerard  Riley  and  family 
came  over  to  Clermont  County  also,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  what  is  now  called  Saltair.  About  1807, 
Isaac,  Sr.,  came  over  from  Kentucky  and 
bought  of  Thomas  Guest  [not  Thomas,  but 
Henry  C.  Gist]  about  200  acres  near  Bethel, 
which  later  became  the  Richard  Pemberton 
farm.f 

This  migration  of  Isaac  Elsberry  to 
Bethel  is  confirmed  by  evidence  brought 
out  years  later  in  the  suit  at  law  brought 
against  his  executors,  his  sons  John  and 
Michael,  by  Henry  C.  Gist,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  pleas  court  of  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  over  the  land  that  Isaac  had  pur¬ 
chased  there.  In  this  suit,  some  details  of 
which  will  appear  in  further  reference  to 
Isaac’s  sons,  evidence  was  submitted  to 
prove  that  the  agreement  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  land  was  entered  into  by 
Isaac  Elsberry  in  Clark  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  in  the  presence  of  his  son  William, 
a  witness  in  the  lawsuit.^  The  best  of  the 
wonderful  soil  of  the  Scioto  and  Miami 
valleys  in  Ohio  had  been  occupied  before 

f  Extracted  from  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ellsberry 
of  Bethel,  Ohio,  published  in  the  Bethel  Journal  of 
May  23,  1902,  recounting  G.  W.  Ellsberry’s  inter¬ 
view  with  the  aged  Zachariah  Riley. 

X  P.  146,  etc.,  of  “ Record  Book  E court  of  com¬ 
mon  pleas,  Batavia,  Clermont  County,  Ohio. 
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Isaac  Elsberry  could  reach  it.  But  between 
these  wide  depressions  lay  the  rich  and 
more  neglected  areas  of  Clermont  and 
Brown  counties  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  Ohio  River.  Before  he  could  reach 
these  lands  Isaac  had  a  hundred  miles  to 
traverse,  across  the  counties  of  Bourbon, 
Harrison,  Pendleton,  and  Campbell  to  a 
ferry  opposite  Bullskin  Creek  in  Ohio. 
Of  the  material  recompense  for  his  ef¬ 
forts,  and  the  fruition  of  his  projects, 
he  lived  to  gather  in  Ohio  but  little  more 
than  the  assurance  that  his  judgment  and 
forethought  for  the  welfare  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren  would  result  hap¬ 
pily.  They  reaped  the  advantages  of  his 
forethought,  fully  justifying  his  judg¬ 
ment  in  leaving  North  Carolina.  Viewed 
in  the  light  of  the  perspective  of  years, 
Isaac  Elsberry  did  a  good  thing  for  his 
descendants.  On  August  6,  1806,  Isaac 
Elsberry  first  became  of  record  in  Cler¬ 
mont  County,  Ohio,  as  appears  from  the 
lawsuit  against  his  executors: 

.  .  .  For  that  whereas  the  said  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry  in  his  lifetime,  to  wit,  on  the  6th  day 
of  August  1806  at  the  County  aforesaid  made 
his  certain  writing  obligatory  sealed  with  his 
seal  &  to  the  court  here  shown  the  date  whereof 
is  the  same  day  and  year  aforesaid  the  said 
Isaac  Elsberry,  for  value  received,  oblidged 
himself  his  heirs  etc.  to  pay  to  the  said  Henry 
C.  Gist  the  sum  of  Thirty  Dollars  [etc.]. 

The  value  received  was  214  acres  of 
land,  two  miles  south  of  the  center  of  the 
town  of  Bethel,  Clermont  County,  Ohio. 
Payment  for  the  land  was  made  by  Isaac 
Elsberry  at  the  time  of  its  purchase,  but 
thirteen  years  later  and  six  years  after  the 
death  of  Isaac,  the  said  Henry  C.  Gist 


filed  in  court  a  claim  against  Isaac’s  sons 
and  executors,  John  and  Michael,  for  a 
small  balance  of  thirty  dollars  alleged  re¬ 
maining  due,  which  claim  the  executors 
denied.  The  deed  of  this  land  from  Gist 
to  Isaac  Elsberry  is  not  on  record  in  the 
office  of  the  registrar  of  deeds  of  Cler¬ 
mont  County,  but  the  survey  of  it  for 
Isaac  Elsberry  is  recorded  on  page  146  of 
Record  Book  E  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  at  Batavia, 
viz. : 

Received  October  1st,  1807,  of  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry  the  sum  of  Ten  Dollars,  surveying  fees 
in  part  of  surveying  lands  of  the  survey  Col. 
Gist — I  say  reced.  pr.  Peter  Light  S.C.C. 
Surveyed  August  27th,  1806,  for  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry  the  following  described  tract  of  land: 
Situate  on  the  waters  Clover  Lick  Creek,  Tate 
Township,  Clermont  County  and  State  of 
Ohio.  Beginning  at  one  beech  and  one  double 
beech;  thence  E.  140  poles  to  a  sugar  and 
beech  Corner  to  Williams  West;  thence  157 
poles  to  a  hickory  and  elm;  thence  E  40  poles 
to  three  elms;  thence  S.  8  W.  70-^  poles  to 
a  white  oak;  thence  W.  170  poles  to  three 
beech;  thence  N.  227  poles  to  the  beginning, 
containing  214  acres,  the  same  being  part  of  a 
tract  of  Col.  Nathanial  Gist  surveyed — Sur¬ 
veyed  Pr.  Peter  Light  S.C.C.  [Surveyor  of 
Clermont  County]. 

In  the  year  18 10  the  state  of  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  assessing  a  tax  upon  every 
hundred  acres  of  occupied  land  within  its 
borders,  prepared  a  manuscript  book  en¬ 
titled  Resident  Proprietors  of  Land  (un¬ 
paged)  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Auditor 
of  State,  in  which  occurs  the  entry: 

Clermont  County.  Isaac  Elsbury,  200 
acres,  second  class  land,  taxed  at  $1.00  per 
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hundred  acres;  originally  owned  by  Nathaniel 
Gest;  original  entry  No.  4454. 

This  land  is  about  one-third  of  a  mile 
eastward  of  the  main  highway  leading 
southward  from  Bethel  to  the  former 
estate  of  Peter  McClain,  being  about 
three  and  a  half  miles  north  of  the  latter 
site  in  Tate  Township.  The  former  Els- 
berry  property  was  pointed  out  to  us  in 
November,  1918,  by  that  most  amiable 
and  reliable  gentleman,  Edward  Frazier, 
Esquire,  who  resided  with  his  equally 
estimable  wife,  Carolina  (McClain)  Fra¬ 
zier,  upon  a  part  of  the  former  McClain 
estate.  Incidentally,  it  may  be  recalled 
that  Peter  McClain’s  son,  John,  came 
here  into  Tate  Township  from  New  Jer¬ 
sey  at  practically  the  same  time  (1806) 
as  came  from  Kentucky  Isaac  and  his  son 
John  Elsberry  and  the  latter’s  daughter 
Sarah  Wilkinson  Elsberry,  and  that  her 
first  meeting  here  with  John  McClain  led 
to  their  happy  marriage. 

This  Elsberry  farm  was  inherited  in 
part  by  Isaac’s  sons,  Enoch  and  Michael, 
who  doubled  the  size  of  it  on  November 
13,  1826,  by  purchase  from  the  same 
Henry  C.  Gist  of  Franklin  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  that  part  of  Nathaniel  Gist’s  origi¬ 
nal  survey  number  964.  \Clermont  Deeds 
Y  23,  p.  45.]  Twenty  months  later  Mi¬ 
chael  Elsberry  sold  fifty-four  acres  of 
it  for  $200  to  Richard  Pemberton.  For 
two  generations  thereafter  the  place  was 
known  as  the  Richard  Pemberton  farm, 
now  easily  to  be  identified  at  Bethel. 
Miles  Pemberton,  aged  ninety  years  and 
born  on  that  land,  stated  to  us  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1918,  at  Bethel,  that  some  of  the  first 
Elsberrys  were  buried  on  the  place,  and 


that  their  small  gravestones,  almost  daily 
in  his  view  while  he  lived  there  with  his 
father,  bore  no  names  or  inscriptions. 
Isaac  Elsberry  having  lived  less  than 
eight  years  after  settling  in  Ohio,  there 
is  but  little  about  him  in  Clermont  rec¬ 
ords  ;  that  little,  however,  is  valuable. 
Fortunately  one  original  document  bear¬ 
ing  his  only  known  autograph  has  been 
found: 

[Batavia,  Clermont  County ,  Ohio.  Probate 

Court ]  : 

Filed  Bond  1809.  (Endorsed)  “Isaac  Els- 
bury  &  Sam’l  Nelson  to  Bond  on  Certiorari. 
John  Flack.” 

KNOW  all  men  by  these  presents  that  We 
Isaac  Elsbury  &  Samuel  Nelson  are  held  & 
firmly  bound  unto  John  Flack  in  the  just  & 
full  sum  of  One  hundred  dollars  Current 
Money  to  the  payment  Whereof  We  bind  our¬ 
selves  our  heirs  Extors  &  Admrs  Jointly  sev¬ 
erally  &  firmly  by  these  presence  Sealed  with 
our  Seals  and  dated  at  Williamsburgh  this 
Nineteenth  day  of  July  1809 

The  Condition  of  the  above  Obligation  is 
such  that  Whereas  a  Writ  of  Certiorari  hath 
been  allowed  by  the  Honb1  Thomas  Morris 
Esqr  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  directed  to  George 
Brown  Esqr,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
Township  of  Washington  &  County  of  Cler¬ 
mont  Commanding  him  the  said  George 
Brown  to  Certify  the  proceedings  of  a  Certain 
Action  whereon  the  above-named  John  Flack 
is  plaintiff  and  the  above  bound  Isaac  Elsbury 
is  Defendant,  Now  if  the  said  Isaac  Elsberry 
shall  prosecute  his  said  Writ  of  Certiorari  to 
effect  &  abide  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  aforesaid  thereon  to  be  had,  and  in 
Case  he  should  be  Cast  in  the  said  Writ  shall 
pay  the  Judgment  rendered  against  him  then 
this  Obligation  is  to  be  Void  &  of  no  effect 
Otherwise  remain  in  full  force  &  Virtue. 
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Signed  Sealed  &  Acknowledged  before  R.  W. 
Wareing,  Clk  Supreme  Court. 

Isaac  Elsbury  [Seal] 
Samuel  Nelson  [Seal] 

Let  us  remember  that  when  Isaac  Els- 
berry  settled  along  Clover  Lick  Run  (also 
called  the  east  fork  of  the  Little  Miami 
River),  the  Ohio  River  was  regarded  as 
the  frontier  of  America,  constituting  the 
dividing  line  between  the  white  and  the 
red  man.  Most  of  the  organized  fighting 
with  the  Indians  was  over  in  1806,  but 
minor  outrages  continued.  Hence  the 
chief  battle  for  the  white  man,  after  1 800, 
was  the  creation  of  a  home  and  the  whip¬ 
ping  up  of  nature  for  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  it — no  easy  task  for  those 
who  bought  land  that  had  never  been 
cleared,  tilled,  or  dwelt  upon,  as  did  Isaac 
Elsberry.  In  his  fifty-eighth  year  his 
labors  ceased.  Although  “very  sick  and 
weak”  he  yet  had  the  strength  of  resolu¬ 
tion  to  dictate  the  disposition  of  his  estate: 

[ Batavia ,  Clermont  County ,  Ohio ,  Will  Reg¬ 
ister  for  1813] : 

Last  Will  and  Testament 
of  Isaac  Ellsberry 

Pleas  held  before  the  honorable  Honorable 
John  Thompson  Esquire  President  Judge  and 
Philip  Gatch  and  Alexander  Blair  Esquires 
Associate  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  at  the  Court  House  in  Williamsburgh 
for  the  County  of  Clermont  at  the  Term  of 
July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen  and  of  this  state 
the  eleventh. 

This  day  came  John  Ellsberry  and  Michael 
Ellsberry  the  executors  and  produced  the  last 
will  and  Testament  of  Isaac  Ellsberry  late  of 
this  county  deceased  at  the  same  time  came 
John  Boggess  and  William  Cornwell  two  of 


the  subscribing  witnesses  thereto  who  being 
duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelist  depose  and 
say  that  they  were  present  when  the  testator 
Isaac  Ellsberry  signed  and  acknowledged  the 
same  as  his  last  will  and  testament  and  that 
they  believed  the  testator  to  be  of  a  sound 
mind  and  memory  and  judgment  at  the  time 
of  signing  and  acknowledging  the  same. 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
Executors  enter  into  a  bond  in  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  with  John  Shotwell  and  William 
Cornwell  their  securities.  And  thereon  the  said 
John  and  Michael  with  their  said  securities  en¬ 
tered  into  and  acknowledged  bond  in  open 
court  in  five  hundred  dollars  conditioned  as  the 
law  requires.  Thereon  the  said  Executors  took 
the  oath  required  by  law,  the  court  order  John 
Boggess  William  South  and  Houten  Clark  to 
appraise  the  personal  property  of  said  deceased 
under  oath  or  affirmation.  And  order  said  Will 
be  recorded  and  that  Certificate  of  Probate 
Issue  under  the  seal  of  this  Court. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN.  I, 
Isaac  Ellsberry  of  the  county  of  Clermont  and 
State  of  Ohio  being  very  sick  and  weak  of 
body  though  of  perfect  mind  and  memory 
calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and 
knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once 
to  die.  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will 
and  testament  that  is  to  say  first  of  all:  I  give 
and  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hand  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God  who  gave  it,  and  my  body  I  rec¬ 
ommend  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  a  decent 
Christian  Burial  at  the  discretion  of  my 
Executors.  And  as  touching  such  worldly  estate 
wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in 
this  life  I  give,  demise  and  dispose  of  the  same 
in  the  following  manner  and  form. 

First  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved 
wife  Agatha  one  hundred  acres  of  land  and 
including  the  farm  I  now  live  on  with  all  the 
appertainances  thereunto  belonging  during  the 
state  of  her  widowhood  and  at  her  decease  it 
is  my  will  that  my  youngest  son  Enoch  Ells- 
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berry  shall  have  fifty  acres  of  said  land  and 
one  horse  beast  if  it  be  for  him  and  one  bed 
and  bedding.  Also  it  is  my  will  that  my  young¬ 
est  daughter  Polly  shall  have  one  cow  and  calf 
one  feather  bed  and  furniture  and  is  my  will 
further  that  my  beloved  wife  Agatha  shall 
have  all  my  personal  property  farming  uten¬ 
sils  of  every  description  during  her  natural 
life  except  as  before  excepted  and  at  her  death 
it  is  my  will  that  all  the  aforesaid  property 
willed  to  my  beloved  wife  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  if  there  should  be  so  much  remaining 
after  Enoch  Ellsberry  my  youngest  son  has 
fifty  shall  be  sold  and  equally  divided  between 
my  ten  children,  to-wit: 

John,  Benjamin,  Sally,  William,  Isaac, 
Michael,  Nancy,  Susannah,  Enoch,  and  Polly. 
Also  it  is  my  will  that  my  sons  John  and 
Michael  Ellsberry  shall  be  my  executors  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament  whom  I  do 
hereby  ordain  constitute  and  appoint  to  exe¬ 
cute  all  matters  and  things  agreeably  to  this 
my  last  will  and  testament.  And  I  do  hereby 
revoke  and  disannul  all  and  every  other  will 
legacies  bequests  or  executors  ratifying  and 
confirming  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  and  no  other. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seal  this  twelfth  day  of  April  Anno 
Dotnini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir¬ 
teen. 

[seal] 

Signed  and  sealed  and  pronounced  by  the  said 
Isaac  Ellsberry  to  be  his  last  will  and  testament 
in  presence  of  us  who  in  presence  of  each  other 
have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

his 

William  x  Cornwell,  John  Boggess. 
mark 

Isaac  Elsberry  died  between  the  mak¬ 


ing  of  this  will  on  April  12,  1813,  and  the 
taking  of  his  inventory  on  September  11, 
1813,  by  John  Boggess,  Houten  Clark, 
and  William  South.  Isaac  Elsberry,  like 
the  other  pioneers,  came  into  Ohio  with  as 
little  personal  property  for  household  and 
farming  use  as  could  be  conveniently 
brought  from  North  Carolina.  His  inven¬ 
tory  reveals  the  simplicity  which,  for  a 
time,  was  shared  by  all  those  who  had  the 
hardihood  to  venture  into  the  new  settle¬ 
ments  of  southern  Ohio.  None  of  his  real 
estate  was  appraised  after  his  death,  and 
the  will  does  not  account  for  114  of  the 
214  acres  that  he  had  in  1807.  The  per¬ 
sonal  property  was  valued  at  $196. 

It  is  probable  that  various  effects  of 
Isaac’s  had  been  given  to  his  sons,  and 
that  the  costs  of  his  removal  from  North 
Carolina,  which  covered  three  years  be¬ 
fore  he  reached  Ohio,  together  with  the 
purchase  of  the  214  acres  near  Bethel, 
had  consumed  the  several  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  he  possessed  on  leaving  Surry  County. 
His  widow,  Agatha,  was  reported  by  the 
late  George  W.  Ellsberry,  of  Mason  City, 
Illinois,  as  having  removed  to  Xenia  some 
time  after  her  husband’s  death  and  as  liv¬ 
ing  there  with  her  son,  the  Hon.  William 
Ellsberry,  until  about  1844-46,  when  she 
died,  and  was  interred  near  to  the  spot 
where  her  son’s  monument  now  stands  in 
Woodland  Cemetery.  Hundreds  are  the 
descendants  of  Isaac4  and  Agatha6 
(Wright)  Elsberry;  scattered  are  they 
over  what  to  them  was  the  great  North¬ 
west.  Scattered  so  far  and  remotely  are 
some  that  trace  of  them  is  lost.  Perhaps 
some  of  the  living  descendants  will  recog¬ 
nize  their  kinship  with  the  elders  of 
whom  we  have  data: 
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The  children  of  Isaac4  and  Agatha6 
(Wright)  Elsberry  are  not  entered  in  the  or¬ 
der  of  their  ages,  it  being  known  only  that  the 
eldest  was  John,  and  the  youngest  son  and 
daughter,  Enoch  and  Polly. 

(1)  John5  Elsberry,  the  eldest,  born 
1776,  of  whom  hereafter. 

(2)  Benjamin5  Elsberry,  born  in  Surry 

County,  North  Carolina,  1778;  marriage  li¬ 
cense  bond  dated  August  12,  1 7 9 7 >  B-achel 

Ridgeway,  on  file  at  Registry  of  Deeds,  Dob¬ 
son,  North  Carolina.  He  moved  with  his  wife’s 
mother  to  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  his  father,  and  became  first  of  record 
there:  [ Winchester,  Clark  County ,  Court  Or¬ 
der  Book ,  p.  198]:  “August  Court  1803  Or¬ 
dered  that  all  the  male  laboring  Tythes  living 
at  the  plantation  of  the  widow  Ridgeway  and 
Benjamin  Alsberry  and  the  widow  Florah  do 
assist  John  Skinner,  overseer  of  the  road  from 
Winchester  to  Matthew  Anderson’s  to  keep 
said  Road  in  good  Repair.”*  Benjamin  did  not 
go  to  Ohio  with  his  father,  Isaac;  he  remained 
with  his  mother-in-law  Ridgeway,  and  on  De¬ 
cember  4,  1807,  she,  “Rachel  Ridgway, 

widow,  of  Clark  County,  Kentucky  sold  for 
£57  .  .  .to  Benjamin  Elsberry  of  the  same 
.  .  .24*4  acres  of  land  on  the  Waters  of  the 
south  fork  of  Licking  River  adjoining  lands 
of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Jacobs  deceased,  and 
said  grantor,  which  said  grantor  received  from 
John  McCreery.  [Signed]  Rachel  Ridg¬ 
way.”  [P.  166,  Deed  Book  6,  at  Winchester , 
Clark  County ,  /fy.]  On  April  21,  1 809,  Ben¬ 
jamin5  Elsberry  bought  of  John  Ridgway  for 
$220,  27^4  acres  on  the  waters  of  Hood’s 
Creek,  Clark  County,  and  on  the  same  day  the 
same  Benjamin  sold  to  the  same  Ridgway  for 
$79  another  tract  on  the  same  creek.  [ Clark 

*  At  the  date  of  this  record,  August,  1803,  Isaac 
Elsberry  was  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina, 
whence  he  disappeared  after  signing  the  deed  of  sale 
of  his  land  there  in  September,  1803.  The  place  of 
his  abode  during  the  two  or  three  years  of  his  stop 
in  Kentucky  was  doubtless  near  Winchester. 


County  Deed  Book  6,  p.  4 5 3 •  3  The  U.S.  cen¬ 
suses  of  1790  and  1800  for  Kentucky  were 
destroyed  in  the  War  of  1812  when  the  Brit¬ 
ish  burned  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  The 
1810  census  of  Clark  County  credits  Ben¬ 
jamin  Elsberry  with  one  son  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  under  ten,  two  daughters  over  ten,  and 
himself  and  wife  both  aged  between  thirty 
and  forty,  and  four  slaves.  Also  enumerated  is 
the  household  of  a  “Liddy”  (Lydia)  Elsberry, 
aged  between  forty  and  fifty,  with  one  male 
and  one  female  between  twenty  and  thirty, 
one  female  under  ten  and  another  between  ten 
and  twenty.  This  Lydia  may  have  been  widow 
of  Benjamin’s  great  uncle,  William3  Elsberry 
of  Surry  County,  or  of  another  great-uncle, 
Frederick3  Elsberry,  Jr.,  who  may  have  come 
direct  to  Kentucky  from  Bohemia  Manor, 
Maryland,  as  he  disappeared  therefrom  circa 
1800. 

In  the  U.S.  census  of  1820  the  said  Ben¬ 
jamin5  Elsberry  reported  himself  and  wife 
as  under  forty-five,  one  son  between  sixteen 
and  twenty-six,  another  male  between  sixteen 
and  eighteen,  two  daughters  aged  ten  to  six¬ 
teen,  and  four  persons  engaged  in  agriculture 
(slaves?).  His  grandson,  Joseph  Ellsberry  of 
Chrisman,  Illinois,  confirmed  by  letter  June 
19,  1918,  the  fact  that  the  said  Benjamin5  had 

two  wives,  Rachel  Ridgway  and  Ann  ( - ), 

as  Benjamin’s  will  implies.  The  will  dated 
Clark  County,  Kentucky,  October  23,  1857, 
proved  January  1 1,  1858,  bequeaths  to  “my  be¬ 
loved  wife  Ann  executrix”  103  acres  of  land, 
personal  estate  and  three  slaves;  to  youngest 
son  Benjamin,  Jr.,  $300;  to  son  John  R., 
$300;  to  “my  daughter  Polly  Wills  $100. 

.  .  .after  death  of  my  wife  my  estate  to  be 
equally  divided  the  children  of  my  daughter 
Agnes  Redmonf  [wife  of  John  Redmon  of 

f  These  children  are  named  on  page  1  of  Deed 
Book  44,  Clark  County,  in  an  indenture  dated  May 
21,  1870,  to  wit:  “Charles  T.,  Caroline,  Squire  B., 
and  Rachel  F.  Redmon  children  of  Agnes  Redmon, 
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Winchester]  to  have  one  share;  my  daughter 
Rachel  McKee  [wife  of  John  McKee],  one 
share;  my  daughter  Nancy  Wills  [wife  of 
John  Wills  of  Winchester]  one  share.”  [ Clark 
County  Will  Book  No.  i,  p.  40.]  John6  R., 
the  only  son  of  Benjamin5  and  Rachel  (Ridg- 
way)  Elsberry,  was  reported  by  his  son  Jo¬ 
seph7  Ellsberry  of  Chrisman,  Illinois,  by  let¬ 
ters  dated  June  1  and  18,  1918,  supplemented 
by  a  letter  from  his  son,  Charles  A.  Ellsberry, 
of  3827  State  Line,  Kansas  City,  dated  May 
26,  1918,  as  having  been  “born  in  Clark 
County,  Kentucky  in  1803  and  died  in  1875 
Edgar  County,  Illinois,  where  he  had  moved 
in  1855;  was  married  twice;  first  wife  was  a 
Wills.  There  were  born  to  them  five  children; 
William,  Mary,  Rebecky,  Andrew,  and  An¬ 
nie;  they  are  all  dead.  His  second  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Hulett,  my  mother,  who  had  four 
boys  and  four  girls — James  who  died  about 
forty  years  ago,  Benjamin  living  in  Edgar 
County,  Ill.,  1918,  John  H.,  Joseph,  and 
Nancy  living  1918  at  Chrisman,  Ill.,  and 
Rachel  living  in  Eads,  Oklahoma.  My  children 
are  Jacob  W.  Ellsberry  of  Cherry  Point,  Ill., 
Annie  Claws  and  Herbert  Ellsberry  of  Chris¬ 
man  Ill.,  and  Charles  A.  Ellsberry,  of  Kansas 
City,  born  in  Edgar  County,  Ill.,  in  1871, 
married  Miss  Dearmond  at  Medicine  Lodge, 
Kansas,  Nov.  16,  1893,  and  they  have  five 
boys  and  four  girls.  Our  family  is  not  related 
to  the  other  Ellsberrys  of  Missouri  as  far  as 
we  know.  Our  name  was  spelt  with  one  1  up 
to  the  war  of  ’6 1.  By  some  mistake  of  the 
army  officials  the  name  was  spelt  with  two  l’s, 
and  to  avoid  technicality  and  caring  for  other 
government  records  we  have  continued  to  spell 
the  name  with  two  l’s.  I  understood  that  the 
town  of  Ellsberry,  Missouri,  was  named  after 
my  half-brother,  Andrew  Ellsberry.*  An- 

dec’d,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Elsberry  Sr.  dec’d  for 
$150.  sell  to  Benjamine  Elsbery  103  acres  being  the 
same  which  belonged  to  the  said  Benjamine  Elsberry 
sen.  at  the  time  of  his  death.” 

*  His  marriage  is  recorded:  “I,  a  minister  of  the 


drew  Ellsberry’s  wife  [widow]  was  living 
about  three  years  ago.  She  lives  in  Ellsberry, 
Mo.  Her  name  is  Sarie  Ellsberry.  My  grand¬ 
father,  Benjamin  Ellsberry,  had  one  son  by  his 
last  wife.  Benjamin  was  his  name;  he  and  his 
wife  died  several  years  ago  in  Indiana.  Yours, 
Joseph  Ellsberry.” 

Charles7  Evans  Ellsberry  of  1207 
Hartford  Street,  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  con¬ 
firmed  on  June  20,  1 9 1 7 ,  and  October  28, 
1920,  by  letter  the  last  reference  to  Benjamin5 
Elsberry  and  added:  “My  grandfather’s  name 
was  Benjamin  R.  Ellsberry.  .  .  .  Father’s 
name  was  Benjamin  Franklin  Ellsberry,  born 
in  Clark  Co.  Ky.,  Aug.  5,  1837;  died  Aug. 
4,  1890;  he  was  married  to  Mary  Evans  Nov. 
20,  1866;  she  was  born  near  Winchester,  Ky., 
Mch.  29,  1841;  died  at  Bainbridge,  Ind., 
Apr.  10,  1899.  Names  of  their  five  sons  all 
born  near  Winchester,  Ky. :  (1)  Charles 

Evans  Ellsberry,  born  Jan.  22,  1868,  married 
at  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  Sept.  25,  1895,  Elizabeth 
Elisha  Bullock;  (2)  Silas  Hubbard  Ellsberry 
born  March  16,  1869,  died  May  2,  1888; 
(3)  Houston  Ellsberry  born  March  28,  1872, 
of  417  N.  16th  St.,  La  Fayette,  Ind. — (4) 
James  Ellsberry,  born  July  20,  1873,  of  La 
Fayette,  Ind.;  (5)  Edwin  Porter  Ellsberry, 
born  March  22,  1875,  died  March  13,  1918, 
at  La  Fayette,  Indiana.  The  said  James  Ells¬ 
berry  married  at  Bainbridge,  Ind.,  Apr.  5, 
1895,  Ella  McFadden  (died  Nov.  29,  1916) 
and  had  issue;  Pauline  July  15,  1896;  Frank 
Feb.  20,  1898,  who  died  at  Bainbridge  Aug. 
1,  1903;  Mary  Oct.  16,  1901;  Grace  Aug. 
I,  1903;  Theodore  Sept.  4,  1907,  at  Spen- 

gospel  of  the  M.E.  Church  south  licensed  for  the 
purpose  by  the  county  court  of  Barren  County,  Ky., 
do  certify  that  I  performed  the  marriage  ceremony 
between  Andrew  J.  Ellsberry  and  Miss  Sarah  Green 
according  to  the  usages  and  Customs  of  the  Church. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  13th  day  of  March  1851; 
Jno.  C.  C.  Thompson  G.M.”  [ Marriage  Register  No. 
1,  p.  139,  Office  of  Clerk  of  Clark  County ,  Win¬ 
chester,  Kyf\ 
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cer,  Ind.,  who  died  there  Nov.  15,  19°$; 
Howard  at  Lebanon,  Ind.,  Aug.  3*>  I9I0> 
Louise  at  Lebanon  Feb.  6,  1913?  an^  Ellen 
and  James  (twins)  born  at  Richmond  Ind., 
Nov.  25,  1916.  The  said  Edwin7  Porter  Ells- 
berry  married  at  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  June  9, 
1897,  Rose  Perry  and  had  issue  at  La  Fayette: 
Francis8  Elder,  March  9,  1898;  George 

Edwin  Dec.  12,  1910;  Mary  Jeanette,  May 
5,  1913.  The  said  Francis8  Elder  Ellsberry 
married  at  La  Fayette  May  27,  I9^0>  Myron 
Esler  of  Chicago,  Ill.” 

(3)  Isaac3  Elsberry,  son  of  Isaac4  and 
Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  “married  Sarah 
Foote  in  Clermont  County  and  removed  to 
Tennessee  where  he  lived  to  be  nearly  one 
hundred  years  old.” — so  stated  Isaac,  Jr.  s, 
first  cousin  Zachariah  Riley  at  Bethel,  Ohio, 
to  George  Washington  Ellsberry  about  the 
year  1877.  Confirmation  of  this  statement  is 
seen  in  several  official  records: — The  U.S. 
census  of  Gerrard  County,  Kentucky,  1810, 
reveals  the  presence  therein  of  Isaac5  Elsberry, 
and  his  wife,  both  aged  between  twenty  and 
thirty,  with  two  young  daughters,  and  four 
slaves.  On  April  6,  1813,  Christopher  Martin 
and  wife  Anne  of  Clark  County,  Ky.,  for 
$1288.62  sell  to  Isaac  Elsberry  of  the  same 
county  ninety-nine  acres  of  land  in  two  par¬ 
cels  conveyed  to  the  grantor  in  1812  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Sudduth  and  Hamilton  Marshall,  acting 
executor  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Thomas  Mar¬ 
shall*  and  agent  for  Benjamin  Ashley,  ad¬ 
joining  lands  of  John  Ramey,  Wm  Hill,  and 
James  Daniel:  \Clark  County  Deed  Book  9,  p. 

307]- 

On  February  26,  1816,  Thomas  Scott  sells 
for  $7.50  to  Isaac  Elsberry,  both  of  Clark 
County,  three  and  a  half  acres  of  land,  part  of 

*  Col.  Thomas  Marshall,  father  of  John  Marshall, 
first  chief  justice  of  the  U.S.  Col.  Marshall  came  to 
Kentucky  from  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  in  1780, 
and  was  personally  known  to  Agatha6  (Wright) 
Elsberry  and  her  parents  Captain  JohnS  and  Ann 
(Williams)  Wright,  formerly  of  Fauquier  County. 


a  tract  once  owned  by  Colonel  Thomas  Mar¬ 
shall,  adjoining  land  of  said  Isaac  Elsberry. 
(This  deed  was  witnessed  by  Enoch5  Elsberry, 
youngest  brother  of  the  grantee  Isaac5  Els¬ 
berry,  Jr.,  evidently  then  on  a  visit  to  Clark 
County  from  Ohio):  [ Clark  County  Deed 
Book  12,  p.  19].  At  the  session  of  the  court  of 
Clark  County,  May  26,  1817,  it  was  “Or¬ 
dered  that  Isaac  Elsberry,  Benjamin  Elsberry, 
William  Herndon,  and  William  Redmon,  or 
any  three  of  them,  do  appr[aise]  in  Current 
leavy  first  sworn  the  estate  of  Edmd  Cary, 
dec’d,  and  make  retn  &c.”:  [Court  Order  Book 
beginning  May  26,  1817]*  Isaac5  and  Sarah 
(Foote)  Elsberry  prepared  to  remove  to  near 
Murfreesboro,  Rutherford  County,  Tennessee, 
and  accomplished  it  as  is  proved  by  their  two 
deeds:  (1)  Indenture  dated  October  22,  1817, 
whereby  Isaac  Elsberry  and  wife  Sally  of 
Clark  County,  Ky.,  for  $180  sell  to  William 
Hill  of  said  county  six  acres  of  land,  part  of 
John  Marshall’s  survey  on  the  waters  of 
Hood’s  Creek  [Clark  County  Deed  Book  14 , 
p.  18];  (2)  Indenture  dated  January  26, 
1819,  whereby  “Isaac  Elsberry  and  Sarah  his 
wife  of  the  county  of  Rutherford  in  the  State 
of  Tennesse,  for  $2837.  90^/2  sell  to  Walter 
Karrick  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  Clark 
County,  Kentucky,  94  acres,  1  rood  and  10 
square  poles  of  land  on  the  waters  of  Hood’s 
Creek  on  the  publick  road  leading  from  Win¬ 
chester  to  Mountsterling.”  [Clark  County 
Deed  Book  15,  p.  138].  (It  has  not  been  con¬ 
venient  to  visit  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.,  to 
trace  the  descendants  of  Isaac  and  Sarah 
[Foote]  Elsberry.) 

(4)  Sarah5  Elsberry,  daughter  of  Isaac4 
and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  born  in 
Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  was  licensed 
there  on  August  12,  1797,  to  marry  John 
Riley.  Their  marriage  license  bond,  bearing 
their  names,  is  on  file  at  the  registry  of  deeds 
at  Dobson,  North  Carolina.  This  John  Riley 
and  this  marriage  were  mentioned  in  the  state- 
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ment  of  1877  by  Zachariah  Riley  of  Bethel, 
Ohio,  who  spoke  of  this  John  Riley  as  his 
uncle.  On  page  316  of  Rockey  &  Bancroft’s 
History  of  Clermont  County ,  Ohio ,  it  is  stated 
that  “John  Riley,  a  Baptist  preacher,  moved 
to  Tate  Township  from  Kentucky  in  1806 
and  later  to  Illinois.”  Thus  the  Baptists  who 
lost  Agatha  (Wright)  Elsberry  to  the  Meth¬ 
odists,  gained  her  daughter  Sarah. 

(5)  Nancy5  Elsberry,  daughter  of  Isaac4 
and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  “married 
George  West  and  settled  at  Williamsburg, 
Clermont  County,  Ohio.”  [Statement  of 
G.  W.  Ellsberry  in  re-porting  his  interview  at 
Bethely  Ohio ,  /<?77,  with  Zachariah  Riley .] 
The  descendants  of  Nancy  are  many  and 
widely  scattered,  but  the  scope  of  this  book 
does  not  admit  of  our  entering  upon  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  West  family  other  than  to  quote 
that  on  December  9,  1920,  Nancy’s  grand¬ 
niece,  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Huggins,  advised  that 
George  and  Nancy5  (Ellsberry)  West  had 
eleven  children:  Agatha,  Thomas,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah,  Nancy,  Mary,  George,  Isaac,  William 
(who  married  Harriet  sister  of  Helen  Porter 
who  married  William6  Wallace  Elsberry), 
Enoch,  and  Flavius. 

(6)  Michael5  Elsberry,  son  of  Isaac4 
and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  born  in 
Surry  County,  N.  C.,  in  1788  (as  per  the  U.S. 
census  of  1850  for  Bethel,  Ohio),  lived  on 
his  father’s  place,  two  miles  from  Bethel, 
Ohio,  until  1815,  when  he  moved  to  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  town  of  Bethel  and  lived  upon  land 
still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Clermont  County,  he  mar¬ 
ried  (in  1806)  Elizabeth  McClure  (born 
1787),  who  died  at  Bethel  April  23,  1844. 
Michael  was  too  ambitious  to  remain  a  farmer, 
and  began  the  building  of  houses  of  brick, 
many  of  which  now  remain  in  Clermont 
County.  He  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a 
private  in  the  Williamsburg  company  of  rifle¬ 
men,  third  Ohio  regiment,  and  was  at  Detroit 


with  Colonel  Caw’s  regiment  of  the  first 
brigade  of  the  first  division,  and  present  at  the 
Battle  of  Brownstown.  He  was  included  in 
General  Hull’s  surrender  at  Detroit  when  the 
British  General  Brock  cut  off  Hull’s  supplies 
and  demanded  the  surrender,  with  which  re¬ 
quest  Hull,  without  firing  a  shot,  ignominiously 
complied.  Michael’s  regiment  had  marched  to 
Detroit  from  Urbana,  Ohio,  when  the  soldiers 
had  to  clear  and  open  many  miles  of  road 
through  swamp  and  forest.  Michael5  Elsberry’s 
grandson,  George7  Washington  Ellsberry,  in 
his  report  of  his  interview  in  1877  at  Bethel 
with  Zachariah  Riley,  added:  “When  I  was  a 
little  boy  I  can  remember  that  grandfather 
used  to  tell  of  his  privations  in  that  war.  Some¬ 
times  the  soldiers  had  no  food  whatever  save  a 
little  inferior  flour  which  they  used  to  work 
into  long  strings  of  paste  or  dough  and  coil 
them  about  sticks  which  they  held  over  hot 
coals  to  bake.”  On  page  69  of  volume  2  of  the 
minutes  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Cler¬ 
mont  County  for  the  March  term  1813  a 
suit  was  entered  by  Richard  Fenn  against 
Michael  “Elsbury”  over  a  disputed  boundary, 
which  the  county  surveyor  was  ordered  to  set¬ 
tle  by  a  new  survey.  In  Clermont  County  Will 
Book  Ay  page  349,  Michael  “Ellsberry”  is 
credited  with  $5.91  as  a  creditor  of  the  estate 
of  Levi  Rogers,  inventoried  on  June  23,  1815. 
Michael  Elsberry  died  at  Bethel  April  5,  1855, 
aged  66  years,  as  given  on  his  gravestone,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Elsberry  row  in  the  cemetery 
there,  as  is  also  his  wife,  Elizabeth  McClure, 
who  died  April  23,  1844,  aged  58  years.  They 
had  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  whose  births 
are  recorded  as  follows  in  the  Bible  of  their 
daughter  Ellen,  which  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  Mary  Louise  Helbling  of  Georgetown, 
Ohio: 

John  Ellsberry  was  born  July  12th  1807. 
William  Ellsberry  was  born  October  1st  1808. 
Franklin  Ellsberry  was  born  January  20th 
1810. 
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Nancy  Ellsberry  was  born  November  12th 
1812. 

Ellen  Ellsberry  was  born  June  12th  1814. 
Benjamin  Franklin  Ellsberry  was  born  August 
6th  1816. 

Lavina  &  Eliza  Ellsberry  were  born  April 
20th  1819. 

Sarah  Ellsberry  was  born  November  6th  1821. 
Andrew  M.  Ellsberry  was  born  March  20th 
1824. 

Of  these  children,  (a)  John6  Elsberry  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Carter  (born  May  17,  1814,  in 
New  Jersey,  daughter  of  John  Carter  a  Meth¬ 
odist  preacher)  March  21,  1831.  He  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  as  a  brick  maker  and  builder. 
In  1835  and  1836  and  from  1871  to  1874  he 
was  trustee  of  Tate  Township,  and  for  fifteen 
years  a  magistrate  of  Clermont  County.  About 
1851  he  was  twice  elected  treasurer  of  the 
County.  He  died  at  Bethel  August  10,  1888. 
His  wife  died  there  on  August  22,  1895.  Both 
were  life-long  Methodists,  and  eight  of  their 
nine  children  survived  them,  namely: 

(1)  William7  Aurelius  Ellsberry 
born  April  8,  1834,  married  January  30, 
1854,  Abia  Thecklie  Pemberton  of  Bethel 
and  had  three  children,  namely,  Mrs.  Stone 
of  Minnesota,  Lula  of  Bethel,  and  Lizzie 
(Mrs.  Wm.)  Richards  of  Bethel. 

(2)  Thomas7  Benton  Ellsberry,  born 
October  4,  1836,  died  October  14,  1907; 
married  near  Bethel  February  8,  1859, 
Louisa  C.  Stephens.  They  removed  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  to  several  places  in  Illinois  and 
Indiana,  finally  to  State  Line,  Indiana,  in 
1892.  Their  children  were:  Mary8,  wife  of 
W.  H.  Mills  of  1414  N.  Walnut  St.,  Dan¬ 
ville,  Ill.;  John8  Henry  (wife  Anna  L. 
Padley)  of  2535  N.  9th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb.; 
George8  P.  (wife  Mary  Kilker)  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Col.;  Theodore8  J.,  (wife  Mary 
Mooney-Tobias)  of  Hawthorne  Place, 
Grand  Island,  Neb.;  Walter8  B.,  (wife  Lu- 
ella  F.  Elder)  of  719  East  2nd  St.,  Galva, 
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Ill.;  and  three  others  who  died  young — 
Dottie8  M.,  Julia8  E.,  and  Charles8  F. 

(3)  Isaac7  Newton  Ellsberry,  born 
January  6,  1839;  one  account  says  he  died 
July  10,  1900,  another  April  5,  1898;  mar¬ 
ried  Ruth  Crane  of  Bethel,  and  had  sons 
Thurman8  and  Alfred8  “now  in  the  far 
west,”  and  two  daughters,  Margaret8  (Mrs. 
Wm.)  Grady  of  100  Whitley  Ave.,  Joliet, 
Ill.,  and  Sadie8  (Mrs.  Dr.  Guy)  Kilgour  of 
Malden,  Ill.  Isaac7  N.  practiced  medicine 
at  Hamersville,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  until 
1867,  removing  to  Mason  City,  Ill.,  and 
in  1888,  to  Chicago. 

(4)  Francis7  Marion  Ellsberry,  died 
young. 

(5)  Benjamin7  Franklin  Ellsberry, 
born  in  Franklin  Township,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  March  24,  1842;  died  there 
October  21,  1919;  married  Feb.  2,  1868, 
Melissa  Eder  who  was  born  Nov.  15,  1841, 
and  died  Aug.  29,  1916.  They  had  three 
children:  (a)  Frank8  Morris  Ellsberry, 
born  Sept.  22,  1868,  married  Sept.  23, 
1903,  Maude  Prickett,  born  Sept.  9,  1884, 
and  has  issue :  Dorothy9  Melissa  and  Robert9 
Morris;  (b)  Edwin8  Eder  Ellsberry,  born 
May  4,  1874,  married  Dec.  16,  1906, 
Alice  Smith,  born  March  20,  1884;  (c) 
Ida  May  Ellsberry,  born  Nov.  10,  1877, 
married  Nov.  26,  1919,  George  A.  English, 
born  Dec.  16,  1872,  and  resides  at  Bethel, 
Ohio. 

(6)  George7  Washington  Ellsberry, 
born  February  21,  1846,  at  Bethel.  He  died 
at  Mason  City,  Ill.,  May  4,  1905,  where  he 
resided  from  1867  as  City  Clerk  and  City 
Attorney;  married  Rinta  Lamoreux  Oct. 
9,  1882,  who  survives,  by  whom  he  had 
issue  Clermont8  G.,  died  aged  six  months, 
and  Leda8.  He  was  much  interested  in  Els¬ 
berry  genealogy,  but  his  papers  were  acci¬ 
dentally  destroyed,  save  the  report  of  his  in- 
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terview  in  1877  at  Bethel  with  Zachariah 
Riley. 

(7)  John7  Carter  Ellsberry,  born  at 
Bethel,  Nov.  25,  1848,  died  at  Mason  City, 
Ill.,  March  10,  1910,  where  he  located  in 
1866  and  lived  as  a  successful  merchant, 
like  his  brother  George7  W.,  a  life-long 
Democrat  and  Methodist.  He  married  at 
Mason  City,  Aug.  4,  1867,  Arista  Althea 
Swing,  born  Aug.  25,  1849,  died  Oct.  20, 
1900.  Their  two  children  are:  (1)  Lois8 
Swing  (Mrs.  Gertus  D.)  Sutton,  born  at 
Mason  City  Aug.  28,  1878,  married  there 
July  22,  1897  (our  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs. 
Sutton  for  her  verification  of  various  dates 
and  names  from  an  Ellsberry  family  Bible 
and  other  records  written  by  her  late  father)  ; 
(2)  Lloyd8  Kirk  Ellsberry,  born  at  Mason 
City  Jan.  31,  1887,  married  at  Champaign, 
Ill.,  Nov.  18,  1914,  Effie  L.  Bauer,  and 
had  a  son  William8  Gertus  Ellsberry,  born 
at  Geneseo,  Ill.,  Aug.  25,  1915.  The  said 
G.  D.  Sutton  and  Lloyd  K.  Ellsberry  have 
built  up  at  Mason  City  a  unique  business 
described  as  “the  largest  seed  corn  firm  in 
the  world.”  Mrs.  Arista  Althea  (Swing) 
Ellsberry  was  granddaughter  of  Michael 
Swing,  one  of  the  founders  of  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  leader  in  local  affairs 
at  Mason  City;  her  daughter  Lois8  was  local 
Chairwoman  of  the  Illinois  Council  De¬ 
fense  Work,  President  of  the  Woman’s 
Club,  etc. 

(8)  Darius7  B.  Ellsberry,  born  at 
Bethel  Feb.  27,  1852,  of  whose  family  and 
descendants,  his  daughter  Stella8  E.  (Mrs. 
R.  E.  Youngman),  of  Bethel,  O.,  advised 
on  Feb.  7,  1921,  that  her  father’s  children 
were:  “Roy  E.,  Stella  E.,  Blanch  E.,  and 
Marjorie  E.” 

(9)  Mary7  Fisher  Ellsberry  of 
Bethel,  born  Nov.  3,  1855,  died  Jan.  1, 
1906,  unmarried;  “one  of  the  sweetest 
brightest  characters  in  the  community.” 


(b)  William6  Elsberry,  second  son  of 
Michael5  and  Elizabeth  (McClure)  Elsberry, 
born  on  the  Elsberry  place  south  of  Bethel 
Oct.  I,  1808,  died  at  Bethel  April  16,  1896, 
where  he  had  practiced  medicine  for  fifty  years 
and  had  been  a  member  for  sixty  years  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  married  Margaret 
Gatch  Dimmitt  Feb.  19,  1851  (she  was 
daughter  of  Rev.  Jacob  Dimmitt,  a  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  and  died  Dec.  4,  1869),  and  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters:  William7  Solon, 
born  Jan.  26,  1852,  who  practiced  medicine  at 
Bethel  all  his  life,  dying  there  Sept.  9,  1916; 
Caroline  Dimmitt,  born  March  19,  1853,  died 
June  29,  1855;  Frank7  Dimmitt,  born  Nov. 
30,  1856,  died  July  18,  1863;  Annie7  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  Jan.  11,  i860;  and  Grace  Elmina 
Dimmitt  Elsberry,  born  May  16,  1866,  died 
Dec.  13,  1915,  after  marrying  on  Nov.  14, 
1900,  William  Wallace  Ellsberry.  They  had  a 
son  William  Dimmitt,  born  May  21,  died 
May  22,  1902. 

Of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth,  and  ninth  children  of  Michael5  and 
Elizabeth  (McClure)  Elsberry,  as  given  in  the 
Bible  of  one  of  them  (Ellen6)  :  Franklin6  died 
young,  Nancy6  died  unmarried,  Ellen6  died  at 
Bethel,  unmarried,  Feb.  15,  1886,  Benjamin6 
Franklin  married  Harriet  Newcomb  and  died 
without  issue.  (This  Benjamin  studied  law  in 
1840  with  his  uncle  William  Ellsberry  at 
Xenia,  O.;  married  there,  according  to  the 
marriage  license  recorded  in  the  Probate  Court, 
Harriet  Newcomb  in  1842,  and  died  Aug.  10, 
1843;  buried  at  Bethel,  Clermont  County.  His 
widow  and  Samuel  Newcomb  of  Xenia  gave 
bonds  Sept.  20,  1843,  t0  administer  her  late 
husband’s  estate  [Xenia  A  dm.  Bond  Book  A> 
p.  533].  In  U.S.  census  of  July  17,  1850,  she 
was  listed  as  aged  28  and  living  in  the  Xenia 
home  of  Samuel  and  Susan  Newcomb,  aged 
62  and  58  respectively.  See  also  page  300  of 
History  of  Greene  County ,  G.  F.  Robinson); 
Lavina6  and  Eliza6  (twins)  died  young, 
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Sarah6  died  in  January,  1892,  having  married 
William  Fee  and  left  issue:  William  Elijah, 
Sarah  Ellen,  Francis  Marion,  M.D.,  of  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado,  and  Georgiana.  The  ninth  child 
of  Michael5  Elsberry  and  Elizabeth  (Mc¬ 
Clure)  Elsberry,  Andrew6  McClure  Elsberry, 
M.D.,  died  July  8,  1896,  at  Georgetown, 
Brown  County,  Ohio;  he  graduated  from 
Starling  Medical  College  in  1850,  and  prac¬ 
ticed  at  Bethel  and  after  1854  at  Georgetown; 
he  married  (first)  Jane  Clark  and  had  issue 
Catherine7  and  Jane7  Stewart  Clark  who  re¬ 
sided  at  Bethel.  By  his  second  marriage  Jan. 
6,  1859,  to  Mary  Louise  Blankensop  (who 
made  a  genealogical  affidavit  now  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  E.  L.  McClain,  Esquire,  at  Green¬ 
field,  Ohio),  Andrew6  had  issue:  (a)  John7 
Markley  Elsberry,  born  April  8,  i860,  and 
died  March  4,  1861;  (b)  Sarah7  Ellen  Els¬ 
berry,  born  May  19,  1862,  married  Joseph 
Helbling  July  19,  1886,  who  died  Aug.  22, 
1895,  leaving  issue:  Mary  Louise  Helbling, 
born  Feb.  2,  1888,  and  Lucy  Smith  Helbling, 
born  Feb.  18,  1890  (called  “Tom”),  who 
married  Earl  Hall  Oct.  26,  1919,  and  resides 
at  Toledo,  Ohio;  (c)  Charles  William  Els¬ 
berry,  born  June  17,  1865,  died  Dec.  23, 
1875;  (d)  Susanna7  Elsberry,  born  Nov.  9, 
1867,  died  Oct.  6,  1868;  (e)  Benjamin7 

Franklin  Elsberry  of  Georgetown,  born  Sept. 
20,  1869,  married  Frances  Theis  and  had 
Charles8  Andrew,  Mary8,  Frances8,  and  Eu¬ 
gene8;  (f)  Flavius7  Josephus  of  Georgetown, 
born  June  29,  1872;  (g)  Lucy7  Margaret, 
born  Feb.  2,  1875,  and  married  July  20, 
1904,  Olin  Eugene  Porter. 

Charles8  Andrew  Elsberry  married  Feb.  17, 

1912,  Ethel  Beeker  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  and  has 
three  children:  Evelyne9,  born  March  14, 

1913,  Charles9  Andrew,  born  June  4,  1915; 
Annie9  Jean,  born  Sept.  10,  1917.  Mary8 
Frances  Elsberry  married  Sept.  10,  1915*  Del- 
mer  Smith  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  and  has  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Viola,  born  Jan.  14,  1918. 
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(7)  Susanna5,  or  Susan,  daughter  of  Isaac4 
and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  born  in  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina,  married  in  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  Benjamin  Morris;  after  fifteen 
years  of  residence  in  Clermont  County,  she 
removed  with  her  children  to  Xenia,  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  where  lived  her  brothers  Hon. 
William  Elsberry  and  John  Elsberry.  She 
had  issue:  Isaac,  Emily  (who  married  Judge 
Vance,  and  while  residing  at  Hamilton,  O., 
after  his  death  stated  to  Mrs.  Clara7  Martin 
[“Ellsbury”]  Huggins  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
some  facts  about  Isaac4  and  Agatha6  [Wright] 
Elsberry  herein  quoted);  William  (who  mar¬ 
ried  and  had  a  daughter  Josephine)  ;  and  Caro¬ 
line  E.  who  married  Hon.  James  J.  Winans 
of  Xenia,  Ohio,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  of  Greene  County  and  member  of 
Congress  from  that  district,  as  is  related  in  the 
affidavit  of  her  relative  and  neighbor,  the  late 
William  Utter  “Ellsberry”  of  Xenia. 

(8)  Enoch5  Elsberry,  youngest  son  of 
Isaac4  and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry,  born 
in  Surry  County,  N.  C.,  Dec.  29,  1797’  re" 
ceived  by  his  father’s  will  fifty  acres  of  land 
on  Clover  Run  near  Bethel,  but  he,  like  various 
others  of  his  relatives,  became  a  physician.  He 
married  Eunice  Morris,  daughter  of  Judge 
John  Morris,  of  Bethel,  and  his  wife  Hannah 
Cook,  as  per  the  record  on  page  56  of  the 
Clermont  County  Marriage  Record  Book) 
number  two,  now  in  the  probate  registry  at  Ba¬ 
tavia:  “Enoch  Elsberry  and  Eunice  Morris  31 
March  1822.  John  W.  Riley,  Minister  of  the 
Gospel.”*  Enoch  was  the  first  physician  to  re- 

*  It  is  to  be  observed  that  on  this  marriage  cer¬ 
tificate,  as  on  other  official  records,  Enoch’s  name  ap¬ 
pears  as  “Elsberry” — not  in  the  form  of  “Ellsbury” 
since  used  by  some  of  his  descendants.  Rev.  John  W. 
Riley  was  the  preacher  who  had  married  Enoch’s 
older  sister,  Sarah  Elsberry,  many  years  earlier. 
Enoch’s  living  descendants  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  refer 
to  him  as  having  had  the  middle  name  of  “Matson.” 
This  name  and  the  initial  letter  of  it,  M,  not  appear¬ 
ing  upon  his  marriage  certificate,  or  in  his  father’s 
will,  or  in  any  of  the  public  records  of  the  first  part 
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side  at  New  Hope,  Brown  County,  and  the 
first  postmaster  of  the  township  in  which  he 
lived,  his  commission  having  been  dated  Dec. 
15,  1828.  He  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Brown 
County  until  his  death,  on  November  25,  1854, 
at  New  Hope;  his  widow  died  in  August, 
1876.  The  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths 
have  been  supplied  by  their  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth7  Ellsberry-Feurt,  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Ohio,  as  recorded  in  the  old  Ellsberry 
Bible  in  her  possession.  Their  son,  W.  W.  Ells¬ 
berry  was  appointed  and  qualified  as  adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  intestate  estate  of  Enoch  M.  Ells¬ 
berry  on  April  xi,  1855.  In  the  U.S.  census 
of  1830  Enoch  gave  his  age  as  between  thirty 
and  forty  years,  his  wife  as  between  twenty 
and  thirty,  and  reported  three  sons  under  five 
years. 

Enoch5  and  Eunice  (Morris)  Elsberry  had 
five  sons  and  three  daughters:  (1)  John6  Rush, 
a  physician,  who  married  Maud  America  Ter- 
hune  (born  in  Kentucky,  1826),  by  whom  he 
had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  Rush,  who  in  1876 
became  the  second  wife  of  William  R.  Attee 
II,  and  died  in  1901,  leaving  one  son,  William 
Attee,  III,  born  in  1882,  married  in  1918 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Judge  Gideon  Wilson,  all 
of  Cincinnati,  and  has  a  son,  William  R. 
Attee,  IV,  born  in  Feb.,  1919;  (2)  Isaac6 
Newton,  born  in  1827;  at  nineteen  he  studied 
law  with  his  uncle,  the  Hon.  William5  Els¬ 
berry  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
when  twenty-one,  and  began  the  practice  of 
law  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  His  obituary  pub¬ 
lished  in  a  Brown  County  newspaper  the  week 
of  his  death  from  pulmonary  consumption, 
April  1,  1852,  states  that  ill  health  caused  his 

of  his  life,  the  middle  name  may  have  been  later 
added  by  himself,  in  honor  of  some  person  unknown. 
The  name  of  Matson  does  not  occur,  prior  to  1825, 
in  any  public  records  in  any  association  with  the  sur¬ 
name  of  Elsberry,  however  spelled.  Enoch  also  seems 
to  have  adopted,  sometime  after  he  reached  maturity, 
the  two  ll  form  of  his  surname,  the  use  of  but  one 
letter  l  having  been  the  custom  of  the  Elsberrys  prior 
to  their  advent  into  Ohio  in  1806. 


return  to  the  home  of  his  father  at  New  Hope, 
Brown  County,  Ohio,  where  he  died  unmar¬ 
ried;  (3)  Thomas6  Bruce,  a  farmer,  born 
1830,  married  April  19,  1855,  Mary  Blair, 
and  had  three  sons:  (a)  Robert7  Elsberry  who 
married  Nettie  Lewis  and  had  issue  Mary8,  de¬ 
ceased,  and  died  in  1918;  (b)  William7  W. 
of  Columbia,  Cincinnati,  who  married  (first) 
Irene  Stevens  and  had  a  daughter  Margaret8  of 
Cincinnati,  and  (second)  on  Nov.  14,  1900, 
Grace7  Elmina  Dimmitt  (daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam6  Ellsberry,  M.D.,  of  Bethel,  Ohio),  who 
died  Dec.  13,  1915;  and  (c)  Thomas7  Bruce 
born  about  1861—2,  who  married  and  lives  in 
Kansas  without  issue;  (4)  Melissa6  Jane, 
born  1836  at  New  Hope,  Ohio,  died  about 
1861 ;  married  John  Stratton  and  with  a 
daughter,  Nannie,  resided  in  Kansas;  Nannie 
Stratton  married  Harvey  Bond  and  resides  at 
Colorado  Springs,  Col.,  as  also  does  her  mar¬ 
ried  son,  Webster  Bond,  while  her  daughter, 
Helen  Bond,  at  last  account,  had  married  and 
resides  at  Lawrence,  Kansas;  (5)  Hon.  Wil¬ 
liam6  Wallace  “Ellsbury,”  born  at  New  Hope, 
Dec.  18,  1832,*  became  an  eminent  physician, 
practiced  at  Russellville  and  later  at  George¬ 
town  until  his  death  there  Sept.  7,  1894.  His 
marriage  to  Helen  Mary  Porter  (born  May  4, 
1834,  daughter  of  William  and  Harriet 
[Ford]  Porter;  Helen  dying  at  Georgetown, 
O.,  Dec.  23,  1872)  is  recorded  in  the  Pro¬ 
bate  Court  of  Brown  County  as  having  oc¬ 
curred  on  Sept.  29,  1852.  So  highly  esteemed 
was  he  that,  although  a  Democrat,  he  was 
elected  county  auditor  in  1862,  and  though  de¬ 
feated  in  1864  by  “the  soldier  vote,”  was  re¬ 
elected  in  1872;  and  in  1881,  after  an  unani¬ 
mous  nomination,  was  elected  a  Democratic 
congressman  from  his  district.  Before  his  term 
was  completed,  pulmonary  troubles  compelled 

*  This  date  is  given  in  a  splendid  eulogy  published 
on  Sept.  13,  1894,  in  the  News-Democrat  of  George¬ 
town,  but  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Clara  M.  Huggins,  ad¬ 
vised  on  Dec.  9,  1920,  that  the  date  should  be  1833. 
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his  temporary  removal  to  the  Pacific  coast.  His 
children  were: 

(a)  Harriet7  Porter  Ellsberry,  born 
Sept.  3,  1853,  died  at  Georgetown,  O., 
Nov.  6,  1879,  unmarried. 

(b)  Clara7  M.  Ellsbury,  born  Jan.  6, 
1855,  near  Williamsburg,  O.;  married 
Oct.  8,  1890,  Edward  N.  Huggins,  attorney- 
at-law,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  reside  at 
“Ellsbury  Woods,”  Bexley,  Columbus. 

(c)  John7  Edward  Ellsbury,  born 
May  20,  1856,  died  July  8,  1885,  unmar¬ 
ried. 

(d)  Jennie7  Morris  Ellsbury,  born 
Feb.  8,  1858,  married  in  Nov.  1885,  David 
Tarbell,  and  resided  at  Cincinnati.  She  died 
at  Columbus,  O.,  Nov.  12,  1909. 

(e)  William7  Lee  Ellsbury,  born  at 
Georgetown,  O.,  Feb.  22,  1865,  died  Feb. 
7,  1866. 

(f)  Helen7  Franklin  Ellsbury,  born 

June  6,  1869,  married  Jan.  9,  1895, 

Frank  A.  Benua  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  president 
of  the  Ohio  Pump  &  Brass  Co.,  of  Colum¬ 
bus.  They  reside  at  1 08 3  Bryden  Road, 
Columbus,  having  had  issue:  Helen8  Rae 
Benua,  born  at  Ripley,  O.,  Jan.  13,  1896, 
died  at  Columbus,  Aug.  21,  1914; ’Wil¬ 
liam8  Ellsbury  Benua,  born  at  Ripley,  O., 
Feb.  13,  1900;  had  military  training  at 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  in  the  summer  of  1918; 
transferred  in  August  1918  to  Camp  Perry, 
O.,  where  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  Sept.,  when  aged  eighteen;  an  in¬ 
structor  in  the  S.A.T.C.  at  Akron  (Ohio) 
University  when  the  armistice  of  the  World 
War  was  signed,  and  in  Jan.,  1919,  re¬ 
turned  to  Princeton  University,  a  senior 
there  1920—21. 

Elizabeth6  Ann  Ellsberry,  the  sixth 
child  of  Enoch5  and  Eunice  (Morris)  Els- 
berry,  born  at  New  Hope,  O.,  in  1840,  mar¬ 
ried  Andrew  J.  Bingamon  of  New  Hope,  and 
had  eight  children:  William  Benjamin  of 


Ironton,  O.,  married  Ida  David  and  has  a 
daughter  Rose;  Thomas  of  near  Mt.  Oreb, 
O.,  married  Emma  Dunn  and  has  a  son  Lu- 
cien;  Edward  of  Indiana,  married  and  has  is¬ 
sue;  Maud,  of  Covington,  Ky.,  who  married 
John  Waters  of  Georgetown,  O.,  deceased, 
and  has  Ruth,  Elizabeth,  and  John;  John  of 
Ironton  married;  Elizabeth  of  New  Hope, 
married  Meade  Sammes,  and  has  Howard  and 
Rachel;  Robert,  a  physician  in  Colorado,  who 
married  Miss  Brannon. 

Nancy6  West  Ellsberry,  the  seventh 
child  of  Enoch5  and  Eunice  (Morris)  Els- 
berry,  born  in  1843,  died  in  1873,  married  in 
i860  William  R.  Attee,  II,  of  Cincinnati  and 
had  Sarah  Jane,  married  Wm.  Greene,  now 
of  Lawrence,  Kan.;  Elizabeth  Scott  of  Wal¬ 
nut  Hills,  Cincinnati;  Mary  Ellsberry,  died  in 
1881;  and  Leida  Holliday  who  married,  1908, 
Herbert  G.  Gere  of  Mt.  Auburn,  Cincinnati, 
and  has  Nancy  Sheffield  Gere,  born  Feb.  28, 
1914. 

Benjamin6  Franklin  Ellsberry,  eighth 
child  of  Enoch5  and  Eunice  (Morris)  Els- 
berry,  born  at  New  Hope,  O.,  in  1849,  mar_ 
ried  Margaret  St.  Clair  of  Ironton,  O.,  and 
died  there  in  1915,  leaving  issue:  (1)  Mary7 
Eunice,  who  married  Robert  Grey;  both  died 
leaving  a  daughter  Eunice  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas;  (2)  Elizabeth7  Ellsberry,  married 
Frank  Feurt  and  resides  at  Portsmouth,  O.; 
(3)  Frank7  Ellsberry,  married  and  resides  in 
Arizona;  (4)  Clara  St.  Clair  Ellsberry,  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  Robert  Snyder  and  resides  at  Ironton 
with  their  three  children. 

(9)  Polly5  Elsberry,  youngest  daughter 
of  Isaac4  and  Agatha6  (Wright)  Elsberry, 
born  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  was 
married  according  to  the  record  at  the  pro¬ 
bate  court  at  Batavia  on  page  73  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  record  book  number  one  of  Clermont 
County,  Ohio:  “William  Gosney  to  Polly  Els¬ 
berry  were  married  May  the  30th  1816  agree¬ 
able  to  Law.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this 
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5th  day  of  June  1816  James  Gilliland.” 
Her  husband’s  name  has  been  erroneously  re¬ 
ported  by  different  correspondents  to  have  been 
both  “Young”  and  “Gaussia.” 

(10)  William5  Ellsberry,  born  in  the 
township  of  Buck  Shoal,  Surry  (now  Yadkin) 
County,  North  Carolina,  June  17,  17 S3;  at¬ 
tended  the  Elsberry  Methodist  Church  there 
until  aged  twenty;  removed  with  his  parents 
to  near  Winchester,  Clark  County,  Kentucky, 
in  1803,  where  he  studied  law  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  at  Paris,  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  in  1811.  On  April  3,  1811,  he  settled  in 
Xenia,  Ohio,  where  on  Dec.  31,  1812,  he 
married  Elizabeth  McKee  Miller.  \Greene 
County  Marriage  Record  Book  A ,  p.  32,  Pro¬ 
bate  Registry ,  Xenia.]  From  May  24,  1813 
to  1816  and  from  1836  to  1838,  he  was 
prosecuting  attorney  for  Greene  County.  He 
was  initiated  into  Xenia  Masonic  Lodge  Nov. 
17,  1820;  master  of  the  lodge  June  7,  1821. 
He  was  judge  advocate  of  the  court  of  inquiry 
held  at  Xenia  Sept.  20,  1814,  by  the  officers 
of  the  first  regiment  of  the  first  brigade,  fifth 
division,  Ohio  militia,  for  the  trial  of  Major 
Beatty.  (This  constitutes  service  in  the  War 
of  1812—15.)  He  was  an  Ohio  state  senator 
for  the  terms  1830  to  1834  inclusive,  as  a 
Democrat.  As  a  supporter  of  President  James 
Buchanan,  he  was  defeated  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Representative  in  1859.  He  be¬ 
came  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Greene  County,  and  at  his  death,  March  22, 
1863,  aged  eighty  years,  was  probably  the  old¬ 
est  member  of  the  bar  in  southwestern  Ohio. 
His  portrait,  painted  in  oil  about  1850  by  Mc- 
Clung  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  order  of  his 
colleagues  and  presented  to  the  bar  association 
of  Greene  County,  still  adorns  the  courthouse 
at  Xenia.  He  was  interred  in  Woodland  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Xenia.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  before 
1850.  The  U.S.  census  of  Xenia,  taken  on 
July  12,  1850,  mentions  “Sarah  Ellsbery  aged 
45,  born  in  Va.”  as  the  second  wife  with  no 


children  at  that  date  by  her.  Hon.  William 
Ellsberry’s  second  marriage  to  Sarah  Sexton 
in  1843  1S  recorded  among  the  marriage  li¬ 
censes  in  the  probate  court  at  Xenia.  She  was 
a  relative  of  his  law  partner,  Sexton.  Her 
estate  was  probated  at  Xenia  in  1879.  The 
U.S.  censuses  of  1830  and  1840  disclose  the 
presence  in  his  household  of  two  daughters 
aged  in  1830  between  ten  and  fifteen,  and  be¬ 
tween  fifteen  and  twenty  years,  the  elder  of 
whom  does  not  appear  in  1840  (perhaps  mar¬ 
ried),  and  the  other  had  gone  before  the  cen¬ 
sus  of  1850.  Also  present  in  the  censuses  of 
1830  and  1840  was  his  mother,  Agatha6 
(Wright)  Elsberry,  aged  in  1840  between 
eighty  and  ninety  years.  The  census  of  i860 
appraised  his  property  at  $13,000.  The  two 
daughters  were: 

(a)  Clarissa  Ellsberry,  born  at  Xenia  in 
1814,  married  there  in  1831  Lawrence  Fitz- 
hugh  of  Wilmington,  clerk  of  the  courts,  in 
1831.  She  died  and  was  there  buried  in  1886. 
Her  husband  was  born  at  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
in  1802;  came  to  Wilmington  about  1827  to 
take  charge  of  6000  acres  of  land  inherited 
from  his  father;  died  and  was  interred  at  Wil¬ 
mington  in  1855;  son  of  (Judge)  Nicholas 
and  Sarah  (Ashton)  Fitzhugh.  Their  children 
were: 

(1)  William  Ellsberry  Fitzhugh, 
born  1832,  graduate  U.S.  Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis,  1851;  in  Civil  War  as  a  com¬ 
mander  on  the  Red  River  expedition,  and  at 
Mobile  Bay  commanded  the  gun-boat 
Sebago.  Fitzhugh  became  a  Commodore, 
and  died  and  was  buried  at  Wilmington  in 
1889. 

(2)  Sarah  Ashton  Fitzhugh  died  at 
Wilmington  in  i860  unmarried. 

(3)  Henry  W.  Fitzhugh  died  at  Wil¬ 
mington  in  1875  unmarried. 

(4)  Elizabeth  E.  Fitzhugh  married 
in  1865  David  Sanders,  U.S.  Collector  of 
Internal  Revenue,  and  died  at  Wilmington 
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in  1911  leaving  Dr.  Addison  F.  Sanders  of 
Sattler,  Sanders  &  Reay,  Cincinnati,  who 
died  in  1918;  and  May  Henry  Sanders 
(Mrs.  Charles  E.  Miller)  of  Muncie,  Ind. 

(5)  Jane  Fitzhugh,  born  in  1842,  died 
at  Wilmington  in  1853. 

(6)  Mary  Fitzhugh,  married  in  1872 
Jediah  McMillan  and  died  at  Wilmington 
in  1908. 

(7)  James  F.  Fitzhugh  of  Wilming¬ 
ton,  unmarried. 

(8)  Clarissa  Fitzhugh,  died  at  Wil¬ 
mington  in  1914  unmarried. 

(9)  Catherine  Lawrence  Fitzhugh 
of  Wilmington,  unmarried. 

(b)  Isabella6  Ellsberry  (Hon.  Wil¬ 
liam3)  was  referred  to  on  January  24  and 
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February  17,  1921,  by  her  only  surviving 
child,  Mrs.  Bettie  (Daingerfield)  Anderson  of 
421  W.  Adams  St.,  Los  Angeles  (widow  of 
the  late  Judge  James  Archibald  Anderson  who 
died  at  Los  Angeles  in  1902),  as  follows: 

“My  father  was  Rosier  Daingerfield;  my 
mother  was  Isabell  Ellsberry;  both  died  when 
I  was  a  young  child — mother  in  Xenia,  father 
in  Baltimore.  My  brother  died  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  unmarried.  My  eldest  sister  Mary 
married  Andrew  Thorpe  of  Xenia,  who  died 
many  years  ago;  she  died  several  years  ago, 
and  both  were  buried  in  Spring  Grove,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  as  also  their  children  Isabell  and 
Charles  Thorpe.  My  sister  Hattie  De  Coursey 
Daingerfield  died  in  Los  Angeles  in  August 
1919.” 


John  Elsberry,  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  His  Children 


JOHN3  ELSBERRY  (Isaac4,  John3, 
Frederick2,  Lydia1),  a  pioneer  of 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  was  born  on 
his  father’s  farm  near  the  Elsberry  Meth¬ 
odist  Meeting  House  in  the  present  town¬ 
ship  of  Buck  Shoal,  county  of  Surry  (now 
Yadkin),  in  the  year  1776  or  1777,  the 
first  child  of  Isaac4  and  Agatha6  (Wright) 
Elsberry.  He  bore  the  Christian  name  of 
both  his  father’s  father  and  his  mother’s 
father;  he  grew  to  manhood  where  he  was 
born.  While  there  he  learned  the  art  of 
making  shoes,  was  educated  in  the  school 
of  experience,  and  doubtless  realizing  that 
the  locality  in  which  he  had  been  reared 
would  not  afford  him  very  favorable  op¬ 
portunities,  probably  welcomed  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  family  to  Kentucky  and 
Ohio.  Of  the  adventures  of  his  youthful 
days  in  old  Surry  nothing  is  known;  he 


first  became  of  public  record  in  North 
Carolina  when  he  applied  for  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  license  to  marry  Pamelia,  the 
daughter  of  Robert  Husbands  of  Surry 
and  Burke  counties.  The  original  bond 
given  by  John3  Elsberry  for  a  license  to 
marry  is  extant,  bearing  his  autograph  and 
the  signature  of  his  bondsmen,  but  the 
full  text  of  the  bond  was  abbreviated  by 
John  Williams,  county  clerk,  when  he 
prepared  the  paper  for  signing,  as  was 
often  done  by  southern  record  keepers. 
We  give  the  document  in  full  form  as  in 
the  1786  bond  of  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
Gerard  and  Frances6  (Wright)  Riley: 

[ Filed  fafers  in  the  registry  of  deeds ,  Dob- 

son,  North  Carolina ]  : 

[Endorsed  on  the  outside  of  the  paper:] 
“John  Ellsberry.  Mar?  Bond.  26th  Feb?  1799, 
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fee  pd.  J.W.,  C.C.  Permealia  Husbands. 
[Inside]  Know  all  men  by  these  presents 
that  We  [John  Elsberry  &  John  Anthony]  are 
held  and  firmly  bound  unto  William  R.  Davie 
Esq?  Governor  &c.  [The  inside  form  con¬ 
tinued  was] :  Captain  General,  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  and  his  successors  in  the  sum 
of  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  For  the  true  pay¬ 
ment  thereof,  we  bind  ourselves,  and  each  of 
our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  jointly 
and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed 
with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  26th  day  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1799. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  That 
the  above-bounden  [John  Elsberry]  hath,  the 
day  and  date  of  these  presents,  prayed  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  license  to  solemnize  the  rites  of  matri¬ 
mony  between  him  and  [Permelia  Husbands]. 
Now  if  there  shall  not  appear  any  lawful  cause 
to  obstruct  the  marriage,  then  this  Obligation 
to  be  void,  or  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and 

virtue.  .  . 

his 

John  X  Anthony  [seal] 
mark 

John  Elsbery  [seal]” 
[Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
J.  Williams.]  “Teste” 

This  bond  confirms  the  late  George7 
Washington  Ellsberry’s  report  of  his  in¬ 
terview  at  Bethel,  Ohio,  in  1877,  with  the 
above  John5  Elsberry’s  first  cousin,  Zacha- 
riah  Riley,  which  contains  the  statement 
“Isaac  became  the  father  of  a  large  fam¬ 
ily.  ...  It  may  be  well  right  here  to 
mention  these  children.  First  there  was 
John  who  married  Millie  in  N.C.” — the 
prim  name  of  Pamelia  having  been  fa¬ 
miliarly  reduced  by  her  friends  to  the 
more  euphonious  “Millie.”  A  tradition 
from  an  uncertain  source  exists  that  Pa- 
melia’s  “father  and  mother  bitterly  op¬ 
posed  the  marriage,  believing  that  John 


was  not  rich  enough  for  their  daughter.” 
The  only  difference  in  North  Carolina  be¬ 
tween  the  families  of  Elsberry  and  Hus¬ 
bands  was  that  the  latter  was  involved  in 
Toryism  whereas  every  Elsberry  was  a 
Patriot.  But  John  and  Pamelia,  having 
been  born  during  the  War  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  wisely  ignored  the  sentiments  it  had 
engendered. 

John5  Elsberry  was  not  enumerated  in 
Surry  County  in  the  U.S.  census  of  1 800, 
but  appears  as  a  member  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  at  Clifton  in  Ashe  County,  of  his 
grandfather,  John3  Elsberry,  the  last 
Surry  record  of  him  being  that  of  May  4, 
1799  (two  and  a  half  months  after  his 
marriage  there),  when  he  witnessed  his 
father  Isaac’s  deed  of  sale  of  land  to 
James  Harvill.  [Surry  Deed  Book  H ,  p. 
149.]  His  first  child,  Sarah  Wilkinson 
Elsberry,  was  born  on  January  6,  1800, 
and  before  the  October  following,  he, 
Pamelia,  and  their  babe  had  traversed  the 
mountains  to  Clifton  on  the  north  fork  of 
New  River,  Ashe  County,  where  on  De¬ 
cember  8  he  signed  his  name  as  a  witness 
to  the  deed  of  land  executed  by  his 
grandfather,  John  Elsberry,  to  Edward 
King.  [ Ashe  County  Deed  Book  A,  p. 
74.]  There  he  remained  until  soon  after 
September  26,  1803,  during  which  time, 
probably  in  the  winter  of  1802-3,  his 
grandfather  John  Elsberry  died.  The 
grandson  John,  Pamelia,  and  the  babe, 
doubtless  on  horseback,  shared  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  journey  to  Kentucky.  The  follow¬ 
ing  affidavit  shows  that  in  Kentucky  he 
lived  about  five  miles  from  Lexington, 
Fayette  County,  instead  of  near  Winches¬ 
ter,  Clark  County,  with  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family: 
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[Abstract  of  the  original  affidavit ]  :  * 

STATE  OF  OHIO  )  gs 

COUNTY  OF  GREENE  j 
Personally  appeared  William  Utter  Ellsberry 
who  deposes  and  says: 

I,  William  Utter  Ellsberry  of  the  city  of 
Xenia,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  was  born  at 
Feesburg,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  on  the  six¬ 
teenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  1845,  the 
son  of  Allen  and  Phebe  (Sisco)  Ellsberry,  who, 
according  to  my  father’s  old  family  Bible 
which  I  own,  were  married  at  Ripley,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  1832. 

I  am  the  grandson  of  my  father’s  parents, 
John  and  Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry,  origi¬ 
nally  of  North  Carolina,  who  removed  to  five 
miles  back  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  my 
father  was  born  on  the  24th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1806  (according  to  his  statement  made  to 
me  and  the  old  record  in  his  said  Bible);  and 
wherefrom  my  said  grandparents  removed  to 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  sometime  between 
the  said  year  1806  and  the  year  1813;  thence 
they  removed  to  the  town  of  Xenia  in  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  before  the  year  1820  .  .  . 

In  the  year  1872  or  1873,  when  I  was  aged 
24  or  25,  I  visited  the  region  near  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  where  my  grandfather  John  Els¬ 
berry  and  his  brother  William  and  their  par¬ 
ents  had  lived  before  removing  to  Ohio,  and 
where  my  father,  Allen  Ellsberry,  was  born; 
I  saw  there  then  the  private  estate  of  that  well 
known  gentleman  and  dealer  in  fine  horses, 
Dr.  Hurr.  Upon  returning  home  to  Ohio  I 
told  my  father  about  the  Hurr  estate;  father 
then  told  me  that  it  was  the  very  farm  upon  a 
part  of  which  his  parents  had  lived  when  he 
was  very  young  .  .  . 

The  land  records  of  Fayette  County  at 
Lexington  contain  nothing  to  suggest  that 
John5  Elsberry  acquired  land  in  that 
county,  nor  do  the  state  records  at  Frank¬ 


fort.  He  was  reported  by  his  first  cousin, 
Zachariah  Riley,  in  the  interview*  had  at 
Bethel,  Ohio,  about  1877  with  George 
Washington  Ellsberry,  as  follows:  “In 
1805  John  and  Michael  with  their  fami¬ 
lies  moved  from  Ky.,  and  leased  a  farm 

of  -  Prater  near  Moscow.”  There  is 

no  record  of  this  lease  in  the  Clermont 
County  Court  House  at  Batavia,  but  the 
land  was  near  Bullskin  Creek  and  the 
Ohio  River.  Michael  certainly  had  moved 
from  there  to  his  father’s  estate  two  miles 
southwest  of  Bethel  by  the  time  of  the 
death  of  his  father,  Isaac,  in  1813.  There 
is -no  indication  that  his  elder  brother  John 
did  so.  However,  it  is  certain  that  John 
was  still  in  Clermont  County,  probably 
upon  that  leased  farm  near  Moscow,  in 
1813  as  he  was  made  an  executor  of  his 
father’s  will  and  later,  as  such,  was  sued 
in  that  county  by  Henry  C.  Gist.  More¬ 
over,  both  John5  Elsberry  and  his  eldest 
child,  Sarah6  Wilkinson  Elsberry  (born  in 
1800),  were  frequently  present  in  and 
around  Bethel  where  his  mother,  Agatha6 
(Wright)  Elsberry,  and  all  of  his  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  then  resided,  save  William 
who  removed  to  Xenia,  Ohio,  in  1811, 
direct  from  Kentucky,  for  it  could  only 
have  been  thereabout  that  Sarah6  Wilkin¬ 
son  Elsberry  formed  for  John  McClain 
an  attachment  of  such  a  character  as  to  re¬ 
sult  in  his  following  her  to  Xenia,  where 
they  married  in  1822.  Sometime  be¬ 
tween  1815  and  1820,  the  exact  year  not 
being  ascertainable,  Isaac4  Elsberry ’s 
widow,  Agatha,  gave  to  her  children  her 
land  in  Clermont  County,  and  with  her 

*  Published  in  the  Bethel  Journal,  May  28,  1902, 
and  existing  in  an  original  MS  by  the  late  George? 
Washington  Ellsberry,  now  preserved  by  Mrs.  May 
(Ellsberry)  English  of  Bethel,  Ohio. 
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eldest  son,  John,  and  all  of  his  family  re¬ 
moved  up  the  valley  of  the  Little  Miami 
River  to  Xenia  in  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
joining  there  her  son,  William,  who  had 
married  there  on  December  31,  1812, 
Elizabeth  McKee  Miller.  Until  the  time 
of  this  removal,  John5  Elsberry  and  his 
family  are  not  known  to  have  resided 
elsewhere  than  on  the  farm  he  had  leased 
of  Mr.  Prater  near  Moscow  in  1805  or 
1806.  This  place  was  about  fifteen  miles 
southward  from  his  father’s  home  two 
miles  southwest  of  Bethel,  and  nine  or  ten 
miles  from  the  McClain  estate  on  a  north¬ 
ern  branch  of  Indian  Creek.  The  original 
manuscripts  of  the  U.S.  census  of  Ohio 
for  1810  were  destroyed  when  the  British 
burned  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  D.C., 
and  we  are  deprived  of  John  Elsberry ’s 
own  description  of  his  household  in  that 
year. 

The  census  of  1820  found  his  fam¬ 
ily  at  Xenia.  Before  he  moved  there,  suit 
had  been  entered  by  Henry  C.  Gist  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Clermont 
County  against  him  and  his  brother  Mi¬ 
chael,  as  executors  of  the  will  of  their 
father  Isaac4  Elsberry.  John  and  Michael 
appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  from  the 
verdict  rendered  against  them  in  the 
Common  Pleas  Court.  The  business  of  the 
lower  court  was  only  fragmentarily  re¬ 
corded;  but  the  Supreme  Court  was  a 
“court  of  record,”  hence  when  the  higher 
court  remanded  the  case  to  the  lower  court 
a  full  record  was  made.  It  was  not  con¬ 
cluded  till  after  the  death  of  John5  Els¬ 
berry,  since  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
proceedings,  only  the  name  of  Michael 
Elsberry  appears.  The  record  is  too  long 
to  quote  and  adds  nothing  of  interest  to 


our  knowledge  of  the  family,  beyond  the 
fact  that  the  records  in  the  suit  prove,  as 
does  no  other  record,  that  John  Elsberry 
of  Xenia,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  was  the 
John  of  this  suit;  and  so  he  is  fully 
proved  as  the  son  John  of  Isaac4  Elsberry. 
The  Elsberrys  contended  that  the  $30  in 
question  had  been  paid,  but  judgment  was 
given  against  them,  and  they  had  to  pay 
costs  amounting  to  $57.30. 

On  page  300  of  G.  F.  Robinson’s  His¬ 
tory  of  Greene  County ,  Ohio ,  in  the  list 
of  “Greene  County  Pioneers”  appears  the 
record  of  “John  Ellsberry,  Xenia,  1820.” 
The  date  refers  to  the  earliest  record  of 
him  there  found  by  Mr.  Robinson.  John5 
Elsberry  went  up  the  bloody  valley  of  the 
Little  Miami  to  near  Old  Town,  the  seat 
of  the  Shawnee  Indians,  who  had  previ¬ 
ously  fought  many  a  battle  with  the  white 
men,  and  had  captured  and  held  prison¬ 
ers  Daniel  Boone  and  Simon  Kenton, 
when  Silver  Creek  Township  was  a  wil¬ 
derness.  There  his  days  of  toil  were  few; 
so  almost  nothing  concerning  him  is  of 
record  save  the  U.S.  census  of  1820: 

[ Original  MS.  U.S.  census  1820 ,  Greene 
County  Ohio.  Bureau  of  the  Census ,  Wash¬ 
ington ,  D.C.] : 


Xenia  Township  .  .  .  John  Elsberry  .  .  . 
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According  to  this  census  there  were 
eleven  persons  under  his  roof  besides 
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his  wife  Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry 
and  himself,  ten  of  whom  are  known  and 
named  as  their  children}  ten  if  not  eleven 
children  born  to  them  in  the  twenty-one 
years  of  their  married  life.  Surely  they 
were  fruitful  years,  filled  with  endeavor 
and  experiences  of  which  but  few  public 
records  and  no  written  tradition  has  sur¬ 
vived. 

Xenia  was  a  stumpy  struggling  village.  On 
Main  St.  there  was  at  that  time  twenty-three 
structures;  two  of  those  were  of  brick,  four 
of  frame,  the  balance  hewed  log  houses,  and 
four  log  shops.  On  other  streets  there  were 
other  houses  mostly  built  of  logs.  .  .  .  There 
were  only  eighty-eight  house-holders  in  Xenia, 
some  of  whom  were  females.  The  total  popu¬ 
lation  was  then  under  four  hundred,  including 
men,  women  and  children.  [M.  A.  Broad- 
stone,  The  History  of  Greene  County ,  pp.  J02 
and  710.] 

His  life  was  the  price  John5  Elsberry, 
son  of  Isaac,  paid  in  his  contention  against 
one  of  the  forces  of  nature.  Best  may  we 
let  John5  Elsberry’s  grandson,  William 
Utter  Elsberry,  retell  the  story  briefly  in 
the  following  declaration: 

[Extract  from  an  affidavit ]  : 

State  of  Ohio,  County  of  Greene)  SS. 
Personally  appeared  William  Utter  Ellsberry 
who  deposes  and  says: 

I,  William  Utter  Ellsberry  of  the  city  of 
Xenia,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  was  born  at 
Feesburg,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  on  the  six¬ 
teenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  1845,  the 
lawful  son  of  Allen  and  Phebe  (Sisco)  Ells¬ 
berry  .  .  .  I  am  the  grandson  of  my  said 
father’s  lawful  parents,  John  and  Pamelia 
(Husbands)  Elsberry,  originally  of  North 
Carolina,  who  removed  therefrom  to  five  miles 
back  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  my 
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father  was  born  on  the  24th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1806  .  .  .  and  wherefrom  my  said  grand¬ 
parents  removed  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
sometime  between  the  said  year  1806  and  the 
year  1813;  and  from  thence  thereafter  they 
removed  to  the  town  of  Xenia  in  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  before  the  year  1820.  .  .  . 

It  was  common  knowledge  in  our  family 
and  among  our  relatives  and  to  the  community 
at  large,  during  my  father’s  time,  that  his 
father  John  Elsberry,  of  Xenia,  lost  his  life 
by  drowning  in  the  Little  Miami  river  at  Old 
Town,  previously  known  as  Old  Chillicothe, 
originally  a  village  of  the  Shawnee  Indians 
located  between  three  and  four  miles  from  his 
home,  where  he  had  gone  one  day  from  Xenia. 
This  was  in  the  Fall  of  1820  or  the  follow¬ 
ing  Spring,  at  which  times  of  the  year  I  have 
heard  it  affirmed  by  various  of  the  older  men 
of  this  County  that  great  floods  overspread 
wide  areas  along  the  Little  Miami  River.  I 
believe  that  grandfather’s  body  was  not  re¬ 
covered.  My  chief  sources  of  information, 
concerning  my  grandfather’s  short  life  in 
Xenia,  were,  of  course,  my  father  and  mother 
and  Mrs.  Carolina  E.  (Morris)  Winans,  the 
daughter  of  my  grandfather’s  sister  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Morris.  Mrs.  Winans  remembered 
her  uncle,  my  said  grandfather  John  Elsberry. 
She  married  the  Honorable  James  J.  Winans 
of  Xenia,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Greene  County  and  a  member  of 
Congress  for  this  district  of  Ohio.  She  resided 
for  many  years  opposite  to  where  I  now  reside 
in  West  Second  street,  Xenia,  dying  there, 
very  aged,  a  few  years  ago. 

My  grandfather’s  brother,  William  Ells¬ 
berry,  lived  for  many  years  on  the  second 
houselot  east  of  where  I  now  live;  a  part  of 
his  old  house,  built  by  him  in  1845,  still  re¬ 
mains  thereon.  Mrs.  Winans,  among  other 
narrations  she  made,  described  to  me  my  said 
grandfather,  John  Elsberry,  as  a  man  of 
rather  small  stature,  of  a  very  retiring  and  re- 
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served  disposition,  and  as  wearing  his  hair 
quite  long,  combed  straight  back  from  his  fore¬ 
head  and  cut  off  square  at  the  back;  also,  that 
his  confidence,  or  belief,  in  the  honesty  of  his 
fellowmen  cost  him  serious  loss,  or  losses;  that 
if  anyone  appealed  to  him  to  stand  as  surety 
for  them  he  would  go  on  their  bond.  The 
historian  of  Greene  County,  Ohio,  George  F. 
Robinson  of  Xenia,  told  me  years  ago  that  he 
had  seen  evidence  in  his  historical  searches 
among  the  records  of  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
tending  to  show  that  if  my  grandfather  had 
lived  to  receive  his  just  dues,  certain  valuable 
property  in  the  city  of  Xenia  would  have  been 
his.  My  father,  Allen  Ellsberry,  told  me  that 
his  father  lived  about  a  mile  from  the  present 
center  of  Xenia,  on  a  part  of  the  present  Avey 
farm  in  Columbus  Street,  otherwise  known  as 
the  Wilmington  Pike  and  northeasterly  across 
the  road  from  the  present  Xenia  Orphans’ 
Home;  that  grandfather  was  financially  in¬ 
terested  in  a  flour  mill  there.  Both  the  residence 
and  the  mill  are  now  gone.  Father  described 
to  us  how  grandfather  used  to  carry  flour 
from  that  mill  to  Cincinnati.  The  journey  took 
him  three  days  each  way.  The  first  night  of 
the  outward  journey  was  usually  passed  at  the 
tavern  at  Waynesville,  twenty  miles  south  of 
Xenia.  Grandfather  brought  back  general 
merchandise;  on  one  occasion  he  brought  home 
to  his  wife  and  daughters  fancy  calico  for 
dresses,  the  first  of  the  kind  they  had  seen  in 
Xenia.  On  one  of  grandfather’s  trips  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  with  a  load  of  flour,  drawn  by  five 
horses,  he  drove  into  the  large  wagonyard  there 
where  wagons  from  all  about  the  neighboring 
country  were  gathered,  and  the  owner  of  the 
wagonyard  offered  grandfather  all  the  wagons 
in  the  yard  for  the  five  horses.  Grandfather 
had  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  He 
taught  my  father  how  to  make  shoes  and  my 
father  taught  me  the  same  trade.  I  have  my 
grandfather’s  shoemaker’s  hammer  of  which 
my  father  said  that  it  was  made  in  England 


and  handed  down  in  the  Elsberry  family  from 
my  grandfather’s  grandfather  Elsberry.  It  is 
an  iron  hammer,  hand-wrought  etc.  .  .  . 

[Signed]  William  Utter  Ellsberry 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  26  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1918,  before  me.  [Signed]  J.  E. 
Jones,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  Greene 
County,  Ohio. 

John5  Elsberry’s  brother  William  of 
Xenia,  being  the  chief  lawyer  of  Greene 
County,  took  charge  of  the  deceased’s  es¬ 
tate,  and  for  the  advantages  of  the  widow, 
Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry  and  her 
ten  children,  kept  the  entire  business  of 
settlement  in  his  own  hands  and  “out  of 
court.”  Hence,  aside  from  this  lawyer’s 
own  papers  (the  present  place  of  deposit 
being  unknown),  there  are  no  records  of 
inventory,  administration,  and  settlement 
of  John  Elsberry’s  estate.  His  widow, 
Pamelia,  with  her  children  removed  to 
New  Hope,  Brown  County,  Ohio  (where 
resided  her  deceased  husband’s  youngest 
brother,  Dr.  Enoch  Ellsberry),  at  the  time 
of,  or  not  very  long  after,  the  marriage  at 
Xenia  in  1822  of  her  eldest  child,  Sarah6 
Wilkinson  Elsberry.  Pamelia  is  believed 
to  have  died  at  Fincastle,  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  in  1849  or  1850  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  Allen  Ellsberry,  and,  also,  was  be¬ 
lieved  by  her  grandson,  William  Utter 
Ellsberry,  to  have  been  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  Laurel  Methodist 
Church,  near  Nicholsville,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  in  which  church  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Sarah’s  husband,  the  Rev.  John  Mc¬ 
Clain,  was  a  preacher.  Carolina  (Mc¬ 
Clain)  Frazier,  late  of  near  Nicholsville, 
niece  of  the  Rev.  John  McClain,  remem¬ 
bered  the  funeral  of  Pamelia,  and  as  she 
recalled  Pamelia’s  having  lived  there  for 
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a  time  with  Sarah  W.  (Elsberry)  Mc¬ 
Clain,  deemed  it  probable  that  Pamelia 
died  in  the  home  of  her  eldest  daughter, 
Sarah,  after  having  come  there  from  the 
Brown  County  home  of  Sarah’s  eldest 
brother,  Allen  Ellsberry. 

The  greatest  need  in  early  Ohio  was 
children — to  grow  up  and  fill  the  earth. 
For  every  tree  cut  down  a  child  was 
needed  to  fill  the  void.  John5  and  Pa¬ 
melia  (Husbands)  Elsberry ’s  contribution 
to  the  world  was  children.  Of  the  eleven 
males  and  females  in  their  family  at 
Xenia,  beside  John  and  Pamelia,  both 
aged  forty-five  or  forty-six,  appearing  in 
the  U.S.  census  of  1820,  ten  are  known  to 
have  been  their  children.  Six  of  these  are 
recorded  in  the  U.S.  census  of  1830  as  re¬ 
siding  with  or  near  their  widowed  mother 
in  Scott  Township,  Brown  County,  Ohio. 
The  facts  concerning  these  ten  children 
have  been  extracted  from  the  affidavit*  of 
William  Utter  Ellsberry,  from  the  fam¬ 
ily  Bibles,  from  records  and  recollections 
of  others  of  the  grandchildren  now  or 
quite  recently  alive,  and  from  public  rec¬ 
ords: 

(1)  Sarah6  Wilkinson  Elsberry,  the 
eldest,  of  whom  hereafter. 

(2)  Isaac6  Elsberry  (referred  to  by  some 
relatives  as  having  “Newton”  as  a  middle 
name)  is  mentioned  in  the  U.S.  census  of  1830 
for  the  town  of  Harrison  in  Crosby  Town¬ 
ship,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  as  aged  between 
twenty  and  thirty  with  a  wife,  aged  between 
fifteen  and  twenty;  removed  to  Fond-du-lac, 
Wisconsin.  His  grandniece,  Eva  (Boyce) 
Wyatt  of  Kirksville,  Missouri,  in  her  affidavitf 

*  This  original  affidavit  is  in  the  possession  of 
E.  L.  McClain,  Esquire,  Greenfield,  Ohio. 

f  This  original  affidavit  is  in  the  possession  of 
E.  L.  McClain,  Esquire,  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
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of  September  9,  1918,  and  in  her  letters  of 
May  30  and  July  8,  1918,  affirms  that  “Sarah 
Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain’s  brother,  Dr. 
Isaac  Newton  Elsberry,  came  from  Wisconsin 
and  lived  for  a  few  years  a  few  miles  from 
my  late  father’s  farm  in  Wapello  County, 
Iowa.  He  located  in  Drakesville,  Davis 
County,  ten  miles  south  of  father’s  farm  in 
Wapello  County.  He  moved  to  Appanoose 
County,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1861.  Father 
gave  him  the  use  of  ten  acres  of  his  own  farm. 
He  left  there  in  1864  for  Walnut  Grove,  in 
Greene  County,  Missouri,  where  he  died  three 
years  later.  .  .  .  He  was  twice  married,  and 
had  three  sons  by  his  first  wife — Virgil, 
Homer,  and  Lorenzo  Dow.  Homer  and  Lo¬ 
renzo  Dow  died  in  Wisconsin.  Virgil  married 
and  served  three  years  in  the  Civil  War.  .  .  . 
Uncle  was  a  famous  doctor  for  those  times; 
was  also  an  ordained  minister.”  Isaac6  Els¬ 
berry,  M.D.’s,  nephew,  the  late  Corydon 
Strange  McClain,  M.D.,  of  Springfield,  Mis¬ 
souri,  stated  on  April  15,  1918,  that  Dr.  Isaac 
Elsberry  officiated  at  his  birth  on  September  8, 
1843. 

(3)  Wesley6  Elsberry  is  first  recorded 
on  page  ten  of  marriage  record  book  number 
two  at  the  Probate  Court,  Batavia,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio:  “Westley  Elsberry  and  Sarah 
N.  Brooks,  23  Dec.  1824  [by]  John  R. 
Morris,  J.  P.”  The  U.S.  census  of  1830  re¬ 
cords  him  as  living  at  New  Hope,  Brown 
County,  Ohio  (where  his  mother  Pamelia 
then  was),  with  a  wife  aged  between  twenty 
and  thirty,  and  their  two  daughters  aged  under 
five  years.  They  removed  from  Ohio,  and 
nothing  further  has  resulted  from  the  inquiries 
made. 

(4)  Henry6  Elsberry,  according  to  the 
marriage  records  in  the  probate  registry  at 
Georgetown,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  married 
on  October  16,  1838,  Matilda  Hanna.  She 
was  a  sister  of  Henson  Hanna,  whom  Henry’s 
sister,  Vina6  Elsberry,  married.  Henry6  and 
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Vina  removed  from  Ohio,  and  nothing  further 
has  resulted  from  the  inquiries  made. 

(5)  Vina6  Elsberry  married  Henson 
Hanna,  who,  says  William  U.  Ellsberry  (who 
visited  her  in  Illinois  in  1867)  in  his  affidavit 
of  September  26,  1918,  operated  the  stage  line 
from  Georgetown  to  Ripley  on  the  Ohio 
River;  removed  to  Matimore,  Illinois  (where 
Vina’s  sister  Pamelia  lived),  and  had  four 
daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom  married  and 
moved  to  Missouri. 

(6)  Pamelia6  Elsberry,  affirms  her 
nephew,  William  U.  Ellsberry,  who  visited 
her  at  Matimore,  Illinois,  in  1867,  married 
Thomas  Perrine,  who  had  a  flax  mill  at 
Georgetown,  Brown  County,  Ohio;  removed 
to  a  farm  between  Peoria  and  Matimore,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter;  one 
son  enlisted  in  the  twenty-third  Illinois  regi¬ 
ment  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  killed  at 
the  capture  of  Fort  Donaldson  while  in  U.  S. 
Grant’s  command. 

(7)  Clarissa6  Elsberry  (the  youngest 
child  born  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  in  1821  according 
to  the  U.S.  census  of  1850),  affirms  William 
U.  Ellsberry  in  his  valuable  affidavit,  married 
(as  second  wife)  Samuel  Martin,  of  Fin- 
castle,  later  of  Ripley,  on  the  Ohio  River.  Mrs. 
Maud  Wylie  of  Ripley  on  July  2,  1918,  con¬ 
firmed,  and  added  that  Clarissa  died  first  and 
was  buried  in  the  Martin  Cemetery  between 
Ripley  and  Aberdeen,  and  that  Samuel  Mar¬ 
tin  was  buried  in  “Maplewood”  at  Ripley; 
that  their  son  died  in  infancy;  their  daughter 
Josephine  married,  late  in  life,  Samuel  True, 
a  prominent  factor  in  the  tobacco  business  at 
Dover  and  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  died 
without  issue;  and  that  she  was  an  exception¬ 
ally  fine  woman.  Mrs.  Clara  (“Ellsbury”) 
Huggins  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  advised  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1918:  “I  was  named  Clara  for 
this  Clarissa,  by  Mr.  Martin  himself  who  came 
to  our  house  when  I  was  a  babe,  shortly  after 
her  death.  Many  years  ago  I  visited  at  Uncle 


Sam  Martin’s  home  where  he  and  Clarissa  had 
lived  and  where  his  daughter  was  born.  There 
is  no  person  living  today  who  knows  anything 
more  than  this,  for  the  Ellsbury  family  has  its 
full  share  of  genealogical  dolts.” 

(8)  Narcissa6  Elsberry,  testified  Wil¬ 
liam  U.  Elsberry  in  his  affidavit  of  September 
26,  1918,  “daughter  of  my  grandparents,  John 
and  Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry,  early  passed 
out  of  my  personal  recollection.  She  married 
James  Bennett  and  moved  to  Avalon,  Mis¬ 
souri.  My  father  visited  her  at  Avalon  in  the 
year  1885  and  there  died  and  was  buried.” 
The  U.S.  census  of  1840  records  James  Ben¬ 
nett  aged  thirty  to  forty,  his  wife  aged  twenty 
to  thirty,  with  one  son  under  five  years  and  two 
daughters  between  five  and  ten  years,  all  in 
Jackson  Township,  Brown  County,  Ohio. 

(9)  Francina6  Elsberry,  said  her  son, 
Oliver  S.  Hendrixson,  of  Feesburg,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  at  a  personal  interview  at  Fees¬ 
burg  September  I,  1918,  was  born  on  Novem¬ 
ber  19,  1813;  married  his  father  Jonathan 
Hendrixson  iri  Scott  Township,  Brown 
County;  lived  at  Feesburg  and  died  there  Oc¬ 
tober  27,  1878,  leaving  issue:  Enoch,  Re¬ 
becca,  Solomon,  Eunice,  Clarissa,  David,  Ge- 
netta,  Mary  Hendrixson,  and  himself  (Oliver 
S.)  the  youngest. 

(10)  Allen6  Ellsberry,  states  the  affi¬ 
davit  of  his  son,  the  late  esteemed  William  Ut¬ 
ter  Ellsberry  of  Xenia,  Ohio,  was  born  five 
miles  back  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  Novem¬ 
ber  24,  1806;  married  Phebe  Sisco  (born  in 
New  Jersey  March  II,  1808)  at  Ripley, 
Brown  County,  Ohio,  March  12,  1832  (con¬ 
firmed  by  the  official  records  of  marriage  at 
the  probate  registry  at  Georgetown);  resided 
at  New  Hope,  Sardinia,  Feesburg,  Fincastle, 
and  Georgetown  in  Brown  County,  where  he 
resided  opposite  the  brick  residence  of  Jesse 
R.  Grant,  from  whose  tannery  he  purchased 
leather  for  making  shoes  for  the  people,  in- 
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eluding  U.  S.  Grant.  Later  he  resided  at  New 
Burlington,  Clinton  County,  near  Xenia,  and 
while  on  a  visit  to  his  sister,  Narcissa6  (Els- 
berry)  Bennett,  at  Avalon,  Missouri,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1885,  and  was  there  interred.  The 
family  Bible  of  Allen6  Ellsberry,  owned  by 
his  late  son,  William  U.,  contains,  additionally, 
the  following  records  of  the  two  children  and 
descendants  of  Allen6  and  Phebe  (Sisco)  Ells¬ 
berry: 

“John  Reece  Ellsberry,  born  May  26, 
1841;  died  May  18,  1846; 

“William  Utter  Ellsberry,  born  October 
16,  1845;  died  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  October 
24, 1918; 

“William  U.  Ellsberry  and  Margaret 
Stump  married  December  23,  1875.  (She 
was  born  ‘October  7  1857’  and  died  ‘Oct. 
the  3,  1880’)  leaving  issue: 
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“Grace  J.  Ellsberry  born  Nov.  4,  1876; 
died  May  18,  1883; 

“Anna  R.  Ellsberry  born  May  18,  1879; 
married  Clark  H.  Poland  Feb.  19,  1895. 

“William  U.  Ellsberry  and  Kate  Huff¬ 
man  (born  Dec.  31,  1861)  were  married 
Sept.  19,  1883.  Their  children: 

“Edward  Allen  Ellsberry  born  May  18, 
1886; 

“Raymond  Ellsberry  born  May  19,  1891; 
died  March  9,  1892; 

“Embertus  Finley  Ellsberry  born  June 
30,  1894,  died  Feb.  5,  1897; 

“Edward8  Allen  Ellsberry  and  De  Etta 
Virginia  Hupman  (born  Jan.  21,  1890), 
married  Feb.  24,  1908,  and  have  issue:  (1) 
William  Edward,  born  Nov.  30,  1908,  (2) 
Raymond  Finley,  born  Oct.  3,  1910,  (3) 
Philip  George,  born  Nov.  26,  1912.” 


Sarah6  Wilkinson  Elsberry  of  Clermont 


SARAH6  WILKINSON  ELS¬ 

BERRY  (John5,  Isaac4,  John3, 
Frederick2,  Lydia1),  the  first  of  the 
ten  children  of  John5  and  Pamelia  (Hus¬ 
bands)  Elsberry,  was  born  January  6, 
1800,  according  to  the  record  in  the  Mc¬ 
Clain  family  Bible  owned  by  her  grand¬ 
son,  Edward  Lee  McClain.  The  records 
of  her  parents  indicate  that  she  was  born 
near,  and  doubtless  baptized  in,  the  Els¬ 
berry  Methodist  Church  built  on  the  land 
of  her  great-grandfather,  John3  Elsberry 
(then  living),  in  the  township  of  Buck 
Shoal,  Surry  (now  Yadkin)  County, 
North  Carolina.  When  but  a  few  months 
old  in  the  year  1800,  she  was  carried  by 
her  parents  on  horseback  over  the  Blue 


Ridge  and  Appalachian  Mountains  to  the 
last  home  of  her  Elsberry  grandparents 
at  Clifton  on  the  north  fork  of  New 
River,  Ashe  County,  North  Carolina  5  and 
three  years  later  therefrom  carried  to 
“five  miles  back  of  Lexington,  Ken¬ 
tucky,”  where  was  born  on  November  24, 
1806,  her  eldest  brother,  Allen  Elsberry. 
After  that  date  she  resided  with  her  par¬ 
ents  for  ten  or  twelve  years  near  Mos¬ 
cow,  Clermont  County,  Ohio.  Sarah  was 
among  the  children  enumerated  in  her 
father’s  household  at  Xenia  in  the  U.S. 
census  of  1820.  Her  friend,  the  Rev. 
John  McClain,  of  Clermont,  came  thither, 
after  the  drowning  of  her  father  in  the 
Little  Miami  River,  and  they  were  mar- 
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ried  February  25,  1822,  by  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Dixon,  with  the  approval  of  her 
widowed  mother  and  her  uncle,  the  Hon¬ 
orable  William5  Ellsberry  of  Xenia,  in 
the  presence  of  her  grandmother,  Aga¬ 
tha6  (Wright)  Elsberry.  [ Greene  County 
Marriage  License  Record  Book  A—I}  p. 
65,  in  the  probate  registry  at  Xenia.]  Re¬ 
garding  the  happiness  of  this  marriage  the 
bride’s  son,  the  late  Corydon  Strange  Mc¬ 
Clain,  M.D.,  of  Springfield,  Missouri, 
wrote  in  January,  1917,  that  she  “fre¬ 
quently  derived  pleasure  in  stating  that 
throughout  his  life  her  husband  had  loved 
no  other  woman  than  herself.”  Soon  after 
the  marriage  John  and  Sarah6  Wilkinson 
(Elsberry)  McClain  departed  for  the 
farm  three  miles  south  of  Nicholsville,  on 
a  branch  of  Indian  Creek,  Clermont 
County,  owned  by  John’s  father,  the 
Rev.  Peter  McClain,  who  conveyed  to 
John  the  southern  part  of  it.  Thereon  for 
nearly  fifty  years  lived  Sarah  and  John  5 
he  a  Methodist  preacher  and  farmer;  she 
the  mother  of  eight  children  and  the 
maker  of  the  home.  Moreover,  she  was 
the  matron  of  the  parish,  the  consoler  of 
the  bereaved,  the  visitor  to  the  sick,  the 
sharer  in  the  happiness  of  the  women  and 
children  of  the  community.  His  it  was  to 
preach  and  pray;  hers  the  duty  and  wish 
to  weep  or  to  smile,  as  her  sympathies 
were  moved  by  those  who  leaned  upon 
their  pastor  for  strength  and  looked  to  his 
wife  for  friendship  in  their  joys  and  sor¬ 
rows.  Fifty  years  in  one  house!  Some  who 
knew  her  have  desired  to  add  a  word ;  and 
so  scanty  are  the  public  records  of  both 
herself  and  her  parents,  that  reference 
may  be  made  to  other  evidence  of  her 
parentage: 


Mrs.  Ella  S.  Fee  wrote  from  Briggsdale, 
Colorado,  October  7,  1918:  “Sarah  Elsberry 
who  married  Rev.  Mr.  McClain  was  my 
mother’s  first  cousin.  I  remember  her  well — 
we  always  called  her  Aunt  Sally — she  was  a 
beautiful  character.” 

The  late  Colonel  Granville  A.  Frambes  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  referred  to  her  in  his  manu¬ 
script  account  of  the  Frambes  and  McClain 
families  as  “an  excellent  lady  .  .  .  always 
doing  good.  She  was  intelligent  and  much  be¬ 
loved  by  everybody.  All  the  relatives  loved  to 
visit  Uncle  John  and  Aunt  Sally.” 

Mrs.  Carolina  (McClain)  Frazier  of  near 
New  Richmond,  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  in 
an  affidavit*  dated  May  15,  1918,  referred  to 
Sarah  W.  (Elsberry)  McClain,  viz.:  “I  re¬ 
member  her  very  distinctly.  I  remember  her 
particularly  as  a  great  lover  of  pets,  a  good, 
kind,  motherly  woman  and  a  life-long  Meth¬ 
odist.  I  remember  hearing  my  father  [James 
McClain]  and  your  grandfather  [the  Rev. 
John  McClain]  tell  that  your  grandmother’s 
[Sarah’s]  father  was  drowned  in  the  Miami 
River  near  Xenia,  Ohio.” 

Miss  Jennie  Boyce  contributed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  affidavitf  before  her  lamented 
death  at  Kirksville,  Missouri,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  14,  1920: 

Adair  County ,  State  of  Missouri.  Personally 
appeared  Jennie  Boyce  who  deposes  as  follows: 

I,  Jennie  Boyce,  now  of  Kirksville,  Adair 
County,  State  of  Missouri,  aged  66  years  or 
thereabouts,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Sarah 
Ann  (McClain)  Boyce,  of  blessed  memory, 
deceased,  and  maternal  granddaughter  of  Rev¬ 
erend  John  and  Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry) 
McClain,  late  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
etc.,  deceased,  am  thus  a  first  cousin  of  Ed- 

*  This  affidavit  is  in  the  possession  of  E.  L.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Esquire,  at  Greenfield,  Ohio. 

t  This  affidavit  is  in  the  possession  of  E.  L.  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Esquire,  at  Greenfield,  Ohio. 
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ward  Lee  McClain,  now  of  Greenfield,  High¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  who  recently  has  placed 
before  me  some  written  questions  concerning 
our  mutual  direct  ancestors, — our  great- 
grandparents,  the  parents  of  our  said  late  dear 
grandmother,  Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry) 
McClain,  whom  I  personally  knew  (until  her 
death  in  1884),  whilst  she  lived  with  my 
father  and  mother  in  our  home,  at  Ottumwa, 
Wapello  County,  Iowa;  and  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  give  answers  to  some  of  the  said  ques¬ 
tions.  For  brevity,  I  will  summarize  the  ques¬ 
tions  and  answers,  exactly: 

1.  Yes!  I  have  heard  my  mother  speak  of 
her  aunts,  Pamelia,  Narcissa,  and  Clarissa 
(each  born  an  Elsberry),  the  sisters  of  my  said 
grandmother,  Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry) 
McClain;  but  I  do  not  remember  hearing  of 
Francina  as  another  of  these  sisters. 

2.  Yes!  I  have  heard  of  the  Husbands 
family  being  related  to  my  said  grandmother, 
Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain;  but  I 
do  not  now  remember  in  what  way. 

3.  Yes!  I  have  heard  my  mother  speak  of 
all  this, — especially  how  her  maternal  grand¬ 
mother  Elsberry  removed  from  Xenia,  Ohio, 
to  New  Hope,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  by  or  be¬ 
fore  1830,  and  that  she  (our  great-grand¬ 
mother  Elsberry)  lived  there  for  awhile,  and 
later  lived  with  her  daughter,  our  grand¬ 
mother,  Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain, 
at  Nicholsville,  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
where  she  (our  great-grandmother  Elsberry) 
died  about  1845  or  1846;  and  also  that  our 
said  grandmother’s  father  was  drowned  in  the 
Little  Miami  River,  near  Xenia,  Ohio. 

4.  Yes!  I  remember  having  heard  that  John 
was  the  first  name  of  my  mother’s  maternal 
grandfather  Elsberry;  that  he  came  from 
North  Carolina  to  Ohio;  and  that  our  grand¬ 
mother,  Sarah  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  brought  to 
Ohio  by  her  parents  when  she  was  a  few  years 
old;  but  I  have  no  old  Bible  records  or  other 
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old  written  family  records  giving  the  dates 
thereon.  .  .  .  [Signed]  Jennie  Boyce. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  9th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1918,  before  me.  [Signed]  Thos.  W. 
McCrary,  J.P. 

The  late  William  Utter  Ellsberry,  of 
Xenia,  Ohio,  in  his  important  affidavit 
executed  there  on  September  2 6,  1918, 
from  which  we  have  previously  quoted, 
made  a  brief  but  definite  statement  from 
his  well-stored  memory  of  his  personal 
knowledge  of  his  “Aunt  Sally,”  her  par¬ 
entage,  etc.,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
accurate  abstract  of  the  pertinent  portion: 

.  .  .  Of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  my 
grandparents,  John  and  Pamelia  (Husbands) 
Elsberry,  namely,  Sarah  W.  Elsberry,  Allen 
Ellsberry,  Pamelia  Elsberry,  Vina  Elsberry, 
Clarissa  Elsberry,  Narcissa  Elsberry,  Francena 
Elsberry,  Henry,  Wesley,  and  Isaac  Elsberry, 
I  personally  saw  and  now  remember  all  save 
the  sons  Wesley,  Henry,  and  Isaac  Elsberry, 
who  disappeared  from  southern  Ohio  so  very 
many  years  ago  that  I  lost  trace  of  them;  I 
only  remember  their  names  and  hearing  them 
mentioned  by  my  relatives  as  my  uncles.  .  .  . 
The  most  frequently  of  all,  I  saw,  and  the 
best  of  all  I  knew,  my  aunt  Sarah  Wilkinson 
Elsberry,  who  married  Reverend  John  Mc¬ 
Clain,  and  knew  always  that  she  was  the 
daughter  of  my  grandparents,  John  and  Pa¬ 
melia  (Husbands)  Elsberry;  .  .  . 

My  father,  Allen  Ellsberry,  was  the  oldest 
son,  and  his  sister,  Sarah  Wilkinson  Elsberry, 
the  oldest  daughter  of  John  and  Pamelia  (Hus¬ 
bands)  Elsberry.  One  of  my  earliest  recol¬ 
lections  of  Aunt  Sally  is  that  of  attending, 
with  my  parents,  the  wedding  of  her  daughter, 
Amy  McClain,  to  Dr.  Potter  at  Nicholsville, 
Clermont  County,  Ohio  (I  do  not  remember 
the  date  of  the  wedding,  but  have  just  been 
told  that  it  occurred  on  June  1,  1856).  My 
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last  sight  of  Aunt  Sally  was  in  1876,  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  when  she  visited  my 
father  and  mother  at  New  Burlington.  During 
those  twenty  years  she  and  her  husband  and 
my  parents  visited  each  other  at  their  respective 
homes  usually  twice  yearly.  I  was  at  home  for 
the  most  of  that  period.  It  was  on  the  occasion 
of  Aunt  Sally’s  last  visit  to  us  at  New  Bur¬ 
lington  (eight  miles  south  of  Xenia)  that  she, 
my  mother,  and  my  first  wife  had  their  por¬ 
traits  made  there;  .  .  . 

When  Aunt  Sally  came  to  New  Burlington 
to  visit  us,  she  usually  also  came  to  Xenia  to 
see  her  father’s  brother,  the  Hon.  William 
Ellsberry,  and  his  sister  Mrs.  Morris  and  the 
latter’s  daughter  Caroline  E.  (Morris)  Win- 
ans.  The  children  of  Judge  and  Caroline  E. 
(Morris)  Winans  have  all  passed  away  ex¬ 
cept  their  daughter,  Amelia,  who  married  a 
Mr.  Force,  and  lived  at  Chicago;  I  recall  her 
as  being  learned  in  the  study  of  palmistry.  My 
father  so  much  resembled  his  uncle  William 
Ellsberry  as  to  be  frequently  mistaken  for 
him.  Uncle  William’s  only  child  died  young. 

The  late  C.  S.  McClain,  M.D.,  of 
Springfield,  Missouri,  son  of  Rev.  John 
and  Sarah  (Elsberry)  McClain,  wrote  in 
January,  1917: 


Sarah  Elsberry  McClain  was  a  small  woman, 
of  fair  complexion,  blue  eyes,  and  a  refined, 
extremely  sensitive  nature.  She  was  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  her  husband.  .  .  .  Hers  was  a 
meek,  sympathetic  nature,  balancing  the  some¬ 
what  austere  personality  of  her  husband.  Her 
love  for  children  was  very  deep. 

Sarah6  Wilkinson  (Elsberry)  McClain 
removed  to  Greenfield,  Ohio,  with  her 
husband  about  the  year  1873.  At  his 
death  there  on  July  14,  1875,  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Dr.  Frank  G.  Mitchell  in  his  obitu¬ 
ary  account  of  her  husband  wrote:  “Fifty- 
three  years  of  wedded  life  have  sadly  un¬ 
fitted  her  for  a  widow’s  lot.  To  bear  this, 
however,  she  has  the  faith  and  grace  they 
so  enjoyed  together.”  Sarah  remained  at 
Greenfield,  for  some  years,  with  her  son 
William  Page  McClain.  She  died  May  5, 
1884,  while  visiting  at  Ormanville,  Iowa, 
her  daughter,  Sarah  Ann  (McClain) 
Boyce.  Interment  was  made  in  Zion 
Cemetery  near  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  A  suit¬ 
able  memorial  to  her  stands  beside  the 
memorial  and  grave  of  her  beloved  hus¬ 
band  in  the  McClain  lot  in  the  cemetery 
at  Greenfield,  Ohio. 


Summary  of  the  Elsberry  descent: 

( 1 )  Lydia  Elsberry  =  Christopher  Woolbark  ( Wojbach) 

(2)  Frederick  Elsberry  =  Mary  Dugell 

(3)  John  Elsberry  =  (Wife’s  name  unrecorded) 

(4)  Isaac  Elsberry  =  Agatha  Wright 

(5)  John  Elsberry  =  Pamelia  Husbands 

(6)  Sarah  Wilkinson  Elsberry  =  Rev.  John  McClain 

(7)  William  Page  McClain  =  Margaret  Ann  Parkinson 

(8)  Edward  Lee  McClain  =  Lulu  Theodosia  Johnson 
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and  North  Carolina 


THE  Episcopalian  family  of  Vea¬ 
zey  (otherwise  written  Veasy, 
Vesey,  Vasey,  etc.),  of  Cecil 
County,  Maryland,  was  founded  early  in 
the  year  1687  by  John  “Vasey,”  who,  on 
April  1,  1687,  purchased  land  there  that 
is  still  owned  by  some  of  his  descendants. 
Some  of  his  latest  descendants  in  Mary¬ 
land  repeat  the  tradition  long  current  in 
their  family  that  this  first  John  Vasey,  or 
Veazey  as  the  surname  has  been  generally 
written  in  Maryland,  came  with  his  wife 
Martha  to  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  from 
the  city  of  New  York}  and,  also,  repeat 
the  tradition  that  this  John  Veazey  was 
related  to  Lieutenant  John  Vesey  of 
Braintree,  Massachusetts,  whose  son,  the 
Rev.  William  Vesey,  was  rector  of  Trin¬ 
ity  Church,  New  York  City,  in  1698; 
and  so  related,  also,  to  William  Vesey, 
or  Veazey  (supposed  son  of  William 
Vesey  of  Wickes  Park,  Essex,  England), 
fifteen  years  old  in  1634,  who  appeared 
at  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  in  1646  and 
died  there  in  1681.  Some  of  the  present 
Veazeys  of  Maryland  are  of  the  belief,  as 
well,  that  these  Veazeys  not  only  connect 
with  the  armigerous  family  of  Vesey  of 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Suffolk,  Eng¬ 
land,  but  are  direct  descendants  from  the 
Norman  knight,  Robert  de  Vesci,  who  did 
come  into  England  at  the  time  of  the 
Conquest  of  1066. 


We  cannot,  at  present,  either  confirm 
or  question  that  tradition  and  belief}  we 
mention  them  merely  for  whatever  inter¬ 
est  or  value  they  may  have  to  any  de¬ 
scendant  who  may  be  inclined  to  investi¬ 
gate  further.  The  earliest  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  John  Vasey,  or  Veazey,  in 
Maryland  is  found  in  his  will,  wherein  he 
refers  to  having  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  Cecil  County  called  “Manchester,”  on 
April  1,  1687,  which  had  been  surveyed 
on  October  12,  1682,  for  Thomas  Hinton 
and  Joseph  Spurnon.  This  land  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  again  in  the  Rent  Rolls  of  the 
Proprietary  (small  volume,  p.  15),  at  the 
Land  Office  of  Maryland.  The  tract  was 
included  in  John  Veazey ’s  later  estate 
called  “Cherry  Grove”}  other  parts  of 
this  estate  had  been  known  as  “True 
Game”  and  “Dividing.”  [ Rent  Roll , 
large  volume,  p.  100.] 

[ Vestry  Book  I  of  North  Sassafras  Parish , 

Cecil  County ,  Maryland ]  : 

[P.  20]  At  a  Vestry  held  according  to  ad- 
journmt  the  fourteenth  day  of  Jan1?  1698/9 
.  .  .  John  Veazey  &  Thos.  Terry  are  Elected 
Church  Wardens.  Ordered,  That  the  sd.  John 
Veazey  &  Thos.  Terry  be  summoned  to  ap- 
peare  at  the  next  Vestry  to  be  Sworne  Church 
Wardens  according  to  the  above  Eleccon. 

[Ibid.,  p.  21]  Febrr  1698/9  John  Veazey 
Sworne  Sen:  Church  Warden  and  his  Bond 
taken  for  the  same. 
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Ordered  that  Mr  Sewell*  John  Veazey  [and 
two  others]  doe  on  Wednesday  morning  next 
goe  to  Mrs  Herman  and  ask  her  what  Tob° 
she  can  pay  this  year. 

We  are  indebted  to  Duncan  Veazey, 
Esquire,  of  Baltimore,  and  of  Cecil 
County,  Maryland,  for  a  certified  copy  of 
the  original  will  of  his  immigrant  ances¬ 
tor,  the  aforesaid  John  Veazey  or  Vasey: 

In  ye  name  of  God  Amen  I  John  Vasey 
of  Cecill  County  in  ye  Province  of  Maryland 
being  of  sound  mind  and  perfect  memory 
(Thanks  be  to  Almighty  God)  Doe  ordeine 
and  Constitute  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  in  manner  and  form  following  First  & 
principally  I  commend  my  Soule  into  the 
hands  of  Almighty  God  my  most  mercifull 
father  hoping  Through  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ  my  most  blessed  Saviour  to  have  Re¬ 
mission  of  all  my  sins:  And  in  the  next  place 
I  committ  My  body  to  ye  Earth  to  be  decently 
buryed  att  ye  discretion  of  My  Executors  here¬ 
after  named  And  also  as  to  this  outward  tem- 
porall  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God 
of  his  goodness  to  blesse  me  I  dispose  thereof 
as  follows  Imfrs  I  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my 
Beloved  sons  William  Vasey  &  George  Vasey 
all  that  tract  of  land  Called  Manchester  Lying 
one  ye  south  side  of  Bohemia  River  formerly 
in  ye  possession  of  Joseph  Spernon  as  may  more 
att  large  appear  by  a  Conveyance  Dated  the 
first  day  of  Aprill  Anno  Domini  (1687) 
Equally  to  be  divided  betweext  ye  above  said 
Wm  &  George  Vasey  Item  It  it  is  my  will  yt 
neither  of  my  two  sonns  shall  sell  or  dispose  of 
any  part  or  pr’cell  of  theire  said  Land  to  any 
prson  or  prsons  whatsoever  without  ye  Consent 
of  Each  other  unless  ye  one  Brother  doe  sell  itt 
to  the  other  Brother. 

Item  I  give  &  Bequeath  unto  my  son  Ed¬ 
ward  Vasey  &  to  my  son  James  Vasey  &  to  my 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Sewall. 


sonn  Robt  Vasey  all  yt  Tract  or  prcell  of  land 
Called  true  Gaime  Lying  one  the  south  side 
of  Bohemia  River  wh  formerly  was  in  ye 
possession  of  Abraham  Morgan  as  may  more 
att  large  appear  by  a  Conveyance  divided  be¬ 
tweext  my  Three  sons  Edward  Vasey  James 
Vasey  &  Robert  Vasey  Item  itt  is  my  will  yt  if 
my  Three  sonns  doe  not  think  itt  Convenient 
to  Live  together  butt  will  have  the  said  p  cell 
or  tract  of  land  divided  Each  theire  Equall 
Share  &  part  then  yt  my  son  Edward  shall  take 
his  share  or  part  of  ye  said  land  next  adjoyn- 
ing  to  a  p  cell  or  tract  of  land  Called  by  ye 
name  of  Clear  all  now  in  his  owne  Possession 
&  yt  ye  other  two  parts  be  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  my  sons  James  Vasey  &  Robert  Vasey. 

Item  it  is  my  will  &  doe  give  &  bequeath 
unto  my  beloved  wife  Martha  Vasey  ye  Thirds 
of  all  my  goods  &  Chattells  &  yt  she  shall 
Live  upon  my  now  dwelling  Plantation  Dur¬ 
ing  her  Life. 

Item  I  doe  hereby  decree  ordaine  and  ap- 
poynt  my  Loveing  Wife  Martha  Vasey  &  my 
son  Wm  Vasey  to  be  the  Executors  of  this  my 
last  Will  &  Testament 

In  Wittness  whereoff  I  have  Hereunto  sett 
my  hand  &  seale  this  28th  day  of  Febr  1 697 — 
98. 

Witness:  Gareet  Monney  [This  seems  to 

have  been  Garrett  Murray].  John  Ward 

City  of  Baltimore 

State  of  Maryland  June  4,  1918. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  John 
Vesey,  late  of  Cecil  County,  deceased,  dated 
Feb.  28,  1697-1698,  which  was  not  probated 
according  to  law  for  a  reason  not  now  known, 
witnessed  by  Garreet  Monney  (Garrett  Mur¬ 
ray)  and  John  Ward;  and  which  was  taken 
from  a  photographic  copy  of  the  original  which 
was  returned  by  me  to  the  holder  who  has 
since  died  but  which  was  in  my  possession  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  photographed;  and 
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which  is  deemed  valuable  because  it  states  the 
names  of  his  children. 

I  do  further  certify  that  the  said  John 
Veazey  died  prior  to  March,  1700,  as  appears 
by  his  inventory  dated  at  that  time  and  recorded 
in  Liber  2,  folio  128,  &c.,  Inventories  and  Ac¬ 
counts,  of  the  Land  Office  and  sent  to  me  by 
the  Commissioner  on  August  29,  1913. 

T.  S.  Creney  Duncan  Veazey 

State  of  Maryland  ) 

V  ss: 

City  of  Baltimore  ) 

I  hereby  certify  that  on  the  5"  day  of  June, 
1918,  before  me,  a  Notary  Public  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  in  and  for  Baltimore  City,  per¬ 
sonally  appeared  Duncan  Veazey  and  made 
oath  that  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  instrument  or  writing  are  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

T.  S.  Creney 

[Seal]  Notary  Public. 

This  will  was  handed  down  from  gen¬ 
eration  to  generation,  with  various  papers, 
and  remained  in  the  family  home  “Cherry 
Grove.”  It  was  there  in  1896  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  Mr.  James  Wallace  Veazey,  the 
last  male  Veazey  to  live  there,  who  sup¬ 
plied  a  photograph  of  the  original  paper 
to  Duncan  Veazey.  Since  then  the  will  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Craycroft,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
a  Veazey  descendant.  The  inventory  of 
John  Veazey’s  personal  property  indi¬ 
cates  that  he  died  in  the  winter  of  1 700- 
1701.  The  Veazeys  of  Maryland  state 
that  he  was  buried  in  the  Veazey  family 
graveyard  on  the  estate  “Cherry  Grove.” 

\Annafolisy  Maryland.  Land  Office.  Inven¬ 
tories  and  Accounts ,  Liber  20 ,  folio  128]: 

A  true  and  perfect  Inventory  made  and 
taken  of  the  goods  and  chattells  of  Jno. 


Veazy  of  Ceacill  County  deceased  and  ap¬ 
praised  by  Jno.  Beedle  and  Phillip  Barrett 


L 

S 

D 

18  sheep  at  7/6 

06 

13 

04 

2  steers  at 

03 

00 

00 

5  young  steers 

04 

10 

6  cows 

8 

8 

2  heifers 

1 

10 

1  young  steer 

1 2 

6  yearlings 

1 

16 

I  bull 

1 

15 

I  horse 

3 

10 

I  mare  and  coult 

3 

10 

I  young  mare  and  coult 

2 

10 

I  young  horse 

1 

15 

I  pair  of  mill  stones  and  irons 

16 

cash 

8 

9 

6 

Thomas  Prices  acct  2880  lb.  to¬ 

bacco 

8 

8 

1  servant  man  2  years  to  serve 

5 

1  feather  bed,  bolster  and  2  pil¬ 

lows 

3 

2  new  blankets 

14 

1  old  rug 

2 

6 

a  parcel  of  feathers 

1 

13 

1  old  bed  and  bolster 

1 

15 

I  old  flock  bed  and  4  old  blan¬ 

kets 

18 

8  old  silver  casks 

1 

4 

I  old  powdering  tub 

2 

6 

2  old  chirmp 

3 

6 

1  lb  of  pewter 

8 

1  old  pewter  dish  &  1  pewter  qt 

&  10  spoons 

3 

4  old  earthen  pans 

2 

2  old  earthen  pots  &  3  small 

3 

6 

1  old  sisler  &  4  old  floats 

2 

6 

1  old  hair  cloth 

2 

1  doz.  glass  bottles 

2 

1  old  worn  saddle 

12 

I  plough  and  furniture 

16 

2  iron  pots  and  1  old 

3 

1  coat  and  2  jackets 

1 

2 

5  yds  hand  made  cloth 

10 

childs  old  mantle 

1 

5  yds  coarse  canvas 

2 

6 

I  old  grindstone 

2 

3 
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a  woman’s  hat  2  6 

2  pr  fire  tongs  and  2  pr  pot 

racks  &  2  pr  pot  hooks  7  6 

I  old  augour  6 

1  old  sheet  2  6 

2  old  smoothing  irons  &  1  iron 

candlestick  1 

I  old  broad  axe  2 

a  parcel  of  old  books  12 

I  old  chest  2  6 

1  hive  of  bees  6 

9  hogs  6  6 

2  sows  1 4 

1  boar  5 

I  old  cut  saw  and  2  wedges  4 

total  [£]  86  12  4 


Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  day  of 
March  1700. 

Jno.  Bedell  [Seal] 
Phillip  Barrett  [Seal] 

According  to  the  register  of  marriages 
and  baptisms  of  the  parish  of  North  Sas¬ 
safras,  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  four  of 

the  sons  of  John  and  Martha  ( - ) 

Vasey  married,  viz.: 

William  married  Rosamond  ( - )  and 

had  one  daughter,  Susannah,  born  in  1696, 
who  married  John  Ward. 

George  married  and  had  issue  Elizabeth 
born  in  1710,  William  born  in  1716,  and 
Eleanor. 

Edward  married  Susannah  Brokas  (Bro- 
cus),  1699—1700,  and  had  one  son,  John,  born 
1700—01,  ancestor  of  Duncan  Veazey,  Esquire. 

James  married  ( - )  Mercer  and  had 

Martha  born  in  1717,  Thomas  born  in  1719, 
Edward  born  in  1721,  Elizabeth  born  in  1723, 
James  born  in  1725,  and  William  born  in 
1726. 

The  register  of  North  Sassafras  Parish 
also  gives  [I,  9]:  “Robert  Veazey  and 


Lucie  Dermote,  spinster,  was  maryed  p 
banes  by  Ml  Richd  Sewell,  Ministr  the 
first  day  of  JaiW  1718.”  Lucie  “Der¬ 
mote”  was  a  daughter  of  the  following 
testator: 

[Cecil  County ,  Maryland.  Will  Book  A.A.y 

No.  /,  p.  186] : 

Charles  Dormott. 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  the  Nineteenth 
Day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God 
One  thousand  Seven  hundred  twenty  and 
seven,  I  Charles  Dormott  of  Ceecill  County 
in  the  province  of  Maryland,  Planter,  being 
Sick  and  Weak  in  Body  but  of  perfect  Mind 
and  Memory,  Thanks  be  given  unto  God 
therefore,  calling  unto  Mind  the  Mortality  of 
my  Body  and  Knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for 
all  Men  once  to  die,  do  make  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament,  That  is  to  say,  Principally 
and  first  of  all  I  give  and  recommend  my  Soul 
into  the  Hands  of  God  that  gave  it,  and  for 
my  Body  I  recommend  it  to  the  Earth  to  be 
buried  in  a  Christian  like  and  decent  Manner 
at  the  discretion  of  my  Executors,  Nothing 
doubting  but  at  the  general  Resurrection  I 
shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  Mighty 
power  of  God,  And  as  touching  such  Wordly 
Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless 
me  in  this  Life — I  give  devise  and  dispose  of 
the  Same  in  the  following  Manner  &  fform — 

Imfrimus ,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Sarah 
my  dearly  beloved  Wife  all  my  Lands  and 
Tennements  together  with  all  my  household 
Goods  together  with  Stock  of  Creatures,  as 
horses,  Mares,  Colts,  Cows,  Calves,  Yearlings, 
Sheep,  and  Hoggs,  together  wth  all  Moveables, 
and  after  the  decease  of  Sarah  my  Wife,  to 
my  Daughter  Rachel,  Daughtr  of  Sarah  my 
Wife  (if  in  Case  she  survives)  and  if  in  case 
they  both  decease  then  to  descend  to  my 
Daughter  Lucia  Wife  of  Robert  Veasey — 

Itemy  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Lucia 
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Veazey,  Wife  of  the  afforesd  Rob1  Veazey, 
one  Ewe 

Item ,  I  give  to  Mary  Veazey,  Daughter  of 
the  said  Lucia  and  Robert  Veazey,  one  Ewe  to 
be  levied  out  of  my  Estate;  Likewise  Consti¬ 
tute,  make  and  ordain  Sarah  my  Wife  Sole 
Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
and  do  hereby  utterly  disallow,  revoke  and 
disannul  all  and  every  other  former  Testament 
Wills  and  Legacies  Request  and  Executors  by 
me  in  any  ways  named,  willed  and  bequeathed, 
ratifying  and  Confirming  this  and  no  other  to 
be  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  Seal  the  Day  and  year  abovesaid. 

his 

Charles  D  Dormott 
mark 

Signed,  Sealed  published  pronounced  and 

declared  by  the  said  Charles  Dormott  as  his 

last  will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us 

the  Subscribers  ,  . 

his 

Richd  Garrett  John  X  Storts 

mark 

W.  Hitley 

Proved  Nov.  1 6,  1727. 

Memdm.  That  on  the  13th  day  of  february 
Anno  Dni  1727  Came  Sarah  Dirmott  Relict 
&  Exx  of  Charles  Dimott  of  Ceecil  County, 
deceased  and  aledged  that  she  could  not  get 
Security  to  enter  into  Bonds  for  her  due 
Admn.  But  as  shee  was  appointed  Executrix 
by  the  Deced’s  Will,  she  would  act  by  virtue 
thereof  and  pay  the  Commissary’s  their  fees 
as  if  due  Admn  had  been  granted  her  and 
also  pay  the  Just  debts  of  the  deceased  and  the 
Legacies  by  him  in  his  last  Will  &  Testament 
bequeathed. 

Certified  p  «<=  S.  Knight,  D.  ConYT. 
[No  inventory  or  account  was  ever  filed.] 

Charles  Dormott  did  not  bequeath  real 
estate  because  he  resided  on  land  that  he 
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leased  of  the  lord  of  Bohemia  Manor,  as 
did  many  other  tenants.  This  is  shown  in 
an  indenture,  dated  June  4,  1722,  be¬ 
tween  Ephraim  Augustine  Herman,  lord 
of  the  manor,  and  Charles  Dearmot, 
planter,  for  thirty  shillings,  annually,  for 
the  lease  or  farm  lett  of  land  at  the  head 
of  a  cove  on  herring  creek,  formerly  of 
Thomas  Snipers  now  known  as  Dermt3 
Chanse,  for  the  term  of  the  natural  life 
of  Charles  Dearmot  and  of  Linsey  Veazey 
and  Sarah  Rose.  [ Cecil  County  Deeds , 
5-505-] 

Two  days  before  the  preceding  lease, 
Charles  Dormott’s  son-in-law,  Robert 
Veazey,  planter,  leased  of  the  same  lord 
of  Bohemia  Manor,  Ephraim  Augustine 
Herman,  by  an  indenture  dated  June  2, 
1722,  140  acres  of  land  on  Bohemia 
Manor  for  a  yearly  rental,  for  and  during 
the  natural  lives  of  the  said  lessee,  Robert 
Veazey,  his  wife  Lucie  Veazey,  and  their 
son  Robert  Veazey.  [Cecil  County  Deeds , 

5-493-1 

The  children  of  Robert  and  Lucie 
(Dermote,  Dormott,  Dirmott,  Dimott) 
Veazey,  as  recorded  in  the  register  of  the 
church  of  St.  Stephen,  North  Sassafras 
Parish,  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  were 

Mary  Veazey  Daughter  of  Robert  Veazey 
and  Lucie  his  wife  was  born  the  13th  day  of 
Octobr  Anno  Dom  1719.  [I,  48-] 

John  Veazey  sonn  of  Robert  Veazey  &  Lucy 
his  wife  was  born  the  first  day  of  JanT  1722. 

[I,  84.] 

Lucy  Veazey  Daughter  of  Robert  Veazey 
&  Lucy  his  Wife  born  the  19th  day  of  febr 
1724.  [P.  84.] 

Elinor  Veazey  Daughter  of  Robert  Veazey 
&  Lucy  his  Wife  born  the  7th  day  of  July 
Anno  D°  1728.  [P.  91.] 
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Rebecca  Veazey  Daughter  of  Robert  Veazey 
and  Lucy  his  Wife  born  the  25  of  October 
1729.  [P.  98.] 

The  vestry  records  of  the  church  of  St. 
Stephen  of  the  parish  of  North  Sassafras 
give  more  evidence: 

“1717.  Ordered  that  Benjn  Cox  be  fined  for 
not  registering  the  birth  of  a  child  according 
to  law  one  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco.”  [P. 
67.]  Others  were  likewise  fined  in  1717  for 
the  same  reason,  including  Colonel  Ephraim 
Augustine  Herman,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
manor  of  Bohemia. 

Dec.,  28,  1736.  Mr  Robt.  Veazey,  Church 
warden.  [P.  126.] 

Easter  Munday  April  nth  1737,  it  being 
Vestry  Day  by  Law  to  Elect  and  Chuse  two 
new  Vestrymen  &  two  Church  Ward5.  [Mr 
Robert  Veazey  was  present  as  a  warden.]  And 
the  parishioners  and  Vestrymen,  viz:  Mr  Pere¬ 
grine  Ward  and  Robert  Veazey.  .  .  .  Or¬ 
dered  to  have  notice  and  Mr  John  Veazey  as 
Justice  and  Vestryman  proceed’d  to  Quallifie 
Mr.  Robert  Veazy  by  his  taking  the  Oath  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law  and  signing  the  Oath  of  Ab¬ 
juration  &  Test.  [P.  1 3 1.] 

May  1,  1733.  Mr  William  Veazey  Clk  and 
Register  being  dead  the  Vestry  elected  Coll. 
Benjamin  Pearce  in  his  Room.  [P.  136.] 

“Mr.  Robert  Veazey.”  (Senior  vestryman 
1740.)  [P.  167.] 

The  estate  of  eight  hundred  acres 
owned  by  the  immigrant,  John  Veazey,  is 
now  known  as  Veazey’s  Neck,  and,  in  a 
lesser  part,  as  “Cherry  Grove.”  Veazey’s 
Neck  is  the  headland,  two  miles  in  width, 
at  the  southern  side  of  the  junction  of 
Bohemia  River  and  Elk  River,  near  the 
head  of  Chesapeake  Bay.  Cabin  John 
Creek  is  the  southern  boundary  of  Vea¬ 
zey’s  Neck.  The  neck  is  now  in  No.  1  Dis¬ 


trict  of  Cecilton.  The  inventory  of  the 
estate  of  James  Bayard  of  Cecil  County 
was  taken  on  September  4,  1753,  by  Rob¬ 
ert  Veazey  and  Adam  Van  Bebber.  This  is 
the  inventory  that  contains  three  accounts 
of  debts  due  from  Elsberrys.  [ Inven¬ 
tories ,  Land  Office ,  Maryland ,  LVI ,  35.] 

“Mr.  Robert  Veazey,”  on  June  14, 
1749,  was  appointed  one  of  four  “Com¬ 
missioners  to  prove  the  bounds  of  a  Tract 
called  The  Three  Bohemia  Sisters,”  his 
son,  “Maj.  John  Veazy”  being  one  of  the 
others.  [Cecil  County  Deeds ,  Liber  S.K., 
P-  337*]  On  September  11,  1749,  Robert 
Veazey,  as  a  commissioner  empowered  to 
take  depositions,  signed  his  name  to  depo¬ 
sitions  sworn  to  before  him. 

Robert2  Veazey  (John1)  had  a  son, 
Robert3  Veazey,  Junior,  who  predeceased 
him,  and  so  is  not  mentioned  in  the  fa¬ 
ther’s  will.  This  son,  Robert3,  married 

Sarah  ( - ),  and  died  before  October  3, 

1767,  as  is  shown  by  the  “Administratrix’s 
Bond  of  Sarah  Veazey  (widow  of  Robert 
Veazey  Junl)  with  Edw.  Armstrong  and 
William  Withers,  in  £200.,  3  Oct.,  1767.” 

[  Original  fled  'paper,  probate  registry , 
Cecil  County ,  Maryland .]  Twenty-six 
days  after  this  bond  was  made,  Robert 
Veazey,  Senior,  made  his  will,  and  died 
within  two  weeks  thereafter: 

[ Maryland  Land  Office ,  Will  Book,  No.  3 6 , 

i~/6y  to  1768,  p.  92.] 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  Robert  Veazey 
of  Cecil  County  in  the  Province  of  Mary¬ 
land  being  Sick  and  Weak  in  Body  but  of  Per¬ 
fect  mind  and  memory,  thanks  be  to  God  for 
the  Same,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  fol¬ 
lowing,  that  is  to  say,  Principally  and  first  of 
all  I  give  and  recommend  my  Soul  into  the 
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hands  of  God  that  gave  it  me  and  my  Body 
to  be  Buried  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executor 
hereafter  named,  and  Touching  my  Worldly 
Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless 
me  with  I  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Grand¬ 
son  Robert  Husbands  the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds 
Current  Money  of  Pennsylvania  Item,  I  give 
and  bequeath  all  the  residue  of  my  Estate,  unto 
my  son  John  Veazey  both  real  and  Personal  to 
him  and  his  Heirs  forever  and  I  constitute  and 
appoint  my  son  John  Veazey  my  whole  and 
sole  Executor  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment,  revoking  and  Disannulling  all  every 
other  Will  or  Testament  made  by  me  before 
Confirming  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Tes¬ 
tament  and  no  other,  as  Witness  my  Hand  and 
Seal  this  twenty-Ninth  day  of  October  One 
Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty  Seven 

Robert  Veazev 

Signed  Sealed  published  and  Declared  to  be  his 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  presence  of  Us. 
Jacob  Ozier,  Zebulun  Beastteen 
Probated  14  Nov.  1767. 

(No  inventory  or  account  was  ever  returned 
upon  this  estate.) 

Lucie  (Dormott)  Veazey  evidently 
had  died  before  her  husband  Robert  Vea¬ 
zey,  Senior.  The  death  of  their  son,  Rob¬ 
ert  Veazey,  Junior,  may  have  inclined  her 
husband  to  bequeath  money  to  one  of 
their  grandsons,  Robert  Husbands,  who, 
probably,  was  named  for  his  grandfather. 
John  Veazey  the  son  and  principal  heir 
named  in  the  will,  born  January  6,  1722, 
was  a  warden  and  vestryman  of  North 
Sassafras  Parish,  member  of  the  House  of 
Burgesses  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  He 
signed  the  Association  of  Framers  of 
Maryland  July  26,  1775,  and  by  the  Con¬ 


vention  was  elected  a  Colonel  of  the 
Maryland  forces  in  the  War  of  the 
American  Revolution,  November  6,  1778. 
His  wife  was  Ann  ( - ).  Of  their  chil¬ 

dren  (Edward,  Dr.  George,  Robert,  and 
William),  the  eldest,  Edward,  was  captain 
of  the  Seventh  Independent  Company  of 
the  Maryland  troops  of  the  Continental 
Army,  and  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of 
Long  Island,  New  York,  in  177 6. 

Which  of  the  four  daughters  of  Rob¬ 
ert2  and  Lucie  (Dormott2)  Veazey  was 
the  mother  of  Robert  Husbands,  named 
as  a  grandson  in  the  will  of  Robert2  Vea¬ 
zey,  is  not  directly  of  record.  However, 
as  Robert  Husbands’  elder  brother,  Vea¬ 
zey  Husbands,  Senior,  is  of  record  as  hav¬ 
ing  attained  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years 
by  1752,  he  cannot  be  considered  a  son 
of  any  of  the  three  younger  daughters  of 
Robert2  and  Lucie  (Dormott)  Veazey, 
born  between  1724  and  1729.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Mary  Veazey,  born  October  13, 
1719,  was  but  seventeen  or  eighteen  years 
old  when  Veazey  Husbands,  Senior,  was 
born  in  1736-37.  Thus  we  may  rest  upon 
Mary  (Veazey3)  Husbands  as  the  mother 
of  the  three  brothers,  Veazey  Husbands, 
Robert  Husbands,  and  William  Hus¬ 
bands — (perhaps,  also,  Loammi  Hus¬ 
bands,  who,  probably,  was  another 
brother)  5  all  of  whom,  together  with 
their  mother’s  first  cousin,  James3  Veazey 
(James2,  John1),  removed  from  Mary¬ 
land  to  North  Carolina  a  short  time  be¬ 
fore  1770. 

In  “A  List  of  taxable  Persons  in  Cecil 
County  for  the  year  1752,”  an  original 
official  record  now  in  the  Maryland  His¬ 
torical  Society,  occurs  the  entry  referring 
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to  the  taxable  persons  then  residing  in  the 
home  of  Robert2  Veazey: 

Robert  Veazey  Senr  \ 

Veazey  Husbands  >  3 
and  one  slave  * 

So  Veazey  Husbands  was  in  1752  the 
oldest  and  only  taxable  child  of  Robert2 
Veazey ’s  daughter  (probably  Mary  [Vea¬ 
zey]  Husbands).  The  presence  of  this 
grandson  as  a  member  of  the  household 
of  Robert  Veazey,  Senior,  should  mean 
that  Veazey  Husbands  had  been  appren¬ 
ticed  to  his  maternal  grandfather,  or, 


that  his  father  or  mother,  or  both,  had 
died,  and  that  Veazey  Husbands  and  his 
younger  brothers  lived  with  their  mater¬ 
nal  grandfather,  until  they  all  left  for 
North  Carolina  about  the  time  of  his 
death.  Veazey,  Loammi,  Robert,  and 
William  Husbands  all  became  of  record 
in  1770,  in  North  Carolina,  and  may  be 
supposed  to  have  arrived  there  from  one 
to  three  years  earlier.  The  date  and  place 
of  death  of  Mary3  Veazey  are  unknown. 
She,  however,  died  before  October  1, 
1767. 


Husband — Husbands,  of  Maryland  and 

North  Carolina 


WILLIAM  HUSBAND,  born 
1650  to  1 655,  presumably  in 
England,  came  to  Maryland 

viz.: 

[ Land  Office ,  Annafolis ,  Maryland ,  Patents , 
Book  i2y  p.  601]  : 

August  the  Second  1670. 

Came  Thomas  Notley  of  the  County  of  St. 
Marys  gentl.  and  proved  right  unto  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  Land  it  being  due  him  for  trans¬ 
porting  these  six  persons  underwritten  into  this 
p’vince  to  inhabit  vizt. 

Mathew  Notley  William  Decker 

George  Holland  John  Vowell 

William  Husband  Thomas  Hodge. 

That  this  William  Husband  was  a 
minor  upon  arriving  in  Maryland  is 
likely,  since  he  was  apprenticed  to,  or  con¬ 


tracted  with,  some  man  for  employment 
for  three  years,  viz.: 

\Land  Office ,  Annafolis ,  Marylandy  Patents 

Liber  if,  folio  589]  : 

1673,  Came  William  Husbands  of  St. 
Maries  County  and  proved  Rights  to  fifty 
acres  of  Land  due  for  his  time  of  Service  per 
formed  in  this  province. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Wil¬ 
liam  Husbands  doe  hereby  Assign  Sell  and  Set 
over  unto  John  Griggs  all  my  right  Title  & 
Interest  of  in  and  to  fifty  acres  Rights  to  Land 
to  me  due  for  my  time  of  Servis  performed  in 
this  province.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same 
to  the  Said  John  Griggs  his  heirs  or  Assigns 
for  ever,  as  witness  my  hand  &  Seale  this  3d 
Day  of  ffebruary  1673. 

William  Husband 
Wittness,  Robert  Ridgely. 
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John  Griggs  or  Thomas  Notley  may 
have  been  the  employer  of  William  Hus¬ 
band.  This  William  Husband,  whose 
name  was  recorded  as  Husbands  several 
times,  married  in  1683  or  1684,  Mary, 
the  widow  of  William  Bowen,  all  of  St. 
Mary’s  County.  This  is  shown,  viz.:  At  a 
court  of  the  County  of  St.  Mary’s,  held 
on  November  27,  1684,  Mary  Husband, 
relict  of  William  Bowen,  late  of  St. 
Mary’s  County,  deceased,  came  into  court 
and  was  sworn  by  William  Hatton;  and 
William  Husband,  appointed  by  the  court 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
Bowen,  exhibited  his  final  account  of  that 
estate  on  July  10,  1686.  [5/.  Mary’s 
County  Will  Book  13 ,  p.  374.] 

On  July  22,  1683,  William  Husband  wit¬ 
nessed  the  will  of  Dorothy  Homan.  [ Mary¬ 
land  (Annapolis)  Wills,  4—60.] 

On  February  18,  1684,  William  Husband 
witnessed  the  will  of  Robert  Thomas  of  Pop¬ 
lar  Hill,  St.  Mary’s  County. 

On  February  28,  1687-8  William  Hus¬ 
band  witnessed  the  will  of  John  Miller  of 
Poplar  Hill  Hundred,  St.  Mary’s  County. 
[Ibid.,  4-288.] 

On  October  8,  1688,  William  Husband 
witnessed  the  will  of  Christopher  Goodson  of 
Poplar  Hill,  St.  Mary’s  County.  [Ibid.,  6— 

31-] 

As  William  Husband  does  not  appear 
to  have  held  land  in  St.  Mary’s  County 
he  may  have  been  a  scrivener  and  legal 
adviser,  a  clerk,  or  merchant;  and  as  his 
own  will  seems  to  be  in  his  own  handwrit¬ 
ing,  he  may  have  written  wills  for  other 
testators.  In  addition  to  the  wills  already 
mentioned,  he  witnessed  the  wills  of  John 


Cambell  of  Poplar  Hill,  on  December  6, 
1694;  the  will  of  Thomas  Sallman,  of 
Newtowne,  on  November  3,  1695;  the 
will  of  Thomas  Warren  of  Newtowne  on 
March  30,  1698;  all  of  St.  Mary’s 
County.  [Maryland  Wills  (Annapolis) 

7-190;  7-1345  7-383-] 

William  Husband  was  chosen  on  April 
23,  1791,  member  of  a  special  jury  to  try 
John  Woodwill  and  others  for  murder. 
[Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Maryland,  1687—1693,  p.  248.] 
He  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Maryland  to  be  a  “Gentle¬ 
man  Justice”  of  the  County  of  St.  Mary’s, 
and  was  confirmed  by  the  Council  of  the 
Province  on  January  3,  1694.  He  was  re¬ 
appointed  for  a  second  term  July  10, 
1696,  and,  for  a  third  term,  June  1,  1697. 
[Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Maryland,  1687-93,  p.  248; 
1694-97,  pp.  190,  465.] 

On  pages  538,  539,  and  540  of  the 
Proceedings  of  1694-97,  occurs  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  signed  by  William  Husbands,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  attempt  by  a  Catholic  upon 
the  life  of  the  Protestant  king,  William 
III  of  England.  Maryland,  at  this  time, 
held  the  largest  group  of  Catholics  in 
America;  hence  the  strongly  Protestant 
sentiments  of  the  address: 

Maryland  ss. 

The  humble  and  Loyall  Address  of  yor  Mats 
Subjects  in  yor  Mats  Province  of  Maryland. 

Dread  Soveraign 

Tis  the  Remoteness  of  our  habitations  and 
not  the  less  fervency  of  our  Affections  which 
makes  Us  (perhaps)  later  then  others  in  Ad¬ 
dressing  yor  Ma‘y  and  Joyning  with  the  rest 
of  yor  Loyall  Subjects  in  Congratulating  yor 
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deliverence  from  the  horrid  designed  Assassina¬ 
tion  against  yor  Sacred  person  for  wch  we  mag- 
nifye  Gods  mercy  and  acknowledge  his  provi¬ 
dence  Looking  upon  all  Engaged  therein,  as 
prodigious  monsters  of  ingratitude  and  Dis¬ 
loyalty  who  not  Content  undr  yor  Mats  most 
Serene  Governm1  To  Enjoy  their  proportion 
of  Advantages  purchased  by  yor  Subjects  by 
the  Toyl  and  hazard  of  yor  Sacred  Person 
Endeavored  to  prostitute  them  to  fforreign 
Vassalage  and  Tyranny,  It  is  mannifest  our 
Enemies  dispair  of  p’vailing  agt  Us  undr  yor 
Mats  inimitable  Conduct  which  made  them 
attempt  by  one  Single  Stroake  Levelled  at  yor 
Mats  person  not  only  to  wound  and  weaken 
all  English  hearts,  but  all  Europe  in  Con¬ 
federacy  with  yor  Ma'y.  We  all  therefore  in 
this  our  lower  Station  Desiring  to  Demonstrate 
our  Selves  Loyall  Subjects  to  yor  Ma1?  and 
true  Englishmen  by  concurring  in  their  Just 
Resentments  of  so  flagicious  a  design  doe  with 
thm  heartily  Sincerely  &  solemnly  profess 
Testifye  &  declare  that  ye  Ma'y  is  rightfull 
&  lawful  King  of  the  Realm  of  England  & 
all  the  Dominions  thereunto  belonging  And 
we  doe  mutually  promise  &  Engage  to  Stand 
by  &  Assist  Each  other  to  the  Utmost  of  our 
power  in  the  Support  and  Defense  of  yor  Mats 
Governm1  against  the  late  King  James  and  all 
his  Adherents  According  to  An  Act  made  in 
the  ffirst  year  of  yor  Malr  and  of  our  late  most 
gracious  Queen  Mary  of  Blessed  Memory  En- 
tituling  an  Act  declaring  the  rights  &  Lib¬ 
erty’s  of  the  Subjects  &  setling  the  succession 
of  the  Crown  And  to  the  same  shall  Ever  add 
our  Earnest  Prayers  thl  God  would  lengthen 
yor  days  and  Continue  you  among  Us  in  all 
happiness  to  the  Joy  of  yor  people  and  the 
Terrour  of  yor  Enemies;  and  that  yor  Ter- 
restriall  Glory  here  may  be  Succeeded  by  that 
of  Eternity. 

Signed  by  the  Justices,  Grand  Jury,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Prov11  Court.  .  .  . 


Signed  by  the  Civill  Officers  and  Magis¬ 
trates  &cca  of  St.  Maries  County.  .  .  . 

Wm  Husbands  [and  others] 

William  Husbands,  while  a  gentleman 
justice  of  St.  Mary’s  County,  was  sum¬ 
moned,  as  a  special  commissioner,  to  at¬ 
tend  a  meeting  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  Maryland,  viz.: 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Port  of  Annapolis 
the  23d  day  of  Decemr  1697,  the  ninth 
year  of  his  Majties  Reign 

Present 

His  Exncy  ffrancis  Nicholson  Esqr 
Capt  Genrll  &ca  Sr  Thom5  Laurence, 
Baront  Secy,  Coll0  Henry  Iowles,  Edwd 
Randolph  Esqr. 

His  Exncy  representing  to  the  Board  how 
that  this  happy  and  joyfull  news  of  a  Peace  and 
for  setling  the  matter  about  the  Indians 
Rangers  and  other  Reasons  he  holds  it  neces¬ 
sary  tD  a  Council  be  appointed  to  meet,  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  consult  the  calling  of  an  Assem¬ 
bly  &  therefore  Ordered  that  for  the  better 
convenience  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cills  meeting  that  live  in  the  lower  Counties, 
the  Councill  do  meet  &  sit  at  Battell  Town  in 
Calvert  County  the  nth  day  Gf  Ianry  next  en¬ 
suing,  and  that  his  Majties  Receivers  together 
wth  the  Collectors  &  Navall  Officers  on  this 
side  the  Bay,  be  summoned  then  &  there  to  ap¬ 
pear,  as  also  Mr  Robert  Mason  (if  able)  to¬ 
gether  wth  J0hn  Shanks,  Richard  Cloud,  Philip 
Clarke,  Willm  Taylard,  Sam11  Cooksey,  Willm 
Husbands:  Notley  Maddox  Mary  Vanswarin- 
ghen,  Capt  IQhn  Bayne,  Major  Willm  Dent, 
Mr  George  Lingan,  and  Mr  lames  Cranford. 
And  thl  the  Sh’fF  of  St.  Maries  County  take 
care  to  provide  two  good  Boats  and  hands  to 
be  ready  at  Mr  Charles  Ashcombs  to  sett  them 
over  Patuxent  River  thl  live  on  that  side  .  .  . 
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The  following  Summons  pursuant  to  Ordr 
issued  Vizt  .  .  . 

By  his  Exncr  the  Governor  &  Councill  De¬ 
cern1-  23d  1697 

Ordered  that  the  Sheriff  of  Si  Maries 
County  do  upon  right  hereof  Sumons  Mr 
Richard  Cloud,  Mr  Sam11  Cooksey,  Mr  Willm 
Husbands,  Mr  Philip  Clarke,  George  Mus- 
champ  Esqr.  Mr  Sam11  Watkins,  Mr  Will01 
Taylard,  Mrs  Mary  Vanswaringhen,  In0 
Shanks  and  Notley  Maddox,  that  all  excuses 
set  apart  they  &  every  of  them  be  &  personally 
appear  before  his  Exncy  in  Councill  at  Battell 
Town  in  Calvert  County  the  IIth  day  of 
Ianuary  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof ;  whereof 
they  are  in  no  wise  to  fade  at  their  perill;  and 
for  the  ready  &  best  conveyance  of  the  said 
Persons  over  Patuxent  River  Ordered  to  pro¬ 
vide  two  good  Substantial  Boats  and  hands  to 
lye  ready  at  Mr  Charles  Ashcombes  Plantation 
upon  Patuxent  River  for  the  end  &  purpose 
aforesaid  and  to  give  the  said  persons  sum¬ 
moned  severally  notice  thereof ;  And  lastly  Mr 
Rob1  Mason  high  Sherriff  of  Sc  Maryes  County 
is  likewise  to  make  his  own  personal  appear¬ 
ance,  at  the  time  &  place  aforesaid;  if  please 
God  he  should  become  capable  to  travell  by 
that  time;  and  that  he  bring  his  Books  of  ac¬ 
counts  wth  him  pursuant  to  former  Order. 

Signed  p  Ordr  Hen:  Denton  Cl.  Concil. 

The  minutes  of  the  abovesaid  meeting 
of  January  11,  1697/8  contain  two  refer¬ 
ences  to  William  Husbands: 

The  rest  of  the  persons  summoned  were 
called  over  and  accordingly  appeared  Kenelm 
Cheseldyn  Esqr.  Mr  Plater,  Mr.  Muschamp, 
Major  William  Dent,  Mr  Wattkins,  Mr 
Cloud,  Mr  Cooksey,  Mr  Husbands,  Mrs  Van- 
swaringen,  John  Shanks  and  Notley  Maddox. 

His  Exncr  is  pleased  to  tell  them  that  he 
had  a  matter  to  impart  to  thm  which  did  not 
only  concern  himself e,  but  the  Creditt  and 
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reputation  of  the  whole  Countrey,  Being  some 
complaints  made  by  one  Mr  Gerrard  Slye, 
form’d  into  severall  Articles  of  charge  against 
him  &  laid  before  their  Exncrs  the  Lords  Ius- 
tices  of  England  wherein  they  are  said  to  be 
wittnesses  to  attest  the  truth  thereof,  upon  wc)l 
account  they  were  now  summoned  and  there¬ 
fore  did  require  that  they  would  answer  sev¬ 
erally  upon  their  Oaths  what  they  had  to  say 
in  every  of  the  said  articles. 

Articles  of  Charge  agc  ffrancis  Nicholson 
Govern1-  of  Maryland  &ca  .  .  . 

[Charge]  14th,  Article  read;  Vizt.  He  hath 
Erected  a  Town  in  a  very  ill  remote  place  of 
the  Province  which  he  hath  named  Annaplis, 
where  he  holds  the  Provincial  Court,  enjoyned 
all  officers  to  live  there,  hath  put  the  Countrey 
to  an  unreasonable  charge  thereby  to  no  pur¬ 
pose — and  to  add  to  the  charge  an  ill  con¬ 
venience,  Ordered  all  manner  of  persons  that 
hath  business  at  common  law  or  Chancery  to 
come  there  on  all  occasions,  and  also  sum¬ 
moned  all  manner  of  persons,  bearing  any  sort 
of  Office  to  attend  there  to  no  purpose  but  to 
expence  &  trouble. 

Mr  Richard  Cloud,  Mr  Willm  Husbands,  & 
Notley  Mattox,  Witnesses  nominated  to  attest 
the  said  Article,  were  called  and  sworne  in 
like  manner  as  the  former,  to  say  the  truth  of 
their  knowledge  concerning  the  said  Article, 
wch  was  read  unto  them;  who  upon  their  Oaths 
do  say  they  are  well  enough  satisfyed  wth  An¬ 
napolis  &  have  nothing  to  object  against  it. 
[ Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Maryland 
1696/7-98,  pp.  343,  344,  374,  376,  377.] 

There  is  nothing  further  of  record  as 
to  William  Husband  in  the  county  of  St. 
Mary’s,  Maryland.  He  wrote  his  surname 
without  the  final  letter  s,  as  did  most  of 
his  descendants  except  through  his  eldest 
son.  He  removed  to  Shrewsbury  Parish, 
Kent  County,  Maryland,  shortly  before 
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November  14,  1699,  on  which  day  he  wit¬ 
nessed  the  deed  of  Charles  James  to  John 
Wats.  [Kent  County  Deed  Book ,  I— 177.] 
The  vestry  records  of  Shrewsbury  Parish 
are  lost  prior  to  November  8,  1701,  and 
are  fragmentary  until  1714.  William 
Husband  had  been  in  the  parish,  and  a 
communicant  of  its  Episcopal  Church  long 
enough  before  April  4,  1702,  to  qualify 
as  a  vestryman: 

[Shrewsbury  Parish ,  Kent  County ,  Maryland , 

Vestry  Book  No.  II,  p.  2]  : 

Aprill  the  4th  1702.  The  Vesterrey  of 
Shrosbury  parish  meett  at  the  Church  of  sd 
Parish  in  order  to  agree  with  Mr  Richard 
Sewell  for  his  Services  the  Ensueing  yeare. 
We  of  the  Vesterrey  Doe  [missing  words] 
Mr.  Richard  Sewell  the  [ .  .  .  ]  pounds  of 
tob:  [acco]  of  the  [illegible  word]  said  parish 
for  [illegible  words]  Edward  Blay,  Phillip 
Hopkins,  Wm  Husband.  [The  last  name  is 
twice  signed  on  the  same  page.] 

Shrewsbury  Parish,  Kent  County,  was 
also  called  South  Sassafras  Parish.  It  was 
separated  from  North  Sassafras  Parish, 
Cecil  County,  by  the  Sassafras  River, 
which  also  separated  the  county  of  Kent 
from  the  county  of  Cecil.  William  Hus¬ 
band  did  not  buy  or  sell  land  in  the  county 
of  Kent.  He  had  left  that  county  by  1703, 
by  crossing  the  Sassafras  River  into  North 
Sassafras  Parish,  also  called  St.  Stephen’s, 
in  Cecil  County,  where  he  remained  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  The  old  parish  church 
of  Shrewsbury,  or  South  Sassafras,  is  at 
Harmony,  near  Locust  Grove  P.  O.  Both 
parishes  of  South  Sassafras  and  North 
Sassafras  were  served  by  the  Rev.  Richard 
Sewall. 

William  Husband  is  not  of  record  as 


having  held  public  office  in  Cecil  County. 
He  is  first  recorded  in  that  county  on 
January  9,  1704,  as  a  witness  to  a  deed 
by  John  Oliver  to  Quintin  Crafford  of 
Road  Island  in  New  England.  [Cecil 
County  Deed  Book,  I- 428.]  On  March 
20,  1 71 2/13,  William  Husband  wit¬ 
nessed  the  will  of  Thomas  Cox,  of  Cecil 
County,  and  on  July  18,  1713,  he  ap¬ 
praised  that  estate.  [Maryland  Wills 
{Annapolis)  .\  He  must  have  rented  or 
leased  land  for  his  own  use  as  he  did  not 
purchase  land  in  Cecil  County  until  1716. 
This  land  bordered  upon  the  extreme 
northeast  corner  of  Chesapeake  Bay, 
called  Elk  River,  lying  south  of  where 
Bohemia  River  enters  Elk  River,  viz. : 

[Maryland  Provincial  Court  Records,  Liber 

T.  P.  4  {1708  to  1719),  p.  366.  Abstract]  : 

TO  ALL  CHRISTIAN  PEOPLE  to 
whome  these  presents  shall  come.  WEE  James 
Harris  and  Eliza  his  wife  of  the  County  of 
Kent  in  the  province  of  Maryland  send  Greet¬ 
ing.  KNOW  YEE  that  whereas  Charles,  Late 
Lord  Baltimore,  absolute  Lord  and  proprietor 
of  the  province  afd  of  Noble  Memory  did 
under  the  Lessor  Seale  of  his  province  bearing 
date  Sometime  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  Eighty  five  Grant  unto  Edward  Jones 
by  the  name  of  Edward  Jones  Gent  of  Cecill 
County  Warr1  for  the  takeing  up  and  Survey¬ 
ing  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Land 
in  Cecill  County  according  to  his  Lordshipp’s 
Condition  of  Plantatns,  by  Vertue  of  the  said 
Warrt  upon  the  Sixth  Day  of  July  Anno  one 
thousand  six  hundred  Eighty  five  was  Sur¬ 
veyed  and  plotted  by  Thos.  Lytfoot  Depty  Sur¬ 
vey1,  for  Cecill  County  as  by  the  Cert,  of  Sur¬ 
vey  returned  into  his  Lordship’s  Land  office 
where  it  doth  or  may  more  at  large  appear 
(vizt)  Laid  out  for  Edward  Jones  of  Cecill 
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County  Gentln  a  parcell  of  Land  Called  Pros¬ 
perity  lying  in  the  County  afd  and  upon  the 
East  side  of  a  river  Called  Elk  river  and  upon 
the  head  of  St  Albans  Creek  at  the  head  of  a 
parcell  of  Land  Called  Larramore  neck  En¬ 
larged,  Beginning  at  the  branch  side  near  the 
horse  bridge  and  running  thence  Southwest 
and  by  South  bounding  on  the  said  Land  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pers  thence  South  East  one 
hundred  and  fifty  four  Perches  respecting  on 
the  South  a  parcell  of  Land  belonging  to  Mr 
Edward  Jones,  thence  North  East  and  by 
North  two  hundred  Seventy  four  perches 
towards  the  said  branch,  then  runing  North 
West  down  the  said  branch  one  hundred  and 
twenty  ps,  then  lastly  being  by  a  direct  Line  to 
the  first  begining,  Cont.  and  Laid  out  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  more  or  less,  to  be  held 
of  the  Mannor  of  Baltemore. 

NOW  KNOW  YEE  further  that  wee 
James  Harris  of  Kent  County  Gent,  and  Eliza 
his  wife  the  only  daughter,  heir  of  the  afd 
Mr  Edwd  Jones  of  Cecill  County  afd  dece’d, 
for  and  in  Considn  of  ten  pounds  Sters.  and 
thirty  three  pounds  new  Currance  in  hand  pd 
by  Wm  Husband  of  Cecill  County,  planter, 
...  do  grant,  Sell,  &c  .  .  .  unto  him  the 
said  Wm  Husband  and  his  sons  Wm  Husband 
and  Thos.  Husband  all  that  parcell  of  Land 
before  mentioned  Called  Prosperity  .  .  .  to¬ 
gether  with  all  and  every  the  rights  ec  .  .  . 
Royall  mines  Excepted  ...  To  have  and  to 
hold  ...  to  them  the  said  Wm  Husband  and 
his  sons  Wm  Husband  and  Thomas  Husband 
his  two  youngest  sons  and  their  heirs  .  .  . 
&c.  .  .  .  to  be  held  of  the  Lord  proprietarie 
that  now  is  under  certain  rents  and  Services 
According  to  the  Lordshipp’s  Conditions  of 
Plantations  .  .  . 

IN  TESTIMONY  thereof  we  ye  afd 
James  Harris  Gent,  and  Elizb  his  wife  have 
hereunto  Set  our  hands  and  Seals  this  24th  day 
of  Aprill  in  the  first  year  of  the  Domn  of 
Charles,  Lord  Baltr  that  now  is  under  age 
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annoq  Dom  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 
Sixteen 

James  Harris  [Seal] 

Signed  Sealed  and  delivered  in  ye  psence  of  us 
M.  Vanderheyden  James  ffrisley 

(Proved  in  court  April  24,  1716.) 

Six  months  after  that  first  purchase 
William  Husband  added  to  it  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  estates  called  “Stillington”  and 
“Chance,”  viz.: 

[Cecil  County ,  Maryland ,  Deed  Book ,  No.  5, 

p.  97.  Abstract] : 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  of  October  Anno  Domini  one  Thou¬ 
sand  Seven  hundred  &  Sixteen  &  in  the  third 
year  of  ye  Reign  of  our  Soverign  Lord  George 
by  ye  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Brittaine  France, 
King,  Defender  of  ye  faith  &c.  BETWEEN 
Edward  Warner  of  London,  Merchant,  of 
the  one  part,  &  William  Husbands  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Maryland  in  America,  Planter,  of  the 
other  part  WITNESSETH  that  the  said  Ed¬ 
ward  Warner  for  and  in  Consideraccon  of  the 
Sum  of  one  Hundred  Pounds  of  Lawful 
Money  of  Great  Britaine  to  him  in  hand  paid 
at  or  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  hereof, 
the  said  Edward  Warner  doth  hereby  acknowl¬ 
edge  &  thereof  doth  Acquitt  &  discharge  the 
ye  sd  William  Husbands  his  Exors:  Admors 
&  Assigns  &  every  of  them  by  these  presents 
Hath  bargained  and  Sold  and  by  these  presents 
doth  bargaine  &  Sell  unto  Ye  sd  William 
Husbands  his  Exors,  Admors  &  Assigns  all  that 
tract  or  parcell  of  Land  and  Plantation  called 
Stillington  Containing  now  laid  out  for  one 
hundred  &  Sixty  Acres,  more  or  less  lying  on 
the  East  side  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  on  the 
North  Side  of  a  River  Called  Sassafras  River 
in  the  County  of  Baltimore  &  Cecil,  or  one  of 
them,  in  the  Province  of  Maryland  .  .  .  [the 
bounds  are  given  in  full  in  a  later  deed]  .  .  . 
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&  alsoe  all  that  other  Tract  or  parcell  of  Land 
[called]  Chance,  containing  by  Estimation 
Sixty  five  acres  more  or  less,  adjoining  to  ye 
afd  Land  called  Stillington  .  .  .  together  with 
all  &  Singular  houses,  outhouses,  Edifices,  or¬ 
chards  gardens  Woods,  underwoods,  fences, 
Paths,  Passages,  Waters,  Water  Courses, 
Proffits,  Commodities,  hereditaments  and  Ap¬ 
purtenances  Whatsoever  to  ye  sev’all  Tracts 
or  parcells  of  Land  or  Plantation  belonging 
...  TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  .  .  . 
unto  the  said  William  Husbands  his  heirs  and 
assigns  to  ye  only  proper  use  &  behoofe  of  ye 
said  William  Husbands  his  heirs  &  assigns  for¬ 
ever  .  .  .  and  ye  said  Edward  Warner  .  .  . 
doth  appoint  in  his  place  and  stead  James 
Heath  &  James  Harris  of  the  province  of 
Maryland  Gent;  for  him  &  in  his  name  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  in  Maryland  aforesaid  according 
to  the  custome  of  the  said  province  the  said 
Indres  of  Lease  &  Release  .  .  . 

In  Witness  whereof  ye  said  Edward 
Warner  hath  hereunto  put  his  hand  &  Seale 
this  eighteenth  day  of  Octobr  &  in  ye  third 
year  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  by  the 
Grace  of  god  of  Great  Brittaine  france  &  Ire¬ 
land  King,  defender  of  the  faith  &c.  Annoq 
Domini  1716. 

Edward  Warner 

Sealed  &  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us:  John 
Giles,  John  Barton,  Richard  Reynolds 

[On  the  back  of  the  deed  was  endorsed]  — 
“Cecil  County  Maryland  25th  October  1717: 

Then  came  before  us  James  Harris  Esqr. 
atty  in  fact  for  Mr.  Edward  Warner,  Mer¬ 
chant  in  London  as  p  Letter  of  Attorney  dated 
the  eighteenth  day  of  October  1716  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  within  Deed  for  ye  use  of 
Wm  &  Thomas  Husbands,  their  heirs  &  As¬ 
signs  forever  by  Devise  to  them  by  ye  Last 
Will  &nd  Testament  of  ye  menconed  William 
Husband  theire  said  father 

Acknowledged  before  us  as  above  said,  two 


of  his  Lordship’s  justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  afs’d. 

Matth:  Van  bebber.  Stephen  Knight. 

Recorded  November  ye  29th  Annoq.  Dom 
1 7 1 7  p  Jn°  Dowall  Clk.” 

[P.  1 19.]  Deed  dated  on  18  Oct.,  1716, 
whereby  the  same  Edward  Warner  of  Lon¬ 
don,  merchant,  sold  to  the  said  Wm  Husbands 
for  £100.  the  65  acres  called  Chance ,  adjoin¬ 
ing  to  the  Stillington  land  taken  up  originally 
by  one  “Oxen  still”  which  the  said  Warner 
had  purchased  20  Nov.,  1701,  from  John 
Silk,  “Citizen  &  Pewterer  of  London  &  Mary 
his  wife,  then  late  Mary  Wilde,  relict  of 
Abraham  Wilde  of  the  Parish  of  Stepney  in 
ye  Coly  of  Middle  Sex,  England,  Mariner, 
deceased.” 

William  Husband  died  before  James 
Harris,  attorney  of  Edward  Warner,  had 
appeared  in  court  to  acknowledge  the 
transfer  of  the  said  land,  hence,  the  con¬ 
firmation,  when  made  in  October,  1717, 
was  made  to  his  two  sons,  William  and 
Thomas.  Mary,  wife  of  William  Hus¬ 
band,  Senior,  seems  to  have  predeceased 
him,  as  she  is  not  mentioned  in  his  will: 

[ Elkton ,  Cecil  County ,  Maryland.  Original 

will  of  William  Husband ]  : 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  I  Will™  Hus¬ 
band  of  Sessill  County  in  the  province  of 
Maryland  being  sick  and  weak  of  body  but  of 
perfect  mind  and  memory  praise  be  to  all- 
mighty  god.  Doe  ordain  this  my  Laste  Will 
and  Testament  in  manner  and  forme  follow¬ 
ing  firste  and  principally  I  commend  my  Soul 
into  ye  hands  of  Allmighty  god  who  gave  itt 
me  &c 

fjirst ,  I  will  that  my  debts  and  funarall 
Charge  be  paid  and  discharged  as  soon  as 
convenient  time  w11  admitt  of  Likewise  I  doe 
revoake  all  former  wills  by  me  made  and  doe 
ordain  and  appoint  this  my  last  will  pforme 
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following,  the  rest  to  be  bestowed  as  by  this 
my  last  will  is  expressed 

It.  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  Sons  all  the  two 
tracks  of  land  I  now  live  on  called  Stelington 
and  Chaunce  Containing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acors,  and  ye  other  Sixty  five  acors  by  con- 
veiance  from  Mr  Edwd  Warner  of  London 
to  me  as  by  conveiances  will  more  att  Large 
appeare;  itt  is  Likewise  my  will  that  ye  new 
home  be  Securly  lofted  and  maid  Secure  to 
Keep  Such  things  in  as  I  shall  appoint,  viz,  two 
Chests  of  my  one  and  three  Chests  of  Thos’ 
Scorryes  Children’s  and  one  of  my  Son  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  there  to  be  Continewed  till  my  Son 
Willm  Husband  com  to  ye  age  of  twenty  one 
years. 

It.  I  give  to  my  son  Thos  Husband  my  horse 
Called  Champion  and  ye  horse  that  came 
Brookses  and  one  ould  mare  and  her  Colte, 
and  one  mare  Called  Jeney  mare,  and  one 
mare  called  bonne 

Item y  I  give  to  my  Son  Thos  and  my  Son 
William  and  Daughter  Hannah  Husband  all 
my  Stock  of  Cattle  Hoggs  and  Sheape  to  be 
Equally  devided  between  my  said  Sons  and 
Daughter,  and  she  to  take  her  parte  away  from 
ye  plantation 

Item ,  I  give  to  my  Sons  William  and  Thos 
Husband  all  my  neagroes  to  be  devided  be¬ 
tween  them  equally,  and  all  ye  Iron  work 
that  belong  to  me,  to  be  equally  devided  betwen 
ye  above  sd  Willm  and  Thos 

Itm,  I  give  my  two  Sons  Wm  and  Thos  and 
daughter  Hannah  Husband  all  my  beds  and 
furneture  to  be  Equally  devided  amongst  them 
three 

Itm  I  give  to  my  son  James  Husband  all 
that  parcell  of  land  belonging  to  me  Called 
Scanterbury  being  aboute  two  hundred  acors. 
Respect  being  had  to  ye  conveiance. 

And  all  my  moveable  Estate  nott  mentioned 
to  be  Equally  devided  between  my  two  Sons 
Willm  &  Thos.  and  daughter  Hannah  Husband 

Itt  is  my  Will  and  meaning  that  I  Leave 


my  Son  Willm  Husband  and  my  daughter 
Hannah  my  full  and  Sole  Exrs  of  this  my 
Laste  will  and  testamente,  and  all  manner  of 
debts  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  me  by 
bills,  bond,  acct,  or  otherwise  to  be  Equally 
devided  betwen  my  two  Sons  Wm  &  Thos  and 
daughter  Hannah  Husband,  in  case  that  my 
son  Wm  Husband  shall  die  wth  oute  Issue  then 
to  my  two  gransons  Thos  Scurre  and  John 
Husband 

And  I  doe  heare  by  Revoake  disannul  and 

mak  void  all  former  wills  and  testaments  by 

me  heare  to  fore  maid,  in  wittness  whereof  I 

have  heare  unto  Sett  my  hand  and  seale  this 

twenty  fifth  day  of  March  in  ye  year  of  our 

Lord  god  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 

seventeen.  r  n 

WM  Husband  [seal] 

Signed,  Sealed  and  delivered  in  ye  presents  of 
us  Thomas  Marcer 

her 

Catheren  X  Dawson 
mark 

B.  Pearce 


May  the  8th  1717.  Then  came  Benjamin 
Pearce  Thomas  Marcer  &  Catharine  Dawson, 
the  wittnesses  of  the  within  will  of  William 
Husband,  deceas’d  in  Ceacill  County  and  tooke 
their  Solem  oath  on  the  holy  Evangelist  that 
they  saw  the  Testator  pronounce  Signe  seale 
and  deliver  the  aboave  as  his  last  will  &  Tes- 
tamt,  and  that  at  the  time  of  his  doeing  So  hee 
was  of  Sound  Sence  &  Memory 

before  mee  M.  Vanderheyden  Depty 
Comissares  County  Ceacill 


The  seal  of  red  wax  upon  this  will  is  so 
broken  as  to  prevent  the  deciphering  of 
the  device  with  which  the  wax  was 
stamped.  The  real  estate  of  the  deceased 
was  not  appraised.  The  inventory  and  ap¬ 
praisal  of  the  personal  estate  reveals  prop¬ 
erty  worth  above  $4,000  by  the  present 
standard  of  money. 
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\_Annafolis ,  Maryland..  Land  Office.  Inventories  ft?  Accounts,  Liber  No.  57  (77/(5—77);  folios 
163  to  i6y\ : 


A  True  and  perfect  Inventory  taken  of  the  Goods  Chatles  and  Credits  of  William  Husband 
of  Cecill  County  Deceased  and  appraised  by  William  Veazey  and  Benjamin  Cox  appraisers  May 
the  10th  1717. 

L:  sh:  pence 


To  6  Cows  and  Calfes  at  45  s  each  and  4  ditto  Drye  at  40  s  each  and  7  5-year  old  steers 
at  5  os 

To  6  2  year  old  steers  at  18  s  each  and  one  three  year  old  steer  30  s 

To  one  young  bull  one  yearling  21s  and  3  two  year  old  heafers  16  s  each 

To  3  two  year  old  steers  17  s  each  and  22  sheep  at  6  s  each  and  eleven  Lambs  at  6  s  each 

To  2  Mares  and  2  Cooults  at  50  s  each  and  one  young  mare  and  Colt  40  s 

To  one  horse  at  L  3—10  s  and  one  mare  and  Coult  called  Cuty  50  s 

To  164  year  old  barrow  hoggs  at  16  each 

To  7  sows  at  7  s  each  and  seventeen  shoats  at  3  s  each  and  9  young  barrows  at  8  s  each 
To  6  piggs  at  3  s  and  2  Carpenters  Adds  old  3  s  and  2  old  hand  saws  3  s  and  2  old  broad 
Axes  4  s 

To  4  pair  of  iron  hooks  and  hinges  6  s  and  4  old  Augers  3  s 
To  2  old  Wimele  bitts  and  2  Chissells  one  gouge  2  s  one  spike  Gimlet  6  d 
To  2  hoes  and  2  Coopers  Axes  one  Carpenters  iron  square  12  s  one  small  pair  of  Stilliards 
4s 

To  2  old  Drawing  knives  2  s  to  5  falling  Axes  6  s  6  d  and  5  old  hilling  hoes  4  s 

To  2  old  spades  3  s  6  d  and  4  old  Seckels  i6d  and  2  pairs  of  Sheep  Sheares  i6d 

To  2  hamers  I4d  and  3  old  iron  Wedges  3  s  and  and  one  iron  pestell  2s  6 

To  5  weeding  hoes  4  s  one  pair  of  large  stilliards  13  s  and  a  parcell  of  old  iron  5  s 

To  3  pair  iron  Compasses  1  d  and  3  files  18  d  and  2  Crosscut  Saws  12s 

To  2  Cooper’s  Adds  2  s  one  iron  pestell  more  3  s  to  one  bell  Mettells  mortar  and  pestell 

To  one  pair  of  hand  Millstones  20  s  and  one  Mattock  2  s  and  one  Cane  2  s  6  d 

To  2  frying  panns  3  s  and  2  brass  Kettles  32  s  and  1  Ditto  Less  4  s 

To  2  Small  Skilletts  9  s  and  4  iron  potts  32  s  and  2  Ditto  Less  5  s 

To  1  Brass  Tobacco  box  1  s  one  old  Linnen  Spinning  Wheele  4  s 

To  Wearing  apearell  at  5  £  10  s  to  one  Grubing  Syth  1  s — 2  brass  Candellsticks  4 

To  one  iron  dripping  pann  4  s  one  Spitt  2  s  6  d  one  pair  of  old  hand  irons  one  broke  2  s 

To  2  brass  Laddels  and  2  brass  Skimmers  one  iron  Laddel  4  s  6  d  one  iron  Candell  Stick  1  s 

To  2  box  irons  one  of  them  old  5  s  6  d 

To  80  lbs.  of  pewter  53  s  4  d  and  10  lbs  of  old  Ditto  at  6  d  is  5  s  and  21  Spoones  21  d 

To  a  parcell  of  earthen  ware  5  s  and  a  parcell  of  wooden  ware  10  s  6  d 

To  one  Small  case  and  bottles  5  s  and  one  Large  Lanthorne  2  s  6  d 

To  one  old  pewter  tankard  2  s  and  two  Small  Chests  8  s 

To  one  old  Spining  Linnen  Wheele  4  s  and  one  Wier  Seive  3  s 

To  one  Gunn  12  s  and  one  Cabinet  6  s  and  one  pair  of  hand  bellows  2  s 

To  one  Carbinemore  6  s  and  one  Earthen  potte  2 

To  a  parcell  of  Books  12  s  and  one  Large  Bible 

To  one  frying  pann  18  d  and  a  flax  hackell  5s  and  2  hair  Sefters  i8d 

To  one  Reving  Seive  1  s  one  warming  4  s  one  old  Grater  4  d 

To  one  Chest  5  s  to  4  tinn  panns  3  s  and  6  weeding  hoes  6  s 

To  one  broad  Ax  and  hatchet  4  s  and  a  parcell  of  half  Crowne  Nailes  3  s 
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L:  sh:  pence 


To  one  pair  of  small  Hinges  I  s  a  small  chest  3  s  6  d 
To  230  lbs.  of  Nailes  at  5  d  pr  lb 

To  27  pound  of  feathers  at  27  s  and  a  pair  of  pistolls  and  houlsters  13  s 
To  one  Lame  Negroe  Man  15  L  and  one  negroe  woman  21  L 
To  one  Negroe  boy  14  L  one  Negroe  Girl  10  L  one  Negroe  Childe  5  L 
To  one  Servant  Woman  8  L  and  one  Swon  and  baggonitts  3  s 

To  a  Small  parcell  of  inch  Rope  4  s  to  2  old  plough,  Shears  and  horse  tackling  1 3  s 
To  one  old  Chafing  Dish  1  s  to  4  old  Shirts 

To  2  pairs  of  Mans  Shoes  8  s  and  2  pairs  of  worsted  Stockings  2  s  and  a  hatt  8  s 
To  7  yards  of  ozenbreggs  at  6  d  pr.  yard  and  4  yards  of  other  Linnin  at  4  d  pr  yard 
To  18  and  a  half  yards  of  thick  at  12  d  pr  yd. 

To  1 9  yards  of  Dowlas  at  1 5  d  pr  yard  and  1 3  Ells  oxinbrigs  at  7  d  pr  Ell 

To  3  yards  and  J4  of  Canvis  2  s  6  d  and  10  yards  of  Course  Dowlas  at  12  d 

To  24  Ells  of  Course  Linnen  at  9  d  and  28  Ells  of  Ozenbrigg  at  7  d 

To  16  Y  yds.  of  ticking  at  1 1  d  and  one  peice  of  blew  Druggets  50  s 

To  36  yards  of  Course  Linnen  at  5  d  per  yard 

To  13  Ells  of  Course  Linnens  at  5  d  per  Ell 

To  4  Drest  Skinns  17  s  and  13  yds.  of  peniston  at  16  d 

To  12  yds  of  homemade  Cloth  at  2  s  pr  yard 

To  8  yards  of  frise  at  i6d  and  10  yds  of  Sarge  at  15  d  pr  yd 

To  3  Y  yds  of  Carsey  3  s  1  d  and  5  yds  of  peniston  at  1 5  d 

To  6  Y\  of  white  ozenbrigs  at  11  d  a  Suit  of  Curtain  and  Vallins  20  s 

To  4  and  ^2  yds  of  homemade  Cloth  9  s  and  4  yards  of  Swan  skinns  at  1 3  d 

To  20  yards  of  Stuff  at  5  d  and  10  yds  of  bedtick  at  15  d 

To  2  yards  of  penistons  2  s  6  d  and  one  pair  of  Taylors  Sheers  10  d 

To  one  Dozen  of  pewter  plates  9  s  and  2  yds  °f  flannell  1  s  8  d 

To  one  Small  Trunk  with  Some  Thread  buttons  pinns  and  knifes  in  it 

To  a  Small  old  Trunk  1  s  and  a  parcell  of  3  p  Nailes  is 

To  a  paper  of  Crown  Nailes  18  d  and  8  Ells  of  Dowlas  at  14  d 

To  2  Ells  of  white  ozenbrigs  1  s  9  d 

To  2  yds  of  Red  Seloon  at  2  s  4  d  and  5  old  Sheets  at  16  s 

To  one  book  of  Renting  6  s  and  one  Table  Cloth  and  7  Napkins  7  s 

To  one  Feather  bed  boulster  a  pair  of  Sheets  one  old  blanket  and  Rugg  Some  furniture 

To  2  old  feather  bed  2  Ruggs  2  blanketts  &  a  pair  of  Sheets 

To  one  old  Trunk  2  s  6  d  and  one  old  Chest  &  2  Syder  Casks  and  Some  Tubbs  8  s 
To  one  Double  Tankard  and  one  quart  pott  one  Tinn  funnell 
To  one  old  Saddel  and  Curb  bridel 
To  Cash  at  10  L  2  s  4  d  and  Some  plate  I  L  8  s  6  d 

To  a  percell  of  Woole  10  s  and  10  pounds  of  Yarne  9  s  and  a  bead  Cord  1  s 

To  a  Cutting  Knife  1  s  and  more  plate  10  s  6  d 

To  a  pair  of  old  mony  Scales  and  weights  4  s  6  d  one  Gridiron  2  s 

To  one  Small  Table  and  Carpitt  4  s  and  one  pair  of  Leather  Stockins  old  I  s 

To  2  Grindstones  5  s  one  pair  of  horse  heames  1  s  a  pair  of  toe  Cards  1 5  d 

To  3  old  Chairs  2  s  one  pair  of  wool  Cards  18  d 

To  one  Rowling  pinn  1  s  and  2  Runletts  2  s 

To  Tobacco  Due  from  John  Cashner  800  lbs  at  1  d  pr 
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To  Cash  due  from  Thomas  Smith 

To  Tobacco  made  at  home  3736  lbs  at  1  d  pr  pound 

To  More  Tobacco  at  home  1070  at  1  d  pr  pound 

Greatest  Creditor 
John  Sincomb 
his 

Thomas  T  Husband 
mark 

Nearest  of  Kinn 

[Maryland  Land  Office }  Accounts ,  I— 404]  : 

The  Account  of  James  Husband  in  Right 
of  his  Brother  &  Sister  William  &  Hanah  Hus¬ 
band  Exrs  of  William  Husband  of  Ceacill 
County  deceased.  [He  lists  the  payments  of  all 
debts  due  from  the  estate,  amounting  to  £8 1 
ijs.  9 d.y  among  which  items  are]  : 

Paid  Mr  Peregrine  Frisley  as  prrect 
for  Quittrents  as  appear — 0550 
lbs.  tobacco. 

Of  ye  Funerall  Charges  of  father,  £6-0—0 
Of  Salary  at  10  p  cent —  7-8—10 

his  brother  &  sister  are  all  at  age  to 
receive  ye  Estate. 

Thos  Bordley,  Cornu  Gen11- 
April  13,  1719. 

The  children  of  William  Husband  and 
his  wife  Mary  were: 

(1)  John  Husband,  born  in  St.  Mary’s 
County,  Maryland,  who  married,  predeceased 
his  father,  and  left  issue  as  will  appear. 

(2)  A  daughter,  born  in  St.  Mary’s 
County,  Maryland,  who  married  Thomas 
Scarre,  Scorry  or  Scurry,  predeceased  her 
father,  and  left  issue  two  sons,  Thomas 
Scorry  (who  married  Mary  Price,  February 
28,  1738,  in  St.  Stephen’s  Parish)  and  Robert 
Scorry. 

(3)  James  Husband,  born  in  St.  Mary’s 


L:  sh:  pence 
0  3  10 

15  11  4 

492 

£269  7  4 

Will:  Veazey  [seal] 
his 

Benjamin  B  Cox  [seal] 
mark 


County,  Maryland,  who  married  in  St.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  (North  Sassafras)  Parish,  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  nine  months  after  the  will  of  his 
father  was  made — viz.:  “James  Husband  and 
Alice  Parr,  Widdow,  was  maryed  by  Mr 
Richd  Sewell,  Minister,  p.  License  the  first 
day  of  Janu  Anno  Dom  1717.”  [Register  of 
St.  Stefhen’s  Church ,  p.  10.]  James  Husband 
died  intestate  in  1738—9  leaving  widow  Alice, 
son  John,  and  daughters  Alice  and  Sarah. 
[Maryland  Land  Office ,  Accounts ,  18— 513.] 
The  widow  Alice,  died  on  December  12, 
1739,  leaving  a  nuncupative  will,  dated  De¬ 
cember  14,  1739,  proved  in  March,  1740,  be¬ 
queathing  her  thirds  of  the  estate  of  her  second 
husband,  James  Husband,  to  her  daughter  by 
her  first  husband,  namely,  Elizabeth  Parr,  and 
to  her  son,  John  Husband,  an  infant  slave. 
[Original  filed  will  at  Elkton ,  Maryland .] 
The  daughter  Alice,  or  Ailce,  Husband  fig¬ 
ures  in  Cecil  County  Court  Docket  Book  ij6 3 
(unpaged)  viz.:  “Criminal  Appearances 
Docket  for  November  Court  1763  .  .  .  S.B. 
13.  The  Lord  Proprietary,  2nd  Pluries,  a  Ailce 
Husbands.  Caps  [capias]  on  Presentment.  This 
ought  not  to  have  been  renewed.  Lordship’s 
Witnesses,  No  Witness,  Wm  Beedle,  Witness” 
[for  the  defence].  What  ever  the  presentment 
at  a  previous  court  was  for,  it  was  not  prose¬ 
cuted.  On  December  20,  1777,  Alphonse 
Comegys  of  Cecil  County,  farmer,  farm  let  to 
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Ailce  Husbands,  spinster,  of  same  county,  one- 
half  acre,  and  to  build  her  a  House  on  same, 
with  firewood,  pasturage,  and  two  creatures  on 
a  tract  called  Nonesogood  in  FinLand  for  her 
natural  life,  for  the  yearly  rent  of  £3  current 
money  of  Maryland  to  be  paid  at  old  Rates  in 
Work. 

The  daughter,  Sarah  Husband,  having  lost 
her  parents,  figures  in  Cecil  County  Court, 
Judgment  Record ,  1733  to  i74z>  Page  1 95 > 
viz.:  “August  Court  1741.  The  Lord  Propry 
a  Sarah  Husband.  Sarah  Husband  Confesseth 
to  have  Born  of  her  body  a  Base  Begotten  male 
child  and  Pays  a  fine  of  thirty  Shillings  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Cecil  County  for  the  Bastardy  afsd. 
Ordered  by  the  Court  that  she  give  security  for 
fees  and  to  Indemnifie  the  County.  Thereupon 
James  Paul  Heath  of  Cecil  County  Gentl?  here 
present  in  Court  Assumes  to  pay  the  ffees  due 
from  the  said  Sarah  to  the  Several  Officers  of 
this  Court  And  acknowledgeth  himself  In¬ 
debted  unto  the  Right  Honble  the  Lord  Pro¬ 
prietor  that  now  is  in  the  Sum  of  twenty 
pounds  Current  money  of  Maryland  upon 
Condition  he  doth  not  Indemnifie  the  County 
of  Cecil  from  maintaining  the  Base  Born 
Child  of  the  afsd.  Sarah  Husband.”  The  said 
Sarah  Husband,  married  Joshua  Meekings.  Her 
brother,  John  Husband,  died  on  June  19, 
1747,  unmarried  and  without  issue,  leaving  a 
nuncupative  will  proved  in  court  on  January 
20,  1747/8,  dividing  his  property  between  his 
half-sister,  Elizabeth  Parr,  and  his  full  sister, 
Sarah  (Husband)  Meekings’s  son,  Ephraim 
Meekings,  then  a  minor.  [ Maryland  Wills , 
Annafolis ,  Liber  D.D. ,  No.  4—283]  : 

(4)  William  Husband,  son  of  William 

and  Mary  ( - )  (Bowen)  Husband,  was 

born  about  the  year  1697  in  St.  Mary’s 
County,  Maryland.  He  was  a  minor  at  the 
date  of  his  father’s  will,  March  25,  1717.  He 
had  become  of  age  by  April  13,  1719.  His 
marriage  is  recorded  on  page  1 1  of  the  parish 
register  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  North  Sassa¬ 
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fras  Parish,  Cecil  County,  Maryland:  “Wm 
Husband  and  Mary  Kinkey,  spinster,  was 
maryed  by  Mr  Richd  Sewell,  Minister,  the  20th 
day  of  May  Anno  Dom  1720.”  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Herman  Kinkey,  a  German, 
whose  will  was  dated  April  22,  1723.  The 
will  of  this  William  Husband  was  dated  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1767,  and  proved  April  14,  1767. 
[ Filed  Wills ,  Elkton ,  Maryland .]  He  died  at 
his  home  the  “Leavill”  on  the  Octoraro,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Mary  Ann,  township  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  in  the  extreme  northwest  of  Cecil 
County,  whither  he  had  removed  by  1740 
from  the  east  side  of  Elk  River.  He  built  a 
brick  house  there,  which  is  still  standing,  bear¬ 
ing  his  initials,  etc.,  cut  in  stone  “W.H.  1740.” 
His  wife  survived  him  and  died  intestate.  The 
births  of  their  first  three  children  are  recorded 
in  the  register  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Cecil 
County: 

(a)  Hannah  Husband,  born  March  27, 
1721 ;  married  John  Stump. 

(b)  Herman  Husband,  born  October  3, 
1724.  He  became  the  famous  Regulator  in 
Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  and  later 
a  leader  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  married  ( 1 )  the  mother 
of  his  two  eldest  sons  John  and  Herman; 
(2)  Mary  Pugh  on  June  16,  1762;  (3) 
Emey  Allen,  a  Quakeress,  in  1766.  He  re¬ 
sided  from  1773  to  his  death  in  1795  in 
Bedford  (now  Somerset)  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  will  was  proved  there  on  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1795.  His  children  were  William 
of  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina,  and 
Christian  County,  Kentucky;  John  of  Ran¬ 
dolph  County,  North  Carolina,  Somerset 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  Henderson 
County,  Kentucky,  whose  will  was  proved 
in  July,  1812;  David ,  killed  by  Indians  in 
western  Kentucky;  Herman  of  Bedford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  died  without  issue; 
Isaac  of  Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania; 
Emey  who  married  Evans  Bennett;  Mary 
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who  married  David  Sheaffer;  Phebe  who 
married  Peter  Kimmel. 

(c)  William  Husband,  born  March  7, 
1726,  married  Elizabeth  Hopkins  and  died 
in  Baltimore  County,  Maryland,  in  1773, 
leaving  issue:  Elizabeth,  Susan,  Rachel,  and 
Mary. 

The  next  four  children  of  William  and 
Mary  (Kinkey)  Husband  are  recorded  in 
the  register  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
Ann,  Cecil  County: 

(d)  John  Husband,  born  March  31,  1729. 

He  followed  his  brother  Herman  Husband 
southward  by  1754,  settling  in  Anson 
County,  North  Carolina,  on  the  border  of 
South  Carolina.  He  was  overseer  of  the 
poor  of  St.  David’s  Church  at  Cheraw, 
South  Carolina,  in  1780.  He  died  in  17  90, 
leaving  a  will  proved  at  Wadesboro,  Anson 
County,  North  Carolina,  mentioning  sons 
Herman,  born  there  May  28,  1774,  died 
October  1,  1835,  in  Cheraw,  Chesterfield 
County,  South  Carolina;  James  Cole  Hus¬ 
band  born  there  1776,  died,  1853,  Marl¬ 
boro  County,  South  Carolina;  Ann;  and 
Nancy  Husband,  and  other  children,  in¬ 
cluding  the  son  William  Husband,  born  in 
Anson  County,  North  Carolina,  January  5, 
I  759,  who  applied  for  a  Revolutionary  war 
pension  on  September  26,  1832,  from 

Greenborough,  Greene  County,  Alabama. 

(e)  Thomas  Husband,  born  March  10, 
1731;  taxed,  as  a  bachelor  in  Cecil  County, 
Maryland,  1756;  and  similarly  taxed  in 
Baltimore  (now  Harford)  County  in  1756, 
1 75 7,  1758,  1759,  1760-61,  1762,  and 
1 7  63. 

(f)  “1732  March  10th.  Then  was  born  the 
daughter  of  William  Husbands.” 

(g)  Mary  Husband,  born  May  20,  1734. 

Five  more  children  of  William  and 
Mary  (Kinkey)  Husband  are  given  in  the 


Husband,  Hopkins,  and  Webster  Papers 
now  in  the  Maryland  Historical  Society. 

(h)  Joseph  Husband,  born  February  15, 
1736,  married  at  Deer  Creek  Monthly 
Meeting,  Maryland,  Mary  Pusey  (a  Quak¬ 
eress)  in  1764  and  died  at  his  home  “Lans- 
down”  (still  standing)  in  Glenville,  Har¬ 
ford  County,  Maryland,  leaving  issue: 
Joshua,  Mary,  Sarah,  Hannah,  William, 
Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Samuel,  and  Su¬ 
sanna. 

(i)  Catherine,  born  December  23,  1738; 
(j)  Margery,  born  March  27,  1741 ;  (k) 

Ann,  born  -  29,  1745;  and  (1)  Sarah 

Husband  born  October  26,  1748. 

(5)  Thomas  Husband,  son  of  William 

and  Mary  ( - )  (Bowen)  Husband,  born  in 

1702  according  to  his  deposition  of  May  19, 
1766,  in  Kent  County ,  Maryland ,  Deed  Book 
D.D.}  No.  3,  page  17;  married  (1)  Sarah 

( - )  1722  and  had  “Katherin  Husband 

daughter  of  Thos  Husband  and  Sarah  his  wife 
was  born  Septembr  the  Ist  1723.”  [Page  82 
of  Register  of  St.  Stephen's  Church ,  Cecil 
County.']  On  April  20,  1725,  he  sold  his  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  land  called  “Prosperity”  to  his 
brother  William.  [Cecil  County  Deeds , 
4—180.]  His  wife  Sarah  died  soon  afterward. 
He  removed  before  May  12,  1725,  to  Kent 
County,  Maryland,  marrying  there  the  Elinor 
Flynn,  named  as  his  wife  in  the  will  of  her 
father,  Daniel  Flynn,  proved  January  20, 
1738,  in  Kent  County,  Maryland.  He  received 
a  warrant  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Kent  County,  Maryland,  on  May  12,  1725; 
had  the  land  patented  to  him  by  Governor  Cal¬ 
vert  on  November  22,  1729.  [Maryland  Land 
Office  Patents ,  P.L.  No.  7-408.]  He  pur¬ 
chased  “Ruerdon,”  300  acres,  in  Kent  County, 
November  10,  1734.  [Kent  Deeds ,  27-85.] 
He  and  wife  Elinor  sold  fifty-three  acres  in 
Kent  County  on  March  21,  1733.  [Kent 
Deeds y  J.S.  2(5—449.]  She  was  alive  on  Au- 
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gust  23,  1749,  when  they  sold  100  acres  of 
Ruerdon.  \Kent  Deeds ,  26— 246.] 

This  Thomas  Husband,  after  being  an¬ 
nually  taxed  for  quitrents,  ceases  to  be 
mentioned  in  the  Debt  Books  (quitrents 
paid  yearly  by  landholders  to  the  Proprie¬ 
tary)  of  Kent  County,  in  1752.  While  in 
Kent  County  he  lived  near  Landford’s 
Bay,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
county,  far  from  Shrewsbury  Parish 
Church,  but  near  to  Quaker’s  Neck.  He 
does  not  appear  in  any  connection  in  the 
records  of  this  church,  nor  in  the  Quaker 
records  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  Kent 
County.  This  is  explicable  by  the  fact 
that  his  wife,  Elinor  Flynn,  was  a  Catho¬ 
lic,  and  her  father’s  will  stipulates  that  his 
children  are  “to  be  brought  up  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  faith.”  Thomas  Husband 
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died  intestate  in  1767,  and  his  brother, 
William  Husband  of  Cecil  County,  be¬ 
came  the  administrator  of  his  estate.  The 
original  bond  of  William  Husband  in  the 
sum  of  £500,  dated  October  22,  1767, 
with  Edward  Mitchell  and  John  Ward  as 
fellow-bondsmen,  is  on  file  in  the  probate 
office  at  Elkton,  Maryland.  No  inventory, 
appraisal,  or  record  of  settlement  of  the 
estate  of  Thomas  Husband  is  extant,  if 
any  of  them  was  brought  to  court.  This 
suggests  that  his  wife  Elinor  had  prede¬ 
ceased  him  and  that  his  only  living 
brother,  William  Husband,  was  the  heir. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  any  child  of  this 
Thomas  Husband’s  other  than  the  birth 
of  his  daughter  Kathrin,  by  his  first  wife 
Sarah,  September  1,  1723,  of  whom  no 
further  record  has  been  found. 


John"  Husband  of  Cecil  County,  Maryland 


OHN2  HUSBAND,  eldest  son  of 

William  and  Mary  ( - )  (Bowen) 

Husband,  born  between  1685  and 
1690,  when  his  parents  were  residing  in 
St.  Mary’s  County,  Maryland,  removed 
about  1698  with  them  to  Cecil  County. 

He  married  Sarah  ( - )  and  had  issue 

William,  Mary,  John,  and  Thomas.  He 
died  over  nine  months  before  his  father 
died,  and  about  eight  months  before  the 
latter  made  his  will  on  March  25,  1717. 
Consequently,  this  will  does  not  mention 
the  testator’s  eldest  son,  John;  instead, 
this  will  makes  the  deceased  John’s  son, 
aged  five  years,  an  heir  in  reversion.  This 
child,  John,  Junior,  was  the  testator’s  only 
grandson  named  John,  born  before  his 


death.  The  will  of  William  Husband,  the 
boy  John’s  grandfather,  thus  mentions  his 
grandson,  viz.,  “then  to  my  two  gransons 
Thos.  Scurre  and  John  Husband.”  [  Origi¬ 
nal  Filed  Will,  Elkton ,  Maryland .]  The 
testator,  William  Husband’s  eldest  son, 
John  Husband,  was  the  only  son  to  marry 
before  his  death.  The  births  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  John  Husband,  Senior,  by  his 

wife  Sarah  ( - )  are  recorded  in  the 

register  of  the  church  of  St.  Stephen  of 
the  parish  of  North  Sassafras,  Cecil 
County,  Maryland: 

[P-  77.]  William  sonn  of  John  Husband 
and  Sarah  his  Wife  was  born  the  second  Day 
of  January  Anno.  Dom  1708. 

[P.  77.]  Mary  Husband  daughter  of  John 
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Husband  and  Sarah  his  wife  was  born  the 
Thirteenth  day  of  Novr  Anno  Dom  1710. 

[P.  77.]  John  Husband  sonn  of  John  Hus¬ 
band  and  Sarah  his  Wife  was  born  the  Third 
day  of  May  Anno  Dom,  1712. 

[P.  87.]  Thomas  Husband  sonn  of  John 
Husband  and  Sarah  his  wife  was  born  the  sixth 
day  of  June  An.  D°.  1714. 

[P.  185.]  Thomas  Husband  son  of  Jn° 
Husband  &  Sarah  his  wife  Departed  this  life 
the  9th  of  January  1733/4. 

John2  Husband  (William1)  died  in¬ 
testate  a  few  weeks  or  months  prior  to 
August  11,  1716: 

[ Cecil  County ,  Prerogative  Inventoriesy  167$— 
2-727,7,  241]: 

Cecil  County.  John  Husbands.  Inventory  of 
the  goods  &  Chattels  of  John  Husbands  late  of 
said  County  Deced  appraised  by  the  subscribers 
the  11  day  of  Aug1.  1716  as  followeth,  viz.: 
[here  follows  a  list  of  personal  effects  ap¬ 
praised  at  £69  03^.].  All  the  sundries  ap¬ 
praised  in  money  being  a  true  Inventory  of 
all  the  said  deced  Estate  as  was  brought  before 
us  and  valued  as  above  the  year  &  day  above 
sd. 

No  Creditors  nor  Kind* 

Jon0  Hamm 
his 

Joseph  XO  Zilafro 
mark 

\L.and  Office ,  Annafolls ,  Accounts ,  7— 142]: 

The  account  of  Sarah  Husband  Adminis¬ 
tratrix  of  her  Dec’d  Husband  Late  of  Cecill 
County  Dec’d. 

Inventory  £68. 

[Against  which  amount  this  Administratrix 
filed  a  list  of  payments  totaling  £5  ior. 

*  Meaning  that  no  creditors  or  kindred,  other  than 
the  decedent’s  widow  and  minor  children,  appeared 
in  court  to  enter  any  claim  or  interest  in  the  estate. 


4 y^d.\:  Novi  the  24th  1717.  Then  Came 
Sarah  Husband  Admr  and  made  Oath  [etc.]. 

M.  Vanderheyden, 

D.  Coml  County  Cecill 

Between  November  24,  1717,  and 
March  4,  1719/20,  Sarah,  the  widow  and 
administratrix  of  John  Husband,  married 
James  Numberson  (sometimes  recorded 
as  James  Numbers)  of  Cecil  County.  This 
marriage  is  not  recorded  in  Cecil  County. 
He  took  over  the  administration  of  the 
estate  of  her  deceased  husband  and  filed 
the  following  account: 

[ Cecil  County ,  Probate  Court.  “Prerog: 
Accts.  1677—8  to  1739.  Inv.  1731-4,”  p. 
203]: 

John  Husband. 

The  additional  Accol  of  Jam:  Numberson 
who  intermarried  the  Widow  of  John  Hus¬ 
band  late  of  Cecil  County  Dec’d  is  as  follow¬ 
eth.  The  Accolt  craves  Allowance  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Payments  &  Disbursements  which  he 
has  paid  since  the  other  Acc1  was  exhibited  into 
the  Prerogative  Office,  viz1 

By  Jn°  Ham  Smith  as  p.  Acco1  pd —  £0—9—0 


By  Dr.  Vansman  as  p.  Do 

vO 

1 

1 

O 

By  Wra  Blayden  Esqr  p.  Do  by  the 
Shff 

2-7- 

By  Thomas  Bordley  Esqr — 

0-2-8 

By  Wm  Blayden  Esqr — 

3.2.0 

By  Thomas  Bordley  Esqr — 

00 

0 

0 

To  Com11  at  IO  p.  Cl 

£3.8.10 

March  the  4th  1719/20.  Then  Came  Jam: 
Numberson  who  intermarried  ye  Widow  of 
John  Husband  &  made  Oath  on  the  holy 
Evangelist  that  the  above  Acc1  is  Just  &  true 

M.  Vanderheyden 
D.  Com1?  County  Cecil. 
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[ Cecil  County ,  Maryland ,  Deeds  No.  3,  p. 

518]: 

Indenture  10  Nov.  1722,  between  Ephraim 
Augustine  Herman,  Gent.,  and  James  Num¬ 
bers  admor  of  John  Husbands  dec’d  for  and  on 
ye  part  of  ye  heires  of  the  said  dec’ed;  have 
demised,  leased  &  to  farm  lett  unto  James 
Numbers  a  “Tennament  of  land  being  part  of 
Bohemia  Mannor.  .  .  .  Bounded  by  John 
Hollies  land  on  the  North  Side  of  New  Castle 
Road,  and  down  the  same  to  Ann  Huses 
Tennament,  then  on  the  same  north  north 
west  by  north  1 80  perches  to  an  Oak  thence 
east  100  perches  to  land  formerly  of  Edward 
Shearman,  now  John  Holletts  and  Dan11  Hu- 
kills,  thence,  along  the  same  to  the  beginning 
— for  and  during  the  natural  life  of  his  now 
wife  Sarrah  Numbers  and  after  her  death  to 
be  enjoyed  and  Descend  unto  William  Hus¬ 
bands  son  of  the  abovesaid  John  Husband 
dec’d,  During  his  natural  life  and  no  longer — 
yealding  and  paying  therefore  yearly  &  every 
year  unto  the  said  Eph.  Aug1  Herman  his  heirs 
or  Exors  on  every  23rd  day  of  November  dur¬ 
ing  the  above  sd  two  Naturall  lives  two 
Pounds  lawfull  Silver  Money  of  Maryland  or 
the  value  thereof  in  good  Winter  Wheat  good 
Merchantable  leaf  Tobacco,  Barley,  or  Indian 
Corn  and  two  Dunghill  fowles  [etc.]. 

Eph.  Augt.  Herman 

Witnesses  Robert  Thompson  James  Crea- 
gear 

Recorded  ye  17^  Novi:  1722.  P.  L.  Knight 
Clc. 

Sarah,  the  widow  of  John  Husband, 
deceased,  predeceased  her  second  husband 
James  Numbers  (Number son),  dying  be¬ 
fore  1727.  The  only  record  of  her  de¬ 
mise  is  in  the  following  account  of  the 
estate  of  her  husband,  James  Numbers, 
who  died  in  1733,  as  filed  by  his  second 
wife  and  relict,  Elizabeth  ( - ),  whom 


he  must  have  married  not  later  than  Au¬ 
gust,  1726,  as  he  left  three  sons  born  of 
her,  in  addition  to  three  daughters  born 
of  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  as  well  as  four 
stepsons  born  of  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  by 
her  first  husband,  John  Husband,  viz.: 

[Cecil  County.  “ Prerog :  Accts.  1677/ 8  to 
1739,  Also  Inv.  1731-34”  p.  1 15]: 

James  Numbers.  The  Acd  of 
Elizabeth  Numbers  Adm1  of 
James  Numbers  late  of  Cecil 
County  Dec’d  .  .  .  Inven¬ 
tory  £  143 • 1 2 • 0 

.  .  .  Cash  due  from  the  Deced 
to  Wm  Husband  the  Son  of 
John  Husband  Deced  on  Acct 
of  his  Patrimony  or  filial  Por¬ 
tion  occassioned  by  Reason  of 
the  said  Deced  Intermarriage 
with  Sarah  the  Widow  & 

Admx  of  said  John  Husband  by 
whom  Sufficient  of  the  Estate 
of  the  said  John  to  the  Hands 
of  the  said  James  came  & 
there  remained  £8—0—0 

(Ditto)  to  John  Husband  another 
son  of  the  afsd  John  Husband 
deed  .  .  .  8—0—0 

(Ditto)  to  Mary  Husband  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  afsd  John  Husband 
Deced  as  pd  by  this  Accu  to 
John  Hukill  husband  of  the 
said  Mary  8—0—0 

(Ditto)  to  Thomas  Husband  an¬ 
other  of  the  sons  of  the  afsd 
John  Husband  Deced  &  paid 
to  Thos.  Davis,  guardian  of  sd 
Thomas  Husband  8.0.0 

After  all  payments,  balance  left 

of  £93-10-0 

N.B.  The  Deced  has  6  children  to  witt — 3 
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Girls  by  his  first  wife  Sarah  &  3  Boys  by  the  2 
Venter  the  Acco1*. 

WM  Rumsey  D  Comry  Cecil  County. 
Nov.  19.  1733 

The  three  sons  of  James  Numbers  by 
his  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  were  recorded 
in  the  register  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church, 
parish  of  North  Sassafras,  though  this 
second  marriage  is  not  therein  recorded: 

[Page  ill.]  Peter  Numbers  son  of  James 
Numbers  &  Elizabeth  his  Wife  was  Born  the 
19th  Day  of  May  1727 

[Page  III.]  James  the  son  of  D°  was  Born 
the  iilh  Day  of  Novemr  1728 

[Page  hi.]  John  the  son  of  D°  was  Born 
the  10th  Day  of  Novemr  1730. 

The  three  daughters  of  James  Num¬ 
bers  by  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  widow  of 
John  Husband,  are  not  recorded  in  the 
birth  records  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church.  The 
eldest  daughter  was  Ann,  who  married: 
“Robert  Wood  married  to  Ann  Numbers 
Daugr  of  James  Numbers  the  23d  Day  of 
July  J739-”  [3T  Stephen’s  Register ,  p. 
21.]  The  other  two  daughters  were  Sarah 
and  Rosamond,  named  in  the  settlement 
of  the  estate  of  their  guardian,  their  half- 
brother,  William  Husband.  [Cecil  Pre¬ 
rogative  Accounts ,  1677-78  to  1739,  p. 

1.] 

Of  the  four  children,  William,  Mary, 
John,  and  Thomas,  whose  births  are  re¬ 
corded  in  St.  Stephen’s  register,  Mary 
married  John  Hukill,  June  18,  1733. 
[3/.  Stephen’s  Register.\  John  Hukill 
died  intestate  sufficiently  before  June  5, 
1738,  for  his  widow,  Mary,  to  marry  be¬ 
fore  that  date,  John  Ford,  who  became 
an  administrator  of  John  Hukill  with 
William  Husband,  eldest  brother  of 


Mary  (Husband)  Hukill.  Ford  became 
security  for  John  and  Mary: 

John  Hukill.  Account  of  John  Ford  and 
Mary  his  wife,  Adm”  of  John  Hukill  of  Cecil 
County.  Deed  .  .  .  charged  with  Inventory 
of  £46-2-3.  .  .  .  On  June  5,  1738  these 
Administrators  delivered  their  account  under 
oath.  Securities ,  W1?  Husband,  Richd  Ell- 
wood.  Refresentatives ,  the  Widow  and  one 
child  named  Zebulum  [Ford]  [Cecil  County 
Prerog:  Accts.  1677-8  to  1739,  p.  27]. 

William  Husband,  eldest  child  of  John 

and  Sarah  ( - )  Husband,  recorded  in 

St.  Stephen’s  register  as  born  January  2, 
1708,  married,  viz.:  “William  Husbands 
Married  to  Margaret  Keneday  the 
Twenty-sixth  of  July  1733.”  [3/. 

Stephen’s  Register ,  p.  16.]  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Kennedy  who  on  May 
2$,  i723j  received  a  patent  for  200  acres 
of  land  in  Cecil  County,  called  Buck 
Range,  previously  surveyed  for  him  on 
February  15,  1714.  This  land  is  later  re¬ 
corded  in  possession  of  his  daughter,  Mar¬ 
garet  (Kennedy)  Husband’s  son,  John 
Husband.  William  Husband  died  in  1738 
or  early  in  1739,  leaving  his  widow,  Mary 
(Kennedy)  Husband,  and  two  young  chil¬ 
dren  by  her,  John  Husband  and  Sarah 
Husband,  twins,  whose  births  are  not  re¬ 
corded  in  Cecil  County,  doubtless  either 
because  they  resided  in  the  St.  Augustine 
district  of  Bohemia  Manor  (set  off  from 
St.  Stephen’s  as  a  chapel  of  ease),  the 
vital  records  of  which  new  parish  are  en¬ 
tirely  lost;  or  because  their  parents  be¬ 
came  Presbyterians,  later  called  White- 
field  Methodists,  which  sect  flourished  on 
Bohemia  Manor  from  1723  but  kept  no 
vital  records.  The  latter  reason  is  the  more 
probable,  being  the  chief  cause  of  the  lack 
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of  records  of  many  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  that  occurred  on  Bohemia  Manor 
after  1723,  St.  Augustine’s  parish  cover¬ 
ing  the  same  territory  as  did  the  manor. 
William  Husband’s  estate  was  adminis¬ 
tered  by  his  only  surviving  brother,  John 
Husband  (born  May  3,  1712): 

[Cecil  County  “Prerog:  Accts  1678  to  1739 
also  Inv:  17 31-4,”  p*  1]  : 

William  Husband 
The  Account  of  John  Hus¬ 
band  Admr  of  William  Hus¬ 
band  Late  of  Cecil  County  De¬ 
ceased.  This  Acco44  chargeth 
himself  with  the  Goods  & 

Chattels  of  the  Deceased 
amounting  as  pr  Inventory  re¬ 


turned  to  the  Sum  of .  £114*18.8 

And  with  Current  Money 
due  from  Bubenheim  &  Bayard 
to  the  Dece’d  as  p  Acc4 .  15.  0.9 


And  with  more  debts  due  to 
the  Deced  &  reced  by  the  Acco44 
viz1  Laurence  Lawrensson  1 1/6 
John  Ford  25/  John  Fill  ton 
7.1.9.  Dan!  Hukill  10/ .  9-  8.3 

£139.  7.8 

And  humbly  craves  Allow-  \ 
ance  for  the  following  Pay-  j 
m4s  &  Disbursm4;  viz1  of  filial  i 
Portions  or  Patrimony  due 
from  the  Deced  as  Guardian  to  ( 

Sarah  Numbers  &  Rosamond  )  20.14.4 
Numbers  his  Wards  Two  of  ( 
the  Daughters  of  James  Num-  \ 
bers  Deced  Sprd  by  this  Acco44  | 

£10.7.2.  Curry  to  each  in  full  I 
as  p.  Rects  appr.  / 

Of  Curr4  Money  due  from 
the  Deced  to  John  Holland  as 
p  Acco4  provd  &  P4  by  this  Ac- 
co44  as  p  Rec4  appr  4 . 1 0 . 5  ]4 


Of  Do  to  Thomas  White- 

head 

8 

Of  Do  to  Thomas  Ebtharp 

2.  4.2 

Of  Do  to  Dr  Thomas  Rees 

l8  . 

Of  Do  to  Isaac  Ham 

10. 

Of  Do  to  John  Slidell 

12 

Of  Do  to  Sluyter  Bouchell 

I .  17  .O 

Of  Do  to  William  Rumsey 

1 1  -3 

Of  Do  to  Thomas  Cowan 
ballance  of  a  promissory  note 

19.6 

Of  £3.19  Gold  or  Silver  due 
from  Deced  for  Rent  of  Plan¬ 
tation  pd  by  this  Acco4!  to  Wm 
Alexander 

3-  *9 

Of  Comi  General’s  fees 

33 Yz  fees  to  Wm  Rumsey  150 
and  of  Tob?  to  do  for  drawing 
this  Acco4  etc  150-63)4  [lbs. 
Tobacco]  at  20/  per  Hundred 

6.  6.3)4 

Sallary  for  paymt  of  £43. 
10. 0  @  10  p  cent 

4.  7.0 

£  47.17.8 

Ball,  to  be  disposed  off  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law  £  91.10.8 


£i39-  7-8 

Representatives  2  Children  (twins)  John 
&  Sarah 

Cecil  County  Novr.  26!!?  1739  The  above 
Acco44  John  Husband  makes  Oath  on  the  holy 
Evangels  of  almighty  God  that  the  foregoing 
Acco4  is  Just  &  true  which  after  Examination 
is  accordingly  allowed  &  by  Virtue  of  a  Special 
Commission  past  Saving  to  all  persons  con¬ 
cerned  Liberty  of  contesting  said  Acco4  pr  me 

WM.  Rumsey  D.  Comi. 

Securities  Robert  Veazey,  Thomas  Beaston 
Examd  by  David  Smith,  Regr. 

Robert  Veazey,  who  became  security 
for  John  Husband,  was  the  father  of 
John  Husband’s  wife,  one  of  whose  sons, 
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Robert  Husband,  was  a  legatee  of  Robert 
Veazey. 

Margaret  (Kennedy)  Husband,  the 
widow,  married,  secondly,  Andrew  Lau- 
renson  [Calvert  Papers ],  who  in  1752 
was  taxed,  together  with  John  Husband, 
as  both  (Andrew  and  John)  residing  on 
the  same  farm.  Margaret  is  recorded  on 
page  53  7>  V°l*  LX,  of  Judgments  (An¬ 
napolis)  as  having  died  before  February 
h  I763- 

Sarah  Husband,  daughter  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Kennedy)  Husband,  mar¬ 
ried  Isaac  Pennington,  as  is  shown  in  the 
settlement  of  the  estate  of  her  twin 
brother,  John  Husband,  who  died  be¬ 
tween  February  23,  and  May  29,  1772, 
and  whom  she  predeceased.  Her  children 
were  Robert,  Isaac,  Margaret,  William, 
Abraham,  and  Doran  Pennington. 

John  Husband,  twin  brother  of  Sarah, 
and  son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Ken¬ 
nedy)  Husband,  born  between  1734  and 
1739,  inherited  Buck  Range  from  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  estate.  On  page  537  of  Vol.  LX  of 
Judgments  in  the  Provincial  Court  of 
Maryland,  April-May  term,  1770,  is  en¬ 
tered  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  the 
suit  of  John  Husbands  and  Titus  Blunt 
against  Spencer  Altham,  for  preventing 
Titus  Blunt,  as  lessee  of  John  Husbands, 
from  occupying  two  hundred  acres  of 
Buck  Range.  It  is  recorded  that  Buck 
Range  was  originally  surveyed  for  Daniel 
Kennedy,  maternal  grandfather  of  John 
Husbands,  on  February  15,  1714}  that  it 
was  patented  by  Daniel  Kennedy  May  28, 
1723;  and  demised  by  John  Husbands, 
for  a  term  of  years,  to  Titus  Blunt  on 
February  1,  1763,  who  was  ejected  by 
Spencer  Altham.  It  is  further  recited  that 


Daniel  Kennedy  had  a  daughter  Mar¬ 
garet  who  married  William  Husbands 
and  had  issue  John  Husbands,  the  lessor 
in  this  cause,  her  only  son  and  heirj  that 
William  and  Margaret  (Kennedy)  Hus¬ 
bands  both  died  before  the  date  of  this 
lease.  Judgment  was  entered  for  Titus 
Blunt,  the  lessee,  against  Altham  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  the  lease ;  and  John 
Husbands,  the  lessor,  was  awarded  2,993 
pounds  of  tobacco  to  be  recovered  from 
Spencer  Altham. 

Indenture,  January  5,  1771,  between  John 
Husbands  of  Cecil  County,  farmer,  and  Jere¬ 
miah  Taylor  of  same  county,  for  £53—17-6, 
2 1  acres,  part  of  Buck  Range. 

his 

John  x  Husbands. 
mark 

Witnesses:  John  Veazey,  Jr.,  Wm  Ward. 
Recorded  March  7,  1771.  Benj.  Young  Clk. 
[Cecil  County  Deeds ,  No.  72-68.] 

Indenture,  January  5,  1771,  between  John 
Husbands  of  Cecil  County,  and  James  Wallace 
of  the  same,  for  £83,  33^  acres,  part  of  Buck 
Range,  with  all  buildings  etc. 

his 

John  X  Husbands. 
mark 

Witnesses:  John  Veazey  Jr.,  Wm  Ward. 
Recorded  February  25,  177 1.  Benj.  Young, 
Clk.  [Cecil  County  Deeds ,  No.  72—63.] 
Indenture,  January  5,  1771,  between  John 
Husbands  of  Cecil  County  and  Benjamin 
Bravard,  for  £147-9,  for  59  acres,  part  of 
Buck  Range  in  Cecil  County. 

his 

John  X  Husbands. 
mark 

Witnesses:  John  Veazey  Jr.  W“  Ward. 
Recorded  February  25,  1771,  Benjamin 
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Young,  Clk.  [ Cecil  County  Deeds ,  No.  12— 

64. ] 

The  John  Veazey,  Junior,  who  wit¬ 
nessed  these  three  deeds,  was  nephew  of 
the  grantor’s  uncle,  John  “Husbands,” 
who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert 
Veazey  (will  1767). 

Bond,  January  15,  1771,  by  John  Hus¬ 
bands  and  Francis  Baker  in  £400.  to  James 
Wallace,  Benjamin  Bravard,  and  Jeremiah 
Taylor,  of  Cecil  County,  farmers,  as  war¬ 
ranting  and  defending  the  title  to  lands  of 
Buck  Range.  [ Cecil  County  Deeds ,  No.  12— 

65. ] 

Bond,  January  5,  1771,  by  John  Husband 
of  Cecil  County,  farmer,  to  Francis  Baker  of 
same,  dealer,  in  £300.  that  John  Husband  will 
make  over  to  said  Baker  when  called  upon  all 
his  right  in  One  moiety  or  half-part  of  Land 
called  George’s  Friendship  of  1 00  acres  lying 
on  Elk  River  in  said  county  etc. 

his 

John  x  Husbands. 
mark 

Witnesses:  Benj*  Bravard,  Jerah  Taylor. 
Recorded  November  29,  1773,  by  Benjamin 
Young,  Clk.  [Cecil  County  Deeds ,  No.  13— 
247-1 

Indenture,  January  25,  1771,  between  John 
Husbands  of  Cecil  County,  Farmer,  and  Fran¬ 
cis  Alexander  of  Pencader  Hundred,  County 
of  Newcastle,  Delaware,  for  £178—4,  80^2 
acres  of  a  tract  of  land  called  Buck  Range  in 
Cecil  County,  Maryland. 

his 

John  x  Husbands. 
mark 

Witnesses:  Jo?  Gilpin,  Tobias  Rudolph. 
[Cecil  County  Deeds  F.K.  and  B.Y. ,  360— 

361-] 

John4  Husband,  or  Husbands  (Wil¬ 
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liam3,  John2,  William1),  died  without 
issue,  leaving  a  will: 

[Maryland  Land  Office,  Wills ,  W  D  No. 
5-9“]: 

In  the  name  of  God  amen,  I,  John  Hus¬ 
bands  of  Cecil  County,  planter,  being  sick  and 
weak  of  body  but  of  sound  mind  and  memory 
and  understanding  do  make  and  publish  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form 
following  to  wit — first  of  all  I  give  my  soul  to 
God  who  gave  it  and  my  body  to  the  earth 
from  whence  it  came  to  be  decently  disposed  of 
and  burial  att  the  discretion  of  my  Executors, 
and  also  I  will  that  my  Executors  do  sell  and 
dispose  of  my  right  of  that  tract  or  parcel  of 
Land  being  in  Cecil  County  and  back  Creek 
Hundred  and  known  by  the  name  of  George’s 
Friendship,  and  it  with  my  personal  Estate, 
after  my  just  and  lawful  debts  being  paid,  to 
be  equally  Divided  amongst  my  sisters  Sarah’s 
children;  and  I  hereby  nominate  and  appoint 
my  uncle  John  Ford  and  Thomas  Richardson 
Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 
hereby  revokeing  all  former  Will  &  Wills  by 
me  heretofore  made. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  twenty  third  day  of  February  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  Christ  1772. 

his 

John  x  Husband  [seal] 
mark 

Signed,  sealed  published  and  declared  by  the 
above  named  John  Husbands,  as  and  for  his 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  presents  of  us 
who  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as 
witnesses  thereto  in  the  presents  of  the  Testa¬ 
tor  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other 

Tho?  Bouldin  Benja  Bravard 
Richard  Ford 

Examined  and  recorded  May  29,  1772 

[29  May  1772.  Thomas  Richardson  re¬ 
nounced  the  executorship  of  this  will  in  favor 
of  John  Ford.] 
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[ Cecil  County  Probate  Court ,  Original  Filed 
Accounts ,  iy8o~\ : 

Final  Account  of  the  estate  of  John  Hus¬ 
bands  of  Cecil  County,  deceased,  filed  March 
27,  1780,  by  John  Ford,  executor.  “Residuary 


JOHN3  HUSBAND  (John2,  Wil¬ 
liam1),  recorded  in  the  register  of 
St.  Stephen’s  Church,  North  Sassa¬ 
fras  Parish,  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  as 
born  May  3,  1712,  married  Mary  Veazey, 
recorded  in  the  same  register  (p.  48) — 
“Mary  Veazey  daughter  of  Robert  Vea¬ 
zey  and  Lucie  his  wife  was  born  the  13th 
day  of  Octobr  Anno  Dom  1719.”  The 
exact  date  of  this  marriage  is  unknown.  It 
occurred  not  later  than  1736,  as  their  son, 
Veazey  Husbands,  must  have  been  not 
less  than  sixteen  years  of  age  in  1752 
when  he  was  living  with  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Robert  Veazey,  and  was  then 
old  enough  to  cause  his  grandfather  to 
be  taxed  for  him  as  an  able-bodied  assist¬ 
ant  in  the  personal  tax  list  of  1752. 

As  neither  John  Husband  nor  his  wife 
nor  any  of  their  children  appear  of  rec¬ 
ord,  after  the  births  of  himself  and  his 
wife  in  1712  and  1719  respectively,  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  St.  Stephen,  the 
church  of  the  parish  of  North  Sassafras 
in  which  they  lived,  one  is  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  became  converts  to 
Presbyterianism  which  was  established  on 
Bohemia  Manor  in  1723.  The  vital  rec¬ 
ords  of  this  sect  in  Cecil  County  are  lost, 
if  they  were  ever  made.  The  Records  of 
the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle ,  1716-1731 
(which  presbytery  governed  the  affairs  of 
the  sect  in  Cecil  County),  state  for  1723 
(p.  58): 


legatees  are  the  deceased’s  Sister  Sarah’s  chil¬ 
dren — that  is  Robert,  Isaac,  Margaret,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Abraham,  and  Doran  Pennington,  chil¬ 
dren  of  Isaac  Pennington.” 


Mr.  Gillispie  preached  to  the  people  of  Bo¬ 
hemia  and  Broad  Creek.  Thomas  Glenn,  Com¬ 
missioner  from  the  people  of  Bohemia  and 
Broad  Creek,  presented  a  Call  to  Mr.  Alexan¬ 
der  Hutchison  .  .  .  June  5,  1723.  At  the 
Meeting  House  of  Bohemia  and  Broad  Creek, 
the  Presbytery  met  ...  6  June  1 723,  Mr. 
Hutchison  ordained.  ...  At  the  branches  of 
Elk  River,  elders  present,  Peter  Bouchelle  and 
Roger  Lawson. 

This  invasion  of  Presbyterianism  accounts 
for  the  disappearance  of  several  families 
from  the  Episcopalian  records  of  St. 
Stephen’s  Church  between  1723  and  June 
1,  1744.  As  to  this  latter  date,  Bacon’s 
Laws  of  Maryland  fixed  it,  viz. : 

June  1,  1744.  Augustine  Parish  erected 
from  St.  Stephen’s  Parish.  .  .  .  The  chapel 
built  on  Bohemia  Manor  to  be  reputed,  deemed 
as  the  parish  church  of'  Augustine  Parish.  Rev. 
Hugh  Jones  to  continue  incumbent  of  both 
parishes.  Parish  to  begin  at  Town  Point  be¬ 
tween  Elk  &  Bohemia  Rivers,  up  Bohemia  to 
Middle  Neck,  then  by  a  line  east  to  Delaware 
line,  north  as  far  as  St.  Stephen’s  went,  then 
west  to  Elk  River  &  down  Elk  river  to  Town 
Point. 

All  the  records  of  births,  baptisms,  mar¬ 
riages,  and  burials  of  St.  Augustine’s  par¬ 
ish  church  from  1744  are  lost.  This  loss 
would  be  more  serious  were  it  not  for  the 
proved  fact  that  John3  Husband  (John2, 
William1)  was  the  only  man  surnamed 
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Husband  who  could  have  married  Mary 
Veazey;  and  Mary  Veazey  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Robert  Veazey  old  enough  to 
marry  John  Husband  and  become  the 
mother  of  Veazey  Husband  born  1734- 
36,  of  John  Husband  born  1735-38,  and 
of  Robert  Husband  born  in  August,  1742. 
[Cecil  County  Court  Record  Book ,  7759— 
60 y  p.  503.]  Robert  Husband  was  named 
as  grandson  in  the  1767  will  of  his  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  Robert  Veazey.  Rob¬ 
ert  Husband  could  not  have  been  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Robert  Veazey  as  son  of  a  second 
marriage  to  a  Husband  of  either  of  the 
two  daughters-in-law  of  Robert  Veazey, 
because  the  latter’s  two  sons  did  not  die 
until  all  of  the  children  of  John  and 
Mary  (Veazey)  Husband  had  reached 
maturity.  The  other  sons  of  John  and 
Mary  (Veazey)  Husband  were  Herman, 
who  died  in  1764  in  Cecil  County,  Wil¬ 
liam  Husband,  and  Loammi  Husband} 
the  two  latter,  being  too  young  to  figure 
in  the  public  records  in  Maryland  before 
1766,  did  not  become  of  record  until  they 
arrived  in  North  Carolina  with  their  elder 
brothers,  Veazey  and  Robert. 

John3  Husband  (John2,  William1)  be¬ 
gan  his  adult  career  in  Cecil  County  aus¬ 
piciously,  but  about  fifteen  years  after  his 
marriage  became  involved  financially,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  afterward 
successful  for  that  reason  or  because  of  ill 
health.  He  disappears  altogether  from 
Maryland  records  after  the  second  Tues¬ 
day  of  August,  1760.  John3  Husband  was 
the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  his  elder 
brother,  William  Husband,  in  1739,  and 
John’s  father-in-law,  Robert  Veazey,  be¬ 
came  his  bondsman.  He  purchased  land 
in  1743: 
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[Cecil  County  Deeds ,  6- 268] : 

Indenture,  June  15,  1743,  between  Eleanor 
Campbell,  spinster,  executrix  of  the  will  of 
her  father,  John  Campbell  late  of  Cecil 
County,  deceased,  Gent.,  and  John  Husband 
of  the  same  county,  planter,  for  £70,  all  that 
part  of  a  Tract  of  land  called  Thompson’s 
Town,  which  John  Campbell  purchased  of 
Charles  Carroll  and  Joshua  George,  on  Elk 
River,  Cecil  County,  beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  Peach  Creek,  north  side  thereof,  and  in  the 
north  northeast  side  line  of  an  original  tract, 
containing  175  acres,  with  all  houses  etc. 

Elinor  Campbell 

Witnesses:  Peregr  Ward,  Nichs  Hyland 

Received  of  John  Husband  7  shillings 
alienation  fine  for  the  within  Land  called 
Thompson’s  Town.  P.  Peregr  Frisbie.  Re¬ 
corded  August  10,  1743. 

On  the  original  will  of  Evan  Ricketts, 
dated  October  30,  1751,  filed  in  the  pro¬ 
bate  court  of  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  at 
Elkton  appears  the  signature  of  John 
Husband,  as  a  witness  to  the  will.  This  is 
his  only  extant  autograph: 


In  the  original  “List  of  the  Taxable 
Persons  in  Cecil  County  for  the  year 
1752”  [Maryland  Historical  Society] , 
“John  Husbands”  and  “Andrew  Lau- 
renson”  are  taxed  as  residing  together. 
Lawrenson  was  the  second  husband  of 
Margaret  (Kennedy)  Husband,  widow  of 
William  Husband,  elder  brother  of  John 
Husband.  She ,  is  recorded  as  Margaret 
Laurenson  in  the  Calvert  RaperSy  at 
Maryland  Historical  Society.  The  date  of 
her  death  is  unknown.  John’s  wife,  Mary 
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(Veazey)  Husband,  may  have  died  before 
1752  as  their  only  son,  then  old  enough  to 
be  assessed  as  able-bodied  and  of  military 
age,  Veazey  Husband,  was  living  with  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Robert  Veazey,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  same  tax  list.  There  is  no 
record  of  the  death  of  Mary  (Veazey) 
Husband  in  Maryland  or  Delaware. 

James  Bayard  of  Cecil  County  died  in 
1 753-  On  August  4,  1753,  £11,400  was 
found  to  be  due  his  estate  from  a  large 
number  of  residents  on  Bohemia  Manor. 
Of  these  debts  £10,371  were  inventoried 
and  appraised  in  court  as  “desperate,”  and 
£1,029  as  “sperate.”  John  Husband’s 
name  is  in  the  desperate  list  as  owing  £26 
iij.  7 d.  Also  among  the  debtors  appear 
John  Husband’s  two  brothers-in-law, 
“Major  John  Veazey  £9  $s.  3 d.  sper- 
ate,”  “Robert  Veazey  Junr  £3  is.  loj^d. 
desperate,”  “John  Veazey  Junr  £2  is. 
9 Yid.  sperate.” 

\Land  Office ,  Annafolis ,  Inventories ,  5<5— 

62] : 

On  February  28,  1758,  Alexander  Mont¬ 
gomery  sued  John  Husbands  for  the  recovery 
of  a  debt  of  £9—1.  The  attorneys  were  Jn° 
Ford  and  Charles  Gordon.  The  result  is  en¬ 
tered  as  “Nono  Agreed.”  \Cecil  County , 
Tryal  Docket ,  March  Court ,  2759.] 

On  June  17,  1758,  John  Husband  was 
sued  for  another  debt,  the  nature  of 
which  is  self-explanatory.  Under  the  law 
of  that  time  a  debtor  could  be  held  in  jail 
until  the  trial  if  he  owned  no  unincum¬ 
bered  real  estate ;  or  when  it  was  possible 
that  the  defendant  might  venture  across 
the  line,  near  by,  which  divided  Maryland 
from  Delaware,  and  avoid  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court.  Hence  the  bill  of  the  plain¬ 


tiff  was  so  drawn  as  to  meet  such  an 
emergency  if  it  should  arise.  The  defend¬ 
ant’s  nephew  by  marriage,  John  Veazey, 
Junior,  evidently  secured  the  release  of 
the  defendant  by  guaranteeing  to  satisfy 
the  plaintiff  and  the  court  if  the  judgment 
should  be  against  the  defendant.  It  is 
probable  that  John  Husband  had  become 
physically  infirm. 


AUGUST  COURT  1759 
HANNAH 


JOHNSON 

AGAINST 

JOHN 

HUSBANDS 


CECIL  COUNTY,  TO 
WIT:  BE  IT  REMEM¬ 
BERED,  that  heretofore  to 
wit,  the  Seventeenth  Day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  Christ  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred 
Fifty  and  Eight,  it  was  commanded  the 
Sheriff  of  Cecil  County  that  he  should  take 
John  Husbands  late  of  Cecil  County  Planter 
if  he  should  be  found  in  his  Bailiwicks  and 
him  safe  should  keep  so  that  he  might  have  his 
Body  before  the  Lord  Proprietarys  Justices  at 
a  County  Court  then  to  be  held  for  said 
County  at  the  Court  House  upon  Elk  River 
on  the  Second  Tuesday  of  August  then  next 
to  answer  unto  Hannah  Johnson  of  a  plea  of 
trespass  on  the  Case  and  so  forth.  And  now 
here  at  this  day  to  wit,  the  same  Second  Tues¬ 
day  of  August  aforesaid  cometh  the  aforesaid 
Hannah  Johnson  by  Sidney  George,  her  At¬ 
torney  and  now  likewise  cometh  the  Sheriff  of 
Cecil  County  aforesaid  to  wit,  George  Milli¬ 
gan,  Gentleman  and  maketh  return  here  that 
he  hath  taken  the  Body  of  the  aforesaid  John 
Husbands  and  hath  him,  here  ready  at  the 
Court  House  aforesaid  to  answer  unto  the 
aforesaid  Hannah  Johnson  of  the  plea  afore¬ 
said  as  he  was  commanded. 

AND  WHEREUPON  the  said  Hannah 
by  Sidney  George,  her  Attorney,  complains 
that  whereas  the  afd.  John  Husbands  the  Sec- 
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ond  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord 
Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty  Seven  at  Cecil 
County  afd.  was  indebted  unto  her,  the  said 
Hannah  in  the  sum  of  six  pounds,  twelve  shil¬ 
lings  and  one  penny  current  money  of  Mary¬ 
land  for  Sundry  goods,  wares  and  merchan¬ 
dizes  by  the  same  Hannah  to  him  the  said  John 
before  that  time  there  at  his  special  instance 
and  request  sold  and  delivered  and  for  divers 
articles  properly  chargeable  in  account  as  by 
an  account  thereof  hereinto  Court  brought 
may  appear  and  being  so  thereof  indebted  the 
afd.  John  in  consideration  thereof  afterwards 
to  wit,  the  same  day  and  year  afd.  at  the 
County  afd.  upon  himself  assumed  and  to  the 
said  Hannah  then  and  there  faithfully  prom¬ 
ised  that  he  the  said  John  the  afd.  sum  of  six 
pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  one  penny  unto 
the  said  Hannah  when  afterwards  he  should  be 
thereunto  required  well  and  faithfully  pay 
and  content. 

And  whereas  also  the  said  Hannah  Johnson 
at  the  like  special  instance  and  request  of  the 
said  John  had  sold  and  delivered  unto  the 
said  John  at  the  County  afd.  other  goods, 
wares  and  merchandizes  and  divers  articles 
properly  chargeable  in  account,  an  account 
whereof  is  hereinto  Court  brought  the  said 
John  in  consideration  thereof  afterwards  to 
wit,  the  same  Second  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  at  the  County  aforesaid  upon 
himself  assumed  and  to  the  same  Hannah  then 
and  there  faithfully  promised  to  pay  to  her 
the  said  Hannah  as  much  Current  money  as 
the  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  and  other 
matters  properly  chargeable  in  account  last 
mentioned  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and  delivery 
thereof  now  reasonably  worth  when  after¬ 
wards  he  the  said  John  should  be  thereunto  re¬ 
quired  and  the  said  Hannah  in  fact  says  that 
the  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  and  other 
articles  last  afd.  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and  de¬ 
livery  thereof  were  reasonably  worth  other  six 
pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  one  penny  cur¬ 


rent  money  of  Maryland  of  which  the  said 
afterwards  to  wit,  the  same  day  and  year  afd., 
at  the  County  aforesaid  had  notice  neverthe¬ 
less  the  said  John  his  several  promises  and  as¬ 
sumptions  afd.  in  form  afd.  made  not  re¬ 
garding  but  minding  and  fraudulently  intend¬ 
ing  the  same  Hannah  in  this  part  craftilly  and 
subtilly  to  deceive  the  afd.  several  sums  of  six 
pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  one  penny  current 
money  afd.  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the 
sum  of  thirteen  pounds,  four  shillings  and  two 
pence  to  the  said  Hannah  hath  not  yet  paid 
altho.  so  to  do  by  the  same  Hannah  aforesaid 
to  wit,  the  Tenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Eight  at  Cecil  County  aforesaid  he  was  re¬ 
quired  but  the  same  to  her  hitherto  to  pay  al¬ 
together  refused  and  still  doth  refuse  to  the 
damage  of  the  same  Hannah  Johnson  fifteen 
pounds  current  money  of  Maryland  and  there¬ 
fore  she  brings  this  suit  etc.  Pledges  for 
Prosecuting  are  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe. 
And  the  said  Hannah  Johnson  now  showeth  to 
the  Court  here  the  account  above  mentioned 
which  is  contained  in  the  words  and  figures 
following,  to  wit: 

1756  John  Husband,  Dr.  to  Hannah  Jon- 
ston  to  4  lb.  of  sugar  at  19 f  lb.  0-3— O;  to  4 
gallons  of  Rum  at  4/4-0 — 17-4;  to  cash  lent 
you  o — 14 — o,  lb  1-14-4  errors,  excepted; 
March  by  cash  15/  — 15 — 0-19-4 — . 

1757  to  six  barrels  of  Corn  at  10/— 3— 0— o; 
to  sydar  1/6 — 0-1-6;  to  seven  gallons  of  rum 
and  one  quart  at  5/—  per  gallon,  1—16—3;  t0 
six  pound  of  sugar  at  10— 0—5— O;  to  on  sheep 
at  10/  —o—io-o  lb.  6-12-1  errors  excepted, 
per  Hannah  Jonston.  Cecil  County  ss.  Decem¬ 
ber  2nd,  1757  came  the  above  named  Hannah 
Johnston  before  me  one  of  his  Lordshipe  Jus¬ 
tice  for  said  County  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holly  Evangells  of  Allmight  God  that  the 
above  account  is  Just  and  true  as  it  stands 
stated  and  that  she  has  not  reed,  any  part  or 
parcel  directly  nor  indirectly  nor  any  security 
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or  satisfaction  for  the  same  more  than  credit 
given.  Sworn  before  George  Catlo. 

And  on  the  prayer  of  the  aforesaid  Hannah 
Johnson  by  her  said  Attorney  it  is  ruled  by  the 
Court  here  that  the  aforesaid  John  Husbands 
give  special  bail  to  the  action  aforesaid. 

And  thereupon  John  Veazey,  Junior,  of 
Cecil  County,  farmer,  cometh  hereinto  Court 
in  his  proper  person  and  doth  undertake  and 
become  pledge  and  Manucaptor  for  the  afore¬ 
said  John  Husbands  that  if  it  shall  happen  t^iat 
the  same  John  Husbands  at  the  suit  of  the 
aforesaid  Hannah  Johnson  in  the  plea  afore¬ 
said  shall  be  convicted  then  the  same  Manu¬ 
captor  doth  grant  all  such  damages,  costs  and 
charges  which  to  the  aforesaid  Hannah  John¬ 
son  in  this  part  shall  be  adjudged  of  his  Lands 
and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  made 
and  to  and  for  the  use  of  her  the  said  Hannah 
Johnson,  to  be  levied  if  it  shall  happen  that  the 
same  John  Husbands  the  damages,  costs  and 
charges  aforesaid  to  the  aforesaid  Hannah 
Johnson  shall  not  pay  or  himself  to  the  prison 
or  custody  of  the  Sheriff  of  Cecil  County 
aforesaid  on  that  occasion  render. 

AND  now  here  at  this  day  to  wit,  the  same 
Second  Tuesday  of  August  aforesaid  the 
aforesaid  John  Husbands  by  Charles  Gordon, 
his  Attorney,  cometh  and  defendeth  the  fforce 
and  injury  when  and  so  forth  and  prayeth 
leave  to  imparle  unto  the  Declaration  afore¬ 
said  here  until  the  Second  Tuesday  of  Novem¬ 
ber  next  and  he  hath  it  and  the  same  day  is 
given  to  the  same  Hannah  Johnson  here  and 
so  forth  on  which  said  Second  Tuesday  of  No¬ 
vember  until  which  day  the  aforesaid  John 
Husbands  had  leave  to  the  Declaration  afore¬ 
said  to  imparle  cometh  here  again  as  well  the 
aforesaid  Hannah  Johnson  by  her  Attorney 
aforesaid  as  the  aforesaid  John  Husbands  by 
his  Attorney  aforesaid. 

And  thereupon  the  said  John  Husbands  by 
his  said  Attorney  prayeth  further  leave  to  im¬ 
parle  thereunto  here  until  the  Second  Tuesday 


of  March  next  and  he  hath  it  and  the  same 
day  is  given  to  the  same  Hannah  Johnson  here 
and  so  forth  on  which  said  Second  Tuesday 
of  March  cometh  here  again  as  well  the  afore¬ 
said  Hannah  Johnson  by  her  Attorney  afores. 
as  the  aforesaid  John  Husbands  by  his  Attorney 
aforesaid. 

And  thereupon  the  said  John  Husbands  by 
his  said  Attorney  prayeth  further  leave  to  im¬ 
parle  thereunto  here  until  the  Second  Tuesday 
of  June  next  and  he  hath  it  and  the  same  day 
is  given  to  the  same  Hannah  Johnson  here  and 
so  forth  on  which  said  Second  Tuesday  of 
June  cometh  here  again  as  well  the  aforesaid 
Hannah  Johnson  by  her  Attorney  aforesaid  as 
the  aforesaid  John  Husbands  by  his  Attorney 
aforesaid. 

And  thereupon  the  said  John  Husbands  by 
his  said  Attorney  prayeth  further  leave  to  im¬ 
parle  thereunto  here  until  the  Second  Tuesday 
of  August  next  and  he  hath  it  and  the  same 
day  is  given  to  the  same  Hannah  Johnson  here 
and  so  forth  on  which  said  Second  Tuesday  of 
August  cometh  here  again  as  well  the  afore¬ 
said  Hannah  Johnson  by  her  Attorney  afore¬ 
said  as  the  aforesaid  John  Husbands  by  his  At¬ 
torney  aforesaid. 

And  thereupon  the  said  Hannah  Johnson  by 
her  said  Attorney  prayeth  that  the  aforesaid 
John  Husbands  to  her  Declaration  aforesaid 
may  answer. 

Whereupon  the  said  John  Husbands  by  his 
said  Attorney  as  before  defendeth  the  fforce 
and  injury  when  and  so  forth  and  says  that 
he  did  not  assume  upon  himself  in  manner  and 
fform  as  the  said  Hannah  above  against  him  in 
her  Declaration  afsd.  hath  complained  and  of 
this  he  puts  himself  upon  the  Country  &c.  And 
now  here  at  this  day  to  wit,  to  same  Second 
Tuesday  of  August  last  aforesaid  the  said  John 
Husbands  relinquishing  his  account  aforesaid 
by  him  the  said  John  Husbands  above  pre¬ 
tended  saith  that  he  cannot  deny  the  action 
aforesaid  of  her  the  said  Hannah  Johnson  nor 
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but  that  he  the  said  John  Husbands  did  as¬ 
sume  upon  himself  in  manner  and  fform  as  the 
said  Hannah  Johnson  above  thereof  against 
him  hath  complained  nor  likewise  but  that  the 
said  Hannah  Johnson  hath  sustained  damage 
by  reason  of  the  nonperformance  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  promises  and  assumptions  aforesaid  to  six 
pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  one  penny  cur¬ 
rent  money  of  Maryland  as  she  the  said  Han¬ 
nah  Johnson  above  by  declaring  supposeth. 

And  thereupon  the  said  Hannah  Johnson 
prayeth  judgment  and  those  damages  so  ac¬ 
knowledged  together  with  her  costs  and 
charges  by  her  about  her  suit  in  this  part  sus¬ 
tained  to  be  adjudged  to  her  and  so  forth, 
therefore  it  is  considered  by  the  Justices  of  the 
Lord  Proprietary  now  here  that  the  said  Han¬ 
nah  Johnson  do  recover  against  the  aforesaid 
John  Husbands  her  damages  aforesaid  to  six 
pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  one  penny  current 
money  of  Maryland  aforesaid  above  acknowl¬ 
edged  and  also  six  pence  current  money  afore¬ 
said  and - pounds  of  tobacco  for  her  costs 

and  charges  aforesaid  with  her  assent  by  the 
Justices  of  the  said  Lord  Proprietary  now  here 
to  her  Adjudged  and  the  aforesaid  John  Hus¬ 
bands  in  Mercy  and  so  forth. 

The  foregoing  is  the  last  record  trace 
of  John3  Husband.  If  he  possessed  any¬ 
thing  of  value  in  his  last  days,  he  disposed 
of  it  before  he  died.  Nothing  remains  to 
show  when  he  died,  or  whether  he  spent 
his  last  days  in  Delaware  with  his  son 
John.  Both  John3  and  his  wife  Mary 
(Veazey)  Husband  were  dead  when  her 
father  made  his  will  in  1767  and  made 
their  son,  Robert  Husband,  a  legatee.  The 
first  of  the  children  of  John3  and  Mary 
(Veazey)  Husband  to  die  was  the  son 
Herman,  who  died  insolvent,  and  without 
wife  or  child.  Herman’s  elder  brother, 
John4  Husband,  is  named  in  the  record  of 
the  administration  of  Herman’s  estate: 
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[Cecil  County ,  “ Perog :  Inv.  1759-1763  ”  p. 

73]: 

Herman  Husbands.  An  Inventory  of  the 
Goods  &  Chattels  Rights  &  Credits  which 
were  of  Herman  Husbands  late  of  Cecil 
County  deceased  appraised  by  us  the  Sub¬ 
scribers  this  13th  Day  of  January,  soe  far  forth 
as  the  Same  Came  to  our  Sight  &  knowledge 
vizt.  [There  follows  a  list  of  the  deceased’s 
property  consisting  solely  of  old  coats,  breeches, 
shoes,  stockings,  hat,  shirts,  gloves,  and  a  snuff 
box,  all  appraised  at  £2—19—0.] 

Creditors:  Tobias  Rudolph.  No  creditors 
else  but  the  Admr.  Praisers:  Edw.  Armstrong, 
Noble  Beedle.  Nearest  of  kin: 

his 

John  J  Husbands. 
mark 

Proof  that  the  John  Husbands  re¬ 
corded  as  nearest  of  kin  was  not  John3  is 
seen  in  the  fact  that  his  “mark,”  is  the 
same  as  that  used  by  John4  Husband  on 
the  deed  to  his  brother-in-law  Peter 
Woolbough  in  Newcastle  County,  Dela¬ 
ware,  April  3,  1776.  [ Newcastle  Deeds 
B.  2—664.] 

Cecil  County  SS.  On  the  9th  day  of  May 
1764  Came  Richard  Thompson  Junr  Admr  of 
Herman  Husband  late  of  Cecil  County,  de¬ 
ceased,  &  made  Oath  on  the  holy  Evangels  of 
almighty  God  that  this  is  a  just  &  perfect  In¬ 
ventory  of  all  &  singular  the  the  [rzV]  Goods 
&  Chattels  of  the  deceased  that  Came  to  his 
hands  Possession  or  knowledge  at  the  time  of 
the  making  hereof  &  that  what  hath  since  or 
shall  hereafter  come  to  his  hands  possession  or 
knowledge  he  will  return  in  an  additional  In¬ 
ventory,  that  he  knows  of  no  concealment  of 
any  Part  or  parcel  thereof  by  any  person  what¬ 
soever  &  that  if  he  discovers  any  concealment 
or  suspect  any  to  be  he  will  acquaint  the  CornT 
Gen’1  for  the  Time  being  or  his  deputy  with 
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such  discovery  or  Cause  of  Suspicion  that  it 
may  be  inquired  into  &  that  he  will  &  truly 
give  an  Acco1  of  all  &  every  part  of  the  deced’s 
personal  Estate  that  shall  hereafter  come  to  his 
hands  possession  or  knowledge. 

Andy.  Pearce  D-Y  Corn1?  C.  County 

[Cecil  C aunty.  Filed  Papers,  Box  1764— 

-*765]  : 

The  Account  of  Richard  Thompson  Junr 
Admr.  of  Herman  Husband  late  of  Cecil 


County,  Deceased. 

Inventory  .  £2-19-0 

Current  money  retained  in  this 

Acctts  hands  due  to  him  ....  2—15—0 

Paid  Tobias  Rudolph .  13—: 2 

Com.  allowed  .  5— 


£3-  4-10% 

Wm.  Rumsey,  James  Boyle,  Sureties.  On 
the  9th  day  of  May  1764  Came  the  Account¬ 
ant  and  made  Oath  (etc.). 

Andw  Pearce,  D.  ComT  Cl  County. 

Veazey  Husband,  born  circa  1735,  is 
recorded  in  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  first 
as  residing  with  Robert  Veazey,  his  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  in  “A  List  of  Taxable 
Persons  in  Cecil  County  for  the  year 
1752”  viz.: 


Robert  Veazey  Senr 
Veazey  Husbands 
and  one  Slave 


2 
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Veazey  Husband,  like  his  brother,  John 
Husband,  and,  perhaps,  their  father,  John 
Husband,  for  a  time,  lived  for  a  while  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Maryland-Dela- 
ware  line.  Four  thousand  acres  of  Bohe¬ 
mia  Manor  lay  on  the  Delaware  side  of 
that  line  in  New  Castle  County.  The  line 
of  division  between  the  two  colonies  had 
been  further  to  the  east  than  it  now  is. 


Veazey  Husband,  however,  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  gone  to  Delaware  to  avoid 
the  following  action  of  debt  against  him. 
“Special  bail”  would  have  been  required 
because  Veazey  Husband  held  no  real 
estate  in  Cecil  County,  if  for  no  other 
reason.  The  fact  that  Alexander  Scott  pro¬ 
vided  this  bail  suggests  that  Veazey  Hus¬ 
band  was  either  his  employee,  or  that  he 
had  married  or  was  expecting  to  marry 
into  the  Scott  family: 

[Cecil  County  Court  Judgments ,  June,  1759, 
folios  347,  348]  : 

CECIL  COUNTY, 
TO  WITT:  Be  it  re¬ 
membered  that  hereto¬ 
fore  to  wit  the  seven¬ 
teenth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  One  Thousand 
Seven  Hundred  fifty  and  nine,  it  was  com¬ 
manded  the  Sheriff  of  Cecil  County  that  he 
should  take  Veazey  Husband,  late  of  Cecil 
County  Yeoman  otherwise  called  Veazey  Hus¬ 
band  of  Sisall  County,  in  Maryland,  Yeoman 
if  he  should  be  found  in  his  Bailiwicks  and 
him  safe  should  keep  so  that  he  might  have  his 
Bodye  before  the  Lord  Proprietarys  Justices  at 
a  County  Court  then  to  be  held  for  said 
County  at  the  Court  House  upon  Elk  River 
on  the  Second  Tuesday  of  June,  then  next  to 
answer  upon  John  Montgomery  of  a  plea  that 
he  render  unto  him  nineteen  pounds,  four 
shillings  and  four  pence  Current  Money  of  the 
Government  of  the  lower  Countys  on  Dela¬ 
ware  of  the  value  of  nineteen  pounds,  four 
shillings  and  four  pence  lawfull  money  of 
Maryland,  which  from  him  he  unjustly  de¬ 
tains. 

And  now  here  at  this  Day  to  wit,  the  same 
Second  Tuesday  of  June  aforesaid  cometh  the 
aforesaid  John  Montgomery  by  George  Read, 
his  Attorney  and  now  likewise  cometh  the 


JOHN  MONT¬ 
GOMERY 
AGAINST 
VEAZEY 
HUSBAND 
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Sheriff  of  Cecil  County  aforesaid,  to  wit, 
George  Milligan,  Gentleman,  and  makes  the 
return  here  that  he  hath  taken  the  Body  of  the 
aforesaid  Veazey  Husband  and  hath  him  here 
ready  at  the  Court  House  aforesaid  to  answer 
unto  the  aforesaid  John  Montgomery,  of  the 
plea  aforesaid  as  he  was  commanded. 

And  whereupon  the  said  John  Montgomery 
by  George  Read,  his  Attorney  saith  that 
whereas  the  said  Veazey  Husband  the  Twenty 
ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Eight  at  New  Castle  County,  to  wit,  in  Cecil 
County  afsd.  by  his  certain  Bill  Obligatory 
sealed  with  his  seal  and  to  the  Court  here  now 
shown  whose  date  is  the  same  day  and  year  did 
acknowledge  himself  to  be  indebted  to  the  said 
John  Montgomery,  in  the  sum  of  nine  pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  two  pence  lawful  money 
of  the  Counties  on  Delaware  afsd.  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  John  his  Exors.,  Admors.  or  As¬ 
signs  with  lawful  interest  at  or  upon  the  fifth 
Day  of  August,  next  ensuing,  the  date  of  the 
said  Bill  for  the  true  payment  whereof  the  said 
Veazey  Husband,  himself,  his  heirs,  exors.  and 
Admors.  and  every  of  them  in  the  afsd.  sum  of 
Nineteen  pounds,  four  Shillings  and  four 
pence  Money  afsd.  of  the  value  afsd.  firmly 
by  the  said  Bill  and  the  said  John  in  fact  saith 
that  the  said  Veazey  did  not  pay  him,  the  said 
John  the  afsd.  nine  pounds,  twelve  shillings 
and  two  pence  at  or  upon  the  Fifth  day  of 
August  afsd.  which  to  him  at  or  upon  the  same 
day  he  ought  to  have  paid  according  to  the 
firorm  and  effect  of  the  Bill  afsd.  whereby  an 
Action  accrued  to  the  said  John  to  require  and 
have  of  the  said  Veazey  the  afsd.  sum  of  Nine¬ 
teen  pounds,  four  shillings  and  four  pence. 
Nevertheless  the  said  Veazey  tho  often  required 
etc.  the  afsd.  Nineteen  pounds,  four  shillings 
and  four  pence  to  the  said  John  hath  not  ren¬ 
dered  but  the  same  to  him  to  render  hath  de- 
ny’d.  and  still  doth  deny  whereupon  the  said 
John  saith  he  is  worse  and  hath  damage  to  the 


value  of  ten  pounds  lawful  money  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  therefore  he  brings  suit  etc.  Pledges 
for  Prosecuting  and  John  Doe  and  Richard 
Roe.  And  on  the  Prayes  of  the  aforesaid  John 
Montgomery  by  his  said  Attorney  it  is  ruled 
by  the  Court  here  that  the  aforesaid  Veazey 
Husband  give  special  Bail  to  the  action  afore¬ 
said. 

And  thereupon  Alexander  Scott  of  Cecil 
County,  farmer,  cometh  here  into  Court  in  his 
proper  person  and  doth  undertake  and  become 
Pledge  and  Manucaptor  for  the  aforesaid 
Veazey  Husband  that  if  it  shall  happen  that 
the  same  Veazey  Husband  at  the  suit  of  the 
aforesaid  John  Montgomery  in  the  plea  afore¬ 
said  shall  be  convicted  then  the  same  Manu¬ 
captor  doth  grant  as  well  the  debt  aforesaid 
and  all  just  Damages,  Costs  and  Charges  which 
to  the  aforesaid  John  Montgomery  in  this  part 
shall  be  adjudged  of  his  Lands  and  tenements, 
goods  and  chattels  to  be  made  and  to  and  for 
the  use  of  him,  the  said  John  Montgomery  to 
be  levied  if  it  shall  happen  that  the  same 
Veazey  Husband  the  Debt  and  Damages,  Costs 
and  Charges  aforesaid  to  the  aforesaid  John 
Montgomery  shall  not  pay  or  himself  to  the 
prison  or  custody  of  the  Sheriff  of  Cecil 
County  aforesaid  on  that  occasion  render.  And 
now  here  at  this  day  to  wit,  the  same  Second 
Tuesday  of  June  aforesaid  the  aforesaid 
Veazey  Husband  in  his  proper  person  cometh 
and  defendeth  the  fforce  and  injury  when  and 
so  forth  and  saith  that  he  cannot  deny  the  ac¬ 
tion  aforesaid  so  as  aforesaid  against  him 
brought  nor  can  he  say  but  that  the  aforesaid 
John  Montgomery  ought  to  recover  his  Debt 
aforesaid  of  the  value  aforesaid  together  with 
his  Costs  of  suit  against  him,  the  said  Veazey 
Husband  which  the  aforesaid  John  Montgom¬ 
ery  doth  not  gainsay.  Therefore  it  is  considered 
by  the  Justices  of  the  Lord  Proprietary  now 
here  that  the  said  John  Montgomery  do  re¬ 
cover  against  the  aforesaid  Veazey  Husband 
the  sum  of  Nineteen  pounds,  four  shillings 


Veazey — Dormott — H  usbands 


3IQ 

and  four  pence  lawful  money  of  Maryland 
for  the  value  of  his  debt  aforesaid  and  also 
six  pence  Current  Money  of  Maryland  and 
two  hundred  ninety  and  six  pounds  of  tobacco 
for  his  Damages  by  him  about  his  suit  in  this 
part  laid  out  and  expended  to  the  said  John 
Montgomery  by  the  Justices  here  with  his  as¬ 
sent  Adjudged  and  the  aforesaid  Veazey  Hus¬ 
band  in  Mercy  etc.  But  let  Execution  be  stayed 
till  the  tenth  Day  of  February  next. 

[ Cecil  County  Court  Record  Book ,  IJ59~ 
1760 ,  p.  92]  : 

March  Court  1760.  .  .  .  The  following 
Persons  are  Sworn  to  the  Grand  jury  Vizt. 
.  .  .  Veazey  Husbands  .  .  .  The  following 
Persons  Summoned  to  testify  to  the  Grand 
Jury  viz1  .  .  .  Veazey  Husbands  [“Sworn” 
meant  bound  to  appear  as  a  witness] . 

[Ibid.,  p.  97.]  March  Court  1760.  The 
Lord  Proprietary  against  John  Ryan  .  .  . 
Grand  Jurymen  .  .  .  Frederick  Elsberry 

[and  17  others.  This  Frederick  Elsberry’s 
great-grandson,  John  Elsberry,  later  married 
in  North  Carolina,  Pamelia,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Husband,  younger  brother  of  the  Veazey 
Husband  of  this  court  record].  Indicted  for 
seting  his  dog  on  and  killing  a  sheep.  [Ryan  was 
convicted.  Then  the  record  continues]  Memo¬ 
randum  that  the  said  Veazey  Husbands  and 
[the  other  grandjurymen]  are  by  the  Court 
discharged  from  their  Recognizance  taken  to 
Appear  here  before  this  Court  as  Evidences 
against  the  aforesaid  John  Ryan. 

[Cecil  Court  Docket  Book ,  1760,  unpaged]: 

1760.  G.G.  29.  1.  Alias.  Thomas  Mont¬ 
gomery  against  Veazey  Husbands.  Case — [a 
faded  word]. 

[Cecil  Court  Docket  Book,  1763,  unpaged]: 

Tryals  for  August  and  November  Court 
1763.  .  .  .  B.  R.  207.  C.  G.  Veazey  Hus¬ 
band  vs  John  Hukill.  Case  Bail.  [This  defend¬ 
ant  was  not  the  John  Hukill  who  married 


Veazey  Husband’s  aunt,  Mary  Husband,  in 
1733  and  died  in  1738,  but  may  have  been  his 
cousin.] 

Veazey  “Husbands”  removed  to  Burke 
County,  North  Carolina,  about  1766-67, 
as  will  be  related  shortly.  He  was  a  Tory 
in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  King’s 
Mountain,  North  Carolina,  October  9, 
1780,  leaving  a  wife,  Elizabeth,  and  a 
son,  Veazey  Husband,  Junior,  then  less 
than  six  years  old,  and,  possibly,  one  or 
two  daughters  of  about  the  same  age. 
[U.S.  Census ,  Burke  County,  North 
Carolina,  1790.]  In  the  book,  King’s 
Mountain  and  Its  Heroes,  by  L.  C. 
Draper,  1881,  Veazey  Husband  is  three 
times  referred  to: 

[P.  276.]  As  soon  as  Ferguson  reached  the 
Whig  front,  he  fell;  and  the  other  two  offi¬ 
cers,  attempting  to  retreat,  soon  shared  the 
same  fate.  One  of  these  Tory  officers  was, 
doubtless,  Colonel  Vezey  Husband,  and  the 
other  Major  Daniel  Plummer. 

[P.  294.]  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  so 
few  of  the  prominent  Loyalist  leaders,  of  the 
Ninety-Six  District,  were  present  with  Fergu¬ 
son — only  Colonel  Vezey  Husband,  of  whom 
we  have  no  knowledge,  and  who,  we  suppose, 
was  in  some  way  associated  with  the  South 
Carolina  Tories,  together  with  Majors  Lee 
and  Plummer. 

[P.  482.]  “Vezey  Husbands,  who  was  killed 
at  King’s  Mountain,  and  is  said  to  have  served 
as  a  Colonel  there,  lived  near  Lower  Creek  of 
Catawba,  in  Burke  County;  and  was,  perhaps, 
a  relative  of  Herman  Husbands  of  Regulation 
war  notoriety.”  Herman3 — sometimes  called 
“Harmon” — Husband  (William2,  William1), 
the  noted  agitator  and  Regulator  of  Orange 
County,  North  Carolina,  who  escaped  capture 
at  the  battle  of  Alamance  on  May  16,  1771, 
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and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  a  first  cousin  of 
Veazey  Husband’s  father,  John3  Husband 
(John2,  William1). 

John  Husband,  son  of  John3  (John2, 
William1),  born  between  1735  and  I73^> 
removed  across  the  line  dividing  Bohemia 
Manor  from  New  Castle  County,  Dela¬ 
ware,  and  married  on  December  23,  1 762, 
Mary  Woolbutt.  [Marriages,  Old  Swedes 
Church ,  Wilmington,  Delaware .]  Her 
name  as  thus  recorded  was  one  of  the  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  the  surname  of  Wohlback, 
also  written  Wahlback,  Wuhlbach,  Wolfs- 
bach,  Woolbough,  etc.  Her  birth  is  re¬ 
corded  in  the  register  of  Old  Swedes’ 
Church,  viz.: 

“Wuhlbach,  Maria,  b.  Oct.,  14,  1739?  Bp. 
Oct.,  15.  1739.  [Parents] — Adolph — Cath¬ 
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erine.”  This  Adolph  Walbach  (later  recorded 
as  Woolbough)  was  related  to  Christopher 
Wolbach,  of  Bohemia  Manor,  who  years  pre¬ 
viously  had  married  Lydia  Elsberry.  (See  Els- 
berry  chapter.) 

Five  years  after  his  marriage  John 
Husband  is  of  record  on  pages  177,  198, 
of  Newcastle  County  Prothonotary  Ap¬ 
pearance  Docket,  1767: 

Process  returnable  to  November  Term, 
1767,  Before  Evan  Rice  Esquire  and  his  As¬ 
sociates  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  held  at  Newcastle  for  the  county  of 
Newcastle.  R.  105.  Joseph  Williams  v.  John 
Husbands.  Debt.  Shff  rets  Non  Est  Investus. 

The  children  of  John  and  Mary 
Wahlbach  (Woolbough)  Husband,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Old  Swedes’  Church,  were : 


Names  Parents  Born  Baptised 

Catherine  Husband  John — Mary  Dec.  12,  1763- 

Mary  Husband  John — Mary  Apr.  15,  1765*  May  4,  1765* 

Peter  Husband  John — Mary  Sept.  27,  1768.  Oct.  4,  1768. 

Rebecca  Husband  John — Mary  .  Aug.  29,  1773* 

Adolphus  Husband  John — Mary  Aug.  4,  1777*  Aug.  16,  177^- 


Rebecca  Husband  married  Robert  Dining 
May  29,  1803.  Adolphus  Husband  married 
Mary  Ford,  May  26,  1803.  [ Newcastle 

County  Marriage  License  Bonds.\ 

[Newcastle  County,  Delaware,  Deeds  B—2— 
662.  Abstract] : 

Indenture,  made  April  4,  1776,  between 
Peter  Woolbough  of  Brandywine  Hundred, 
county  of  Newcastle  upon  Delaware,  farmer, 
and  Mary  his  wife,  of  the  first  part,  and  John 
Husbands  of  the  same  place  Hous  Carpenter, 
of  the  second  part  .  .  .  260  acres  called  Hous 
Hook  on  north  side  of  Brandywine  Creek. 
Adolphus  Woolbough  possessed  130  acres,  a 


part  thereof,  and  died  intestate  leaving  a 
widow,  Catherine,  and  five  children — John, 
the  above  named  Peter,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and 
Rebeccah.  The  daughter  Mary  Woolbough 
married  John  Husbands.  John,  Elizabeth,  and 
Rebecca  Woolbough  died  unmarried.  Peter 
Woolbough,  their  surviving  brother,  conveys 
all  his  right  in  the  said  land  to  the  said  John 
Husbands. 

(Signed)  Peter  Woolbough,  Mary 
Woolbough. 

[Ibid.,  p.  664.]  On  April  3,  1776,  John4 
and  Mary  (Wolbach)  Husband  of  Newcastle 
County,  Delaware,  conveyed  to  her  brother, 
Peter  Woolbough  for  £140.  her  inherited  un- 
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divided  part  of  the  same  260  acres  of  land.  She 
signed  her  name  to  this  deed.  Her  husband 
signed  only  by  his  mark — 

his 

John  J  Husbands 
mark 

— the  same  mark  he  used  when  he  signed  his 
brother  Herman  Husband’s  inventory  on  May 
9,  1764,  in  Cecil  County,  Maryland. 

This  John4  Husband  enlisted  in  “Capt.  Paul 


Raulston’s  Co.  western  district,  Brandywine 
Hundred,  New  Castle  County,  Delaware, 
March  7th.  1778.”  [ Delaware  Archives ,  II— 
756.] 

Robert  Husbands,  a  grandson  of  John 
and  Mary  (Woolbough)  Husband,  was 
living  in  Newcastle  County,  Delaware,  in 
1846.  [ Newcastle  County  Deeds  Q ,  5— 
430.] 


ROBERT4  “HUSBANDS,”  son  of 
John3  (John2,  William1)  Hus- 
band  and  his  wife,  Mary  Veazey, 
was  born  in  August,  1742.  He  figures  but 
twice  in  the  records  of  Cecil  County,  first 
in  1760  when  he  was  apprenticed  to 
David  Alexander  to  learn  a  trade,  and, 
secondly,  in  1767,  when  he  was  named  as 
a  grandson  in  the  will  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Robert  Veazey. 


[Cecil  County ,  Court  Record  Book ,  7759— 

1760 , p.  503]: 

Maryland  ) 

^  „  to  wit  At  a  County 

Caecil  County  \  _  „  ,  ^ „  3 

’  Court  of  the  Right  Hon¬ 
ourable  Frederick  Absolute  Lord  and  Pro¬ 
prietary  of  Maryland  and  Avalon,  Lord  Baron 
of  Baltimore  and  so  forth  begun  and  held  in 
and  for  Cecil  County  aforesaid  at  the  Court 
House  upon  Elk  River  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  November  being  the  Eleventh  day  of  the 
same  Month  in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  said 
Lordship’s  Dominion  and  so  forth  And  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  Christ  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  &  sixty  by  and  before  the  said  Lord 
Proprietarys  Justices  and  other  Officers  there¬ 
unto  duly  and  legally  Assigned,  Commissioned 
Qualified  and  Authorized  and  so  forth.  .  .  . 

This  Court  binds  Robert  Husbands  he  being 
Eighteen  Years  and  three  months  old  to  David 


Alexander  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  Shoemaker. 
Indenture  executed. 

This  apprenticeship  may  have  been  for 
the  term  of  three,  instead  of  four,  years, 
as  Robert  Husbands  became  twenty-one 
years  old  in  three  years,  though  becoming 
of  legal  age  did  not  necessarily  terminate 
an  apprenticeship  to  a  trade.  David  Alex¬ 
ander  is  referred  to  as  long  a  resident  of 
Cecil  County,  and  his  apprentice  may 
have  resided  in  Alexander’s  home  during 
the  term  of  his  apprenticeship.  However 
that  may  have  been,  the  absence  of  the 
usual  stipulation,  that  the  apprentice  be 
properly  lodged,  fed,  and  clothed,  sug¬ 
gests  that  Robert  Husbands  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Alexander  household,  but, 
rather  resided  with  his  own  kin,  going  to 
the  shoe  shop  daily.  David  Alexander’s 
place  of  residence  is  indicated: 

Indenture,  June  13,  1758.  Isaac  Alexander 
and  David  Miller,  both  of  New  Castle  upon 
Delaware,  for  £70,  sell  to  David  and  Susannah 
Alexander  of  Cecil  County,  Md.,  125  acres 
of  Hispaniola  and  Bullen’s  Range.  [Cecil 
County  Deeds ,  9—23.] 

Indenture,  October  23,  1769,  Joseph  Alex¬ 
ander  of  Agusta  County,  Va.,  for  £7—10. 
sells  to  David  Alexander  of  Cecil  County, 
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Md.,  two  tracts  of  land  called  Sligo  and  Alex¬ 
andria.  [Cecil  County  Deeds,  //— 462.] 

Robert,  Veazey,  Loammi,  and  William 
Husbands  seem  to  have  removed  together 
from  Maryland  to  Rowan  County,  North 
Carolina,  before  1769.  Rowan  County 
then  included,  in  addition  to  the  present 
county  of  Rowan,  the  areas  of  the  present 
counties  of  Surry,  Yadkin,  Iredell,  Burke, 
and  Wilkes.  Robert  Husbands  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Husbands  settled  in  the  Yadkin  part, 
near  the  border  of  the  present  Iredell 
County,  and  Veazey  Husbands  in  the 
Burke  area  farther  southwestward. 
Loammi  Husbands  is  found  but  once  of 
record  in  North  Carolina,  and  this  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Husbands  in  that 
colony.  Evidently  young,  unmarried,  and 
without  having  secured  even  the  fifty 
acres  of  land  to  which  he  was  entitled  by 
law  for  having  entered  the  colony,  he  dis¬ 
appears  from  the  records  after  having, 
with  his  probable  brothers,  Veazey,  Rob¬ 
ert,  and  William  Husbands,  signed  the 
following  petition  with  his  own  hand,  as 
did  they,  which  petition  portrays  the  po¬ 
litical  condition  of  the  region  into  which 
they  had  entered  not  long  before.  The 
petition  was  granted  in  1770  when  the 
county  of  Surry  was  carved  out  of  Rowan 
County: 

[Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Secretary  of  Statens 

Office ]  : 

[A  manuscript  petition  of  some  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  county,  which  peti¬ 
tion  was  granted  in  17  70  by  the  creation  of 
Surry  County  from  the  northern  part  of 
Rowan  County.  Rowan  County  was  created 
in  1753  from  a  part  of  Anson  County]: 

The  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  upper 


Settlement  of  the  Catawba  River  Yadkin 
River  and  three  Creeks  Humbly  Sheweth 
That  we  your  Humble  petitioners  being  part 
of  the  Great  County  of  Rowan  and  near  one 
hundred  and  forty  miles  from  Salisbury,  our 
present  Seat  of  Justice  and  never  has  had  the 
opportunity  of  having  any  magistrate  yet  in  our 
Settlement  so  that  we  Cannot  Recover  any 
Small  Debts  without  Infinite  trouble  and 
Cost,  which  said  distance  is  Chiefly  attended 
with  Several  Dangerous  Waters  and  many 
other  bad  properties,  which  puts  our  Settle¬ 
ment  to  many  disadvantages  and  this  being,  the 
third  time  we  have  petitioned  for  a  County — 
We  therefore  Most  Humbly  Beg  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  and  Honours  Would  take  this  our  Ne¬ 
cessity  unto  your  prudent  Considerations  and 
Grant  us  a  Separate  County  Agreeable  to  a 
former  petition  viz — Beginning  at  Beatys  ford 
Where  Tryon  Line  Crosses  the  Catawba 
River,  then  Runing  up  the  South  side  of  the 
said  River  to  the  Mouth  of  Lower  Little 
River  then  Runing  a  straight  course  to  the 
Mulbery  fields  upon  the  Yadkin  River,  from 
thence  a  North  Course  to  the  top  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  from  thence  along  the  top  of  the  said 
Mountain  to  where  Tryon  Line  Crosses  the 
said  Mountain,  then  Down  the  said  Line  to 
the  Beginning  which  will  Contain  one  hundred 
miles  in  Length  by  sixty  miles  in  width  Chiefly 
thick  setled,  and  as  we  Conceive  fully  able  to 
Support  a  County  as  we  allow  we  have  at  this 
time  About  two  thousand  taxables  and  Better 
and  your  petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever 
pray  .  .  . 

Veazey  Husbands 


Loommi  husbands,  Wm  Husbands 

Robert  Husbands 
[and  in  others] 

Of  the  signatures  of  the  four  Hus¬ 
bands  signers,  those  of  Veazey  Husbands 
and  William  Husbands  were  written  by 
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the  same  hand,  presumably  by  one  of  the 
two. 

Veazey  Husbands  was  recorded  in  the 
minute  book  of  the  Court  of  Pleas  and 
Quarter  Sessions  of  Rowan  County: 

Sept.  1769*  On  Petition.  Ordered  pr  the 
Court  that  Bryon  Ounally  be  appointed  over¬ 
seer  Ten  Mile  Along  the  Road  from  Silver 
Creek  Road  Over  the  Horse  ford  on  the  Ca- 
taba  River  to  John’s  River  Near  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  William  Baldwin  Ten  Mile  Farther.  & 
Veazery  Husbands  Ten  Miles  Farther. 

And,  on  August  18,  1770,  “Vize  Hus¬ 
band”  was  present  as  a  juror  at  Salisbury. 
Soon  after  the  county  of  Surry  was  set  off 
in  1770  from  the  county  of  Rowan  sixty- 
four  inhabitants  of  the  new  county  de¬ 
plored  their  defenseless  position  against 
the  Indians  in  another  petition  signed  by 
but  one  of  the  Husbands  family:  “Am 
Husband,”  the  “Am”  being  intended  for 
a  phonetic  abbreviation  of  Loammi,  or  is 
a  poorly  written,  Wm: 

[Filed  Papers,  Surry  County ,  Dobson ,  North 

Carolina ]  : 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  [Vacant 
space  for  name  of  governor.]  Esqr.  Captain 
General  And  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over 
the  Province  of  North  Carolina 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  We  Your 
Humble  Petitioners  Being  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Frontiers  Settlement  of  Surrey  County 
Live  in  a  Place  of  the  Most  Eminant  Danger 
and  in  the  Worst  Posture  of  Defense  Being 
Hitherto  Deprived  of  the  Privilege  Which  the 
Rest  of  our  Brethren  in  the  Collony  Have 
Enjoyed  Viz.  our  Want  of  the  Knowledge  of 
a  Millitary  Exercise 

We  Unanimously  agree  and  Humbly  Beg 
that  Your  Excellency  Would  appoint  Mr  Hugh 
McGarey  for  our  Captain  Whom  we  Judge  to 


Be  a  man  of  merrit  and  Whose  Courage  and 
Conduct  Claime  our  Highest  Respect  and  We 
Your  Humble  petitioners  Shall  Be  In  Duty 
Bound  Ever  to  Pray  for  you 


William  [illegible] 
Stephen  Lilly 
John  [illegible] 
Joshua  Duncan 
Benjamin  Duncan 
Ephraim  Cox 
Gershom  Allen 
John  Witherspoon 
James  Terpin 
Richard  Wooldridge 
Edward  Boone 
Benjamin  Greer 
John  Greer 
Aquila  Greer 
William  Lord 
Levy  Smith 
Thomas  Duncan  Senr 
Thomas  Duncan  Junt 
Francis  Hardgrove 
George  Elmore 
Isaac  Low 
Pritchet  Stone 

[ - ]  Gardwell 

Thomas  Laxton 
Robert  Saunders 
William  Duger 
Benjamin  Duger 
Benjamin  Wilson 
Richard  Churchwell 
John  Norris 
John  Cole 
Martin  Webb 
Henry  Kerly  Senr 


Laurence  Ross 
William  Oldom 
Timothy  Fostan 
Page  Robertson 
William  Hill 
Thomas  Denten 
Thomas  Elmore 
Travis  Elmore 
Mathew  Francis 
Robert  Walters 
James  Cargill 
Charles  Sawyers 
John  Brown 
Henry  Kerley  Sent 
Jacob  Nickolls 
James  Colson 
John  Grimes 
Joseph  Warren 
William  Mason 
Edward  Holder 
John  Keys  Senr 
John  Keys  Junt 
Am  Husband 
William  Lewis 
William  Adams 
Daniel  Gullet 
John  Roberts 
Alexander  Neely 
Hackley  Warren 
Ruben  Warren 
Joseph  Wisdom 
[and  63  others] 


Veazey  Husbands  resided  undl  his 
death  about  fifty  miles  westward  from 
where  his  younger  brother  Robert  lived 
in  Surry  County.  Veazey  was  a  Tory  in 
the  War  of  the  American  Revolution, 
organized  the  Tories  in  Burke  County, 
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North  Carolina,  and  led  them  to  join  the 
British  troops  under  Ferguson  which 
were  encamped  on  the  top  of  King’s 
Mountain  in  North  and  South  Carolina. 
In  the  Battle  of  King’s  Mountain  fought 
October  9,  17  Bo,  when  the  American 
forces  ascended  the  mountain  and  dis¬ 
persed  the  British  and  Tories,  Veazey 
Husbands  was  killed,  as  has  been  related. 
Nearly  all  of  the  records  of  Burke  County 
were  destroyed  in  the  Civil  War.  Hardly 
anything  concerning  Colonel  Veazey 
Husbands,  his  wife  Elizabeth  (also  re¬ 
corded  as  “Elsa”),  and  their  son  Veazey 
Husbands,  Junior,  is  now  of  record  in  that 
county.  The  United  States  Census  of  1790 
mentions  her  as  residing  in  the  Seventh 
Company,  Morgan  District,  Burke 
County,  as  Elsa  Husband  with  one  son 
less  than  sixteen  years  of  age  and  two 
other  females  (names,  ages,  and  relation¬ 
ship,  or  status,  not  given).  In  the  U.S. 
Census  of  1800  “Veasy  Husbands,”  Jun¬ 
ior,  is  credited  with  a  wife,  two  boys  and 
one  girl  all  under  ten  years  of  age,  and 
one  female  (probably  a  servant)  between 
ten  and  sixteen  years  old.  His  mother  is 
mentioned  in  the  census  of  1800  as  the 
head  of  a  separate  household,  as  Eliza¬ 
beth  Husbands,  aged  above  forty-five 
years,  with  three  females,  one  aged  be¬ 
tween  twenty-six  and  forty-five. 

On  January  4,  1792,  Alexander  Mar¬ 
tin,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  granted 
to  “Vizey  Husbands”  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  “in  our  County  of  Burke  on  per¬ 
son’s  forke  of  the  lower  creek.”  [ Secre¬ 
tary  of  State’s  Office ,  Book  75,  p.  436, 
No.  1463.]  The  original  warrant  for  the 
survey  of  this  land  was  applied  for  by 
Veazie  Husbands,  Senior,  and  the  same 


was  issued  by  the  entry  officer  of  claims 
for  Burke  County  on  May  24,  1 77^ j 
which  warrant  describes  the  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres  as  being  just  “above  the  Im¬ 
provements  that  said  Husbands  now  lives 
on.”  The  survey  was  made  for  Veazie 
Husbands,  Senior,  on  June  7,  1779-  A 
survey  of  an  additional  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  was  made  for  “Vezey  Husbands” 
(Junior)  on  August  5,  1801.  William 
Husbands  is  named  in  the  Surry  County 
tax  list  for  1774  in  Mr.  Cleveland’s  List, 
as  taxed  only  for  one  poll,  himself.  This 
is  the  only  record  of  his  being  taxed  at 
any  time  in  North  Carolina  between  his 
arrival  and  his  death  in  1794-  He  seems 
to  have  resided  with  his  brother  Robert 
Husbands,  as  the  second  adult  and  only 
other  male  in  Robert’s  household  in  the 
1790  census,  since  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  married  or  to  have  had  children. 
After  his  death  between  June  13,  1794? 
and  December  9,  1794,  the  land  for  which 
he  obtained  a  warrant  for  a  survey  on 
June  13,  1794,  was  surveyed,  for  his 
nephews,  Harmon  (Herman)  Husbands 
and  Noble  Husbands,  sons  of  Robert4 
Husbands.  William  Husbands  had  no 
land  other  than  that  mentioned  above, 
which  was  in  his  name  for  only  a  very 
short  time  before  his  death.  This  land  ad¬ 
joined  the  land  of  John3  Elsberry,  and 
was  separated  from  the  land  of  the  Els¬ 
berry  Methodist  Chapel  by  the  branch  of 
the  North  Fork  of  Hunting  Creek  that 
runs  behind  the  chapel. 

[North  Carolina ,  Secretary  of  State’s  Office , 

File  No.  1714  ( Warrant  for  a  Survey ), 

No.  4o8~\  : 

State  of  North  Carolina.  William 
Thornton  Entry  officer  of  Claims  for  Lands 
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in  the  County  of  Surry  to  the  Surveyor  of  said 
County,  Greeting: 

You  are  hereby  required  as  soon  as  may  be 
to  lay  off  and  survey  for  William  Husbands  a 
tract  or  parcel  of  Land  containing  one  hun¬ 
dred  &  fifty  acres  in  the  County  aforesaid  ad¬ 
joining  the  Lands  of  Stephen  Wood  &  Chris¬ 
tian  Brown,  on  the  Waters  of  the  Rocky 
Branch.  Observing  the  Acts  of  Assembly  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided  for  running  out 
Lands  &c.  Given  under  my  hand  this  13th  day 
of  June  1794, 

WM  Thornton,  Entt 

[Endorsed  on  the  outside]  : 

No  408 

William  Husbands 
150  Acres 
9th  Febx  1790 

[A  later  endorsement  in  a  different  ink  reads]  : 

Harmon  Husbands 

& 

Noble  Husbands. 

[File  No.  1714.  Survey  of  foregoing  grant]: 
State  of  North  Carolina.  Surry  County. 

This  Plan  Represents  a  Tract  of  Land  Sur¬ 
vey’d  for  Harmon  Husbands  &  Noble  Hus¬ 
bands  by  virtue  of  an  Entry  made  by  William 
Husbands  deed  on  the  waters  of  the  North 
Fork  of  Hunting  Creek  Beginning  at  a  Pine, 
Custephens  Corner,  the  Southwest  corner  of 
four  Hundred  Acres  Survey’d  to  John  Els- 
bury  Runs  North  on  his  line  Eighteen  &  a  half 
Chains  to  a  Pine  thence  west  Twenty  Two  & 
a  half  Chains  to  a  Black  Oak  on  Brown’s  line, 
thence  South  on  Said  Line  Twenty  Chains  to 
a  black  oak,  thence  East  four  Chains  To  a 
Post  Oak,  George  Meseck’s  Corner,  thence 
South  on  his  line  Twenty  Six  Chains  To  a 
Post  Oak  on  Stephen  Wood’s  line,  thence  East 


on  the  same  forty  chains  to  a  Post  Oak,  thence 
North  Twenty  Seven  &  a  half  chains  to  a 
stake,  thence  west  to  the  Beginning  Including 
One  Hundred  &  fifty  Acres. 

Surveyed  December  9th  1 794. 

James  Whitlock  ) 

v  Chn  Osr8 

XT  /  V-'ll  •  V-X Ai  . 

Samuel  Nash  j 

Pr  H.  Speer  C.  Surveyor 

[ North  Carolinay  Secretary  of  State’s  Office , 
Grant  Book  89 ,  p.  39,  File  No.  1714]: 

State  of  North  Carolina. 

No.  1649.  Know  ye  that  We  have  granted 
unto  Harmon  Husbands  and  Noble  Husbands 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of  land  in  Surry 
County  on  the  Rockey  Branch,  Waters  of  the 
North  fork  of  Hunting  Creek,  Begining  at  a 
pine  Custephens’s  Corner  the  South  West  Cor¬ 
ner  of  four  hundred  Acres  Survey’d  to  John 
Elsbury,  runs  North  Eighteen  Chains  and  a 
half  to  a  pine,  thence  West  twenty  two  and  a 
half  Chains  to  a  black  Oak,  thence  East  four 
Chains  to  a  Post  Oak  George  Mesechs  Corner, 
thence  South  on  his  line  twenty-six  Chains  to  a 
Post  Oak  on  Stephen  Woods  line,  East  on  the 
same  forty  Chains  to  a  Post  Oak,  thence  North 
twenty  seven  and  a  half  chains  to  a  Stake, 
thence  to  the  Begining  to  Hold  to  the  said 
Harmon  Husbands  and  Noble  Husbands  their 
heirs  and  Assigns  forever,  dated  the  28th  day 
of  August  1795 

Richd  Dobbs  Spaight 
J.  Glasgow,  Secretary 

Neither  inventory,  appraisal,  nor  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  estate  of  William 
Husbands,  deceased,  was  made.  It  would 
seem  that  he  had  told  his  nephews,  Har¬ 
mon  and  Noble,  that  they  could  have  the 
land  he  had  applied  for,  if  they  paid  for 
the  survey  of  it.  He  is  the  only  Husbands 
whose  name  appears  in  the  Revolutionary 
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Army  Accounts  of  North  Carolina  as  hav¬ 
ing  aided  the  American  cause  in  a  way 
entitling  him  to  recompense.  His  brother, 
Robert4  Husbands,  did  not  render  any 
service  or  furnish  any  supplies  for  which 
he  claimed  payment}  nor  is  he  of  record 
as  being  entitled  to  any  payment.  Thus, 
as  between  the  active  Toryism  of  their 
elder  brother  Veazey  Husbands,  residing 
fifty  miles  away,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
assistance  to  the  patriotic  side  by  William 
Husbands,  who  does  not  appear  at  any 
time  in  North  Carolina  as  residing  else¬ 
where  than  with  Robert,  one  may  imagine 
that  Robert’s  sympathies  were  rather  with 
the  Patriotism  of  William  than  with  the 
Toryism  of  Veazey,  from  whom  they 
were  separated  by  so  great  a  distance  as  to 
prohibit  frequent  intercourse. 

[ North  Carolina  Historical  Commission ]: 

“Revolutionary  Army  Accounts”  (Old  Se¬ 
ries  XII,  56,  in  which  series  is  contained  “Book 
A.M.  15”  at  p.  56)  in  which  latter  section 
is  entered  “List  of  Certificates  paid  into  the 
Comptrolers  office  by  Charles  Bruce,  Comt 
Salsy  Dist. 

By  whom  deliv A  the  Comfr — Charles  Bruce, 
Commissioner  of  Confiscation,  Salsbury  Distt 

No.  of  Certificate,  5633 

To  whom  issued,  William  Husbands 

Amt.  of  principal  in  cash  in  Certificate, 
£30-00-00 

Amt.  of  Interest  alowed  on  cash  Certificate, 

£6:13:5.” 

The  Salisbury  Military  District  in¬ 
cluded  the  county  of  Surry.  Payment  to 
an  individual  for  military  service,  for 
supplies  furnished  to  the  Revolutionary 
Army,  or  for  his  share  of  the  estate  of  a 
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Tory  which  he  had  caused  to  be  confis¬ 
cated  by  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  was 
made  by  a  certificate  of  the  state’s  indebt¬ 
edness.  These  certificates  were  honored 
and  paid  after  the  end  of  the  war.  Neither 
the  date  of  the  certificate,  nor  the  date  on 
which  it  was  paid  to  William  Husbands, 
nor  the  service  rendered  by  him  is  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  existing  record.  The  men 
named  in  these  Revolutionary  Accounts 
are  accepted  as  qualifying  ancestors  by  the 
National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Robert  Husbands  was  born  in  Mary¬ 
land  in  August,  1742,  son  of  John3  Hus¬ 
bands  and  his  wife  Mary3  Veazey,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert2  Veazey  (John1),  of  Cecil 
County,  Maryland.  Robert  Husbands 
may  have  married  after  coming  to  North 
Carolina  about  1767-68,  as  his  eldest  son, 
Herman5,  whom  he  named  in  honor  of 
his  deceased  brother  Herman  Husband 
of  Maryland  or  Herman  Husband  (Wil¬ 
liam2,  William1),  the  famous  Regulator 
of  North  Carolina,  or  in  honor  of  both, 
was  not  born  until  1776.  [Affidavit  of 
James  Green  Husbands ,  grandson  of 
Herman  born  in  1776 .] 

Robert  Husbands  settled  in  that  part 
of  Rowan  County  which,  in  1770,  became 
Surry  County,  now  Yadkin  County,  and 
in  the  extreme  southwestern  corner  of  the 
present  Yadkin  County  where  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Yadkin,  Wilkes,  and  Iredell  meet. 
Into  the  same  corner,  and  along  “the 
waters  of  the  North  Fork  of  Hunting 
Creek,”  came  the  families  of  Elsberry, 
from  Maryland,  and  Wright  from  Fau¬ 
quier  County,  Virginia.  Robert  Husbands 
arrived  there  first,  before  17705  the  Els- 
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berrys  followed;  while  the  Wrights  came 
later  in  1774.  The  Elsberrys  having  come 
from  the  parish  of  St.  Augustine,  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  Bohemia  River,  Cecil 
County,  Maryland,  they  must  have  known 
the  Husbands  there.  One  result,  in  North 
Carolina,  was  the  marriage  of  Robert 
Husbands’  daughter,  Pamelia,  to  Johns 
Elsberry. 

In  the  Surry  County  tax  list  of  1774 
Robert  Husbands  and  the  Elsberrys  are 
listed  as  living  in  Mr.  Cleveland’s  district, 
Robert  being  taxed  for  one  poll.  Land 
could  be  occupied  though  not  officially 
granted  by  the  governor  of  the  colony, 
or  state,  and  surveyed  to  the  occupant  a 
number  of  years  later.  Before  he  secured 
from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  a 
confirmation  of  title  to  the  land  he  occu¬ 
pied  in  Surry  County,  he  had  surveyed 
and  granted  to  him  land  lying  on  the 
Wilkes  County  side  of  the  western  line  of 
Surry  County,  viz.: 

[North  Carolina ,  Secretary  of  State’s  Office: 

Grants ,  Wilkes  County.  File  No.  142.  Ab¬ 
stract]  : 

State  of  North  Carolina.  Warrant  by  Benj. 
Herndon,  Entry  officer  of  Claims  for  Lands  in 
County  Wilkes.  To  Surveyer  of  Wilkes 
County  to  survey  to  Robert  Husbands  seventy- 
one  acres  lying  in  the  county  aforesaid  “Be- 
gining  On  a  Ridge  near  the  Waggon  Road  & 
Runing  to  Thos  Lands  Line,  then  with  his 
Line  Round  his  Corner,  thence  West  &  In¬ 
cluding  his  Improvement,”  March  18,  1 779. 

Surveyed  April  19,  1779,  “lying  on  the 
branches  of  Bever  creek,”  Livingston  Isbell  & 
Edward  Parker,  Chain  Carriers.  [Recorded 
in]  Book  42 ,  page  56. 

State  of  North  Carolina.  Know  Ye  that  We 
have  Granted  to  Robert  Husbands  Seventy  one 


Acres  of  Land  in  Wilkes  County  on  the 
Branches  of  Beaver  Creek,  Begining  at  a 
white  Oak  Sapling  in  Edward  Parker’s  Line, 
running  thence  South  eighty  Poles,  thence 
Southwest  with  his  Line  Twenty  Poles  to  a 
hicory  and  an  Oak  bush,  by  a  Large  Poplar, 
thence  West  fifty  six  Poles  to  an  0[ak]  near 
the  Waggon  Road  thence  North  to  Parkers’ 
Line  one  hundred  Poles,  thence  East  one  hun¬ 
dred  Twenty-eight  Poles  to  the  first  Station. 
To  hold  unto  the  said  Robert  Husbands  his 
Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever.  Dated  the  first 
day  of  March  1780. 

R.  D.  Caswell  [Governor] 

By  His  Excellencys  Command,  J.  Glasgow 
Secretary]. 

Robert  Husbands  did  not  have  this 
.  grant  re-recorded  in  Wilkes  County,  and 
his  name  does  not  appear  in  that  county’s 
records,  though  he  may  have  occupied  the 
land  for  a  few  years.  If  so,  he  was  back 
in  Surry  County  again  before  1790,  viz.: 

First  Census  of  the  United  States ,  1790. 
Heads  of  Lamilies — North  Carolina,  Salisbury 
District,  Surry  County. 

Name  of  head  of  family  .  .  Robert  Husband 
Lree  white  males  of  16  years  and  upward, 


including  heads  of  families .  2 

Lree  white  males  under  sixteen  years  ....  2 

Lree  white  females  including  heads  of 
families  .  6 


The  eldest  of  the  two  sons  “under  six¬ 
teen  years,”  Harmon,  or  Herman,  having 
been  born  in  1776,  was  fourteen  years  old 
in  1790;  hence  the  second  adult  male,  in 
the  census,  “of  sixteen  years  and  up¬ 
wards”  was  probably  William  Husbands, 
the  brother  of  Robert.  The  1790  census 
also  reveals  that  Pamelia  Husbands  must 
have  been  a  daughter  of  Robert  as  he  was 
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the  only  Husbands  in  this  Surry  census 
who  had  a  daughter  who  could  have  mar¬ 
ried  John5  Elsberry  in  1799  as  did  Pame- 
lia.  The  six  females  in  Robert’s  family 
in  1790,  one  being  his  wife,  became  five 
females  in  the  census  of  1800;  Pamelia 
disappearing  in  the  census  of  1 800  because 
of  her  marriage  in  1799  to  John5  Els¬ 
berry,  with  whom  she  removed  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  as  is  shown  in  the  Elsberry  chapter. 

In  April,  1793,  Robert  Husbands  en¬ 
tered  Burke  County  to  file  a  suit  against 
the  administrators  of  the  estate  of  Jerry 
Clark.  The  action  was  dismissed.  [ Burke 
County  “Tryal  Docket ”  from  January , 
7792  to  April,  1792,  etc.,  Appearances  to 
April,  1793 .] 

[ Dobson ,  Surry  County ,  North  Carolina, 

Court  Minute  Book ,  May  term,  179 5]  : 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Surry 
County.  At  a  County  Court  of  pleas  and 
quarter  sessions  began  and  held  for  the  said 
County  at  the  Courthouse  in  Rockford  on  the 
second  Monday  of  May,  it  being  Friday  the 
15th  day  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ 
1795  .  .  .  whereas  the  road  already  opened 
from  Rockford  to  Captain  Hudspeath’s  mill 
requires  an  extension  into  the  road  leading 
from  the  Shallowford  to  Wilkes  County 
Courthouse  near  to  Stephen  Woods.  It  is' there¬ 
fore  ordered  that  Airs  Hudspeath,  John  Gen¬ 
try,  Richard  Gentry,  Allen  Gentry,  John  Par¬ 
sons,  John  Carstevens,  John  Deboard,  James 
Deboard,  Jacob  Elsberry ,  James  Hanks,  Ga¬ 
briel  Fender,  Christian  Fender,  Nimrod  Fen¬ 
der,  Wm  Lifferdy,  Stephen  Wood  &  Robert 
Husbands  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
Jury  to  view  and  mark  out  the  said  road  the 
nearest  and  best  way  from  Hudspeath’s  mill 
into  the  Wilkes  road  aforesaid:  and  make  re¬ 
port  &c. 
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[1 Surry  County ,  North  Carolina ,  Court  Clerk’s 

Office.  Filed  Papers]  : 

A  List  of  Taxables  in  Capt.  Hudspeth’s 
District  for  1793  .  .  .  Robert  Husbands,  150 
acres.  I  Free  Poll. 

A  List  of  Taxables  in  Hudspeth’s  District 
for  the  Year  1795.  .  .  .  Robert  Husbands, 
200  acres,  I  white  poll. 

All  persons  surnamed  Husbands  disap¬ 
pear  from  the  records  of  Surry  County  by 
1804.  The  last  record  found  of  Robert 
Husbands  is  in  the  United  States  Census 
of  1800,  taken  by  the  Assistant  U.S.  Mar¬ 
shal  of  Rowan  County  (Salisbury  Dis¬ 
trict),  describing  his  family  as  consisting 
of  only  one  male,  aged  over  forty-five 
years  (himself:  all  persons  aged  above 
forty-five  were  enumerated  merely  as 
“over  45”) ;  one  female  aged  over  forty- 
five  (his  wife) ;  one  between  twenty-six 
and  forty-five ;  two  between  sixteen  and 
twenty-six  j  and  one  between  ten  and  six¬ 
teen  years.  When  and  where  Robert  Hus¬ 
bands  died  is  not  of  record  in  Surry 
County  -,  nor  is  there  any  further  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  real  and  personal  property} 
nor  is  there  mention  of  the  name  of  his 
wife,  or  of  the  time  and  place  of  her 
death,  or  of  any  real  or  personal  property 
owned  by  her.  Robert  Husbands  may 
have  died  before  March  5,  1802,  when 
his  two  sons  sold  land  and  removed  to 
Christian  County,  Kentucky,  viz. : 

[Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  Deed  Book  1, 

p.  308.  Abstract]  : 

Harmon  &  Noble  Husbands  to  William 
Wallace,  a  deed. 

This  Indenture  made  March  the  fifty  in  the 
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year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  nine  between  Harmon  and  Noble 
Husbands  of  the  County  of  Surry  and  State  of 
North  Carolina  of  the  one  part  and  William 
Wallace  of  said  County  and  State  aforesaid 
Witnesseth  that  the  said  Harmon  and  Noble 
Husbands  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  specie  .  .  .  have  given 
granted  .  .  .  and  sold  to  the  said  William 
Wallace  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Rockey 
branch,  waters  of  the  fork  of  North  Hunting 
Creek  beginning  at  a  pine  Caststephens  corner, 
the  southwest  corner  of  four  hundred  acres 
surveyed  to  John  Elsberry,  runs  North  eighteen 
Chains  and  a  half  to  a  pine,  thence  West 
twenty  two  Chains  and  a  half  to  a  black  Oak, 
thence  East  four  Chains  to  a  post  Oak  George 
Messicks  Corner,  thence  South  on  his  line 
twenty-six  Chains  to  a  post  Oak  on  Stephen 
Wood’s  line,  East  on  the  same  forty  Chains  to 
a  post  Oak,  thence  North  twenty  seven  and  a 
half  Chains  to  a  Stake,  thence  to  the  beginning 
containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  be  the 
same  more  or  less  together  with  the  appurte¬ 
nances  thereunto  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
bargained  land  and  premises  with  all  privileges 
and  improvements  to  the  same  in  any  way  be¬ 
longing,  to  the  said  William  Wallace  and  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  etc.  .  .  . 

In  witness  whereof  they  have  here  unto  set 
their  hands  and  affixed  their  seals  this  day  and 
date  first  above  written;  in  the  presence  of 

Harmon  Husbands  [Seal] 

Noble  Husbands 

David  Groce 
his 

Anthony  X  Luceford 
mark 

Proved  in  open  court  Feb.  session  1802,  by  the 
Oath  of  Anthony  Luceford. 

Test.  Jo.  Williams  D.C. 


Harmon  Husbands  is  of  record  as  a 
Tax  Commissioner  in  Christian  County, 
Kentucky,  Court  Order  Books  between 
1809  and  1814  (pp.  188,  308,  437)  and 
in  other  records  of  that  county.  He  and 
his  brother,  Noble,  and  sister,  Pamelia, 
and  their  father,  Robert  Husbands,  are 
further  referred  to,  sufficiently  for  our 
purpose  of  identification,  in  the  affidavits 
of  James  Green  Husbands  and  Dow  Hus¬ 
bands: 

STATE  OF  KENTUCKY, 

COUNTY  OF  McCRACKEN. 

Personally  appeared  James  Green  Hus¬ 
bands  who  deposes  to  wit: 

I,  James  Green  Husbands  of  Paducah,  Mc¬ 
Cracken  County,  Kentucky,  attorney  and 
counsellor  at  law,  born  at  Clinton,  Hickman 
County,  Kentucky,  June  28,  1843,  lawful 
son  of  William  Henderson  Husbands  (born 
in  Christian  County,  Kentucky,  February  22, 
1812)  and  his  wife  Nancy  (born  in  Critten¬ 
den  County,  Kentucky,  September  3,  1814,  as 
daughter  of  Elisha  Reese  formerly  of  North 
Carolina),  am  the  great-grandson  of  Robert 
Husbands  who  lived  in  that  part  of  North 
Carolina  once  Rowan  county  but  later  divided 
into  the  counties  of  Surry,  Yadkin,  and  Burke, 
and  who  died  in  North  Carolina,  as  doubtless 
also  did  his  wife  whose  Christian  and  maiden 
names  are  now  to  me  unknown.  Where  and 
when  this  Robert  Husbands  was  born,  and  of 
what  parentage,  and  whether  Veasey  Hus¬ 
bands,  of  whom  I  have  heard  my  now-deceased 
elders  in  the  Husbands  family  speak  as  having 
been  an  early  relative  in  North  Carolina,  was 
father  or  brother  of  this  Robert,  I  now  have 
no  remembrance  of  ever  having  been  informed 
and  I  have  made  no  attempt  to  ascertain.  Of 
the  children  of  my  great-grandfather,  Robert 
Husbands,  the  only  one  who  settled,  remained 
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in,  and  left  descendants  in  western  Kentucky 
that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  was  my  grandfather,  Herman 
Husbands.  I  believe  that  there  were  other 
children  of  my  great-grandfather,  Robert 
Husbands,  among  whom  was  Noble  Husbands, 
my  great-uncle,  who,  if  I  remember  correctly, 
early  removed  to  southern  Illinois,  but  I  have 
no  present  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of 
any  of  his  living  descendants.  My  grand¬ 
father,  Herman  Husbands,  also  probably  had 
a  sister  Pamelia,  for  whom  he  may  have  named 
his  daughter  Pamelia,  my  aunt,  who  married 
Marquis  Wheeler.  Pamelia  (Husbands) 
Wheeler  died  in  Kentucky  leaving  one  child 
who  died  in  infancy.  .  .  .  My  grandfather 
was  born  in  the  aforesaid  part  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  in  the  year  1776.  I  well  remember  my 
said  grandfather  and  his  wife  Sarah  Renshaw, 
my  grandmother,  born  in  North  Carolina.  She 
died  at  Lovelaceville  in  Ballard  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  in  the  year  1859,  when  I  was  aged  about 
sixteen  years,  grandfather  having  died  there  in 
1856.  Herman  and  Sarah  (Renshaw)  Hus¬ 
bands  married  in  North  Carolina  and  in  1805 
moved  therefrom  to  near  Hopkinsville,  Chris¬ 
tian  County,  Kentucky,  their  eldest  child,  my 
late  uncle  Col.  James  Bryson  Husbands,  then 
an  infant,  being  carried  in  his  mother’s  arms 
on  horseback.  I  do  not  recall  ever  having 
heard  that  my  great-grandfather,  Robert  Hus¬ 
bands,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution; 
but  his  son,  Herman,  my  grandfather,  told  me 
that  he  (Herman)  remembered  the  time  of 
that  war  though  but  seven  years  of  age  when 
it  ended.  He  told  me  that  he  remembered  that 
in  the  time  of  that  war  salt  was  so  scarce  in 
the  region  of  North  Carolina  where  he  lived 
that  the  people  did  not  have  enough  with  which 
to  preserve  the  meat  of  the  deer  that  they 
killed;  and  that  his  father,  Robert,  could  ob¬ 
tain  even  but  a  little  salt  for  household  use.  So 
scarce  was  it  that  Robert  Husbands  divided  up 


among  the  members  of  his  family  all  the  salt 
that  he  obtained,  telling  each  member  that  it 
was  all  that  they  could  have  for  an  indefinite 
period.  My  grandfather  told  me  that  he  took 
the  small  portion  given  to  him,  tied  it  up  in  a 
cloth  and  hid  it.  .  .  .  Three  of  his  four  sons 
were  lawyers,  and  good  ones.  His  daughters 
were  Mary  (died  unmarried),  Francina  (died 
unmarried),  Pamelia  (as  aforesaid),  Eliza 
(married  William  Heath  of  Ballard  County, 
Kentucky),  and  Frances  (married  William 
Lovelace  of  Graves  County,  Kentucky).  Of 
the  four  sons  of  the  said  Herman  and  Sarah 
(Renshaw)  Husbands  the  eldest, 

(1)  Col.  James  Bryson  Husbands,  was 
born  1805  in  North  Carolina,  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  Kentucky  in  1828;  is  stated 
on  page  303  of  Battey’s  History  of  Kentucky 
(1885)  to  have  “brought  more  suits  in  law 
than  any  man  in  Western  Kentucky  if  not  in 
the  State.”  His  only  public  office  was  as  at¬ 
torney  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky. 
He  married  Maria  Martin  who  died  in  No¬ 
vember,  1876.  He  died  at  Paducah  in  June, 
1887,  a  Methodist  and  a  Mason.  Among  his 
nine  children  were:  (1)  a  son,  Bryson  Hus¬ 
bands,  whose  daughter  resides  at  Chicago;  (2) 
Elizabeth  Husbands  now  of  New  Orleans; 

(3)  Mary  who  married  Q.  Q.  Quigley  and 
had  a  daughter  Ina  who  married  George 
Langstaff  of  Paducah  and  had  five  children; 

(4)  James  Harmon;  (5)  Anna  Maria;  (6) 
Rebecca;  (7)  Henry  Lee;  (8)  Eugene;  and 
(9)  Lindley  Murray,  who  all  died  unmarried. 

(2)  John  Harmon  Husbands,  born  in 
Christian  County,  Kentucky,  September  7, 
1814;  married  Ann  Young  (the  widow 
Flint).  He  was  a  farmer  until  his  death  at 
Paducah  in  May,  1900,  leaving  a  son  William 
Husbands  who  died,  unmarried,  about  ten  years 
ago,  at  Kankakee,  Illinois. 

(3)  William  Henderson  Husbands, 
born  in  Christian  County,  Kentucky,  February 


322 


Veazey — Dormott — H  usbands 


22,  1 8 12;  married  May  3,  1838,  in  Kentucky, 
Nancy  Reese,  who  died  at  Clinton,  Hickman 
County,  Kentucky,  in  July,  1886;  was  a 
leading  lawyer  of  Hickman  County  until  his 
death  therein  at  Clinton  on  February  25,  1855. 
These  were  my  revered  and  honored  parents. 
Their  children  were  and  are  (1)  an  unnamed 
child  born  May  10,  1839,  died  young — (2) 
Effie,  born  October  30,  1849,  unmarried — 
(3)  Cordelia  Frances,  born  July  22,  1840, 
married  Dr.  Titsworth  in  1885 — (4)  George 
Lafayette  Husbands,  born  April  30,  1846, 
died,  as  a  lawyer,  at  Clinton,  Kentucky,  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  1906 — (5)  Luella,  born  September 
28,  1855,  died  in  1887— (6)  William  Lo¬ 
renzo  Husbands,  born  February  22,  1852,  died 
as  a  lawyer  at  Spokane,  Washington,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1902,  and  (7)  myself,  James  Green 
Husbands,  married  December  30,  1868,  at 
Eddyville,  Kentucky,  Josephine,  born  in  Lyon 
county,  Kentucky,  on  July  28,  1849,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Stone  and  Lavinia  Burke  (Reese) 
Stone,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Elisha  Reese  of 
North  Carolina,  and  descendant  of  David 
Reese,  a  signer  of  the  Mechlenburg  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  of  England  at  Char¬ 
lotte,  North  Carolina,  May  20  or  31,  1775. 
My  life  has  been  passed  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  western  Kentucky.  I  was  an  Abolitionist 
before  and  a  Federalist  during  the  Civil  War, 
an  admirer  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  have 
been  a  Republican  practically  ever  since.  We 
have  been  blest  with  four  children: — Anna, 
born  October  19,  1869,  died  December  21, 
1912;  Mary,  born  November  29,  1872,  died 
June  30,  1875;  Julia  May  Husbands,  born 
May  1,  1875,  at  Eddyville,  Kentucky;  and 
William  Marshall  Husbands,  born  March  21, 
1878,  at  Eddyville,  Kentucky,  counsellor  at 
law  in  Paducah. 

(4)  Col.  Lorenzo  Dow  Husbands  (of 
whom  elsewhere). 

I  have  become  the  patriarch  of  my  tribe, 


and  the  oldest  living  descendant  of  the  afore¬ 
said  Herman  and  Sarah  (Renshaw)  Husbands 
of  North  Carolina,  who  established  our  line 
of  the  Husbands  in  Kentucky  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  years  ago. 

(Sgd)  J.  G.  Husbands 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to 'before  me  this  21 
day  of  April,  1919, 

(Sgd)  W.  M.  Husbands  Notary  Public. 
[SEAL] 

STATE  OF  KENTUCKY,  ) 

county  of  McCracken.  J  ss- 

I,  Dow  Husbands,  now  of  Paducah,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  am  the  great-granddaughter  of  Robert 
Husbands,  of  North  Carolina  (whose  wife’s 
name  I  do  not  now  have  a  record  of).  My 
grandfather,  Herman  Husbands,  son  of  this 
Robert,  was  born  in  North  Carolina;  he  mar¬ 
ried  there  Sarah  Renshaw,  and  very  early  in 
the  nineteenth  century  moved  from  North 
Carolina,  with  his  family,  to  Christian  County, 
Kentucky,  where  my  father,  the  late  Col.  Lo¬ 
renzo  Dow  Husbands,  was  born  December  18, 
1823.  My  father  had  occasion  at  various  times 
in  my  presence,  before  his  death  on  October 
23>  l9°h  in  his  eighty- fourth  year,  to  speak 
of  Noble  Husbands  and  Pamelia  Husbands; 
he  referred  to  Noble  Husbands  as  his  uncle,  a 
brother  of  my  grandfather,  Herman  Husbands, 
and  Pamelia  has  been  a  familiar  name  in  our 
Husbands  family.  My  father’s  own  sister  Pa¬ 
melia  Husbands  married  Marquis  Wheeler,  and 
she  may  have  been  so  named  from  an  aunt 
Pamelia  Husbands  of  my  father’s,  as  I  under¬ 
stand  that  my  grandfather  had  such  a  sister 
and  a  brother  Noble  Husbands;  but  I  have  no 
record  or  remembrance  of  where  they  lived  or 
died,  other  than  that  none  of  their  children  or 
descendants  lived,  or  live,  in  western  Ken¬ 
tucky,  to  my  knowledge.  My  grandfather, 
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Herman  Husbands,  was  not  a  descendant  of 
Herman  Husbands,  the  famous  Regulator  of 
North  Carolina,  but  probably  was  named  in 
honor  of  the  Regulator,  being  a  relative  but  of 
another  branch  of  the  Husbands  family.  .  .  . 

I  also  frequently  heard  Veazey  Husbands 
referred  to  by  my  father  and  others  of  my 
elder  Husbands  relatives,  as  having  been  one 
of  their  earlier  relatives  in  North  Carolina,  but 
as  to  when  or  where  Veasey  Husbands  died,  I 
have  no  record  or  remembrance;  nor  any 
recollection  or  knowledge  of  a  William  Hus¬ 
bands  as  an  uncle  or  great-uncle  of  my  father. 

My  father,  Col.  Lorenzo  Dow  Husbands, 
began  the  study  of  law  at  Paducah  in  1847  in 
the  office  of  his  much  elder  brother,  Col.  James 
Bryson  Husbands;  was  admitted  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  in  Kentucky  in  1849;  elected  to 
the  state  legislature  in  1 850;  chosen  attorney 
for  the  commonwealth  in  18555  an<l  after  a 
long  career  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of 
the  State  became  a  judge  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  western  district  of  Kentucky.  My 
father  married,  first,  in  the  year  1851,  Hannah 


Singleton,  who  died  in  1855,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Gip  Husbands,  now  of  Paducah,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  born  January  24,  1855,  who  married, 
in  1877,  Sarah  L.  Hammond,  who  died  leav¬ 
ing  a  son  William  Husbands,  whereupon  Gip 
married  again,  on  December  23,  1892,  Bertha 
Martin.  My  father  married,  secondly,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Cook  (widow  of  John  Bullock),  on 
April  24,  1859,  who  died  August  5,  1903,  by 
whom  he  had  (1)  Cook  Husbands,  now  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  born  June  15,  1861,  mar¬ 
ried,  February  21,  1884,  Araminta  Fowler; 
(2)  Mary  and  Dow  (myself)  twin  sisters, 
born  January  3,  1871,  Mary  dying  in  1873; 
and  (3)  Sarah  Renshaw  Husbands,  born  No¬ 
vember  12,  1874. 

(Sgd)  Dow  Husbands. 

[SEAL]  Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before 
me  by  Dow  Husbands,  this  the  8th  day  of 
July,  1919. 

(Sgd)  W.  A.  Wright 
Notary  Public,  McCracken  Co.,  Ky. 
Commission  Expires  Jan.  11th,  1920. 


P  AMELIA5  HUSBANDS,  born  in 
Surry  County,  North  Carolina, 
about  1780,  was  there  licensed  to 
marry  on  February  2 6,  1 799?  John5  Els- 
berry  of  the  same  county.  They  departed 
therefrom  soon  after  the  birth  of  their 
daughter  Sarah  Wilkinson  Elsberry,  born 
January  6,  1800,  for  Kentucky,  appear¬ 
ing  in  1802  or  1803  near  Lexington,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  later  removing  to  Clermont  and 
Greene  counties,  Ohio.  Some  reminis¬ 
cences  of  Pamelia  (Husbands)  Elsberry 
are  of  record  in  the  form  of  a  sworn  depo¬ 
sition  by  her  grandson,  which  deposition 
states,  in  part,  viz.: 


STATE  OF  OHIO 
COUNTY  OF  GREENE 

Personally  appeared  William  Utter  Ells- 
berry  who  deposes  and  says: 

I,  William  Utter  Ellsberry  of  the  city  of 
Xenia,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  was  born  at 
Feesburg,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  on  the  six¬ 
teenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  1845,  the 
lawful  son  of  Allen  and  Phebe  (Sisco)  Ells¬ 
berry,  who,  according  to  my  father’s  old 
family  Bible  which  I  own,  were  married  at 
Ripley,  Brown  County,  Ohio,  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  March  in  the  year  1832. 

I  am  the  grandson  of  my  said  father’s  law¬ 
ful  parents,  John  and  Pamelia  (Husbands) 
Elsberry,  originally  of  North  Carolina,  who 
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removed  therefrom  to  five  miles  back  of  Lex¬ 
ington,  Kentucky,  where  my  father  was  born 
on  the  24th  day  of  November  1806  (accord¬ 
ing  to  his  statement  made  to  me  and  the  old 
record  in  his  said  Bible);  and  wherefrom  my 
said  grandparents  removed  to  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  sometime  between  the  year 
1806  and  the  year  1813;  and  from  thence 
thereafter  they  removed  to  the  town  of  Xenia 
in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  before  the  year 
1820.  .  .  . 

I  believe  that  I  have  a  good  memory.  I  per¬ 
sonally  remember  my  grandmother  Pamelia, 
the  widow  of  my  grandfather  John  Elsberry. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Husbands.  Although 
she  was  left  a  widow  with  eight  or  nine  chil¬ 
dren  about  the  year  1820  here  in  Xenia,  she 
did  not  marry  again.  After  her  daughter  Sarah 
Wilkinson  Elsberry,  my  father’s  sister,  mar¬ 
ried  Reverend  John  McClain  here  at  Xenia  in 
1822,  my  said  grandmother,  with  my  father 
Allen  Ellsberry  and  the  other  children,  re¬ 
moved  from  Xenia  to  New  Hope,  Brown 
County,  Ohio,  where  resided  her  brother-in- 
law,  Dr.  Enoch  Ellsberry  (one  of  my  grand¬ 
father  s  brothers),  and  near  to  Georgetown, 
Brown  County,  where  lived  another  brother, 
Michael  Ellsberry,  and  his  family.  Pamelia 
(Husbands)  Elsberry  lived  as  a  member  of 
the  household  of  my  father  in  Brown  County 
beginning  some  time  after  his  marriage  in 
Brown  County  in  1832,  continuing  until  her 
death  in  1849  or  *850;  but  she  divided  her 
time  considerably  during  that  period  by  visits 
to  her  daughter  Sarah  W.  (Elsberry)  Mc¬ 
Clain,  at  my  uncle  John  McClain’s  house  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  about  twenty  miles 
from  New  Hope.  My  father’s  house  at  New 
Hope  was  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  while  Dr.  Enoch  Ellsberry  lived  at  the  top 
of  the  hill. 

Thus  it  was,  that  I,  though  only  a  small  boy 
at  the  time,  came  to  know  Pamelia  (Husbands) 
Elsberry  as  my  father’s  mother,  in  the  last 


years  of  her  life;  and  my  personal  contact  with 
her  then  was  sufficient  to  cause  me  now  to  re¬ 
member  her  as  my  grandmother,  apart  from 
the  fact  that  I  heard  her  referred  to  many 
times,  after  her  death,  as  having  been  my 
grandfather  John  Elsberry’s  widow,  by  my 
parents,  aunts,  and  uncles  while  they  were 
living.  I  particularly  recollect  that  my  said 
grandmother  had  blue  eyes  and  a  freckled 
face;  and  that  I  was  wont  to  tease  her  about 
the  freckles,  and  that  when  I  did  so  she  would 
gently  reprove  me.  I  recall  her  habit  of  sitting 
at  the  left  side  of  the  fireplace  in  a  rocking 
chair,  in  my  father’s  house;  that  side  of  the 
fire  was  her  place  where  I  often  sat  and  played 
beside  her.  .  .  .  My  grandmother  walked  out 
one  day  from  our  house  to  her  daughter 
Clarissa’s,  slipt  down  on  the  way  and  broke 
her  hip.  She  died  there  at  Fincastle  not  more 
than  two  years  later,  attended  in  her  last  ill¬ 
ness  by  Dr.  Beck;  but  my  recollection  is  that 
she  was  taken  to  uncle  John  McClain’s  for 
burial  in  the  cemetery  of  the  church  in  which 
he  preached,  near  Nicholsville,  Clermont 
County,  Ohio.  My  father  did  not  set  down  in 
his  Bible  the  exact  date  of  his  mother’s  death; 
but  the  date  has  always  been  fixed  in  my  mind 
by  the  facts  that  she  died  several  years  after  my 
elder  brother  John  Reece  Ellsberry,  who  died 
May  18,  1846,  and  but  a  short  time  before 
my  father  returned  from  Fincastle,  to  what  is 
now  New  Burlington  on  the  Clinton  County 
side  of  the  Greene  County  boundary  in  1852. 
Father  had  left  the  farm  known  as  the  McColl 
place  near  Fincastle  in  1851,  stopping  at 
Waynesville  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  in  that 
year  before  permanently  locating  at  New  Bur¬ 
lington. 

(Sgd)  William  Utter  Ellsberry 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  26  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1918,  before  me. 

(Sgd)  J.  E.  Jones 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
Greene  County,  Ohio. 
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Summary : 

( 1 )  John  Vasey  =  Martha  Charles  Dormott  =  Sarah 

(2)  Robert  Veazey  =  Lucie  Dormott  Wm  Husband  =  Mary 

I 

John  Husband  =  Sarah 


(3)  Mary  Veazey  =  John  Husbands 

I 

(4)  Robert  Husbands  = 

_ j 

I 

(5)  Pamelia  Husbands  =  John3  Elsberry 


Jonas  and  Ann  Williams  of  Fauquier 

County,  Virginia 


JONAS  WILLIAMS,  probably  a 
Welshman,  born  about  1660,  died 
between  June  12  and  July  2,  I744> 
the  dates  of  the  making  and  the  proving 
of  his  will  in  the  court  of  Richmond 
County,  Virginia.  [ W ill  Book  No.  5,  p. 
461.]  The  will  names  a  son  Morgan, 
daughters  Frances  Benson  and  Eliza  Wil¬ 
liams,  and  a  wife  Eliza.  The  testator  first 
appears  in  Virginia  on  April  3,  1695* 
[Westmoreland  Order  Book,  1690—1698 , 
p.  95.]  He  resided  near  the  line  of  Rich¬ 
mond  County  and  is  afterward  of  record 
in  both  counties.  His  will  does  not  name 
a  son  Jonas 5  but  in  1695  there  was  a  boy 
of  that  name  in  the  same  region,  who  may 
have  been  a  son,  or  was  otherwise  closely 
related. 

This  boy,  Jonas  Williams,  was  appren¬ 
ticed  in  1693,  grew  up  among  the  Wash¬ 
ingtons  and  Wrights  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  thereby  gained  advantages  that  he 
probably  could  not  have  had  if  he  had  re¬ 
mained  in  Richmond  County  as  did  the 
others  of  the  elder  Jonas  Williams’  fam¬ 
ily.  That  the  influences  arising  from  the 
associations  of  his  apprenticeship  became 
paramount  in  his  life,  as  a  young  man,  is 
clear.  Years  before  the  death  of  the  elder 
Jonas  Williams  in  1744,  the  younger 
Jonas  Williams  had  followed  the  Wrights 
into  Prince  William  County.  Thus,  long 
isolated  from  the  other  Williams’,  he 


was  not  bequeathed  anything  by  them  if, 
as  is  very  likely,  he  was  one  of  them,  as 
is  occasionally  the  case  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  The  parent,  relative,  or  guardian 
of  the  boy  Jonas,  not  living  on  lands  of 
his  own  whereon  boys  would  have  been  an 
asset  in  labor,  was  free  to  apprentice  him 
to  Major  Francis  Wright’s  brother-in- 
law,  Captain  John2  Washington.  It  was 
the  custom  in  such  case  to  determine  offi¬ 
cially  the  age  of  the  apprentice  in  order 
that  the  day  when  the  boy  would  become 
of  legal  age  (eighteen  years)  might  be 
fixed.  Seven  years  was  a  common  period 
of  apprenticeship. 

[Westmoreland  “Court  Order  Book  from 

1690  to  1698 p.  1 1  id]  : 

At  a  Court  held  for  the  sd  County  the  29th 
day  of  Nov.  1693.  .  .  .  Capt.  Jno  Wash¬ 
ington  brought  before  this  Court  one  Jonas 
Williams  his  Serv1  and  pray’d  Judgmt  of  his 
age,  which  being  considered  by  the  Court  they 
doe  adjudge  him  to  be  eleven  yeares  of  age. 
And  doe  ordr  hee  serve  according  to  Law. 

Though  this  engagement  largely  sepa¬ 
rated  the  boy  from  his  relatives,  it  was  a 
fortunate  arrangement.  He  grew  up  on 
the  estate  of  one  of  the  important  men  of 
Virginia  thereby  coming  frequently  in 
contact  with  the  Wrights.  Jonas  Williams, 
the  younger,  was  almost  exactly  of  the  age 
of  John3  Wright,  the  only  son  of  Major 
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Francis2  and  Anne  (Washington)  Wright. 
As  Jonas  Williams  did  not  acquire  land  in 
Westmoreland,  and  does  not  appear  of 
record  as  having  engaged  there  in  any 
trade  or  commercial  ventures,  independ¬ 
ently,  it  would  seem  that  he  proved  a 
valuable  man  to  the  Washingtons  and  re¬ 
mained  with  them,  or  with  the  Wrights, 
for  years  after  he  became  of  age.  Five 
years  after  being  apprenticed,  Jonas  was 
still  residing  with  his  master  at  Wake¬ 
field,  and  the  value  of  the  remainder  of 
his  term  of  service  was  then  appraised  at 
two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  after  his 
master  died: 

[ Deeds  and  Wills  No.  2,  Westmoreland 

County ,  Virginia ,  folio  149]: 

April  27,  1698,  Division  of  the  Estate  of 
Thomas  Welsford  and  Richard  Watts  from 
the  Estate  of  Capt.  John  Washington  deed  .  .  . 
1  boy  named  Jonas  Williams  a  2000 

He  married  in  Westmoreland,  not  later 

than  1715,  Honour  ( - )  whose  maiden 

name  is  not  of  record.  When  Major  Fran¬ 
cis  Wright’s  son,  John3  Wright,  removed 
from  Westmoreland  in  1 723  with  his  wife, 
Dorothy,  and  sons,  Francis4  and  John4, 
to  Leesylvania  near  Dumfries  in  Stafford, 
later  Prince  William,  County,  Jonas  Wil¬ 
liams  followed  with  his  own  family,  and 
located  near  Midland  (now  in  Fauquier 
County)  upon  an  estate  immediately  ad¬ 
joining  the  grant  of  Waugh  Darnall. 
Thus  when  John3  Wright’s  son,  John4, 
acquired  in  1741  a  part  of  the  Darnall 
estate,  Jonas  Williams’  land  joined 
Wright’s.  It  was  there  that  Jonas’  daugh¬ 
ter,  Ann,  and  Judge  Wright’s  son,  John5, 
found  their  life’s  happiness  in  each  other. 
The  marriage  of  Jonas  Williams  to 


Honour  ( - )  and  the  baptisms  of  their 

children  were  duly  recorded  in  the  records 
of  Pope’s  Creek  Church,  Washington  Par¬ 
ish,  Westmoreland,  for  the  law  compelled 
it  j  but  no  law  since  enacted  in  Virginia 
was  sufficient  to  prevent  that  vital  records 
book  of  Washington  Parish  from  being 
cut  up  into  paper  dolls  by  the  children  of 
a  modern  parishioner  who  permitted  them 
to  do  so.  The  exact  year  of  the  removal  of 
Jonas  Williams  to  Prince  William  County 
cannot  be  stated,  because  he  is  not  of  rec¬ 
ord  as  having  sold  real  estate  upon  leav¬ 
ing  Westmoreland  or  of  buying  land  upon 
his  arrival.  He  neither  sued  nor  was  sued 
in  Westmoreland,  and  is  not  of  record  as 
being  summoned  to  court.  If  he  had  land 
there,  it  was  by  a  lease  not  publicly  re¬ 
corded.  He  did  own  land  in  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam  County,  and  his  purchase  of  it,  if 
before  1731,  may  have  been  recorded  in 
the  Stafford  land  records  now  lost.  If  it 
was  bought  soon  after  1731,  the  deed  may 
have  been  in  the  Prince  William  record 
book  which  has  been  missing  since  the  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Manassas.  Proof  that  Jonas  Wil¬ 
liams  early  owned  land  in  Prince  William 
County  is  found  on  page  66  of  Deed 
Book  D  at  Manassas  in  the  deed  of  March 
26,  1739,  by  which  David  Darnall  sold  to 
Joseph  Duncan  for  £30  150  acres,  “part 
of  a  greater  dividend  taken  up  by  the 
grantor’s  father  Morgain  Darnall”  and 
secured  by  patent  dated  March  2,  1722- 
23,  bounded  by  lands  owned  by  George 
Whitley,  John  Smith,  and  Jonas  Wil¬ 
liams.  This  Jonas  Williams  is  found  es¬ 
tablished  near  the  present  village  of  Mid¬ 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  the  present 
county  of  Fauquier,  close  to  the  section 
which  the  Germans  first  settled,  where 
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Justice  John4  Wright  acquired  in  1741  a 
part  of  the  estate  patented  in  17  25  by 
Waugh  Darnall.  The  declaration  of 
Wright’s  son,  Captain  John5  Wright,  in 
his  suit*  against  his  mother-in-law,  Hon¬ 
our,  widow  of  Jonas  Williams,  in  17 66, 
says:  “in  or  about  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1749  one  Jonas  Williams  being  possessed 
of  a  considerable  estate  both  real  and  per¬ 
sonal etc. 

On  August  26,  1751,  Justice  John4 
Wright  in  deeding  to  his  son  William, 
185  of  the  236  acres  he  had  acquired  in 
1741  of  the  Darnalls,  says,  “beginning  at 
the  dividing  corner  between  Jonas  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Seimon  Morgan.”  Although 
the  court  records  of  Prince  William 
County  are  incomplete,  and  though  two 
books  of  early  wills  and  one  of  early 
deeds  referring  to  land  in  that  section  are 
lost,  it  seems  likely  that  Jonas  Williams 
took  no  part  in  public  affairs  and  kept 
clear  of  the  courts  as  he  had  in  Westmore¬ 
land.  Thus  the  events  of  his  life  are  al¬ 
most  a  blank.  Even  his  will  and  inventory 
are  lost,  having  been  included  in  the  miss¬ 
ing  Prince  William  will  book  for  1749. 
Estimable  as  a  private  citizen  he  surely 
was;  his  associations  with  eminent  neigh¬ 
bors  establishes  that.  The  Wrights,  the 
Darnalls,  the  Morgans  were  his  friends. 
That  is  a  favorable  commentary  upon  a 
life  that  must  have  been  placid;  otherwise 
some  ripple  of  discord  surely  would  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  records.  In  the  electionf  for 
burgesses  of  Virginia  in  1741,  he  voted 
for  Thomas  Harrison  (elected)  and  for 
Valentine  Peyton  (defeated).  But  two 

*  See  p.  428  of  the  Wright  chapter  in  Volume  I. 

fW.  F.  Boogher,  Gleanings  of  Virginia  History , 
p.  11 6. 
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more  records  remain  of  this  apparently 
silent  and  non-aggressive  man  whose  life, 
we  believe,  was  one  of  Christian  humility 
and  service: 

[ Prince  William  County  Will  Book  C ,  p. 

468]: 

At  a  Court  held  for  the  County  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam  the  26th  day  of  March  1744.  Ordered 
that  We  the  Subscribers  should  value  and  Ap¬ 
praise  all  and  singular  the  estate  of  John  Hack¬ 
ney  deced  being  first  sworn  before  Capt.  John 
Wright  gent,  have  appraised  the  following 
things  vizt:  [The  inventory  follows.]  As  Wit¬ 
ness  our  hands,  this  6th  of  April  1 744,  John 
his 

Garner.  Jonas  X  Williams,  John  Duncan, 
mark 

This  is  to  Sartifi  that  the  above  named  ap- 
prasers  was  sworn  before  me. 

John  Wright 

The  last  record  of  Jonas  Williams  is  in 
the  words  of  his  son-in-law,  Captain 
John5  Wright,  related  in  the  latter’s  suit$ 
against  his  mother-in-law  Honour  Wil¬ 
liams: 

.  .  .  in  or  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1749 
one  Jonas  Williams  being  possessed  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  estate  both  real  and  personal  and  hav¬ 
ing  made  his  last  will  and  testament  duely  au¬ 
thenticated  Departed  this  life;  that  in  his  said 
last  will  and  testament  after  having  given  sev¬ 
eral  legacies  he  devises  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner;  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved 
wife  Honour  Williams  of  the  County  afsd. 
.  .  .  one  feather  bed  &  furniture  forever  and 
the  use  of  all  the  rest  of  my  estate  during  her 
natural  life  and  then  to  be  divided  between  two 
of  his  Daughters  Sarah  &  Ann  (which  said 
Ann  is  since  intermarried  with  your  orator)  as 

X  Fauquier  court  session,  July  30,  1765,  as  related 
in  full  at  p.  428  of  the  Wright  chapter  in  Volume  I. 
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by  the  said  will  recorded  in  the  County  Court 
of  Prince  William  it  will  more  fully  and  at 
large  appear;  and  your  orator  further  shews 
that  the  said  defendant  being  with  one  John 
St.  Clair  appointed  an  Executrix  to  the  said 
will  sued  out  Letters  Testamentary  thereto 
and  possessed  herself  of  the  entire  Personal 
Estate  of  which  the  said  Jonas  died  possessed 
and,  having  paid  the  Specific  Legacies,  De¬ 
tained  to  her  own  use  the  Whole  Surplus  in 
virtue  of  the  Devise  aforesaid  to  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  value  as  by  the  Inventory  of  the  said 
Estate  relation  thereto  being  had  will  appear. 

This  declaration,  being  given  in  full  on 
page  428  of  the  Wright  chapter,  is  not 
here  repeated,  but,  in  addition  to  the  per¬ 
sonal  estate  of  Jonas  Williams  which  the 
declaration  describes,  the  son-in-law,  Cap¬ 
tain  John5  Wright,  also  refers  to  “the 
Plantation  which  she  held  under  her  said 
Husbands  will,  negroe  Phillis  and  all  and 
singular  the  premises  before  mentioned” ; 
also  to  “George  Wheatley  who  intermar¬ 
ried  with  her  the  said  defendant’s  Daugh¬ 
ter  Sarah”  Williams.  Shortly  prior  to  this 
suit,  the  aged  widow,  Honour  Williams, 
had  been  sued  by  her  son-in-law,  George 
Wheatley,  of  which  the  only  record 
found  reads  as  follows: 

[Prince  William  County ,  Court  Minutes 

Book.  1761  to  1763,  p.  83]: 

At  a  Court  continued  &  held  for  Prince 
William  County  the  24th  of  February  1762. 
Present,  Henry  Lee.  John  Hooe  John  Baylis 
William  Carr  gent.  Justices. 

Wheatley  vs  Williams.  George  Wheatley 
Plaintiff.  Honor  Williams  Defendant.  In 
Detinue.  By  Consent  of  Parties  the  Special 
Verdict  in  this  cause  is  set  for  Argument  at 
Next  Court. 

[P.  283.]  At  a  Court  Continued  and  held 
for  Prince  William  County  the  6th  of  Au¬ 


gust  1762.  Present  Henry  Lee  Alan  Macrae 
Henry  Peyton  Lewis  Reno,  gent.  Justices. 
George  Wheatly  PB  Honor  Williams  Def1. 
In  Detinue 

This  day  came  the  parties  by  their  Attor¬ 
neys  whereupon  all  and  Singular  the  premises 
being  seen  &  by  the  Court  here  fully  under¬ 
stood,  and  mature  deliberation  thereupon  had 
it  is  Considered  that  the  said  Pit.  recover 
against  the  said  Defendant  One  Negro  Slave 
named  Phillis  of  the  price  of  forty  five  pounds, 
one  Negro  slave  named  Sampson  of  the  price 
of  thirty  pounds  and  one  Negro  slave  named 
Solomon  of  the  price  of  twenty  pounds  and 
one  shilling  Damage,  by  the  Jurors  aforesaid 
in  form  Assessed,  and  it  is  also  Considered 
that  the  said  Pit.  recover  against  the  said  de¬ 
fendant  his  Costs  by  him  in  this  behalf  Ex¬ 
pended,  and  the  Deft,  in  mercy 

From  which  Judgment  the  Defendant 
prayed  an  Appeal  to  the  Eleventh  day  of  the 
next  General  Court  which  is  granted  her  &c. 

The  Journal  of  the  General  Court  of 
Virginia  for  1762  and  1763  reveals  no 
record  that  this  appeal  was  actually  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  colonial  assembly.  One 
Thomas  Withers,*  alleged  by  Captain 
John5  Wright  to  have  influenced  Honour 
Williams  against  him,  was  later  proceeded 
against  by  the  widow: 

[Fauquier  Court  Minute  Book  for  1768, 

p.  26]: 

Honor  Williams  Pit.  against  Thomas 
Withers ,  deft.  Referred  by  consent  of  both 
parties  to  John  Duncan  and  Paul  Williams 

*  The  identity  of  this  man  is  revealed  in  a  manu¬ 
script  copy  of  a  church  record,  formerly  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  Mrs.  Roberta  (Williams)  Deyo,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  deceased,  which  names  Elizabeth  as  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jonas  Williams,  and  as  wife  to  Thomas 
Withers,  and  that  this  Elizabeth  died  March  27, 
1783,  and  Thomas  Withers  died  Nov.  12,  1794. 
[National  Genealogical  Society  Quarterly ,  March, 
1931,  p.  11.] 
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and  their  award  to  be  the  judgment  of  the 
Court.  (No  further  record.) 

After  Jonas  Williams’  long  life  free 
from  the  contentions  of  litigation,  it 
might  be  remarked  that  the  survivors  of 
his  Williams  family  lacked  the  Welsh¬ 
man’s  characteristic  power  of  “holding 
things  down,”  for  the  widow  was  soon  in 
court  again,  tenacious  and  determined: 

[Fauquier  Court  Minutes ,  September 

p.  148]: 

Honor  Williams  vs  John  Etherington.  On 
an  attachment.  This  day  came  the  Pit.  by  her 
Attorney,  and  John  McNeil  a  Garnishee  being 
sworn  declares  he  has  three  hundred  and  thirty 
nine  pounds  of  Transfer  Tobacco  belonging 
to  the  deft,  in  his  hands,  and  the  said  deft, 
failing  to  appear  and  replevey  the  same  tho. 
Called.  It  is  Considered  by  the  Court  that  the 
Pit.  recover  against  the  said  deft.  Eight  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  of  Crop  Tobacco  and  her  Costs 
by  her  in  this  behalf  Expended  and  the  said 
deft,  in  Mercy  ec.  And  it  is  ordered  that  the 
Tobacco  in  the  Garnishee’s  hands  be  con¬ 
demned  towards  satisfying  this  Judgment. 

Thus  ends  the  recorded  existence  of 
Honour  Williams  whose  death,  doubtless, 
occurred  on  her  own  estate  in  Fauquier 
County  not  far  from  the  time  (1774) 
when  her  daughter  Ann2  (Williams) 
Wright  removed  to  North  Carolina.  The 
settlement  of  Honour  Williams’  estate 
does  not  appear  in  Fauquier  records,  nor 
does  any  deed  of  conveyance  of  it  by  her ; 
therefore  it  is  a  safe  assumption  that  the 
land  came  to  her  grandsons  Jonas,  David, 
and  James  Williams,  or  to  her  daughter 
Sarah  (Williams)  Wheatley. 

Jonas  Williams,  born  in  the  year  1682, 
probably  in  Great  Britain,  died  as  afore¬ 
said  in  1749  aged  sixty-eight  years.  His 


marriage  in  Westmoreland  to  Honour 
(whose  maiden  name  is  surmised  to  have 
been  Morgan)  occurred  about  1715?  since 
his  son,  Jonas  Williams,  had  married  by 
1758.  This  son  Jonas  had  reached  voting 
age  (eighteen)  in  1741,  for  in  that  year 
his  name  occurs  in  the  Prince  William  list 
of  voters*  as  “Jonas  Williams  Jr”  be¬ 
neath  the  name  of  his  father.  Before  his 
early  death  in  1744,  he  had  acquired  a 
portion  of  the  land  originally  granted  by 
Lord  Fairfax  to  Waugh  Darnall,  possibly 
by  marriage,  as  there  is  no  deed  on  record 
of  the  purchase  itself.  This  fact  of  pos¬ 
session  is  referred  to  in  a  deed  given  four 
years  later  by  his  widow  Ann  and  her  sec¬ 
ond  husband,  Charles  Garner,  to  Justice 
John4  Wright,  dated  July  23,  1748, 
whereby 

Charles  Garner  and  Anne  his  wife  of  the 
County  of  Prince  William  and  Colony  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  .  .  .  for  £12.  current  money  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  .  .  .  sell  to  John  Wright,  gent,  of  the 
County  and  Colony  aforesaid  .  .  .  sixty  acres 
Scituate  lying  &  being  in  Prince  William 
County  aforesaid  being  part  of  a  tract  of  Land 
by  patent  from  the  proprietor’s  office  Granted 
to  Waugh  Darnall  Deced  &  Joyning  to  the 
said  John  Wright’s  Land  which  he  formerly 
purchased  of  Jonas  Williams  Junr.  &  the  said 
Anne  .  .  .  Beginning  at  ...  to  another  tract 
belonging  to  the  said  Wright  &  in  the  division 
line  between  the  two  daughters  of  Waugh 
Darnall. 

One  easily  is  led  to  surmise  that  Jonas 
Williams,  Jr.’s,  wife  Anne  was  either  a 
younger  daughter  of  Waugh  Darnall  or 
an  elder  daughter  of  one  of  the  latter’s 
sons,  Jeremiah  or  Jacob  Darnall  or  David 

*  W.  F.  Boogher,  Gleanings  of  Virginia  History, 
p.  11 6. 
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Darnall  (son  of  Morgan  Darnall).  The 
marriage  records  that  might  prove  it  hav¬ 
ing  been  burned,  as  related  by  Bishop 
Meade  at  page  216,  Volume  II,  of  Old 
Churches ,  Ministers  and  Families  of  Vir¬ 
ginia ,  the  inquirer  is  left  in  suspense. 
Nevertheless,  Jonas  Williams,  Jr.,  re¬ 
corded  his  attachment  and  esteem  for 
Justice  John4  Wright  nine  years  before 
the  latter’s  son  John  married  Jonas’  sis¬ 
ter  Anne  Williams.  The  will  reposing  the 
'  testator’s  trust  in  Justice  Wright  also 
serves  to  prevent  any  confusion  of  identi¬ 
ties  between  Jonas,  Jr.,  and  his  father 
Jonas,  and  of  Anne,  the  widow  of  Jonas, 
Jr.,  with  his  sister  Anne  Williams: 

\Prince  William  County ,  Will  Book  C ,  p. 

473]: 

Williams’s  Will 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  Amen,  I 
Jonas  Williams  Junr  of  Prince  William 
County  being  sick  and  weak  but  of  a  perfect 
&  sound  memory  thanks  be  to  Almighty  god 
for  the  same  and  calling  to  mind  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  this  life  and  that  it  is  Appointed  for 
all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this 
my  last  will  and  Testament  in  manner  and 
form  following,  that  is  to  say,  First  I  bequeath 
my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  god  that 
gave  it,  and  my  body  to  the  earth  to  be  de¬ 
cently  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executor 
&  executrix  hereafter  named,  and  as  for  such 
worldly  Estate  it  hath  pleased  God  to  Endow 
me  with  I  give  and  bequeath  in  the  Following 
manner.  IMPRIMIS  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  beloved  son  David  Williams  one  hundred 
and  Eleven  Acres  of  Land  Joining  to  the  land 
of  John  Wright  gent,  and  the  land  of  Simon 
Morgan.  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  be¬ 
loved  son  Jonas  Williams  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  Acres  of  land  being  the  Lot  that  Jacob 
Darnall  now  lives  upon.  Item.  I  give  and  be¬ 


queath  to  my  beloved  son  James  Williams  one 
hundred  and  thirty  three  Acres  of  Land  Join¬ 
ing  to  the  land  of  Doctor  Bell  deceased.  Item. 
I  leave  unto  my  well  beloved  wife  Ann  Wil¬ 
liams  all  my  moveable  estate  during  her  wid- 
dowhood  or  Natural  life  and  if  she  marries  to 
be  equally  divided  among  my  three  sons  be¬ 
fore  named.  Lastly  I  Constitute  and  Appoint 
my  well  beloved  wife  Ann  Williams  Execu¬ 
trix  and  my  beloved  friend  John  Wright  gent, 
executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 
Revoaking  and  disanuling  all  former  wills  by 
me  made  Confirming  this  to  be  my  last  will 
and  Testament.  IN  Witness  whereof  I  have 
set  my  hand  and  Seal,  this  30th  day  of  January 
1743/4 

Jonas  Williams  [Seal] 

Signed  Sealed  &  pronounced  Declared  &  Ac¬ 
knowledged  In  presence  of 

his 

Vincent  X  Garner 
mark 

John  Lloyd 

her 

Elizabeth  x  Sinclair. 
mark 

Presented  in  court  April  23,  1744,  by 
Ann  Williams  and  proved  by  the  oaths  of 
Vincent  Garner  &  John  Lloyd.  Ann  Wil¬ 
liams,  John  Ambrose,  and  Augustine  Jin- 
nings  gave  a  bond  of  £250  to  “Robert 
Jones  gentleman  first  Justice  in  the  com¬ 
mission  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of 
Prince  William”  on  April  23,  1744,  as 
executrix  of  the  will  of  Jonas  Williams, 
Junior,  deceased.  John4  Wright  did  not 
officially  serve  as  an  executor  of  this  will 
of  Jonas  Williams,  Junior,  doubtless  be¬ 
cause,  as  a  justice  of  the  county,  he  would 
be  called  upon  to  administer  oaths  to  the 
others  concerned.  That  this  was  the  case  is 
shown  by  the  inventory: 
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[Will  Book  C,  p.  497]: 

At  a  Court  held  for  Prince  William  county 
the  23d  day  of  April  We  the  Subscribers  being 
appointed  appraisers  to  Appraise  the  Estate  of 
Jonas  Williams  Junr  deced  being  first  sworn 
before  Capt.  John  Wright  gen1  have  Ap¬ 
praised  as  followeth  Vizt.  Inventory  follows. 
— £84:6:2 

Charles  Morgan,  Daniel  Marr, 

John  Garner. 


I  do  hereby  Certifie  that  the  within  men¬ 
tioned  persons  were  sworn  before  me — 

John  Wright. 

Jonas  and  Honour  ( - )  Williams 

repose  in  the  soil  they  called  their  own. 
Their  daughter  Sarah,  her  husband 
George  Wheatly,  and  the  children  of  her 
brother  Jonas,  Junior,  continue  in  the 
Fauquier  records.  The  other  daughter, 
Ann,  we  now  refer  to  more  specifically. 


ANN  WILLIAMS,  born  circa  1735, 
/  %  married  in  Fauquier  in  1753, 
I  m  Captain  John5  Wright,  bore  him 
eighteen  children  who  lived  to  maturity, 
removed  in  1774  with  husband  and  fam¬ 
ily  to  Buck  Shoal  Township,  Surry  (now 
Yadkin)  County,  North  Carolina,  and, 
surviving  her  husband,  is  last  of  earthly 
record  as  follows: 

[Surry  County  Court  Minute  Booky  1793,  at 
Dobson,  North  Carolina]  : 

Session  of  August  15,  1793:  “An  addi¬ 
tional  inventory  of  the  estate  of  John  Wright 
decd  was  retd  by  Ann  Wright  the  exx  &  or¬ 
dered  to  be  recorded” 

[Bureau  of  the  Census ,  Washington ,  D.C.]  : 

Original  MS.  of  the  United  States  Census 
of  1790,  North  Carolina,  Salisbury  district, 
Surry  county,  taken  by  U.S.  Asst.  Marshall 
Thomas  Henderson,  page  185: 

Heads  of  Families:  Ann  Wright;  free 
white  males  of  sixteen  years  and  over  includ¬ 
ing  heads  of  families,  1 ;  free  white  males  un¬ 
der  sixteen  years,  3;  free  white  females  in¬ 
cluding  heads  of  families,  6;  all  other  free 
persons,  O;  slaves,  o. 


[Deed  Book  F,  p.  146,  Dobson,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Abstract]  : 

“12  Ocr.  1794  .  .  .  Anne  Wright,  Ex¬ 
ecutrix  to  the  Estate  of  John  Wright,  de¬ 
ceased,”  sells  to  Samuel  Roberts,  for  £20. 
specie,  120  acres  of  land  in  Surry  county,  on 
a  small  branch  known  by  the  name  of  Pole 
Branch,  waters  of  North  Hunting  Creek. 

[Signed]  Anne  Wright 

Stephen  Wood  John  Stephens. 

[Deed  Book  F,  p.  251,  Dobson,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Abstract] : 

24  January,  1795,  “Ann  Wright”  sells  to 
James  Rotan  for  £22.  specie  129  acres  “on 
the  waters  of  Hunting  Creek.” 

Ann  Wright 

Thomas  Wright,  James  Wright. 

[Filed  Paper,  County  Clerk’s  Office ,  Dob¬ 
son]  : 

A  List  of  Taxables  in  Hudspeth’s  District 
for  the  Year  1795  Ann  Wright,  widow,  862 
[acres] — 2  [polls]. 

Together,  it  must  be,  they  lie,  on  their 
own  land  or  beside  the  Flat  Rock  Creek 
Baptist  Chapel  situated  over  a  mile  north- 
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easterly  from  the  Elsberry  Methodist 
Chapel,  founded  by  their  daughter  Aga¬ 
tha’s  father-in-law,  John3  Elsberry,  or  at 
the  Elsberry  Chapel  cemetery.  The  as¬ 
surance  conveyed  by  the  statement  written 
in  1849  at  Bethel,  Ohio,  in  her  diary  by 
their  granddaughter,  Nancy  (Riley) 
Clark,  that  Ann  (Williams)  Wright 
“died  in  her  ninetieth  year,  and  was  a 
Babtist  with  her  husband  many  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death,”  and  that  “the  most  of  her 
children  were  Babtists,”  coupled  with  the 
fact,  as  shown  on  page  451  of  the  Wright 
chapter,  that  John  Wright  joined  the 
Baptists  shortly  before  leaving  Fauquier 
County,  Virginia,  in  1774  for  North 
Carolina,  clearly  connects  the  Wrights 
with  the  Baptists  of  Flat  Rock  Creek,  and 
suggests  that  they  were  interred  near  that 
church.  There  were  twenty-two  Baptist 
congregations  in  North  Carolina  in  1771, 
before  any  Methodist  church  had  been 
erected.  Captain  John5  and  Ann  (Wil- 

Summary: 


liams)  Wright  were  pioneer  Baptists  in 
Surry  County.  The  1849  diary  of  Nancy 
(Riley)  Clark  refers  to  her  grandmother, 
Ann  (Williams)  Wright,  as  becoming  a 
widow 

with  nine  children  living  with  her,  and  nine 
more  that  were  married.  Some  lived  near.  Her 
oldest  son,  Thomas,  was  a  Babtist  and  lived  on 
an  adjoining  farm.  She  had  a  good  farm  and 
two  old  negroes.  She  lived  on  the  same  farm 
until  her  death  in  [1825],  and  raised  her  chil¬ 
dren.  Some  of  them  were  very  small  when 
their  father  died.  They  all  married  and  moved 
away — some  to  Kentucky,  some  to  Missouri, 
some  to  Alabama. 

The  Rev.  William  Petty,  the  Baptist 
preacher  who  lived  near  the  Wrights, 
Elsberrys,  and  Husbands  in  Surry 
County,  married  Lucretia6,  daughter  of 
John5  and  Ann  (Williams)  Wright.  In 
John3  Elsberry ’s  tax  list  of  1780  this  Rev. 
William  Petty  had  two  slaves  and  £2748 
in  property. 


Jonas  Williams  =  Honour  ( - ) 


Ann  Williams  =  John5  Wright 


English  of  Gloucestershire,  England,  and 

of  New  Jersey 


THE  surname  of  English  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  latest  work  upon 
etymology,  Surnames  of  the 
United  Kingdom ,  by  Henry  Harrison, 

(i,  136): 


ENGLISH  (English)  English  (man).  Mid¬ 
dle  English — Englissh,  Englisch  &c.  (Anglo- 
French — Engleis).  Old  English,  Englisc. 
Walter  le  Engleis — Hundred  Rolls.  John  le 
Englissh — Parliamentary  Writs.  Cp. — Inglis. 

[P.  227.]  INGLIS,  Ingliss.  (Northern 
England  and  Scotland),  English(man).  Old 
Norse  or  Icelandic,  Englis ,  as  in  Englismenn , 
Englishmen:  cp.  also  Swedish  Engelsman, 
Englishman. 

The  Inglis  men  war  armed  wele  Both  in 
yren  and  in  stele.  .  .  .  War  never  men  better 
in  fight  Than  Ingliss  men,  whil  thai  had 
myght.  L.  Minot  (circa  1350),  in  How  Ed¬ 
ward  the  King  come  in  Braband. 

I  haif  red  mony  quarss  [books]  .  .  .  Both 
Inglis  and  Latene,  Lord  Fergus  Gaist.  cp. 
English. 


In  1901,  C.  W.  Bardsley  in  A  Diction¬ 
ary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames  (p. 
276),  gives: 

ENGLISH.  Local,  “the  English,”  no  doubt 
the  Scotch  Inglis  anglicised  as  English  in  Eng¬ 
land  would  be  an  unlikely  sobriquet. 

William  le  English,  county  Somerset,  I  Ed¬ 
ward  III;  Kirkeby’s  Quest ,  p.  230. 

As  le  Frenssh  is  so  common  in  this  register 
it  is  quite  possible  that  in  some  cases  a  feeling 


of  opposition  gave  rise  to  a  nickname;  a  game 
of  French  and  English  at  an  early  date.  But 
the  Scotch  Inglis  is  no  doubt  the  chief  parent. 

[P.  417.]  INGLIS ,  Inglish,  Ingliss — Lo¬ 
cal,  “the  English,”  i.e.,  the  Englishman,  a 
name  originating  in  the  Lowlands.  A  State 
document  relating  to  a  serious  raid  across  the 
border  in  1541,  speaks  of  the  attacking  party 
as  gathering  “to  the  number  of  fifty-two  Ing- 
lismen” — The  History  of  Liddesdale  and  the 
Debateable  Land ,  R.  B.  Armstrong. 

Walter  Ingeleys,  county  Oxford,  1273; 
Hundred  Rolls.  Idonea  la  Engleys;  Placitorum 
in  Dom.  Caf.  Westminster.  Roger  Ingleys, 
circa  1300;  Writs  of  Parliament.  Johannes 
Inglays,  1379;  Poll  Tax,  Yorkshire. 

Bardsley’s  idea  of  a  Scottish  origin  of 
the  surname  of  English,  that  it  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  some  man  or  men  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  who,  later,  came  to  reside  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland  or  in  a  settlement 
on  the  Scottish  border,  and  so  was  called 
Engleis,  Inglis,  at  a  time  when  surnames 
were  being  formed  in  that  part  of  the  isle 
of  Britain,  does  not  seem  sufficient  to 
cover  the  origins  of  the  several  separate 
unrelated  families  surnamed  English. 
Harrison’s  suggestion  that  the  surname  of 
English  is  found  in  the  Anglo-French 
Engleis  provides  a  basis  for  an  origination 
of  the  surname  in  England,  in  some  small 
community  composed  mostly  of  Normans 
and  men  of  immediate  Norman  descent, 
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who  still  dominated  many  places  and  peo¬ 
ple  in  England  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
and  who  may  have  there,  in  that  century, 
so  repeatedly  designated  some  man  of  na¬ 
tive  descent  as  le  Engleis ,  that  the  appel¬ 
lation  stuck  to  him,  and,  by  him  and  his 
issue,  was  adopted  and  perpetuated.  This 
could  have  happened  in  more  than  one 
place,  somewhat  simultaneously,  any¬ 
where  in  the  southern  half  of  England. 
Also  to  be  noted  is  the  fact  that  the  earli¬ 
est  records  of  the  surname  are  written 
with  the  Norman  preposition  le. 

The  Celts  of  Wales,  across  the  river 
Severn  from  Somersetshire,  and  the  Celts 
of  Cornwall,  near  to  the  coast  of  Somer¬ 
set,  who  considered  themselves  and  their 
duchy  of  Cornwall  as  something  apart 
from  the  English  and  the  rest  of  Eng¬ 
land,  are  also  to  be  considered,  as  well  as 
the  Normans,  as  apt  to  have  designated  a 
man  from  the  adjacent  counties,  largely 
Saxon  in  their  stock,  remaining  in  the 
Cornish  region,  as  the  Englishman).  The 
resting-place  most  inviting  for  the  origin 
of  the  surname  of  English  in  southwest¬ 
ern  and  south-central  England  is  in  the 
Anglo-Norman  association — an  English¬ 
man  called  “le  Engleis”  by  his  Norman 
lord  or  by  Norman  descendants. 

The  yeomen,  husbandmen,  and  trades¬ 
men  in  the  southern  and  central  parts  of 
the  county  of  Gloucester,  England,  were 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  wool,  the  weav¬ 
ing  of  cloth,  the  making  of  garments,  and 
in  the  marketing  of  these  goods.  One  of 
the  weavers  was  Tobias  English,  brother 
to  the  Joseph  English,  Senior,  who  came 
to  America  in  1683.  He  died  while  still  a 
young  man,  leaving  a  will: 


[Probate  Registry ,  Gloucester ,  England. 

Original  will\  : 

The  last  Will  and  Testiment  [dated 
August  30,  1659]. 

Whereas  Tobias  English  being  in  his  perfect 
sensis  of  parish  Horsley  &  County  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  Broadweaver 

Item  I  do  by  my  Will  give  to  my  Wife  my 
house  and  grounde  and  household  stuffe  dur- 
inge  her  widowes  estate  after  to  my  Son  Jos¬ 
eph  ye  house  and  ground  &  broadloome  dur¬ 
ing  ye  whole  terme  of  years  hee  payinge  unto 
his  Brother  Thomas  &  his  sister  Katherine  4 
yeare  after  hee  dothe  enjoy  it  ye  sum  of  tenn 
pound  a  peece  &  if  either  of  them  doth  die 
this  part  to  be  parted  equally  between  ye  other 
two  and  I  doe  appoint  my  Son  Joseph  to  be  my 
whole  Executor.  And  I  do  appoint  my  Brother 
Joseph  &  Samuel  Clifte  to  be  over  seears  of 
this  my  Will 

ye  mark  of  T  Tobias  English 

[Witnesses]  Samuell  Clift,  William 
Wilkins,  John  Trevis,  Edward  Barden, 
Joseph  English,  Jonathan  Clift. 

(There  is  no  date  of  the  proving  of  this  will 
other  than  the  year  1668  endorsed  when  it  was 
filed  in  the  court.) 

This  testator’s  son,  Joseph  English, 
married  Mary  Chapman,  May  28,  1654. 
Since  the  record  of  their  marriage  is  en¬ 
tered  in  the  register  of  the  parish  church 
of  Horsley,  Gloucestershire,  neither  was 
then  a  Quaker,  though  the  Quakers  had 
become  active  in  the  neighborhood  three 
years  before.  The  registers  of  the  church 
of  St.  Martin,  at  Horsley,  begin  in  the 
year  1587.  Joseph  English,  son  of  the 
said  Tobias,  died  at  Horsley  in  the  year 
1708,  leaving  a  will: 

[Probate  Registry ,  Gloucester ,  England ]  : 

Abstract  of  will  of  Joseph  English  of  Hors- 
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ley,  County  Gloucester,  Broadweaver,  dated 
28  June  1708: 

To  my  Son  Edward  English  one  great 
boiler.  To  my  Son  Thomas  English  one  broad 
loom  &  tools  &  after  decease  of  my  Wife 
Mary  English  the  house  &  shop  I  now  live  in 
upon  condition  he  pay  to  my  daughter  Mary 
English  £5.  Residuary  legatee  &  executrix; 
Mary  English  my  Wife. 

Trustees:  Walter  Chambers  &  my  Brother 
Thomas  English  both  of  Horsley,  Broad- 
weavers. 

Witnesses:  Walter  Chambers,  Henry 
Neale,  Thomas  English 

Proved  at  Gloucester  1  July,  1708.  Inven¬ 
tory  £17.  5.  2 

The  brother,  Joseph  English  (Senior), 
and  the  Samuel  “Clifte”  named  as  over¬ 
seers  in  the  will  of  Tobias  English,  who 
also  signed  their  names  to  the  will  as  wit¬ 
nesses,  came  to  America.  Samuel  Clift’s 
daughter,  Hannah  Clift,  married  in  Eng¬ 
land  Joseph  English,  Senior’s,  son,  Joseph 
English,  Junior.  The  latter  was  a  son  by 
his  father’s  first  wife  who  died  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Further  evidence  may  be  had  from 
the  records  of  the  parish  of  Horsley,  but 
American  records  establish  the  relation¬ 
ships  of  these  persons. 

Joseph  English,  Senior,  and  Joseph 
English,  Junior,  both  came  from  Horsley 
in  southern  Gloucestershire,  England,  to 
the  Delaware  River,  settling  respectively 
on  opposite  sides  of  it,  at  Byberry  on  the 
Pennsylvania  bank  and  at  Burlington  on 
the  West  Jersey  shore.  The  records  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  younger  man  came  from 
England  as  early  as  1677  with  his  wife 
and  her  father,  Samuel  Clift;  while 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  did  not  come 
until  early  in  1683,  at  the  earliest.  The 


American  records  do  not  specifically  de¬ 
scribe  these  men  as  father  and  son,  but  it 
is  difficult  to  doubt  the  relationship,  for 
while  they  lived  near  enough  together  to 
see  one  another  occasionally,  they  did  not 
live  near  enough  to  make  it  either  neces¬ 
sary  or  likely  that  they  would  adopt  the 
designations  of  “Senior”  and  “Junior” 
merely  to  distinguish  one  man  from  the 
other.  The  men  were  sufficiently  distinct 
in  their  affairs  and  location  to  have  had 
no  occasion  to  have  their  names  entered 
in  legal  documents  as  Senior  and  Junior, 
as  they  did,  unless  their  relationship  to 
each  other  was  that  of  father  and  son. 

Let  us  note  the  references  to  Joseph 
English,  Senior,  during  his  brief  life  in 
America.  Joseph  English,  Senior,  his  son 
Henry  English,  and  one  Henry  Ballinger 
were  together  at  Nails  worth  and  Horsley 
in  Gloucestershire,  England,  early  in 
1683,  after  Joseph’s  son,  Joseph,  had  gone 
to  New  Jersey  with  Samuel  Clift  of 
Horsley  and  Avening.  Giles  Knight,  son- 
in-law  of  Joseph  English,  Senior,  had 
sailed  from  England  in  the  ship  Welcome 
in  company  with  William  Penn  on  his  first 
voyage  to  America  in  1682.  Penn  came  to 
found  and  settle  his  province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  given  to  him  by  Charles  II  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  payment  of  large  sums  of  money 
owed  by  the  Crown  to  Penn’s  father,  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  William  Penn.  The  Welcome 
arrived  at  what  became  Newcastle  on  the 
Delaware,  October  12,  1682;  and  Giles 
Knight  proceeded  up  the  river  Delaware 
and  found  Joseph  English,  Junior,  with 
the  latter’s  father-in-law,  Samuel  Clift, 
living  on  the  river  at  Bristol  on  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  side,  and  in  association  with  the 
Quaker  settlers  directly  across  the  river  at 
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Burlington  in  West  Jersey.  The  second 
record  in  America  of  Joseph  English, 
Senior,  is  in  the  records  of  the  Monthly 
Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Bur¬ 
lington: 

4th  of  ye  6th  Mo.  1684.  Where  Henry  Bal¬ 
linger  and  Mary  Harding  pposed  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  marriage — and  ye  man  is  desired  to 
send  for  a  certificate  from  friends  in  Old 
England  against  they  come  again  to  ye  meet¬ 
ing. 

6th  of  ye  8th  Mo.  1684.  Henry  Ballenger 
and  Mary  Harding  pposed  their  intentions  of 
marriage  ye  second  time  where  Frds  conde¬ 
scended  to  their  coming  together  in  ye  fear  of 
God — Joseph  English  giving  in  his  testimony 
of  ye  meetings  willingness  at  Nailsworth  of 
sending  a  certificate  though  they  came  away 
before  ye  monthly  meeting. 

This  Joseph  English  (Senior)  was  in 
Pennsylvania  when  Ballenger  first  asked 
for  permission  to  marry.  The  record  of 
October  8,  1684,  clearly  states,  “they 
came  away  before  ye  monthly  meeting  at 
Nailsworth,”  the  “they”  meaning  Joseph 
English,  Senior,  and  Henry  Ballenger. 
Mary  Harding  is  known  to  have  come  to 
America  (from  London)  before  Joseph 
English  did.  It  is  clear  that  between  the 
two  meetings  at  Burlington,  eight  weeks 
apart,  Ballenger  had  received  no  certificate 
from  England,  and  had  no  intention  of 
waiting  for  one.  If  he  expected  one  and 
had  waited  eight  weeks  for  it,  he  would 
have  needed  to  wait  only  a  little  longer. 
But,  instead,  it  is  evident  that  he  sought 
the  good  offices  of  his  friend  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Senior,  who  had  been  with  him  at 
Nailsworth  some  months  before,  and  who 
knew  that  the  Meeting  of  Friends  at 
Nailsworth  knew  that  Ballenger  was  free 


to  marry,  and  knew  that  the  meeting 
would  have  given  Ballenger  a  certificate 
if  he  had  waited  for  it,  before  leaving 
England.  He  did  not  wait,  or,  perhaps, 
did  not  know  that  he  would  need  the  cer¬ 
tificate  so  soon  in  America.  It  was  the  cus¬ 
tom  among  the  Quakers  leaving  one  place 
for  another  to  take  with  them  certificates 
of  membership,  and  for  unmarried  per¬ 
sons  to  have  a  paper  describing  themselves 
as  single  persons.  So  Henry  Ballenger 
would  have  merely  complied  with  the  cus¬ 
tom  if  he  had  applied  for  a  certificate  of 
good  character  and  of  his  being  an  unmar¬ 
ried  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at 
Nailsworth  when  he  was  about  to  leave 
for  America.  Doubtless  such  a  certificate 
would  have  been  given  at  the  next 
monthly  meeting.  But  both  Ballenger  and 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  left  Nailsworth 
for  America  before  the  date  of  that  next 
meeting.  That  they  arrived  in  America 
before  1684  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  be¬ 
cause  of  American  records  to  that  effect. 

Before  we  proceed  to  cross  the  ocean 
with  these  two  men,  it  should  be  observed 
that  Joseph  English’s  son,  Henry  Eng¬ 
lish,  was  still  in  England,  and  that  while 
there  he  bought  land  in  Pennsylvania, 
coming  to  America  soon  after.  With  him 
came  his  sister  Esther,  who  married 
Abraham  Hewlings  of  Burlington  County, 
New  Jersey,  at  Abington  Friends  Meet¬ 
ing,  Pennsylvania,  August  3,  1686.  First 
to  be  noted  is  the  record  of  Henry  Eng¬ 
lish’s  land  purchase  while  he  was  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  lease  preliminary  to  the  final 
release  was  executed  within  a  few  days 
of  the  day  on  which  William  Penn  and 
his  company  sailed  for  America  in  the 
W elcome ,  in  which  vessel  also  came  Gyles 
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Knight,  brother-in-law  of  Henry,  to 
whom  the  latter  “surrendered”  the  land: 

[ Pennsylvania  Archives ,  Second,  Series ,  XIX , 
463,  Minute  Book  G.  7  mo.,  3d  1 7°5 1  • 
The  Propr’y  by  L[ease]  and  Release,  Dat. 
2d  6  mo.  ’81.  Granted  500  acres  of  land  to 
Rich’d  Few  (the  elder)  of  Market  Lavington, 
in  the  County  of  Wilts,  Shoemaker,  to  hold  &c. 
(land  to  be  laid  out  in  this  Province,  quit  rent 
I  Shilling  per  one  hundred  acres).  And  the 
said  Few,  by  Ind’re  dat.  14  and  15,  7ber,  ’8 1 
Granted  to  Joan  Teif  (“self”  in  a  later  deed), 
of  Market  Lavington,  aforesaid,  Widow,  250 
acres,  P’t  of  the  said  500  to  Hold,  &c.  The 
said  Joan  afterwards  Intermarried  with  Rob¬ 
ert  Silvester  of  Horseley,  In  the  County  of 
Gloucester,  Mercer,  who,  by  their  Ind’re  of 
L  [ease]  and  Release,  dat.  31st  of  Aug’t.  and 
Mar.  I  1683,  sold  the  said  250  acres  to  Hen. 
English,  of  Horseley,  aforesaid,  Weaver,  The 
said  Hen’y  by  an  Indorsement  On  the  last 
ment’  release,  Yielded  up  and  surrendered  the 
said  250  a’s  to  Gyles  Knight,  of  Byberry,  in 
the  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  Pensilvania, 
husbandman,  for  the  use  of  his  Sons  Jos.[eph] 
Thom’s  Knight,  heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever  to 
be  equally  divided  between  them  when  they 
are  in  Age. 

No  Date  nor  Seal  to  this  Idle  Piece  of  Writ¬ 
ing;  desires  a  Patent;  this  250  Acres  is  re¬ 
turned  in  a  General  Draught  of  Warminster 
Township  as  the  same  was  resurveyed  by  Jno. 
Cutler,  But  the  Bounds  not  being  Mentioned 
make  it  So  Imperfect  no  Patent  Can  be  made 
on  it. 

(John  Cadwalader,  of  Horsham) 

Nailsworth  and  Horsley  in  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  England,  are  close  together,  and  in 
the  seventeenth  century  Nailsworth  was  a 
tithing  in  Horsley.  This  record  shows  that 
Henry  English  leased  this  land  on  Au¬ 
gust  31  and  concluded  the  purchase  six 


months  later,  on  March  1  in  the  same 
year,  1 682/3 ;  that  he  was  in  England  on 
the  latter  date;  and  that  he  assigned  the 
property  to  his  brother-in-law,  Gyles 
Knight,  for  the  latter’s  sons  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  America;  and  that  some  years 
later  the  sons  desired  to  obtain  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  title  by  a  direct  patent  from 
William  Penn. 

Although  Samuel  Clift  and  his  son-in- 
law,  Joseph  English,  Junior,  were  on  the 
Delaware  River  several  years  before 
1683,  and  although  Giles  Knight  had  ar¬ 
rived  there  in  October,  1682,  there  is 
nothing  by  which  we  can  show  that  Joseph 
English,  Senior,  his  son  Henry  English, 
and  Henry  Ballinger,  left  England  until 
after  March  1,  1682/3.  The  first  Ameri¬ 
can  record  of  Joseph  English,  Senior,  is 
of  a  warrant  of  survey,  May  16,  1683, 
for  land  in  Warminster.  Such  a  record  is 
good  evidence  of  his  presence  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  at  that  time.  This  date  was  two 
months  and  a  half  after  his  son  Henry 
had  purchased  in  England  the  other  tract 
in  Warminster,  which,  at  an  unknown 
date,  Henry  assigned  to  Giles  Knight  as 
aforesaid.  This  interval  gives  ample  time 
for  them  to  arrive  in  Philadelphia  and 
apply  for  more  land.  On  page  193  of 
Proud’s  History  of  Pennsylvania ,  1 797? 
Volume  /,  the  ship  Bristol  Factor ,  Roger 
Drew,  Commander,  is  mentioned  as  ply¬ 
ing  at  this  period  between  Bristol,  Eng¬ 
land  (near  Nailsworth),  and  the  Dela¬ 
ware  River.  We  are  however  unable  to 
ascertain  positively  in  what  vessel  came 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  his  son  Henry, 
his  daughter  Esther,  and  Henry  Ballen- 
ger  between  March  1,  1682—3,  and  May 
16,  1683.  Spring  being  the  season  when 
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departures  from  England  were  most  nu¬ 
merous,  together  with  Joseph  English, 
Senior’s,  American  land  record  of  May 
1 6,  1683,  leads  us  to  believe  that  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  America  late  in  April  or  in  the 
month  of  May.  As  to  Giles  Knight,  his 
name  appears  in  the  list  of  passengers  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  ship  Welcome  at  Newcastle, 
October  12,  1682,  who  gave  in  the  certifi¬ 
cates  they  had  brought  from  England  to 
the  Friends  Meeting  in  Philadelphia. 
[See  Quaker  Arrivals  at  Philadelphia , 
1682 }  by  Albert  Cook  Myers.]  Giles 
Knight,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  of  Byberry, 
Pennsylvania,  came  from  the  Nailsworth 
Friends  Meeting,  Gloucestershire.  He 
was  born  about  1650,  before  the  Quaker 
records  begin}  Mary  was  born  about  1655 
but  her  birth  is  not  recorded  in  the 
Quaker  records}  there  is  no  evidence  of 
her  father’s  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  at  that  time.  They  had 
children  when  they  came  to  America. 
Giles  Knight,  in  1717,  secured  a  certifi¬ 
cate  from  the  Friends  Meeting  to  Friends 
in  England,  because  he  was  to  make  a 
business  trip  back  to  England  at  that  time. 
He  returned  and  died  at  Byberry.  Mary 
(English)  Knight  died,  aged  seventy- 
seven,  in  1732.  The  marriage  records  of 
the  Nailsworth  Monthly  Meeting  give 
the  record  of  the  marriage: 

Mary  English  of  the  parish  of  Horsley, 
county  of  Gloucester,  married  Giles  Knight, 
Broad  Weaver  of  Rodborrow,  24  day,  2  mo., 
1679  [April]. 

The  birth  records  of  the  Gloucester  Quar¬ 
terly  Meeting  show  the  following: 


Joseph  Knight,  born  3  day,  10  mo.,  1680 
[December],  son  of  Giles,  jr.  &  Mary  of 
Nailsworth  Monthly  Meeting. 

Giles  Knight,  born  18  day,  10  mo.,  1681 
[December],  son  of  Giles  &  Mary  of  Nails¬ 
worth  Monthly  Meeting. 

Henry  English  did  not  purchase  any 
land  of  William  Penn  upon  arriving  in 
America,  but  seems  to  have  remained  with 
his  father,  for  after  his  father’s  death  he 
is  found  in  possession  of  the  land  war¬ 
ranted  to  his  father,  May  16,  1683,  to¬ 
gether  with  some  additional  land  adjoin¬ 
ing.  This  land  was  in  Warminster  Town¬ 
ship,  Bucks  County.  It  is  shown  upon 
Holmes’  map  as  having  been  resurveyed 
in  1703  as  the  land  of  Henry  English. 
This,  therefore,  clearly  establishes  the 
identity  of  the  land  granted  by  William 
Penn  to  Joseph  English,  Senior,  May  16, 
1683}  on  the  bottom  of  the  original  war¬ 
rant  of  that  date  is  the  indorsement  of 
Thomas  Holmes,  Surveyor  General, 
dated  November  17  following,  ordering 
the  deputy  surveyor  to  lay  out  the  land 
“at  the  upper  end  of  a  Townshipp  on 
Neshamineh  Creek.”  This  means  in  War¬ 
minster  Township,  and  it  also  completely 
distinguishes  Joseph  English,  Senior,  and 
his  land  from  Joseph  English,  Junior,  and 
his  land.  This  document  is  of  prime  his¬ 
torical  value  as  an  exhibit.  It  is  one  of  the 
few  extant  written  by  Penn  himself.  It 
was,  probably  enough,  written  when 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  and  William 
Penn  met  at  Philadelphia  to  arrange  for 
the  purchase  of  the  land. 

Penn  arrived  in  America  October  12, 
1682,  in  the  ship  Welcome ,  landing  at 
what  is  now  Newcastle,  Delaware.  He 
proceeded  to  the  site  of  Philadelphia,  and 
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later  went  to  the  bend  of  the  Delaware 
River  some  twenty-five  miles  northeast  of 
Philadelphia,  where  Samuel  Clift  and 
Joseph  English,  Junior,  were  residing 
with  their  families.  It  was  at  this  latter 
place  on  the  Delaware  River  that  William 
Penn  decided  to  establish  his  home  in 
America.  He  immediately  had  Pennsbury 
Manor  surveyed  there ;  upon  it  was  later 
built  what  is  considered  to  have  been  the 
best  private  residence  of  its  day  on  the 
continent.  The  lands  of  Samuel  Clift  and 
Joseph  English,  Junior,  lay  just  to  the 
southwest  of  this  private  estate  planned 
by  William  Penn;  while  the  land  of  the 
grant  of  May  1 6,  1683,  to  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Senior,  lay  to  the  northwest,  as  is 
shown  by  the  survey  made  by  Thomas 
Holmes.  So  this  warrant  to  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Senior,  was  executed  by  William 
Penn  only  seven  months  after  Penn’s  ar¬ 
rival  in  America.  The  original  warrant  is 
marked  No.  4,  suggesting  that  there  were 
only  three  warrants  issued  by  Penn  before 
the  date  of  this  one  for  lands  in  Bucks 
County.  The  text  of  the  warrant  follows: 

\Defartment  of  Internal  Affairs ,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania ,  Bucks  County.  Old  Rights  No.  4  ]  : 

WILLIAM  PENN  Proprietary  &  Governf 
of  ye  Province  of  Pennsylvania  [Seal]  &  ye 
Territories  thereunto  belonging. 

Bucks 

At  ye  Request  of  Joseph  English  S  yl  I 
would  grant  him  to  take  up  Two  hundred 
Acres  in  ye  County  of  Bucks,  These  are  to 
will  and  require  thee  forthwth  to  survey  or 
cause  to  be  survey’d  unto  him  ye  said  Number 
of  Acres  in  ye  above-mentioned  County  in  a 
Place  not  already  taken  up,  according  to  ye 
Method  of  Townships  appointed  by  me,  and 
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make  returns  thereof  into  my  Secretary’s 
Office.  Given  at  Philadelphia,  ye  16th  of  ye 

M  16831  WM  PENN 

For  Thomas  Holmes  Survey^  General 

17th  qmo  order’d  J.T.  to  lay  it  out  at  the 
upper  end  of  a  Townshipp  on  Neshemineh 
Creek. 

On  Holmes’  map  of  1703  this  tract  of 
200  acres  has  grown  to  300  acres  and  was 
owned  by  Henry  English  ;  the  quantity  of 
land  has  been  elsewhere  referred  to  as 
399  acres  j  whatever  amount  was  actually 
surveyed,  or  later  added,  the  original  war¬ 
rant  called  for  only  200  acres.  Joseph 
English,  Senior,  is  believed  to  have  had 
also  an  original  grant  of  500  acres,  but 
aside  from  a  reference  to  him  in  Martin’s 
History  of  Byberry>  and  the  possibility 
that  Giles  Knight  may  have  made  the 
purchase  for  him,  there  is  no  original  war¬ 
rant  for  such  a  survey  in  the  Land  Office 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  However, 
the  Secretary  states  that  many  of  the 
original  warrants  are  lost.  The  only  refer¬ 
ence  to  such  a  quantity  of  land  is  found  on 
page  699  of  Volume  II,  third  series,  of 
Pennsylvania  Archives ,  under  the  heading 
of  “Old  Rights,”  “693  Joseph  English 
Warrant  500  acres,  12th  6th  Mon  1704.” 
No  evidence  appears  that  Joseph  English, 
Junior,  had  this  quantity  of  land  at  this 
time;  there  is  no  deed  by  him  having  to 
do  with  any  such  property  at  any  time. 
Moreover  he  is  known  to  have  removed 
from  Bucks  County  and  to  have  sold  all 
his  land  there  about  that  time.  As  there  is 
nothing  to  show  where  this  land  was  lo¬ 
cated,  one  naturally  falls  back  upon  the 
possibility  that  Joseph  English,  Senior, 
had  it.  His  widow  made  no  accounting  of 
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his  estate,  and  all  of  his  property  passed  to 
his  heirs  without  being  recorded  in  either 
the  land  or  probate  records  of  Bucks 
County,  or  in  the  probate  records  of 
Philadelphia  County  in  which  Byberry 
was  located. 

Joseph  English,  Senior,  is  connected 
with  Warminster  chiefly  in  relations  with 
his  son  Henry 5  but  the  records  place 
him  more  at  Byberry  where  Giles  Knight 
lived,  about  ten  miles  down  the  Delaware 
from  Bristol,  where  Joseph  English,  Jun¬ 
ior,  lived.  He  thus  seems  to  have  been 
more  attached  to  his  daughter,  Mary 
(English)  Knight,  and  such  dealings  as 
he  may  have  had  with  Joseph  English, 
Junior,  are  not  of  record,  or  probably 
were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  recorded. 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  did  not  long  re¬ 
main  a  widower  after  arriving  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  the  records  of  the  Middle- 
town  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  then 
known  as  Neshaminah  Meeting  in  Bucks 
County,  show  that  he  and  Joan  Comly 
proposed  their  intention  of  marrying, 
i oth  month,  3,  1684  (December).  He 
was  required  by  that  meeting  to  produce 
a  certificate  at  the  next  meeting  of  his 
Monthly  Meeting,  the  old  Oxford  Meet¬ 
ing,  otherwise  known  as  Abington 
Monthly  Meeting:  the  record  there 
shows  that  “John  Hart  was  ordered  to 
write  and  sign  one  on  the  behalfe  of  the 
Meeting.”  The  record  of  the  marriage  is 
given  in  the  Book  of  Arrivals  in  Bucks 
County  in  the  handwriting  of  Phineas 
Pemberton,  the  clerk  of  the  county,  viz.: 

Joseph  English  of  Poqueston  Creeke  in 
Philadelphia  County,  and  Joane  Comly  of 
Bucks  County,  ye  26th  of  2  Mo.  1685. 
[April.] 


The  certificate  that  Joseph  English,  Sen¬ 
ior,  was  required  to  produce  from  his 
Meeting  is  recorded  in  the  Middletown 
Meeting  as  having  been  presented  on  “1 1 
Mo.  5,  1684-5”  (January),  the  marriage 
certificate  being  also  of  record  there,  since 
the  marriage  was  celebrated  at  a  public 
meeting  in  the  house  of  John  Otter.  The 
certificate  was  witnessed  by  Mary  East¬ 
man,  Edmond  Bennett,  John  Boy  den, 
Margaret  Boyden,  Elizabeth  Lundy, 
John  Otter,  Robert  Hall,  James  Spencer, 
Rebecca  Bennett,  Robert  Rowe,  Henry 
English,  Naomi  Allen,  Elizabeth  Otter, 
and  John  Hurst.  There  is  nothing  to  show 
whether  Joseph  English,  Junior,  was 
present  at  the  marriage  or  what  his  atti¬ 
tude  toward  it  may  have  been.  In  this 
connection,  it  may  be  noted  that  Joseph 
English,  Junior,  was  not  a  Friend. 

As  Joseph  English,  Senior,  left  no 
will,  his  real  estate  descended  to  his  eld¬ 
est  son ;  so  we  find  Henry  in  possession  of 
property  that  is  known  to  have  been  his 
father’s.  Joan  Comly  was  the  widow  of 
Henry  Comly,  whose  will  was  proved 
June  10,  1684,  devising  to  his  daughter 
Mary  and  son  Henry  an  estate  of  400 
acres  with  a  house.  Edmond  Bennett, 
David  Davis,  and  William  Paxson  were 
named  as  executors,  but  letters  were 
granted  to  Davis  alone.  He  dying  “23d 
of  1  mo.  1686”  leaving  the  estate  unset¬ 
tled,  a  lawsuit,  begun  against  him  before 
his  death  in  behalf  of  Henry  Comly, 
Junior,  was  without  definite  result. 

The  minutes  of  the  Bucks  County  Or¬ 
phans’  Court  contain  many  references  to 
this  estate  of  Henry  Comly.  The  court 
endeavored  to  secure  a  proper  bond  to 
protect  the  estate  of  the  boy,  Henry 
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Comly,  Junior.  Joseph  English  died  be¬ 
fore  the  matter  was  settled;  the  boy  grew 
up  and  married  with  his  father’s  estate 
still  unsettled — if  indeed  it  ever  was  set¬ 
tled  legally.  The  last  record  we  have  of 
Joseph  English,  Senior,  before  his  death, 
is  of  his  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Jury  at  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
i oth  day  of  4th  month  1685.  He  died 
the  1  Oth  of  the  8th  mo.  1686  (October), 
and  was  buried  at  the  “Burying  Ground 


of  John  Hart’s”  in  Byberry.  [Abington 
Monthly  Meeting  Records.]  The  records 
of  the  Middletown  Monthly  Meeting  in 
Bucks  County  give  the  date  of  Joan 
(Comly)  English’s  burial  as  10  mo.  20, 
1689.  There  are  many  worthy  descend¬ 
ants  of  Joseph  English,  Senior,  through 
his  daughter  Mary  who  married  Gyles 
Knight,  and  through  the  daughter  Esther 
who  married  Abraham  Hewlings,  but  his 
son  Henry  left  no  descendants. 


Joseph2  English,  Junior,  of  England  and 

West  Jersey 


JOSEPH2  ENGLISH,  JUNIOR, 
though  he  had  married,  doubtless  in 
England,  Hannah,  the  daughter  of 
the  Friend,  Samuel  Clift,  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  vital  records  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey, 
nor  in  the  records  of  any  of  the  several 
Friends’  meetings  across  the  Delaware 
River  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  resided  for  a  few  years.  He 
seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  consider¬ 
able  number  of  men  who  came  to  Bur¬ 
lington  very  early,  who,  though  perhaps 
not  actually  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  yet  may  have  attended  the  meet¬ 
ings.  Surrounded  as  he  was  by  Quakers, 
and  with  his  father-in-law,  Samuel  Clift, 
a  Friend  of  many  years’  standing  in 
Horsley,  Gloucestershire,  and  of  record 
as  having  left  there  for  America  bearing  a 
certificate  from  the  Nailsworth  Friends 
Meeting  and  as  affiliated  with  Quakers  in 


Burlington  during  his  residence  in  Amer¬ 
ica  until  his  death  about  September,  1683, 
it  is  odd  that  we  do  not  find  the  name  of 
Joseph  English,  Junior,  in  the  Friends’ 
vital  records.  He  had  children  born  along 
the  Delaware;  they  do  not  appear  in  the 
Quaker  birth  records.  Some  of  them  be¬ 
came  Quakers;  and  one  or  more  of  the 
branches  of  the  family  that  remained  in 
Burlington  County,  New  Jersey,  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  faith;  while  the  branch 
through  the  son,  John3  English,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township, 
New  Jersey,  does  not  at  any  time  appear 
in  the  records  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
of  that  township.  The  absence  of  the 
name  of  Joseph  English,  Junior,  from  the 
Friends’  records  may  point  to  a  personal 
difference  between  him  and  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Senior,  if  on  nothing  more  than  re¬ 
ligious  matters.  Indeed  the  records  asso¬ 
ciate  him  more  closely  with  his  father-in- 
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law  than  with  his  father.  Further  light 
upon  these  personal  affairs  can  now  come 
only  from  records  in  England. 

Joseph  English,  Senior,  lived  after  his 
arrival  in  America  about  May,  1683,  but 
three  years  and  five  months.  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Junior,  lived  in  America  about 
thirty-six  years.  After  the  death  of  Joseph 
English,  Senior,  in  October,  1686,  Joseph 
English,  Junior,  was  recorded  without  the 
affix,  “Jr.”  Later  on,  when  the  latter’s  son 
Joseph3  became  of  age,  they  were  distin¬ 
guished  in  the  records  of  Burlington 
County,  New  Jersey,  as  Senior  and  Jun¬ 
ior.  As  we  are  not  directly  concerned  with 
the  latter,  Joseph3,  Junior,  but  rather  with 
his  brother,  John3  English,  who  settled  in 
the  township  of  Great  Egg  Harbor,  New 
Jersey,  our  further  records  and  references 
to  Joseph2  English,  the  father  of  the  said 
John3,  may  be  made  without  the  affixes 
“Sr.”  and  “Jr.,”  which  applied  to  him  at 
different  periods.  This  Joseph2  English 
may  be  fairly  described  as  of  the  landed 
gentry  of  the  province  of  West  Jersey. 
His  son,  John3,  and  grandson,  Joseph4, 
son  of  John3,  were  likewise  men  of  im¬ 
portance,  position,  and  influence.  Joseph 
English  is  not  of  record  as  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  of  land  from  William 
Penn.  Aside  from  the  land  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Delaware  River  that  came 
into  his  control  upon  the  death  of  Samuel 
Clift  in  1683,  all  of  Joseph’s  land  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  deeds  as  having  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  him.  Samuel  Clift’s  will,  dated 
November  23,  1682,  bequeathed  “unto 
Joseph  English  my  son  in  Law  .  .  . 
thirty  acres  of  Land  begining  up  the 
Creeke  where  he  hath  begune  his  hous  & 
commonly  called  the  mill  Creeke.”  This 


creek  was  the  western  boundary  of  Clift’s 
land.  Clift  had  obtained  title  to  this  land 
by  a  grant  from  Sir  Edmond  Andros, 
Governor  of  New  York,  as  is  more  spe¬ 
cifically  noted  in  the  Clift  chapter. 

Before  citing  the  various  land  records 
of  Joseph2  English,  some  consideration 
may  be  given  to  the  time  of  his  arrival  in 
West  Jersey.  That  he  came  from  Horsley, 
Gloucestershire,  England,  as  a  member  of 
the  family  of  Samuel  Clift  can  scarcely 
be  open  to  doubt,  nor  that  Clift  had  noti¬ 
fied  the  Nailsworth  Meeting  of  Friends 
as  early  as  March  13,  1676-7  [ Book  A, 
p.  6,  Removals  to  Burlington ,  Friends 
Records ,  Burlington ,  New  Jersey],  of 
his  intention  to  enter  upon  the  great  ad¬ 
venture  of  removing  himself  and  his 
family  to  West  Jersey.  The  first  ship  to 
bring  hither  the  founders  of  Burlington 
was  the  ship  Kent  which  sailed  from  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  summer  of  1677  and  arrived  at 
New  Castle,  on  the  Delaware  River,  Au¬ 
gust  1 6,  in  that  year,  with  230  passengers, 
a  large  part  of  whom  soon  afterward  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  site  of  Burlington.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  the  spring  of  1678 
that  a  substantial  and  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  at  Burlington  was  effected.  No  com¬ 
plete  list  of  the  passengers  in  the  Kent* 
exists.  They  were  called  “the  London 
company”  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
1 14  passengers,  known  as  “the  Yorkshire 
company,”  arriving  in  the  Delaware  at 
Burlington  near  the  end  of  the  year  1677 
in  the  Flieboat  Martha*  The  Willing 
Mind*  John  Newcomb,  Commander,  ar¬ 
rived  from  London  in  November,  1677, 
with  “about  sixty  or  seventy  passengers,”* 

*  Samuel  Smith,  The  History  of  New  Jersey,  pp. 
102,  108. 


345 


The  English  Family 


a  few  of  whom  settled  at  Burlington. 
The  ship  Shield  arrived  in  December, 
1678,  with  a  few  more  passengers  from 
Yorkshire.  The  complete  passenger  lists 
of  none  of  these  vessels  are  extant.  Some 
records  there  are  which  connect  passengers 
with  some  particular  vessel,  as  is  re¬ 
counted  in  Smith’s  History  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey;  but  this  book,  though  written  in 
1 765,  generalizes  largely,  not  entering 
into  particulars  as  to  individual  families. 
On  page  109  Smith  states:  “In  this  year 
[1678]  also  arrived  a  ship  from  Lon¬ 
don”  j  and  then  in  his  following  para¬ 
graph  Smith  adds:  “About  this  time  .  .  . 
arrived  at  Burlington  .  .  .  settlers  from 
England  .  .  .  Samuel  Cleft,”  and  others. 
The  indefiniteness  and  casual  nature  of 
this  observation  lead  us  to  give  little  im¬ 
portance  to  it.  Therefore  the  descendants 
of  Samuel  Clift  and  Joseph2  English  must 
fall  back  upon  the  records:  (1)  that  Clift 
applied,  on  March  13,  1676— 7,  to  the 
Nailsworth  Meeting  for  a  certificate  of 
removal  to  America ;  (2)  that  the  afore¬ 
said  ship,  Kent,  did  not  sail  from  London 
until  just  about  three  and  a  half  months 
later  j  and  (3)  that  no  records  exist  specifi¬ 
cally  naming  him  or  any  member  of  his 
household  as  having  arrived  at  any  stated 
time;  and,  lastly,  that  he  had  become 
established  at  or  near  Burlington  before 
January  10,  1678-9,  when  he  is  recorded 
in  the  Burlington  Friends  Meeting  rec¬ 
ords  as  a  witness  to  the  marriage  of  Henry 
Reynolds  and  Prudence  Clayton.  Under 
these  positive  indications,  which,  it  is  safe 
to  assume,  did  not  come  to  the  notice  of 
Samuel  Smith,  the  reciter  of  early  New 
Jersey  political  events  and  tabulator  of 
state  papers,  there  is  nothing  to  cause  hesi¬ 


tation  in  adopting  the  view  that  after 
waiting  nearly  four  months  for  the  Kent 
to  sail,  after  he  had  provided  himself 
with  a  certificate  of  removal,  he  did  sail 
with  his  wife,  daughter  Hannah,  and  son- 
in-law  Joseph2  English.  Whether  they 
came  in  the  Kent  in  August,  1677,  or  in 
some  unknown  vessel  in  1678,  the  notable 
fact  remains  that  they  were  among  the 
immortal  founders  of  Burlington ;  later 
they  were  with  the  very  first  to  cross 
the  Delaware  in  1679  and  take  up  land 
in  what  became  Bristol,  upon  a  grant 
made  by  Edmond  Andros  in  behalf  of  the 
Duke  of  York  (afterward  King  James 
II),  brother  of  King  Charles  II.  Hence  it 
was  of  Samuel  and  Joane  (Betterby)  Clift 
and  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Clift)  English, 
members  and  sympathizers  with  the  dis¬ 
tressed  sect  of  Quakers  in  England,  as 
well  as  of  their  fellow  argonauts,  that 
Henry  Armitt  Brown,  author  of  The  Set¬ 
tlement  of  Burlington ,  warmly,  if  ex¬ 
travagantly,  wrote,  though  we  cannot  find 
any  evidence  that  Samuel  Clift,  or  any  of 
his  family,  were  ever  “persecuted,” 
“turned  out  of  doors,”  “mobbed,” 
“stoned,”  “beaten,”  or  “sold  into  colonial 
bondage”  as  Mr.  Brown,  the  modern 
Quaker  orator  wrote: 

Though  his  [the  Quaker’s]  hand  was  lifted 
against  no  man,  all  men’s  were  laid  heavily 
on  him.  His  religion  was  called  fanaticism, 
his  courage  stubbornness,  his  frugality  avarice, 
his  simplicity  ignorance,  his  piety  hypocrisy,  his 
freedom  infidelity,  his  conscientiousness  re¬ 
bellion.  In  England  the  statutes  against  Dis¬ 
senters,  and  every  law  that  could  be  twisted 
for  the  purpose,  were  vigorously  enforced 
against  him.  .  .  .  During  the  Long  Parlia¬ 
ment,  under  the  Protectorate,  at  the  Restora- 
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tion — for  more  than  thirty  years — they  were 
exposed  to  persecution,  fined,  turned  out  of 
doors,  mobbed,  stoned,  beaten,  set  in  the  stocks, 
crowded  in  gaols  in  summer,  and  kept  in  foul 
dungeons  without  fire  in  the  winter  time,  to 
be  released  at  last  and  sold  into  colonial  bond¬ 
age.  But  though  they  fought  no  fight,  they 
kept  the  faith.  Whatever  history  may  record 
of  their  lives:  whatever  learning  may  think  of 
their  attainments;  whatever  philosophy  may 
say  of  their  intelligence;  whatever  theology 
may  hold  about  their  creed;  whatever  judg¬ 
ment  a  calmer  posterity,  in  the  light  of  a 
higher  civilization  and  a  freer  age,  may  pass 
upon  their  actions,  none  can  deny  that  they 
were  men  who  sought  the  faith  with  zeal,  be¬ 
lieved  with  sincerity,  met  danger  with  courage, 
and  bore  suffering  with  extraordinary  forti¬ 
tude.  Gold  had  no  power  to  seduce,  nor  arms 
to  frighten  them.  “They  are  a  people,”  said 
the  great  Protector  [Oliver  Cromwell] 
“whom  I  cannot  win  with  gifts,  honors, 
offices,  or  places”  .  .  . 

To  America  they  had  naturally  looked  as 
a  place  to  which  they  might  escape  and  bear 
with  them  in  peace  their  peculiar  principles  and 
creed.  In  that  distant  country  they  might,  it 
seemed  to  them,  worship  God  according  to 
their  consciences.  Three  thousand  miles  of  sea 
(ten  times  as  great  a  distance  then  as  now) 
would  lie  between  them  and  their  enemies,  and 
in  the  wilderness,  at  least,  with  trial  and  pri¬ 
vation  would  dwell  peace. 

For  a  while,  indeed,  they  were  deterred  by 
a  sentiment  that  was  natural  to  men  of  English 
blood.  Persecution,  thought  some  of  them, 
ought  not  to  be  avoided.  .  .  .  This  unwil¬ 
lingness  to  flee  before  the  face  of  persecution 
held  them  for  some  time  resolute  and  firm. 
But,  at  length,  another  sentiment  prevailed. 
It  sprang  from  the  thought  that  others  were 
destined  to  come  after  them.  There  is  nothing 
more  remarkable  in  the  history  of  this  coun¬ 
try  than  the  fact  that  those  who  settled  it  seem 


everywhere  alike  to  have  been  moved  by  the 
belief  that  they  acted,  not  for  themselves,  but 
for  posterity.  Not  for  himself  alone  did  the 
Pilgrim  embark  upon  the  Mayflower:  not  for 
himself  alone  did  the  Puritan  seek  a  shelter 
on  the  bleak  shores  of  Massachusetts;  not  for 
himself  only  did  Roger  Williams  gather  his 
little  colony  at  the  head  of  Narragansett  Bay; 
and  the  same  faith  that  he  was  building  in  the 
wilderness  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  oppressed 
forever  led  the  stern  Quaker  out  of  England. 
Not  for  us,  but  for  the  sake  of  them  that  shall 
come  after  us.  .  .  . 

“The  settlement  of  this  country,”  writes 
one  who  witnessed  it,  “was  directed  by  an  im¬ 
pulse  on  the  spirits  of  God’s  people,  not  for 
their  own  ease  and  tranquillity,  but  rather  for 
the  posterity  that  should  be  after  them.” 

Proud  may  we  justly  be,  Americans,  of 
those  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  happi¬ 
ness.  I  know  of  no  people  who  can  point  to  a 
purer  and  less  selfish  ancestry — of  no  nation 
that  looks  to  a  nobler  or  more  honorable 
origin.  .  .  . 

“The  Lord,”  said  Dewsbury,  the  Quaker 
author,  “is  about  to  plant  the  wilderness  of 
America  with  a  choice  vine  of  noble  seed, 
which  shall  grow  and  flourish.  Let  His  serv¬ 
ants  depart  thither  and  they  shall  do  well.  I 
see  them,  I  see  them,  under  his  blessing,  arising 
into  a  prosperous  and  happy  state.” 

That  prediction  had  all  the  prophetic 
vision,  spiritual  elevation,  and  insight  of 
a  biblical  prophet.  Dewsbury  knew  the 
character  of  the  men  and  women  of  whom 
he  spoke ;  his  faith  in  them  was  sublime. 
They  did  not  belie  his  noble  words,  nor 
did  they  disappoint  themselves.  Today,  it 
remains  for  their  descendants  more  fully 
to  understand,  to  honor,  and  to  perpetu¬ 
ate  their  virtues  and  their  remembrance. 

Various  important  passengers  in  the 
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ship  Kent  are  found  in  intimate  relation 
with  Samuel  Clift  and  Joseph2  English. 
Thomas  Olive,  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  London  Company,  afterward  Gov¬ 
ernor*  of  the  province  of  West  Jersey, 
borrowed  Clift’s  gun;  and  John  Cripps, 
Morgan  Drewet,  and  Samuel  Lovett  were 
identified  in  land  affairs  with  Joseph2 
English,  while  others  appear  in  less  im¬ 
portant  relations  with  him.  For  the  time 
(1677),  it  was  a  large  undertaking  for 
230  people  to  embark  upon  a  compara¬ 
tively  small  sailing  vessel,  with  their 
necessary  effects,  for  America.  It  was  a 
much  larger  company  than  came  in  the 
Mayflower  to  Plymouth  Rock,  and  the 
motives  of  its  members  are  no  less  inspir¬ 
ing.  The  passengers  in  the  Kent  cultivated 
friendship  with  the  Indians  and  tolerated 
those  whose  religious  beliefs  they  did  not 
share;  whereas  the  Pilgrims  and  Puritans 
molested  and  imprisoned  the  Quakers, 
and  denied  to  them  the  very  religious  lib¬ 
erty  that  the  Pilgrims  and  Puritans  them¬ 
selves  are  traditionally  said  to  have  come 
to  America  to  establish. 

Smith’s  history  records,  on  page  93, 
that  shortly  before  the  ship  Kent  sailed 
from  London: 

King  Charles  the  second  in  his  barge,  pleas¬ 
uring  on  the  Thames,  came  alongside,  seeing 
a  great  many  passengers,  and  informed  whence 
they  were  bound,  asked  if  they  were  all  quak- 
ers,  and  gave  them  his  blessing. 

Smith  also  says  that,  of  the  230  passen- 

*  “In  which  station  he  behaved  with  great  circum¬ 
spection  and  prudence.  He  had  been  imprisoned  and 
otherwise  a  sufferer  for  religion  in  England;  and  by 
his  preaching  and  writing  .  .  .  had  gained  general 
love  and  esteem.”  [Smith’s  History  of  New  Jersey, 
p.  208.] 


gers,  some  “were  of  good  estate  in  Eng¬ 
land,”  and  that  the  majority  were  Quak¬ 
ers;  he  says  also  that  they  spent  the  winter 
of  1677  “in  wigwams  mostly.” 

It  was  not  until  November,  1682,  that 
Joseph2  English  began  to  figure  in  the 
public  records.  The  first  reference  to  him 
is  of  a  period  after  he  and  Samuel  Clift 
had  removed  across  the  Delaware  to  Bris¬ 
tol,  which  the  History  of  Bucks  County , 
Pennsylvania  (W.  W.  H.  Davis),  on 
page  35,  says  occurred  in  1679.  Both 
Joseph  and  his  wife  and  her  parents  must 
have  resided  at  first  together  in  such  a 
habitation  as  could  be  most  quickly  erected 
at  Burlington.  Later  Clift  built  a  house 
on  the  Pennsylvania  side  in  which  we 
must  imagine  Joseph2  English,  also,  to 
have  lived  until  he  finished  his  own  house 
near  by,  upon  which  he  was  at  work  in 
November,  1682.  Joseph  English  is  first 
of  record  as  owning  land  at  the  time  of 
the  second  survey  of  Clift’s  land  [Old 
Rights ,  No.  78 ,  Bucks  County ,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Internal  Affairs ,  Pennsylvania], 
made,  as  indorsed,  on  the  “9th  of  the 
fifth  month  1683”  (July).  This  survey 
shows  the  position  of  the  thirty  acres 
which  Clift  had  set  off,  and,  as  his  will 
reveals,  had  bequeathed  to  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  on  November  23,  1682,  yet  Clift  was 
still  living  when  this  second  survey  was 
made.  This  survey  served  as  William 
Penn’s  acceptance  and  confirmation  of 
Clift’s  “Old  Right,”  as  an  “Old  Renter,” 
from  Governor  Andros  of  New  York. 
This  transaction  is  the  only  one  in  Bucks 
County  known  to  concern  directly  both 
William  Penn  and  Joseph2  English,  who 
later  purchased  all  of  his  lands  from  per¬ 
sons  other  than  William  Penn,  except  the 
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Penn  grant  in  Chester  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1714.  The  oldest  American  offi¬ 
cial  records  now  extant  of  Joseph2  Eng¬ 
lish  are  those  made  on  November  23, 
1682  f Bucks  County  Deed  Book  2B ,  /, 
1 1 8  ] ,  when  ( 1 )  as  a  witness,  he  signed 
his  name  to  his  father-in-law’s  deed  to 
Richard  Dungworth,  and  (2)  his  appear¬ 
ance  as  a  legatee  of  Clift’s  in  the  latter’s 
will;  both  documents  were  executed  by 
Samuel  Clift  on  that  day.  Within  eleven 
months  Samuel  Clift  died. 

Joseph  English,  Senior,  though  he 
lived  in  America  but  a  short  time,  was  re¬ 
peatedly  recorded  as  “Senior”;  whereas 
Joseph2  English,  Junior,  being  a  genera¬ 
tion  younger  and  residing  with  his  father- 
in-law,  Clift,  did  not  figure  so  much  in 
the  public  records  until  after  Clift’s  death. 
Nor  do  his  activities  become  of  frequent 
record  until  after  the  death  of  Joseph 
English,  Senior;  after  which  Joseph,  Jun¬ 
ior,  was  not  recorded  as  Junior.  Joseph, 
Senior,  died  October  10,  1686.  Five 
months  before  that  occurs  the  record  that 

Abraham  Cocks  of  the  County  &  province 
aforsd  planter  stated  that  he  had  confirmed  to 
him  by  lease  (bearing  date  the  eighth  day  of 
3-mo.  1686  &  to  be  Expired  the  30  Day  of 
the  2  month  next  Ensuing  from  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Junior,  of  the  sd  County  planter)  one 
house  called  the  fferry  house  over  agt.  Bur¬ 
lington  &  32  ackers  of  land  with  the  appur- 
tences  thereunto  belonging  late  in  the  possession 
of  Samuel  Clif  of  the  afforsd  County  deceased 
and  father  in  law  to  the  sd  Joseph  etc.  [Min¬ 
ute  Book  of  Common  Pleas  C?  Quarter  Ses¬ 
sions,  Bucks  County  1684  to  1730,  p.  35.] 

Joseph2  English  continued  to  reside  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  river  Delaware 


until  early  in  the  year  1695,  twelve  years 
after  the  death  of  Samuel  Clift.  During 
this  period  he  was  active  in  land  affairs. 
He  seems  to  have  maintained,  on  a  small 
scale,  a  land  office  of  his  own,  buying  and 
selling,  eventually  disposing  of  his  hold¬ 
ings  in  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Clift  is  said 
to  have  had  the  first  ferry  across  the  Dela¬ 
ware  between  Bristol  and  Burlington.  As 
Joseph  English  held  the  ferry  house  at 
Bristol  until  he  leased  it  to  Abraham 
Cocks  in  May,  1686,  it  is  likely  that  he 
continued  to  operate  or  control  the  ferry 
for  several  years.  The  living  descendants 
of  Joseph  English,  when  crossing  the 
river  there  on  the  large  modern  ferry¬ 
boat,  can  truly  remark  that  their  ancestors 
were  the  first  white  ferrymen  of  that  re¬ 
gion.  Some  of  the  records  relative  to 
Joseph  English  contain  valuable  genea¬ 
logical  evidence,  several  of  which  may  be 
now  recited  without  particular  comment. 

[Bucks  County ,  Deed  Book  A ,  Vol.  7,  No.  /, 

p.  167]: 

(English  to  Rossil) 

TO  ALL  PEOPLE  to  whom  these  prs- 
ents  shall  come,  Joseph  English  of  the  fferry 
House  in  the  County  of  Bucks  in  the  Province 
of  Pennsilvania,  planter,  sendeth  Greeting. 
Know  Yee  that  the  said  Joseph  English  for  & 
in  Consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  pounds 
of  lawfull  English  money  to  him  in  hand 
paid  by  ffrancis  Rossil  of  Burlington  in  the 
Province  of  West  new  Jersey,  Millwright 
[etc.]  .  .  .  HATH  granted  [etc.]  .  .  . 
unto  the  said  ffrancis  Rossill  .  .  .  three  Acres 
of  Land  within  the  plantation  of  the  said  Jos¬ 
eph  English  in  the  County  of  Bucks  afore¬ 
said,  one  Acre  whereof  lying  upon  or  to  the 
Creeke  calle  Clift’s  Creek  &  the  other  two 
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Acres  lying  to  the  King’s  roade  there  together 
with  such  Privilidges  as  shall  be  necessary  and 
convenient  for  the  setting  up  and  building  of 
a  mill  at  the  said  Creek  &  the  making  of 
Weares,  Millponds  or  Millpools  &  the  main- 
tain’g  the  same  with  Liberty  &  Freedome  for 
all  Conveinent  Wayes,  Paths  &  passages  to  & 
from  the  said  Mill  &  all  Springs,  water 
Courses,  Geytes,  &  Gullis  to  make  in  or 
through  any  of  the  Lands  of  the  said  Joseph 
English.  And  also  that  the  said  Francis  Rossil 
&  his  agents  &  Workmen  shall  &  may  have 
Liberty  to  cut  Downe,  worke  upon,  &  carry 
away  to  the  said  Mill  such  Timber  or  Wood 
as  he  ye  said  Francis  Rossill  shall  find  upon 
the  Land  of  the  said  Joseph  English  (etc.)  .  .  . 

IN  WITTNESSE  whereof  the  said  Joseph 
English  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  &  seale  the 
tenth  day  of  the  ninth  month  called  Novem¬ 
ber  in  ye  yeare  of  our  Lord  according  to  Eng¬ 
lish  Accompt  one  Thousand  and  six  hundred 
eighty  &  three. 

Joseph  English 

Peter  Jegou[t]  Thom:  Boreman  Thom: 
Revell 

Acknowledged  in  court  13th  of  4th  month 
[June  13],  1688.  Recorded  14th  of  4th 
month  [June  14],  1688. 

[ Minute  Book  of  Common  Pleas  &  Quarter 

Sessions ,  Bucks  County ,  1684—1730,  p.  79]  • 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  the 
Court  house  of  the  sd  County  the  13th  day  of 
the  4th  month  being  the  4th  year  of  the  King’s 
Reigne  &  8th  of  the  Propryatory’s  Govrmnt 
1688. 

Deed  of  three  ackers  of  land  in  fee  dated 
the  10th  day  of  the  9th  month  1683,  del’d  & 
acknowledged]  by  Joseph  English*  to 
ffrances  Rossell. 

*  This  entry  is  at  the  bottom  of  a  page,  and  the 
space  where  “Junior”  or  “Senior”  should  have  been, 
after  English,  is  frayed;  and  the  word  is  illegible; 
only  the  top  of  a  letter  showing;  it  looks  like  the 
top  of  a  J.  The  deed  is  by  Joseph,  Junior. 


[Minute  Book  of  Common  Pleas  Quarter 

Sessions ,  Bucks  County,  1684—1730,  p.  1 1]  : 

The  18th  1684.  John  Brock  of  the 
County  of  Bucks,  Pit.  Agt.  Joseph  English  of 
the  County,  Deft,  in  an  Acct.  of  Case  for 
wthholding  of  ten  Shillings  du  to  the  sd.  Pit. 
The  Declaration  of  John  Brock  Agt.  Joseph 
English — 

The  18th  Day  of  the  12  month  1684 

Tohn  Brock  Plt.  J  t  .  -n  1  1 

J  1  John  Brock  makes 

'^®t'  (  Complt.  Agt.  Jos- 

Joseph  English  Deft  )  eph  Eng,ish  how 

that  the  said  Deft,  last  Summer  came  &  de¬ 
sired  to  have  his  horses,  wch  were  then  plow¬ 
ing,  to  drive  cattell  wth  all  (as  farr  as  Gilbert 
Wheeler’s)  wch  cattell  he  [and]  an  Indian 
had  brought  out  of  the  woods  so  wild  they 
could  not  get  them  any  further  without  as¬ 
sistance  &  the  Deft,  promised  ten  Shillings 
reward  for  the  use  of  the  said  horses,  wch  said 
horses  according  to  request  he  the  sd.  Deft, 
had  but  hath  ever  since  unjustly  detained  the 
money  from  the  sd.  Pit.  Wherefore  the  sd. 
Pit.  prays  Judgmt  of  Court  Agt.  the  sd.  Deft, 
for  his  sd.  monys  &  cost  of  suite. 

A  Summons  Granted  fr  Joseph  English 

County  of  Bucks  in  the  Province  of  Penn- 
silvania.  These  are  by  the  King’s  Authority  in 
the  name  of  the  Propriatory  &  Govrnr  to  Re¬ 
quire  Thee  to  Summonce  Joseph  English  of  the 
sd  County  &  Province  that  he  be  &  appear  att 
the  next  Quarter  Sessions  to  be  held  for  this 
County  on  the  ilch  day  next  then  &  there 
to  answer  the  Complt.  of  John  Brock,  Sher- 
rife  of  the  County,  for  withholding  of  ten 
Shillings  wch  is  said  will  be  made  appeare  in 
Court  to  be  due  to  the  sd  John  Brock  &  hereof 
thou  art  not  to  faile.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  Seale  the  19th  day  of  the  12  month  1684 
being  the  37  yeare  of  the  King’s  Raigne  &  the 
4th  of  the  Propriatory’s  Govrmt — To  the 
Defuty  Sherri fe  of  the  C ounty  these. 
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[Bucks  County  Deed  Book  A ,  V ol.  i ,  No.  /, 
P-  4]  : 

Edmond  Lovett  of  the  County  of  Bucks 
in  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania,  Planter,  the 
8th  Day  of  the  4th  Month  1685  for  him  his 
heires  and  Assignes  grants  one  Tract  of  Land 
being  fifty  Acres  bounded  on  the  South  East, 
South  West  and  Northwest  by  the  Lands  of 
the  aforesaid  Edmond  Lovett  and  Northerly 
by  the  Lands  of  John  Rowland  with  all  its 
app’t’nances  lying  in  the  County  of  Bucks 
aforesaid  unto  Joseph  English  of  the  said 
County  and  Province,  his  heires  and  Assignes 
forever  in  Consideration  of  six  Pounds  five 
shillings  in  hand  Paid  the  receipt  whereof  is 
hereby  acknowledged  and  of  the  yearly  Rent 
of  one  English  silver  six  Pence  or  the  vallue 
thereof  to  be  Paid  yearly  upon  the  24th  Day 
of  the  first  Month  to  WILLIAM  PENN 
Proprietary  and  Governour  of  the  said  Prov¬ 
ince  and  Territories  thereunto  belonging  his 
heires  and  Assignes  forever. 

In  Witness  whereof  the  said  Edmond 
Lovett  hath  here  unto  set  his  hand  and  seale 
the  day  and  yeare  first  above  written. 

Edmond  Lovett 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 
Henry  Margaram.  Thomas  Woolfe. 
Acknowledged  in  open  Court  the  loth  of  the 
4th  mo.  1685  before  the  Justices  then  Present: 
Wm.  Yardley,  Wm.  Biles,  Edmd.  Ben- 
net,  Wm.  Beake  Phineas  Pemberton, 
Cleric  Comitat.  Recorded  26th  day  of  5th  mo. 

Joseph2  English  is  described  as  “Jun¬ 
ior”  in  the  following  record: 

[ Minute  Book  of  Common  Pleas  Quarter 
Sessions  of  Bucks  County ,  1684  to  1730 y 
P-  35]: 

Ejectione  ffirme.  Bucks  in  Pennsylvania 

The  action  entered.  the  22d  day  of  2  mo 

1686 

Abraham  Cocks  of  the  sd  County  pit.  agt. 
Michael  Huff  of  the  sd  County  deft,  in  an 


action  Ejectione  firme  for  withholding  the 
fferry  house  over  against  Burlington  &  Lands 
wth  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging 

The  Declaration  \ 

Abraham  Cocks  of 
the  County  &  prov¬ 
ince  afforsd  planter 
makes  Complt.  how 
that  he  had  con¬ 
firmed  to  him  by 
lease  bearing  date  the 
eighth  day  of  3/mo  1686  &  to  be  Expired 
the  30  Day  of  the  2  month  next  Ensuing  from 
Joseph  English,  Junior,  of  the  sd  County 
planter  one  house  called  the  fferry  house  over 
agt.  Burlington  &  32  ackers  of  land  with  the 
appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  late  in  the 
possession  of  Samuel  Clif  of  the  afforsd 
County  deceased  and  father  in  law  to  the  sd 
Joseph,  and  that  after  possession  of  the  house 
and  land  were  Delivered  to  the  sd  Abraham 
Cocks  Micheal  Huff  of  the  sd  County  ordi¬ 
nary  keep*  Entered  the  sd  house  and  forciably 
keeps  possession  thereof  and  the  lands  there¬ 
unto  appurtaining  to  the  damage  of  the  sd 
Abraham  Cocks  and  Contrary  to  the  King’s 
peace. 

Wherefore  that  the  sd  pit.  may  have  the  sd 
house  &  lands  with  the  appurtenances  there¬ 
unto  belonging  according  to  the  contract;  he 
the  sd  pit.  brings  his  action  Ejectione  ffirme 
and  prays  Judgment  of  Court  that  the  sd 
Micheal  Huff  may  be  removed. 

[The  Endorsement ]  24th  3  mo  1686  Mi¬ 
cheal  Huff  thou  may  Pceive  that  Abraham 
Cocks  hath  brought  his  action  agt.  thee  for  the 
housing  and  lands  in  Thy  possession  tryable  at 
the  next  Court  to  be  held  for  this  County  gth 
of  4  mo  next.  These  are  therefore  to  desire 
thee  to  defend  thy  title  or  they  under  whom 
thee  claims  to  appeare  to  this  Dclaration  and 
make  him  or  themselves  Deft.  &  there  unto 
and  by  rule  of  Court  confess  the  lease  Entry 

*  Keeper  of  the  inn. 


OF 

Abraham 
Cocks  plt. 
agt. 

Michael 
Huff  Deft. 


The  English  Family 


&  Ejection  &  Insist  only  upon  the  tittle,  Ells 
Judgmt  will  be  Entered  by  default  &  posses¬ 
sion  will  be  delivered  accordingly  to  the  pit. 

Phinehas  Pemberton  cl.  P.  Bucks 

[P.  37.]  [Court  of  9  day  of  the  4  mo. 
[June]  1686]:  Abraham  Cocks  pit.  being 
called  to  prosecute  his  Suite  agt.  Micheal  Huff 
Deft,  appeared.  Micheal  Huff  being  called  ap¬ 
peared.  The  jury  returned  &  called  over  do 
say  they  find  for  the  pit. — Therefore  the 
Court  gives  Judgment  &  it  is  adjudged  that  the 
sd  Abraham  Cocks  Shall  have  possession  ac¬ 
cordingly  delivered  to  him. 

[Bucks  County.  Deed-  Book  A ,  V ol.  i,No.  i, 
p.  170]: 

Know  all  men  that  Joseph  English  of  the 
County  of  Bucks  and  Province  of  Pennsil- 
vania  yeoman,  for  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds 
currant  money  of  the  aforesaid  Province  to 
him  paid  by  Richard  Willson  of  the  County 
and  Province  aforesaid,  Labourer,  .  .  .  hath 
given  (etc.)  .  .  .  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the 
County  of  Bucks  .  .  .  bounded  on  the  South 
East,  South  West  and  North  West  by  the  Land 
of  Edmond  Lovett,  on  the  Northerly  side  by 
the  Land  of  John  Rowland  which  said  land 
was  granted  to  the  said  Joseph  English  &  his 
heires  by  the  aforesaid  Edmond  Lovett  .  .  . 
the  eighth  day  of  the  fourth  month  1685 
(etc.)  ...  In  wittnese  whereof  the  said 
Joseph  English  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  & 
Seale  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  the  first  month 
being  the  fourth  yeare  of  King  James  the  sec¬ 
ond  his  Reigne  &  eighth  yeare  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietories  Governmt:  1688. 

Joseph  English 

John  Saxby,  James  Moone  Phinehas 
Pemberton 

Acknowledged  in  Court  13th  of  4th  mo. 
1688.  Recorded  14th  of  4  mo.  1688. 

On  page  159  of  the  same  Deed  Book 
A  is  recorded  the  bond,  dated  March  27, 
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1688,  of  £40  given  by  the  said  Richard 
Willson  to  insure  his  payment  to  Joseph2 
English  for  the  above  land. 

[Bucks  County  Deed  Book  A ,  V ol.  /,  No.  /, 
p.  182]  : 

Know  all  men  that  William  Biles  of  the 
County  of  Bucks  &  Province  of  Pennsilvania, 
yeoman,  for  the  Sum  of  thirty  five  pounds 
Currant  money  of  the  afforesaid  Province  to 
him  payd  by  Joseph  English  of  the  said  County 
&  Province,  yeoman,  hath  granted  bargained, 
Sold  unto  the  said  Joseph  English  land  in  the 
County  of  Bucks  Containeing  two  hundred 
ackers  granted  to  the  said  Willm  Biles  &  his 
heires  by  A  deed  from  Ann  Milcom  dated  the 
Sixth  day  of  the  eight  month  1685,  etc.  yield¬ 
ing  and  paying  to  William  Penn  Propryatory 
&  his  heires  the  yearly  quit  rents  due  and  to  be¬ 
come  due.  IN  WITTNESS  whereof  the  said 
William  Biles  hath  hereunto  sett  his  hand  and 
seale  the  fifth  day  of  the  fifth  month  being  the 
4th  yeare  of  King  James  the  second  his 
Reigne,  and  eight  of  the  propryatory’s  govern¬ 
mt.  1688. 

William  Biles 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  prsence  of  us, 
Charles  Biles.  Samll  Beakes. 

The  fifth  day  of  the  fifth  month  1688  Re¬ 
ceived  then  of  Joseph  English  the  Sum  of 
thirty  five  pounds  currant  mony  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Pennsilvania  being  in  full  of  the  Con¬ 
sideration  mony  within  mentioned,  as  Wit¬ 
ness  my  hand  and  seale  the  day  abovesd.  Wil¬ 
liam  Biles. 

[Defartment  of  Internal  Affairs ,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania ,  Old  Rights  in  Bucks  County ,  No.  6]  : 
[Seal  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,'] 

By  the  Proprietary  Deputies. 
These  are  to  will  and  Require  thee  to  Returne 
into  ye  Secretary’s  office,  ye  Land  that  was 
Survey’d  unto  Jonathan  Wiscard  in  Bucks 
County,  it  being  Laid  out  ffor  one  hundred 
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sixty  two  acres,  and  that  ye  Returne  be  made 
fFor  Joseph  English,  Renter  he  being  ye  pos¬ 
sessor  ye  Said  Wiscard  having  long  since  De¬ 
serted  it.  Dated  at  Philad  ye  9th;  j  mo  x 687 
To  Cap1  Thomas  Holme,  Survey1,  Gen11 

WM  Markham 
Thomas  Ellis 

Joseph2  English  was  administrator  of 
the  estate  of  Benjamin  Weeks  in  1688, 
giving  bond  for  the  faithful  administra¬ 
tion  of  his  duties  March  28,  1688. 

[Bucks  County  Deed  Book  Ay  Vol.  i,  No.  i, 

p.  196.  Abstract] : 

KNOW  ALL  MEN  by  these  prsents  that 
Joseph  English  of  the  County  of  Bucks  and 
Province  of  Pennsilvania  for  fiveteen  pounds 
currant  money  of  Pennsilvania  to  him  payd 
by  Wm  Biles  of  the  County  of  Bucks  afore¬ 
said  yeoman,  HATH  given  granted  etc;  unto 
the  said  Wm  Biles  one  hundered  sixty  two 
acres  of  land  scituate  in  the  County  of  Bucks 
aforesaid  wc^  land  was  granted  to  the  said  Jos¬ 
eph  English  and  his  heires  by  a  patent  of  Con¬ 
firmation  from  Wm  Markham  and  John 
Goodson,  Commissioners  of  Wm  Penn  Pro- 
pryatory  &  govrnr  of  the  afforesaid  Province 
beareing  date  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  eight 
month  1687,  with  boundaries  and  meares  as 
in  the  said  patent  is  exprest.  UNDER  the 
yearly  rent  one  English  silver  peny  or  value 
thereof  in  Coyne  Currant  for  each  one  acre 
of  the  said  one  hundered  sixty  and  two  acres 
to  the  propryatory  and  his  heires  yearly  for 
ever  at  such  place  and  time  as  by  the  said 
Patent  is  appointed,  etc. 

In  Wittness  whereof  the  said  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seale  the 
tenth  day  of  the  tenth  month,  1688,  being  the 
4th  year  of  James  the  2d  his  reigne  of  Eng¬ 
land  &c;  King,  and  eight  of  the  Propryatory’s 
govrmt. 


Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  prsenc  of  us 
Charles  Pickering  Tho.  ferry 
ffrancis  Stevens. 

Recorded  the  20th  of  the  10th  month  1688. 

[Bucks  County ,  Deed  Book  A ,  Vol.  1 ,  No.  j, 
P-  336]  : 

Joseph  English  of  the  County  of  Bucks  & 
Province  of  Pensylvania,  yeoman,  for  £45 
sells  to  Samuel  Dark  of  the  same,  yeoman,  200 
acres  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  granted  to  the 
said  Joseph  English  by  a  deed  from  Wm  Biles, 
5th  of  fifth  month  1688.  .  .  .  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  constitutes  Josiah  Hoops  his  atty.  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  deliver  the  deed  in  the  court 
of  Bucks  county.  In  Witness  whereof  the  said 
Joseph  English  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  & 
seale  the  third  day  of  the  ninth  month  being 
the  second  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  William  & 
Mary  King  &  Queen  of  England  &c  &  tenth 
yeare  of  the  propryatory’s  govrmt  one  thou¬ 
sand  six  hundred  and  ninety. 


Henry  Guddall,  Phebe  Pemberton. 

Mary  Becket 

Recorded  the  3  day  of  the  1 1  th  month  1690. 

[All  the  signatures  of  Joseph  English  in  the 
foregoing  instruments  look  alike  in  the  rec¬ 
ord,  though  the  hand  of  the  body  of  the  in¬ 
struments  varies  much  from  the  signatures.] 

It  is  not  hyperbolic  to  say  that  Joseph 
English  had  a  part  in  the  greatest  migra¬ 
tion,  for  reasons  at  least  partly  religious, 
of  a  people  from  one  continent  to  another, 
over  a  thousand  leagues  of  sea,  in  the 
known  history  of  the  world.  His  first  pur¬ 
chase  in  West  Jersey  was  made  March  1 1, 
1691-2,  of  Samuel  Darke,  who  also  then 
resided  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania, 
consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  a  part  of 
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the  three  hundred  acres  of  land  that 
Darke  had  bought  of  Daniel  Coxe  of 
London,  England.  It  adjoined  the  land  of 
Mary  Davis  above  the  falls  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware.  [ New  Jersey  Archives ,  Ser.  I,  V  ol. 
XXI,  p.  448.]  His  next  sale  of  land  in 
Bucks  County  was  in  1692,  after  which, 
with  the  exception  of  one  record,  he  is  not 
again  described  as  of  Bucks  County. 

[Bucks  County  Deed  Book  A,  V ol.  1,  No.  /, 

p.  347.  Abstract] : 

“Joseph  English  of  the  County  of  Bucks 
and  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Yeoman,”  for 
£10  sells  etc.  to  Thomas  Brock  of  the  same 
“thirty  acres  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the 
County  of  Bucks  aforesaid  and  conveyed  to 
the  said  Joseph  English  by  Samuel  Clift  late 
of  the  aforesaid  County  deceased,  father  in 
law  to  the  said  Joseph  English,  by  his  last  will 
Bearing  date  the  twenty  third  day  of  the  ninth 
month  one  thousand  six  hundered  eighty  two, 
which  said  thirty  acres  of  land  is  declared  by 
the  said  will  to  begin  up  the  Creek  where  the 
said  Joseph  English  had  then  begun  his  house, 
Commonly  Called  the  Mill  Creek  and  the 
line  to  run  up  to  the  high  roade,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  said  thirty  acres  of  land  to 
Joyne  with  the  land  then  called  Richard 
Dungworths”  ...  &c  ...  the  grantor  to 
give  within  seven  years  any  further  writings 
to  confirm  the  sale  that  may  be  lawfully  re¬ 
quired,  “So  as  the  person  thus  requested  be  not 
compelled  to  travel  .  .  .  above  twelve  miles 
from  theire  habitation.  ...  In  Wittness 
whereof  the  said  Joseph  English  hath  here¬ 
unto  set  his  hand  and  seale  the  sixth  day  of 
the  Second  month  being  the  third  year  of  the 
reigne  of  William  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen 
of  England  &c.  the  twelfth  yeare  of  the  pro- 
pryatorys  govrmt  one  thousand  six  hundred 
ninety  two  1692. 

Joseph  English” 

Richard  Ridgway  Abigial  Stockton 
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Recorded  the  20th  day  of  the  fourth  month 
1692. 

[Receipt  by  Joseph  English  follows;  as  does 
also  his  power  of  attorney  to  Phinehas  Pem¬ 
berton  to  deliver  the  deed  to  Brock  in  court. 
The  three  signatures  of  Joseph  English  thereto 
attached  are  recorded  in  a  way  which  clearly 
shows  that  the  recorder  was  imitating  the 
original  autographs.] 

That  Joseph  English  left  cattle  upon 
his  lands  remaining  unsold  in  Bucks 
County  in  1694  is  suggested  by  the  entry 
in  the  record  of  “Ear  and  Brand  Marks” 
of  that  county,  1694.  [Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania  Manuscripts .] 

In  the  famous  book  of  Revell’s  Sur¬ 
veys  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  is 
the  record  of  a  survey  to  Joseph  English 
of  land  in  New  Jersey  bordering  upon  the 
Delaware  River.  The  record  is  undated ; 
the  two  surveys  preceding  it  and  recorded 
upon  the  same  page  are  dated  October  24, 
1698,  and  November  11,  1686,  respec¬ 
tively,  while  the  date  of  the  survey  fol¬ 
lowing  it  is  July,  1693.  The  survey, 
therefore,  was  made  between  1686  and 
1698.  Sepasinks  Island,  not  named  upon 
several  old  maps,  is  believed  to  be  the  is¬ 
land  later  called  Biddle’s,  a  large  island 
for  the  Delaware,  lying  between  William 
Penn’s  manor  of  Pennsbury  on  the  north 
and  the  land  upon  the  southern  bank  in 
Mansfield  Township  where  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  purchased  an  estate  in  1 695?  t°  which 
he  removed  from  Bristol  in  Bucks  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Revell’s  survey  reads: 

Joseph  English  ioo  acres.  Surveyed  to 
Joseph  English  a  Tract  of  land,  Beging  at  a 
certaine  Oak,  Corner  to  Henry  Sharp  s  Land 
by  the  South  side  ye  Creek  that  falls  into  Dela- 
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ware  at  ye  Lower  end  of  Sepasincks  Island  & 
runs  by  ye  said  Sharp’s  Land  West  &  by  South 
nine  Chains  to  a  White  Oak  for  a  Corner, 
Then  South  West  Eighteen  chains  &  South 
East  three  chains  to  a  white  oak,  Corner  to 
Joseph  Blower’s  land,  Then  West  South  West 
Eighteen  chains  to  a  Gum  tree  for  a  Corner, 
Then  North  fifty  one  chains  to  a  black  oak 
Corner  to  John  Cripps’  land  by  which  it  runs 
East  fifteene  chains  &  South  thirteene  chains 
to  a  brook  &  is  bounded  by  the  Sd  Brook  into 
the  foresd  Creek  &  so  up  the  sd  Creek  Thir¬ 
teene  chains  to  ye  Corner  first  named,  To¬ 
gether  with  two  Small  Sedge  Islands  in  the 
said  Creek  near  the  mouth  thereof,  all  makeing 
one  Hundred  acres,  besides  allowance  for 
Highwayes.  Surveyed  p  Danll  Leeds 

Though  it  is  unlikely,  Joseph  English 
may  have  dwelt  above  the  falls  of  the 
Delaware  upon  the  two-hundred-acre 
tract  purchased  of  Samuel  Darke  in 
1691—2,  which  he  sold  November  5, 
1695?  to  Charles  Biles.  The  record  of  this 
sale  is  the  first  instance  of  his  being  de¬ 
scribed  as  of  Burlington  County,  New 
Jersey.  This  land  was  above  Trenton  and 
forty  miles  above  Burlington,  and  not  in 
Burlington  County.  This  deed  is  quoted 
on  page  497,  Volume  XXI,  Series  I,  of 
New  Jersey  Archives.  Both  grantor  and 
grantee  are  therein  designated  as  “yeo¬ 
men,”  which,  in  the  old  use  of  the  word, 
meant  landed  proprietors.  Many  gentle¬ 
men,  sometimes  those  of  rank  as  high  as  a 
bishop,  are  found  recorded  as  yeoman,  be¬ 
cause  the  word  denoted  their  possession  of 
the  soil.  On  March  5,  1695,  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  had  decided  upon  an  estate  in  Mans¬ 
field  Township  on  the  Delaware,  ten  or 
twelve  miles  above  Burlington.  This  was 
directly  opposite  Pennsbury  Manor,  the 
residential  estate  of  William  Penn.  The 


deed  of  purchase  of  it  is  a  remarkable  ex¬ 
ample  of  conveyancing}  so  fine  an  instru¬ 
ment  deserves  a  full  display: 

[Defartment  of  State  New  Jersey ,  Liber  B  of 

Deeds y  p.  479]  : 

(Deed  Eliakim  Higgins  to  Joseph  English.) 
THIS  INDENTURE  made  ye  ffifth  day 
of  March  In  ye  yeare  of  Or  Lord  according 
to  English  Acco1  one  Thousand  Six  hundred 
Ninety  &  ffive  Btwene  Eliakim  Higgins  of  ye 
Township  of  Mansfield  in  ye  County  of  Bur¬ 
lington  in  ye  Province  of  West  Jersey  yeoman 
on  ye  one  pt  And  Joseph  English  of  Maiden¬ 
head  in  ye  sd  County  of  Burlington  or  pre¬ 
cincts  thereof  &  pvince  aforsd  yeoman  of  ye 
other  pt  Witnesseth  that  ye  sd  Eliakim  Higgins 
for  &  in  Considracon  of  ye  Sume  of  fforescore 
pounds  of  Currt.  Silver  money  within  ye  Prov¬ 
ince  aforsd  to  him  in  hand  paid  &  secured  to  be 
paid  by  ye  sd  Joseph  English  at  &  before  ye 
sealing  &  delivry  hereof  ye  receipt  whereof  the 
sd  Eliakim  Higgins  doth  hereby  acknowledge 
&  thereof  &  of  every  pt  &  pcell  thereof  doth 
acquit  Exonrate  release  &  discharge  ye  sd  Jos¬ 
eph  English  his  heires  Execrs  &  Admirs  & 
every  of  them  forever  by  these  pfsents  Hath 
granted  bargained  &  sold  alyened  enfeoffed 
&  Confirmed  &  by  these  prsents  doth  fully 
clearly  &  absolutely  grant  bargaine  &  sell  alyen 
enfeoffe  &  Confirme  unto  the  sd  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  his  heires  &  assignes  forever  All  that  dwell¬ 
ing  house  Tenem1  &  barne  &  all  other  build¬ 
ings  belonging  by  him  ye  sd  Eliakim  late 
Erected  &  built  situate  standing  &  being  in  the 
sd  Township  of  Mansfield  together  with  all  & 
singular  ye  Land  or  Plantation  to  ye  same  be¬ 
longing  And  all  orchards  fruit  trees  nurseryes 
gardens  yards  backsides  meadows  feedings  pas¬ 
tures  fenceings  &  improvenVs  thereupon  made 
or  being  all  of  which  sd  land  or  plantation 
Containes  according  to  ye  survey  thereof  one 
hundred  &  thirty  Acres  &  now  or  late  were  in 
ye  tenure  or  occupacon  of  ye  sd  Eliakim  Hig- 
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gins  or  of  his  assignes  or  assignes  &  were  by 
him  late  purchased 

That  is  to  say ,  one  hundred  Acres  thereof  of 
Daniell  Bown  by  vertue  of  Indenture  of  bar- 
gaine  &  sale  Bearing  date  ye  twentieth  day  of 
May  Anno  1685,  And  thirty  Acres  ye  re- 
maindr  thereof  of  Willm  Emley  by  vertue  of 
Indenture  dated  ye  3  &  twentieth  day  of  De¬ 
cember  Anno  1692  Togeather  with  all  & 
every  apperteyning  &  also  all  ye  estate  right 
tytle  Interest  possession  pperty  Clayme  &  de¬ 
mand  whatsoevr  of  him  ye  sd  Eliakim  Higgins 
as  well  in  Law  as  in  Equity  of  in  or  unto  ye 
same  prmisses  or  any  pt  or  pcell  thereof  &  ye 
Revrcon  &  Revrcons  Remaindr  &  Remaindrs  of 
ye  same  &  of  every  pt  thereof  with  all  Deeds 
Evidences  &  writings  solely  concerning  ye  sd 
prmisses  or  onely  pt  thereof  To  have  &  to  hold 
ye  sd  dwelling  house  or  tenem1  &  buildings  land 
&  plantation  &  all  other  ye  sd  granted  &  bar¬ 
gained  prmisses  with  ye  appurtennces  unto  ye 
sd  Joseph  English  his  heires  &  assignes  forever 
To  ye  onely  pper  use  &  behoof e  of  him  ye  sd 
Joseph  English  his  heires  &  assignes  foreVmore 
And  ye  sd  Eliakim  Higgins  for  himself  his 
heirs  Execrs  &  Admirs  doth  Covenant  pmise 
grant  &  agree  to  &  with  ye  sd  Joseph  English 
his  heires  &  assignes  by  these  prsents  in  man¬ 
ner  &  forme  following, 

That  is  to  say,  that  hee  ye  said  Eliakim  Hig¬ 
gins  at  ye  tyme  of  ye  ensealing  &  delivery  of 
the  prsents  hath  good  right  full  power  &  law- 
full  authority  to  grant  bargaine  sell  &  Con- 
ffrme  ye  sd  granted  &  bargained  prmisses  & 
every  pt  &  pell  of  ye  same  with  ye  appurtennces 
unto  ye  sd  Joseph  English  his  heires  &  assignes 
forever  in  manner  &  forme  as  in  these  prsents 
is  expressed  And  also  that  it  shall  &  may  be 
lawfull  to  &  for  ye  sd  Joseph  English  his 
heires  &  assignes  forever  hereafter  peaceably 
&  quietly  to  have  hold  use  occupie  possess  & 
enjoy  ye  sd  granted  &  bargained  prmisses  & 
every  pt  &  pell  thereof  with  ye  appurtennces 
without  ye  Lawfull  Lett  Suite  trouble  denyall 


Eviccon  Ejeccon  molestacon  or  interrupcon  of 
him  ye  said  Eliakim  Higgins  his  heires  Execrs 
Admirs  or  assignes  or  any  of  them  or  of  any 
other  pson  or  psons  whatsoevr  lawfully  Claym- 
ing  or  to  Clayme  by  from  or  under  him  them 
or  any  of  them  or  by  his  their  or  any  of  their 
meanes  assent  Consent  Act  tytle  privily  or 
peurem1  ffree  also  &  cleare  &  freely  &  clearly 
acquitted  exonrated  &  discharged  or  otherwise 
well  &  sufficiently  saved  &  kept  harmlesse  of 
&  from  all  &  all  manner  of  guifts  grants  bar- 
gaines  sales  Leases  Mortgages  forfeitures 
Rents  &  arrearages  of  Rents  &  of  &  from  all 
other  tytles  troubles  charges  &  incumbrances 
whatsoevr  by  him  ye  sd  Eliakim  Higgins  com- 
itted  suffered  or  done  (other  than  ye  Quitt 
Rents  issueing  forth  of  ye  sd  prmisses  unto  or 
Lord  &  Lady  ye  King  &  Queene  &c  &  ye  ar- 
reares  Whereof  if  any  be 

And  further  that  Hee  ye  sd  Eliakim  Hig¬ 
gins  &  his  heires  shall  &  will  from  time  to  time 
&  at  all  times  hereafter  dureing  ye  terme  & 
space  of  Seven  yeares  next  ensueing  ye  date 
hereof  at  ye  request  &  at  ye  pper  costs  &  charges 
in  ye  Law  of  ye  said  Joseph  English  his  heires 
or  assignes  make  do  &  execute  or  cause  &  peure 
to  be  made  done  &  executed  such  further  & 
other  lawfull  Act  &  Acts  thing  &  things  Con¬ 
veyance  &  assurance  whatsoevr  for  ye  further 
better  more  full  cleare  &  pfect  Conveying  con¬ 
firming  &  assureing  ye  sd  granted  &  bargained 
prmisses  &  evry  or  any  pt  or  pell  thereof  with 
ye  appurtenne’s  unto  ye  sd  Joseph  English  his 
heires  &  assignes  forevr  according  to  ye  Law 
&  Constitution  of  ye  sd  pvince  of  West  new 
Jersy  &  ye  tenor  true  intent  &  meaning  of 
these  prsents  As  by  him  ye  sd  Joseph  English 
his  heires  or  assignes  shall  be  reasonably  re¬ 
quired  Soe  as  ye  pson  or  psons  to  whom  such 
request  shall  be  made  be  not  compelled  or 
hereby  or  thereby  Compeliable  to  travell  or 
goe  further  then  to  ye  Towne  of  Burlington 
aforesd  for  ye  makeing  doeing  or  executing 
thereof  &  soe  as  such  further  assurance  Con- 
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taine  noe  further  Covenants  or  warranty  then 
according  to  ye  tenor  of  these  prsents.  In  Wit¬ 
nesses  whereof  ye  sd  ptie  first  above  named  to 
this  prsent  Indenture  hath  sett  his  hand  &  Seale 
ye  day  &  yeare  first  abovewritten.  1694. 

Eliakim  Higgins,  with  a  Seale  [Seal] 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivred  in  ye  prsence  of 
Tho:  Revell,  Justice,  John  Eyre, 
Tho:  Potts  Junr 

March  5fh  169^  Then  reed,  of  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  within  named  Sume  of  ffourscore  pounds 
in  full  for  ye  within  granted  Land,  I  say  recd 
in  full. — 801:  00s:  ood: 

by  me  Eliakim  Higgins 

Maidenhead,  where  the  last  deed 
domiciles  Joseph  English,  though  not 
upon  any  maps,  old  or  new,  in  hand,  was 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  Burlington 
County  near  the  river  and  Mansfield 
Township.  Subsequent  deeds  show  that 
Joseph  English  resided  upon  the  estate 
he  purchased  of  Eliakim  Higgins  until 
April  2,  1698,  when  he  sold  it  to  Richard 
French,  also  of  Mansfield  Township. 
[New  Jersey  Archives ,  Ser.  /,  Vol.  XXI , 
p.  504.]  Between  the  purchase  from  Hig¬ 
gins  and  the  sale  to  French,  Joseph 
English  disposed  of  the  remainder  of  his 
lands  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  as 
the  four  subjoined  instruments  show: 

[ Bucks  County ,  Deed  Book  No.  2,  By  Vol.  /, 

p.  58.  Abstract]  : 

TO  ALL  PEOPLE  before  whom  these 
presents  shall  come  know  yee,  That  Joseph 
English  of  the  County  of  Burlington  and 
province  of  New  Jersey,  yoman  and  Son  in 
law  to  Samuel  Clift  late  of  the  county  of 
Bucks  and  province  of  Pensylvania  deceased, 
for  five  shillings  paid  by  Peter  White  of  the 
aforesaid  county  of  Bucks  and  Province  of 
Pensylvania,  yoman  and  Son  in  law  to  the  said 


Joseph  English  .  .  .  and  for  the  natural  affec¬ 
tion  that  he  hath  and  beareth  towards  the  said 
Peter  White  HATH  given  (etc.)  .  .  .  unto 
the  said  Peter  White  the  moyetie  or  halfe  part 
of  a  Certaine  peice  of  land  lying  and  being  in 
Buckingham  in  the  said  County  of  Bucks  and 
containeing  and  layd  out  for  Twenty  Two 
acres,  besides  the  Roade  that  lyes  through  the 
same,  which  said  land  is  part  of  a  Tract  of 
land  layd  out  to  Samuel  Clift  aforesaid  by  a 
Warrant  from  Sr  Edmund  Andrews  [An¬ 
dros],  Govenor  of  New  York  dated  the  - 

day  of - and  by  vertue  of  the  same  seated 

and  Improved  by  the  said  Samuel  Clift,  and 
since  the  decease  of  the  said  Samuel  Clift  de¬ 
scended  to  the  said  Joseph  English  as  right  and 
law  full  heire  to  the  said  Clift  IN  WITTNES 
whereof  the  said  Joseph  English  hath  hereunto 
put  his  hand  and  seale  the  Twentieth  day  of 
the  Twelfth  month  one  Thousand  Six  hun¬ 
dred  ninety-five. 

Joseph  English  [Seal] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us  Tho: 
Brock,  Michael  Newbould.  Proved  the  1 1 
day  of  first  month  1695/6  by  phineas  Pem¬ 
berton,  attorney  to  Joseph  English.  Recorded 
the  16  day  of  the  2  month  1696. 

[Bucks  County ,  Deed  Book  No.  2,  B,  Vol.  1 , 
P-  57]: 

Joseph  English  to  Thomas  Brock  and  Anthony 

Burton.  (Abstract.) 

TO  ALL  PEOPLE  before  whom  these 
prese’ts  shall  come  Know  yee,  that  Joseph 
English  of  the  County  of  Burlington  and 
Province  of  new  Jersey,  yoman,  and  son-in- 
law  to  Samuel  Clift  late  of  the  County  of 
Bucks  and  Province  of  Pensylvania,  deceased, 
for  Twenty  pounds  Currant  mony  of  the 
Province  of  Pensylvania  paid  by  Thomas 
Brock  &  Anthony  Burton  of  the  aforesaid 
County  of  Bucks  and  Province  of  Pensylvania, 
yomen,  Hath  given  granted  etc.,  unto  the  said 
Thomas  Brock  and  Anthony  Burton  the  one 
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moyetie  or  half  part  of  a  Certaine  peice  of 
land  in  Buckingham  in  the  said  County  of 
Bucks,  and  Conteineing  and  layd  out  for 
Twenty  Two  acres  besides  the  Roade  that  lyes 
Through  the  same,  which  said  land  is  part  of 
a  Tract  of  land  layd  out  to  Samuel  Clift 
aforesaid  by  a  warrant  from  Sr.  Edmund  An¬ 
drews  [Andros]  Governour  of  New  York, 

dated  the  -  Day  of  -  and  by  vertue 

of  the  same  seated  and  Improved  by  the  said 
Samuel  Clift,  and  since  the  decease  of  the 
said  Samuel  Clift,  descended  to  the  said  Jos¬ 
eph  English  as  right  and  lawfull  heire  to  the 
said  Clift  etc. 

IN  WITTNES  whereof  the  said  Joseph 
English  hath  hereunto  put  his  hand  and  seale 
the  Twentieth  day  of  the  Twelfth  month  one 
Thousand  six  hundered  ninety  five  1695. 

Joseph  English  [Seal] 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 
Michael  Newbould,  Peter  White. 

Recorded  the  16  Day  of  the  Second  month 
1696. 

[ Bucks  County  Deed  Book  No.  2,  B,  V ol.  /, 

P-  59]: 

KNOW  ALL  MEN  by  these  that  I  Joseph 
English  of  the  County  of  Burlington  in  the 
province  of  West  Jersey,  yoman,  do  by  these 
presents  Constitute  and  appoint  my  friend 
Phineas  Pemberton  of  the  County  of  Bucks 
and  province  of  Pensylvania  yoman  to  be  my 
lawfull  Attorney  for  me  &  in  my  name  and 
on  my  behalf  to  appeare  in  Open  Court  in  the 
aforesaid  County  of  Bucks  and  there  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  deliver  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  Court  one  Deed  beareing  Equal  date  with 
these  presents  of  eleven  acres  of  land  in  fee  to 
my  Son  in  law  Peter  White  of  the  aforesaid 
County  of  Bucks,  yeoman,  or  to  his  Attorney, 
being  the  moyetie  or  half  part  of  Twenty  Two 
acres  of  land  lying  neare  the  mill  against  Bur¬ 
lington  in  the  said  County  of  Bucks,  AS 
ALSO  in  like  manner  to  acknowledge  and  De¬ 


liver  one  Deed  beareing  Equal  date  with  these 
presents  of  eleven  acres  of  land  in  fee  to 
Thomas  Brock  and  Anthony  Burton  of  the 
aforesd  County  of  Bucks,  yoman,  or  to  theire 
attorney  or  attorneys,  being  the  other  moyetie 
or  half  part  of  the  aforesaid  Twenty  one  acres 
of  land;  in  Wittness  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
put  my  hand  and  seale  the  Twentieth  day  of 
the  Twelfth  month  one  Thousand  six  hundred 
ninety-five. 

Joseph  English  [Seal] 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us — 

Michael  Newbould 
her 

Hannah  X  English 
mark 

Recorded  the  i6lh  2  month  1696. 

[Bucks  County  Deed  Book  No.  2,  B}  V ol.  /, 

p.  86.  Abstract]  : 

Peter  White  and  wife  Elizabeth  with 
Thomas  Brock,  Anthony  Burton,  all  of  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  sell  land  to  Phineas 
Pemberton  16  of  4th  mo.  1696.  Peter  White 
signs;  his  wife  makes  her  mark. 

[Page  98.  Abstract]:  Peter  White  and 
Elizabeth  sell  on  the  18th  of  the  I  oth  month 
(December  18),  1696,  one  half  acre  of  the 
land  that  had  been  given  to  him  by  Joseph 
English  whom  the  deed  calls  “father-in-law.” 
Witnessed  by  Stephen  and  Samuel  Beakes  who 
came  to  Pennsylvania  about  the  time  as  did 
Joseph  English  from  Gloucestershire,  Eng¬ 
land.  (We  discovered  the  old  homestead  in 
England  of  this  Beakes  family  together  with 
many  records.) 

[Bucks  County  Deed  Book  A}  V ol.  I>  No.  i} 

p.  58]: 

Peter  White  witnessed  the  letter  of  attorney 
dated  the  9th  of  the  sixth  month  (9th  of  Au¬ 
gust),  1686,  from  William  Carter,  from 
Philadelphia,  to  Israel  Taylor,  of  Bucks 
county.  This  shows  that  Peter  White  was  in 
this  country  before  1686.  He  was  probably  the 
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son  of  John  White  whose  land  adjoined  that 
of  Joseph  English  as  shown  by  the  second  sur¬ 
vey  made  of  Samuel  Clift’s  estate  in  1683. 

Thirteen  months  after  Joseph2  English 
sold  his  Mansfield  estate  to  Richard 
French,  he  bought  a  finer  estate  in  the 
same  township,  held  it  until  his  death 
twenty-six  years  later,  and  bequeathed  it 
with  other  land  to  his  sons,  who  did  like¬ 
wise.  This  estate  was  first  settled  and  de¬ 
veloped  by  John  Cripps,  a  passenger  in 
the  ship  Kent  in  16775  he,  dying  years 
later,  his  unmarried  daughter  and  heir 
was  obliged  to  sell  it  at  a  very  low  price. 
The  deed  of  sale  was  carefully  drawn. 

[ Department  of  State ,  New  Jersey ,  Liber  B 

of  Deeds ,  p.  649.] 

(Deed  Theophila  Cripps  to  Joseph  English. 

Abstract) : 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  ye  Eighth  day 
of  August  in  ye  yeare  of  our  Lord  according 
to  English  acco1  one  Thousand  Six  hundred 
ninety  &  nine  Between  Theophile  Cripps  of 
ye  Town  &  County  of  Burlington  in  ye  Prov¬ 
ince  of  West  New  Jersey  Spinster  of  ye  one 
pt  &  Joseph  English  of  ye  County  of  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Province  aforesd  yeoman  of  ye  other 
pt  Witnesseth  that  ye  sd  Theophile  Cripps  for 
Seaventy  &  five  pounds  of  lawfull  Silver 
money  within  ye  Province  aforesd  Hath 
granted  bargained  &  sold  etc.,  unto  ye  sd  Jos¬ 
eph  English  forever  all  that  Plantation  or 
Tract  of  land  Containing  one  hundred  & 
Thirty  acres  called  Labour  Point  Leyeing  & 
within  ye  Township  of  Mansfield  in  ye  County 
of  Burlington  aforesd  taken  up  laid  forth  & 
Surveyed  to  &  for  John  Cripps  (ye  late  ffather 
of  ye  sd  Theophile  Cripps)  in  his  life  time  ye 
Buttings  &  bounds  whereof  being  by  two 
Sevrall  Surveys  made  &  Recorded  in  ye  Rec¬ 
ords  of  sd  Province  one  whereof  being  one 
hundred  acres  thereof  &  stands  Recorded  in 


ye  sd  Records  of  Surveys  in  fol:  17  of  book 
A,  &  ye  other  Thirty  acres  stands  Recorded 
in  same  book  of  Records  in  fol:  71.  Set  taken 
up  &  Surveyed  for  ye  sd  John  Cripps  as  part 
of  his  share  of  land  for  one  Two  &  thirtieth 
pt  of  a  Propriety  of  Land  within  ye  sd  Prov¬ 
ince  of  West  Jersey,  etc. 

In  witnesse  whereof  ye  sd  pty  first  above- 
named  to  this  prsent  Indenture  hath  set  her 
hand  &  Seale  ye  day  &  yeare  first  abovewritten. 
1699: 

Theophile  Cripps  with  a  Seale  [Seal] 
Sealed  &  delivred  in  ye  prsence  of  Tho:  Re- 
vell  &  Antho:  Elton,  Justices,  &  Nathvl 
Cripps. 

Here  on  his  estate  of  Labour  Point  on 
the  Delaware,  and  opposite  to  Pennsbury 
Manor,  the  choicest  estate  on  the  river, 
Joseph  English  remained  for  a  longer 
period  than  upon  any  other  land  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  Here  his  children  reached  maturity, 
and  here  he  attained  to  the  substantial 
realization  of  his  purpose  and  hopes  in 
coming  to  America. 

His  earmark  for  his  cattle  is  recorded 
in  the  court  records  for  Burlington 
County:  “1700  Joseph  English  Ear 
Mark:  Left,  under  halfe  penny  [a  nicked 
triangle]  j  ye  right  whole  thus:  A” 

We  miss  the  records  of  the  births  of 
Joseph2  English’s  children.  Neither  the 
Burlington  nor  Chesterfield  Quaker  rec¬ 
ords  yield  the  dates.  Labour  Point  was  too 
far  for  convenient  baptism  from  the  fa¬ 
mous  St.  Mary’s  Episcopal  Church  at 
Burlington.  Their  names  are  found  in  his 
will  and  in  deeds  j  it  is  our  mission  to  fol¬ 
low  out  of  Mansfield  only  one  of  the 
sons.  One  of  the  streams  entering  the 
Delaware  in  Mansfield  came  to  be  called 
“English  Creek,”  and  the  English  family 
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continued  to  hold  land  there  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years.  Some  of  the  de¬ 
scendants  adhered  to  the  faith  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Friends  and  remained  passive 
during  the  War  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Joseph2  English,  as  a  founder  of 
Burlington,  remained  a  prominent  figure 
in  its  social  life,  the  town  early  becoming 
one  of  the  most  aristocratic  towns,  in  point 
of  intelligence  and  culture,  in  America, — 
a  distinction  it  still  holds. 

On  May  31,  1714,  Joseph2  English, 
Senior,  of  Mansfield,  Burlington  County, 
New  Jersey,  purchased  of  Collam  Mac- 
quire,  of  the  same  place,  two  acres  of  land 
abutting  on  other  land  belonging  to  Eng¬ 
lish.  The  deed  was  witnessed  by  John3 
English,  Thomas  Green,  and  Hannah 
Wells.  Fifty  years  later  John3  English, 
the  witness,  made  oath  that  he  saw  his  fa¬ 
ther  sign  the  deed  in  1714,  and  the  deed 
was  not  recorded  until  March  10,  1768. 
{Department  of  State ,  New  Jersey , 
Deeds ,  Liber  Z,  p.  4.]  John3  English  and 
Hannah  Wells  were  two  of  Joseph’s  chil¬ 
dren,  and  Thomas  Green  was  his  son-in- 
law.  With  sons  and  sons-in-law  to  advance 
in  the  world,  Joseph2  English  did  not  con¬ 
tent  himself  with  the  labors,  pleasures, 
and  comforts  of  his  Mansfield  estate.  His 
mind  ranged  far  and  wide  upon  land 
prospects.  In  1709  he  purchased  550 
acres,  with  a  mill,  on  the  shore  of  Great 
Egg  Harbor  in  Gloucester  County,  New 
Jersey,  and  four  years  later  gave  it  to  his 
son,  John3  English,  as  will  be  shown 
shortly.  [ Department  of  State,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  IJber  AC  of  Deeds,  p.  499-1  The 
rich  lands  eighty  miles  away  along  the 
Brandywine  River  in  Pennsylvania,  which 
new  arrivals  from  abroad,  particularly  the 


Quakers  from  Wales,  were  rapidly  buy¬ 
ing  up,  met  his  comprehending  eye.  The 
first  record  of  this  venture  is  the  original 
note  by  Jacob  Taylor,  surveyor-general  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  had  received  notice  of 
a  survey  to  be  made,  entered  upon  his 
written  order  for  the  deputy  surveyor  in 
Chester  County,  viz.: 

[ Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  Manu¬ 
scripts  ] : 

An  Account  of  Warrants  lately  Issued  to  be 
Executed  in  the  County  of  Chester.  .  .  .Jos¬ 
eph  English  500  Warrl  Dat.  August  the  12 
1714  I  think  it  is  not  best  to  Lay  it  out  till 
Joseph  English  Speaks  to  thee  him  self. 

A  true  Account  Jacob  Taylor. 

On  the  following  day  an  entry  was 
made  in  the  register  of  William  Penn, 

{Pennsylvania  Archives,  Second  Series,  V ol. 

XIX]: 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Property.  Minute 
Book  “H”  The  13th  6  mo.  1714.  Page  583. 
To  Joseph  English,  for  500  acres  at  £10  p.C. 
Now  granted  and  warrt  signed. 

Three  hundred  of  the  said  five  hun¬ 
dred  acres  were  laid  out  to  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  at  a  place  soon  afterward  named 
Strasburg  in  that  part  of  Chester  County 
set  off,  circa  1735,  as  Lancaster  County, 
and  a  few  miles  west  of  the  present 
boundary  between  these  counties: 

{Department  of  Internal  A  fairs,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Old  Rights  in  Chester  County, 
No.  r] : 

[Seal  of  Province  By  the  Com- 

of  Pennsylvania]  missioners  of 

Property 

Pennsylvania  ss.  WHEREAS  it  has  been 
made  appear  before  us  that  Joseph  Mather  of 
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the  County  of  Philadelphia  and  William  Smith 
of  the  County  of  Bucks  came  Servants  into  the 
Province  about  the  year  1682  and  Served  their 
time  to  Phinehas  Pemberton,  and  now  Desire 
they  may  have  their  head  Land  according  to 
the  Proprietrs  Concessions,  and  they  having 
Granted  the  same  to  Joseph  English  craves 
that  it  may  be  laid  out  to  him.  THESE  are  to 
Authorize  and  Require  thee  to  Survey  or 
cause  to  be  Survey’d  unto  the  Said  Joseph 
English  the  Right  of  ye  Said  Joseph  Mather 
and  William  Smith  the  Said  Quantity  of  one 
Hundred  Acres  of  Land  that  has  not  been  al¬ 
ready  Survey’d  nor  appropriated  nor  is  Seated 
by  the  Indians,  and  Make  a  Returne  thereof 
into  the  Secretary’s  Office  in  Order  to  further 
Confirmation.  Given  under  our  hands  and 
Seale  of  the  Province  at  Philadelphia  the  5th 
day  of  the  tenth  Month  Anno  Dni  1714. 

To  Jacob  Taylor  Survey  Gen11. 

Richard  Hill,  Isaac  Norris 
James  Logan 

A  further  record  was  made  seventeen 
days  later: 

[Pennsylvania.  Archives ,  Second  Series,  Vol. 
XIX]: 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Property.  Minute 
Book  H.  The  13th  6  mo.  1714  (August). 

[P.  589.] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  the  2 2d 
10th  month  1714.  To  Joseph  English  in  Right 
of  Jos.  Mather  and  Wm  Smith  who  came  in 
Serv’ts  with  Phine’s  Pemberton.  100  acres 
head  land. 

The  original  return  of  the  surveyor  of 
Chester  County  is  preserved,  viz. : 

[Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Old  Rights,  Chester  County]  : 

Original  Return  No.  43  of  William 
Brigdale,  surveyor.  Indorsed  on  the  back: 


“Return,  Joseph  English  or  Hans  Ha  wry 
for  300  As.  Peque”: 

This  may  certifie  that  on  the  17  day  of  8br 
Anno  1715  there  was  surveyd  and  laid  out 
unto  Joseph  English  three  hunred  acres  of 
land  on  Pequea  Creek  in  the  county  of  Chester 
one  hundred  acres  of  which  is  head  land  in 
right  of  Joseph  Mather  and  Wm  Smith  by 
warrt  from  the  Commissioners  dated  the  5th 
of  iobr  1714  the  other  two  hundred  acres 
being  part  of  five  hundred  acres  purchased  by 
the  said  Joh.  English  of  the  Proprietary  Com¬ 
missioners  according  to  their  warrt  dated  the 
12th  of  the  6th  month  17 14  BEGINNING 
at  a  hickory  tree  at  a  corner  of  Philip  fferee’s 
land  and  extending  by  the  same  &  land  of 
Isaac  Lefever  north  by  west  four  hundred  and 
eighty  pches  Then  west  by  South  one  hundred 
and  six  pches  to  a  white  oak  then  South  by  East 
by  Vacant  Land  and  the  land  of  Martinn 
Kundey  four  hundred  and  eighty  pches  to  a 
post  then  East  by  North  one  hundred  and  six 
perches  to  the  place  of  Beginning  CON¬ 
TAINING  three  hundred  acres  with  the  usual 
allowance  of  six  P  Cent. 

Jacob  Taylor 

That,  with  the  subjoined  item,  disposes 
of  three-fifths  of  the  five  hundred  acres: 

[Pennsylvania  Archives ,  Second  Series,  Vol. 
XIX]: 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Property. 

Minute  Book  H. 

[Page  632.]  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  the  29th  11  mo.  1717-8.  .  .  .  Signed 
a  Patent  to  Hans  Hawry  for  300  acres  of 
Land  at  Strasburg,  50  Acres  of  Head  Land  in 
Right  of  Jos.  Mather  and  50  acres  Ditto  in 
Right  of  William  Smith:  the  other  200  acres 
are  purchased.  The  whole  was  laid  out  to  Jos¬ 
eph  English,  who  sold  it  to  H.  Hawry  etc. 

The  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ches¬ 
ter  County  remaining  to  Joseph  English 
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seem  to  have  been  settled  upon  by  him, 
for  in  his  deed  of  December  27,  1718,  of 
some  of  his  land  in  New  Jersey  he  de¬ 
scribes  himself  as  of  “ye  Co.  of  Chester 
in  ye  province  of  Pennsylvania”;  thus, 
temporarily  at  least,  having  left  his  home 
estate,  Labour  Point,  at  Mansfield,  New 
Jersey,  in  the  care  of  his  son  Joseph3.  The 
only  further  record  indicating  the  exact 
location  of  the  two  hundred  acres  appears 
to  be  that  of  a  survey,  though  this  survey 
is  dated  1724.  He  died  upon  this  land, 
but  in  his  will  of  1725,  calls  himself  of 
Mansfield  in  New  Jersey.  The  will  was 
proved  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania. 
The  warrant  for  the  survey  of  this  land 
reads : 

[. Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  Manu¬ 
scripts ] : 

Warrant  of  survey  to  Joseph  English 

1724. 

Upon  an  Agreement  made  with  Joseph 
English  of  y?  County  of  Chester  Yeo.  for 
Two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  that  Tract  of 
Land  Situatd  on  the  West  branch  of  Brandi- 
wine  Creek  in  the  S4  County  for  which  he 
Agrees  to  pay  to  my  Use  the  Sum  of  fifteen 
pounds  p  hund1!  acres  on  or  before  the  25th 
day  of  March  Next  and  y?  Yearly  quitrent  of 
Six  pounds  Sterling  for  each  hund1!  acres 
These  are  to  Authorize  and  require  thee  forth¬ 
with  to  Survey  unto  the  S4  Joseph  English  the 
S'?  Quantity  of  Land  in  the  place  afd.  by  regu¬ 
lar  Course  and  make  Return  thereof  in  order 
to  a  further  Confirmacon  which  Survey  in 
Case  the  S4  Joseph  fulfill  the  above  agreement 
Shall  be  Valid  Otherwise  the  Same  is  to  [r/c] 
Void  as  if  it  had  never  been  made  or  this  warrl 
ever  granted. 

Given  Under  my  hand  and  Seal  the  29th 
day  of  October  1724  Nath*  Newlin. 
To  John  Taylor  Surveyor. 
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Accompanying  this  warrant  is  the  draft 
of  the  survey.  The  land  was  in  Bradford 
Township.  The  region  of  the  “forks  of  the 
Brandywine”  is  famous  in  American  his¬ 
tory,  the  Battle  of  Brandywine  having 
been  fought  near  by,  and  it  was  just  below 
the  forks  that  the  British  crossed  and 
struck  the  unexpected  and  successful  blow 
at  a  part  of  the  American  army.  The 
Bradford  Friends  Meeting  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1719.  It  was  about  the  only 
church  conveniently  near  to  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish’s  estate.  Brandywine  manor  church 
was  not  built  until  1735* 

In  Futhey  and  Cope’s  History  of  Ches¬ 
ter  County ,  Pennsylvania ,  on  page  238, 
we  read: 

Chester  Quarterly  Meeting  9,  9.  1 7 1 9 
Newark  Monthly  Meeting  laid  before  this 
meeting  the  Request  of  the  friends  in  the 
forks  of  the  Brandywine  of  having  a  meeting 
for  worship  every  other  first  day  and  every 
other  fifth  day,  which  sd  Request  this  meeting 
Doth  allow  Dureing  the  winter  season  [etc.] 
The  first  Meeting  house  stood  on  land  owned 
in  1881  by  Thomas  Pennypacker  ...  the 
present  graveyard  shows  where  this  house  stood 
until  1765. 

The  entire  tract  of  about  six  thousand 
acres,  of  which  Joseph  English  held  two 
hundred  acres,  was  called  “The  Society 
Tract”;  and  only  seven  sections  were  sold 
by  1724,  judging  from  the  survey  made 
for  Joseph  English.  In  1724  none  of 
Joseph  English’s  children  appear  to  have 
been  with  him  in  Chester  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  save  Rachel  and  her  husband, 
Thomas  Green.  The  son  Joseph3  was 
firmly  fixed  as  the  heir-apparent  to  his 
father’s  estate  of  Labour  Point;  the  son 
John3  had  been  well  provided  for  at  Great 
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Egg  Harbor,  Gloucester  County,  New 
Jersey  j  the  son  William3  was  well  estab¬ 
lished  in  Mansfield  Township,  Burling¬ 
ton  County ;  the  daughter  Elizabeth3  and 
her  husband  Peter  White  had  been  “ad¬ 
vanced”  at  Absecon  River  in  Gloucester 
County,  New  Jersey.  As  Thomas  Green, 
the  son-in-law,  was  a  witness  to  the  deed 
of  December  27,  1718,  to  Peter  Coven- 
hoven,  in  which  Joseph2  English  described 
himself  as  of  Chester  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  deed 
was  executed  in  Chester  County,  and  that 
Thomas  Green  was  the  giver  of  the  bond 
of  £40,  dated  May  11,  1726,  for  a  tavern 
license,  with  Thomas  Phillips  as  fellow 
surety.  \Chester  County  Commissioners 3 
Tavern  License  Papers ,  /,  130.] 

[Burlington  County,  New  Jersey ,  Deed  Book 

V.  6,  p.  10.  Abstract] : 

Joseph  English,  Senior,  to  Peter  Co- 

venoven. 

This  Indenture  made  the  27  th  day  of  De¬ 
cember  in  ye  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighteen  between  Joseph 
English,  Senr.,  of  ye  Co.  of  Chester,  in  ye 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  yeo.,  of  the  one 
part  and  Peter  Covenoven  of  Great  Egg  Har¬ 
bor,  in  ye  County  of  Gloucester  and  Province 
of  West  Jersey,  yeo.  of  the  other  part,  WIT¬ 
NESSETH  that  ye  said  Joseph  English  for 
twenty  pounds  current  silver  money  of  Amer¬ 
ica  hath  granted,  bargained  and  sold  etc.,  to 
Peter  Covenoven,  two  tracts  of  land  contain¬ 
ing  100  acres,  one  part  on  ye  East  side  of 
Little  Egg  Harbor  River  Beginning  at  a  stake 
in  ye  marsh  along  ye  line  of  Peter  White’s 
land  which  ye  above  said  Joseph  English  sold 
to  ye  said  Peter  White  N.  E.  290  perch  to  a 
corner;  thence  S  E  44  perch  to  a  corner  tree, 
thence  S  W  in  ye  marsh  290  perch;  thence 
N  W  to  ye  first  mentioned  stake.  The  other 


piece  containing  19  acres  of  swamp  on  a 
branch  of  Little  Egg  Harbor  River  on  ye 
West  side  of  ye  River  beginneth  at  a  pine  tree 
marked  P  and  runs  from  thence  S  E  80  perch 
to  a  corner  tree;  from  thence  North  by  East 
40  perch  to  a  corner  tree;  thence  N  W  80 
perch  to  the  place  of  beginning  which  said  100 
acres  of  land  is  a  part  of  a  share  of  a  two  and 
thirtieth  share  which  was  by  ye  said  Joseph 
English  purchased  of  Theophilus  Cripps  by 
one  deed  of  Indenture  etc. 

his 

Signature  Joseph  (E)  English 
mark 

Witnesses:  Jonas  Youngs  Thomas  Green 
Recorded  Nov.  16,  1763. 

Joseph  English,  in  making  his  will 
forty  days  before  he  died,  preferred  to 
describe  himself  as  of  Mansfield  whence 
he  came  to  the  Brandywine.  Genealogi- 
cally,  this  is  to  the  advantage  of  a  modern 
inquirer,  yet  one  remains  uncertain  as  to 
whether  he  had  decided  to  return  to 
Mansfield,  or  was  merely  pleased  to  con¬ 
sider  it  still  his  home,  against  a  possible 
return  thereto.  He  was  on  his  Brandywine 
estate  when  the  will  was  prepared,  as  was 
also  his  daughter,  Hannah  Wells,  who 
witnessed  it,  because  his  attempt  to  make 
his  mark  indicates  that  he  was,  as  the  will 
says,  too  “weak  of  body”  either  to  write 
his  name  or  make  a  legible  mark.  Particu¬ 
larly  to  be  observed  is  the  seal  beside  his 
name  on  the  original  will.  It  is  of  large 
size  bearing  the  old  English  armorial  de¬ 
vice  of  the  rose,  crown,  and  thistle,  sig¬ 
nifying  the  union  of  Scotland  and  Eng¬ 
land.  The  seal  bears  the  motto  “Semper 
eadem,”  meaning  “Always  the  same,” 
which,  if  we  may  apply  it  to  the  character 
of  Joseph  English,  would  be  complimen- 
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tary.  This  motto  was  chosen  by  Elizabeth, 
England’s  most  famous  queen,  as  her  own 
for  both  private  and  official  use.  As  the 
will  says,  “Sealed  and  pronounced  by  the 
testator”  it  may  be  considered  that  the 
seal  was  his  own. 

[Chester  County ,  Pennsylvania,  File  No.  193, 

original  paper]  : 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN  this 
fourth  day  of  the  seventh  month  Called  Sep¬ 
tember  in  the  Yeare  of  our  Lord  according  to 
the  English  Account  one  Thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  five,  I,  Joseph  English  of  the 
township  of  Mansfeild  in  the  County  of  Bur¬ 
lington  in  the  West  Devisions  of  the  province 
of  new  Jarsy,  YEAMAN,  being  weak  of 
body  but  of  perfect  Memory  praisid  be  God 
for  the  same  and  for  all  other  mercies  Calling 
[to]  mind  the  mortality  of  man  and  the  frailty 
of  his  body  do  make  and  ordaine  my  Last  will 
and  Testment  in  form  and  maner  folowing. 
AND  first  and  principly  I  commit  my  soule 
Into  the  hands  of  almighty  God  my  Creator 
When  it  shall  please  him  to  Call  for  it  and  my 
body  to  the  Grave  to  be  Decently  buried  at  the 
discreation  of  my  Executerix  herein  after 
named,  and  as  touching  my  worldly  Esteate  I 
give  and  Dispose  of  the  same  as  foloweth. 
IMPRS:  my  will  and  mind  is  that  my  just 
debts  If  any  be  at  time  of  my  Decease  and 
funeral  Expences  be  paid  and  discharged  by 
my  Executrix.  Item,  I  give  and  bequeathe 
unto  my  son  Joseph  English  all  that  tract 
of  Land  Whereon  he  now  liveth  the  bound 
thereof  begineth  at  the  river  side  at  the 
Draw  bars  upon  the  Low  Land,  thence  back 
unto  white  oake,  thence  upon  a  straight  Line  to 
the  Roade,  the  road  being  the  one  side  bounds 
there  of  the  same,  Laying  on  the  north  side  of 
the  roade,  thence  along  by  the  road  unto  the 
line  on  the  Lower  End,  and  along  that  line 
unto  the  river,  and  to  him  and  his  hairs  and 
assigns  for  Ever.  Item.  I  Give  and  beaqueath 
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unto  my  said  son  Joseph  English  an  Eaqual 
part  of  a  tratct  of  Land  containing  Eighty 
acres  laying  on  joyn[ing  un]to  William  Fos¬ 
ters  Land.  Item  I  Give  and  bequeth  unto  my 
said  son  Joseph  my  plaite  buttons.*  Item  I 
Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  son  Joseph 
thirty  pounds  of  Lawfull  mony  of  pensilvenia 
to  be  paid  at  the  Decease  of  hanah  my  wife. 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  John 
English  foure  pounds  Lawfull  mony  of  pen¬ 
silvenia  to  be  paid  him  at  [sic]  he  being  before 
this  time  by  me  advanced.  Item.  I  Give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  son  William  English  the 
plantation  whereon  he  now  lives  after  the  De¬ 
cease  of  my  wife  to  him  and  his  hairs  and  As¬ 
signs  forever.  Item.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  Daughter  Rachel  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Green  all  the  cattell  that  Goeth  In  my  name 
at  John  Scull’s  in  Egharbour.  Item.  I  Give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  son  in  Law  peter  White  A 
tract  of  Land  laying  on  the  head  of  Absecom 
River  at  Egharbour.  Item.  I  Give  unto  my 
Daughter  Hanah  the  wife  of  John  Wells  five 
shillings  shee  being  before  by  me  Advanced. 
Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  Thomas  Eng¬ 
lish  my  Grandson  ten  pounds  Lawfull  mony 
of  pensilvenia  to  be  paid  at  the  Decease  of  my 
wife.  Item.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  his 
brother  Joseph  English  Junr  ten  Pounds  to  be 
paid  att  my  wife’s  decease.  Item.  I  Give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  Grand  Daughter  Hanah 
English,  Daughter  to  my  said  son  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  five  pounds  to  be  paid  her  at  the  Decease 
of  my  wife.  Item.  I  Give  unto  my  Grand 
Daughter  Jeane  Wells  five  pounds  to  be  paid 
her  at  the  Decease  of  my  wife.  Item.  I  Give 
and  bequeath  unto  hanah  my  wife  the  planta¬ 
tion  Containing  two  hundred  acres  of  Land 
with  all  the  Improvements  and  apurtanances 
as  the  same  are  now  in  my  tennor  To  her  her 
haires  and  Assigns  for  Ever,  this  plantation 

*  Silver  or  gold  buttons — probably  silver  as  the 
term  “plate”  meant  usually  solid  silver  then,  as  elec¬ 
troplating  had  not  then  been  invented. 
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layeth  in  the  forks  of  Brandywine  in  the 
County  of  Chester  and  province  of  pensilvenia 
and  I  Give  unto  my  Deare  and  loving  wife 
Hanah  English  The  Remaining  part  of  my 
personall  Esteat,  whome  I  hereby  apoint  my 
only  and  sole  Executrix  of  This  my  Last  will 
and  testament.  In  Wittness  whereof  I  have 
heareunto  set  my  hand  and  seale  the  Day  and 
yeare  above  written 

his 

Joseph  X  English  [seal] 
mark 

Sealed  and  pronounced  by  the  testator  above 
named  as  his  Last  will  and  testament 

George  Aston  Daniel  McLister 
Hanah  Wells. 

[Endorsed]  pd  ye  I4th:8th:  1725 

A  true  and  Just  account  or  In  ventary  of  the 
apraisment  of  the  Esteat  Reall  and  parsonal  of 
Joseph  English  Late  of  the  township  of  brad- 
ford  In  the  County  of  Chester  and  province 
of  pensilvenia  deceased 


Reale  Esteat  Containing  two  hundred 
Acres  of  Land  on  the  west  side  of 


brandywine  Valued  at 

[f] 30: 

00: 

0 

Two  bonds  Each  bond  thirty  pounds 

60: 

00: 

0 

one  bond  fifteen  pounds 

15  = 

00: 

0 

Three  bonds  Each  bond  five  pounds 

G: 

00: 

0 

one  bond  york  mony  twelve  pound 

12: 

00: 

0 

one  bond  foure  pounds 

04: 

00: 

0 

one  horse  and  one  mare  and  Colt 

valued  at  twelve  pounds 

12: 

00: 

0 

Three  Cows  and  one  Calf  valued  at 

Seaven  pounds 

07: 

00: 

0 

Three  beds  value  at  twenty  pound 

20: 

00: 

0 

Three  chusts  and  one  trunk  valued  at 

twenty  shillings 

01 : 

00: 

0 

Three  boxes  valued  a  sixteen  shil¬ 

lings 

00: 

16: 

0 

Three  Iron  pots  one  frying  pan  with 

hand  Irons  and  one  spit  valued 

03: 

00: 

0 

Two  brass  Kittels  valued  at  ten  shil¬ 

lings 

00: 

10: 

0 

Puter  valued  at  one  pound  ten  shil¬ 
lings 

one  brass  pan  valued  at  six  shillings 
pailes  and  Woden  Ware  valued  at 
one  pound  five  shillings 
Wearing  Cloathes  valued  at  five 
pounds 

Three  pounds  ten  shillings  in  purse 
one  warming  pan  and  tongs  and  fire 
shovel  valued  at 

Iron  tools  valued  at  twenty  shillings 
one  Sadie  and  bridle  valued  at  fif¬ 
teen  shillings 

one  Grind  stone  valued  at  two  shil¬ 
lings  and  six  pence 
bages  and  sives  valued  at  twenty  shil¬ 
lings 

Three  spinning  wheels  valued  at  one 
pound  ten  shillings 


01:  10:  o 
00:  06:  o 

01:  05:  0 

05:  00:  o 
03:  10:  o 

00:  16:  o 
01:  00:  o 

00:  15:  o 

00:  02:  6 

01:  00:  o 

01 :  10:  o 


Valued  and  apraised  the  twenty  third  day  of 
the  Eight  month  Called  October  and  in  the 
yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  five  by  us. 

Peter  Collins,  George  Harlan. 


This  inventory  comprises  only  that 
property  of  Joseph  English  actually 
found  in  his  possession  at  his  abiding 
place  on  the  Brandywine.  His  real  and 
personal  estate  in  New  Jersey  was  much 
more  valuable,  notwithstanding  that  he 
had  sold  or  given  away,  before  his  will  was 
written,  large  estates  therein.  No  inven¬ 
tory  was  taken  in  New  Jersey.  This  ven¬ 
erable  and  worthy  man,  a  typical  English 
yeoman  of  the  best  class,  as  his  activities 
suggest,  born  at  or  within  sight  of  Hors¬ 
ley,  Gloucestershire,  England,  before 
1650,  to  whose  character  and  activities  we 
have  but  attempted  to  do  justice,  made  a 
success  of  his  effort  to  found  a  family  in 
the  New  World.  This  he  could  not  have 
done  without  faith  in  both  Heaven  and 
himself.  Nigh  unto  fourscore  were  the 
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years  of  his  life.  He  was  one  of  many  sa¬ 
gacious,  far-seeing  men  who,  perceiving 
their  future  to  lie  in  parts  beyond  the  sea, 
thither  betook  themselves.  Practically, 
these  men  “burned  their  bridges  behind 
them.”  But  they  founded  settlements,  es¬ 
tablished  religion,  upheld  organized  au¬ 
thority,  and  began  and  advanced  the  cause 
of  a  more  humane  and  equitable  civiliza¬ 
tion  upon  this  continent  of  North  Amer¬ 
ica.  Nearly  all  of  the  children  of  Joseph 
English  were  born  in  America.  The  oldest 
child  seems  to  have  been  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Peter  White  before  1697,  as  this 
couple  were  named  in  the  settlement  of 
the  estate  of  their  maternal  grandfather, 
Samuel  Clift,  on  that  date,  together  with 
her  sister,  Rachel,  named  as  married  to 
Thomas  Green. 

Since  the  children  must  have  married 
very  young  if  born  in  America,  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  they  were  born  in  England 
shortly  before  the  migration.  The  fact 
that  the  son  Joseph3  was  named  first  in 
his  father’s  will  and  was  the  heir  to  his 
father’s  homestead  estate  of  Labour 
Point,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  he  bore  his 
father’s  Christian  name,  creates  the  as¬ 
sumption  that  he  was  the  eldest  son. 
Joseph3,  Junior,  with  his  brother  Wil¬ 
liam3,  became  the  progenitors  of  the  two 
families  that,  remaining  for  several  gen¬ 
erations  in  northern  Burlington  County, 
New  Jersey,  are  distinct  in  the  public  rec¬ 
ords  from  the  Englishes  of  English  Creek 
in  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township,  of 
Gloucester  and  Atlantic  counties,  New 
Jersey,  though  similar  Christian  names 
continued  to  prevail  contemporaneously 
through  several  generations  in  these  three 
separate  branches.  Singular,  indeed,  and 
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misleading  to  some  genealogical  inquirers, 
was  the  fact  evidenced  in  a  deed  of  1812 
[ Gloucester  County ,  New  Jersey ,  Deed- 
Book  Q,  p.  148]  whereby  Joseph5  Eng¬ 
lish,  then  of  Montgomery  County,  New 
York,  his  brothers  Samuel5  and  Isaac5, 
and  sister  Elizabeth5  (English)  Bunt¬ 
ing,  all  children  of  Thomas4  English  (son 
of  Joseph3,  Junior,  of  Mansfield,  named 
in  his  father’s  will  of  1725),  all  of  Bur¬ 
lington  County,  convey  to  Samuel5  and 
Isaac5  English,  sons  of  Joseph4,  Senior, 
and  Prudence  English,  deceased,  each  of 
English  Creek  on  Great  Egg  Harbor 
River,  land  thereabout  that  the  said 
Thomas4  had  had  surveyed  to  himself  in 
1765,  but  had  never  settled  on.  Joseph3 
and  William3  English,  named  as  legatees 
in  the  above  recited  will  of  1725,  may  be 
dismissed  with  two  items  indicating  their 
activities  in  behalf  of  the  less  able  and  less 
fortunate  of  Mansfield: 

[Burlington  County  Clerk's  Office\  : 
Minutes  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
I7I7~I733 

[Page  172.]  At  a  Court  of  General  Quar¬ 
ter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  held  at  Burlington 
for  the  County  of  Burlington  the  Eight  Day 
of  March  In  the  Sixth  year  of  his  Majestyes 
Reign,  George  Dei  Gratia  &c.  Annoq  Domini 
1719—20 — overseers  of  the  poor:  Mansfield, 

Joseph  English  junyor. 

[Page  194.]  Court  of  14  March  1720-21: 
— Constables,  Mansfield,  Wra  English. 

The  Thomas4  English  and  his  brother, 
“Joseph4  English,  Junr,”  named  in  the 
will  of  1725,  were  sons  of  the  testator’s 
son,  Joseph3,  the  overseer  of  the  poor  in 
Mansfield.  No  children  of  the  testator’s 
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son,  John3  English,  were  named  in  the 
will,  though  the  latter’s  two  sons,  John4, 
Junior,  and  Joseph4  (afterward  father  of 
Sarah5  (English)  McClain)  were  living 
in  1725,  both  very  young.  The  widow, 
Hannah  (Clift)  English,  not  having  sold 
by  any  recorded  deed  the  Brandywine  es¬ 
tate,  and  not  leaving  a  will,  administra¬ 


tion,  or  inventory,  evidently  joined  her 
husband  in  his  last  resting  place  soon 
after  1725,  her  son-in-law,  John  Wells,  or 
Thomas  Green,  or  both  of  them  inherit¬ 
ing.  Hannah  (Clift)  English  was  born 
before  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Nails- 
worth,  Gloucestershire,  England,  began 
in  1650  to  record  its  vital  statistics. 


John  English,  Esquire,  of  English  Creek 


JOHN3  ENGLISH,  son  of  Joseph2 
and  Hannah  (Clift)  English,  was 
born,  it  would  seem,  about  1690, 
since  he  had  attained  to  his  majority  and 
had  received  the  larger  share  of  his  patri¬ 
mony  by  1713.  Inheriting  some  part  of 
his  father’s  spirit  of  adventure,  he  “struck 
out  for  himself,”  leaving  Labour  Point 
at  Mansfield  for  the  shore  of  the  sea. 
Whether  he  was  influenced  by  an  inher¬ 
ited  love  of  the  tang  of  the  salt  air,  which 
had  been  the  boon  of  his  ancestors  along 
the  Bristol  Channel  or  Severn  Sea  in 
Gloucestershire,  England,  or  by  his  matri¬ 
monial  choice,  to  go  to  Great  Egg  Harbor 
River  in  eastern  Gloucester  County,  New 
Jersey,  is  merely  a  conjecture.  Thereto, 
however,  he  went,  remained,  prospered, 
rose  to  judicial  distinction,  and,  after  sixty 
years  of  continuous  residence,  died,  leav¬ 
ing  his  name  from  that  day  to  this  upon 
the  topography  of  New  Jersey,  to  mark 
the  scene  of  his  activity  as  a  leading  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  very  large  township  of  Great 
Egg  Harbor.  English  Creek,  a  branch  of 
Great  Egg  Harbor  River,  bears  his  name. 
Inasmuch  as  his  father  had  purchased  the 
estate  of  550  acres  with  a  grist  mill 


thereon  in  1709,  it  is  natural  to  infer  that 
he  and  his  wife  did  so  in  behalf  of  his  son 
John3.  That  John3  had  married,  settled 
upon  the  estate,  and  had  become  a  miller, 
is  equally  probable,  because  his  father,  in 
1714,  deeded  the  property  to  him,  indi¬ 
cating  in  the  deed  that  John  was  then  a 
miller  already  established  as  a  resident  in 
Great  Egg  Harbor  Township.  The  deed 
was  drawn  at  Mansfield,  and  was  wit¬ 
nessed  by  John3  English’s  mother,  “Han¬ 
nah  English,  Senior,”  his  brother,  Joseph3 
English,  Junior,  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Thomas  Green: 

[Secretary  of  State  New  Jersey ,  Liber  A.C.  of 

Deeds ,  p.  499,  etc.]: 

Jos:  English  To  Jn°  English  Exd 

TO  ALL  CHRISTIAN  PEOPLE  to 
whom  these  Presents  shall  come  I  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  Senior  of  Mansfield  in  the  County  of  Bur¬ 
lington  in  the  Province  of  West  New  Jersey 
Yeoman  send  Greeting  KNOW  YE  that  I 
Joseph  English  for  and  in  Consideration  of 
the  Love  good  will  and  Affection  which  I 
have  and  do  bear  towards  my  loving  Son  John 
English  of  Great  Eggharbour  in  the  County 
of  Gloster  in  the  Province  of  West  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Miller  have  given  and  granted  And  by 
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these  Presents  do  fully  freely  clearly  and  ab¬ 
solutely  give  &  grant  to  the  said  John  English 
his  Heirs  Exrs  Admrs  &  Assigns  All  that  one 
certain  piece  &  parcel  of  Land  Situate  lying  & 
being  at  great  Eggharbour  in  the  County  of 
Gloster  in  the  Province  of  West  New  Jersey 
in  manner  as  followeth,  viz,  N.E.  20, d.  58 
Chain  50  Chain  by  Cramberry  Branch  N.W. 
4°d  33  Chain  by  the  Mill  Creek  near  Scull’s 
Lands  being  Surveyed  to  me  by  Richd  Bull  in 
the  Year  1709  Containing  five  hundred  & 
fifty  Acres  of  Land  of  Meadow,  and  the  Mill 
and  all  that  which  appertains  or  belonging  to 
the  said  Mill  with  all  the  Improvem:ts  and 
Houses  thereunto  belonging  Together  with  all 
the  Right  Title  Interest  Claim  &  Demand 
whatsoever  which  I  now  have  or  which  any  or 
either  of  my  Heirs  Executors  Admrs  or  As¬ 
signs  may  hereafter  have  of  to  or  in  the  said 
granted  Premises  or  any  part  thereof  TO 
HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  sd  Mill  and 
the  sd  five  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of  Land  & 
Meadow  unto  him  the  said  John  English  his 
Heirs  &  Assigns  for  ever  absolutely  without 
any  manner  of  Condition  As  I  the  said  Joseph 
English  have  fully  freely  and  absolutely  of 
my  own  accord  set  and  put  in  further  Testi¬ 
mony 

IN  WITNESS  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  Hand  and  Seal  this  4th  day  of  March  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  God  1 7-^. 

Joseph  English  [seal] 

Sealed  &  Delivered  in  the  Presence  of 

Joseph  English  Junr 
her 

Hannah  x  English  Senior, 
mark 

Thomas  Green. 

BE  IT  REMEMBERED  that  on  the  12th 
day  of  June  1770  Joseph  Ingursul  aged  up¬ 
wards  of  Sixty  Years  Personally  appeared  Be¬ 
fore  Me  John  Ladd  Esq.  one  of  His  Maj¬ 
esty8  Council  for  the  Province  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  who  on  his  Solemn  Affirmation  according 
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to  Law  did  declare  and  affirm  that  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Hand  writing  of  Thomas 
Green  one  of  the  Witnesses  to  the  within 
Conveyance  having  often  seen  him  write  and 
seen  him  write  his  name  &  that  he  verily  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  name  Thomas  Green  subscribed 
to  the  Sealing  &  delivery  of  the  same  was  the 
true  &  Real  hand  writing  of  the  said  Thomas 
Green.  Joseph  Ingersul.  Affirmed  the  day 
&  Year  abovesaid  Before  Me  John  Ladd. 

John3  English  married  Sarah  ( - ) 

whose  maiden  name  remains,  as  yet,  un¬ 
known.  Friends  had  a  “meeting”  in  Great 
Egg  Harbor  Township  as  early  as  1695, 
the  birth  and  death  records  of  which  are 
extant  as  are  the  “minutes”  of  the  ses¬ 
sions  from  1775.  The  other  chief  reli¬ 
gious  resource  was  the  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Baptists  did  not  begin  to  flourish  in 
New  Jersey  until  John  English  was  fifty 
years  of  age.  He  was  dead  before  Method¬ 
ism  in  New  Jersey  was  organized.  The 
Church  of  England  was  the  “State 
Church,”  the  principal  recourse  of  the 
landed  gentry  and  of  the  official  class  of 
men  chosen  to  represent  the  authority  of 
the  Crown  in  New  Jersey,  and  to  adminis¬ 
ter  the  functions  of  the  courts  of  justice 
and  the  general  affairs  of  the  county  and 
township.  That  to  this  dominant  group  of 
citizens  belonged  John3  English,  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  courts  and  his  long  continu¬ 
ance  as  the  Justice  of  and  for  Great  Egg 
Harbor  Township  in  the  chief  court  of 
the  county  of  Gloucester  amply  attest.  Be¬ 
fore  1719  he  had  been  appointed  to  the 
chief  board  of  government  for  the  county, 
but  residing  so  many  miles  away  from  the 
county  seat,  he  was  irregular  in  his  at¬ 
tendance. 

As  the  county  court  of  Gloucester 
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ranked  with  the  superior  courts  of  law 
and  equity  in.  other  colonies,  its  justices 
are  qualifying  ancestors  for  the  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Society  of  Colonial  Dames.  The  board 
of  government  of  Gloucester  County  con¬ 
sisted  of  fourteen  gentlemen  designated, 
officially,  as  “Justices  and  Free  Holders,” 
each  township  choosing  its  leader  or  rep¬ 
resentative  justice.  Absence  from  a  session 
was  subject  to  a  fine;  but  the  fine  was 
usually  cancelled  on  presentation  of  a 
proper  explanation.  Through  the  record 
of  such  an  incident  we  are  enabled  to 
catch  the  first  glimpse  of  John  English,* 
as  a  “Justice  and  Freeholder,”  as  also  of 
his  brother-in-law,  Peter  White,  who  re¬ 
sided  in  the  Absecon  River  division  of  the 
county.  It  shows  also  that  their  predeces¬ 
sors  in  the  office  were  Peter  Scull  and 
James  Steelman,  who  also  had  omitted  to 
make  the  long  journey  to  court  in  March: 


[ Gloucester  County  Clerk's  Office,  New  Jer¬ 
sey ,  Book  A ,  iyoi  to  1797,  pages  not  num¬ 
bered]  : 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Justices 
and  Freeholders 

Att  a  meeting  of  the  Justices  &  freeholders 

meet  at  Gloucester  for  ye  County  this  22d 

day  of  ye  first  mo  1719. 

Justices  Present  John  Kay,  John  Hugg, 

John  Mickle 

These  two  persons  not  \ 

appearing  are  fined  ye  Sum  J 

of  one  Pound  p.  man  &  f  „ 

1  Peter  White 

.  „  ,  John  English 

warrant  for  ye  Recovery  l 

of  this  &  ye  Last  year’s  I 

ffine  which  was  / 

Peter  Scull  James  Steelman. 

*  “He  was  appointed  by  the  court  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  build  the  first  court  house  and  jail  for 
Gloucester  county.” 


This  record  illustrates  the  inconven¬ 
ience  of  a  single  county  covering,  as  it 
then  did,  the  entire  width  of  New  Jersey 
at  about  its  widest  part;  but  it  was  not  un¬ 
til  1837  that  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  was  made  a  separate  county  with 
the  name  Atlantic.  The  failure  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  to  appear  at  a  meeting  of  the  board 
did  not  unseat  the  official  or  invalidate  his 
authority  or  his  acts  in  his  own  district 
during  the  term  of  his  office.  Though  his 
first  commission  from  the  governor  of 
New  Jersey  is  now  lost,  his  commissions 
for  1731  and  1733  remain  of  record. 

[ AAA  of  Commissions ,  Secretary  of  State  of 

New  Jersey ,  p.  210]  : 

A  Commission  of  the  peace  for  the 
County  of  Gloucester. 

To  Lewis  Morris,  John  Anderson,  Jos 
Hamilton,  John  Parker,  John  Wills,  Peter 
Bard,  John  Reading,  James  Smith,  James 
Alexander,  Cornelius  Vanhorn,  Esq,  of  his 
Majesty’s  Council  for  the  province  of  New 
Jersey.  John  Kay,  Joseph  Cooper,  Thomas 
Spicer,  Japheth  Leeds,  James  Steelman, 
Thomas  Risley,  Abraham  Leiden,  David  Vane- 
man,  Alexander  Randall,  Isaac  Jennings,  John 
Jones,  James  Hinchman,  John  English,  John 
Hinchman,  Alexander  Morgan,  Christopher 
Taylor,  Jacob  Matcalf,  Josiah  Kay  and  John 
Ladd  Junr  assigned  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  said  County. 

Witness  Lewis  Morris  Esquire  president  of 
his  Majestys  Council  for  the  province  of  New 
Jersey  aforesaid  at  Tinton  within  the  said 
province  the  fourteenth  Day  of  October  in 
the  fifth  year  of  George  the  Second  King  of 
Great  Britain,  Anno  Domini  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  thirty  one. 

\AAA  of  Commissions ,  Secretary  of  State  of 

New  Jersey ,  p.  217]  : 

A  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Gloucester. 
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To  John  Anderson,  John  Hamilton,  John 
Wills,  Peter  Bard,  John  Reading,  Cornelius 
Vanhorn,  Esq,  of  his  Majestys  Council  for  the 
province  of  New  Jersey. 

John  Kay,  Joseph  Cooper,  John  Mickell, 
Japhet  Leeds,  Thomas  Risley,  Alexander  Ran¬ 
dall,  Constantine  Wood,  Isaac  Jennings,  John 
Jones,  James  Hinchman,  John  English,  Alex¬ 
ander  Morgan,  Jacob  Medcalf,  Abraham 
Chatten,  John  Ladd  Junr  Amos  Ireland,  Ste¬ 
phen  Morris,  Robert  Zane  and  John  Browne 
of  Mantoes  Creek  assigned  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Gloucester. 

Witnesse  William  Cosby  Esq  Captain  Gen¬ 
eral  &  Govr  in  Cheif  of  the  Provinces  of  New 
Jersey  New  York  &  the  Territorys  thereon  de¬ 
pending  in  America  Vice  Admiral  of  the 
same  &  Colonel  of  his  Majestys  Army  &c  the 
Thirtyeth  Day  of  August  in  the  Seventh  Year 
of  his  Majestys  Reign  Anno  Dni  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  Thirty  Three. 

Bustill. 

Proof  is  found  in  the  following  records 
that  John3  English,  son  of  Joseph2  and 
Hannah  (Clift)  English,  continued  as  a 
justice  of  the  “Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and  County  Court  for  hold¬ 
ing  of  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Glouces¬ 
ter,”  at  least  from  1728  to  April,  1762, 
a  period  of  thirty-four  years: 

[ Gloucester  County  Clerk’s  Office]: 

(A  manuscript  book  of  court  minutes  en¬ 
titled)  : 

Nova  Cessariae  County  of  Gloucester. 
A  Book  for  Recording  the  minutes  of  the 
Court  Proceedings  Begun  the  ninteenth  day 
off  December  Anno  Dom:  1721.  .  .  . 

[Page  90.]  (1728).  Att  a  Court  of  Gen¬ 
erali  Sessions  of  the  peace  and  County  Court 
for  holding  of  pleas  for  the  County  of  at 
Gloucester  the  Eleventh  Day  of  June  In  the 
[torn  word]  year  of  the  Reign  of  George  the 
Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Brittain 
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france  and  Ireland  King  defender  of  the  faith 
&c.  The  court  adjourned  to  Eight  o’Clock  To¬ 
morrow  morning.  [Page  97.]  The  Court  met 
according  to  adjournmt  at  Jos  Hugg’s  house. 
Justices  present  John  Kay,  John  Hugg  Esqrs 
Judges.  Abra:  Peter,  Samll  Ward  Abra:  Lyd- 
don  Jn°  English  Tho:  Risely  Justices. 

At  the  Request  of  Jn°  English  &  Tho: 
Risely  Esqrs  for  to  have  Two  Constables  for 
ye  township  of  Great  Egg  harbour  the  Court 
appointd  James  Steelman  Jnr  Constable  for  ye 
said  Township 

[Page  39.]  At  a  Court  of  General  Ses¬ 
sions  of  the  peace  And  County  Court  for  hold¬ 
ing  of  pleas  at  Gloucester  for  the  County  of 
Gloucester  the  twentieth  day  of  September  in 
the  Eleventh  year  of  his  Majesty’s  Reign  Ano 
Dom  1737.  Present  on  the  Bench:  John  Kay, 
Alexr  Randal,  Alexr  Morgan,  John 
English. 

[. Minute  Book  1738,  etc.,  page  175]:  At 
a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  and 
County  Court  held  at  Gloucester  for  ye  sd 
County  on  the  22d  March  Ano  Dom  1742/3. 
Present  James  Hinchman,  Isaac  Jennings  John 
Kaighn,  Joseph  Kaighn,  James  Somers,  John 
English  [Justices] . 

[Minute  Book  1755,  etc.,  p.  255]:  At  a 
Court  of  General  Sessions  &  County  Court  for 
holding  of  pleas  In  the  County  of  Gloucester 
the  sixteenth  day  of  Septemr,  1755  Present 
Aler  Randall  Simeon  Ellis  Mich.  Fisher  John 
English  James  Somers  Joseph  Applyn  (Jus¬ 
tices). 

Minutes  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and  County  Court  for  holding  of 
Pleas.  [From  April  6,  1762,  to  April  term, 
1771,  complete,  p.  5]:  April  Term  1762. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Dearfield  twp.  ap- 
pelants  vs  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Great 
Eggharbour  Appellees.  Upon  appeal  from  an 
Order  made  by  John  English  &  Edward 
Doughty  Esqrs.,  Two  of  His  Majesty’s  Jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace  in  &  for  the  township  of 
Great  Egg  Harbour  for  the  removal  of  Wm 
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Gunill,  his  wife  &  child  from  Great  Egg- 
harbour. 

One  of  the  occasional  duties  of  John3 
English,  Esquire,  was  to  collect  taxes,  he 
being  of  record  as  so  doing  in  1751.  In 
the  cellar  of  the  courthouse  of  Gloucester 
County,  at  Woodbury,  New  Jersey,  are 
stored  many  volumes  of  old  records,  now 
generally  inaccessible.  Among  them  are 
the  petitions  for  licenses  to  “keep  tavern.” 
On  the  petition  of  Peter  Risley  for  a 
license  in  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township, 
dated  May  30,  1751,  appear  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  John3  English,  Esquire,  and  his 
son  John4  English,  Junior. 


[Facsimile  of  signature  of  John3  English  dated 

May  30,  1751] 

On  March  23,  1754,  John3  English, 
Esquire,  signed  his  approval  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  for  a  license  for  Edward  Doughty, 
and  on  August  20,  1755,  the  petition  of 
Ephraim  Morse.  His  autographs,  as  writ¬ 
ten  on  these  three  petitions,  are  the  only 
specimens  of  his  signature  that  have  been 
found,  as  his  docket  books  of  petty  causes 
which  were  brought  before  him  in  his 
local  capacity  as  township  justice  are 
missing,  except  a  signature  on  a  document 
signed  as  a  justice  now  in  possession  of 
Arthur  Adams,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

John3  English  served  in  township 
offices  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  a 
judge  of  the  county  court,  one  instance 
being: 


[Basement  of  Court  House ,  Gloucester 
County ,  New  Jersey  ]  : 

Town  Officers 

A  Town  Meeting  holden  at  the  house  of 
Jeremiah  Risley  this  9th  day  of  March  1735 
by  the  Freeholders  of  the  Township  of  Egg 
Harbour  in  order  for  Chusen  Town  Officers 
vis  :  William  Reid, 

Freeholder  :  Nathan  Lake, 

Assessor  :  John  English, 

Collector  :  Jeremiah  Adams, 

Overseer  of  the  Poor:  John  Cownover  Ben- 
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Surveyors  of  the  Road  Nathan  Lake,  John 
Cownover 

Overseer  of  the  Highways  John  Vangilder 
Mathias  Steelman, 

Clark,  Thomas  Risley, 

Constables,  Daniel  Lake,  Affd.,  Elihu 
[  ?  Elisha]  Lee  Constables 


The  last  three  names  are  crossed  out, 
which  may  be  taken  to  mean  that  those 
“chusen”  did  not  always  serve.  Various 
entries  in  the  minutes  of  the  county  court 
bear  the  name  of  John  English,  among 
which  several  may  be  quoted,  particularly 
the  first  item,  which  suggests  that  Samuel 
Carpenter  may  have  been  father-in-law  of 
John  English: 

At  a  Court  of  General  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  and  County  Court  &c  at  Gloucester 
the  twenty-Sixth  Day  of  December  Ano  Dom 
1738:  Joseph  Richards  &  John  Inglis  Admrs 
of  Samuel  Carpenter  Deced.  vs  Thos  Bryant. 
By  consent  of  parties  referred  to  2  referees 

Court  of  1 1  June  3rd  year  of  the  reign  of 
George  II  (1729):  Lawrence  Smith  Esqr  vs 
John  English  Cepi  Corpus  Rule  for  ye  body. 
Ye  defendts  appearance  is  taken  on  ye  Mocon 
of  Mr.  Evans  attorney  for  ye  Defend1.  .  .  . 
Ruld  that  ye  Plantf  shall  Give  Security  to 
prosicute  his  accon  in  ten  days  or  a  non  pros 
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&c.  This  accon  is  discontinued  by  Mr.  Peirce 
ye  pltf’s  attorny 

Court  of  June  9,  1762.  John  McCahan 
vs  John  English  Dec.  filed  over  20  days. 
Judgment  ordered  for  want  of  a  plea.  Sept, 
term  1762.  Judment  for  pit.  £7.15.10.  An 
inquisition  on  the  writ  of  inquiry  was  re¬ 
turned 

December  Term,  1767.  John  English  vs 
Const.  Wilkins,  debt.  On  Reading  Sherif’s 
Rect  of  Narr.  &c.  Judgment  etc. 

The  last  item  is  the  last  known  record 
of  John3  English.  That  these  records  did 
not  refer  to  his  son  John  English,  Junior, 
is  certain,  for  the  son  appears  several 
times  in  the  records  between  1760  and 
1767  as  Junior,  for  example: 

June  Term  1762  John  English  Junr  vs 
Peter  Schull  [Scull]  Judgt  for  pit. 

[ Filed  Pafers,  Box  No.  37.]  Bail  bond  of 
Wra  English  by  John  English  Junr,  in  suit  of 
John  Evans  vs  Wm  English  March  1755 

Court  Minutes.  Jan  Term  1756.  Wm 
Brittain  vs  John  English  Junr.  Judgt  for  the 
deft.  December  Term  1758  John  Angevine  vs 
John  English  Junr 

This  John  English,  “Junr,”  became 
“Senior”  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  the 
justice,  about  1770.  The  ruins  of  several 
old  mills  exist  along  the  creeks  where 
John3  English  lived,  and  the  sites  of 
others,  now  destroyed,  are  recognizable. 
John3  English  began  as  a  miller  in  Great 
Egg  Harbor  Township.  As  such  he  was 
taxed  at  various  intervals: 

[Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Justices  and  Free¬ 
holders  ,  Book  A ]  : 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Justices  &  Freeholders 
at  Gloucester  the  fifteenth  Day  of  January 
Anno  Dom  1739.  .  .  .  The  Board  order  the 
Sum  of  Eighty  Pounds  to  be  raised  for  the  use 
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of  the  County  to  be  levied  in  Manner  fol¬ 
lowing  viz’t.  [on  the]  taverns,  the  mills,  the 
Stores  &  Shops  &  the  Ferrys. 

Under  the  heading  “the  Mills”  John 
English  was  taxed  £0  4.S.  O d.  In  1742  he 
was  assessed  £0  8 s.  O d.  on  the  mills.  The 
tax  entry  for  1750  on  the  mills  shows  that 
John  English  also  controlled  a  tavern: 

Eggharbour  Mills — Joh:  Englishs  1— 10— o. 
Eggharbour  Tarverns  Joh:  Englishs  1— o— 0 

The  tax  rates  in  1762  were:  Grist  mills 
2/6  to  £2:10  [2  shillings  and  6  pence]  ;  full¬ 
ing  mills  3/  to  £1:10  [3  shillings];  ferrys 
2/6  to  £3:  sloop  or  other  boat  2/6  to  10/ 
[10  shillings]  :  riding  chair  9d  to  1/6  [1  shil¬ 
ling  6  pence]  ;  single  man  who  works  or  keeps 
a  house  4/  shillings;  single  man  who  works 
2/  [shillings];  Slaves  1/:  Cattle  horses  etc 
25/  pr  head  [25  shillings];  sheep  3/  each 
head:  land  £8  to  £40  per  hundred  acres. 

One  of  the  last  records  of  his  life  reads: 

At  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  &  Gen¬ 
eral  Gaol  delivery  held  at  Gloucester  in  &  for 
the  County  of  Gloucester  on  tuesday  the  ninth 
of  June  Ann  Domni  1761.  .  .  .  Pettit  Jury; 
John  English  Esqr  (foreman) 

This  having  been  a  court  specially  com¬ 
missioned  for  a  particular  trial,  John  Eng¬ 
lish,  as  a  judge  of  the  regular  county 
court,  was  not  a  member  of  it — hence  free 
to  act  as  foreman  of  the  jury  at  this  spe¬ 
cial  trial.  The  distinction  between  John 
English,  Esquire,  and  his  son  John  is 
clearly  brought  out  in  various  records  in 
addition  to  those  we  have  cited.  On  March 
10,  1761,  the  son,  John4,  signed  the  peti¬ 
tion  for  a  tavern  license  for  James  Steel¬ 
man.  On  April  7,  1761,  he  signed  a  simi¬ 
lar  petition  for  Jeremiah  Steelman.  He 
signed  George  May’s  petition  on  April  8, 
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1756,  and  another  petition  of  James 
Steelman’s  on  April  7,  1768,  on  which 
latter  he  omitted  the  affix  “Junr.”  He 
signed  without  the  “Junr”  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Stites  dated  March  19,  1776.  In 
the  year  1750  his  father,  John3  English, 
Esquire,  was  taxed  as  the  owner  of  a  tav¬ 
ern.  On  April  8,  1761,  the  son  filed  a 
petition  for  a  license,  but  whether  for  the 
use  of  that  same  tavern  we  know  not: 


[ Gloucester  County  Clerk's  Office ,  Bundle  of 
tavern  licenses  endorsed  “1750  to  1800,” 
filed  in  the  cellar  of  the  courthouse]  : 

To  The  Worship  full  the  Judges  And  Jus¬ 
tices  of  the  Court  of  Generali  Quarter  Ses¬ 
sions  of  the  peace  held  at  Gloucester  On  the 
Eighth  day  of  April  Ann0  Dom.  1761.  We 
Your  Worships  Petitioners  humbly  by  Leave 
recommend  to  Your  Worships  John  Inglish 
Jur  as  person  Suitable  to  keep  a  Publick  House 
of  Entertainment  In  the  place  where  he  now 
Lives  Therefore  We  beg  you  woud  Grant 
him  your  License  for  that  purpose  and  your 
Petitioners  Is  in  duty  Ever  Bound  to  pray  &c 


Joseph  Addams 
William  Guest 
Jacob  Spicer 
Jos.  Cowgill 
Tho.  Roberts 
Matthew  Gill 
Georges  Hues 


Charles  Lock 
Tho.  Briant 
Jos.  Ellis 
Jo!  Reeves 
Jo?  Jonson 
Jo?  Jonson  Jr. 
Wm  Jonson 


Robert  Eriend  Price  of  Newton  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  Innholder,  acknowl¬ 
edged  himself  to  owe  to  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  Twenty  Pounds.  Thomas  Denny  of 
Greenwich  township  and  Wm  Hugg  of  Glou¬ 
cester  township,  [likewise  bound]. 

The  condition  of  the  above  recognizance  is 
such  that  Whereas  John  English  Junr  is  Li¬ 
censed  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for 
the  County  of  Gloucester  to  keep  a  publick 
House  &  Inn  where  he  now  dwelleth  in  the 
Township  of  Egg  harbour  in  the  County  of 


Gloucester  (etc.).  Taken  and  acknowledged  in 

open  Sessions  the  Eighth  day  of  April  ano 

Dom  1761.  T  T 

John  Ladd  Clk. 


On  March  12,  1765,  John4  English, 
Junior,  indorsed  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Snell  for  a  tavern  license,  viz.,  “Mr.  Lad 
sur  I  Desire  you  Grant  Mr  Snell  a  Plese 
for  Tavern  keeping  for  I  think  he  is  suit¬ 
able  to  keep  this  from  me  John  English 
Juner.”  Also  signed  to  this  petition  are 
the  names  of  John  Somers,  Andrew 
Blackman,  Gideon  Scull,  Noah  Smith, 
Richard  Manneren,  John  Scull,  Amos 
Ireland,  William  Reid,  John  Steelman, 
Benjamin  Springer,  Thomas  Clark,  Es¬ 
quire,  and  Richard  Westcot,  the  latter  two 
being  bondsmen  for  the  petitioner. 

This  John4  English,  Junior,  and  his 
son  John3  were  Loyalists.  The  father  was 
forcibly  converted  to  American  Independ¬ 
ence  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
ended }  but  his  son  joined  the  American 
division  of  the  British  army,  and  this  son’s 
property  was  confiscated  and  sold  by  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  as  the  estate  of  a 
traitor,  though  the  young  man  had  merely 
adhered  to  his  convictions.  He  was  one  of 
hundreds  in  New  Jersey  who  did  the  same 
thing. 

It  will  not  fail  to  interest  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  John3  English,  Esquire,  to 
note  some  evidence  establishing  the  fact 
that  his  son  John4  was  a  Loyalist  and  the 
other  son,  Joseph4,  a  Patriot}  and  that 
while  John  the  Loyalist’s  son  John  was 
fighting  in  the  British  army,  Joseph’s 
three  sons  were  in  the  American  army. 
Such  rifts  in  families  over  national  politi¬ 
cal  differences  were  not  uncommon  at  that 
time,  and  it  is  now  admitted  that  the 
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Loyalists,  often  brutally  molested  because 
of  their  political  opinions,  were  as  a  rule 
a  most  estimable,  cultivated,  and  wealthy 
part  of  the  population.  It  is  also  admitted 
that  justice  was  not  done  them  in  their 
lifetime,  and  that  many,  driven  away 
from  their  homes,  were  not  permitted  to 
return,  and  so  remained  in  Nova  Scotia 
whither  they  had  gone  to  escape  persecu¬ 
tion.  The  “John  English  Senr”  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  record  was  son  of  John3  English, 
the  esquire  or  justice,  and  the  “John  Eng¬ 
lish  Junr”  was  the  former’s  son. 

[ Minutes  of  Gloucester  County  Sessions  £sf 
Common  Pleas  begun  October  Term  1776  & 
ended  Dec .  Term  178 3'  •  •  •]• 

At  an  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  &  Court  of  General  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  held  at  Gloucester 
for  the  County  of  Gloucester  on  the  First 
Tuesday  in  October  1778  .  .  .  Wednesday 
Oct  7th.  John  Wilkins  junr  Esq,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Glou¬ 
cester  by  virtue  of  &  Agreeably  to  the  Act  of 
Assembly  for  forfeiting  the  Property  of  cer¬ 
tain  Offenders  returned  the  following  Inqui¬ 
sitions  taken  before  him  by  a  Jury  of  Inquiry 
viz.  .  .  . 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  \  Inqu!sWon 

V  >  for  High 

John  English  Jun«  <  Treason 

John  English  Senr  J 

And  now  on  Motion  of  Franklin  Daven¬ 
port  Atty  pr  State,  the  Defendant  having  been 
Three  Times  called  &  not  appearing,  nor  any 
Person  in  his  Behalf  ordered  on  like  Motion 
that  his  first  Default  be  recorded. 

December  Term  1778 •  The  State  of  New 
Jersey  v  John  English  Senr.  Sur  Inquisition. 
Thomas  Thompson  with  the  defendant  en¬ 
tered  into  recognizances  in  £500,  each  for  De¬ 
fendant’s  appearance  to  traverse  Inquisition  to 


Effect  &  pay  all  costs  that  shall  be  awarded  in 
Case  Judgment  be  given  against  him. 

December  Term  1778.  The  State  of  New 
Jersey  vs  John  English  Jun.  Sur  Inquisition. 
On  motion  of  Davenport  the  Defendant  was 
three  times  called  &  not  appearing,  nor  any 
person  on  his  Behalf,  Ordered  that  his  Second 
default  be  recorded — And  on  like  Motion  or¬ 
dered  that  Judgment  final  be  entered  on  Be¬ 
half  of  the  State  against  the  Property  &  Es¬ 
tate  of  the  Defendant 

March  Term  1779.  The  State  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  vs  John  English  Senr.  Sur  Inquisition.  Or¬ 
dered  on  Motion  of  Davenport  Pr  State  that 
the  Inquisition  in  this  cause  be  quashed. 

Thus,  by  the  voluntary  act  of  the 
state’s  attorney,  ended  the  Toryism,  such 
as  it  more  or  less  may  have  been,  of  John4 
English,  the  father,  brother  of  Joseph4 
English,  the  Patriot;  but  the  action  against 
the  former’s  young  son,  John5,  proceeded 
until  his  property  was  confiscated  and 
sold,  and  he  does  not  appear  of  record  as 
having  ever  returned  to  Great  Egg  Har¬ 
bor  to  live.  His  father,  upset  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  and  under  some  prejudice 
among  some  of  the  inhabitants  because  of 
his  previous  loyalty  to  the  colonial  gov¬ 
ernment,  absented  himself  from  home  for 
some  months,  probably  in  an  effort  to  find 
and  bring  back  his  son,  neglecting  some 
of  his  home  affairs  for  the  period  of  his 
absence.  After  he  had  gone,  one  of  the 
patriots  set  up  a  claim  that  John4  English, 
Senior,  had  gone  away  owing  him  some¬ 
thing,  and  attempted  to  obtain  a  judg¬ 
ment  and  cause  the  property  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  to  be  levied  upon;  but  the  court 
put  the  matter  off  for  ten  months  by  or¬ 
dering  the  plaintiff  to  file  a  nor  in  No¬ 
vember,  1780.  John4  English,  Senior,  re¬ 
turned  in  the  preceding  March,  1780,  and 
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sued  his  tormentor  on  a  counter  claim  or 
ad  damnum. 

October  Term  1778.  John  Hughes  vs  John 
English  Senr  Capias  Case — £400.  Sparks  & 
Kaign  vs  John  English  Senr.  £2000. 

December  Term  2779.  Samuel  Kain  Esq  vs 
John  English  Sen.  Upon  Attachment.  Audi¬ 
tors  appointed  to  adjust  the  Account  of  the 
[absent]  Debtor  &  make  Sale  and  distribution 
of  pursuant  to  Act  of  Assembly,  pit’s  Narr 
ordered  filed  Oct.  Session  1780. 

March  Term  1780.  [John  English  Sen.  re¬ 
appears  and  enters  a  suit  against  the  said  Sam’l 
Kaighn.  Nothing  more  of  the  matter  appears 
in  the  minutes,  unless  the  case  dissolved  into 
another  action,  viz.]  : 

March  Sessions  1782.  Sam’l  Kaign  Esqr.  vs 
John  English  Senr.  Venire  facias.* 

That  John4  English,  Senior,  despite  the 
troubles  visited  upon  him  because  of  his 
slowness  in  announcing  his  adherence  to 
the  new  republic,  when,  with  the  British 
in  possession  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
Delaware,  it  was  wholly  conjectural  which 
side  would  win  the  war,  had  no  intention 
of  absenting  himself  from  home  indefi¬ 
nitely,  is  indicated  by  his  beginning  the 
following  suit  for  an  encroachment  upon 
his  rights: 

December  Term  1778.  John  English  vs 

John  Hughes.  In  Trespass.  I  appear  for  the 

Defendant.  T  ~ 

John  Carey. 

Further  evidences  upon  this  John4 
English,  Senior,  son  of  John  English,  the 
justice,  are  omitted  as  unessential  to  this 
relation,  a  sufficient  number  having  been 
entered  to  establish  his  separate  identity 
from  his  deceased  father,  who  possibly 
may  have  been  imagined  by  some  person 

*  Venire  facias — that  a  jury  be  summoned. 


as  the  Tory  of  1778 — quite  an  impossi¬ 
bility,  even  if  he  were  then  alive,  so  great 
would  have  been  his  age.  The  justice’s 
son  John4,  born  1 71 5-1720,  married, 
viz.: 

[New  Jersey  Marriage  License  Bonds~\  : 

John  English  Jr.  Gloucester  county,  and 
Anne  Inskeep,  Burlington  county,  Sept.  30, 
1749. 

Some  time  after  the  war  this  couple  re¬ 
moved  from  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township, 
leaving  their  brother  and  sister,  Joseph4 
English  and  his  wife,  Prudence  English, 
and  their  children,  as  about  the  only  Eng¬ 
lishes  there  remaining.  Reverting  to  John3 
English,  Esquire,  “His  Majesty’s  Jus¬ 
tice,”  it  may  be  noted  that,  while  not  an 
attorney  at  law,  his  commission  enabled 
him  to  be  of  much  service  to  the  people. 
He  married  them,  wrote  their  wills,  pre¬ 
pared  their  deeds,  took  their  depositions, 
etc.,  and  advised  generally,  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  an  English  “squire.”  A  deposition 
bearing  his  autograph  is  a  prized  posses¬ 
sion  of  Arthur  Adams,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  a 
copy  of  which  reads: 

Eggharbour  Gloucester  County  febuary  the 

twenty  third  day  1748  .  .  .  this  day  Nathan 

Lake  and  Marey  Harkott  Came  before  me  the 

subscribour  and  Gave  theire  respective  Oathes 

that  they  hard  the  widdo  Kataren  Steelman  say 

that  she  Did  be  quath  unto  her  Cister  Jane 

Haris  ten  plates  one  lookin  Glass  and  part  of 

her  wearing  Cloas  and  forther  saith  not  proved 

before  Me.  T  _ 

John  English 

He  purchased,  April  16,  1743,  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Egg  Harbor,  land  of  James  Willetts 
(recorded  June  17,  1846).  As  his  father 
had  done  by  him,  so  did  he  by  his  two 
known  sons  and  son-in-law,  viz. : 
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[ Gloucester  County.  Original  deed  found  in 
a  drawer  of  a  table  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  court]  : 

To  all  Christian  people  to  whome  these 
presents  shall  Come  Greeting,  Know  ye  that 
I  John  English  of  Great  Eggharbour  in  the 
County  of  Gloucester  and  province  of  West 
New  Jersey  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the 
Love  Good  Will  and  Efection  which  I  Do 
bear  to  my  Loveing  Son  in  Law  Reise  Gwin 
and  the  Sum  of  Nine  pounds  Current  money 
of  the  Said  province  to  me  paid  by  him  have 
Given  and  Granted  and  by  these  presents  Do 
fully  freely  Clearly  Give  and  Grant  unto  the 
Said  Reise  Gwin  and  to  his  heirs  and  assignes 
one  hundred  acres  of  Land  Joyning  to 
Mickle’s  Land  the  North  Side  of  the  Mill 
Creek  the  Said  Creek  being  the  Line  on  the 
one  Side  and  Jacob  Shin’s  Corner  the  Begining 
of  the  Said  hundred  acres  of  Land,  and  to  Ex¬ 
tend  along  Shin’s  Line  North  Easterly  untill 
it  Shall  Include  one  hundred  acres  which  Said 
tract  of  Land  was  Surveyed  to  the  Said  John 
English  upon  a  properiatorry  Right  from  John 
Budd  as  may  more  at  Large  be  made  appear 
Together  with  all  the  Right  title  interest  prop¬ 
erty  possession  Clame  and  Demand  whatsoEver 
of  him  the  Said  John  English  his  heirs  Execu¬ 
tors  administrators  or  assignes  of  in  or  to  the 
Said  Granted  primises  to  the  only  Sole  and 
proper  usse  Benefitt  and  Behooff  of  him  the 
Said  Reise  Gwin  his  heirs  and  assignes  for 
Ever  and  without  any  further  Condition  or 
Consideration  I  the  Sade  John  English  have 
fully  freely  Clearly  absolutely  and  of  my  own 
free  will  and  accord  hereunto  Set  my  hand 
and  Seal  this  Second  Day  of  March  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Seven  hundred 
and  fifty  two.  John  English 

Sealed  and  Dilivered  in  the  presence  of  us 
Jonathan  B adcock 
her 

Sarah  C  Badcock 
mark 
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[ Gloucester  County  Clerk’s  Office.  Abstract]: 

Original  deed  in  a  drawer,  dated  April  20, 
1784.  Rees  Gwin,  Sr.,  to  Rees  Gwin,  Jr.,  for 
£70,  76  acres  bounded  by  land  of  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  Sr.,  “a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  which  was 
Purchased  by  John  English  Senior  of  John 
Budd”  and  from  the  said  John  English,  Sr., 
by  deed  to  Rees  Gwin,  Sr.,  etc.  [Witnesses] 
Isaac  Hickman  Wm  Gwin,  his  mark. 

Original  deed  in  the  aforesaid  drawer  (ab¬ 
stract) :  Indenture,  dated  April  7,  1795-  Rees 
Gwin  Juner  of  Great  Eggharbour,  County  of 
Gloucester  and  State  of  New  Jarsey  to  Wm 
Gwin  of  the  same  place,  for  £5,  100  acres, 
part  of  a  tract  surveyed  for  “John  English 
Esqr”  and  conveyed  to  Rees  Gwin  the  Elder, 
and  by  him  to  Wm  &  Rees  Gwin;  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  a  Branch  of  Grate  Eggharbour 
River  called  Englishes  Creek. 

Rees  Gwin. 

The  two  brothers  named  in  the  next 
deed  were  John4  English,  who  as  aSenr” 
figured  as  a  Loyalist  and  father  of  a  Loy¬ 
alist,  and  Joseph4  English,  father  of 
Sarah5  (English)  McClain: 

[ Gloucester  County ,  Deed-  Book  I— 5,  p.  237]  • 

(John3  English,  Sr.,  to  his  sons  John4  Eng¬ 
lish,  Jr.,  and  Joseph4  English): 

TO  ALL  CHRISTIAN  PEOPLE  to 
Whom  these  Presents  shall  Come:  I  John  Eng¬ 
lish  of  Great  Eggharbour  &  County  of 
Gloucester  and  Province  of  West  New  Jersey 
send  Greeting. 

KNOW  YE  that  I  John  English  for  and 
in  Consideration  of  the  love  Good  Will  and 
Affections  which  I  have  and  do  Bear  towards 
my  loving  Sons  John  English,  Juner,  and  Jos¬ 
eph  English,  Both  of  the  County  of  and 
township  above  sd  Have  Given  and  Granted 
and  by  these  presents  do  fully  Clearly  and  ab¬ 
solutely  Give  and  Grant  unto  the  sd  John  Eng¬ 
lish  and  Joseph  English  to  their  and  Each  and 
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Every  of  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  Six  Tracts 
of  Cedar  Swamp  located  to  me  and  Peter 
Scull.  Equally  between  them  Both,  and  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  Acres  of  Land  lying  in 
the  Old  Cedar  Swamp  Commonly  called  Israel 
Ward’s  Swamp  and  all  the  Land  up  the  Mill 
Run  abouth  sides  of  the  said  run  and  One 
hundred  betwixt  their  Run  &  South  River  & 
all  the  titles  interest  Claims  and  demands 
whatsoever  which  I  now  have  or  hereafter  may 
have  of  to  or  in  the  sd  Granted  Premises  or 
any  part  thereof.  TO  HAVE  AND  TO 
HOLD  unto  them  the  sd  John  English  and 
Joseph  English  their  and  each  of  their  Heirs 
and  Assigns  for  Ever  absolutely  without  any 
Manner  of  Condition  as  I  the  said  John  Eng¬ 
lish  Esqr  have  fully  freely  and  absolutely  and 
of  my  Own  accord  set  and  put  in  further  tes¬ 
timony. 


In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  Seal  this  twenty  day  of  August  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  three  1753. 

John  English 

Sealed  and  Delivered  In  the  Presence  of  Us: 
Daniel  Hunt.  Sapperriess  Barrett,  Saw¬ 
yer. 

Be  it  Remembered  that  On  the  third  day  of 
August  A.D.  1758  personally  Came  before  me 
Robert  Smith  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  County 
Court  for  holding  of  Pleas  for  the  County  of 
Burlington,  John  English  Esquire,  Grantor 
of  the  Within  written  deed  and  did  then  Ac¬ 
knowledge  that  he  Executed  the  same  as  his 
voluntary  Act  &  Deed  for  the  Uses  &  purposes 
therein  mentioned.  Acknowledged  as  aforesd 
before  me,  Robt.  Smith,  Recorded  Decem¬ 
ber  31st  1833.  Smallwood,  Clk. 


Joseph  English  of  Great  Egg  Harbor 


JOSEPH4  ENGLISH  (John3,  Jos¬ 
eph2,  Joseph1),  five  years  prior  to 
receiving  the  aforesaid  gift  from 
his  father,  John3  English,  had  purchased 
of  his  father  107  acres  of  land.  While  this 
indicates  the  tendency  of  the  son  toward 
domestic  independence,  it  is  not  assumed 
that  he  had  married  at  the  date  of  this 
purchase,  1748.  The  exact  date  of  his 
marriage  to  Prudence  (said  to  be  a 
Springer)  is  unknown,  but  subsequent 
events  point  to  a  date  about  1753,  when 
his  father  made  to  him  the  gift  of  one- 
half  of  314  acres.  This  deed  is  important 
also  as,  with  the  accompanying  certifica¬ 
tion  of  1822,  proving  three  successive 
generations,  i.e.,  John3  the  Justice,  his  son 
Joseph4,  Senior  (who  died  in  1806),  and 


the  latter’s  son  Joseph5,  who  died  in  1825 
as  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  the  American 
Revolution.  The  deed  was  not  recorded 
in  the  county  land  records  until  18235 
such  delays  were  common  when  the 
parties  resided  many  miles  from  the 
county  seat. 

[ Gloucester  County ,  Deed  Book  K.K.}  p. 

5 1 1] : 

John  English,  Sr.,  to  his  son  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  (Abstract): 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  ninth  day 
of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty  eight  Between  John 
English  sent  of  the  Township  of  Great  Egg 
harbour  &  County  of  Gloucester  and  provence 
of  west  New  Jersey  of  the  first  part  &  Joseph 
English  of  the  same  place  County  &  provence 
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of  the  second  part,  Witness  that  the  sd  John 
English  for  ten  pounds  Lawfull  money  of  the 
provence  aforesaid  does  grant,  bargain  &  sell 
unto  him  the  sd  Joseph  English  the  following 
described  lot  of  land  situated  in  the  Township 
of  Grate  eggharbour,  County  &  provence 
aforesaid: 

Beginning  at  a  pine  tree  standing  [by]  the 
rod  side  [that]  gose  from  English’s  mill  to 
Elias  Champion  marked  with  the  letters  J.E. 
cut  in  the  tree,  &  from  thence  running  South 
seventy  nine  degrees  west  sixteene  chans  to  [a] 
pine  tree  for  [a]  corner,  thence  South  forty 
degrees  west  twenty  two  chains  to  a  Blacke 
oake  for  corner,  then  South  eighty  seven  de¬ 
grees  west  fifteene  chanes  to  pine  marked  for 
corner,  thence  North  thirty  three  degrees  west 
twenty  five  chaines  to  pine  marked  for  corner, 
thence  North  twenty  seven  degrees  west  twenty 
five  chaine  to  black  oke  marked  for  corner, 
then  thirty  seven  degrees  east  fifteen  chanes 
to  a  gum  marked  for  corner,  then  north  sixty 
fore  degrees  east  sixteene  chains  to  Black  oak 
marked  for  corner,  then  south  forty  seven  de¬ 
grees  east  sixty  chains  to  a  pine  tree  first  named 
containing  two  hundred  &  twelve  acors  of 
Land  and  usual  allowance  for  high  ways,  of 
wich,  I  John  English,  do  sell  and  convey  one 
hundred  and  seven  acors  lying  on  the  north¬ 
west  side  of  the  above  mentioned  tract  of  land 
unto  Joseph  English  with  all  the  improvements 
to  sam  belonging  in  witness  whereof  I  have 
here  unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  &  year 
first  above  written. 

John  English,  Senr 

Sined  sealed  &  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
us  Letty  String  Noah  Smith. 

State  of  New  Jersey,  Gloucester 
County  SS.  Be  it  remembered  that  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
two  personally  appeared  before  me  the  sub¬ 
scriber  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Legislature  to  take  the  proof  and  acknowl¬ 


edgment  of  deeds  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Gloucester  Joseph  English,  who  being  duly 
qualified  by  law  declares  &  says  that  John  Eng¬ 
lish  Senr  the  grantor  above  named  is  deceased 
and  that  Noah  Smith  one  of  the  subscribing 
witnesses  is  also  dead,  and  as  he  verily  beleives 
the  other  subscribing  witness  to  wit  Ledy  String 
is  also  deceased  but  that  he  is  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said 
Noah  Smith  and  that  he  beleives  the  same  to 
have  been  written  to  the  above  deed  to  his 
father  by  the  said  Noah.  Recorded  January 
22d  1823. 

William  Watson,  Commissioner. 

John3  English,  Esquire,  established  his 
son  Joseph4  English  on  the  west  side  of 
English  Creek,  and  his  other  son,  John4 
English,  Junior,  on  the  east  side;  of  the 
tract  that  John3  had  received  from  his  fa¬ 
ther,  Joseph2  English,  in  1714,  he  sold 
450  acres  on  the  east  side  of  English 
Creek,  in  1759,  to  Benjamin  Springer. 
This  deed  was  witnessed  by  Joseph4  Eng¬ 
lish.  We  cite  this  deed  also  because  this 
Benjamin  Springer  has  been  stated, 
though  without  proof,  to  have  been  the 
father  of  Prudence,  the  wife  of  Joseph4 
English,  and  because  it  is  the  only  instru¬ 
ment  in  which  the  wife  of  John3  English 
is  named  as  Sarah: 

[Secretary  of  State  New  Jersey.  Liber  A.C.  of 

Deeds ,  p.  500]  : 

Jn°  English  to  Benja  Springer  (Ab¬ 
stract)  : 

THIS  INDENTURE  Made  the  twelfth 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  &  nine  Be¬ 
tween  John  English  of  Great  Eggharbour  in 
the  County  of  Gloster  &  Province  of  West 
New  Jersey  of  the  one  part  and  Benjamin 
Springer  of  Great  Eggharbour  in  the  County 
of  Gloster  and  Province  afsd  Yeoman  of  the 
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other  part  WITNESSETH  that  the  said  John 
English  for  Three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
current  money  of  West  New  Jersey,  hath 
granted  bargained  sold  etc.  unto  the  said  Ben¬ 
jamin  Springer  All  the  certain  Tract  of  Land 
purchased  at  a  publick  Sale  situate  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Great  Eggharbour  County  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  &  province  afsd  and  bounded  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  Sassafras  Stake  on  Cram- 
berry  Creek  so  called  at  a  Tide  Pon  running 
North  twenty  three  Degrees  West  twenty 
Chains  to  a  Stake  standing  by  the  side  of  the 
middle  Creek  Thence  South  twenty  nine  De¬ 
grees  West  fifteen  Chains  to  the  Mouth  of 
Middle  Creek  from  Thence  up  the  said  Mill 
Creeke  the  several  Courses  thereof  to  a  little 
Bridge  Branch  One  hundred  and  nineteen 
Chains  from  Thence  up  the  Branch  Twelve 
Chains  fifty  Links  to  a  Gum  Tree,  Then 
North  Thirteen  Degrees  East  sixteen  Chains 
to  a  white  Oak  a  Corner  of  Jn°  English  Junior 
from  Thence  Six  Chains  and  fifty  Links  to  a 
Black  Oak  corner  of  John  English  Junr 
Thence  twenty  two  Chains  and  fifty  Links  to 
two  white  Oaks  marked  for  a  Corner  of  John 
English  junf  Then  South  forty  five  Degrees 
East  twenty  five  Chains  and  fifty  Links  to  the 
Cranberry  Creek,  and  then  down  the  said 
Cranberry  Creek  the  several  Courses  thereof 
to  the  place  of  Beginning  Containing  four 
hundred  and  fifty  Acres  be  it  more  or  less  etc. 
also  the  Houses  Barns  Stables  Orchards  Fences 
&  all  Improvements  thereunto  belonging  to  the 
said  Tract  of  Land  w^h  is  part  of  a  Tract  of 
Land  which  was  Conveyed  by  Joseph  English 
to  his  Son  John  English. 

In  Witness  whereof  the  party  first  above 
named  in  there  presents  hath  hereunto  this 
present  Indenture  of  Bargain  and  Sale  set  his 
Hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written 

John  English  [Seal] 
her 

Sarah  X  English  [Seal] 
marke 


Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 
Henry  Wetherbe  Catharine  Fenton 
Joseph  English  Lidia  String.  John  Eng¬ 
lish  acknowledged  that  he  and  the  said  Sarah 
English  his  Wife  Signed  Sealed  &  Delivered 
the  said  Conveyance  to  the  Uses  therein  men¬ 
tioned.  Acknowledged  Before  Me  John 
Ladd. 

The  division  of  the  estate  of  Justice 
John  English  not  affording  either  of  his 
sons  so  large  a  property  as  their  father’s, 
Joseph4  English  had  less  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunities  than  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  fa¬ 
ther}  nevertheless,  he  maintained  the 
good  name  and  fame  of  the  family,  prob¬ 
ably  became  a  Methodist,  and  increased 
and  developed  a  substantial  estate.  So  far 
as  we  know  he  remained  at  home  during 
the  war,  content  with  sending  three  of 
his  sons  to  fight  for  liberty  and  independ¬ 
ence,  and  to  “do  his  bit”  in  such  civil, 
humane,  and  charitable  deeds  in  behalf  of 
the  republic  as  he  might.  That  he  served 
upon  some  township  committee  having 
the  care  of  families  of  soldiers  is  strongly 
suggested  by  the  few  scattering,  incom¬ 
plete  records  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  now 
extant  in  a  dilapidated  book,  the  first 
pages  of  which  are  missing.  It  is  entitled 
the  Record  Book  of  the  Townshi'p  of 
Great  Egg  H arbor ,  now  in  the  private 
possession  of  Jessel  Risley,  Esquire,  of 
Pleasantville  near  Bargaintown.  The 
township  was  governed  by  a  board  called 
“Justices,  Freeholders,  and  Overseers,” 
on  which  Joseph  English  must  have 
served.  The  early  records  of  the  board 
are  not  known  to  exist,  and  the  records  of 
the  port  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  have  not 
been  found,  if  they  are  extant: 

March  the  p  day  776*5.  At  a  Town  Meeting 
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at  Richard  Wescoat,  the  following  officers 
were  Chosen  .  .  .  Joseph  Sawens  [or 

Somers]  Noah  Smith  Joseph  English, 
Sener  Overseers  of  the  roads. 

1786.  In  John  Shaw’s  hands  for  Selling 
Steer  £2-15-0  And  five  shillings  in  Joseph 
Englishs  Sener  0—5—0 

Afril  6th  1790 — this  day  the  Town  has 
made  a  final  Settlement  with  John  Stuart  late 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  find  due  to  him  Six 
pounds  three  shillings.  [This  entry  is  en¬ 
dorsed.]  Paid  by  Joseph  English  I79°* 

1790  July  20.  Egg  Harbour  Township: 
This  Day  it  is  agreed  by  the  Justices  Free¬ 
holders  &  Overseers  of  the  Poor  that  the  Sum 
of  Forty  Pounds  be  immediately  raised  for  the 
Uses  of  the  Poor  of  said  Township.  [Signed 
by  seven  members  of  the  board,  one  of  whom 
was] 


Afril  6,  1790.  The  Works  of  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  oversear  of  the  Poore.  [Here  on  the  rec¬ 
ord  follow  the  various  items  of  payments  made 
on  six  different  days  in  the  year  1790,  all  being 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  same  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  whose  autograph  above  appears.] 

In  1759,  six  years  after  Joseph4  Eng¬ 
lish  had  received  the  gift  of  land  from  his 
father,  he  added  to  it  a  hundred  acres: 

[ Gloucester  County ,  Deed  Book  W.W.,  p. 

63.  Abstract] : 

Indenture,  dated  16  January  1 7  5  9> 
whereby  Daniel  Elmer,  Surveyor  of  Fairfield 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  N.J.,  sells  for 
£6  proclamation  money,  to  “Joseph  English 
of  Great  Eggharbour  in  the  County  of 
Gloucester  and  province  of  New  Jersey”  IOO 
acres  of  “unappropriated  land  to  be  taken  up 
anywhere  in  the  Western  Division  of  the 


Western  Division  [w’c]  of  the  province  of 
New  jersey  where  not  before  legally  surveyed 
to  be  surveyed  and  appropriated  to  &  for  the 
sd  Joseph  English  ...  in  part  of  a  Warrant 
from  the  Council  of  proprietors  of  sd  Western 
Division  to  The  West  Jersey  Society  for  90782 
Acres  .  .  .  which  warrant  bears  date  the  fifth 
day  of  November  1757  Together  with  all 
Royalties  Franchises  Profits”  etc.  etc. 

Daniel  Elmer 

(Witnesses)  Ephraim  Seeley  Maskall 
Ewing 

Acknowledged  in  Court  30  May  1759*  ^-e“ 
corded  May  6  1828 

[Minutes  of  Gloucester  County  Sessions  & 

Common  Pleas  from  June  Term  1771  to 

June  Term  1776  Inclusive ]  : 

March  Term  17 74*  The  Court  appoint 
the  following  Persons  Constables  for  the  En¬ 
suing  Year  vizt.  Eggharbour,  David  Sayres. 
Joseph  Inglish,  Daniel  Smith,  Robert  Doughty. 

True  to  a  trait  inherited  from  his  fa¬ 
ther  Joseph  English  again  adds  to  his 
domain: 

[ Gloucester  County ,  Deed  Book  B}  p.  55* 

Abstract]  : 

Indenture,  dated  4  Aug.  1774-  Samuel 
Mickle  of  Deptford  Gloucester  County,  Yeo¬ 
man,  sells  to  “Joseph  English  of  the  township 
Great  Eggharbour  in  the  County  of  Glouces¬ 
ter,  aforesaid,  Husbandman,”  one  tract  of  300 
acres  (surveyed  to  grantor’s  father  John 
Mickle  &  recorded  in  the  Surveyor  General’s 
office  at  Burlington  in  Liber  A,  folio  60  and 
in  Liber  B,  folio  74)  located  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Mill  Creek;  and  another  tract  of  50 
acres  being  marsh  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek 
and  on  Great  Egg  harbour  River  [both  tracts 
on  the  east  side  of  Mill  Creek] :  the  latter  tract 
surveyed  as  aforesaid  to  the  said  father  as  per 
Liber  M,  folio  80.  [Signed]  Samuel  Mickle 
Elizabeth  Mickle 
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[Witnesses]  Hannah  Ladd.  Recorded  12 
Apr.,  1790. 

Joseph4  English  is  but  thrice  of  record 
as  a  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  the  court  of 
Gloucester  County  before  1796: 

[  Gloucester  County  Sealing  Docket  Book  1768 

to  1778 ]  : 

March  Term,  1776.  Joseph  English  vs 
Samuel  Snell,  In  Case,  £  80.  Capias.  For  Pit. 
£38:1 1. 

Daniel  Scull  vs  Joseph  English,  in  Case  £30. 
Capias.  “I  appear  for  the  deft.  Colin  Camp¬ 
bell” 

At  a  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  &  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  held  at  Gloucester  in  &  for  the  Coy  of 
Gloucester  the  18th  Day  of  June  1776:  Jos¬ 
eph  English  vs  Samuel  Snell.  In  Deft.  On 
reading  the  Sher [ill’s]  Certificate  of  a  dec¬ 
laration  in  this  Cause,  A  copy  of  which  was 
filed  upwards  of  20  Days  ago  &  no  plea  filed, 
on  Motion  of  Colin  Campbell,  atty  pr  Quer* 
Judgment  is  ordered  nisi  &cf 

June  Term  1776.  Joseph  English  vs  Dan’l 
Scull.  On  Motion  of  Colin  Campbell  PI  ft’s 
Atty,  a  non-suit  is  ordered. 

The  two  subjoined  abstracts  of  deeds 
are  of  value  as  revealing  the  exact  location 
of  land  easily  identified  by  a  visitor  to  the 
vicinity  of  English  Creek  and,  also,  as 
showing  that  in  1789  Joseph5  English, 
“Junr,”  was  of  age  as  a  legal  witness: 

[ Gloucester  County ,  Deed.  Book  K,  p.  25.  Ab¬ 
stract]  : 

Indenture  3  day  1 1  month  1789.  Joseph 
English  (senior)  of  Great  Eggharbour  in  the 

*  Quer — querant,  an  ancient  word  meaning-  plain¬ 
tiff. 

+  Nisi  &c — judgment  for  the  plaintiff  unless  the 
defendant  makes  plea  and  shows  cause  against  it. 


County  of  Gloucester  in  the  Western  Division 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  sells  for  £50  in 
hard  money  to  William  Gwin  of  the  same 
place,  seven  or  eight  acres  of  drowned  Land, 
Cripple  and  Swamp  Mill  Pond,  and  that  part 
of  the  Dam  situate  in  great  Eggharbour  on  the 
West  Side  of  Aaron  Somers’es  Mill  pond  .  .  . 
part  of  a  survey  formerly  made  for  John 
Miell  [or  Mull]  of  Gloucester  Co.  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  Joseph  English  4  of  8th  month  1774 

his 

Joseph  X  English 
mark 

[Witnesses]  Thomas  Somers,  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  Junr 

Acknowledged  in  Court  5  Jan  1813  by 
Thomas  Somers  that  he  saw  Joseph  English 
sign  and  seal  the  deed  and  that  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  Junr.  was  then  present.  Recorded  Jan.  5, 
1813 

Joseph4  English,  father  of  Sarah 
(English)  McClain,  signed  his  name  to 
four  petitions  of  his  neighbors  for  tavern 
licenses — first,  on  Joseph  Steelman’s  peti¬ 
tion  of  April  7,  17685  second,  on  Philip 
Scull’s  petition  of  June  6,  1772;  third, 
on  Samuel  Scull’s  petition  of  September 
29j  1 7745  fourth,  on  Capt.  Thomas 
Stites’  petition  of  March  15,  1776.  These 
autographs,  with  one  exception,  are  the 
only  ones  known  to  be  extant.  The  peti¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Thomas  Stites 

Humbly  Sheweth  that  there  is  No  Tavern 
from  Blue  Anchor  to  the  Shore  and  Travellers 
are  very  often  Oblidged  to  trouble  private 
houses  who  Are  Not  Able  to  Entertain  them 
and  Dare  Not  Receive  the  pay  for  fear  of 
the  Law  without  License. 

These  petitions  are  filed  in  the  cellar  of 
the  courthouse  at  Woodbury. 
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[ Gloucester  County ,  Deed  Book  W.W.,  p. 
65.  Abstract]: 

William  Gwin  of  the  Township  of  Great 
Eggharbour  in  ye  County  of  Gloucester  in  ye 
Western  Division  of  ye  State  of  New  Jersey 
on  the  1  oth  day  of  eleventh  month  1789  sells 
for  £12  in  hard  money  to  “Joseph  English 
Senr  of  ye  same  place  .  .  .  three  acres  of  land 
at  ye  West  End  of  Aaron  Somer’s  Mill  Dam; 
it  being  a  part  of  what  the  said  Joseph  English 
formerly  conveyed  to  the  said  Wm  Gwin  in 
and  by  a  certain  Instrument  or  deed  of  Con¬ 
veyance,  which  having  several  errors  in  it  and 
never  been  acknowledged,  recorded,  nor  any 
lawful  Seal  to  it  for  all  which  reasons  it  is 
now  mutually  agreed  ...  to  cancel  and  de¬ 
stroy  it  .  .  .  Together  with  all  and  singular 
the  houses  buildings  edifices  orchards  fencings, 
feedings,  pastures  meadows  woods,  trees, 
waters,  springs  ponds,  pools,  pits,  easements, 
profits  comodities  and  advantages  whatsoever 
etc 

William  Gwin 

Witnesses:  Thomas  Somers  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  Junr.  Acknowledged  in  Court  18  Oct. 
1792  Recorded  May  6,  1828.” 

The  last  records  found  of  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish,  except  his  last  will  and  testament,  are 
of  suits  at  law,  one  of  the  referees  in  one 
of  which  was  Peter  Frambes,  the  Ba¬ 
varian,  whose  son,  Andrew  (then  de¬ 
ceased),  had  married  the  plaintiff’s  daugh¬ 
ter,  Sarah  English,  as  her  first  husband  5  at 
the  date  of  this  suit  she  was  the  wife  of 
Peter  McClain: 

[ Gloucester  County  Court.  Minute  Book  for 

I797\ : 

March  Term  1797.  Joseph  English  vs 
Jeremiah  Somers.  In  debt.  Referred  to  three 
referees — Constant  Smith,  Jesse  Somers,  and 
Peter  Frambess,  who  report  at  the  June  term 
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that  they  find  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of 
£61-11—8  and  costs  of  suit. 

Of  the  many  transactions  of  Joseph4 
English  recorded  in  the  docket  books  of 
the  several  justices  of  Great  Egg  Harbor 
Township,  now  stored  in  the  cellar  of  the 
courthouse  at  Woodbury,  only  a  brief 
summary  is  attempted.  One  of  the  jus¬ 
tices,  John  Steelman,  sold  “grogg”  and 
groceries,  and  on  page  13  of  the  “day 
book”  (reverse  side  of  his  court  docket 
book  A),  he  entered:  “Joseph  Inglish 
April  21,  1797.  To  2  grogg  1-10” — one 
shilling  and  ten  pence.  Joseph4  English 
was  on  a  special  jury  May  24,  1799,  in 
the  case  of  Samuel  Day  v.  Hezekiah  Ire¬ 
land.  [Justice  Thomas  Somers ’  Docket 
Book ,  iygg-1801.]  On  page  38  of  the 
same  docket  book  occurs: 

Afril  II  Day  1800.  Joseph  English  against 
Robert  Suter  or  Sutton  Sumd  Returnable  18 
day  of  April  1800.  Demand  $3.25.  The  de¬ 
fendant  came  forward  and  paid  the  debt  and 
Caust 

[Ibid.,  p.  42.]  Joseph  English,  special  jury¬ 
man,  April  25,  1800  in  Peter  Steelman  vs. 
Aaron  Hickman.  “Judgment  entered  for  30 
cents” 

[Ibid.,  p.  70.]  Joseph  English  on  the  special 
jury  May  30,  1 80 1,  in  Andrew  Smiley  vs 
Samuel  Smith. 

A  Great  Egg  Harbor  Docket  Book  No. 
2  (of  a  justice  not  therein  identified),  July 
14,  1799,  to  January  28,  1804,  contains 
on  page  25  the  entry  of  a  suit  by  Joseph 
English  against  Jeremiah  Bates,  on 
March  20,  1800,  for  a  debt  of  $18.69. 
On  page  28  the  record  of  its  postpone¬ 
ment  records  the  plaintiff  as  “Joseph  Ing¬ 
lish.”  Judgment  was  rendered  to  the 
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plaintiff  on  May  16,  1801,  for  $21.57, 
and  a  writ  of  execution  ensued.  “Febru¬ 
ary  Ist,  1804,  the  aforesaid  Execution  re¬ 
turned  cleard  up  by  William  Beaston 
Late  Constable.” 

On  June  20,  1801:  “Joseph  Inglish  ob¬ 
tained  Judgment  against  William  North  on 
Default  for  $1.71  and  Cost  .57.,”  with  a 
writ  of  execution  granted. 

On  the  same  day:  “Joseph  Inglish  obtained 
Judgment  against  Nathan  Penington  on  de¬ 
fault  for  $1.25,  cost  .57,”  with  a  writ  of 
execution,  which  was  on  “Novr.  26,  1805  re¬ 
turned  Cleard  up.” 

On  July  4,  1801 :  “Joseph  Inglish  obtained 
Judgmt  against  Joseph  Simkins  “for  a  debt; 
demand,  $2.50.” 

On  September  25,  1801:  “Joseph  Inglish” 
sued  Case  Mason  for  a  debt  of  $1.75. 

[Ibid.,  p.  73.]  “Joseph  English”  chosen  for 
a  special  jury,  August  7,  1801,  in  James 
Brandrif  vs  Richard  Collings. 

In  Justice  Thomas  Somers’  docket 
book,  January  1,  1802  to  1803,  occurs,  on 
page  16,  the  name  of  Joseph  English  as  a 
witness  in  Jesse  Chambers  v.  Matthew 
Scull  “for  a  horse  Lent  and  never  Re¬ 
turned.”  “Vardick  .  .  .  for  the  plantif 
fifteen  dollars  with  caust.” 

[Ibid.,  p.  22.]  “July  27  day  1802  Joseph 
English  against  Jeremiah  Bates  In  a  plea  of 
Trespuss  on  the  Case.  Witnesses  in  behalf  of 
the  plantif  Joseph  Risley,  Esq.  In  behalf  of 
Defendant  Isaac  Smith  Rease  Gwin  Sener 
Reace  Guin  Juner.  The  Summond  Returnable 
on  the  6th  day  of  August  1802  Demand, 
$4.25.  At  the  Return  of  the  Sumd  the  Plantiff 
and  Defendant  attended  and  filed  their  ac¬ 
counts  against  each  other  and  the  Defendant 
prayed  a  veniry  for  Six  men  to  Trye  the  Cause 
depending  betwixt  them  on  the  20th  Day  of 


August  1802  and  It  was  Aloud  them.  On  the 
20th  Day  of  August  the  Counstable  Returned 
the  veniry  with  the  panel  of  the  Jury  there  to 
and  the  parties  was  both  present  and  the  Jury 
was  Sworn  and  the  parties  Tryal  with  thare 
accounts  and  Witnesses  and  foreman  head  of 
them.  The  Jury  retired  by  themselves  until 
Gread  on  thare  Verdick  and  find  for  the  De¬ 
fendant  sum  fifteen  with  Caust. 

Samuel  Risley,  Richard  Risley  Joseph 

Cordery,  Samuel  ja - Samuel  Risley, 

Elijah  Smith,  Isaac  Steelman.  Thomas 
Somers,  Justice  of  the  Peace  • 

[Ibid.,  p.  74.]  On  December  2,  1803,  Jos¬ 
eph  English  obtained  a  judgment  against  Sam¬ 
uel  Snell,  on  default,  for  $27.00  and  cost  .53 
cents;  execution  granted  February  14,  1804. 

On  page  17  of  Justice  Joseph  Risley’s  docket 
book  for  1804  is  recorded  the  action  of  Joseph 
English  vs  Enoch  Barret,  April  7,  1804,  for 
$7.00;  adjourned  until  July  28.  No  further 
record;  but  on  August  4,  1804,  Enoch  Barret 
brought  suit  against  Joseph  English,  but  with¬ 
out  further  record. 

[Ibid.,  p.  22.]  On  March  26,  1804,  Philip 
Smith  sued  “Joseph  English  Senr”  for  $100.; 
No  further  record  of  this  case. 

Joseph4  English  made  his  will  on  May 
1,  1805.  An  inventory  of  his  personal  es¬ 
tate  was  filed  in  court  on  August  30,  1806. 
The  time  of  his  death  between  these  two 
dates  is  unknown.  He  may  have  died 
within  a  month  of  the  filing  of  his  very 
brief  inventory.  His  name,  without  an  af¬ 
fix,  appears  on  page  71  of  Justice  Joseph 
Risley’s  docket  book  (December  26, 
1805  to  1806)  as  a  juror  on  May  24, 
1806,  in  the  suit  of  Jeremiah  Adams  v. 
Alexander  “Freeland”  (Ireland?).  And 
on  page  76  thereof  “Joseph  English”  is 
recorded  as  appearing  in  court  on  May  10, 
1806,  as  defendant  in  the  action  of  John 
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S.  Somers,  for  a  debt  of  $8.00.  “The  De¬ 
fendant  requested  an  Adjournment  till 
25th  of  this  Instant.  Granted.”  No  further 
record  appearing,  it  may  be  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  Joseph4  English,  Senior,  and 
that  illness  intervened,  for  he  must  have 
died  soon  afterward.  His  son  Joseph5 
English,  Junior,  was  appointed  a  referee 
on  January  3,  1 807,  in  the  case  of  Richard 
Steelman  v.  Daniel  Steelman,  Esqr.,  and 
was  sued  on  October  8,  1808,  by  James 
Somers;  again  on  March  25,  1808,  by  Os¬ 
wald  GoodBartlet;  again  on  May  16, 
1808,  by  Samuel  Snell;  and  on  March  23, 
1813,  by  Andrew  Blackman,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  other  suits  against  him  before  and 
after  his  father’s  death. 

The  church  affiliations  of  Judge  John3 
English  could  scarcely  have  been  other 
than  Presbyterian  for  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  as  is  true  also  for  the  early  part 
of  the  life  of  his  son  Joseph4  English,  as 
the  records  of  the  Society  of  Friends  are 
without  their  names  at  any  time.  There  is 
no  mention  of  John’s  father,  Joseph2 
English,  in  the  Presbyterian  records  of 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
passed  the  last  years  of  his  life,  or  of  his 
son  John3;  nor  is  the  latter  recorded  in 
any  church  in  Burlington  County,  New 
Jersey.  Joseph2  English  died  before  Rev. 
George  Whitefield  advanced  Presbyte¬ 
rianism  in  America.  Itinerant  preachers, 
Episcopalian,  Presbyterian,  and  Baptist, 
later  on,  occasionally  came  within  reach  of 
English  Creek  in  Great  Egg  Harbor 
Township,  but  no  records  are  extant,  if  any 
were  made,  of  any  formal  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  other  than  of  the  Great  Egg 
Harbor  Friends  Meeting  in  Great  Egg 
Harbor  Township  before  the  War  of  the 
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American  Revolution,  or  rather,  before 
the  founding  of  Blackman’s  Meeting 
House  at  Cedar  Bridge  near  Patconk 
Creek  about  1764.  Such  meetings  as  were 
held  were  probably  held  at  the  homes  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  first  log  church 
(Blackman’s)  built  about  1764  where 
now  stands  Zion  Church,  seems  to  have 
been  Presbyterian  at  first  whatever  were 
the  inclinations  of  its  attendants.  Andrew 
Blackman,  its  founder,  gave  the  property 
for  the  free  uses  of  all  persons  whatever 
their  religious  beliefs.  The  founding  and 
early  success  of  this  church  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  result  of  the  influences  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  preaching  of  the  Rev. 
George  Whitefield,  rather  than  because  of 
activities  of  Baptists  in  that  part  of  New 
Jersey.  Before  1800  the  church  had  be¬ 
come  Methodist.  There  may  have  been 
some  religious  gathering  at  English 
Creek,  on  the  banks  of  which  resided  the 
families  of  English  and  others.  There  are 
notices  of  preaching  by  Presbyterian  min¬ 
isters  at  John3  English’s  house. 

The  first  known  structure  of  logs 
erected  at  English  Creek  for  religious 
uses  was  built  long  after  the  Revolution, 
by  the  Methodists.  It  was  called  “Eng¬ 
lish  Meeting  House.”  Doubtless  Joseph4 
English,  his  brothers  and  neighbors  were 
the  builders  of  it.  The  church  was  built 
upon  the  land  of  Joseph4,  later  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  his  son  James5.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  this  log  church  was  built  long 
before  the  year  1 800.  The  graveyard  be¬ 
hind  the  present  edifice  must  be  older 
than  the  religious  organization.  Various 
old  gravestones,  uninscribed,  are  therein 
which  no  one  now  living  can  identify ;  yet 
descendants  of  the  old  families  still  reside 
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near  by.  It  is  probable  that  among  those 
old  markers  some  stand  for  Judge  John3 
English,  his  wife,  son  John4  and  wife,  and 
Joseph4  and  wife  Prudence  English,  and 
others  of  the  family. 

Andrew8  R.  English  of  English  Creek 
possesses  old  deeds  and  inherited  knowl¬ 
edge  indicating  the  locations  of  the  home 
and  mill  of  Judge  John3  English,  and  in¬ 
dicating  how  his  land  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek  which  fell  to  his  son  Joseph4  was 
divided  after  the  latter’s  death  in  1806. 
Joseph4  English  received  the  old  home¬ 
stead  of  his  father  before  the  Revolution. 
It  was  located  on  what  is  now  an  open 
field  of  about  five  acres,  surrounded  by 
timber  on  three  sides,  and  extending  from 
the  bank  of  English  Creek  westward  to 
the  present  road  from  Zion  Road  to  Mays 
Landing.  The  site  is  a  few  hundred  yards 
north  of  the  present  Methodist  Church  on 
the  Mays  Landing  Road.  A  depression  in 
the  ground,  near  this  road,  reveals  where 
the  old  house  stood.  The  grist-  and  saw¬ 
mill  stood  where  Zion  Road  crosses  Eng¬ 
lish  Creek,  originally  called  Mill  Creek. 

Joseph4  English’s  land  was  divided  be¬ 
tween  four  of  his  six  sons  in  1806.  The 
locations  of  the  tracts  occupied  by  these 
four  sons  are  easily  found,  as  the  house 
of  the  son  James5  English  still  remains 
opposite  to  the  church  in  the  corner  be¬ 
tween  Zion  Road  and  the  road  to  Mays 
Landing.  The  land  of  Joseph4  was  di¬ 
vided  into  four  parallel  tracts  extending 
westward  from  English  Creek.  The 
northernmost  tract  held  the  old  house  of 
Joseph4 }  this  tract  was  bequeathed  to  his 
son,  Samuel5  English.  The  next  tract, 
southward,  was  received  by  James5  Eng¬ 
lish.  Next  southward  is  the  tract  of  the 


son,  Mizael5  English,  and  below  his  is  the 
tract  of  his  brother  Isaac5.  These  four 
tracts  were  narrow  north  and  south,  but 
long  westwardly  from  English  Creek,  the 
eastern  boundary  of  each  tract.  The  origi¬ 
nal  550  acres  of  John3  English  extended 
upon  both  sides  of  the  creek,  from  above 
his  residence  southward  to  Great  Egg 
Harbor  River.  The  portion  thereof  held 
by  his  son  John4  long  ago  passed  to  other 
owners}  but  much  of  the  land  near  Zion 
Road  is  held  by  some  of  the  present  de¬ 
scendants  of  Joseph4  English.  The  said 
Andrew8  R.  English  resides  near  the 
center  of  the  tract  that  Isaac5  English  had. 
On  November  10,  1789,  William  Gwin’s 
deed  to  Joseph4  English  for  a  portion  of 
the  land  previously  conveyed  by  the  latter 
to  Gwin,  refers  to  “land  at  ye  West  End 
of  Aaron  Somer’s  Mill  Dam.”  It  is  the 
local  tradition  that  the  Englishes  were 
succeeded  as  millers  by  the  Somers  fam¬ 
ily.  John3  English,  the  Esquire,  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  miller  in  a  deed  of  1714,  and 
had  built  a  dam  creating  a  small  pond  ' 
where  Zion  Road  crosses  English  Creek. 
His  grist-  and  sawmills  there  were  rebuilt 
and  enlarged  by  Captain  James  Somers 
and  continued  to  be  operated  for  many 
years.  These  buildings  were  burned  a  few 
years  ago.  A  photograph  of  them  is  owned 
by  the  Atlantic  County  Historical  Society. 
The  local  tradition  further  is  that  the 
English  family  built  another  sawmill 
about  a  mile  farther  up  the  creek  in  the 
woods}  no  living  descendant  now  remem¬ 
bers  its  appearance. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Joseph4 
English,  while  residing  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  on  the  tract  several  hundred 
yards  north  of  the  present  Methodist 


The  English  Family 


Church,  attended  the  semi-Presbyterian 
meetings  in  the  log  church  on  Zion  Road 
near  Patconk  Creek,  several  miles  east¬ 
ward  from  English  Creek,  which  church 
later  became  Methodist.  The  early  Meth¬ 
odists  kept  no  records  of  their  organiza¬ 
tion,  of  their  communicants,  or  of  bap¬ 
tisms,  marriages,  or  burials.  Of  all  reli¬ 
gious  denominations  of  the  late  eighteenth 
and  early  nineteenth  centuries  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  the  most  indifferent  in 
such  matters.  At  what  time  the  dwellers 
at  English  Creek  formally  organized  a 
Methodist  society  separate  from  Black¬ 
man’s  Meeting  (Zion  Church)  and  began 
to  hold  meetings  at  English  Creek  is  un¬ 
known.  The  beginnings  of  Methodism  at 
English  Creek  could  scarcely  have  been 
much  before  1800;  doubtless  the  erection 
of  a  church  soon  followed.  It  was  called 
“English  Meeting  House.”  It  stood  in  the 
graveyard  behind  the  present  church.  The 
present  Asbury  church  edifice  is  not  old. 
Joseph4  English  and  his  wife  Prudence 
experienced  little  of  Methodism.  Their 
inclinations  may  be  believed  to  have  been, 
like  his  father’s  toward  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  there  was  a  chapel  far¬ 
ther  up  Great  Egg  Harbor  River.  Their 
only  other  opportunity  was  the  semi- 
Presbyterianism  that  preceded  Method¬ 
ism  at  Blackman’s  Meeting  House  near 
Patconk  Creek. 

No  record  has  been  uncovered  to  show 
the  surname  of  Prudence,  wife  of  Jos¬ 
eph4  English,  or  the  date  of  their  mar¬ 
riage  though  her  baptismal  name  appears 
in  the  family  Bible  record.  It  must  have 
occurred  about  1750.  In  1 9 2, 1 ,  Mrs. 
Thomas  E.  Scull  of  850  Suffolk  Place, 
Ventnor,  New  Jersey  (whose  husband  is 
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a  descendant  of  Joseph4  English),  stated 
to  the  writer  that  “Joseph  English’s  wife’s 
name  was  Prudence  Springer,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Budd)  Springer. 
Benjamin  Springer  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
Springer  who  died  in  East  Jersey  in 
1731.”  This  is  a  reasonable  conjecture; 
but  no  records  have  been  found  to  con¬ 
firm  it.  It  seems  to  have  been  based  by 
Mrs.  Scull  upon  a  tradition  that  the 
Springers  had  red  hair,  and  that  the  red 
hair  of  some  of  the  known  descendants  of 

Joseph4  and  Prudence  ( - )  English 

was  an  inheritance  from  the  Springers. 
The  tradition,  repeated  also  by  the  present 
Andrew8  R.  English  of  English  Creek,  is 
traced  back  by  Arthur  Adams,  M.A., 
Ph.D.,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  to  a 
statement  made  to  him  in  1909  by  the 
late  Emeline7  (English)  Lee,  aunt  of  the 
said  Andrew8  R.  English,  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Joseph4  and  Prudence 
( - )  English.  Her  statement  was,  re¬ 

ports  Dr.  Adams,  “to  the  effect  that  Pru¬ 
dence  English  must  have  been  a  Springer, 
because  her  relatives  used  to  tease  her 
(Emeline)  when  a  child  about  her  red 
hair  and  tell  her  it  was  the  Springer  in 
her.”  Benjamin  Springer  did  reside  at 
English  Creek,  did  marry  Hannah  Budd 
of  the  noted  Budd  family  of  West  Jersey, 
and  Benjamin  did  buy  a  part  of  the  estate 
of  John3  English;  but  the  tradition,  with¬ 
out  some  further  record  to  strengthen  it, 
hangs  by  a  hair,  the  ruddy  hue  of  which 
could  have  come  to  Emeline  from  a 
Springer  other  than  through  her  great¬ 
grandmother  Prudence. 

Joseph4  English,  born  between  1720 
and  1730,  died  in  the  year  1806,  some 
weeks  previous  to  the  filing  on  August  1 2 
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of  the  very  brief  inventory  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  estate.  His  wife  Prudence  prede¬ 
ceased  him,  as  she  is  not  a  legatee  in  his 
will.  There  is  no  record  of  the  date  of  her 
death.  Doubtless  she  sleeps  behind  the 
present  church  at  English  Creek,  with  her 
husband,  a  rod  or  two  north  of  the  burial 
lot  of  their  son  James5  English,  whose 
gravestone  there  remains.  The  will  of 
Joseph4  English  is  an  important  instru¬ 
ment  illuminating  a  region  the  published 
and  recorded  history  of  which  is  but 
meager,  because  of  the  failure  of  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  either  to  make  or  to  keep 
records: 

[ Department  of  State ,  New  Jersey.  Original 

will.  File  No.  2581H ]  : 

(Endorsed)  “Joseph  English’s  will.” 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN , 
this  first  day  of  May,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thousand  Eight  hundred  and  five.  I  Jos¬ 
eph  English  Senior,  of  Great  Egg  Harbour,  in 
the  County  of  Gloucester,  Farmer,  being  but 
infirm  in  health  of  Body,  but  in  perfect  mind 
and  memory,  thanks  be  given  to  God  therefor. 
And  calling  to  mind  the  Mortality  of  my 
Body,  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all 
Men  once  to  Die;  do  make  and  ordain  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament;  that  is  to  say,  Prin¬ 
cipally  and  first  of  all;  I  give  and  Recom¬ 
mend  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  God  who  gave 
it;  And  for  my  body  I  recommend  it  to  the 
Earth,  to  be  buried  in  a  Christian  like  and 
decent  manner,  at  the  discretion  of  my  Execu¬ 
tors;  nothing  doubting  but  at  the  General 
Resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  Same  again  by 
the  mighty  power  of  God.  And  as  touching 
such  worldly  Estate,  wherewith  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  bless  me  in  this  Life:  I  give,  devise 
and  dispose  of  the  Same  in  the  following 
manner  and  form. 

IMPRIMUS  it  is  my  Will,  &  I  do  Ordain, 


that  in  the  first  place,  that  all  my  just  debts  and 
funeral  Charges  be  paid,  &  Satisfyed.  Item  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  Son  Misael 
English,  one  Equal  fourth  part  of  the  Planta¬ 
tion  on  which  I  now  Live,  also  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  to  my  beloved  Son  James  English,  one 
Equal  fourth  part  of  Said  Plantation: 

I  give  and  bequeath  also  to  my  beloved  Son 
Samuel  English,  one  Equal  fourth  part  of 
the  Said  Tract;  also  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  beloved  Son  Isaac  English,  the  other  Equal 
fourth  part  of  my  Plantation,  his  part  or 
Share  to  be  where  I  now  do  Live:  all  there 
Shares  to  be  as  I  have  divided  it  already;  and 
I  do  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Said  four 
Sons,  Fifty  Acres  of  Salt  Marsh,  lying  at  the 
mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  to  be  Equally  Divided 
between  them,  Share  and  Share  alike. 

And  I  do  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two 
Sons  Misael  English  &  Isaac  English,  one 
hundred  Acres  of  Wood-Land  lying  at  the 
forks  of  the  old  Cedarswamp  to  be  Equally 
divided  between  my  Said  two  Sons,  Share  and 
Share  alike.  I  give  &  bequeath  also,  to  my  two 
Sons,  Samuel  English,  and  James  English,  one 
Hundred  Acres  of  Land,  it  being  my  old 
place  in  the  woods,  to  be  Equally  Divided  be¬ 
tween  them  Share  and  Share  alike,  also  I  give 
&  bequeath  to  my  three  Sons,  Misael  English, 
Samuel  English,  &  Isaac  English  a  peice  of 
Cedar-Swamp  lying  by  Oak-Island;  to  have 
each  of  the  three,  their  Equal  Share  of  the 
same. 

And  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved 
Son  Isaac  English,  two  Acres  and  a  half  of 
Banked  Meadow  lying  on  the  South  side  of 
Mill  Creek,  joining  the  Bank.  All  &  every  of 
which  said  Tracts  of  Land,  that  I  have  be¬ 
queathed  to  each,  and  every  of  my  Said  Sons, 

I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath,  to  them  &  to 
there  Heirs  &  Assigns  for  ever. 

And  I  also  do  order,  that  my  three  Sons, 
Misael  English,  Samuel  English,  and  Isaac 
English;  do  each  of  the  three,  pay  five  pounds 
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a  peice,  to  my  Son  Thomas  English,  as  his 
Legacy  out  of  the  Land.  I  give  and  bequeath 
also  to  my  beloved  Son  Isaac  English,  all  my 
Set  of  Farming  Tools,  as  I  now  have  them  for 
Farming  business,  and  also  my  Mare,  and  a 
Waggon,  I  do  give  to  my  Son  Isaac,  and  also 
a  pair  of  Hand-Irons,  and  a  Back-Iron,  I  also 
do  give  to  my  Son  Isaac  English. 

And  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved 
Son  Joseph  English  the  Sum  of  forty  Shillings, 
to  be  paid  out  of  my  movable  Estate,  and  I  do 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  Son  Thomas 
English,  the  Sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  movable  Estate.  And  I  do  also  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  beloved  Daughters  (namely) 
Mary  Smith,  Sarah  Macclane  and  Hannah 
Hickman,  to  each  of  the  three;  the  Sum  of 
five  Pounds  a  Peice;  to  be  paid  out  of  my 
movable  Estate. 

Then  after  the  Legacys  are  paid  out  the 
Remainder  of  my  movable  Estate  to  be 
Equally  divided  between  my  two  Sons,  Misael 
English,  and  Samuel  English.  And  I  do  make 
and  ordain  my  Son  Isaac  English  to  be  my  only 
and  Sole  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament,  and  I  do  hereby  Revoke,  disallow, 
and  Diannul,  any  other  former  Will,  or  Testa¬ 
ment  by  me  made,  Willed  or  bequeathed  here¬ 
tofore;  Ratifying  and  Confirming  this  and  no 
other  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament;  In 
witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  hand 
and  Seal  the  day  and  Year  first  above  written. 
Signed,  Sealed,  published,  pronounced  and  de¬ 
clared  by  the  Said  Joseph  English,  as  his  last 
Will  and  Testament. 

his 

Joseph  X  English 
mark 

Witnesses  Present  Andrew  Blackman 
Joseph  Endicott  Elisha  Smith 

[ Secretary  of  State ,  New  Jersey.  Original  In¬ 
ventory  of  the  estate  of  Josef h  English.  File 
No.  2581H] : 

A  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  and  Sin¬ 
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gular  the  Goods  Chatties  Wares  and  marchan- 
dise  as  well  moveable  as  not  moveble  of  Joseph 
English  Late  of  the  township  of  Grate  Egg- 
harbour  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  Decest, 
maid  by  us  Whose  Names  are  hereunto  Sub¬ 
scribed  the  Sixteenth  Day  of  august  Eghteen 


hundred  and  Six — 1806 

Horned  Cattle  $  74-°° 

Household  Goods  83-57 

his  purse  and  aparrel  44- 2  5 

one  mare  25.00 


Total  $226.82 


Appraised  by  us  the  Day  and  year  above  Writ¬ 
ten  Aaron  Somers  Elisha  Smith. 

Isaac  English  Sole  Executor  of  the  last  will 
and  Testament  of  the  within  named  Joseph 
English  deceased,  being  duly  Sworn  according 
to  Law  Saith  that  the  within  Writing  contains 
a  true  and  perfect  Inventory  of  all  and  singu¬ 
lar  the  Goods  Chatties  and  Credits  of  the  said 
deceased  as  far  as  have  come  to  their  knowl¬ 
edge  or  possession  or  to  the  possession  of  any 
other  person  or  persons  for  his  use 

Isaac  English 

Sworn  August  30th  1806  before  Jas.  Mat- 
lack.  Surrogate 

[Surrogate’s  Office ,  Gloucester  County.  Liber 
C,  p.  307]: 

October  term  Orphans  court,  1807, 
Isaac  English,  executor  of  Joseph  English  de¬ 
ceased,  had  his  account  passed:  “and  a  Ball- 
ance  of  no  dollars  and  37  cents  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  according  to  the  Will  of  the  Testa¬ 
tor.” 

Of  the  children  of  Joseph  and  Pru¬ 
dence  ( - )  English,  the  order  of  their 

births  being  unknown,  we  name  them  as  in 
their  father’s  will: 

(1)  Mizeals  (Misael)  English  resided  on 
the  tract  next  south  of  that  of  his  brother 
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James5  English,  Zion  Road  extending  across 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  tract.  He  is  of 
record  in  the  History  of  Atlantic  County ,  and 
at  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  New 
Jersey,  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

(2)  James5  English,  born  September  10, 
1773,  died  February  10,  1833;  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Lucas)  Lake, 
November  6,  1800.  She  was  born  September 
15,  1780,  and  died  July  14,  1855.  They  are 
buried  in  the  graveyard  of  the  Asbury  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church  at  English  Creek.  Chil¬ 
dren: 

(a)  James6  English,  born  October  29,  1801 ; 
died  October  29,  1870;  married  first  Au¬ 
gust  26,  1826,  Lydia  Lake,  and  second,  Oc¬ 
tober  13,  1839,  Margaret  Lake. 

(b)  Peter6  English,  born  June  10,  1807. 

(c)  Joseph6  English,  born  September  16, 
1812;  died  August  30,  1889;  married  Ann 
W.  Smith,  March  23,  1835. 

Peter6  English,  born  June  10,  1807,  died 
May  12,  1872;  married,  first,  Esther, 
daughter  of  Levi  and  Asenath  (Lake)  Col¬ 
lins,  October  31,  1829.  She  was  born  De¬ 
cember  3,  1804,  and  died  January  9,  1846. 
He  married,  second,  May  30,  1846,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Gifford,  who  was  born  April  18,  1822, 
and  died  February  24,  1886.  Peter6  Eng¬ 
lish  inherited  the  old  English  homestead  now 
standing  at  English  Creek,  lived,  and  died 
there.  Children  (by  first  marriage): 

(a)  Albert7,  born  March  25,  1831;  died  in 
Virginia;  married — 

(b)  Asenath7  C.,  born  February  28,  1833; 
married  June  22,  1854,  Nathaniel  Ris- 
ley. 

(c)  Caroline7,  born  September  8,  1834,  died 
May  7,  1905;  married  Robert  Barclay 
Leeds. 

(d)  Matilda7  S.,  born  January  10,  1837; 
died  October  15,  1890;  married  Solomon 
Conover. 


(e)  Marietta7,  born  July  5,  1840  (as  here¬ 
after). 

(f)  James  Truitt7,  born  November  11, 
1842;  died  January  8,  1899;  married 
Dorcas  Adams. 

(g)  John7,  born  October  12,  1845;  died 
October  14,  1845. 

By  the  second  marriage,  Peter6  English  had: 

(h)  Larner7  M.,  born  February  4,  1847; 
lost  at  sea  in  1898. 

(i)  David7  B.,  born  May  6,  1848;  died 
April  2,  1882. 

(j)  Mizeal7,  born  September  29,  1849;  lost 
at  sea  in  1898;  married  Agatha  B.  Lake. 

(k)  Catharine7,  born  March  30,  1 85 1 ;  died 
March  3,  1914;  married  Samuel  B. 
Scull. 

(l)  Nicholas7  S.,  born  January  19,  1853; 
died  May  25,  1869. 

(m)  Calvin7,  born  August  4,  1855;  died 
November  26,  1898;  married  Elnora 
Somers. 

(n)  Hannah7  G.,  born  March  14,  1857; 
died  September  4,  1909;  married  Atwood 
Lee:  s.p. 

(o)  Clark7  P.,  born  April  15,  i860;  died 
January  6,  1898;  married  Annie  H.  Cur¬ 
tis,  of  Camden,  New  Jersey;  s.p. 

(p)  Robert7  B.,  born  January  5,  1863;  died 
April  23,  1884. 

(q)  Annie7  E.,  born  May  5,  1868;  died 
February  16,  1869. 

Marietta7  English  married,  January  31, 
1857,  James  Reading  Adams,  born  at  Pleas- 
antville,  New  Jersey,  May  6,  1835,  died  there 
August  17,  1893,  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(GoodBartlett)  Adams,  and  a  descendant  of 
Jeremy  Adams  who  settled  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  in  1632, — an  original  proprie¬ 
tor  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1636.  Marri- 
etta7  died  at  Camden,  New  Jersey,  February 
9,  1912.  James  R.  Adams  was  a  farmer  and 
business  man  in  Pleasantville.  He  inherited  the 
family  plantation  that  had  come  down  from 
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father  to  son  from  Jonathan  Adams,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  what  was  then  and  long  afterward 
known  as  Great  Egg  Harbor  in  1695.  He 
served  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Fifteenth 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  during  the  Civil 
War.  He  held  various  local  offices  and  was  a 
member  of  several  social  and  fraternal  socie¬ 
ties.  Children: 

(a)  George  Oswald,  born  November  25, 
1857;  married  July  4,  1880,  Rosanna 
Sharp. 

(b)  Jane,  born  May  1,  1859;  died  May  I, 
1859. 

(c)  Benjamin  Stout,  born  December  12, 
i860;  died  January  12,  1862. 

(d)  Benjamin  Franklin,  born  February  20, 
1862;  married  December  22,  1886,  Sally 
Faraday  Scott;  died  without  issue  March  21, 
1926. 

(e)  Lenora,  born  August  24,  1863;  married 
Thomas  Jefferson  Bullock;  died  December 
26,  1897. 

(f)  James  VanSant,  born  March  3,  1867; 
died  February  16,  1868. 

(g)  Margaret  Stout,  born  September  16, 
1868;  died  March  7,  1869. 

(h)  Willard  Wright,  born  March  7,  1870; 
married  first,  January  3,  1890,  Anna  Mar¬ 
garet  Adams;  second,  August  19,  1903, 
Lillie  Parker. 

(i)  DeWitt,  born  May  3,  1871;  died  May  29, 
1871. 

(j)  Charles  Eastlack,  born  August  24,  1873; 

married  December  23,  1896,  Bervenia 

Smith. 

(k)  Bertha,  born  September  15,  1878;  died 
July  3,  1879. 

(l)  Arthur,  born  May  12,  1881. 

(m)  Orville,  born  August  3,  1882;  married 
July  22,  1903,  Athelone  Barrar. 

(3)  Samuel3  English,  son  of  Joseph4  and 
Prudence  English,  born  April  29,  1783,  died 
March  5,  1865,  resided  on  his  father’s  “old 
place  in  the  woods,”  north  of  Asbury  Church. 
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He  went  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  about  the 
time  Peter  and  Sarah  (English)  McClain 
went,  and  descendants  still  live  near  Bethel, 
Ohio. 

(4)  Isaac5  English  lived  on  the  southern¬ 
most  tract  of  the  four  divisions  of  his  father’s 
estate,  the  eastern  part  of  which  tract  is  now 
the  property  of  Edward  Gaskill,  of  Atlantic 
City.  Particulars  as  to  his  descendants  have  not 
been  received.  See  Lake  Genealogy ,  1915- 

(5)  Thomas5  English  is  of  record  in  the 
History  of  Atlantic  County ,  and  at  the  office 
of  the  adjutant-general  of  New  Jersey,  as  a 
soldier  of  the  War  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  He  removed  from  English  Creek  to  Ce- 
darville,  in  upper  Gloucester  County,  New 
Jersey,  near  Philadelphia,  and,  often  present 
in  the  latter  city,  was  there  visited  by  his  sis¬ 
ter,  Sarah5,  when,  with  her  second  husband 
Rev.  Peter2  McClain,  and  their  children,  she 
was  en  route  to  Ohio  in  1805. 

(6)  Joseph5  English,  Junior,  is  of  record  at 
the  office  of  the  adjutant-general  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  and  in  the  History  of  Atlantic  County, 
New  Jersey,  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Tradition  avers  that  he 
had  an  unrecorded  son  by  a  lady  named 
Doughty.  Later,  he  is  proven  to  have  married 
Mary  Scull,  who  survived  him.  He  died  in 
1825  in  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township,  and  she 
was  appointed  administratrix  of  his  estate.  She 
was  his  heir,  there  being  no  issue  by  her. 
Shortly  before  her  death  on  April  4,  1850, 
aged  ninety-three  years,  she  was  granted  a  pen¬ 
sion  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  as  the  widow 
of  Joseph5  English  (Junior),  the  pension  rec¬ 
ord  describing  him  as  a  deceased  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  Joseph5  English,  Junior,  early  re¬ 
moved  from  English  Creek  and  lived  on  what 
is  now  called  “Chelsea  Farm”  (occupied  by 
Irwin  Myers),  between  Scullville  and  Pat- 
conk  Creek,  and  near  Great  Egg  Harbor 
River.  The  place  of  his  interment  is  probably 
Zion  churchyard  where  now  stands  the  grave- 
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stone  of  his  widow,  inscribed,  “ IN  memory  of 
MARY  widow  of  JOSEPH  ENGLISH,  died 
April  4,  1850,  aged  93  years.” 

(7)  Mary5  English  married  Elisha  Smith. 


(8)  Hannah5  English  married  Thomas 
Hickman. 

(9)  SARAH5  ENGLISH  as  hereinafter. 


Arthur  Adams,  S.T.M.,  Ph.D. 


tk  RTHUR  ADAMS,  son  of  James 
/  %  Reading  and  Marietta7  (Eng- 
-Z.  m  lish)  Adams,  was  born  at  the 
old  Adams  homestead  at  Pleasantville, 
New  Jersey,  May  12,  1881.  He  married, 
June  22,  1910,  E(mma)  Guerin  Steel¬ 
man,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  Jane 
(Jackaway)  Steelman.  The  Steelman 
family  descend  from  James  Steelman, 
who  was  associated  with  the  Swedish 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  and  who  settled 
at  Great  Egg  Harbor,  New  Jersey,  as 
early  as  1693.  E(mma)  Guerin  Steelman 
was  born  January  31,  1880,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  New  Jersey  State  Normal 
School  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  D.A.R.,  the  Daughters  of 
Founders  and  Patriots,  the  Daughters  of 
1812,  and  the  Colonial  Dames.  Arthur 
Adams  was  graduated  from  Rutgers  Col¬ 
lege  in  1902;  received  the  degree  of 
M.A.  from  Yale  University  in  1903,  and 
the  degree  of  Ph.D.  from  the  same  uni¬ 
versity  in  1905-  EIe  received  the  degree 
of  B.D.  from  the  Berkeley  Divinity 
School,  Middletown,  Connecticut,  in 
1910,  and  the  degree  of  S.T.M.  from  the 
Philadelphia  Divinity  School  in  1916.  He 


was  ordained  Deacon  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  by  Bishop  Chauncey  B.  Brewster 
June  3,  1908,  and  Priest,  May  13,  1910. 
During  the  year  1905-6  he  was  an  in¬ 
structor  in  English,  in  the  University  of 
Coloradoj  in  1906  he  went  to  Trinity 
College,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  as  As¬ 
sistant  Professor  of  English,  and  is  still 
connected  with  that  institution,  being  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  English,  Librarian,  and  Regis¬ 
trar.  He  is  a  member  of  many  learned 
societies,  and  of  many  hereditary  and  pa¬ 
triotic  societies,  being  Registrar  General 
of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and 
Registrar  General  and  (former)  Gover¬ 
nor  General  of  the  Order  of  Founders  and 
Patriots  of  America.  Children:  Esther 
Steelman  Adams,  born  December  30, 
19125  Richard  Hancock  Adams,  born  No¬ 
vember  16,  1916.  All  the  names  of  these 
foregoing  descendants  of  James5  English, 
and  the  dates,  have  been  supplied  by  Ar¬ 
thur  Adams,  Ph.D.,  who  has  made  ex¬ 
haustive  investigations  in  New  Jersey, 
possesses  the  original  Bible  of  Jamess 
English  containing  many  records,  and  is 
the  author,  with  Sarah  A.  Risley,  of  the 
Lake  Genealogy. 
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Sarah  English  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio 


SARAH*  ENGLISH  (Joseph4, 
John3,  Joseph2,  Joseph1),  born  at 
English  Creek  February  17,  1767, 
as  recorded  in  her  family  Bible  now  owned 
by  Edward  Lee  McClain,  Esquire,  first 
married  Andrew2  Frambes,  son  of  the 
Bavarian,  Peter1  Frambes,  of  Great  Egg 
Harbor,  viz. : 

[Department  of  State ,  New  Jersey.  Original 
marriage  license  bond\  : 

KNOW  ALL  MEN  BY  THESE 
PRESENTS 

That  we  Andrew  Frambus  and  Thomas 
Doughty  both  of  the  Township  of  Great 
Eggharbour  &  County  of  Glouster  are  held 
and  firmly  bound  unto  His  Excellency  Wil¬ 
liam  Livingston  Esqr  Governor  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  New-  Jersey,  &c.  in  the 
Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  current  lawful 
Money  of  New  -  Jersey,  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
William  Livingston  Esqr  Governor,  &c.  his 
Successors  or  Assigns;  for  which  Payment  well 
and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our 
Heirs,  Executors  and  Administrators,  and 
every  of  them,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly 
by  these  Presents;  Sealed  with  our  Seals,  dated 
the  Fifth  Day  of  January  Anno  Domini  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Three 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THIS 
Obligation  is  such,  That  whereas  there  is  a 
mutual  Contract  of  Marriage  between  An¬ 
drew  Frambus  of  the  one  Party,  and  Sarah 
English  of  the  other  Party,  and  the  Parties 
having  complied  with  the  Terms  prescribed  in 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thou¬ 
sand  Seven  Hundred  and  Nineteen,  intitled, 
An  Act  to  prevent  clandestine  Marriages.  Now 
if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  the  Certificates 


produced,  or  either  of  them,  have  been  fraudu¬ 
lent,  or  that  either  the  aforesaid  Andrew 
Frambus  or  the  aforesaid  Sarah  English  had 
not  the  Consent  of  their  Parents,  Guardians,  or 
Persons  under  Whose  Care  they  were,  signing 
the  said  Certificates,  or  that  the  said  Andrew 
Frambus  or  the  said  Sarah  English  or  either  of 
them,  had  some  lawful  Let  or  Impediment  of 
Pre-contract,  Affinity  or  Consanguinity,  to  hin¬ 
der  their  being  joined  in  the  Holy  Bands  of 
Matrimony,  and  afterwards  of  living  together 
as  Man  and  Wife;  then  this  Obligation  to 
stand  and  remain  in  full  Force  and  Virtue, 
otherwise  to  be  void  and  of  none  Effect. 

Andrew  Frambus.  Thomas  Doughty 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  Presence  of  Seth  S 
Phillips  Ziba  Wescoat 

By  her  first  husband,  Andrew  Frambes, 
she  had  issue:  Peter  Frambes,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  2,  1784;  Joseph  Frambes,  born  April 
13,  1786}  and  one  daughter  who  died 
young.  (These  dates  are  from  the  record 
supplied  by  a  son  of  Joseph  Frambes,  the 
late  Colonel  Granville  A.  Frambes,  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio.)  Andrew  Frambes  died  in 
1790,  and  in  1791  his  widow,  Sarah5 
(English)  Frambes,  married  Peter  Mc¬ 
Clain  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  Township. 
The  date  of  the  marriage  is  from  the 
manuscripts  of  the  late  Colonel  Frambes. 
Some  account  of  her  life  and  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  is  given  in  the  McClain  chapter  of 
this  book.  In  the  year  1805,  before  the 
death  of  her  father,  Joseph4  English,  Sen¬ 
ior,  she  removed  with  her  second  husband 
and  family  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio. 
She  died  there,  as  entered  in  her  family 
Bible:  “Sarah  McClain  Departed  this  life 
April  22—,  1849.”  Her  gravestone  stands 
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in  the  “McClain  Row”  in  Laurel  Cemetery, 
Monroe  Township,  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  and  the  date  of  her  death  is  in¬ 
scribed  thereon  as  ten  days  later  than  it  is 
given  in  the  Bible  record:  “In  memory  of 
Sarah  relict  of  P.  McClain,  Died  May  2, 
1849,  her  83rd  year.”  In  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  New  Richmond,  Ohio,  the 


date  of  her  death  was  given  as  “March 
2d.”  The  date  upon  the  gravestone  has 
been  generally  accepted.  Some  personal 
reminiscences  of  her  are  given  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  life  of  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Peter  McClain,  a  pioneer  Methodist 
preacher  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  in  the 
McClain  chapter  of  this  book. 


Summary: 

(1)  Joseph  English  = 

_ ! 

I 

(2)  Joseph  English  =  Hannah  Clift 

(3)  John  English  =  Sarah 

_ ! 

I 

(4)  Joseph  English  =  Prudence 


(5)  Sarah  English  =  Peter  McClain 


«4TS  FROM  HORSLEY,  ENGLAND 


Antipas  Clift  Giddeon  Clift  Hope  Clift 

Born  April  1, 1660;  Born  April  7, 1662.  Born  Oct.  24,  1664. 

bur.  Mar.  3,  1661. 


ells  Rachel  English=Thomas  Green  William  English — 


I 

Mary  Clift 
bur.  10  April,  1660. 


)  English 


Thomas  English=Ann  Rockhill 
Mar.  March  10, 

1768. 


1 

James 

SARAH  ENGLISH= 

.PETER  McCLAIN 

1 

Polly 

1 

Hannah 

1 

Mary 

Mar.  Mary  Lake. 

B.  Feb.  17,  1767;  m. 

B.  Dec.  10,  1770;  mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

(Ancestor  of  Dr. 

(1)  And.  Frambes,  1783; 

1791;  died  May  28, 

Isaac 

Thomas  Flickman. 

Elisha 

Arthur  Adams. ) 

d.  May  2,  1  849. 

1830. 

Smith. 

Smith. 
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scribed  thereon  as  ten  days  later  than  it  is 
given  in  the  Bible  record:  “In  memory  of 
Sarah  relict  of  P.  McClain,  Died  May  2, 
1849,  her  83rd  year.”  In  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  New  Richmond,  Ohio,  the 


date  of  her  death  was  given  as  “March 
2d.”  The  date  upon  the  gravestone  has 
been  generally  accepted.  Some  personal 
reminiscences  of  her  are  given  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  life  of  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Peter  McClain,  a  pioneer  Methodist 
preacher  in  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  in  the 
McClain  chapter  of  this  book. 


Summary: 

(1)  Joseph  English  = 

_ j 

I 

(2)  Joseph  English  =  Hannah  Clift 

I 

(3)  John  English  =  Sarah 

_ 1 

I 

(4)  Joseph  English  —  Prudence 


(5)  Sarah  English  =  Peter  McClain 


SOME  DESCENDANTS  OF  JOSEPH  ENGLISH,  SENIOR,  AND  OF  SAMUEL  CLIFT,  THE  EMIGRANTS  FROM  HORSLEY,  ENGLAND 


(1ST  WIFE  DIED  IN  ENGLAND)=JOSEPH  ENGLISH,  SR.= 

of  Horsley,  Glouc.,  Eng. 
Came  to  Pa.  1683;  died 
Oct.  10,  1686. 


[2nd  wife] 

_)  the  widow  of  Henry  Comly 


=Joan  (_ 

Married  (2)  April  26,  1685;  buried  Dec. 
20,  1689. 


[  1  st  wife] 
ELIZABETH  (_ 


Buried  in  Gloucestershire,  Nov. 
I  1,  1666. 


[2nd  wife] 

_)=SAMUEL  CLIFT=Joane  Betterby 


of  Nailsworth 
Meeting,  Horsley, 
Glouc.,  England; 
came  1678;  will 
Oct.  2,  1683. 


Married  in  Gloucestershire,  Eng., 
April  4,  1667;  came  to  Burling¬ 
ton,  N.  J.,  with  husband  about 
1678. 


r 

Henry  English= 
of  Warminster,  Bucks  Co., 
Pa.,  after  1683;  eldest  son 
and  heir  of  his  father. 


Giles  Knight=Mary  English 
of  Rodborough,  of  Horsley, 
Glouc.,  England;  Glouc.;  mar. 

came  to  Pa.,  1682.  April  24,  1679. 


Esther  English=Abraham  Hewlings 
married  Aug.  3, 

1686. 


JOSEPH  ENGLISH=HANNAH  CLIFT 


from  Horsley,  Eng., 
to  N.  J.,  with  Sam' 
Clift;  died  on  the 
Brandywine  1725. 


bom  before  1650;  mar.  in  Eng.; 
came  to  Burlington,  N.  J.,  with 
husband  about  1678.  Executrix 
of  her  husband’s  estate,  1725. 


Jonathan  Clift 
born  Feb.  2, 
1650;  died  in 
England 


Sarah  Clift 
Bom  May,  1655; 
bur.  July  6,  1676. 


Patience  Clift 
Born  Dec.  3  1,  1657; 
bur.  Dec.  22,  1673. 


Antipas  Clift 
Born  April  1 , 1 660; 
bur.  Mar.  3,  1661. 


Giddeon  Clift 
Born  April  7,  1662. 


Hope  Clift 
Born  Oct.  24,  1664. 


Mary  Clift 
bur.  10  April,  1660. 


Elizabeth  Enclish=Peter  White 


Joseph  Enclish=(_ 
of  Mansfield,  Bur¬ 
lington  Co.,  N.  J. 


John  English; 
Mar  Sept.  10, 
1744. 


=Margaret  Harris 


Joseph  English=Sarah 


of  Mansfield,  Bur¬ 
lington  Co.,  N.J. ; 
died  Jan.,  1785;  a 
Quaker. 


D.  Jan. 
1785. 


Thomas  English; 
of  Burlington  Co., 

N.J. ;  married  Anne 
Smith,  Feb.  17,  1733. 


Hannah  English 


I 

Isabel 
Mar.  Sam’l 
Paul,  Jan. 
18,  1757. 


JOHN  ENGLISH=SARAH 
Born  circa  1690;  of 
Great  Egg  Harbor, 

N.  J.,  1714;  justice; 
died  circa  1770. 


Hannah  English=John  Wells 

I 

Jeane  Wells 


Rachel  English=Thomas  Green 


William  English= 


John  English,  Jr.=Anne  Inskeep 


tried  for  Toryism;  re¬ 
leased  under  bond. 


Joseph  English=Mary  Butler 
Mar.  Oct.  27,  1769. 

Both  of  Burlington  Co.,  N.J. 


Samuel  English=Elizabeth  Hammell 
Mar.  Nov.  I  3, 

1761. 


Isaac  English=Rebecca  Warner 
Mar.  Jan.  I  3, 

1764. 


Joseph  Enclish; 
mar.  Abigail  English, 
June  2,  1770;  died 
July  30,  1791. 


Mar.  Sept. 
30,  1749. 


JOSEPH  ENGLISH=PRUDENCE  Reis  Gwin=(_ 

Will  1806. 


_)  English 


Thomas  English=Ann  Rockhill 
Mar.  March  10, 

1768. 


John  English 
a  Tory ;  joined 
British  army. 


Joseph 
Mar.  Mary  Scull; 
Rev.  soldier; 
died  1825. 


Mizael 
Rev.  sol¬ 
dier. 


Thomas 
Rev.  sol¬ 
dier. 


Samuel 


Isaac 


1 

James 

SARAH  ENGLISH= 

=PETER  McCLAIN 

Polly 

Hannah 

Mary 

Mar.  Mary  Lake. 

B.  Feb.  17,  1767;  m. 

B.  Dec.  10,  i770;mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

(Ancestor  of  Dr. 

(1)  And.  Frambes,  1783; 

1791;  died  May  28, 

Isaac 

Thomas  Hickman. 

Elisha 

Arthur  Adams.) 

d.  May  2,  1849. 

1830. 

Smith. 

Smith. 
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Samuel  Clift,  Quaker,  from  Horsley, 

England 


THE  surname  of  Clift  is  a  vari¬ 
ant  of  Cliff  or  Clif,  the  latter 
being  the  most  ancient  form. 
The  surname  was  first  applied  to  a  man 
in  the  thirteenth  century  in  England, 
from  the  place  of  his  abode ;  hence  Clift 
or  Cliff  is  a  local  surname  meaning  at  the 
cliff ,  a  precipitous  rock  or  headland.  Since 
this  was  the  nature  of  the  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  man  first  to  bear  this  sur¬ 
name,  he  was  called  de  la  Cliff  and  del 
Cliff ,  as  several  early  examples  from  the 
Hundred  Rolls  of  1272,  quoted  in  A  Dic¬ 
tionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames 
(C.  W.  Bardsley,  1901)  show: 

Robert  de  la  Clif,  county  York,  1272. 
Thomas  del  Clif,  county  Suffolk,  1272. 

Johannes  del  Clife  1379,  Poll  tax,  West 
Riding,  Yorkshire,  p.  16. 

Thomas  del  Clif.  1379,  Poll  tax,  West 
Riding,  Yorkshire,  p.  29. 

Since  this  is  the  origin  of  the  name,  it 
is  probable  that  there  were  two,  if  not 
more,  separate  unrelated  families  in  Eng¬ 
land  bearing  the  same  surname.  This  is 
suggested  also  by  there  having  been  men 
bearing  the  surname  of  Cliff,  in  1272,  in 
the  widely  separated  counties  of  York¬ 
shire  and  Suffolk.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  learn  when  this  surname  first  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  county  of  Gloucester  in  the 
west  of  England,  or  to  trace  the  ancestry 


in  that  county  of  the  Samuel  Clift  of  the 
seventeenth  century  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  We  confine  our  attention  to  him,  his 
daughter  Hannah,  and  son-in-law,  Joseph 
English,  Junior,  all  of  whom  came  to 
America  before  the  arrival  of  William 
Penn  in  1682. 

George  Fox,  the  founder  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  otherwise  called  Quakers,  be¬ 
gan  his  work  in  England  about  the  year 
1650.  He  traveled  extensively  over  Eng¬ 
land,  and  very  rapidly  won  followers.  In 
various  places  in  which  he  visited  and 
preached,  organizations  called  Friends 
Meetings  sprang  up  5  these  meetings  were 
first  held  in  the  homes  of  the  converts. 
Small  meetinghouses,  however,  were 
gradually  erected  throughout  the  country 
after  about  the  first  twenty  years  of  Fox’s 
work.  Among  them  was  one  at  Nailsworth 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester  in  the  west  of 
England.  Nailsworth  was  then  a  tithing  in 
the  parish  of  Horsley,  and  adjoined  the 
parish  of  Avening.  At  this  time  England 
was,  religiously,  practically  under  the 
domination  of  the  state  church  called  the 
Church  of  England.  There  were  a  few 
Catholic  congregations,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  meetings  of  Puritan  Dissent¬ 
ers,  or  Nonconformists.  These  Noncon¬ 
formists,  who  began  settlements  in  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1 620,  did  not  build  churches  of  their 
own  in  England  during  the  seventeenth 
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Samuel  Clift ,  Quaker 


century  to  any  great  extent.  They  ob¬ 
tained,  for  a  time,  control  of  many  of  the 
parishes  of  the  Established  Church.  The 
Quakers,  however,  separated  absolutely 
from  the  Church  of  England,  and  were  at 
the  time  the  most  radical  of  the  religious 
sects  in  the  British  Isles.  They  defied  both 
the  state  and  the  church,  ignored  the  laws, 
and,  consequently,  suffered  many  and 
severe  penalties  for  the  sake  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  ideas. 

By  an  ordinance,  passed  by  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain,  for  punishing  blas¬ 
phemies  and  heresies,  dated  May  2,  1648, 
justices  of  the  county  courts  were  em¬ 
powered  to  commit  to  prison  all  such  per¬ 
sons  as  should  publish  and  maintain  that 
the  two  sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper  were  not  ordinances  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Word  of  God,  or  that  the 
baptizing  of  infants  was  unlawful  and 
void,  or  that  the  churches  of  England 
were  not  true  churches,  nor  their  ministers 
and  ordinances  true  ministers  and  ordi¬ 
nances,  or  that  the  use  of  arms  was  unlaw¬ 
ful,  or  that  a  man  was  bound  to  believe 
no  more  than  his  reason  could  compre¬ 
hend. 

There  also  was  in  force  a  previous  law 
requiring  the  payment  of  tithes  by  adult 
inhabitants.  This  taxation  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Church  of  England.  An¬ 
other  law,  then  of  long  standing,  was  for 
administering  the  oath  of  supremacy,  by 
which  every  male  adult  was  required  to 
testify  and  declare  in  his  conscience  that 
the  king  was  the  only  supreme  governor 
of  the  realm  of  England  and  of  the  do¬ 
minions  of  its  monarch,  as  well  in  all 
spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  things  or  causes 
as  temporal  j  and  that  no  foreign  prince 


or  prelate,  pope  or  potentate  had  or  ought 
to  have  any  jurisdiction  or  authority,  ec¬ 
clesiastical  or  spiritual,  within  the  same 
realm  and  dominions.  The  Quakers  came 
to  refuse  to  pay  tithe  and  to  take  this  oath. 
There  had  also  been  in  force  for  more 
than  a  generation  before  1657  a  law  re¬ 
quiring  every  person  to  attend  the  parish 
church  of  the  parish  in  which  he  resided, 
with  penalties  of  fine  and  of  imprison¬ 
ment  if  absence  continued  for  a  year.  This 
law  was  not  always  enforced.  These  laws 
were  directed  primarily  against  Papists, 
but  became  applicable  to  Quakers  when 
the  latter  became  active  after  1650.  Spe¬ 
cially  designed  for  “preventing  Mischiefs 
and  Dangers  that  may  arise  by  certain 
Persons  called  Quakers  and  others  refus¬ 
ing  to  take  lawful  Oaths,”  a  law  was 
enacted  in  1662/3,  forbidding  the  assem¬ 
bling  of  such  nonconformists  in  formal 
meetings  contrary  to  the  doctrine  and  in¬ 
stitution  of  the  Church  of  England,  deny¬ 
ing  such  persons  the  right  to  hold  public 
office,  and,  for  second  and  third  offenses, 
providing  for  banishment  to  His  Majes¬ 
ty’s  plantations  beyond  the  seas,  Virginia 
and  New  England  excepted.  No  married 
woman,  however,  was  to  be  transported 
unless  her  husband  was  also  convicted. 
These  laws  remained  in  effect  until  March 
J5>  1  ^7 1  / when  Charles  II  suspended 
the  penal  laws  in  matters  ecclesiastical. 

Sweeping  though  these  laws  were,  it  re¬ 
mained  for  the  rulers  of  the  American 
colonies  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  of 
Plymouth  to  inflict  yet  more  severe  pun¬ 
ishment  upon  the  Quakers  who  had 
sought  refuge  in  those  colonies.  As  to  con¬ 
ditions  in  England,  it  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  England  had  not  entirely  freed 
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herself  from  the  influence  of  the  Roman 
Church  }  that  a  large  Catholic  faction 
existed}  that  there  was  need  to  strengthen 
the  national  unity  for  the  security  of 
Protestantism.  The  laws  were  designed  to 
preserve  the  Church  and  to  perfect  its 
unity.  It  was  feared  that  if  Protestants 
were  divided  among  themselves,  Protes¬ 
tantism  would  weaken  when  it  needed  to 
grow  stronger. 

Among  the  many  men  in  England  who, 
soon  after  1650,  rose  up  to  defy  these 
laws  at  whatever  cost  to  themselves,  was 
Samuel  Clift  of  Avening  and  Horsley  in 
Gloucestershire.  Because  of  their  refusal 
to  obey  the  laws  of  their  country,  these 
men  were  deemed  in  England,  by  the  vast 
majority  of  its  inhabitants,  lawbreakers 
pure  and  simple  who  properly  should 
be  punished.  Now-a-days  in  America 
those  law-defiers  are  looked  on  as  mar¬ 
tyrs,  as  men  and  women  who  suffered  for 
a  principle  and  strove  for  the  attainment 
of  full  personal  liberty  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  official  records  of  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  Samuel  Clift  before  the  justices 
and  juries  of  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
England,  remain  to  be  examined  by 
whomsoever  will.  We  are  chiefly  con¬ 
cerned  with  him  as  an  emigrant  to  the 
western  bank  of  the  Delaware  River  in 
America.  His  religious  troubles  had  prac¬ 
tically  passed  before  he  left  England,  be¬ 
cause  the  penal  statutes  against  the  Quak¬ 
ers  and  others  were  suspended  in  1672} 
hence  he  did  not  come  to  America  to 
escape  what  some  American  writers  have 
since  enlarged  upon  as  “persecution.”  He 
came  partly  for  other  and  less  spiritual 
reasons.  It  was  as  one  of  a  very  radical 
and  very  small  minority  that  Samuel  Clift 


violated  the  laws  of  England.  Whether 
heroic  or  unwise,  he  had  no  just  cause  of 
complaint  at  having  the  laws  applied  to 
him.  He  was  not  persecuted,  nor  were  the 
other  Quakers  in  England  who  came  to 
America.  They  were  justly  'prosecuted  as 
a  matter  of  law  and  order.  He  was  pun¬ 
ished  in  1657  and  1660,  and  was  more  or 
less  suppressed  until  1672;  but,  in  the 
end,  the  cause  he  advocated  succeeded  in 
its  principal  objective — the  right  to  set  up 
a  rival  church.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
he  considered  himself  a  martyr,  or  that  he 
loudly  inveighed  against  the  will  of  the 
vast  majority  of  his  countrymen.  He  was 
a  passive  resister.  He  did  not  whine.  He 
simply  stood  his  ground  and  accepted  the 
consequences.  Admire  him  we  may  and 
must  for  his  firmness  and  fortitude,  but 
that  gives  us  no  warrant  to  repeat  the  de¬ 
lusion,  which  became  popular  after  the 
War  of  the  American  Revolution,  that 
our  forefathers  were  “persecuted”  and 
were  therefore  obliged  to  flee  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  “escape”  further  persecution.* 
Prosecuted  is  the  right  word. 

Samuel  Clift,  a  clothier  at  Avening, 

*  Among  the  tens  of  thousands  of  documents  and 
papers  of  the  thousands  of  early  settlers  of  America, 
rarely  does  one  find  any  expression  reflecting  a  dis¬ 
like  of  the  England  that  these  men  had  left,  or  any 
complaint  against  their  treatment  while  they  lived 
there.  On  the  contrary,  many  of  them  would  have 
been  glad  to  return  to  the  land  of  their  birth.  The 
schoolbook  history  of  the  settlement  of  the  British 
colonies  in  America  may  be  in  accord  with  the  ideas 
advanced  in  some  books  of  genealogy  and  in  Fourth- 
of-July  oratory,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  confirmation 
in  ancient  records  of  some  phases  of  those  concep¬ 
tions  of  early  conditions.  The  twenty-third  day  of 
July,  1640,  was  set  apart  by  the  church  authorities  of 
New  England  as  “a  day  of  Publicke  Humiliation,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Churches  in  behalf  of  our  native 
country  in  time  of  feared  dangers.”  The  formal  ad¬ 
dress  made  at  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  on  that  day, 
entitled  “New  England’s  teares  for  old  England’s 
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Gloucestershire,  England,  became  a  con¬ 
vert  of  George  Fox  very  soon  after  that 
Quaker  “firebrand,”  as  he  was  called, 
preached  in  Gloucestershire.  Clift  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  famous  book  entitled: 

A  Collection  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Peofle 
called  Quakers  for  the  Testimony  of  a  Good 
Conscience,  from  the  Time  of  their  being  first 
distinguished  by  that  Name  in  the  Year  1650, 
to  the  Time  of  the  Act,  commonly  called  the 
Act  of  Toleration,  granted  to  Protestant  Dis¬ 
senters  in  the  first  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King 
William  the  Third  and  Queen  Mary,  in  the 
Year  1689.  By  Josefh  Besse,  London,  1753. 

[/,  208.]  Glocestershire  Anno  1657.  .  .  . 
In  this  Year  also  Samuel  Clift ,  a  Clothier  of 
Avening,  was  by  a  Justice’s  Warrant  sent  to 
Glocester  Goal:  At  the  next  Quarter  Sessions 

feares,”  by  Rev.  William  Hooke,  eloquently  expressed 
the  general  sentiment  held  by  the  first  generation  of 
New  Englanders  for  their  native  land.  His  address 
closed  with  the  words: 

“And  let  us  never  goe  to  our  secrets  without  our 
censors  in  our  hands  for  old  England;  deare  England 
still  in  diverse  respects,  left  indeed  by  us  in  our  per¬ 
sons  but  never  yet  forsaken  in  our  affections.  The 
good  God  of  Heaven  have  mercy  upon  it  and  upon 
all  His  deare  people  and  servants  in  it,  for  Christ,  His 
sake,  Amen.”  This  address  was  “Sent  to  a  Worthy 
Member  of  the  honorable  House  of  Commons  who 
desires  it  may  be  for  publike  good.”  The  address  was 
published  in  London  in  1641,  and  the  member  of 
parliament  wrote  the  following  words  as  a  part  of 
a  preface  to  the  volume: 

“It  was  once  imputed  to  Anaxagoras,  that  hee  cared 
not  for  his  country,  because  hee  seemed  to  be  little 
moved  with  the  ruins  thereof.  This  cannot  be  im¬ 
puted  to  our  bretheren  of  New  England;  for  they 
not  seeing,  nor  hearing  of,  only  fearing  the  ruins  of 
this  our  country,  were  deeply  affected  with  it — a  sign 
they  love  us.  Some  have  applied  that  of  the  Apostle 
to  them  ( John  2:19)  They  went  out  from  us  because 
they  were  not  of  us;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us  they 
would  no  doubt  have  continued  with  us,  but  how 
falsely  it  is  applyed  this  sermon  doth  discover;  for 
certainly  they  are  of  us,  though  they  be  gone  from 
us,  and  if  they  were  not  of  us  their  affections  would 
not  have  so  continued  to  us  as  to  fast  and  pray  for 
us.  Amor  foscit  amorem.  Let  our  affections  be  en¬ 
deared  to  them.  Vale.^ 


he  was  indicted,  for  that  he  did  by  IV ord , 
Deed ,  and  Overture ,  voluntarily  and  mali¬ 
ciously  molest  and  interruft  Samuel  Hearn, 
Clerk ,  in  the  Time  of  Divine  Service ,  and  ofen 
Praying  and  Preaching:  But  upon  his  Trial  it 
appeared,  that  he  did  neither  act  nor  speak  any 
Thing,  but  stood  still  all  the  Time,  wherefore 
the  Jury  acquitted  him.  The  Justice,  who  com¬ 
mitted  him,  enraged  at  his  coming  before  him 
with  his  Hat  on,  struck  him  several  Times; 
and  an  officious  Constable  before  that,  set  him 
in  the  Stocks  without  any  Warrant  for  so  do¬ 
ing:  The  innocent  Man  patiently  bore  these 
lawless  indignities  without  seeking  to  avenge 
himself,  but  committed  his  Cause  to  him  who 
judgeth  righteously. 

[P.  210.]  1660.  Many  sent  to  Prison.  On 
the  1st  of  the  Month  called  June ,  John  Giles 
and  Samuel  Clift  taken  at  Meeting  in  Gloces¬ 
ter,  were  sent  to  Prison. 

[P.  215.]  1662.  November.  On  the  9th 
Samuel  Clift  [and  twenty-eight  others]  were 
taken  from  a  Meeting  at  Cirencester  by  Sol¬ 
diers,  and  carried  to  the  Marshall’s  Prison  till 
the  15th,  when  Commissioners  returned  them 
back  to  Prison  for  refusing  to  take  the  Oaths 
[of  fealty  to  the  Crown  and  loyalty  to  the 
Church] . 

Thus  Samuel  Clift  attended  a  service  in 
the  church  of  a  Gloucestershire  parish  and 
stood  up  when  others  remained  seated, 
apparently  in  some  silent  protest  against 
the  service  in  progress,  or  against  the 
church  as  a  whole,  or  as  against  lawful 
restriction  against  his  attending  Quaker 
meetings.  The  records  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  at  Gloucester  may  shed 
further  light  on  this  case. 

The  oldest  Clift  will  now  on  file  in  the 
consistory  court  of  the  bishop  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  is  the  will  of  Thomas  Clift  of  Uley,  a 
tucker  (cloth  worker),  dated  July  27, 
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1597,  proved  April  22,  1598,  bequeath¬ 
ing  a  “fullars  press”  to  his  son  Henry, 
and  naming  the  testator’s  wife  Elizabeth 
as  executrix  and  residuary  legatee.  Samuel 
Clift,  the  emigrant,  may  be  the  Samuel 
named  in  the  will  of  Augustine  “Clyffe” 
of  Dursley,  the  parish  adjoining  Avening 
and  Horsley: 

[ Probate  Registry ,  Gloucester ,  England ]  : 

Abstract  of  the  will  of  Augustine  Clyffe  of 
Dursley,  County  Gloucester,  Clothier,  dated 
February  11,  1604(5) 

To  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Dursley. 
I  give  to  Griffith  Clyffe  my  son  £20.  To  Hugh 
Clyffe  my  son  £20. 

To  Thomas  my  son  £15.  To  Marie  Clyffe 
my  daughter  £25  at  21  or  marriage 

To  Samuel  Clyffe  my  son  £20  at  21,  Ed¬ 
ward  Fratman  of  Cam  to  have  [missing 
words]  of  Marie  my  daughter 

Judith  my  Wife  [Residuary  legatee  &  ex¬ 
ecutrix].  Mr  Estcourt  [landlord  mentioned]. 
Overseers,  Tho.  Tullie  &  Thomas  Turner 
Witnesses  Tho.  Tullie,  Clerk.  Thomas 
Turner,  Hugh  Fleming,  &  Nicholas 
Smy[ — ].  [No  date  of  proof  left  on  this 
will]. 

Augustine  Clyffe  also  had  a  son  Augus¬ 
tine  “Clift,”  not  named  in  the  will — per¬ 
haps  a  posthumous  son.  This  son’s  will, 
dated  at  Dursley  April  10,  1674,  proved 
June  6,  1674,  bequeaths  to  his  wife  Joan, 
and  his  brother  Griffith  Clift.  Another  son 
of  Augustine  Clyffe,  Senior,  Hugh  Clift, 
died  previous  to  Augustine  Clift,  Junior, 
viz.: 

[ Probate  Registry ,  Gloucester ,  England ]  : 

Abstract  of  will  of  Hewge  Clift  of  Cam, 
County  Gloucester,  Broadweaver,  dated  De¬ 
cember  6,  1664 

To  my  daughter  Susanah  Clif  £40.  To  my 


daughter  Sarah  Minet  now  wife  of  John 
Minet  the  younger  20  shillings.  Executrix,  My 
now  Wife  Sarah  Clift. 

Overseers.  John  Minet  of  Cam  (the  elder) 
&  Augustine  Clift  of  Dursley 

Hew  Clift  X  his  mark 

Witnesses  Augustine  Clift  John  Clift  X 
Thomas  Clift 

Proved  at  Gloucester  September  24,  1665. 

Two  of  the  three  witnesses  to  this  will 
were  the  testator’s  brothers,  Augustine 
Clift  and  Thomas  Clift.  Neither  Hugh, 
Augustine,  nor  Thomas  was  a  Quaker, 
and  that  fact  may  account  for  the  absence 
from  the  will  of  their  Quaker  brother, 
Samuel  Clift.  As  Samuel  was  the  child 
named  last  in  the  will  of  their  father, 
Augustine  Clyffe,  he  may  have  been  very 
young  in  1605  when  that  will  was  written. 
Especially  is  this  likely  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Samuel  married  a  second  wife  in 
1667,  prepared  to  emigrate  to  America  in 
1676,  and  died  there  in  1683.  Samuel 
Rudder’s  A  New  History  of  the  County 
of  Gloucester  (1779)  states  that  the  reg¬ 
isters  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials 
of  the  parish  church  of  Horsley,  begin  in 
the  eighteenth  century.  Recent  inquiry  re¬ 
veals  that  they  are  now  preserved  from 
the  year  1587,  while  the  similar  registers 
at  Avening  exist  from  1557.  Doubtless 
these  original  manuscript  records  will 
yield  further  evidence  as  to  the  family  of 
Clift  and  in  regard  to  the  family  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Clift’s  son-in-law,  Joseph  English, 
who  lived  in  America  with  Samuel  Clift. 
Rudder’s  history,  constructed  strictly 
upon  the  lines  of  the  social  caste  of  that 
time,  refers  to  Avening,  where  Samuel 
Clift  was  a  clothier  in  1657  [p-  244l : 
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This  parish  consists  chiefly  of  arable,  with 
some  wood  lands  and  pasture  ground.  The 
clothing  business  furnishes  employment  for 
some  of  the  inhabitants.  [P.  245.]  Nails- 
worth,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  westward  from 
the  church,  is  a  populous  tithing  containing 
upwards  of  sixty  houses. 

[P.  502.]  Horsley,  14  miles  south  of 
Gloucester  [city].  There  are  in  this  parish, 
more  especially  where  some  of  the  houses  are 
built,  several  dingles  and  narrow  bottoms,  with 
hanging  woods  and  verdant  slopes,  which  give 
it  a  romantic  appearance,  not  easily  to  be  de¬ 
scribed.  .  .  .  The  cloathing  business  hath  en¬ 
couraged  great  numbers  of  families  to  settle 
here  .  .  .  Tithings — Nailsworth. 

Some  of  the  children  of  Samuel  Clift 
by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth,  were  born  be¬ 
fore  he  became  a  Quaker.  The  earliest 
record  of  his  connection  with  the  Society 
of  Friends  is  dated  February  2,  1650/1; 
thus  he  was  a  Quaker  from  the  beginning 
of  Quakerism  in  Gloucestershire.  Nails¬ 
worth,  on  the  borders  of  Avening  and 
Horsley,  was  the  first  place  of  meeting 
for  the  Quakers  of  this  region.  The  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Society  of  Friends  are  extant 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Meeting,  which 
held  monthly  sessions  at  Nailsworth.  This 
meeting  was  the  center  of  a  district  in 
which  were  several  villages ;  the  Quakers 
residing  within  that  area  thus  figure  in  the 
records  of  the  meeting,  though  some  of 
them  resided  at  a  distance  from  Nails¬ 
worth,  which  was  not  a  parish  then.  Sam¬ 
uel  Clift,  referred  to  in  the  records  of  this 
meeting,  received  from  it  a  certificate  of 
removal  to  Burlington  in  New  Jersey. 
These  records  reveal  that  he  was  twice 
married.  In  the  register  of  burials  for  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Friends  for 


Gloucester  (which  meeting  had  jurisdic¬ 
tion  practically  over  all  Gloucestershire), 
is  recorded  the  burial  of  his  first  wife: 

Elizabeth  Clift  of  Shortwood,  wife  of  Sam¬ 
uel,  buried  ix  day,  9  mo.,  1666.  [November]. 
[Nailsworth  Monthly  Meeting  made  this  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Gloucester  Quarterly  Meeting, 
which  means  that  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Nailsworth  Meeting.] 

The  marriage  records  of  Nailsworth 
Monthly  Meeting  show: 

Samuel  Clift  of  Shortwood,  parish  of  Hors¬ 
ley,  married  Joane  Betterby  of  Hampton 
Roade,  County  of  Gloucester,  4th  day  2 
month,  1667  [April]. 

Shortwood  was  the  name  of  a  hamlet  or 
estate  in  the  parish  of  Horsley.  Today  it 
remains  much  the  same  as  when  Samuel 
Clift  lived  there  in  one  of  its  ancient 
houses.  The  births  of  some  of  the  children 
of  Samuel  Clift  were  reported  by  the 
Nailsworth  Monthly  Meeting  to  the 
Gloucester  Quarterly  Meeting  which  kept 
a  register  of  births  for  the  children  of  the 
Quakers  of  Gloucestershire.  These  rec¬ 
ords  are  separate  from  the  official  records 
of  Horsley  parish  kept  by  law  by  the  vicar 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  church 
of  that  parish  j  these  parish  records  have 
not  been  examined  for  Clifts.  The  keep¬ 
ing  of  parish  records  first  began  by  legal 
requirement  in  England  in  1538 j  the 
Quaker  records  seldom  go  back  of  1650. 
These  latter  give  some  of  the  children  of 
Samuel  Clift  by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth, 
born  after  he  became  a  Quaker: 

Jonathan  Clift,  born  2  day,  12  mo.,  1650 
[February],  son  of  Samuel  of  Nailsworth 
Meeting. 
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Sarah  Clift,  born  3  mo.  1655  [May],  at 
Horsley,  daughter  of  Samuel  of  Horsley. 

Patience  Clift,  born  31  day,  10  mo.,  1657 
[December],  at  Avening,  daughter  of  Samuel. 

Antipas  Clift,  born  I  day,  2  mo.,  1660 
[April],  son  of  Samuel. 

Giddeon  Clift,  born  7  day,  2  mo.,  1662 
[April],  son  of  Samuel. 

Hope  Clift,  born  24  day,  8  mo.,  1664  [Oc¬ 
tober],  daughter  of  Samuel  of  Horsley. 

Ann  Clift,  born  14  day,  12  mo.,  1662 
[February],  daughter  of  John. 

The  birth  of  Hannah  Clift,  Samuel’s 
daughter  who  married  Joseph  English, 
Junior,  probably  occurred  before  the  be¬ 
ginning,  in  1650,  of  the  birth  records  of 
the  Gloucester  Quarterly  Meeting ;  in 
which  case  it  should  appear  in  the  parish 
records  of  Horsley  or  Avening.  The  mar¬ 
riage  records  of  Nailsworth  Monthly 
Meeting  give  the  marriage  of  the  afore¬ 
said  Jonathan  Clift,  son  of  Samuel: 

Jonathan  Clift  of  Parish  of  Avening  Co. 
of  Gloucester  married  Alice  Sill  of  Avening, 
16  day,  8  mo.,  1672  [October]. 

This  Jonathan  Clift  died  at  Kingswood 
in  Gloucestershire  after  his  father  had 
gone  to  America.  Letters  of  administra¬ 
tion  on  his  estate  were  granted  on  March 
22,  1691,  to  Edward  Marling  of  Owlpen, 
Gent.,  the  principal  creditor.  Similar  let¬ 
ters  had  been  granted  in  1686  on  the 
goods  of  an  Alice  Clift  to  William  Webb 
as  creditor.  The  register  of  burials  kept 
by  the  Gloucester  Quarterly  Meeting  has 
five  Clift  entries: 

Mary  Clift  died  10  day,  2  mo.,  1660 
[April],  daughter  of  Samuel  of  Nailsworth 
Monthly  Meeting. 

Antipas  Clift  died  3  day,  1  mo.,  1661 


399 

[March],  son  of  Samuel  of  Nailsworth 
Monthly  Meeting. 

Jonathan  Clift  died  21  day,  5  mo.,  1661 
[July],  son  of  Philip  of  Nailsworth  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Patience  Clift  buried  22  day,  10  mo.,  1673 
[December],  daughter  of  Samuel. 

Sarah  Clift  buried  6  day,  5  mo.,  1676 
[July],  daughter  of  Samuel  of  Nailsworth 
Monthly  Meeting. 

The  foregoing  records  of  the  Nails¬ 
worth  Monthly  Meeting  and  of  the 
Gloucester  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Friends  are  preserved  at  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Offices  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
Devonshire  House,  136  Bishopsgate, 
London,  E.C.,  England.  The  minutes  of 
the  Nailsworth  Meeting  are  not  preserved 
in  London,  but  may  be  found  elsewhere, 
together  with  the  minutes  of  the  Glouces¬ 
ter  Quarterly  Meeting.  In  the  records  of 
the  Friends  Meeting  at  Burlington,  Bur¬ 
lington  County,  New  Jersey  ( Book  A,  p. 
6),  under  the  heading  of  “Removals  to 
Burlington  Meeting,”  there  is  recorded  a 
certificate  brought  to  Burlington,  New 
Jersey,  by  Samuel  Clift  from  England.  It 
was  granted  to  him  by  the  Men’s 
Monthly  Meeting  held  at  Nailsworth, 
Gloucestershire,  England,  which  certifi¬ 
cate  was  dated  “13th  1st  mo.  1676,” 
(March  13,  1676/7),  and  states  that 
Samuel  Clift,  a  member  of  the  Friends 
Meeting  at  Nailsworth,  had  decided  “to 
goe  for  New  Jersey.”  The  letter  in  full 
reads: 

Deare  ffriends  and  Bretheren  unto  whom 
this  paper  may  come,  we  at  our  mens  Meeting 
understanding  of  an  Intent  of  (the  Bearer 
hereof)  Samuell  Clift,  to  goe  for  New  Jer¬ 
sey  we  have  made  Inquiry  into  his  State  and 


400 


Samuel  Clift ,  Quaker 


Condition  and  we  jfinde  nothing  on  his  part 
that  may  anyway  tend  to  reproach  ye  blessed 
Truth  of  our  God,  account  it  our  duty  to  Cer- 
tifie  you  yt  we  have  noe  just  ground  to  ob¬ 
struct  him  in  his  intended  Journey,  he  being 
Cleare  in  himself  (as  he  saith  he  is)  and  that 
he  parteth  from  us  in  the  unity  and  Love  of 
friends,  and  soe  commending  him  to  you,  we 
commit  him  and  his  family  to  the  protection 
of  ye  Almighty  God,  and  with  our  dear  loves 
to  you  in  the  unchaingeable  Truth  we  rest 
your  ffriends  and  Bretheren  ffrom  our  Mens 
monthly  meeting  held  at  Naylsworth  in  ye 
County  of  Gloucester  13th  1st  mo.  1676. 

Robt  Shewster.  Thomas  Daniell, 

Richard  Smith,  John  Pill,  William 

Wilkins,  John  Beard  John  Wakely 

Robt  Langley 

He  brought  this  letter  with  him  from 
his  meeting  in  England,  a  letter  of  intro¬ 
duction  and  commendation,  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Society  of  Friends  which  was 
just  then  being  established  at  Burlington 
on  the  Delaware  River  in  West  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  The  exact  date  of  Samuel  Clift’s  ar¬ 
rival  at  Burlington  cannot  be  fixed  more 
definitely  between  the  date  of  the  certifi¬ 
cate  and  the  first  records  of  him  at  Bur¬ 
lington  in  1678.  At  the  making  of  these 
latter  entries,  he  had  been  at  Burlington 
for  some  time;  hence  he  may  be  regarded 
as  a  first  settler  there.  On  page  218  of 
Book  A  of  the  Friends  Meeting  records 
at  Burlington,  it  is  recorded  that  Samuel 
Clift  and  his  wife  Joane  were  present  at 
the  marriage  at  Burlington,  “11  mo.  10” 
(January  10),  1678/9,  of  Henry  Reyn¬ 
olds  and  Prudence  Clayton,  and  signed 
their  names  as  witnesses  to  the  marriage 
certificate.  On  page  218  of  the  same  Book 
A,  Samuel  Clift’s  name  is  recorded  as  a 


witness  to  the  marriage  certificate,  “2  mo. 
10”  (April  10),  1679,  of  Robert  Zane 
and  Alis  Alday  (said  to  have  been  an  In¬ 
dian  girl).  On  page  213  of  the  same  Book 
A,  Samuel  Clift’s  name  is  recorded  as  a 
witness,  “2  mo.  19”  (April  19),  1681,  to 
the  marriage  certificate  of  Richard  Arnoll 
and  Sarah  Chamberlin.  These  records 
sufficiently  established  the  places  of  his 
abode  in  the  vicinity  of  Nailsworth  in 
England,  and  Burlington,  New  Jersey. 
Thomas  Oliver,  who  has  been  extolled  by 
the  historians  as  a  leader  among  the 
Quakers  who  founded  Burlington,  and 
Samuel  Clift  are  recorded  as  follows: 

At  the  cort  at  Burlington,  Aug.  3d  1680. 
Sam11  Ciffe  Complaines  agst  Tho:  olive  for 
takeing  &  unjustly  detayning  a  Gunne  of  ye 
said  Samuel’s,  to  which  ye  deft  pleads  not 
guilty,  whereupon  Issue  is  Joyned:  But  before 
ye  Jury  bring  in  their  Virdict  ye  PB  &  Deft 
referre  it:  &  agreed. 

The  following  letter  printed  in  Smith’s 
History  of  New  Jersey  is  introduced  as 
giving  a  picture  of  conditions  among  the 
first  arrivals  at  Burlington: 

From  Burlingtoriy  in  Delaware  River , 

the  26th  of  the  8th  month}  i6jj. 
Dear  Friend, 

Through  the  mercy  of  God,  we  are  safely 
arrived  at  New-Jersey;  my  wife  and  all  mine 
are  very  well,  and  we  have  our  healths  rather 
better  here  than  we  had  in  England;  indeed 
the  country  is  so  good,  that  I  do  not  see  how  it 
can  reasonably  be  found  fault  with:  As  far  as 
I  perceive,  all  the  things  we  heard  of  it  in 
England,  are  very  true ;  and  I  wish  that  many 
people  (that  are  in  straits)  in  England,  were 
here.  Here  is  good  land  enough  lies  void, 
would  serve  many  thousands  of  families;  and 
we  think  if  they  cannot  live  here,  they  can 
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hardly  live  in  any  place  in  the  world;  but  we 
do  not  desire  to  persuade  any  to  come,  but  such 
as  are  well  satisfied  in  their  own  minds.  A 
town  lot  is  laid  out  for  us  in  Burlington,  which 
is  a  convenient  place  for  trade;  it  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  up  the  river  Delaware; 
the  country  and  air  seems  to  be  very  agreeable 
to  our  bodies,  and  we  have  very  good  stomachs 
to  our  victuals;  Here  is  plenty  of  provision  in 
the  country;  plenty  of  fish  and  fowl,  and  good 
venison  very  plentiful,  and  much  better  than 
ours  in  England;  for  it  eats  not  so  dry,  but  is 
full  of  gravy,  like  fat  young  beef.  You  that 
come  after  us  need  not  fear  the  trouble  that 
we  have  had,  for  now  here  is  land  ready 
divided  against  you  come;  The  Indians  are 
very  loving  to  us,  except  here  and  there  one, 
when  they  have  gotten  strong  liquors  in  their 
heads,  which  they  now  greatly  love;  But  for 
the  country,  in  short,  I  like  it  very  well;  and 
I  do  believe,  that  this  river  of  Delaware  is  as 
good  a  river  as  most  in  the  world;  It  exceeds 
the  river  of  Thames  by  many  degrees. 

Here  is  a  town  laid  out  for  twenty  prop¬ 
erties,  and  a  straight  line  drawn  from  the  river 
side  up  the  land,  which  is  to  be  the  main  street, 
and  a  market  place  about  the  middle.  The 
Yorkshire  ten  proprietors  are  to  build  on  one 
side,  and  the  London  ten  the  other  side;  and 
they  have  ordered  one  street  to  be  made  along 
the  river  side,  which  is  not  divided  with  the 
rest,  but  in  small  lots  by  itself;  and  every  one 
that  hath  any  part  in  a  propriety,  is  to  have  his 
share  in  it.  The  town  lots  for  every  propriety 
will  be  about  ten  or  eleven  acres,  which  is 
only  for  a  house,  orchard  and  gardens;  and 
the  corn  and  pasture  ground  is  to  be  laid  out 
in  great  quantities. 

I  am  they  loving  friend, 

John  Crips. 

John  Cripps  died  a  few  years  after 
writing  this  letter,  whereupon  Joseph 
English  purchased  his  estate.  In  Ameri¬ 


can  history  the  May-flower  and  the  names 
of  its  passengers  to  Plymouth  Rock  in 
1620  are  immortal ;  the  Welcome  and  its 
company  headed  by  William  Penn  in 
1682  are  likewise  imperishable}  the 
founders  of  Burlington  in  1677,  though 
fewer  in  number  and  unattended  across 
the  sea  by  any  famous  personage,  are  no 
less  entitled  to  honor  and  remembrance 
though  they  have  been  less  appreciated  as 
men,  as  pioneers,  and  as  religious  heroes. 
Samuel  Clift,  his  wife  Joane,  his  (not 
her)  daughter  Hannah,  and  the  latter’s 
husband,  Joseph  English,  Junior,  may 
have  come  to  America  in  the  ship  Kent , 
which  arrived  in  the  Delaware  River  on 
August  16,  1677,  or  in  the  Willing  Mind, 
which  arrived  about  the  same  time. 

At  Doylestown,  Bucks  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  Deed  Book  No.  2,  Volume  I, 
page  57,  is  recorded  a  deed  from  Joseph 
English,  Junior,  to  Thomas  Brock  and 
Anthony  Burton,  for  land  in  Bucks 
County, 

which  said  land  is  part  of  a  Tract  of  land  layd 
out  to  Samuel  Clift  aforesaid  by  a  warrant 
from  Sr.  Edmund  Andrews  [Andros]  Gov- 
ernour  of  New  York,  dated  the  ....  day  of 

. and  by  vertue  of  the  same  seated 

and  Improved  by  the  said  Samuel  Clift. 

This  deed  is  dated  “the  Twentieth  day  of 
the  Twelfth  month”  (February  20), 
1695.  On  page  38  of  the  History  of 
Bucks  County ,  Pennsylvania ,  by  W.  W. 
H.  Davis,  1876,  occurs  the  statement: 

In  1680  Sir  Edmond  Andros  conveyed  to 
Samuel  Clift,  a  Friend  living  at  Burlington,  a 
tract  of  262  acres  covering  the  site  of  Bris¬ 
tol,  who  probably,  or  soon  after,  became  a 
resident  of  the  county. 
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This  conveyance,  occurring  before  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn  came  to  America  and  before  he 
had  acquired  from  the  King  of  England 
complete  jurisdiction  and  authority  over 
what  became  the  province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  effected  by  Sir  Edmond  An¬ 
dros,  because,  in  1680,  he  claimed  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  province  of  New  York 
and  the  territory  lying  to  the  west  thereof, 
the  original  English  title  to  which  terri¬ 
tory  outlying  to  the  west  was  vested  in  the 
Duke  of  York,  Andros  having  authority 
to  encourage  settlers  and  to  give  warrants 
to  them  for  lands  more  or  less  unex¬ 
plored.  Andros  had  effected,  in  1675,  an 
understanding  with  four  Indian  chiefs  for 
freedom  to  enter  upon  lands  in  what  later 
became  the  townships  of  Bristol,  Falls, 
and  Lower  Makefield,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Delaware  River  in  what  became  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Andros  acted  as 
agent  for  the  Duke  of  York.  Andros  was 
brought  up  in  the  royal  family,  being  a 
son  of  the  Master  of  Ceremonies  to  King 
Charles  I.  It  is  likely  that  Samuel  Clift 
journeyed  from  the  Delaware  to  New 
York  to  obtain  the  land  warrant.  Proof 
that  such  a  grant  or  warrant  was  made  to 
Samuel  Clift  is  found  in  the  following 
record: 

[Pennsylvania  Archives ,  Second  Series ,  XIX, 

194]: 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Property  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania.  Minute  Book  G: 

At  a  Session  of  the  Commissioners  at 
Philada,  the  19th  of  the  9th  month  1701.  Post 
Merid. 

Samuel  Clift,  being  in  Vertue  of  a  Grant 
from  New  York  (as  is  and  has  been  on  all 
hands  concluded)  and  admitted  possessed  of 
a  Parcel  of  Land  on  Bristol  over  against  Bur¬ 


lington,  as  the  Proprietors  approval  by  deed 
Poll  dated  23d  9th  Month  1682,  Conveyed  to 
Richard  Dungworth  fifty  Acres  of  Land,  part 
of  the  aforesaid,  Scituate  on  the  Mill  Creek 
below  the  said  Dungworth’s  Dwelling  house 
[etc.]. 

The  original  warrant  issued  by  Andros 
to  Samuel  Clift  is  not  recorded  among  the 
records  now  preserved  at  the  State  Capi¬ 
tol,  Albany,  New  York}  nor  is  it  to  be 
found  in  the  state  archives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  It  may  be  recorded  in  England. 
The  original  survey,  however,  made  in  all 
probability  in  1680,  was  turned  over  by 
Clift  to  William  Penn  after  his  arrival  in 
America  in  1682,  and  is  now  on  file  in  the 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs  at  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania.  It  was  made  by 
Philip  Pocock,  a  surveyor,  who  derived 
his  authority  from  Sir  Edmond  Andros, 
Governor  of  New  York.  The  original  sur¬ 
vey  is  filed  under  No.  77  of  “Old  Rights” 
in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  at  Harris¬ 
burg.  The  262  acres  of  land  comprising 
this  survey  covers  a  part  of  what  is  now 
Bristol,  on  the  Delaware  River.  This  sur¬ 
vey  is,  in  all  probability,  as  old  as  any  now 
extant  for  that  region  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Mill  Creek,  which  formed  the  west¬ 
ern  boundary  of  Samuel  Clift’s  land,  is 
called  Clift’s  Creek  on  the  survey.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  Samuel  Clift  was 
the  first  white  man  who  ever  lived  upon 
that  land.  His  house  there  must  have  been 
made  merely  of  logs  at  first,  and  he  made 
the  original  clearings.  Between  two  and 
three  years  after  the  date  of  this  survey, 
Thomas  Holmes,  as  Surveyor  General  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  or¬ 
der  of  Governor  and  Proprietor  William 
Penn,  made  a  survey  of  that  entire  part 
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of  Bucks  County.  A  reproduction  of  this 
survey  is  in  Davis’  History  of  Bucks 
County ,  showing  on  the  southern  point  of 
Samuel  Clift’s  land,  near  where  Clift’s 
Creek  joins  the  Delaware  River,  the 
words  “Ferry  House.”  The  ferry  at  this 
point  was  to  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  less 
than  a  mile  away;  and  Samuel  Clift  is  the 
first  man  known  to  have  maintained  that 
ferry.  It  was  the  principal  point  for  cross¬ 
ing  the  Delaware  River  by  persons  jour¬ 
neying  to  or  from  New  York  into  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Maryland.  The  second  sur¬ 
vey  is  preserved  at  the  Department  of 
Internal  Affairs  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  among  the  “Old  Rights”  in  Bucks 
County,  being  No.  78.  It  is  dated  on  the 
back  “9th  of  the  fifth  month”  (July  9), 
1683.  This  survey  served  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  by  William  Penn  of  Clift’s  Old 
Right  as  an  “old  Renter”  from  Governor 
Andros.  The  date  of  this  survey  was 
shortly  before  Samuel  Clift’s  death  and 
after  he  had  made  his  will  describing 
himself  as  “very  weak  in  body”;  it  shows 
the  thirty  acres  which  Clift  had  set  off  to 
his  son-in-law,  Joseph  English,  Junior, 
as  well  as  thirty-seven  acres  set  off  to  John 
White,  thirty-five  acres  to  Francis  Rosell, 
fifty  acres  to  Edmond  Bennett.  Clift’s 
Creek  came  to  be  called  Mill  Creek  after 
his  death. 

On  page  38  of  the  History  of  Bucks 
County  by  W.  W.  H.  Davis,  it  is  stated 
that  Samuel  Clift’s  land  at  Bristol 

was  bounded  by  Mill,  then  Bliss’s  creek,  the 
Delaware  and  Griffith  Jones’s  land.  It  was 
survyed  by  Philip  Pocock  at  the  purchase;  but 
again  under  a  warrant  in  1683  when  it  was 
found  to  contain  274  acres. 


On  Reed’s  map  of  1706  the  landholders 
who  were  on  the  west  side  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  River  before  William  Penn  acquired 
title  to  lands  afterward  in  Pennsylvania, 
are  called  “Old  Renters,”  of  whom,  of 
course,  there  were  only  a  few  besides 
Samuel  Clift  and  his  son-in-law,  Joseph 
English,  Junior.  These  men  were  pio¬ 
neers,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  on 
the  western  side  of  the  Delaware  River. 
Samuel  Clift’s  land  continued  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  for  twenty  years  after  his  death, 
in  the  minutes  of  William  Penn’s  board 
of  property,  viz.: 

[ Pennsylvania  Ar chives ,  Second  Series ,  Vol. 

XIX]: 

Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Property  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  p.  56. 

Minute  Book  D, 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commiss’rs  27th  iobr, 
1690.  Present  Wm  Markham,  Rt.  Turner, 
John  Goodson,  Sam’l  Carpenter. 

John  White  of  Bucks  County  this  Day 
bought  of  the  Commiss’rs  37  acres  of  land 
which  was  the  over  pluss  of  Sam’l  Cliff’s,  the 
price  £9  Silver  to  be  paid  on  the  7th  Day  of 
the  Next  1 2th  Month. 

[P.  61.]  I4TH  OF  1 2TH  Mo.,  1690-1. 
Capt.  Markham  Reports  that  he  had  received 
of  John  White  of  Nesheminah  Creek  nine 
pounds,  it  being  for  thirty  seven  Acres  of  land, 
being  part  of  the  overpluss  land  of  Sam’l 
Clift’s  in  Bucks. 

[P.  236.]  Minute  Book  G.  At  a  Session 
of  the  Commissioners  at  Philadelphia  the  5th 
Day  of  the  11th  Month,  1701.  David  Lloyd, 
for  himself  and  Isaac  Norris,  Ex’ors  of  T. 
Lloyd’s  Will,  produces  a  Deed  from  Ann 
Salter  dated  1st,  4th,  1685,  for  a  Tract  of 
60  acres  and  another  Tract  of  one  hundred 
acres,  both  in  Bristol  Township,  Coun.  Bucks, 
sold  by  her  to  Tho.  Lloyd  being  part  of  Sam’l 
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Clift’s  old  Rent  Land.  The  60  acres  she  pur¬ 
chased  by  Deed  dated  the  7br,  ’84  of  Walter 
Pomfry,  who  by  deed  dated  23rd  8br,  1682 
purchased  the  same  of  Sam’l  Clift’s. 

The  other  Tract  of  100  acres  she  purchased 
by  deed  dated  17th  3  mo.  1684  of  Morgan 
Drewitt,  who  in  the  last  said  deed  is  recited  to 
have  purchased  the  same  of  Sam’l  Clift,  being 
part  of  his  274  acres  resurveyed  to  him  by  a 
Gen’l  Warr’t  from  the  Prop’ry  dated  14th 
4  mo  1683.  By  the  said  Warr’t  there  was  Re¬ 
surveyed  to  all  the  Old  Settlers  there  who  took 
up  land  before  the  Propr’s  arrivall  att  a  bushell 
of  wheat  p’r  100  Rent,  as  follows: 

To  Edm’d  Bennett  321  Acres,  To  John 
Otter  200  Acres,  To  Will’m  Stanford  164 
Acres,  To  Sam’l  Clift  274  Acres. 

[P.  2 5 3.]  Minute  Book  G:  At  a  Session 
of  the  Commiss’rs  at  Philad’a  the  21st  of  the 
nth  Month  1701. 

Samuel  Carpenter  having  produced  in  the 
secre’es  office,  before  the  Prop’rs  Departure  a 
Patent  dated  19th  20  Mo.  1694  for  200 
acres  .  .  .  also  a  Copy  of  a  Return  of  Survey 
dated  6th  5  Mo.  1691  in  pursuance  of  the 
Gov’rs  Warr’t  dated  25th  5  Mo  1684  for  25 
acres  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  being  part  of 
the  overplus  of  Sam’l  Clift’s  Land,  laid  out 
to  Francis  and  Michael  Rossel*  the  same  day 
of  the  war’t  also  a  Deed  dated  1st  6  Mo.  1698 
from  Thos.  Brock  for  8a’s  being  parcel  of  30 
acres  Left  by  Sam’l  Clift  his  Will  dated  23rd 
9  Mo.  1682  to  his  Son  Joseph  English,  who 
sold  3  acres  thereof  to  Francis  Rossel  and  the 
other  27  a’s  to  s’d  Brock  .  .  .  said  S.C.  re¬ 
quests  a  Patent.  .  .  .  He  produced  also  a  Deed 
Poll  dated  1 6th  4  Mo.  1696  from  Peter  White 
and  his  Wife,  Daughter  of  Joseph  English, 
for  about  3  acres  and  y2  appurtenant  to  the 

*  Proud’s  History  of  Pennsylvania  (1797),  /,  69, 
states:  “In  the  ‘Endeavour’  of  London,  a  ketch,  George 
Thorp,  master,  arrived  at  Chester  29,  7  mo.  1683. 
Fran  Rosell  of  Maxfield  in  Cheshire  in  Old  England, 
Millinr  [probably  not  a  milliner,  but  a  milner  or 
miller]  michall  Rosell  of  same  place,  husbandman.” 


Mill  Land  but  not  Contiguous  to  the  above, 
who  [i.e.  s’d  English]  marrying  the  Daughter 
to  Samll  Cliff  became  heir  to  one  Moiety  of 
his  Lands  Left  in  this  Province  upon  the  Death 
of  Said  Cliff’s  son  in  England,  declared  heir 
upon  his  Father’s  decease,  for  Cliff’s  Land. 
S  Carpenter,  Requests  a  confirmation  of  this 
also. 

Several  extracts  may  be  quoted  from  the 
History  of  Bucks  County : 

[P.  33.]  Some  Quakers  were  living  on  Bur¬ 
lington  Island  in  1679  on  land  rented  from 
Andros.  [This  island  lay  directly  opposite 
Samuel  Clift’s  land.] 

[P.  35-1  The  west  bank  of  the  Delaware 
grew  more  and  more  into  favor  and  notice, 
and  immigrants  came  to  it.  There  were  sev¬ 
eral  grants  of  land  by  Sir  Edmond  Andros  in 
1679;  English  settlers  arrived;  Samuel  Clift, 
Samuel  Bliss,  Lyonel  Britton,  William  War¬ 
ner,  Gilbert  Wheeler  [and  others]. 

[P.  36.]  Jasper  Danker  and  Peter  Sluyter, 
leading  members  of  the  Labadists  of  Holland, 
visited  the  Delaware  in  the  Fall  of  1679.  ..  . 
They  describe  the  houses  of  the  English  along 
the  river  as  built  of  clapboards  nailed  on  the 
outside  of  a  frame  but  “not  usually  laid  so 
close  together  as  to  prevent  you  from  sticking 
a  finger  between  them.” 

[P.  40.]  Burlington’s  first  settlers  came  in 
the  Kent  about  1678;  some  were  Quakers 
whom  Penn  had  influenced  to  leave  England 
before  he  came.  [And  on  page  41  occurs  the 
statement] :  Two  companies  of  Friends,  one 
from  London,  and  the  other  from  Yorkshire, 
purchased  lands  from  the  Indians  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware.  They  came  in  the  Kent  with  230  immi¬ 
grants  and  landed  at  New  Castle,  August  16, 
1677;  and  their  commissioners  purchased  from 
the  Indians  at  Burlington  all  the  land  between 
Assanpink  and  Aldman’s  Creek  for  a  few 
guns,  petticoats,  hoes,  etc.;  they  settled  at  Bur- 
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lington;  the  two  companies  occupied  opposite 
sides  of  the  main  street. 

It  is  highly  probable,  therefore,  that 
Samuel  Clift  came  in  the  ship  Kent  from 
England.  As  he  did  not  take  up  land  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Delaware  until  1679, 
it  is  clear  that  he  lived  on  the  east  side,  at 
Burlington  in  New  Jersey,  and  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  two  years  he  lived  on  the  west 
bank  he  attended  the  Friends  Meeting  at 
Burlington,  as  is  proved  by  the  quotations 
made  from  the  records.  He  was  doubtless 
a  founder  of  that  religious  organization. 

[Ibid.,  p.  92.]  The  original  settlers  of  Bris¬ 
tol  township  were  English  Friends.  Samuel 
Clift,  Thomas  Holmes  (Surveyor  General  of 
Pennsylvania),  Christopher  Taylor,  member  of 
the  first  Executive  Council  and  Registrar  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  sev¬ 
enteen  others. 

[P.  316.]  The  site  of  Bristol  is  on  the  grant 
of  240  acres  by  Sir  Edmond  Andros  to  Samuel 
Clift  in  1680,  who  sold  50  acres  to  Richard 
Dungworth,  60  to  Walter  Pomeroy,  and  100 
to  Morgan  Drewitt.  The  remaining  30  acres 
Clift  left  to  his  son-in-law,  John  Young,  by 
his  will  dated  November  29,  1682,  which  son 
conveyed  to  Thomas  Brock  and  Anthony  Bur¬ 
ton,  February  20,  1685,  for  twenty  pounds. 

We  are  obliged  to  disagree  with  some 
of  the  historian’s  statements,  because 
Clift’s  will  does  not  name  any  John 
Young,  but  does  name  one  son-in-law, 
Joseph  English  (Junior),  to  whom  the 
will  bequeathed  the  said  thirty  acres}  and 
it  was  Joseph  English,  not  John  Young, 
who  made  the  sale  of  land,  February  20, 
1695,  to  the  said  Brock  and  Burton,  as  the 
deed  plainly  shows,  as  recorded  at  Doyles- 
town,  Pennsylvania.  There  are  no  records 
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in  the  county  courthouse  at  Doylestown  of 
any  conveyances  by  Samuel  Clift  to  the 
aforesaid  Walter  Pomeroy  and  Morgan 
Drewitt.  Confirmation  of  the  historian’s 
mistake  as  to  John  Young  is  evidenced  in 
the  subjoined  letter: 

WARREN  S.  ELY,  Genealogist  and  Histo¬ 
rian,  Librarian  and  Curator  of  BUCKS 
COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Doylestown,  Pa.,  August  26,  1918. 
Dear  Sir: — 

Yours  of  Aug.  22  duly  received.  My  dear 
old  Friend  Gen.  W.  W.  H.  Davis  was  a  great 
local  historian,  but  as  I  have  told  him  many 
times  a  mighty  poor  genealogist.  The  History 
of  Bucks  2d  Edition  was  edited  by  myself  the 
General  being  pretty  infirm  of  mind  and  body 
at  that  time  and  well  along  in  the  eighties. 
However  I  did  not  undertake  to  verify  every 
statement  made  as  it  would  have  taken  six 
years  to  do  it,  and  I  was  allowed  by  the  pub¬ 
lishers  less  than  a  month.  The  Gen.  is  probably 
correct  for  all  that  in  his  statement  about  the 
conveyances  to  Pomeroy  and  Drewitt  though 
he  was  certainly  wrong  about  the  “John 
Young.” 

I  cannot  find  a  deed  from  Walter  Pum- 
phrey  that  recites  title  from  Samuel  Clift,  but 
by  deed  dated  17th  of  3  month  1684  recorded 
in  deed  book  I  page  20  &c.  Morgan  Drewitt 
of  the  County  of  New  Castle,  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  conveys  to  Hanna  Walter  of 
Cohansey  N.J.  “One  hundred  Acres  of  land 
which  I  fur  chased  of  Samuel  Clift,  adjoining 
the  said  Samuel  Clift,  his  lands,  having  the 
River  Delaware  on  the  front  thereof,  the  lands 
of  Samuel  Clift  lately  on  the  south  side,  the 

lands  of  -  on  the  -  and  the  lands  of 

Griffith  Jones  on  the  North  side,  all  in  the 
County  of  Bucks  and  Province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  ...” 

The  mem.  of  search  may  have  given  the 
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name  “Jo.  English  the  younger,”  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral,  like  myself,  was  not  able  to  read  his  own 
writing  after  it  got  cold.  Searches  of  this  kind 
are  sometimes  made  too  hastily. 

I  am  Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  Warren  S.  Ely. 

On  the  day  that  Samuel  Clift  lay  ill 
and  made  his  will,  he  executed  a  deed  of 
land  as  a  preliminary  to  setting  his 
worldly  affairs  in  order. 

[ Doylestown ,  Recorder  of  Deeds.  Deed  Book 

No.  2B ,  1 ,  1 18] : 

Saml  Clift  to  Rd  Dungworth.  Be  it 
known  unto  all  men  all  whom  it  may  consern 
That  I  Samuel  Clift  of  Pennsylvania  and  in 
the  County  of  Bucks,  husbandman,  have  bar¬ 
gained  and  sold  unto  Richard  Dungworth  of 
the  Said  County,  joyner,  fifty  acres  of  land 
beging  a  little  below  the  now  Dwelling  house 
of  the  said  Richard  Dungworth,  being  Scituate 
on  the  mill  Creek,  and  they  have  Consented 
to  have  it  Surveyed  as  they  have  marked  the 
trees,  and  to  run  up  along  and  by  the  mill 
Creek  side  of  the  abovesaid  Creek  untill  he 
have  his  fifty  acres  of  land.  AND  the  said 
Richard  is  to  pay  the  quit  rent  to  the  proprie- 
tarie.  It  is  also  agreed  between  these  parties 
that  if  they  find  it  conveinant  to  build  a  mill 
upon  the  said  Creek  that  then  they  the  said 
Samuel  and  Richard  shall  be  joyntly  Con- 
serned,  and  unto  this  the  said  Samuel  is  to  war¬ 
rant,  and  for  the  performanse  thereof  he  doth 
bind  himself  his  heirs,  Executors,  Adminis¬ 
trators  and  assigns.  AND  it  is  also  agreed  that 
the  aforesaid  Richard  Dungworth  shall  pay  or 
cause  to  be  paid  unto  The  aforesaid  Samuel 
Clift  or  his  assigns  the  just  Sum  of  five  pounds, 
and  to  stand  Good  in  this  manner  the  said 
Rich,  is  to  have  three  yeares  to  make  payment, 
if  he  Cannot  sooner  procure  the  pay,  the  man¬ 
ner  of  pay  it  is  to  be  a  Cow  and  Calf  or  if 
Richard  cannot  pay  it  so;  then  to  be  paid  in 


Corn  Wheate  at  six  gilders  the  skipull  and  rye 
at  five  gilders  the  skiple,  in  Witnes  hereof  I 
have  Set  my  hand  and  Seale  this  Twenty  Third 
day  of  the  ninth  month  one  Thousand  Six 
hundered  eighty  two. 

The  mark  of  Samuel  Clift. 

Joseph  English  [Junior].  Judeth  No¬ 
ble.  Recorded  the  27th  1  mo.  1697  [27th  of 
March]. 

[P.  19.]  On  the  13th  of  the  8th  month 
[October  13]*  1683,  Richard  Dungworth 
sold  the  above  50  acres  to  Edmund  Bennet  and 
in  the  deed  he  refers  to  “Samuel  Clifte  late  of 
the  County  of  Bucks  in  the  province  afore¬ 
said,  husbandman,  deceased.” 

The  oldest  wills  in  Pennsylvania  are 
those  filed  at  Philadelphia.  In  Room  429, 
City  Hall,  at  Philadelphia  are  preserved 
the  original  will,  inventory,  and  execu¬ 
tor’s  bond  of  Samuel  Clift.  It  is  one  of 
the  six  oldest  wills  of  Pennsylvania}  the 
difference  in  age  among  these  six  wills  is 
merely  that  of  a  few  weeks;  so  they  are 
all  in  the  same  year,  hence,  practically, 
equally  old  and  notable  as  such.  A  true 
copy  follows: 

[ Original  will  No.  6;  recorded  in  Book  Ay 

P-  7]: 

Bee  it  known  unto  all  whome  it  may  con¬ 
sern,  ffreinds  and  people,  that  I  Samuel  Clift 
of  penselvania  and  in  the  county  of  Buckes, 
husbandman,  am  at  this  prsent  very  weak  in 
body,  but  in  my  present  sences  and  have  my 
memory  fresh  in  me,  I  therefore  desier  to 
Settle  wl  the  Lord  hath  given  unto  me  and  to 
Leve  all  things  in  good  order  I  expecting  my 
Change  every  houre,  and  very  willing  to  give 
up  to  the  god  of  order  in  whome  I  desier  to 
put  my  trust;  and  thus  as  followeth: 

ffirst  I  give  and  bequith  unto  Joseph  Eng¬ 
lish  my  son  in  Law  my  Cow  that  is  called 
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Colly  wth  her  Calfe,  and  one  blake  sow.  I  alsoe 
give  him  thirty  Acors  of  Land  begining  up  the 
Creeke  where  he  hath  begune  his  hous  &  com¬ 
monly  called  the  mill  Creeke  and  the  Line  to 
run  up  to  the  high  roade,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  thirty  acors  of  Land  to  Joyne  wth  Richarde 
Dungworth’s  Land. 

And  as  ffor  all  my  proper  estate  Land  and 
housing  and  alsoe  my  goods  and  cattel  both  Liv¬ 
ing  and  Dead  I  freely  give  unto  my  son  Jona¬ 
than  Clifte,  that  is  to  say,  in  Cattle  two  Cows, 
on  yoke  of  Oxen  and  one  bull,  one  hefer 
Calfe,  three  sows. 

I  Desier  to  Leve  my  son  my  full  Excuxter 
and  for  him  and  in  his  behalfe  I  desier  these 
my  Dear  frends  Cristopher  Talor  And  Richard 
Noble  to  be  my  trustes  and  Overseers  for  my 
son. 

in  wittness  hearof  I  have  hearunto  sett  my 
hand  and  seale  this  twenty  third  day  of  ye  9th 
month  commonly  Novembr  1682. 
the  mark  of 

Witnesses,  the  mark  R  of  R°  Hooton. 
Stephen:  Noble.  Will:  Buckman.  Ju- 
deth  Noble;  Richard  Longworth  [Dung- 
worth]. 

[Endorsed  on  the  back] :  Samuel  Clift’s 
will.  23:  1682  Novr.  Proved  in  Common 
Forme  ye  2d  of  8th  moth  1683. 

(Filed  with  the  will  in  the  same  No.  6  packet) : 

“An  Inventry  of  the  Estate  of  the  Goods 
Chatties  &  Estate  of  Samuel  Clifte,  deceased, 
1683.”  The  total  is  £75:08,  of  which  are 

Thirty  two  Acres  of  Land  &  one 


Dwelling  house  upon  it  .  4011— 00s 

Two  Oxen,  one  bull,  Six  hogge  ....  15  —00—0 

Two  Cows  &  Calves  .  10  -00-0 


This  is  a  true  Inventory  of  the  goods  above- 
menconed  Tho  Hooton  &  Geo:  Langhorne 
Appraisers 


Also  in  the  same  No.  6  packet  is  the 
bond  of  Richard  Noble  “executor  of  the 
last  will  &  Testamt  of  Samuell  Clift  of 
the  County  of  Bucks  in  the  Province  of 
Pennsilvania”  dated  “this  Sixth  Day  of  ye 
Eighth  month  1683.”  The  choice  of 
Richard  Noble,  as  executor,  did  not  re¬ 
sult  favorably,  as  is  shown,  first,  by  a 
“memorandum”  in  the  handwriting  of 
Phineas  Pemberton,  the  clerk  of  Bucks 
County,  now  preserved  at  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  secondly,  by 
the  suit  which  followed  it: 


[ Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvaniay  Philadel¬ 
phia,  MS  Department,  papers  relating  to 
Richard  Noble  of  Bucks  County,  1697  or 


1698] : 

Joseph  English  son 
in  law  [torn] 

Peter  White  &  his 
wife  Eliza:  Tho: 
Green  &  Rachel 
his  wife 


Clift  vs.  Noble 
draw  deed  upon 
this  &  9  further 
abt.  it  of  p:  pem- 
berton. 


Samuel  Clift  made  a  will  &  dyed;  he  made 
his  son  Jonathan  (left  in  England)  his  Ex¬ 
ecutor  and  Christo.  Taylor  &  Rich.  Noble 
Trustees  &  overseers  for  his  son;  administra. 
was  granted  to  Rich.  Noble  on  the  estate; 
Jonathan  dyed;  the  inventory  amounted  to 
75£;  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  estate 
was  dispossed  according  to  the  will.  Noble  had 
left  the  country  and  rendered  no  acctl  to  this 
office,  nor  otherwise  that  as  yet  appears;  the 
Grandchildren  of  said  Clift  think  they  have 
right  to  it  but  their  father  being  the  son  in  law 
of  Clift  is  living  but  willing  they  have  what 
can  be  had  &  Tho.  Noble  be  gone  yet  has  left 
an  estate  here  in  land.  [Illegible  words]  if  they 
have  right  which  way  shall  they  proceed. 

They  proceeded,  and  in  the  slow  me¬ 
thodical  manner  of  the  time,  as  witness: 
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[ Minute  Book  of  Common  Pleas  &  Quarter 

Sessions,  Bucks  County,  1684— 1J30,  p. 
293]: 

Actions  Entered  the  26th  3/mo  1697. 

Peter  White  &c  pits.  agt.  Richard  Noble 
Deft,  in  an  action  upon  the  Case. 

Attachment  was  thereupon  granted  then  Re¬ 
turnable  to  the  next  Court  by  Samuel  Beakes 
then  Sherrife  dated  26th  day  3  Month  1697. 

Return  thereupon  was  made  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  or  words  to  the  same  Effect  viz. 

Bucks  SS.  By  vertue  of  the  abovesaid  the 
land  of  Richard  Noble  Lying  in  The  Town¬ 
ship  of  Buckinghem  containing  about  300 
Acres  was  attached  the  26th  Day  of  the  3 
Month  1697.  Pr  Samll  Beakes,  Sherrife. 

[P.  299.]  At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Session 
held  in  the  name  of  William  Penn  proprietarie 
of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania  an  Territories 
thereunto  belonging  at  the  Court  house  for  the 
aforesaid  County  the  8th  day  of  the  10th 
month  1697. 

The  Justices  Present — Joseph  Growdon, 
William  Biles,  Richard  Hough,  Samuel 
Beakes,  Sherrife,  Phinehas  Pemberton 
Cl.  Com.: 

Peter  White  for  himself  and  as  attorney  for 
Joseph  English,  Thomas  Green  and  his  wife 
Rachel  pits.  Richard  Noble  Deft,  appeared  not. 
Default  having  been  made  three  times  Ad¬ 
journed  The  Court  until  tomorrow  morning. 
Declaracion  being  read  is  as  follows: 

Bucks  ss.  Joseph  English,  Peter  White  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  Thomas  Green  and 
Rachel,  his  wife,  complaines  agt.  Richard 
Noble  of  the  Said  County  Yeoman  Adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  Estate  which  was  of  Sam1  Clift, 
late  of  the  said  County  husbandman  deceased, 
of  a  plea  that  Whereas  the  said  Sam1  Clift  in 
his  lifetimes  (to  wit)  on  the  23d  day  of  the 
9th  month  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  1682  be¬ 
ing  very  weake  in  body  but  of  perfect  Sense 
and  memory  did  make  his  last  will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  in  Writing  and  after  he  had  bequeathed 


Some  legacyes  he  thereby  declared  that  as  for 
his  proper  Estate  and  houseing  and  also  his 
goods  liveing  and  dead  he  freely  gave  unto  his 
Son  Jonathan  Clift  whom  he  left  his  Executor 
desireing  Christopher  Taylor  and  Richard  No¬ 
ble  to  be  his  Trustees  and  overseers  for  his 
Said  Son  as  by  the  Said  last  Will  and  testa¬ 
ment  more  fully  appeared,  and  Shortly  after 
dyed  after  whose  Decease  the  Said  Christopher 
refusing  to  meddle  with  the  Said  Trust  Ad- 
ministracon  of  the  said  testators  goods  and 
chatties  with  his  will  annexed  was  Committed 
to  the  said  Richard  Noble  by  vertue  whereof 
he  the  sd  Deft,  did  possess  himself  of  the  Said 
Testator  Sam11  Clift’s  Estate  real  and  personal 
to  the  value  of  above  Seventy  Six  pounds  but 
hath  not  Distributed  the  Said  Estate  According 
to  the  direction  of  the  said  Will  nor  rendered 
any  account  of  his  administration  Either  to 
the  Ordinary  or  Register  general  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  and  the  pits,  in  fact  say  that  the 
said  Jonathan  Clift  Dyed  Intestate  haveing 
no  issue  now  liveing,  after  whose  decease  the 
said  Samuel  Clift’s  Estate  ought  of  right  to  be 
Distributed  amongst  the  pits,  being  the  next 
of  kin  or  relation  to  the  sd  decedents  Samuel 
and  Jonathan  Clift.  Nevertheless  the  said 
Deft,  (though  often  requested  hath  not  de¬ 
livered  or  given  up  the  Said  Estate  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  as  aforesaid,  but  detained  and  doth 
detaine  the  same  in  his  own  hands  and  con¬ 
verted  to  his  own  use  to  the  pits.  Damage  of 
20o£  and  thereof  they  bring  Suite  &c. 

The  Will  of  Clift  and  the  Inventory  read: 
by  which  it  appeared  that  there  was  due  to  the 
pits,  from  sd  Deft,  as  he  is  Administrator  of 
the  sd  Clift’s  Estate  the  Sum  of  thirty  five 
pounds  Eight  Shillings  Six  pence. 

Ralph  Boome  being  then  upon  the  planta¬ 
tion  and  lands  of  Richard  Noble  the  pits,  crave 
that  he  may  be  called  into  Court  and  Ordered 
to  Show  if  anything  for  self  he  hath  to  Say  or 
Knoweth  Wherefore  the  sd  pits,  ought  not  to 
have  Execution  of  the  Lands  of  Richard  [p. 
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rife  as  in  Rturn  of  the  attachment  So  as  Affor- 
said  Attached. 

Whereupon  the  said  Ralph  Boome  came  and 
Said  that  he  held  the  abovesd  plantation  and 
promised  by  vertue  of  an  Agreement  made  by 
his  wife’s  former  husband  (namely  John  Al¬ 
len)  with  one  Moses  Masley  to  whom  the  said 
premises  was  Sold  by  the  sd  Deft.  Noble  and 
by  the  sd.  Masley  Mortgaged  and  Rconveyed 
to  the  sd.  Deft,  for  security  of  the  Considera- 
cion  mony. 

Whereunto  the  pits,  replye  and  produce  a 
letter  which  the  sd  Deft,  sent  from  England 
unto  Edmund  Bennet  intimating  that  the  sd 
Masley  had  not  wherewth  to  pay  the  sd  Mort¬ 
gage  money,  therefore  he  the  sd  deft,  was  con¬ 
strained  to  take  back  the  land  and  plantation 
aforesd  in  stead  of  his  Money,  and  So  gave 
order  to  sd  Bennet  to  Sell  All  the  Same  All 
which  being  seen  and  by  the  justices  here  fully 
understood  It  was  considered  by  the  Court  that 
the  said  pits.  Shall  recover  agt.  the  Deft,  the 
said  35£  8s  6d  with  cost  of  suite  and  Shall  have 
Execution  for  the  same  to  be  levied  on  the 
lands  tenements  and  plantation  (of  the  sd 
deft,  in  The  Township  of  Buckingham  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Sherrif’s  return  of  the  attach¬ 
ment)  So  as  aforesaid  Attached.  And  the  said 
Peter  White  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 
pits,  did  find  suffitient  Security  to  restore  the 
sd  lands  unto  the  sd  deft,  if  he  within  one 
yeare  and  a  day  Shall  and  Will  come  and 
verefie  by  due  course  of  Law  that  The  aforesd 
pits,  theire  action  aforsd  ought  not  to  have  and 
Maintaine  (as  followeth) 

Be  it  Remembered  that  Peter  White  for 
himself  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  and  for  Jos¬ 
eph  English  his  father  in  law  and  for  Thomas 
Green  &  Rachel  his  wife  did  produce  ffrancis 
White  and  John  Smith  for  his  Security  who 
Rcognised  themselves  (to  wit)  the  Said  Peter 
White  in  Sixty  pounds  and  the  said  ffrancis 
White  and  John  Smith  in  twenty  pounds  apiece 
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to  be  levied  on  theire  Lands  and  tenements 
goods  and  chattels  for  the  use  of  Richard 
Noble  Administrator  of  Sam11  Clift  deceased — 

Upon  condition  that  if  the  Said  Richard 
Noble  Shall  come  into  any  of  the  County 
Courts  that  Shall  be  held  for  the  sd  County 
of  Bucks  with  in  one  yeare  and  a  day  now 
next  Ensueing  and  disprove  or  by  due  course 
of  Law  avoyd  the  Damages  So  recovered  by 
the  Said  Joseph  English  Peter  White  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  Thomas  Green  &  Rachel 
his  wife  as  aforesaid  that  then  the  said  Re¬ 
covered  theire  heirs  Executors  or  Assigns  Shall 
restore  the  lands  and  tenements  goods  and 
Chatties  which  hath  been  attached  as  abovesaid 
and  Shall  be  taken  and  Seized  in  Execution  to 
Satisfy  the  Said  Recovering. 

As  at  the  date  of  Samuel  Clift’s  death 
there  was  no  Quaker  meetinghouse  or 
burial  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Delaware  River  where  he  lived,  he  was, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  interred  in  the 
Friends  Meeting  House  yard  at  Burling¬ 
ton  across  the  river,  where  the  spot  of  his 
interment  can  be  seen  today  as  the  meet¬ 
ing  has  maintained  its  site  to  the  present 
time  with  an  uninterrupted  series  of  regu¬ 
lar  meetings  from  that  day  to  the  present. 
Samuel  Clift,  judged  by  the  age  of  his 
son-in-law,  Joseph  English,  and  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  grandfather  before  he  left 
England,  may  be  held  to  have  been  born 
soon  after  the  year  1600.  His  wife  and 
widow,  Joane,  figures  in  the  court  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

The  motive  that  caused  Samuel  Clift 
to  undertake  the  great  adventure  of  trans¬ 
planting  himself  and  his  family  into 
America  was  partly  a  religious  one.  Al¬ 
though  liberty  of  conscience  and  expres¬ 
sion  had  been  legally  granted  in  England 
some  years  before  he  came  to  America, 
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and  much  of  the  trouble  that  Noncon¬ 
formists  had  been  involved  in  had  been 
overcome,  the  Quakers  still  continued  to 
suffer  penalties  for  violations  of  the  laws 
of  England,  exactions,  and  the  ridicule  of 
those  who  differed  with  them  in  religious 
matters.  These  annoyances,  both  serious 
and  petty,  are  described  in  Besse’s  Suffer¬ 
ings  of  the  Quakers  as  occurring  particu¬ 
larly  in  Gloucestershire,  England,  during 
a  part  of  the  time  that  Samuel  Clift  lived 
there.  His  inventory  shows  that  he  left 
behind  in  England  many  of  the  comforts 
of  life,  bringing  with  him  into  the  wilder¬ 
ness  only  the  barest  necessities  in  the  way 
of  household  equipment,  owing  to  there 
being  no  room  in  a  small  sailing  vessel  for 
such  effects. 

The  popular  mind  in  modern  America 


is  prone  to  undervalue  rather  than  over¬ 
estimate  the  founders  of  West  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  so  much  more  having  been  published 
about  the  Pilgrims  and  Puritans  of  New 
England,  the  Cavaliers  and  Episcopalians 
of  Virginia.  West  New  Jersey  lacked,  in 
its  first  century,  a  good  historian.  Its  treas¬ 
urer,  Samuel  Smith,  compiled  his  History 
of  New  Jersey  in  1765,  but  it  consists 
largely  of  formal  documents  of  state 
chronologically  arranged,  unaccompanied 
with  an  adequate  narrative.  He  did,  how¬ 
ever,  in  his  preface,  attempt  to  express, 
though  in  a  restrained,  conservative,  and 
brief  way,  his  conviction  that  the  founders 
of  Burlington  were,  as  Macaulay  wrote 
of  such  Nonconformists,  “no  ordinary 
people.” 


Summary: 

(1)  Augustine  Clyffe  =  Judith 


(2)  Samuel  Clift  =  Elizabeth 


(3)  Hannah  Clift  =  Joseph  English,  Junior 


ERRATA 


VOLUME  I 

Page  309,  column  2,  line  15  from  bottom:  Read  1683  for  1783. 

VOLUME  11 

Page  133,  column  1,  line  29:  Add  Samuel  as  another  son  of  Thomas  H. 
Beveridge. 

Page  134,  column  2,  paragraph  3,  line  14:  Read  John  L.  for  John  T. 

Page  153,  column  1,  line  33:  Read  Rothmann  for  Rothman. 
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